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CITY     COUNCIL     PROCEEDINGS 


FOR 


THE  YEAR  COMMENCING  FEBRUARY  5,  1912,  AND   ENDING  FEBRUARY  1,   1913. 


{Preceding  figures  indicating  page,  c  signifies  City  Council.) 


Abolition  of  Poll  Tax.     {See  Legislative  Matters.) 

Act  Authorizing  the  City  to  make  Payments  to  Widows 
of  its  Deceased  Employees.     (»Siee  Legislative  Matters.) 

Act  to  Provide  for  Laying  Out,  Widening  and  Exten= 
sion  of  St.  James  Avenue. 

c  81,  82 

Address  to  the  City  Council  by  the  Hon.  John  F.  Fitz- 
gerald, Mayor. 

0   1 

Advertising. 

order  that  bills  be  approved,  passed  c  231 

Aerial  Cable,  Fire  Department. 

cost  c  50,  51 

Alban  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  264 

Alexander,  Rev.  Dr.  James. 

chaplain  at  inaugural  exercises  c  1 

Alvah  Kittredge  Park. 

naming  of  park:    order  to  change  name  of  Lewis  Park  to  said  park, 
passed  c  339 

Amendment  and  Suspensions. 

c  22 

American  Paper  Stock  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Albany  st.,  by  water  pipes  c  8G 


American  Sugar  Refining  Company. 

notice  of  hearing  on  petition  to  rebuild  wharf  in  Fort  Point    channi  1 
placed  on  file  c  310 


Anderson,  Q.  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Hopedale  st.  o  86 

Anderson,  Larz. 

memorial  to  father:  see  Stadium  Bridge 

Andrew  Square. 

flagpole:  removal  to  Strand  way:  see  Strandway 
reading  room:  see  Library  Department 

Annual    Estimates.     {See    Appropriations,    Annual    Esti- 
mates.) 

Annuities. 

Dineen,  Elizabeth  T.:  c  22,  23,  24 

James,  Mrs.  Ueroy:  order  to  pay  an  annuity  of  $300  on  account  of 
death  of  husband  from  injuries  while  in  fire  department,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  177-report,  accepted,  assigned  c  178-taken 
up,  passed  c  191 

Monahan,  Margaret  M.:  order  to  allow  an  annuity  of  $300  per  year, 
on  account  of  death  of  Patrick  D.  Monahan,  who  was  killed  by  city 
cart,  assigned  c  157-taken  up,  passed  c  160,  161 

Peterson,  Alice  M.:  see  Peterson,  Albert  R. 

Annuity  for  Widows  and  Dependents  of  City  Employees. 

{See  Legislative  Matters.) 

Appeal,  Board  of. 

member:  James  R.  Murphy,  appointed  c  195-referred  to  executive 
committee  c  206-report,  no  action  necessary  c  218;  notice  of  appoint- 
ment of  James  R.  Murphy  c  216-notice  of  approval  from  civil  service 
commissioners  c  216 

Appointment  of  Firemen,     (^'ee  Fire  Department.) 
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APPROI*RlATION 
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ASSESSING 


Appropriation    for    Acceptance    and    Construction    of 

Small  Streets.     (Sec  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 

Appropriation  for  Chelsea  Bridge  South.     {See  Chelsea 
Hr'ul.^e  South.) 

Appropriation  for  City  Hospital.     (See  Hospital  Depart- 
ment.) 

Appropriation,    Social     Law    Library.     (See    County  of 
Suffolk.) 

Appropriations, 
committee:  appointed  c  25 

additional  appropriation,  Election  Department:  see  Election 
Department 

annual  estimates:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
estimates  of  the  several  departments,  together  with  list  of  appropria- 
tions recommended  by  him  c  8-10-referred  to  committee  on  appro- 
priations c  10-report,  with  order  (as  a  partial  report)  c  59,  60-accepted, 
order  passed  o  60-roport  c  98,  100-disoussed  o  100,  102-amended, 
passed  c  102 

city  borrowing  capacity:  c  12,  13 

infirmary  department,  expenses:  see  Infirmary  Department 

transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund:  to  several  appropriations  speci- 
fied by  the  mayor:  see  Auditing  Department. 

Appropriations  for  Various  Municipal  Purposes. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com.munirations  from  the 
different  department  heads  relative  to  needed  improvements  c  211- 
213;  order  for  appropriation  of  35169,235,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  213-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  218,  219 

Appropriations  Provided  for  from  Funds  Collected  by 
Taxation. 

list  of  c  210 

April  30. 
election  returns:  see  Election  Department 

Aquarium,  Estimates  of   Expenditures.     (See  Parkman 
Fund.) 

Arbitration  of  Strike.     {See  Railway  Strike.) 

Archer,  F.  W. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Dorchester  ave.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  305 

Ardolino,  Charles. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  son  c  42-refused  c  389 

Arkinson,  W.  F.,  &  Co. 

petition  to  be  repaid  a  sum  forfeited  on  account  of  refusal  to  accept  a 
contract  c  96-refused  c  389 

Arlington  Street. 

extension:  communication  from  the  mayor  recommending  passage  of 
order  appropriating  $400,000;  order  for  loan  of  $400,000, 'discussed 
c  11,  12-motion  that  the  order,  mayor's  letter  and  all  papers  per- 
taining to  extension  be  referred  to  finance  commission,  carried  c  12; 
communications  from  the  mayor  and  Laurence  Miuot  relative  to 
betterment  tax  to  be  paid  by  railroad,  laid  on  table  c  37,  38-taken 
up,  placed  on  file  c  41;  communication  from  Laurence  Minot  relative 
to  conditions  of  offer  made  by  railroad,  laid  on  table  c  38-taken  up, 
placed  on  file  c  41;  majority  and  minority  reports  from  finance 
commission  c  38-40-laid  on  table  c  40-taken  up,  placed  on  file  c  41; 
loan  ($400,000),  laid  on  table  o  40-taken  from  table,  rejected  c  40; 
order  for  loan  of  $364,000.  discussed  c  40,  41-given  first  reading  and 


Arlington  Street,  continued. 

passage  c  41-taken  up,  discussed  c  60,  61-given  second  and  final 
reading  c  61;  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  Real  Estate 
Exchange  and  Auction  Board,  informing  city  council  of  action  on 
matter,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  15-report,  placed  on  file 
c  45;  report  on  order  (referred  January  29)  for  loan  of  $375,000,  no 
further  action  necessary  c  45 

Armandine  Street,  Ward  24. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  207, 
264 

Armories  and  Military  Affairs. 

payment  for  militiamen:  resolution  that  all  city  employees  serving 
in  the  militia  should  be  paid  for  their  services  while  on  duty  at  Law- 
rence, adopted  c  30 

Art  Department. 

commissioners:  Thomas  Allen,  chairman;  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr.,  sec- 
retary; Alexander  W,  Longfellow,  Charles  D.  Maginnis,  Alexander 
Steinert.  OflBce,  1151  Tremont  Building.  John  T.  Coolidge,  Jr., 
appointed  c  117-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  133 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  art  commission  relative  to  addi- 
tional appropriation,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  94-report, 
accepted  c  148;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order 
for  transfer  of  $485  from  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  depart- 
ment, referred  to  executive  committee  c  123-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  130 

bust  of  Henry  W.  Longfellow:  see  Longfellow,  Henry  W. 

monumental  tablet,  Boston  Common:  appropriation  of  $1,000 
c  213,  219 

removal  of  statues:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  art  commission  relative  to  removal  of 
Hamilton,  Glover  and  Garrison  statues  c  301,  302-referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  302;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  Francis  J.  Garrison,  Esq.  relative  to,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  308,  309;  communication  from  the  art 
commissioners  relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  335,  336; 
communication  from  Caroline  Himt  Rimmer  relative  to  removal  of 
statue  of  Alexander  Hamilton;  order  that  same  be  referred  to  the 
mayor,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  376,  377— report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  377 

Ashburton  Place. 

opening  of  courthouse  passageway:  see  County  of  Suffolk 
Ashland  Street,  West  Roxbury. 

sidewalk  on  bridge:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works  relative  to; 
order  of  transfer  of  $2,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  passed  c  271 

Ashmont  Playground. 

fencing:  see  Park  Department 
Assassin  of  Albert  R.  Peterson.    {See  Police  Department.) 
Assessing  Department. 

assessors:  John  J.  Murphy,  chairman;  Charles  E.  Folsom,  secretary; 
Edward  B.  Daily,  Fred  E.  Bolton,  Edward  G.  Richardson,  Frederick 
H.  Temple,  Philip  O'Brien;  chief  clerk,  Edward  T.  Kelly.  Office, 
18  City  Hall,  first  floor.  Charles  Folsom,  Edward  G.  Richardson, 
Frederick  H.  Temple,  appointed  c  87-approved  by  civil  service 
commissioners  c  96 

additional  appropriation:  $11,000  c  213,  218,  219 

assessment  values:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  report  why 
the  assessed  value  of  the  buildings  corner  of  Chauncy  and  Bedford 
sts.,  corner  of  Beacon  st.  and  Commonwealth  ave.,  and  157-163 
Hemenway  st.  are  less  than  the  market  value,  discussed  c  322,  323- 
laid  over  c  323-taken  up  and  referred  to  executive  committee  o  339; 
order  that  the  mayor  report  why  the  assessed  value  of  556-560  Atlantic 
ave.,  131-135  Summer  st.  and  corner  of  Walk  Hill  st.  and  Blue  Hill 
ave.  are  assessed  for  less  than  the  actual  market  value,  discussed 
c  329,  330-laid  on  the  table  c  330-taken  up,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  339;  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  answer 
questions  relative  to  assessed  and  market  value  of  estates  on  Somerset 
and  other  streets  (list  given),  discussed  c  337-339-rcferred  to  executive 
committee  c  339;   order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  answer  why 


ASSESSING 
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BALL 


Assessing  Department,  continued. 

properties  on  Canal  and  other  streets  have  been  assessed  lower  than 
the  market  value,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  348 ;  order  request- 
ing the  mayor  to  report  relative  to  assessed  values  of  properties  on 
Decatur  and  other  streets,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  358- 
360;  communications  from  John  H.  Donovan,  A.  Shuman  &  Co., 
William  .lardine,  R.  F.  Andrews  &  Co.  and  C.  C.  Ferris  relative  to, 
referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  3G6,  367;  order  that  the  mayor 
be  requested  to  report  why  the  assessed  values  and  selling  values  of 
certain  parcels  of  land  (given)  show  such  a  wide  difference,  discussed 
c  378~382-laid  over  c  382;  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to 
report  on  assessed  and  market  values  of  property,  Dorchester  ave. 
and  other  streets  (list  given),  referred  to  executive  committee  c  392- 
motion  to  reconsider  reference,  lost  e  396,  397;  order  requesting 
information  relative  to  asse.ssed  values.  Prince  and  Perkins  sts., 
referred  toe.xecutive  committee  e  396;  communication  from  the  mayor 
submitting  list  of  assessed  valuations  as  requested,  order  printed' 
and  placed  op  file  c  332 

changes  in  method  of  assessing:  communications  from  R.  H.  White 
Company  and  other  firms  relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee 
e  355,  356;  order  for  appointment  of  special  committee  to  coiisult 
the  mayor  and  others  relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  356,  357 

Chauncy,  Bedford  and  other  streets:  see  Assessing  Department 

civil  service  for  assistant  assessors:  resolution  relative  to,  referred 
to  committee  on  legislative  affairs  c  348 

document  149:  order  for  printing  500  additional  copies,  discussed 
e  357,  358-referred  to  committee  on  printing  c  358 

first  assistant  assessor:  Lucian  J.  Prie.st,  appointed  c  335 

list  of  assessors:  c  87 

militia  enrollment:  c  197 

printing  of  letters  relative  to  system:  order  that  two  letters  from 
Earnest  E.  Smith  (councilman)  be  incorporated  in  minutes,  passed 
c  .391 

Somers  system:  order  that  the  finance  commission  and  others  be 
requested  to  express  an  opinion  of  the  desirability  of  introducing  said 
system,  passed  c  307;  order  that  the  assessors  be  requested  to  invite 
Mr.  Doty,  representing  the  Somers  system,  to  give  demonstration 
of  method  of  assessing,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  396 

transfer  of  manuscript:  see  Library  Department 

valuations  on  line  of  elevated  structures:  order  that  the  Board  of 
Assessors  be  requested  to  give  the  assessed  valuations  along  the 
following  lines,  Beach  St.,  Harrison  ave.  and  Washington  st.,  referred 
to  the  executive  committee  c  298-report,  accepted  and  order  passed 
c  299 


Athelwold  Street  and  Talbot  Avenue. 

sidewalk:  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect  c  126 
Athletic  Activities.     {See  Municipal  Athletic  Association.) 


Attridge,  John  J.,  Councilman. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordinances 
c  25;  committee  on  buildings  c  350 

elected:  manager  Old  South  Association  e  23;    president  of  the  city 
council  0  4 

orders  offered:  special  election,  Ward  18  c  57 
condition  of  Randolph  street  playground  c  63 
closing  of  streets  April  6  c  63 
removal  of  tree,  Everett  st.  c  63 
sewer  construction  c  71 
closing  of  streets  for  road  race  c  88 
preparation  of  jury  list  c  103 
vacation,  registry  of  deeds  office  c  134 
bathing  establishment.  North  Brighton  c  136 
payment  of  constables'  salaries  c  140 
vacation  for  militiamen  c  148 
vacation  for  veterans  c  148 
annuity  for  Mrs.  James  c  177 
seats  at  bandstand  c  200 
reimbunsement  of  J.  Alfred  Mitchell  c  216 
recreation  pier,  etc.,  Ward  2  c  217 
improvement  of  Governor's  Island  c  217 
sidewalk,  Washington  .st..  Ward  24  c  231 
park  sites  c  231 

ward  and  precinct  maps  c  231,  232 
receiving  primary  and  election  returns  c  254 


Attridge,  John  J.,  Councilman,  continued. 

election  order  c  275 
Columbus  Day  parade  expenses  e  276 
valuations  on  line  of  elevated  structure  c  298 
reward  offered  for  assassin  c  298 
annuity  for  Mrs.  Peterson  c  298 
neighborhood  playground.  Ward  22  c  307 
flooding  of  playground.  East  Boston  c  347 
widening  of  Hyde  Park  ave.  c  377 

remarks:  election  as  president  c  4 

closing  of  streets  Evacuation  Day  c  42 

playground,  Mt.  Ida  c  142 

entrances  to  elevated   Dover  and  Washington  sts.  c  154 

closing  proceedings  c  397,  398 


Auction  Board.     (See  Arlington  Street.) 


Auditing  Department. 

auditor:  J.  Alfred  Mitchell.     Office,  20  City  Hall,  first  floor 

claim:  order  that  $765.22  be  paid  to  City  Auditor  Mitchell,  in  reim- 
bursement of  amount  paid  by  him  to  make  good  amounts  fraudulently 
collected  from  the  city,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  216-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  e  218 

quarterly  report:  c  305 

transfers  from  Reserve  Fund:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  tor  transfer  of  $65,500  from  Reserve  Fund  to  the 
several  appropriations  specified,  referred  to  the  executive  committee 
e  295,  296-report,  accepted,  discussed  c  325-328-three  items,  Boston 
infirmary  department,  penal  institutions  department,  sealing  of 
weights  and  measures  department,  passed,  others  failed  to  pass 
0  327,  328 

Austin  and  other  streets,  Milton, 
release  of  land :  see  Public  Lands 

Autogenous  Welding  Equipment  Company. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Southampton  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  274 

Automobile    Apparatus,    Fire    Department.     {See    Fire 
Department.) 


Babson,  Thomas  M. 

communication  from  the  acting  mayor  announcing  death;  resolutions 
on  death,  discussed  c  33,  34-adopted  o  34;  order  that  copy  of  resolu- 
tions be  engrossed  and  sent  widow;  order  that  city  council  attend 
funeral  and  procure  floral  tribute,  passed;  order  that  flag  on  City 
Hall  be  displayed  at  halt-mast  on  day  of  funeral,  passed  o  34 

Back  Bay. 

bathing  facilities:  see  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 

Back  Bay  Fens. 

new  street:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

Back  Street,  between  Otter  and  Brimmer  Streets. 

condition:  order  that  board  of  health  report  on  condition,  pas.sed  c  167; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  commxmication  from 
the  health  department,  placed  on  file  o  183;  order  that  in  view  of 
adverse  report  rendered  by  board  of  health  that  said  board  notify 
the  abutters  to  bring  alley  into  sanitary  condition,  pas.sed  c  244 


Baggage,  Unclaimed. 

to  sell.) 


{See  name  of  company  petitioning 


Baker,  Hattie  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property,  Champney  ct.  c  152 

Ball   Playing  on    Parade    Ground,    Boston    Common. 

{See  Public  Grounds  Department.) 


BALLANTYNE 


(6) 


BEAMIS 


Ballantyne,  Walter,  Councilman. 

qiinlilioil:  c  1 

certificate  of  election:  c  1 


appointed:  comniittoe  ou  Bunker  Hill  Day  o  23;  committee  on  un- 
claimed bacgage  o  15;  committee  on  appropriations,  executive, 
finance,  ordinances,  claims,  Parkman  Fund,  printing,  prisons,  public 
lands  c  25 

orders  offered:  annuity  of  Mrs.  Dineen  o  22 
expenses  of  hearings  c  23 
ganger  of  liquid  measures  c  30 

floral  tribute  and  funeral  of  Thomas  M.  Babson  c  34 
ringing  of  bells  on  holidays  c  42 
expense  of  displaying  flag  o  59 
resolutions  on  death  of  John  T.  Priest  c  78 
shade  trees,  Roxbury  c  88 
locker  building,  Orchard  park  c  88 
work  horse  parade  c  127 
municipal  building.  Ward  17  c  135 
sidewalk,  Crawford  st.  c  140 

Memorial  Day,  holiday  for  police  and  firemen  c  157 
closing  of  coal  hole  c  161 
closing  of  streets  Fourth  of  July  c  191 
sale  of  paving  blocks  c  193 
land  for  Fort  avenue  playground  o  193 
payment  of  advertising  bills  c  231 
convenience  station,  Washington  park  c  232 
laying  of  corner  stone  c  263 
acceptance  of  Heath  st.  c  263 
Hyde  Park  town  report  c  305 
transfer  of  Hyde  Park  tax  deeds  c  322 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  payments  c  330 
payment  of  taxes  c  339 
change  in  name  of  park  c  339 
engine  house,  West  Roxbury  c  357 
printing  of  hearings  c  357 
laying  out  of  Walk  Hill  st.  c  391 
paving  of  Zeigler  st.  c  391 

remarks:  Arlington  st.  extension  o  12 
appropriation  for  sewers  c  63 
death  of  John  T.  Priest  c  78,  79 
shade  trees,  Roxbury  c  88 
locker  and  shower  baths.  Orchard  park  c  89 
election  of  city  clerk  c  97,  98 
salary  of  probation  officer,  Roxbury  c  117 
salary  of  superintendent  of  printing  and  chairman  of  board  of  health 

c  146,  147 
covering  of  garbage  cans  c  156,  157 
ordinance  relative  to  height  of  firemen  c  165-167 
railway  strike  c  179,  180 

release  of  city's  interest,  Canterbury  st.  c  198,  199 
expenses  of  advertising  route  of  parades  c  216 
finance  reports  c  218 

estimates  for  municipal  building,  Ward  17  c  246,  247,  248 
power  of  city  council  to  transfer  c  330 
assessment  values  c  337 
change  in  name  of  park  c  339 
claim  of  Thomas  F.  Boggs  c  340 
retirement  system  for  city  employees  c  347 
additional  copies  of  document  149  c  357,  358 


Band,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse  c  125 

Bandstand  on  Common.     {See  Public  Grounds  Depart- 
ment.) 


Bangs,  Anna  B. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  at  555  Huntington  ave.  by  water 
and  oil  e  252 


Barbour,  Harry  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  278 

Barney,  Emma,  et  al. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  c  366 

Barrett,  Bridget. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  353 


Bartlett,  J.  D.  L.,  et  al.     {See  Austin  Street,  Brook  Road 
and  other  ways,  Milton.) 


Basis  of  Estimate,  1911=1912. 

c  10 

Batavia  Street. 

changing  name:   from  St.  Stephen  to  Hemenway  st.,  to  Dermiark  st. 


Bates,  Sanford,  et  al. 

petition  that  appropriation  be  made  for  construction  of  Davenport 
brook  conduit  c  28-report,  referred  to  the  mayor  c  45 


Bath  Department. 

trustees:  William  M.  Murphy,  chairman;  James  W.  McLaughlin, 
Mrs.  Agnes  C.  Bulger,  Alexander  Chisholra 

superintendent:  Hugh  C.  McGrath.     Office,  43  Tremont  st. 

bath  house,  Charlestown:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting order  to  transfer  sum  of  $10,000  from  Reserve  Fund,  passed 
c  43 ;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  relative  to  appropriation;  order  for  loan  of  $10,000,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  37-report,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  43; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  and  order  for  transfer  of  $3,800 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be  added  to  appropriation  for  bath  house, 
referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  352-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  357 

bath  house,  Ward  8:  see  Ward  8 

bathing  place,  Wood  Island  park:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  bath  trustees;  order  for  transfer 
from  appropriation  for  bath  house.  Orient  Heights,  to  bathing  estab- 
lishment. Wood  Island  park,  referred  to  executive  commit  tee  c  94 

land,  East  Ninth  st.:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
order  for  sale  of  land,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  271 

Paris  st.  gymnasium:  see  East  Boston  Gymnasium 

public  landing,  Dewey  Beach:  see  Dewey  Beach 

purchase  of  Tenean  Beach:  order  that  the  bath  trustees  be  requested 
to  submit  an  estimate  of  cost  of,  passed  c  391 

report:  communication  from  the  finance  commission  transmitting 
report  o  58,  59-placed  on  file  c  59 

sale  of  land,  East  Ninth  st.:  report,  with  order,  accepted,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  389 

supervisors  of  city  playgrounds:  order  that  the  mayor  inform  the 
city  council  as  to  whether  the  time  of  the  instructors  in  the  various 
gymnasiums  could  not  be  arranged  so  as  to  permit  of  them  acting  as 
supervisors  in  the  city  plaj'grounds,  passed  c  89;  communication  from 
the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  general  superin- 
tendent relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  e  108-report, 
that  same  be  placed  on  file,  accepted  c  119 


Bathing,  Back  Bay.    {See  Metropolitan  Park  Commission.) 

Bathing  Establishment,  North  Brighton.     {See  Metro- 
politan Park  Commission.) 

Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company. 

copy  of  order  of  temporary  location  at  Chelsea  st.  c  190;  petition  and 
order  for  hearing  for  leave  to  oper.ate  as  common  carrier  of  express 
matter  on  tracks.  Blue  Hill  ave.  and  other  slieels  c  243-hearing  c  256; 
notice  from  railroad  commissioners  of  hearing  on  petition  of  said 
company  for  permission  to  act  as  common  carriers,  placed  on  file  c  335 

Beach,  Mary  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing  by  steam  roller  c  15 

Beam  is,  F.  B. 

notice  of  use  of  location.  Beacon  St.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  305 
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Bean,  Ernest  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  clothing  lost  at  an  institution  c  345-granted 
0  356 


Beatty,  William  J. 

report  and  order  to  pay  $1,252  for  damages  to  bowling  alley,  Chauncy 
St.,  accepted,  passed  c  42 


Beech  Street,  West  Roxbury. 

widening:  order  that  the  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  furnish 
plans  and  estimates  of  cost,  referred  to  execuiive  committee  c  377- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  377 


Beef,  Weighers  of. 

James  Knowles,  appointed  c  8;  C.  Burrows,  G.  L.  Ryan,  appointed 
c  37-confirmed  c  00;  appointed  weighers  for  one  year  c  110;  J.  H. 
McLelland,  appointed  weigher  c  183-confirmed  c  197;  John  E. 
Keogh  and  Arthur  B.  Moran,  appointed  c  300-confirmed  e  321 


Bello,  Israel. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  c  385 

Berenson  Construction  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Denmark  st.  c  176;  petition  to  be 
refunded  portion  of  a  fee  for  permit  issued  by  the  building  depart- 
ment c  374 

Bernard  Street, 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  340-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  349 

Beslageturian,  Azuire. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  263 

Bevilacqua,  Orazio. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  fire  escape  c  57 

Bickerman,  Sam. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse  and  wagon  c  243 

Bicknell  Street. 

sidewalk:  Joseph  O'Kane  et  al.,  petition,  order  for  construction,  referred 
to  executive  committee  o  88-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  91 

Blanchard,  F.  F. 

communication  opposing  improvements,  Copley  sq.  e  385 

Blasser,  George  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate,  18  Leon  st.  c  353 

Blue  Hill  Avenue  and  other  streets. 

express  matter  on  tracks:  see  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company 


Board  of  Appeal. 

members:  James  R.  Murphy,  chairman;  William  D.  Austin,  secretary: 
Dennis  J.  Sullivan,  Edward  H.  Eldredge,  Neil  McNeil.  Office, 
827  Tremont  Building 


Board  of  Examiners  of  Buildings.     {See  Building  Depart- 
ment.) 

Boggs,  Thomas  F. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of  injuries  received  while  a 
member  of  the  fire  department  c  298-granted  c  340 


Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

James  Carey,  Charles  F.  Hersey,  Lemuel  T.  James,  John  H.  Toland,  ap- 
pointed c  4;  L.  T.  James  and  J.  H.  Toland,  confirmed  o  24;  appointed 
weighers  for  one  year  c  110;  Solomon  Sutker,  appointed  c  114-con- 
firmed  c  125;  William  Van  Artsen,  appointed  c  120-confirmed  c  134; 
Michael  Gallagher,  appointed  c  150-confirmed  c  160;  Sophie  Zinger, 
appointed  c  159-confirmed  c  177;  James  E.  Gaffney,  appointed 
c  205;  L.  F.  Clifford,  appointed  o  257-confirmed  c  275;  A.  D.  Brown, 
confirmed  c  216;  Harold  A.  Bowman,  appointed  c  331-confirmed 
c346 


BoUe,  Qeorge. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate,  River  and  West  Selden 
sts.  c  57 


Bond   of   A.  Varnerin  &  Co.     {See    Metropolitan  Water 
and  Sewerage  Commission.) 

Booker  Custom  Laundry. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Corey  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  305 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company. 

Tremont  street  bridge  alterations:  see  Tremont  Street  Bridge 

location,  Ferdinand  St.:    notice   of  use   of  location,   Ferdinand  st. 
and  others,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  335 


Boston  and  Cambridge  Bridges. 

commissioners:  Frederic  H.  Fay,  Francis  J.  Smith 

Boston  &  Eastern  Electric  Railroad  Company. 

copy  of  order  fixing  route  of  said  company  c  29 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Company. 

control :  order  that  the  city  council  advocate  that  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  terminate  the  existing  control  of  said  railroad  and 
urge  its  operation  under  safeguards  which  would  prevent  its  becoming 
a  subsidiary  of  any  other  transportation  company,  discussed  c  323, 
324-referred  to  executive  committee  c  324-report,  accepted,  referred 
to  committee  on  legislative  matters  c  324 

railroad  police:   notice  of  appointment  c  305;   notice  of  removal  c  305 

unclaimed  baggage:  report  and  order  for  sale  of  (referred  October  9, 
1911),  accepted,  passed  c  42;  petition  for  leave  to  sell,  referred  to 
special  committee  c  305-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  396 


Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

communication  relative  to  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  expenses  of 
Fifth  International  Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  In- 
dustrial and  Commercial  Associations  of  the  World,  referred  to 
committee  on  appropriations  c  73;  communication  relative  to  widening 
St.  James  ave.  c  82 


Boston  Common. 

ball  games:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  superintendent  of 
public  grounds  relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  123- 
report,  no  further  action  necessary  c  153 

seats,  new  bandstand:   see  Public  Grounds  Department 
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Boston  Common,  continued. 

soil  renovation:  »•(■<■  Public  Grounds  Department 

use  of:  copy  of  preamlilos  and  resolves  from  Society  for  Preservation 
of  New  KiiRland  Antiiniities  relative  to  use  of  Common  for  pumping 
station,  placed  on  file  e  197 


Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company. 

men  hired  by  said  company:  communication  from  Local  No.  3 
of  Boston  and  vicinity  protesting  against  hiring  of  firemen  and  engi- 
neers from  paid  employment  agencies  c  41,  42-referred  to  executive 
committee  o  42-report,  placed  on  file  c  43 

invitation  to  Mr.  Edgar  Wrightington  to  appear  before  city  council: 
see  Street  Lighting  c  279 


Boston  Electric  Railway  Company. 

notice  of  hearing  on  petition  relative  to  grade  crossing,  Neponset  ave. 
c  133 


Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

car  service  and  station,  Charles  St.:  preamble  and  resolution  rela- 
tive to  construction  of  station,  passed  c  181 

car  service.  West  End:  order  to  run  cars  to  provide  proper  car  service 
for  West  End,  passed  c  161 

changes,  Atlantic  ave.:  hearing  c  41;  communication  from  the 
maj'or  transmitting  plan  No.  29126,  and  stating  that  he  had  approved 
same,  placed  on  file  c  48;  petition  for  approval  of  certain  changes 
c  15;  notice  from  railroad  commissioners  of  hearing  c  15-report,  with 
order,  accepted,  passed  c  43 

Dover  st.  entrances:  resolution  relative  to  prevention  of  erection  of 
entrances  and  exits,  corner  Dover  and  Washington  sts.,  discussed, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  136-report,  discussed  c  153,  154- 
accepted,  resolution  rejected  c  154;  resolution  relative  to  entrances 
and  exits,  referred  to  executive  committee  e  149 

five-cent  fares:  see  Hyde  Park 

lease  of  land :  communication  from  the  mayor  authorizing  leasing  of 
portion  of  land  at  corner  of  Canal,  Causeway  and  Haverhill  sts., 
referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  374-report,  accepted,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  389 

police:  notice  of  appointment  of  John  Hooley  et  al.,  placed  on  file  c  190; 
notice  of  appointment  of  Thomas  Smith  et  al.  c  206 

rC'establishment  of  car  line:  order  that  said  company  be  requested 
to  re-establish  the  Forest  Hills-North  Station  line  of  cars,  passed 
c  368;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication 
from  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  relative  to,  placed  on 
file  c  373 

Rowe's  wharf  station :  notice  of  approval  of  change  c  206 

strike:  communication  from  George  F.  McDougall  relative  to,  placed 
on  file  c  197 

valuations  on  line  of  elevated  structures:  see  Assessing  Department 

waiting  room,  Qrove  Hall:  order  requesting  said  company  to  locate, 
passed  c  347 


Boston  Ideal  Homes  Exposition. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  $100 
from  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  to  be  expended  by  superintendent 
of  public  buildings,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  114-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  119;  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting order  for  an  appropriation  of  $125,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  122-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  130 


Boston  Infirmary  Department. 

trustees:  Edward  M.  Gallagher,  chairman;  Mary  A.  Dierkes,  secretary; 
Nathaniel  W.  Emerson,  James  A.  Dorsey,  Thomas  A.  McQuade, 
Arthur  Berenson.     Office,  28  Court  sq. 


Boston,  Nahant  &  Pines  Steamboat  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  steamboat  c  374 


Boston  Planning  Commission. 

ordinance  establishing,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  324- 
report,  accepted,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  336-report, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  349-report,  accepted,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  356 


Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company. 

grade  crossing.  East  Boston:  decree  of  Superior  Court  confirming 
decision  of  commissioners  appointed  for  purposes  of  abolishing  grade 
crossing,  etc.,  placed  on  file  c  58 

railroad  police:  notice  that  John  M.  Pike  is  no  longer  employed  c  118; 
notice  of  appointment  of  Charles  L.  Hamilton  and  Clay  T.  Foss  c  133; 
George  M.  Pike,  appointed  c  160 


Boston  Terminal  Company. 

unclaimed  baggage:  petition  to  sell  c  15;  committee  appointed  o  15- 
report,  with  order,  accepted,  order  passed  c  61 

Boston  Transit  Commission.     [Acts  of  1894,  chapter  548.] 

commissioners:    George   G.   Crocker,   chairman;   Horace   G.   Allen, 
George  F.  Swain,  Josiah  Quincy,  James  B.  Noyes 

secretary:  B.  Leighton  Beal 

chief  engineer:  Edward  F.  Davis.     Office,  15  Beacon  st. 

Dorchester  tunnel :  see  Dorchester  Tunnel 

eighteenth  annual  report:  placed  on  file  c  346 


Boston  Wharf  Company. 

report,  with  order,  accepted,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  322- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  393 


Boudrot,  F.  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  flooding  of  cellar,  Tremont  st.  c  42 

Bourne  Street. 

sidewalk:  Patrick  Meehan,  petition  c  273 

Boutelle,  H.  P. 

petition  to  be  repaid  expenses  on  account  of  sewer,  Standish  st.  c  15 

Bowen,  Esther. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  and  death  of  her  father  while  employed 
in  public  works  department  c  345 

Boylston  Street  Merchants'  Association. 

communication  relative  to  widening  St.  James  ave.  c  84,  85;  communica- 
tion relative  to  Copley  sq.  improvement,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  375 

Brackett  Street. 

sidewalk:  Margaret  J.  Feeney  et  al.,  petition  c  215 

Branch  Libraries.     {See  Library  Department.) 

order  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  and  report 
on  necessity  of  branch  libraries,  etc.,  passed  c  23 

Branch    Library,    Charlestown.      (<See    Library    Depart- 
ment.) 
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Branch  Library,  Roslindale.     {See  Library  Department.) 

Brand,  Frederick  J.     (Ex-Member  of  City  Council.) 
resolutions  on  death  c  74 


Brett,  John  A. 

appointed  library  trustee  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners 
c  96 


Bridges,  Repair  Worl<.     {See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Brigham,  Anna  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing  by  oil  team  c  152 

Brighton.     {See,  also,  Ward  25.) 

bathing  place.  North  Brighton:  see  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners 

branch  library,   Faneuil:  sec  Library  Department 

disposal  of  refuse:  see  Public  Works  Department 

incinerator:  see  Public  Works  Department 

laying  out  and  accepting  streets:  see  Holmes  Avenue  and  other 
streeli 

municipal  building:  see  Municipal  Buildings,  Brighton  and  Hyde 
Park 

Brinn,  Mary  L.,  Probation  Officer. 

communication  from  the  clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court  requesting  increase 
of  salary  for  probation  officer,  referred  to  committee  on  county 
accounts  c  190-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  201 


Bronze  Tablet   to   Col.    Robert   Keayne.     (<See  Keayne, 
Col.  Robert.) 

Broudy,  Harry. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  c  273 

Brown,  Vonie  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing  c  15 

Buckley,  Timothy  J.,  Councilman. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  Bunker  Hill  Day  c  23;  committee  on  appro- 
priations, executive,  finance,  ordinances,  claims,  county  accounts, 
legislative  matters  c  25:   committee  on  soldiers'  relief  c  4 

notice  of  intention  to  accept  position  as  teacher  in  evening  high  school, 
placed  on  file  c  243 

orders  offered :  printing  of  Municipal  Register  c  23 
Bunker  Hill  Day  committee  c  23 
displaying    flag    at    half-mast    on    City    Hall   on  daj'  of  funeral  of 

Thomas  M.  Babson  c  34 
floral  tribute  and  committee  to  attend  funeral  of  John  T.  Priest  c  79 
seats  at  City  sq.  c  102 
messenger,  Probate  Court  c  112 
East  Boston  Terminal  Company  c  119 
leave  of  absence  for  Spanish  War  veterans  c  193 
police  duty  beyond  city  limits  c  200 
recreation  pier,  East  Boston  c  200 
playground.  Ward  1  c  200 

cleaning  of  Charlestown  soldiers'  monument  c  218 
acceptance  of  Howes  st.  c  231 
leave  of  absence,  Spanish  War  veterans  c  231 
bath  house,  Wood  Island  park  c  231 
vacation  for  pumping  station  employees  c  244 
public  landing,  Dewey  Beach  c  249 
sidewalk.  Main  st.  c  267 
furnishing  of  electricity  c  389,  390 


Buckley,  Timothy  J.,  Councilman,  continued. 

remarks:  Arlington  st.  extension  c  12 
indorsement  of  charter  c  23 
Arlington  st.  extension  o  40 
metropolitan  planning  commission  c  43,  44 
claim  of  Dexter  Brothers  o  45 
extension  of  St.  James  ave.  c  62,  63 
closing  streets,  Marathon  race  c  88 
widening  of  St.  James  ave.  c  90 

appropriation  for  Municipal  Athletic  Association  c  91 
ordinance  relative  to  height  of  firemen  o  165 
railway  strike  c  180 
police  duty  beyond  city  limits  c  200 
recreation  pier.  East  Boston  c  200 
finance  reports  c  218 

leave  of  absence  for  Spanish  War  veterans  c  231 
bath  house.  Wood  Island  park  c  231 
cost  of  widening  Chelsea  st.,  Charlestown  c  335 
claim  of  Thomas  F.  Boggs  e  340 
changes  in  assessments,  Pleasant  st.  c  349 
claim  of  Ernest  H.  Bean  c  356 
furnishing  of  electricity  c  390 
act  relative  to  street  lighting  ^  390 


Building  Department. 

building  commissioner:  Arthur  G.  Everett 

clerk:  Charles  S.  Damrell.     Office,  100  Summer  st.,  third  floor 

additional  building  inspectors:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  the  building  commissioner  trans- 
mitting ordinance  relative  to  appointment  of  inspectors,  referred  to 
committee  on  ordinances  c  122 

board  of  examiners:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
an  ordinance  establishing  the  department  of  the  board  of  examiners 
for  the  further  preservation  of  life  in  the  construction,  alteration  and 
removal  of  buildings,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  171; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  replies  received  from 
organizations  relative  to  ordinance  establishing  board  of  examiners 
c  184,  185-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  185 

building  limits,  Hyde  Park:  see  Hyde  Park 

construction  of  buildings,  etc.:  report  of  committee  on  ordinances 
submitting  order  in  new  draft  providing  for  more  efficient  control  of 
building  operations  c  368,  369— laid  on  table  c  369-taken  up,  passed 
c  386 

dilapidated  buildings:  communications  from  the  mayor,  corporation 
counsel  and  building  commissioner  relative  to  removal  of  buildings, 
Wards  6,  10,  17,  20  and  25,  in  a  dangerous  condition,  etc.  c  120,  121- 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  121-report,  accepted,  order  pas.sed 
c  134;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication 
from  the  building  commissioner  calling  attention  to  building  No. 
2-6  Creek  sq.  and  Cabot  and  Windsor  sts.  c  151,  152-referred  to 
executive  committee  c  152-hearing  c  153-report,  accepted,  preamble, 
resolve  and  order  passed  c  164;  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  J.  Porter  Crosby  relative  to 
building,  Yeoman  st.,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  159-report, 
with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  178-taken  up,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  197;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  building  commissioner  relative  to,  referred 
to  the  executive  committee  e  332,  333-report,  accepted,  and  order 
of  notice  of  hearing,  passed  c  343-hearing  c  367-referred  to 
executive  committee  c  367;  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  the  building  commissioner  relative 
to,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  351-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  357-hearing  c  375,  376-referred  to  executive  committee 
c  376;  report  relative  to  buildings,  Creek  sq.  and  Cabot  St., 
recommending  passage  of  preambles  and  resolutions  relative  to 
removal  of  building,  Cabot  St.,  passed  c  377 

fire  limits:  report  of  committee  on  ordinances  that  committee  of  three 
be  appointed,  accepted,  said  reference  ordered  c  336;  special  com- 
mittee appointed  c  3.50;  report  of  special  committee,  discussed, 
accepted  c  387,  388 

fireproof  roofs  on  new  buildings,  etc.:   see  Ordinances 

report  of  finance  commission:  on  efficiency  of  department,  viz.: 
alleged  defects  of  the  building  department,  scope  of  the  finance 
commission's  investigation  of  administration  of  the  building  depart- 
ment, organization,  the  building  commissioner,  the  clerical  division, 
the  plan  division,  the  construction  division,  the  egress  division,  the 
plumbing  division,  the  gas  fitting  division,  the  elevator  division, 
the  existing  tenement  house  division,  the  enforcement  of  the  building 
law,  improper  practices,  the  financial  dealings  of  the  .supervisor  of 
the  gas  fitting  division,  violations  of  the  law  by  certain  employees 
of  the  building  department,  annual  reports,  unnecessary  or  defective 
material,  statements  of  accidents,  summary,  defects  in  the  building 
law,  places  of  public  assembly,  tenement  houses,  licensing  of  builders 
and  recommendations,  placed  on  file  c  310-321 

revised  building  limits:  message  of  mayor  and  communication  from 
fire  commissioner,  ordinance  establishing  revised  building  limits 
(referred  last  year),  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  24-placed 
on  file  c  24 


BUILDING 
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CAVALRY     t 


Building  Limits.     {Sec  Building  Department.) 

Building  for   Users  of   Drugs.      {See  Penal  Institutions 
Department.) 

Buildings,  Long  Island.     {See  Long  Island.) 

Buildings,  Taking  Down  of.    {See  Building  Department.) 

Bunker  Hill  Day. 

committee:  order  to  appoint  committee  to  prepare  program  for  cele- 
bration, passed,  committee  appointed  c  23 

Burbank  &  Ryder  Varnish  Company. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Alford  St.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  2G4 

Burial  Grounds.     {See,  also,  Cemetery  Department.) 

c22 

Burns,  Frank. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  fire  in  the  public  works  depart- 
ment yard  c  385 

Bust  of  Poet  Longfellow.     {See  Longfellow,  Henry  W.) 
Buttonwood  Street. 

sidewalk:    order  to   construct,  passed  c   119-report,  accepted,   order 
passed  c  130 


Cabot  Street, 
removal  of  dilapidated  buildings:   see  Building  Department 

Cadigan,  William  G. 

appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner  c  197-approved  by  civil  service 
commissioners  c  206 

Cain,  Jane. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  overflow  of  surface 
water  c  243 

Cain,  Patrick  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  overflow  of  water  c  215 

Calhoun,  William  L 

appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commis- 
sion c  96 

Call  Men,  Pensions  for.     {See  Fire  Department.) 


Cambridge  Bridge  Commission. 

commissioners:    John   F.   Fitzgerald,  ex   olBcio;    J.   Edward   Barry, 
ex  officio;   E.  D.  Leavitt 


Canal,  Causeway  and  Haverhill  Streets. 

leasing  of  land  by  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company:   see  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company 


Canavan,  Bernard. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  carriage  c  86 

Canterbury  Street. 

interest  in  land:  see  Claims,  or  Cronin,  Charles  H. 

Capen  Street. 

sidewalk:  M.  C.  Cone  el  al.,  petition  c  57-granted  c  112 

Carleton,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries,  Wareham  st.  c  42 

Carlos  Street. 

sidewalk:  L.  M.  Cruickshank  et   al.,   petition   c   215 

Carolina  Avenue  Playground. 

Goodwin,  W.  H.,  estate:  see  Goodwin,  W.  H.,  Estate 

Carr,  Edward  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  bursting  of  a  water 
pipe  c  353 

Carty,  Josephine. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  263-refused  e  389 

Casey,  Jamies  D.,  et  al. 

petition  asking  that  playground  and  swimming  pool  be  established 
between  North  and  South  ferries;  order  that  park  commissioners  give 
estimate  of  cost,  passed  c  200 

Castle  Island. 

appropriation  for  repairs  on  piers:  communications  from  the 
mayor,  park  commissioners  and  manager  of  Boston  &  Hough's  Neck 
Steamboat  Company  relative  to  repairs  on  piers  and  estimates  of 
cost  c  53,  54;  order  for  transfer  of  S4,100  from  Reserve  Fund,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  54-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  64 

Cataldo,  Ernest. 

petition,  compensation  for  goods  damaged  by  overflow  of  water  c  116 

Cathedral  Young  Men's  Catholic  Association. 

communication  from,  relative  to  municipal  building,  South  End,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance  c  353 


Cavaliere,  Henry. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  by  glass  from  a  barrel  being  emptied 
by  city  employees  c  57-refused  c  389 


Cavalry  Quarters,  Vacating.    (<See  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment.) 
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Cavanagh,  Catherine. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  caused  by  overflow  of  water  c  215 


Cemetery  Department. 

trustees:  Charles  E.  Phipps,  chairman;  Jacob  R.  Morse,  Albert  W. 
Hersey,  Frederick  E.  Atteaux,  John  J.  Madden,  Charles  E.  Phipps, 
appointed  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commission  c  96 

secretary:  John  Frank  Keating.     Office,  920  Tremont  Building 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for 
transfer  of  $4,000  from  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  278-rcport,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  328 

Dorchester  North  Burial  Ground:  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  cemetery  trustees  with  order  for  a  transfer  of  $12,000  from 
Reserve  Fund  c  139,  140-referred  to  executive  committee  c  140- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  178 


Central  Station,  Fire  Department,  Equipment. 

changes  and  additions,  cost  c  50 


Centre  Street,  Dorchester. 

sidewalk:    Second    Parish   Church  et  al.,  petition,   order  for   construc- 
tion, passed  c  118 


Centre  Street,  Ward  20. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  220 


Centre  Street,  West  Roxbury. 

widening  and  reconstruction:  order  for  loan  of  $200,000  for  reloca- 
tion, reconstruction  and  widening,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  288-report,  accepted,  and  referred  to  finance  committee  c  293; 
West  Roxbury  Citizens'  Association,  petition  for,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  288-report,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  with  order 
to  give  a  public  hearing  c  293 


Certificate  of  Election  of  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

{See,  also,  City  Council.) 
c  1 

Chamber  of  Commerce. 

communication   from   the   secretary  relative   to   establishing  board   of 
examiners  in  building  department  c  185 

Chamberlain,  Delbert  E. 

petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  personal  injuries  c  353 


Chambers,  John. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of  injuries  received  while 
an  employee  of  the  public  works  department  c  297 


Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Commercial  Associations. 

{See  Fifth  International  Congress  of  Commercial  Associ- 
ations.) 

Changes  in  Assessment,  Pleasant  Street.     {See  Pleasant 
Street,  Widening.) 

Changes  in  Elevated  Structures.     {See  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company.) 


Changing   Names   of   Streets.      {See   Street   Laying-Out 
Department.) 

Charles  River  Basin. 

sewerage  works:  report,   accepted,   given   first  reading   and  passage 
0  44-taken  up,  given  second  and  final  readings  c  60 

water,  condition  of:  see  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 

Charles  River  Bridge. 

guard  rails:  see  Park  Department 

Charles  Street. 

car  service:  see  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 

Charlestown.     {See,  also,  Wards  3,  4,  5.) 
bath  house:  see  Bath  Department 
branch  library:  see  Library  Department 
municipal  building:  see  Municipal  Building,  Charlestown 


Charter,  Indorsement  of. 

resolution  opposing  any  change,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  23- 
report,  discussed  c  24,  25-accepted,  resolution  adopted  c  25 


Chase,  Mrs.  W.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  defective  manhole  c  374 

Chase,  W.  Q. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Marlborough  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  309 

Chelsea  Bridge  South. 

appropriation:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  commissioner  of 
public  works  requesting  an  appropriation  of  $80,000  for  temporary 
bridge  between  Charlestown  and  Mystic  wharf  c  240,  241-referred  to 
committee  on  finance  c  241 

Chelsea  Creek. 

conduits:  laying  of,  by  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company:  see 
Port  of  Boston 


Chelsea  Street,  Charlestown. 

widening:  order  that  the  street  commissioners  furnish  estimate  of  cost 
of,  passed  c  91;  communication  from  the  street  commissioners  giving 
an  estimate  of  cost,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  335 


Chestnut  Street. 

extension :  petition  of  Sophia  Codman  et  al.,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  279 

the  necessity  for  street 
new  streets  in  the  down- 
expenditure  of  the  large 
street,  discussed,  referred 
referred  to  committee  on 


street  improvements:  order  that  owing  to 
improvements  in  the  outlying  districts  and 
town  district  the  council  does  not  favor  the 
amount  of  money  now  contemplated  for  said 
to  committee  on  appropriations  c  92-report, 
finance  c  378 

street  purposes:  order  that  the  executive  committee  hold  public 
liearing  May  31  on  expediency  of  taking  property  for  street  purposes, 
discussed,  indefinitely  postponed,  motion  to  reconsider,  laid  on  table 
c  158  f      f         ,  ,  ^ 


Children,  Appearance  of,  in  Evening.     {See  Licenses.) 
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Children,  Licensing  of.     (See  Licenses.) 

Children's  Consumptive  Hospital.     {See  Consumptives' 
Hospital  Dt'paitincnt.) 

Children's  Institutions  Department. 

trustees:  John  O'llarp,  cliairmiin;  ,Ininc3  P.  Cleary,  secretary; 
Caroline  S.  Atlicrton,  Louis  A.  Clinsburg,  John  F.  Cronin,  James  J. 
Bacisalupo,  Elizabeth  Ncedham.  Office,  32  Tremont  st.  Michael  J. 
Jordan,  appointed  o  !)(>;  notice  of  appointment  of  Margaret  Foley, 
placed  on  file  c  .'iliT-notiee  of  approval  from  civil  service  c  394 

barn,  Parental  School:  comnuinication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
eommunication  from  the  board  of  trustees  for  children  requesting  an 
appropriation  of  $7,000;  order  for  transfer  from  Reserve  Fund, 
referred  to  executive  committee  o  242-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  246 


Childs,  Henry  W. 

petition  for  retirement  c  160-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  201 

Church  Street. 

land:  releasing  city's  right:   see  Public  Lands 


City  Borrowing  Capacity.     {See,  also,  Sinking  Funds.) 
c  12,  13 

City  Clerk  Department. 

city  clerk:  John  T.  Priest;  resolutions  on  death  of  c  78,  79;  order 
to  proceed  to  election,  laid  on  table  c  88-taken  up,  discussed  c  97, 
98;  James  Donovan  elected  c  98;  communication  from  William  S. 
McNary  relative  to  election  of  James  Donovan  c  87 

assistant:  Wilfred  J.  Doyle 


City  Council. 

certificate  of  election 

J.  Kenny  c  1 


Walter  Ballantyne,  John  A.  Coulthurst,  Thomas 


city  documents:  order  for  printing  and  binding,  passed  e  395 

closing  proceedings:  c  397,  398;  adjourned  sine  die  c  398;  order  to 
print  closing  proceedings  as  a  city  document,  etc.,  passed  c  396 

committee  meetings:  order  that  all  standing  committees  hold  their 
meetings  in  public,  and  that  stenographic  reports  be  taken  of  meet- 
ings of  executive  committee,-  referred  to  executive  committee  c  392- 
report,  referred  to  committee  on  rules  c  393 

contingent  expenses:  quarterly  reports,  April  and  July  (C.  D.  62,  94), 
placed  on  file  c  216 

hearings:  order  that  the  several  committees  be  authorized  to  give 
hearings  at  their  discretion  on  matters  referred  to  them,  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  incidental  expenses,  passed  c  23 

inaugural  exercises:  cl;  prayer  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  James  Alexander 
c  1;    address  of  Mayor  Fitzgerald  c  1-3 

incidental  expenses:  order  that  expense  incurred  by  city  messenger 
March  16  in  display  of  flags  be  charged  to  incidental  expenses,  passed 
e  .59;  order  that  bills  for  advertising  be  approved,  passed  c  231 ;  order 
that  expenses  incurred  Columbus  Day  by  city  messenger  for  roping 
be  charged  to  incidental  expenses,  passed  c  276;  order  that  report  of 
hearings  concerning  the  assessing  of  certain  properties  be  printed  as 
a  city  document,  passed  c  357 

meeting:  called  February  16  c  8;  order  that  until  otherwise  ordered 
Monday  of  each  week,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  be  the  day  and  hour  of  meet- 
ing, assigned  c  4-taken  up,  indefinitely  postponed  c  25;  adjourned 
until  April  16  c  91;  next  c  202;  call  for  special  e  209;  order  for  next, 
passed  e  246;  special  call  c  370,  371 ;  February  1  e  390 

members: 

For    Term  Ending   February,    1913 

Matthew,  Attridge,  John  Joseph  c  1 
For  Teem  Ending  February,  1914:   Buckley,  Timothy  J, 

Earnest  E.,  McDonald,  Daniel  J.  c  1 
For  Term   Ending   February,  1915:     Ballantyne,  Walter,   Coult 

hurst,  John  Augustine,  Kenny,  Thomas  J.  c  1 

minutes:  order  to  print  and  bind  certain  number,  passed  e  395 
municipal  register:  see  Statistics  Department 


Collins,   Walter  L.,     Hale, 
Smith, 


City  Council,  continued.  I 

officers  connected  with  the  city  council: 

John  T.  Priest,  city  clerk 

Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  assistant  city  clerk 

John  F.  Dever,  clerk  of  committees 

Frank  X.  Chisholm,  secretary  of  the  city  council 

Edward  J.  Leary,  city  messenger 

Charles  E.  Silloway,  secretary  and  assistant  city  messenger 

organization:  order  that  clerk  of  committees  be  authorized  to  prepare 
pocket  edition,  etc.,  passed  e  23 

power  to  transfer:  order  that  the  corporation  counsel  be  requested  to 
advi.se  of  any  power  in  the  city  charter  or  otherwise  authorizing  the 
city  council  to  transfer  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  any  appropriation 
for  current  expenses  of  departments,  discussed,  passed  o  330-opinion 
of  corporation  counsel,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  339-report, 
accepted,  placed  on  file  c  343 

president:  order  to  proceed  to  election  of  president,  passed  c  4;  John 
J.  Attridge  elected  c  4;   opening  address  c  4 

question  of  privilege:  Councilor  Kenny  o  201,  202;  Councilor  Hale 
c  280 

rules:  report  of  committee  submitting  draft  of  rules  c  21,  22-referred 
to  executive  committee  c  22-report,  accepted,  amendments  adopted, 
rules  adopted  c  24;  order  that  rules  of  1911  be  accepted,  except  Rule 
32,  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare draft  of  rules,  etc.,  passed  c  4;    committee  appointed  c  4 

standing  committees:  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordinances, 
claims,  county  accounts,  legislative  matters,  Parkman  Fund,  printing, 
prisons,  public  lands  c  25 

thanks  for  Evacuation  Day  celebration:  communication  from  the 
South  Boston  Citizens'  Association,  e-xtending,  placed  on  file  c  57 

unfinished  business:  order  that  the  several  committees  resume  un- 
finished business,  passed  c  4;  order  that  same  be  referred  to  council 
of  1913,  passed  c  395 


City  Documents, 
printing  and  binding:  s«e  City  Council 

City  Election. 

order  giving  notice  of,  passed  c  353,  354 

City  Employees.     {See,  also,  the  different  departments.) 

annuity  for  widows  and  dependents:  see  Legislative  Matters 

half  holiday,  Evacuation  Day:  order  to  allow,  passed  c  45 

hours  of  labor:  communications  from  the  city  clerk  and  corporation 
counsel  relative  to  bringing  of  said  act  before  the  voters  at  the  next 
election,  placed  on  file  c  353 

information  relative  to  discharges,  removals  and  appointments: 

see  Heads  of  Departments 

leave  of  absence  for  Spanish  War  veterans:  see  Spanish  War 
Veterans 

leave  of  absence  for  Spanish  War  veterans:  order  to  grant  vacation 
for  annual  encampment,  passed  c  193 

militiamen,  vacation:  order  to  grant  a  vacation  to  all  city  employees, 
passed  o  148 

payment  for  duty  as  militiamen  at  Lawrence:  see  Armories  and 
Military  Affairs 

payment  for  overtime:  see  Ordinances 

picnic  holiday:  order  to  grant  a  holiday  without  loss  of  pay  to 
employees  on  day  of  picnic,  passed  c  157 

retirement  of  city  employees:  see  City  Employees 

Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  pay  roll:  order  for  payment  of. 
passed  c  330 

vacation  for  veterans:  order  to  allow  vacation  for  annual  encamp- 
ment, passed  c  148 


City  Hall  Annex. 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for 
the  transfer  of  $75,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  City 
Hall  Annex  c  264-266-referred  to  the  finance  commission,  discussed 
c  266,  267;  motion  to  reconsider,  refused  c  267;  communication  from 
the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $75,000.  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  284-report,  no  further  action  necessary  c  306-report, 
accepted  and  order  rejected  c  306 


CITY 
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City  Hall  Annex,  continued. 

engineering  plans:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order 
for  the  transfer  of  $5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  passed  c  342 

material:  order  that  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  report  on 
the  qualities  of  granite  and  Indiana  limestone  for  use  in  construction 
of  annex,  passed  c  217;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  giving 
report  on  the  relative  merits  of  granite  and  Indiana  limestone  c  225- 
228-referred  to  executive  committee  c  228-report,  accepted,  placed  on 
file  c  232;  communication  from  the  finance  commission  relative  to 
qualities  of  material  to  be  used,  referred  to  the  executive  committee 
c  274-report  on  report  of  finance  commission,  placed  on  file  c  306; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from 
the  architect  relative  to  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Master  Builders' 
Association  c  284,  285-referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  285- 
report,  placed  on  file  c  306;  communications  from  the  president  and 
members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  George  A.  Fuller 
Company  relative  to,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  286- 
report.  placed  on  file  c  306;  order  that  public  bodies,  such  as  Society 
of  Architects,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  be  requested  to  express  their 
opinion  regarding  contract,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  299- 
report,  placed  on  file  c  306 


City  Hospital.     (See  Hospital  Department.) 


City  Messenger  Department. 

assistant:  order  that  salary  of   Frederick  J.  Glenn  be  fixed  at  rate  of 
81,000  per  annum,  passed  c  65 

roping  off  Franklin  park:  order  to  rope  off  Franklin  park   May  30, 
during  pageant,  passed  c  157 


City  Planning  Commission. 

ordinance  establishing  (referred  last  year),  taken  up,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  24-report,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  161-report,  accepted,  referred  to  finance  commission  c  164 


City  Planning  Conference. 

communication  from  the  mayor  inclosing  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  National  Conference  on  City  Planning  relative  to 
acceptance  of  invitation  to  hold  annual  convention.  May  27-29; 
order  for  transfer  of  $2,000  from  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  70-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  73;  order  that 
remarks  of  Hon.  James  A.  Gallivan  be  printed  as  a  city  document, 
discussed  c  161-164-passed  c  164 


City    Playgrounds.       {See,    also,    Playgrounds    and     the 
different  wards.) 
instructors:  see  Bath  Department 

City  Record. 

order  to  enlarge  and  place  on  news  stands  for  sale,  etc.,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  395 


City  Refuse,     (^ee  Public  Works  Department.) 

City  Square, 
seats  around  triangle:  order  to  place,  passed  c  103 

Civil  Service. 

for  assessing  departinent:  see  Assessing  Department 

Civil   Service  for   Employees,    Deer   Island.      {See   Deer 
Island.) 

Claims, 
committee:  appointed  c  25 


Claims,  continued. 

claims:    referred  in   1910  and   1911,  report,  given  leave  to  withdraw 
(list  of  claims  given),  accepted  c  389 

list  of  claims:   upon  which  action  has  been  taken  (C.  D.  144)  c  396 

American  Paper  Stock  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  dam- 
ages, Albany  st.,  by  water  pipes  c  86 

Anderson,  G.  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Hopedale  st. 
c86 

Ardolino,  Charles:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  son  c  42- 
refused  o  389 

Arkinson,  W.  F.,  &  Co.:  petition  to  be  repaid  a  sum  forfeited  on 
account  of  refusal  to  accept  a  contract  c  96-refused  c  389 

Baker,  Hattie  A. :  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property, 
Champney  ct.  c  152 

Band,  Joseph:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse  c  125 

Bangs,  Anna  B.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  at  555  Hunt- 
ington ave.  by  water  and  oil  e  252 

Barbotjr,  Harry  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c  278 

Barney,  Emma,  et  al.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  c  366 

Barrett,  Bridget:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  353 

Beach,  Mary  C:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  cloth- 
ing by  steam  roller  c  15 

Bean,  Ernest  H.:  petition,  compensation  for  clothing  lost  at  an 
institution  c  345-granted  c  356 

Beatty',  William  J.:  report  and  order  to  pay  $1,252  for  damages  to 
bowling  alle.v,  Chauncy  st.,  accepted,  passed  c  42 

Bello,  Israel:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  c  385 

Beeenson  Construction  Company:  petition,  compensation  for 
damages,  Denmark  st.  c  176;  petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  a 
fee  for  a  permit  issued  by  the  building  department  c  374 

Beslageturian,  Azuirb:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c263 

Bevilacqua,  O.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  fire  escape 

c57 
Bickerman,  Sam.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse  and 

wagon  c  243 
Blasser,  George  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate, 

18  Leon  st.  c  353 
BoGGS,  Thomas  F.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of 

injuries  received  while  a  member  of  the  fire  department  c  298- 

granted  c  340 
BoLLE,  George:     petition,    compensation    for    damages  to  estate, 

River  and  West  Selden  sts.  e  57 
Boston,  Nahant  &  Pines  Steamboat  Company:  petition,  compensa- 
tion for  damages  to  steamboat  c  374 
Boston   Wharf   Company:   report,    with    order,    accepted,    referred 

to   executive   committee   c   322-report   and  order  allowing  claim, 

accepted,  passed  c  393 
BouDROT,  F.  L.:    petition,    compensation     for    flooding     of     cellar, 

Tremont  st.  c  42 

Bohtelle,  H.  P.:  petition  to  be  repaid  expenses  on  account  of  sewer, 
Standish  St.  c  15 

BowEN,  Esther:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  and  death  of 
her  father  while  employed  in  public  works  department  c  345 

Brigham,  Anna  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing 
by  oil  team  c  152 

Broudy,  Harry:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  c  273 
Brown,  VonieE.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 
c  15 

Burns,  Frank:  petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  fire  in  the 
public  works  department  yard  c  385 

Cain,  Jane:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  over- 
flow of  surface  water  c  243 

Cain,  Patrick  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  overflow 
of  water  c  215 

Canavan,  Bernard:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  carnage 
c  86 

Carleton,  John:  petition,  compensation   for  personal   injuries  e  42 
Carr,  Edward  H.  :  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
bursting  of  a  water  pipe  c  353 

Carty,  Josephine:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  203- 
refused  c  389 

Cataldo,  Ernest:  petition,    compensation    for   goods   damaged    by 

overflow  of  water  c  116 
Cavaliere,  Henry:  see  Cavaliere,  Henry 

CAVANAfiH,  Catherine:  petition,  compensation  i'or  damage  cauised 
by  overflow  of  water  c  215 

Chamberlain,  DelbehtE.:  petition  for  hearing  un  claim  for  personal 
injuries  o  353 

Chambers,  John:  petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of 
injuries  received  while  an  employee  of  the  public  works  department 
c296 
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Claims,  continued. 

CiivsL',  Miis.  \V.  A.;  politioii,  compcnsnMou  for  iiijviries  cauKod  by 
iloft'i'tivi'  iiiaiiholi'  c  ;i74 

Ci.AKK,  Annik  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  dnniage  to  property, 
Ilarvarii  and  Gleiiway  sts.  o  86 

CuARK,  Uessib  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred  on 
account  of  freezing  of  water  meter  c  57 

CoFKKY,  Johanna:  petition  to  be  paid  for  fence  removed  on  Newhall 
St.  c  ISi) 

Coi-UNS,  John  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  3GG 

Collins,  M.  VV'.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by 
overflow  of  sewer  c  215 

CoNKOY,  John:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injury  c  273 

CooLinoE,  Harold  J.,  ei  al.,  Trusteef,:  petition  to  be  paid  for  damage 
to  property,  Border  St.,  by  fireboat  c  70 

CowEN,  Charles  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  caused  by 
defect  in  street  c  334 

Cressy,  M.  D.,  &  Co.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse 
c  57 

CnoNiN,  Abbie:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property  c  273 

Cronin,  Charles  H. :  petition  for  release  of  city's  interest  in  land, 
Canterbury  st,  c  152-report,  with  order  releasing  city's  interest, 
discussed  c  198,  199-passed  c  199 

Crowley,  Annie  T.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  o  .57 

Crowley,  Clara  S.  :  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c  196 

Cruff,  Minnie  G.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  365 

Cdnby-Beetoney  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  loss  caused 
by  failure  of  city  to  inspect  electric  wires  c  15-refused  c  389 

Cunningham,  Catherine  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  caused  by  break  in  water  pipe  c  374 

Cunningham,  Margaret:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by 
freezing  water  pipes.  Falcon  st.  c  15 

Davis,  Lillian:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property  by 
overflow  of  sewer  c  230 

Davis,  Park  L.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  caused  by 
bursting  main,  Atlantic  ave.  c  176 

Delehanty,  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Bulfinch  st. 
c42 

Desmond,  Denis:  petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  i3re  in  the 
public  works  department  yard  c  385 

Desmond,  George  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  prop- 
erty by  overflow  of  sewage  c  374 

Dewire,  Charlotte  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred 
on  account  of  backing  of  drain  c  252 

Dexter  Brothers  Company:  communication  from  the  commis- 
sioner of  public  works  relative  to  claim  for  damages  caused  by 
flooding  of  store  e  15-report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  45- 
reconsidered,  laid  over  c  45-taken  up,  accepted,  passed  c  61 

Di  Marco,  Benjamin:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c  374 

Donovan,  John  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  70 

Donovan  &  Winch:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  prop- 
erty, Chauncy  st.  c  15 

DoRDONi,  Peter:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by 
break  in  water  pipe  c  215 

Doyle,  M.,  &  Co.:  petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  horse  c  309 

Draper,  A.  L.,  M.  D.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto- 
mobile caused  by  defect  in  highway  c  273 

Driscoll,  Daniel  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages.  Terrace 
St.  c  111 

Dwyer,  Ellen  G.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing 
by  fire  department  c  160 

Fahey,  Mary:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  252 

Fairfield,  F.  Wallace:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to 
trombone  o  309 

Fallon,  Thomas:  see  Fallon,  Thomas 

Fallon,  Thomas:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  while 
employed  at  Suffolk  County  Jail  c  176-report,  accepted  and  order 
passed  c  207;  communication  from  the  mayor  vetoiiig  order, 
placed  on  file  c  373 

Fawcett,  Peter:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  309 

Feinzig,  David:  petition,  compensation  tor  damages.  Poplar  st.  c  28 

Felton,  John:  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  time  on  account  of 
injuries  received  while  employed  by  city  c  116 

Fitzgerald,  Margaret:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  prop- 
erty by  street  oiling  machine  c  243 

Flynn,  C.  J.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  horse  e  111 

Flynn,  Thomas  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred  on 
account  of  stoppage  of  sewer  c  263 

Fog  arty,  John  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  300 

Foley,  John  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  caused  by 
overflow  of  sewer  c  273 


Claims,  continued. 

Ford,  John  J.:  compensation  for  injuries  received  o  176 
Foster,  George  S.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  57 
Fox,  Mary  M.:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by 
blasting  c  263 

Gaffey,  Annie:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  278 

Gately,  William:  petition,  compensation  for  backing  up  of  sewer, 

St.  Alphonsus  st.  e  189 

Gavin,  Ellen:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property  c  285 
Genoud,  Mrs.  Henri:    petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c215 

Gill,  William:    petition,  compensation    for    expense    incurred    by 
leaking  service  pipe,  Glenway  st.  c  70 

GiLLEN,  Mary  J.:  petition  for  hearing  c  334 

Ginsburg,    M.:    petition,    compensation    for    damage    to    property 
caused  by  blasting  c  353 

GoGGiN,  James:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  28 

Goodhue,  H.  W.;    petition  that  city  pay  cost  of  removing  obstruc- 
tion in  sewer  at  63  Davison  st.  c  252 

Gorman,  Mrs.  D,  J.,   et  al.:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to 

clothing  by  spraying  trees  c  215 
Gottie,  Bert:  petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  personal  injuries  c  42 
Grant,  George  O.:    petition,   compensation  for  arrest  and  alleged 

illegal  acts  by  the  police  department  c  263-refused  c  389 
Grinnell,  A.  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile 

e  263 
Guarciello,  Vincenzo:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon 

by  auto  of  the  park  department  c  215 
Golesian,  M.  H.:  petition,   compensation  for  damage,   Huntington 

ave.,  by  sewer  c  70-refused  c  389 
Gusenof,  David:    petition,    compensation    for    damages    to     store 

window  c  57-refused  c  389 
Hale  House:  petition  to  be  paid  for  barrels  lost  c  96-refused  c  389 
Harrington,  Timothy  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  wages 

caused  by  injuries  in  health  department  c  70 
Hart,  Bridget:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by 

spraying  machine  c  243 
Harvard  Provision  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damages. 

Harvard  st.  c  116 
Haverty,  Mary:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  215 
Hayes,  John:    petition  to  be  paid  S25  for  labor  on  sewer  in  Taylor 

St.  c  252 
Healy,  D.  M.:    petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of 

water  c  309 
Hendricks,  Maria:  petition,   compensation   for  injuries   caused  by 

defective  water  shut-off.  Gay  Head  st.  c  42 
Hilton    Express    Company:    petition,    compensation    for    damage 

caused  by  defect  in  street  c  353 
HoERNER,  George:  petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Fisher  ave. 

c42 
Hood,  H.  P.,  &  Son:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  team 

c  125 
HoRAN,  George:     petition,    compensation    for    damage    to    wagon 

caused  by  city  team  c  273 
HoRQAN,  Susan  M.  J.:    petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c263 
Hughes,  Julia  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  96 
Hyneman,   Francis:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  blasting 

c  57-refused  c  389 
Jacobs,  C.  J.,  Company:    petition  to  be  paid  for  labor  on  broken 

sewer  in  Norway  st.  c  334 
Jacobs,  Samuel:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  c  304 
Jennison,  E.  E.:     petition,   compensation   for   damage   to   auto   by 

horse  of  the  public  works  department  c  215 
Johnson,  S.  R.  :  petition  for  hearing  and  claim  on  account  of  accident 

at  Gaylord  and  Washington  sts.  c  243-refused  c  389 
Jones,  Charles  W.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  from  the 

Woodman  Jones  estate.  River  st.  c  374 
Jones,  Harriet  L.  :  petition,  compensation  for  damages  bj'  stoppage 

of  drain  c  196 
Kane,  Frank  J.:  petition   to   be   paid   wages   for   time   lost  while 

working  for  the  city  c  57 
Keenan,  John  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  son  c  116 
Kelleher,  Margaret  H.:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to 

clothing  by  oil  c  196 
Kelley,  Frank  J.:   petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of 

injuries  received  while  employed  in  public  grounds  department  c  298 
Kelley,  Patrick  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Dean  st., 

by  overflow  from  gutter  c  42 
Kelly,  Jeremiah:    petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property 

by  overflow  of  sewer  c  345 
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Kepness,  Abraham:   petition,  compensation   for   injuries   to    horse 

c  189 
Kino,  Catherine:    petition,  compensation  for  damages,   Dana  st. 

c  189 
King,  N.  J.:   petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  tire  c  273 
Langley,  Arthur  F.  :      petition,     compensation    for    damages    by 

shutting  off  water  c  334 
Lapsley,  Catherine  C:  petition,    compensation    for    personal    in- 
juries c  124-refused  c  389 
Lavin,  Jame8  J.:   petition,  compensation  for  two  weeks'  labor  c  215 
Lavin,   Mary  F.  :   petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by 

overflow  of  sewer  c  215 
Leonard,  Jessie:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  116 
Lbvitor,  Joseph:   petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  team  o  334 
Lewis,  George:  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  coat  c  152-refused 

c  389 
Lewis  &  Mullen:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property 

by  overflow  of  sewer  c  215 
Long  Brothers:    petition,   compensation   for   injuries   to   horse   by 

manhole  c  252 
Longfellow,  H.  W. :    petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred 

in  repairing  drain  c  334 
Lucas,  Edward  S.:    petition,  compensation  on  account  of  sickness 

c  304 
LuoNi,  Caroline:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

c263 
Macaluso,  Carmela  M.,  Trustee:  petition  to  be  repaid  for  repairing 

sewer  at  4  and  6  Hollander  st.  c  353 
MacIntyre,  E.  L.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property, 

Main  st.  c  70 
Magner,  Michael  F.  :   petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  street 

construction  c  243 
Magoire,  Elizabeth:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

by  tree  guard  c  297 
Maguire,  M.:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  at 

49  Clayton  st.  c  243 
Mahoney,  Nora  C:     petition   for  hearing   on   claim   for  personal 

injuries  c  285 
Mahoney,  Patrick  J.:  petition   to   be   paid   wages   while   sick   on 

account  of  accident  in  sanitary  division  c  15 
Malaguti,  Fred  D.:   petition  for  hearing  on  his  claim  c  345 
Manofsky,  Morris!    petition,   compensation   for   personal  injuries 

c230 
Marcus,  A.  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  189- 

refused  c  389 
Martin,  Michael  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property 

by  break  in  water  main  c  353 
Massa,  Pietro  a.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of 

injuries  received  while  at  work  for  city  c  86 
McCaffrey,  George  H.:  see  McCaffrey,  George  H. 
McCaffrey,  P.:  petition,   compensation  for  damages  caused   by   a 

falling  tree  c  365 
McCallan,  Andrew:    petition,   compensation   for  personal  injuries 

c285 
McCarthy,  Bridget:    petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c215 
McColgan,  Daniel:  petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of 

injuries  received  while  working  for  the  city  c  57 
McDebmott,    Margaret    and    James:    petition,    compensation    for 

damages  to  property  by  a  break  in  water  main  c  353 
MoDonald,  Edward  A.:     petition,    compensation   for   personal    in- 
juries c  189 
McDonald,  Ronald  J.:      petition,    compensation    for    damage    to 

property  by  overflow  of  sewer  c  230 
McDonough,  Catherine:    petition,   compensation  for  damages  to 

property,  East  Ninth  st.  c  189 
McElroy,  Edward  J.:  petition,   compensation  for  lo.ss  of  clothing 

and  personal  injuries  c  374 
McGannon,  Margaret:   petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c309 
McGettrick,  a.  F.,  el  al.:    petition,  compensation  for  damages  to 

property  c  334 

McGovern,  James:    petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  loss  of  horse 

c263 
McISAAC,  Isabelle:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

c365 

McKenna,  Thomas  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  on 
account  of  stoppage  of  main  sewer,  Pine  st.,  Ward  26  c  189 

McKenney,  James:  petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  fire  in 
the  public  works  department  yard  c  385 
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McKeon,  Richard:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  on  account 
of  overflow  of  sewer  c  215 

McLaughlin,  William:  petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  fire 
in  the  public  works  department  yard  c  385 

McMoHBOW,  Patrick:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received 
while  in  employ  of  city  c  96 

McNamara,  Joanna:  petition  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  clothing 
c  196 

McShane  Bell  Foundry  Company:  petition  to  be  paid  $14.19, 
amount  overpaid  in  purchase  of  old  bells  from  fire  department  c  215 

McSoLi^,  M.  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  by 
falling  into  catch-basin  c  252 

Minton,  Mary  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  365 

Moore,  William  J.:  petition  for  hearing  c  374 

Moran,  M.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  work  on  Vine  Street  Church  c  176 

Morrison,  Annie  W.:    petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  196 
MoRRissEY,  Thomas:    petition,   compensation   for  personal   injuries 

c  263 
Mulligan,  Thomas:   petition,  compensation  for  damage  on  account 

of  overflow  of  sewer  c  215 
Munn,  Margaret:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

c304 
Munroe,  Mrs.  Murdock:  petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  personal 

injuries  c  96 
Murphy,  Charles  E.:   petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  prop- 
erty c  285 
Murphy,  Charles  E.:    petition,  compen.si\tion  for  loss  on  account 

of  action  taken  by  city  at  26-28  Pleasant  st.  c  304 
Murray,  John  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Albany  st., 

by  defective  sewer  c  28 
Murray,  Patrick  J.:     petition,     compen,sation    for    damages    by 

stoppage  of  sewer  c  273 
Murray,  Thomas:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  c  176 

Nason,  Opheua  C:     petition,   compensation   for   personal   injuries 

0  304 
New  England  Towel  Supply  Company:     petition,    compensation 

for  injuries  to  horse  c  196 
Nickerson,  Charles  N.:     petition,    compensation   for   damage    to 

clothing  c  309 
Norton,  John  C:    petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property 

by  overflow  of  sewer  c  297 
O'Brien,  Daniel  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property 

by  overflow  of  sewer  c  215 
O'Brien,  Edward  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break- 
ing water  pipe.  Sawyer  st.  c  57 
O'Brien,  Jeremiah:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property, 

Dickens  st.,  by  overflow  of  sewer  c  196 

O'Conneil,  John  W.  :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  wages  on 
account  of  injuries  received  c  304 

O'Hare,  Stephen:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  345, 
353-refused  c  389 

O'Leary,  Daniel  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c  285,  297 

Peters,  Mary:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by 
overflow  of  catch-basin  c  215 

PiETCHEL,  Carl,  et  al.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  over- 
flow of  sewer  c  309 

QuiNCY  Market  Cold  Storage  and  Warehouse  Company:  petition 
to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  permits  declared  void  c  263 

QuiNCY,  Mary  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting 
water  main  c  96 

Rantin,  Albert  B.:  petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  personal 
injuries  c  263 

Reagan,  Annie:  petition  to  be  compensated  for  death  of  husband, 
injured  while  in  employ  of  city  o  96 

Regan,  E.  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property, 
Edwin  St.  c  196 

Reilly,  Joseph:   petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  c  215 

Reynolds,  Mary  E.,  Executrix:  petition,  compensation  for  repair- 
ing drain  at  23  Newark  st.  o  345 

Roberts,  Bessie  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c42 

Rosenthal  Brothers:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  back- 
ing up  of  .sewer  c  273 

Rowan,  Mary  and  Bridget:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by 
defective  sewer  c  243 

Rubin,  David:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile 
c  252 

St.  Botolph  Club:  petition  to  be  reimbursed  amount  paid  for 
removal  of  waste  c  189 


CLAIMS 


(16) 


COAL 


Claims,  conlitmed. 

Sancs,  S.  J.:  petition,    compensation    for   personal    injuries,    South 

Market  st.  c  57 
Saronovitch,  Peter:    petition,  eompensation  for  personal  injuries 

e345 
Sawin  &  Lawrence:   petition,  compensation    for    damages    caused 

by  bursting  main,  Atlantic  ave.  o  176 
Scott,  Isabel:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  o   160 
SuEEHAN,    William   P.:  petition,    compensation   for   backing   up   of 

sewer,  Columbia  rd.  o  140 
Silver,  Joseph:  petition,   compensation   for   damages,   Bulfinch   St., 

by  fire  department  c  28 
Silver,  Samuel:   petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  243 
Snow,  Lucretia  A.:  petition,  damages  to  estate,  corner  Dorchester 

and  Melville  aves.  c  152 
Steritti,  Angelo:  petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  property 

c374 
Stevens,  F.  C:   petition,  eompensation  for  damage  to  clothing  c  304 
Sullivan,  Alice  G.,  et  al.:    petition,   compensation  for  damage   to 

property  by  backing  up  of  sewage  c  243 
Sullivan,    Arthur    A.:    petition,    payments    for  repairing    clock, 

Lyceum  Hall  c  42 
Sullivan,  John  J.:  petition  to  be  repaid  expense  of  repairing  drain 

c  366 
Sutton,  Bridget:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  on  account  of 

freezing  of  water  pipes  c  374 

Sweeney,  Michael:  petition,    compensation   for   time    lost   during 

illness  while  employed  by  city  c  125 
Tarplin,  Jacob:  petition,   compensation  for  damages  by  defective 

sewer  c  152 
Taylor,  Olin  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  c  176 

Thierfelder,    Edward:    petition,     compensation    for    damage    to 

awning  c  273 
Thomas,   John    B.,  Agent:    petition,    compensation  for   damages   to 

estate,  Harrison  ave.  and  Randolph  St.,  by  sewer  c  70 

TiGHE,  Michael:  petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  fire  in  the 
public  works  department  yard  c  385 

ToBiN,  Johanna  A. :  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property 

c304 
Toole,  Arthur  J.:    petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  trees  caused 

by  change  of  grade  of  street  c  273 
Turner,  Charles  E.:    petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  345 
Uachia,  Batista:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15- 

refused  c  389 

ViLLARD,  Mrs.  Joseph:   petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  230 
VoRENBEBG,  SiMON:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by 

cart  c  196 
Wall,  William  J. :   petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sprinkling 

street  with  oil  c  215 
Ward,  Ellwood  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  in  Dunboy 

St.  c  176-refused  c  389 
Welsh,  Willard,  et  al.:  petition,  offering  to  surrender  invalid  tax 

deeds  c 125 
Whall,  Harry  B.:     petition,    compensation    for    damage    to  auto- 
mobile c  26.3-refused  c  389 
Wharton,   Royal  S.:  petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  auto- 
mobile caused  by  defect  in  street  c  353 
Whelton,  Daniel  F.:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse 

and  wagon  c  334 
Whitten,  William  H.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  drain 

at  16  Woodside  ave.  c  353 
Wilcox,  Elizabeth:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  28- 

refused  c  389 
Williams  Brothers:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property 

by  leak  in  water  main  c  345 
Williams,  John  W.  :   petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property 

by  backing  up  of  sewage  c  304 
Williams,  William  J.,  Administrator:    petition  to  be  paid  $25  cash 

bail  forfeited  by  P.  J.  McNulty  c  189 
Woods,  Esther  C:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property 

c366 
Woodworth,  Sarah  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  15 

Zangla,    Francesco:    petition,    compensation   for   personal  injuries 
c  374 

Zangla,  Stetaris:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  374 
ZiRiLi.i,  Salvatore:     petition,   compensation   for   death   of   son   by 
fire  apparatus  c  215 


Clarendon  Hills. 

bridge:  communication  from  Albert  Fox  requesting  appointment  of 
committee  on  condition  of  bridge,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  218 

right  of  way:  order  that  the  corporation  counsel  be  requested  to 
advise  city  council  as  to  rights  of  city  for  right  of  way  over  the  rail- 
road, passed  c  136 


Clark,  Annie  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property.  Harvard  and  Glenway 
sts.  c  86 


Clark,  Bessie  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred  on  account  of  freezing  of 
water  meter  c  57 


Clerk  of  Committees  Department. 

committees:  standing,  appointed    c    25;     special,    branch    libraries, 
Evacuation  Day  c  23;  Bunker  Hill  Day  c  23;   unclaimed  baggage  c  15 

clerk  of  committees:  John  F.  Dever 

pocket  edition  of  organization  of  government,  etc.:   order  to  pre- 
pare, passed  c  23 


Coakley,  Daniel  H. 


appointed  park  commissioner  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commis- 
sion c  96 


Coal  Holes,  Fees  for  Permits.     (See  Ordinances.) 


Coal,  Increased  Cost  of. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  resolutions  relative  to, 
referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  334-report,  accepted,  resolu- 
tions passed  c  343 


Coal  and  Coke  Licenses. 

licenses  granted  by  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  c  29,  41,  57,  86, 
96,  125,  140,  152,  160,  177,  189,  196,  206,  216,  230,  243,  252,  263,  273, 
286,  305,  334,  345,  354,  375,  386 


Coal,  Weighers. 

Walter  L.  Meilne,  appointed  c  8-confirmed  c  30;  Robert  M.  Gould, 
appointed  c  8;  Fannie  Solomon,  appointed  c  8-confirmed  c  30;  Lewis 
F.  Hamblen,  appointed  c  48-confirmed  c  71;  Francis  W.  Darling, 
Andrew  L.  Sherman,  Virgie  N.  Whittum,  appointed  c  37— confirmed 
c  60;  Lemuel  T.  James,  Stephen  J.  King,  appointed  c  4-confirmed 
c  24;  Henry  C.  Murphy,  James  F.  Murphy,  appointed  c  4;  Alden  H. 
Harding,  appointed  c  4-confirmed  c  24;  William  B.  Harlow  et  al., 
appointed  c  114-confirmed  c  125;  Fred  T.  Jackson,  appointed  c  114- 
confirmed  c  125;  William  Van  Artsen,  Anton  S.  Beckert,  appointed 
c  120-confirmed  c  134;  appointed  for  one  year  c  109-confirmed  c  118; 
Aidan  O'Gallagher,  James  Kinneally,  appointed  c  131-confirmed  c  140; 
Lewis  F.  Hamblen,  appointed  weigher  c  137-confirmed  c  153;  Walter 
H.  Cutter,  M.  M.  Kelleher,  appointed  c  183-confirmed  c  197;  Ben- 
jamin Youngman  et  al.,  appointed  c  195-confirmed  c  206;  Algernon 
D.  Brown  et  al.,  laid  over  c  205;  E.  D.  Robbins,  appointed  c  209- 
confirmed  c  231;  Arthur  T.  Partington,  appointed  c  221-confirmed 
c  244;  Daniel  Delaney,  Jr.,  et  al.,  appointed  c  240-confirmed  c  252; 
Horace  McKeen  et  al.,  appointed  c  257-confirmed  c  275;  James  A. 
Mills  et  al.,  appointed  c  271,  272-confirmed  c  279;  Joseph  Lane  et  al, 
appointed  c  278-confirmed  c  287;  John  A.  McKeon,  appointed  c  285- 
confirmed  c  298;  William  J.  Doyle,  appointed  c  300-confirmed  c  321; 
Paul  F.  Tierney,  appointed  c  295-confirmed  c  305;  Harold  A.  Bow- 
man, appointed  c  331-eonfirmed  c  346;  John  Bowman,  appointed 
c  361-confirmed  c  376;  Leslie  Kierstead,  Benjamin  F.  Appleby, 
David  Miller,  appointed  c  351-confirmed  c  367;  Robert  Dennie, 
John  F.  Carroll,  Henry  Rock,  appointed  c  372-confirmcd  c  386 


Coal,  Wood  and  Bark,  Measurers  and  Weighers  of. 


COFFEY 


(17) 


COMMITTEES 


Coffey,  Johanna. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  fence  removed  on  Newhall  st.  o  189 

Cohen,  A. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Dover  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  278 


Cole,  Charles  H. 

notice  from  civil  service  of  approval  of  appointment  as  fire  commissioner 
c  15 


Cole,  James  E. 

appointed   commissioner  of  wires  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  com- 
mission c  96 


Collecting  Department. 

collector:  Bowdoin  S.  Parker.    Office,  21  City  Hall,  first  floor. 

additional  employees:  communication  from  the  finance  commission 
submitting  report  upon  recent  additions  to  force  c  IS,  19-placed  on 
file  c  19 

Hyde  Park  tax  deeds:  see  Hyde  Park 

tax  collections  every  six  months:  order  that  the  corporation  counsel 
draft  an  ordinance  calling  for  such  collections,  referred  to  committee 
on  ordinances  c  395 


Collins  Hardware  Company. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Washington  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  274 

Collins,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  366 

Collins,  M.  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  overflow  of  sewer 
c215 

Collins,  Walter  L.,  Councilman. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  branch  libraries  c  23;  committee  on  Bunker 
Hill  Day  c  23;  committees  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance, 
ordinances,  county  accounts,  legislative  matters,  Parkman  Fund  c  25; 
committee  on  rules  c  4 

elected:  manager  Old  South  Association  c  23 

orders  offered:  committee  on  branch  libraries  c  23 
completion  of  Norfolk  st.  c  31 
resolutions  on  death  of  Thomas  M.  Babson  c  33 
widening  Norfolk  st.  c  60 

resolutions  on  death  of  Frederick  J.  Brand  c  74 
laying  out  streets  c  88 
sidewalk,  Bicknell  st.  c  88 
election  returns,  April  30  c  103 
clerical  assistance,  Probate  Court  c  112 
sidewalk,  Whitfield  st.  c  112 
sidewalk,  Kilton  st.  c  112 
sidewalk,  Glenway  st.  c  112 
laying  out  Melville  rd.  and  other  streets  c  112 
laying  out  Holmes  ave.  and  other  streets,  Brighton  c  112 
sidewalk.  Centre  st.  c  118 
sidewalk.  Park  st.  c  118 
sidewalk,  Washington  st.  c  118 
sidewalk,  Buttonwood  st.  o  119 
sidewalk,  Wheatland  ave.  c  129 
right  of  way.  Clarendon  Hills  c  136 
laying  out  Metropolitan  ave.  c  136 
sidewalk.  Walnut  ave.  o  140 
Quincefield  St.,  acceptance  c  148 
roping  off  Franklin  park  c  157 
acceptance  of  Wellington  rd.  c  1.58 
playground,  Mattapan  c  158 
roping  off  playgrounds,  Dorchester  Day  c  101 
sidewalk,  Milton  ave.  c  193 


Collins,  Walter  L.,  Councilman,  continued. 

sidewalks,  Glenway,  Bernard,  Washington  sts..  Ward  20  c  193 

laying  out  Pontiac  st.  and  Evelyn  st.  c  201 

resurfacing  Harvard  st.  c  202 

sidewalk,  Armandine  st.  c  207 

convenience  station.  Ward  21  c  218 

sidewalk.  Centre  st.  c  220 

public  landing,  Malloch's  wharf  c  246 

resurfacing  Hollander  and  Rockwell  sts.  o  249 

construction  of  Lithgow  st.  c  268 

street  construction  c  268 

sidewalk,  Rosedale  st.  c  275 

laying  out  of  streets  c  287 

resurfacing  of  streets  c  299 

sidewalk,  Neponset  ave.  c  306 

sidewalk  orders  c  340 

waiting  room.  Grove  Hall  c  347 

bridge,  Medway  st.  c  347 

lighting  of  Minot  School  c  367,  368 

sidewalk,  Neponset  ave.  c  368 

re-establishment  of  car  line  c  308 

purchase  of  Tenean  Beach  c  391 

money  for  city  registrar  c  396 

remarks:  on  election  of  president  c  4 
Arlington  st.  extension  c  11,  12 
completion  of  Norfolk  st.  c  31 
death  of  Corporation  Counsel  Babson  c  33 
Arlington  st.  extension  c  41 
extension  of  St.  James  ave.  c  61,  62 
loan  for  sewerage  works  c  75,  76 
death  of  John  T.  Priest  c  79 

appropriation  for  Municipal  Athletic  Association  c  91 
annual  estimates  c  101,  102 
Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce,  etc.  c  103 
Parkman  Fund  report  c  104 
soil  irrigation  c  104,  106 
playground,  Mt.  Ida  section  c  127,  128 
appropriation  for  fire  department  o  128 
playground,  Mt.  Ida  c  141,  144 
mayor's  office  expenses  c  146 

appropriation  for  fire  and  police  departments  c  147,  148 
covering  of  garbage  cans  c  156 
playground,  Mattapan  c  158 
loan  for  sewer  construction  c  192 
railway  strike  c  199 
salary  of  probation  officer  c  201 
repairs  of  "Vigilant"  c  208 
mortuaries  of  County  of  Suffolk  c  219,  220 
appropriation  for  Zoo,  etc.  c  245 
public  landing,  Malloch's  wharf  c  246 
municipal  building.  Ward  17  c  253 
street  construction  c  268 
playgrounds  c  275,  270 
loan  for  laying  out  streets  c  287 
reward  for  assassin  of  Albert  R.  Peterson  c  299 
loan  for  Savin  Hill  Beach  c  329 
power  of  city  council  to  transfer  c  330 
laying  out  of  streets  c  340,  341 
City  Hall  Annex  offices  c  342 
Medway  street  bridge  c  347,  348 
branch  libraries  c  356 
lighting  of  Minot  School  c  368 


Columbus  Avenue  Playground. 

appropriation:  transfer  of  unexpended  balance:  sec  Park  Department, 
playground  improvements  c  48 

Columbus  Day. 

appropriation  for  sculling  race:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested 
to  initiate  an  appropriation  of  $500  for  a  professional  race  prize,  passed 
c  244;  communication  from  the  maj'or  witli  order  that  JJSOO  be 
transferred  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  prize  for  sculling  race,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  258-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  267 

celebration:  communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to  celebration 
and  transmitting  order  of  transfer  of  $5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
appropriation  for  public  celebrations,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  222-22.5-report,  accepted,  order  pa.ssed  c  232;  communications  from 
the  raa^'or  and  director  of  celebrations  transmitting  order  for  transfer 
of  $1,800  from  Reserve  Fund  for  public  celebrations,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  259-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  257 


Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds. 

Department.) 


(See  Sinking  Funds 


Committees. 

reports  of  committee  meetings:  see  Public  Committee  Meetings 
standing:  appointed  c  25 


COMAVONWEALTH 


(18) 


COPLEY 


Commonwealth  Avenue. 

improvenient :  eomnuinioation  from  the  nuiyor  relative  to,  with  csti- 
imUo  of  cost  o  2i;!-215-referred  to  coininittee  on  finance  o  215-report, 
no  fin'ther  notion  neeessar,\',  ueeeptecl  o  2{VS;  (^onimunieation  from  the 
mayor  trnnsniittinK  order  for  loan  of  SS5,000  for  improvement,  between 
Charlessate  Kast  anil  West,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  345; 
report  on  petition  of  estate  of  Henry  W.  Williams  et  al.  in  favor  of 
improvement,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  377 

plans:  communication  from  the  mayor  requesting  that  funds  be  pro- 
vided for  carrying  out  certain  plans  prepared  by  Mr.  Arthur  ShurtlefT 
for  new  treatment  of  avenue;  also  communication  from  the  park 
commissioners  giving  cost,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  195,  196; 
communications  from  the  mayor  and  street  commissioners  relative  to 
plan  for  street  improvement  c  21 3-2 15-ref erred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  215-report,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  263 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction  at  the  Evergreen  Cemetery,  passed 
c  307 


Commonwealth  Park. 

improvements:  order  that  the  mayor  submit  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
open-air  gymnasium  and  other  improvements  for  park,  passed  c  90; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  estimate  of  cost,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance  c  151 ;  communication  from  the  mayor  relative 
to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  251 


Concrete   Shelters   and   Sanitaries,    Copp's   Hill.     {See 
Copp's  Hill  Terraces.) 


Condor  Street,  East  Boston. 

wharf  property:  taken  up  (referred  from  last  year),  order  for  loan  of 
$30,000  for  purchase  of  property,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  24;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  appropriat- 
ing $30,000  by  loan  for  purchase  of  property,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  72-report,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  263 


Conduct  of  Athletic  Activities. 

c  14 

Conduct  of  Members  of  City  Council. 

c22 


Cone,  Miner  C,  et  al. 

sidewalk,  Capen  St.,  petition  c  57 

Conroy,  John. 

compensation  for  personal  injury  c  273 

Consolidation  of  Departments. 

Mt.  Hope  Citizens'  Association,  petition  in  favor  of  consolidation  of 
park,  public  grounds,  bath  and  music  departments  c  126;  Arthur  P. 
Teele  et  al.,  petition  for  hearing  on  proposed  consolidation  of  depart- 
ments c  160-report,  placed  on  file  c  387;  communication  from  the 
mayor  relative  to  ordinance  favoring  consolidation  c  251,  252-referred 
to  committee  on  ordinance  c  252 -report  with  ordinance  in  new  draft, 
report,  accepted,  ordinance  passed  c  387-report,  placed  on  file  c  387 


Constables. 

appointed  for  term  of  one  year,  beginning  May  1,  1912  c  80 

constables:  Edward  A.  McGrath,  Edward  H.  Richardson,  appointed 
c  4-confirmed  c  24;  Louis  Rosenthal,  appointed  c  93-confirraed  c  97, 
118;  bonds  approved  c  111,  117,  125,  133;  notice  of  resignation  of 
William  L.  Simmons  c  131;  Clayton  H.  Parmelee,  William  C.  Herrick. 
Mark  S.  Reinstein,  Thomas  J.  Donnellon,  appointed  c  131-confirmed 
c  140;  bonds  of  William  G.  Dolan,  P.  R.  Gast,W.  H.  Kelly.T.  Paine,  Jr., 
placed  on  file  c  140;  John  McLaughlin,  appointed  c  137-confirmed 
c  153;  Anthony  McNealy,  appointed  c  137-confirmed  c  153;  bonds 
approved  c  152;  bond  of  John  F.  Welch  approved  c  160;  bond  of  Henry 
C.  Shrieves  approved  c  177;  William  F.  Reddish,  Dennis  J.  Kelleher, 


Constables,  continued. 

appointed  c  183-confirmed  o  197;  Dennis  J.  Kelleher,  bond  approved 
c  197;  Joseph  Houghton,  George  H.  Nason,  resigned  c  209;  com- 
munication from  the  mayor  notifying  council  of  removal  of  James  J. 
Clark  et  al.,  placed  on  file  c  205;  bonds  approved  c  189;  bonds  of  V. 
Yennaco  c  206;  Salvatore  Maffer,  appointed  c  221-confirmed  c  244; 
bonds  approved  c  252;  bond  of  Eugene  S.  Cronin  approved  c  230; 
Harry  HoUins,  appointed  c  257-confirmed  o  275;  bond  of  John  A. 
Duggan,  Jr.,  approved  o  243;  Edwin  Hitchins,  appointed  c  272-con- 
firmed  c  279;  William  F.  Lyon,  appointed  c  27S-confirmed  c  287; 
William  F.  Swain,  appointed  c  300-confirmed  c  321;  bond  of  William 
F.  Swain,  approved  c  354;  Joseph  H.  Knox,  appointed  c  361-cou- 
firmed  c  376;  bond  approved  c  394 


Constables'  Salaries. 

order  that  the  president  of  the  city  council  be  authorized  to  approve 
vouchers  for  the  salaries  of  constables,  etc.,  referred  to  executive 
committee  o  140-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  149 


Constitution,  Amendments  to. 

mations.) 


{See  Governor's  Procla- 


Consumptives'  Hospital  Department. 

trustees:  Edward  F.  McSweeney,  chairman;  Chandler  Hovey,  secre- 
tary; Margaret  G.  O'Callaghan,  James  J.  Minot,  M.  D.,  Isabel  F. 
Hyams,  John  F.  O'Brien,  M,  D.,  John  E.  Potts.  Office,  926  Tremont 
Building.  John  E.  Potts,  appointed  c  87-approved  by  civil  service 
commissioners  c  96;   notice  of  organization  c  133 

children's  hospital:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  trustees  of 
said  hospital  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $50,000  for  hospital  for 
children,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  14,  15-report,  accepted, 
discussed  c  44,  45-given  first  reading  and  passage  c  45-taken  up, 
given  second  and  final  reading  c  60 

vacuum  cleaning:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  trustees  re- 
questing an  appropriation  of  $10,000;  order  for  loan  of  $10,000, 
referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  132-report,  accepted,  order  rejected 
c  191-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  393 


Contractors'  and  Builders'  Association. 

communication  from,  relative  to  building  ordinance  c  184 


Convenience  Station,  Dorchester  Avenue. 

Works  Department.) 


{See  Public 


Convenience  Station,  Thomas  Park.    {See  Thomas  Park.) 
Coolidge,  Harold  J.,  et  al.,  Trustees. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  property.  Border  st.,  by  fireboat  c  70 

Coolidge,  John  Templeman,  Jr. 

appointed  art  commissioner  c  117-approved  by  civil  service  commis- 
sioners c  133 


Copley  Square. 

improvements:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
nmnication  from  the  chief  engineer  of  the  street  laying-out  depart- 
ment and  order  for  loan  of  $45,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  362-366;  communication  from  the  mayor  withdrawing  order, 
placed  on  file  c  394;  F.  F.  Blanchard,  communication  in  opposition 
to  proposed  improvements  c  385;  communication  from  the  United 
Improvement  Association,  Boylston  Street  Merchants'  Association 
ancl  the  Women's  Municipal  League  relative  to,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  374,  375 

plans:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  an 
appropriation  of  $2,500  to  be  expended  under  direction  of  superin- 
tendent of  public  grounds,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  14- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  o  91 


COPP'S 


(19) 


COUNTY 


Copp's  Hill  Playground  Shelter. 

appropriation  of  810,070  c  213,  218 

Copp's  Hill  Terraces. 

concrete  shelters  and  sanitaries:  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  paflc  commissioners  transmitting  bids  received  for  concrete  shelters 
and  sanitaries  c  54,  55  (list  given);  order  for  transfer  of  $10,070  from 
Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  55-report,  assigned 
0  73-taken  up,  indefinitely  postponed  c  231 


"Cormorant."     (/See  Health  Department.) 


Cornell  Street. 

order  that  commissioner  of  puVjlic  works  resurface  and  repair  c  220; 
communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works,  placed  on  file 
c  236 


Corrupt  Practices  in  Elections.     {See  Govei-nor's  Procla- 
mations.) 

Cost  of  Improvements,  St.  James  Avenue. 

c83 
Cost  of  Installing  New  Boxes,  Fire  Department. 

c  50,  51,  52 

Coulthurst,  John  A.,  Councilman, 
certificate  of  election:  e  1 
qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  Bunker  Hill  Day  e  23;  committee  on  appro- 
priations, executive,  finance,  ordinances,  claims,  legislative  matters, 
Parkman  Fund,  printing,  prisons,  public  lands  c  25 

orders  offered:  payment  for  overtime  e  30 

information  requested  from  departments  relative  to  employees  c  4G 

electrifying  of  steam  railroads  c  74 

library,  Roslindale  c  129 

five-cent  fare,  Hyde  Park  c  145 

resurfacing  Marshfield  st.  c  153 

car  service.  West  End  c  161 

sidewalk.  Kenneth  st.  c  193 

acceptance  of  Randolph  ave.  c  217 

repair  of  Cornell  st.  c  220 

laying  out  Temple  st.  c  246 

cost  of  proposed  sewerage  work  c  254 

li.st  of  unaccepted  streets  c  254 

sidewalk.  Harvard  st.  c  270 

cleaning  Dorchester  streets  c  280 

five-cent  fares  c  280 

sidewalk.  Metropolitan  ave.  c  287 

relocation  of  Centre  st.  o  289 

power  of  council  to  transfer  c  330 

remarks:  information  requested   from  heads  of  departments  relative 
to  city  employees,  passed  c  46 
appropriation  from  Parkman  Fund  c  46 
extension  of  St.  James  ave.  c  61,  02 
initiation  of  Parkman  Fund  c  06 
Copp's  Hill  playground  c  73 
electrifying  of  steam  railroads  c  74 
election  of  city  clerk  e  97 
annual  c-stimates  c  100,  102 
Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  c  103 
library,  Roslindale  c  129 

entrances  to  elevated,  Dover  and  Washington  sts.  c  154 
covering  of  garbage  cans  c  156 
height  of  firemen  c  166,  167 
loan  for  sewer  construction  c  192 
repairs  of  "Vigilant"  c  208 
fire  apparatus,  Orient  Heights  c  218 
appropriation  for  various  municipal  purposes  c  219 
estimate  of  municipal  building,  Ward  17  c  248 
cost  of  proposed  .sewerage  works  c  254 
list  of  unaccepted  streets  c  254 
five-cent  fare,  Hvde  Park  c  280 
street  lighting  c  281,  282 


Coulthurst,  John  A.,  Councilman,  continued. 

loan  for  laying  out  streets  c  287 
relocation  of  Centre  st.  c  288 
assessment  values  c  323 
street  lighting  c  323 
transfers  from  Reserve  Fund  c  325-328 
power  of  city  council  to  transfer  c  330 
assessment  values  e  337-339 
laying  out  of  streets  c  340,  341 


County  of  Suffolk. 

additional  allowance,  Superior  Criminal  Court:  petition  fsr 
additional  allowance  of  S3, 650  for  clerical  assistance  c  70 

claim:  Thomas  Fallon:  .see  Fallon,  Thomas 

clerical  assistance,  Probate  Court:  order  to  allow  $16,520  for 
clerical  assistance,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  112 

committee  on  county  accounts:  appointed  c  25 

medical  examiner,  division  of  districts:  report,  no  action  necessary 
on  petition  of  George  B.  Magrath,  M.  D.,  for  new  division  of  districts, 
accepted  c  321 

messenger:  order  for  employment  of  messenger  at  salary  of  $1,700 
per  annum,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  o  112- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  161;  communication  from  the  mayor 
vetoing  order,  referred  to  executive  committee  o  172-report,  with  order 
in  new  draft,  accepted,  passed  c  178 

mortuaries,  chapter  631,  Acts  of  1912:  medical  examiners'  peti- 
tion for  acceptance  of  chapter  031,  Acts  of  1912-report,  with  order 
that  the  city  council  accept  chapter  631  of  the  Acts  of  1912  relative 
to,  accepted  and  passed  c  219,  220 

opening  of  Courthouse  passage:  order  that  the  judges  of  the  Superior 
Court  be  requested  to  give  their  opinion  relative  to  keeping  open  of 
pas.sageway  until  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  referred  to  committee  on  county 
accounts  c  343-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  396 

probation  officer:  Elizabeth  L.  Tuttle,  petition  for  retirement  c  263; 
report  and  order  for  retirement  accepted  and  passed  c  276 

probation  officer,  Municipal  Court:  communication  from  the  clerk 
of  the  Municipal  Court,  requesting  increase  of  salary  for  Albert  J. 
Sargent  and  Mary  L.  Brinn,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts 
c  190-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  201;  notice  of  appointment  of 
Alfretta  P.  McClure,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts 
e  287-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  396;  order  fixing  compensa- 
tion of  James  H.  Knight,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts 
c  354-report.  accepted,  order  passed  c  395;  communication  from 
the  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  district,  fixing  salary 
of  Alvin  J.  Phillips,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  386- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  395 

registry  of  deeds:  statement  of  clerk  hire,  February  19  to  March  25, 
referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  59-report,  accepted, 
approved  and  ordered  paid  c  63;  report  of  amount  of  work  performed 
in  oflSce  c  29,  119-approved  c  112;  order  to  allow  vacation  of  three 
weeks  to  all  employees,  passed  c  134;  report  of  clerk  hire,  referred  to 
committee  on  county  accounts  c  153-report,  accepted,  approved  c  157; 
pay  roll  for  June,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  190- 
report,  accepted  c  194;  pay  roll  for  July  c  200-report,  accepted, 
approved  c  207;  statement  of  clerk  hire  from  July  22  to  August  26, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  231-report,  accepted,  pay  roll  ap- 
proved c  232;  clerk  hire,  approved  and  ordered  paid  c  304;  statement 
of  clerk  hire,  referred  to  the  committee  on  county  accounts  c  346- 
report,  accepted  and  ordered  paid  o  349-approved  and  ordered  paid 
c  393 

retirement:  Charles  Noll,  petition  for  retirement  under  chapter  459, 
Acts  of  1910  c  70;  Charles  M.  Hunter,  petition  for  retirement  under 
chapter  459,  Acts  of  1910,  relating  to  county  employees  c  70-report, 
with  preambles  and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  118,  119;  L.  Lincoln, 
George  A.  Kenison,  petitions  to  be  retired  c  116-reports,  with  preambles 
and  orders  authorizing  pensions,  accepted  c  128-passed  c  129;  report, 
no  action  necessary,  on  petition  of  Frederick  C.  Brughts  c  119;  Henry 
W.  Childs,  petition  for  retirement  c  160-report  and  order,  accepted, 
passed  c  201;  Joseph  A.  Wiggin,  petition  for  retirement  c  176-report 
and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  201 

salary  of  constable:  communication  from  justice  establishing  salary 
of  D.  J.  Kelleher  c  196-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  201 

salary  of  probation  officer,  Roxbury  district:  communication  from 
the  justice  of  said'^court  relative  to  increase  of  salary  of  John  D. 
Regan  to  $1,800,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  117- 
report,  with  order  increasing  salary  to  $1,800,  accepted,  passed  c  134 

salary  of  probation  officer,  West  Roxbury:  communication  from 
John  Perrins,  Jr.,  relative  to  increase  of  salary  of  Frank  B.  Skelton, 
referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  190-report,  accepted, 
order  pas.sed  c  201 

Social  Law  Library:  request  from  proprietors  for  annual  appropria- 
tion of  $1,000,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  41-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  119;  bond  of  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.,  approved 
c287 


COUNTY 


(20) 


DEVELOPMENT 


County  of  Suffolk,  contiitucd. 

Superior  Court,  civil  business:  order  to  allow  $5,000  for  clerical 
assistanco  in  office,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  112- 
rcport.  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted,  passed  o  119 

Superior  Criminal  Court,  clerk  hire:     petition   for   an   additional 

allowance  of  S:J.9")()  for  elerieiU  assistance  c  243;    report,  with  order 
for  the  appropriation  of  $3,900,  accepted  and  order  passed  c  321,  322 

transportation  of  prisoners:  (referred  1911)  report,  no  action  neces- 
sary c  119 

vacation  for  clerks,  Superior  Civil  Court:  report,  no  action  necessary 
c  119 


Cowen,  Charles  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  caused  by  defect  in  street  c  334 


Cressy,  M.  D.,  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  c  57 

Cronin,  Abbie. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property  c  273 


Cronin,  Charles  H. 

petition,  release  of  city's  interest  in  land,  Canterbury  st.  c  152-report, 
with  order  releasing  city's  interest,  discussed  c  198,  199-passed  c  199 


Cronin,  John,  Trustee. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  on  B  st.  by  water  pipe 
c  206-given  leave  to  withdraw  c  389 


Crossman  Street. 

acceptance  and  laying  out:    order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  accepted, 
passed  c  112 


Crowley,  Annie  T. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  57 

Crowley,  Clara  Sexton. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  196 
Cruff,  Minnie  Q. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  365 


Cunby=Beetoney  Company. 

petition,   compensation  for  loss  caused  by  failure  of  city  to  inspect 
electric  wires  c  15-refused  c  389 


Cunningham,  Catherine  M. 

petition,   compensation   for   damage   to   property   caused   by   break   in 
water  pipe  c  374 


Cunningham,  Margaret. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  caused  by  freezing  of  water  pipes, 
Falcon  st.  c  15 


Curran,  George  E. 

appointed  director  of  the  Workingmen's  Loan  Association  c  87-approved 
by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96 


D  Street, 
repairing:  order  to  repair,  passed  c  119 
sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  207 

Dairy  Inspector.     {See  Health  Department.) 


Daly,  Charles  D. 

communication  filing  statement  of  answers  to  reasons  given  by  mayor 
for  removal  from  office  of  fire  commissioner  c  15-18-placed  on  file  c  18 


Data  Concerning  City  Employees.    (.See  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments.) 

Davenport  Brook  Conduit. 

Sanford  Bates  et  al.,  petition  that  appropriation  be  made  for  construc- 
tion of  conduit  c  28-report,  referred  to  the  mayor  c  45 

Davis,  Lillian. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  overflow  of  sewer 
c230 


Davis,  Park  L. 

petition,  compensation  for 
Atlantic  ave.  c  176 


damages   caused  by   bursting  water  main. 


Deer  Island. 

building  for  users  of  drugs:  see  Penal  Institutions  Department 

civil  service  for  employees:  order  that  the  committee  on  legislative 
matters  of  city  council,  1913,  be  requested  to  appear  before  the 
Legislature  in  favor  of  bill  now  pending  relative  to,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  390 

crew  of  "  Vigilant  "  :  accommodation:  see  "Vigilant" 

new  building:  see  Penal  Institutions  Department 

report  of  Massachusetts  Prison  Reform  League:  see  Massachusetts 
Prison  Reform  League 


Delaney,  Daniel,  Jr.,  et  al. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  c  240 

Delehanty,  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage,  Bulfinch  st.  c  42 

Dennis  Street. 

sidewalks:  Julia  F.  Fay  et  al.,  petition  c  243-granted  c  306 

Departments,    Heads   of.      (See   Heads   of   Departments, 
also  the  different  departments.) 

Desmond,  Denis. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  fire  in  the  public  works  depart- 
ment yard  c  385 

Desmond,  George  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  propertjf  by  overflow  of  sewage 
c374 

Development  of  North  End  Park.    {See  Park  Department.) 


DEWEY 


(21) 


Dewey  Beach. 

public  landing:   order  for  loan  of  $3,000  for,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  249 


Dewire,  Charlotte  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred  on  account  of  backing  up 
of  drain  c  252 


Dexter  Brothers  Company. 

communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works  relative  to  claim 
for  damages  caused  by  flooding  of  store.  Broad  st.  c  15-report,  with 
order,  accepted,  passed  c  45-recon3idered,  laid  over  c  45-taken  up, 
accepted,  passed  c  61 


Di  Marco,  Benjamin. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  374 

Dineen,  Elizabeth  J. 

order  to  allow  and  pay  $300  per  year  annuity,  on  account  of  death  of 
husband  while  member  of  fire  department,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  22,  23-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  24 

Directors  of  Port  of  Boston.    {See  Port  of  Boston.) 

Distinguished  Visitors. 

postal  clerks:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for 
transfer  of  $500  from  Reserve  Fund  to  mayor,  office  expenses,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  123-report,  accepted,  assigned  o  135-taken 
up,  discussed  c  145,  146— passed  c  146 

Donnellon,  Thomas  J. 

appointed  constable  e  131 

Donovan  &  Winch. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property,  Chauncy  st.  c  15 

Donovan,  James. 

elected  city  clerk  c  98 

Donovan,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  70 

Dorchester. 

cleaning  of  streets:  see  Public  Works  Department 
laying  out  of  streets:  see  the  names  of  the  streets 

Dorchester  Avenue. 

resurfacing:  order  to  resurface,  passed  c  299 

Dorchester  Club  Rooms. 

leasing  of:  communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to  interest  in  club, 
placed  on  file  c  209;  R  M.  Walsh  and  E.  G.  Richardson,  city  em- 
ployees, notice  of  interest  in  club  room  c  216 


Dorchester  Intercepting  Sewer. 

partment.) 


(See  PubUc  Works  De- 


Burial  Ground,     (^ee  Cemetery  De- 


Dorchester  North 

partment.) 

Dorchester  Tunnel. 

communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to,  with  order  for  transfer  of 
$3,000  from  Reserve  Fund  to  the  extension  of  route  for  tunnel,  re- 
ferred to  the  executive  committee  o  331-report,  accepted  and  order 
passed  c  343 


Dordoni,  Peter. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  break  in  water  pipe 
c215 


Dover  Street. 

elevated  entrances:  see  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 

Doyle,  M.,  &  Co. 

petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  horse  c  309 

Drainage,  Loan  for.    (See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Draper,  A.  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  caused  by  defect  in 
highway  o  273 


Dorchester  Day. 

roping  off  playgrounds:  order  to  rope  off  where  necessary. 


passed  c  161 


Drawing  of  Jurors.     {See  Jurors.) 


Drinking  Fountains. 

ice:  order  that  the  commissioner  of  public  works  be  authorized  to 
expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000  for  ice,  report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  164 


Driscoll,  Daniel  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages.  Terrace  st.  c  111 

Drunkenness,  Statutes  Relating  to. 

order  that  the  corporation  counsel  be  requested  to  report  whether  a 
change  in  the  statutes  is  necessary  in  order  that  all  arrests  be  dealt 
with  by  probation  officers,  passed  c  268 

Drunkenness,  Treatment  of. 

order  that  the  city  council  hold  a  hearing  in  October  to  discuss  the 
treatment  of  drunkenness,  discussed,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c268 

Dwyer,  Ellen  Q. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing  by  fire  department  c  160 


E  Street. 

repairing:  order  to  repair  between  Old  Colony  ave.  and  Ninth  st. 
passed  c  119 


EAST 


(22) 


EVELYN 


East  Boston. 

grade  crossing:  see  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company 

g>'mnasiuni:  onlor  that  the  lintli  dcpartniont  be  requested  to  place 
rowinj;  niiU'hiiu'M  in  nniiscd  rcioiii,  passed  c  287;  communications 
from  the  ma.\i>r  aiul  supciinleiideiit  of  baths  relative  to,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  ;i02,  303-report,  accepted  and  placed  on  file 
c  30G 

lights  on  bridge  to  Wood  Island  park:  see  Wood  Island  Parle,  Lights 
on  Bridge 

recreation  pier,  Ward  2:  see  Ward  2 

salary  of  constable:  sec  County  Accounts 

East  Boston  Playground. 

appropriation:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  state  whether 
appropriation  of  S50,000  has  been  misspent,  referred  to  executive 
committee  o  249-report,  accepted,  order  placed  on  file  c  306 


East  Boston  Terminal  Company. 

resolution  opposing  measure  pending  before  the  legislature  entitled 
an  act  to  incorporate  said  company,  referred  to  executive  committee 
0  H9-report,  discussed,  accepted,  resolutions  adopted  c  135;  notice 
of  hearing  on  petition  for  approval  of  route  c  298 


East  Ninth  Street, 
sale  of  land:  see  Bath  Department 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company. 

conduits,  Chelsea  creek:  see  Port  of  Boston 

explosives:    notice  of  use  of  location.  Stanhope  st.,  for  storage  of  ex- 
plosives c  335 


Election  Department. 

board  of  elections:  John  M.  Minton,  appointed  chairman  o  70; 
M.  W.  Burlen,  secretary;  Alpheus  Sanford,  Edward  A.  McLaughlin. 
Office,  100  Summer  st.,  second  floor;  John  B.  Martin,  appointed 
c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  126 

appropriation:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  election  commis- 
sioners recommending  appropriation  of  $15,800  for  special  elections 
c  69,  70-referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  70 

certificate  of  election  of  members  of  city  council:  c  1 

election  returns:  order  to  make  usual  arrangements  for  receiving 
election  returns,  April  30,  1912,  passed  c  103 

hours  for  city  employees:  see  City  Employees 

jury  list:  c  97 

municipal  elections:  certificates  of  election  of  members  of  city  council, 
license  vote  and  eight-hour  law,  placed  on  file  c  375 

new  division  of  vtfards  into  voting  precincts:  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  election  commissioners 
recommending  new  division  of  Wards  23,  25  and  26,  also  new  precinct 
lines  for  precincts  2  and  7,  Ward  10  c  4,  7-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  7— report,  recommending  passage  of  said  orders,  accepted, 
passed  c  24;  order  that  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  make 
maps  of  new  divisions  of  Wards  23  and  25,  26  and  10,  passed  c  24 

notice  of  election,  November  5,  1912:  for  office  of  sheriff  c  243 


notice  of  result  of  vote: 

on  file  c  304,  305 


relative  to  laying  out  of  new  streets,  placed 


printing  of  ward  maps:  communication  from  the  mayor  and 
election  commissioners  transmitting  opinion  of  corporation  counsel 
relative  to  expense  c  242,  243;  order  relative  to  same  rescinded  and 
new  order  passed  c  243 

returns:  order  that  the  city  messenger  make  arrangements  for  election 
returns,  passed  c  254 

special  election,  district  18:  election  precept  from  the'State  House 
notifying  the  city  council  that  order  has  been  passed  for  a  special 
election  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  death  of  Daniel  F.  Cronin;  order 
authorizing  special  election,  etc.,  passed  c  57;  notice  of  special  elec- 
tion for  representative  in  Ward  3,  February  11,  1913,  passed  c  367 

state  election:  notice  of  c  275 

ward  and  precinct  maps:     order   that   election   commissioners   have 
.  prepared  and  printed  ward  and  precinct  maps  in  Ward  26  and  the 

changes  in  precincts  of  Wards  10,  23  and  25,  etc.,  passed  c  231,  232 


Election  Department,  coniinued. 

Ward  24,  voting  precincts:  conununication  from  the  mayor  transmit- 
ting communication  from  the  board  of  election  commissioners  lelative 
to,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  o  362,  363 


Election  Precept. 

0  243 


Election   Precept,   Special    Election,    District    18.      {See 
Election  Department.) 


Electrifying  of  Steam  Railroads. 

preambles,  resolutions  and  order  relative  to,  adopted,  order  passed  c  74 

Elevated  Structures.     {See  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany.) 

Elmo  Street, 
changing  name  of  portion  of  street:  to  Greenwood  st.  c  28 


Employees,  Retirement  System. 

for  Employees.) 


{See  Retirement  System 


Estimate  of  Expenditures  for  Zoological   Garden   and 
Aquarium.     {See  Parkman  Fund  or  Park  Department.) 

Estimates,    Annual.      {See  Appropriations,   Annual   Esti- 
mates.) 

Estimates  of  Sewer  Construction.     {See  Public  Works 
Department.) 

Evacuation  Day,  March   18. 

committee:  communication  from  the  mayor  stating  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $5,000  will  be  made  for  celebration,  and  that  committee  be 
appointed  to  superintend  celebration,  placed  on  file  c  11;  order  for 
appointment  of  special  committee  to  prepare  a  program  for  celebra- 
tion, passed,  committee  appointed  c  23 

closing  of  streets:  orders  to  rope  ofl  and  close  certain  streets  necessary 
during  parade,  passed  c  42 

half  holiday:  order  to  allow  half  holiday  without  loss  of  pay,  passed 
c  45 

thanks  extended  city  council:  communication  from  secretary  of 
South  Boston  Citizens'  Association  extending  thanks  for  giving  so 
large  a  parade,  placed  on  file  c  57 

visit  of  President  of  the  United  States:  order  to  close  City  Hall 
and  other  public  buildings  on  afternoon  of  day  of  visit,  March  18, 
passed  c  42 


Evans  Road  and  Naples  Road. 

acceptance:  order  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway,  passed 
e  149;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  street  commissioners 
relative  to  cost,  placed  on  file  c  152 


Evelyn  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  340— 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  349 


EVERETT 


(23) 
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Everett  Road, 
accepting  and  laying  out:  order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed  c  112 

Everett  Street,  Brighton. 

purchase  of  property:  taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  126 
refuse  station:  transfer  of  appropriation:  see  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Refuse  Station,  Roxbury 

Everett  Street,  East  Boston. 

tree:  order  to  remove  in  front  of  No.  91,  passed  c  63 

Excessive  Salaries  and  Superfluous  Employees. 

report  of  committee  on  appropriations  on  report  of  finance  commission, 
that  same  be  placed  on  file  c  59 

Executive  Committee, 
committee:  appointed  c  25 
matters  before  committee: 

AppROpniATioN  FOR  MouTUARY  Btjilding:  see  Hospital  Department 

Barn,  Parental  School:  c  242,  246 

Branch  Library,  Charlestown:  see  Library  Department 

City  Hall  Annex:  c  284,  285,  286 

Commonwealth  Park  Improvements:  see  Commonwealth 

Decoration  or  City  Hall,  Transfer  of  Appropriation  to: 
c  241,  246 

Dilapidated  Butldings:  see  Building  Department 

East  Boston  Playground,  Appropriation:  see  East  Boston  Play- 
ground 

Franklin  Park  Wall,  Seaver  St.:  c  24 

Freeport  Street  Beach:  c  151 

Grading  of  Playgrounds:  c  258,  259 

Health  Exhibit,  Expense  of:  see  Health  Department 

Land,  Highland  Park:  see  Highland  Park 

Municipal  Athletic  Association:  see  Municipal  Athletic  Associa- 
tion 

Park  Improvements:  see  Park  Department 

Playground  Improvements:  see  Park  Department 

Relocation  of  Centre  st.,  West  Roxbury:  c  288,  293 

Removal  of  Wall,  Seaver  Street:  c  254 

Retirement  System  for  Employees:  c  43 

Sale  of  Paving  Blocks:  c  285,  293,  294 

Sewer  Construction:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Sidewalk,  South  St.:  c  71 

St.  James  ave.:  see  St.  James  Avenue 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys:  c  237,  240 

Executive  Department.     {See,  also,  Mayor,  The.) 
mayor:  John  F.  Fitzgerald 
secretary:  William  A.  Leahy 
assistant  secretary:  Richard  F.  Field 
stenographer:  Timothy  A.  Butler 
license  clerk:  John  M.  Casey 
assistant  license  clerk:  Edward  E.  Moore 
chief  of  information  bureau:  Timothy  Mooney 

Explosives, 
list  of  storage  notifications: 

American  Garage  and  Auto  Company:   Chardon  st.  o  197 

Ansco  Company:  Cornhill  c  87 

Archer  F.  W.:  Dorchester  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  305 
Armory  Garage  Company:  Ferdinand  st.  c  206 
Armstrong  Transfer  Company:  Troy  and  Albany  sts. ;    notice  of 

u.se  of  locations  for  storage  purposes  c  354 
Autogenous    Welding    Equipment    Company:  Southampton    st.; 

notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage  purposes  c  274 


Explosives,  continued. 

Beamis,  F.  B.:  Beacon  St.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage  pur- 
poses c  305 
Beatty,  John  F.:  Floyd  st.  c  87 
Bedelander,  E.:  Aldie  st.  c  87 
Bigelow  &  Dowse  Company:  Franklin  st.  c  58 
Blackburn,  S.  P.,  &  Co.:  Atlantic  ave.  c  189 
Board  op  Health:  North  Grove  st.;  c  133;  notice  of  use  of  location 

for  storage  purposes  o  264 
Bond,  Harold  L.,  Company:  c  41 
Booker  Custom  Laundry:  Corey  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for 

storage  purposes  c  305 
Boston   Electric    Railway    Company:    Harrison   ave.    and   other 

locations  c  87 
Boston  Oil  and  Gasolene  Company:  c  160 
Boston  Protective  Department:  159-161  Roxbury  st.  c  41 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad:  Ferdinand  st.  and  others;  notice  of  use 

of  location  for  storage  purposes  c  335 
BuRBANK  &  Ryder  Varnish  Company:  Alford  St.;  notice  of  use   of 

location  for  storage  purposes  c  204 
Burke,  Thomas:  Randolph  rd.  c  152 
Burton,  Richard  J.:  c  160 
Cadillac  Automobile  Company:  Commonwealth  ave.,   notice  of  use 

for  storage  purposes  c  367 
Carpenter  Garage  and  Motor  Company:  Corey  rd.  c  133 
Carson  Trust  Company,  Dorranoe  st.  c  152 
Chadwick,  Simeon  J.:  Blue  Hill  ave.  c  197 
Chase,  W.  G.:  Marlborough  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  309 
Cohen,  I. :  Dover  st. ;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage  purposes 

c  278 
Collier,  John:  Columbus  ave.;   notice  of  use  of  locations  for  storage 

purposes  c  354 
Collins  Hardware   Company:  Washington   st. ;  notice   of   use   of 

location  for  storage  purposes  c  274 
Collins,  Walter  H.:  Tonawanda  st.  o  189 
Columbia  Yacht  Club:  Columbia  rd.  c  133 
Commonwealth  Garage  Company:  Brighton  st.  c  133 
CoNLON,  W.  J.:  West  Newton  st.  c  111 
Connolly,  Patrick:  Forest  Hills  st.  c  58 
CooNEY,  James  H.:  M  st.  c  125 
CuLHANE  &  Cashman:  Cambridge  st.  c  15 
Cutter,  W.  Bowman:  o  177 

Dahlquist  Manufacturing  Company:  West  Third  st.  c  197 
Dana  Hardware  Company:  Pearl  st.  c  58 
Davidson  Rubber  Company:  c  177 
Decatur  &  Hopkins  Company-:  Pearl  st.  c  58 
Dillon,  F.  H.:  Wood  st.  c  111 

Dodge  Motor  Vehicle  Company:  Irvington  st.  c  206 
Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company:  Stanhope  st.;  notice  of 

use  of  location  for  storage  purposes  c  335 
Elston,  Thomas  A.,  Company:  c41;  Washington  st. ;  c  230 
Ensign  Manufacturing  Company:  Brooks  st.  c  15 
Finley,  James  A.:  Franklin  st.  c  15 
Fire  Department:  c  177 
Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Corporation:  c  41 
Franklin  Square  Auto  Company:  Mystic  st.  c  133 
Frederick,  W.  A.,  Company:  West  Brookline  st.;  notice  of  use  of 

location  for  storage  purposes  c  230 
Frye,  Phipps  &  Co.:  Pearl  st.  c  58 

Fuller,  A.  T. :  Malvern  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage  pur- 
poses c  278 
Gauthieb,  Isaie  j.  :  Hampshire  st.  e  133 
Gendrot,  F.  a.:  Buena  Vista  st.  c  206 
Gethro,  Frank  J.:  Marine  park  c  125,  197 
Giben,  E.  E.:  East  Eighth  st.  c  29 
Goodrich,  H.  E.:  Hano  st.  c  125 
Grout,  Edward  A.,  &  Co.:  Summer  st.  c  87 
Haven,  C.  F.:  Eliot  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage  purposes 

c274 
Howes,  C.  G.,  Company:  Braintree  st.  c  15,  274 
Hudson  &  Colby  Company:  Scotia  st.  c  58 
Hugh  Nawn  Contracting  Company:  Paul  Gore  st.  o  58 
Jeffery,  Thomas  B.,  Company:  West  Brookline  st.  o  87 
Jenney  Manufacturing  Company:  First  st.  o  125;   India  st.  c  125 
Johnson,  Iver,  Sporting  Goods  Company:  Washington  st.  o  200 
KiLEY  Hardware  Company:  Blue  Hill  ave.  c  125 
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King,  J.  T.,  &  Co.:  Dunbar  avo.  o  133 

KiuKwooi)  BiiOTiiEHs:  Eliu  St.  c  197 

Ladi),  Gkoroe  E.,  ct  al.:  o  140 

L.vwitKNCE  it  SiwNLEY  Gauagk  Company:  Columbia  rd.;  notice  of 

use  of  location  for  storage  purposes  o  230 
Leoo,  E.  p.  ami  A.  G.:  Geneva  ave.;    notice  of  loc.ition  for  storage 

purposes,  placed  on  file  c  375 
LocoMoniLK,  Company  of  America:  Commonwealth  ave.;  notice  of 

use  of  location  for  storage  purposes  c  230 
Lynch,  Michael:  Vinton  St.  c  133 
Maguire,  J.  W.,  Company:  Boylston  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for 

storage  purposes  c  204;  Harcourt  St.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for 

storage  purposes  c  264 
Manning,  ,I.:  Huntington  ave.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  335 
Manning's,  Inc.:  Brighton  ave.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes,  placed  on  file  c  15,  375 
Marquette  Company:  Hampshire  st.  c  189 
Mattheis,  r.  W. :  River  st.  c  58 
McElwain,  Helen:  Beacon  st.  c  189 
Medelsohn,  Dh.  Louis:  c  177 
Montgomery  Brothers:  Dorchester  ave.;  notice  of  use  of  location 

for  storage  purposes  c  252 
Morrill,  J.  M.  E.:  Centre  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  346 
Naylor,  W.  a.:  Schuyler  St.;    notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  354 
New  England  Automobile  Company:  Warren  ave.  c  206 
O'Brien,  Patrick  J.:  South  Bay  c  58 
Park  Square  Motor  Mart  Garage:  Park  sq.  c  125 
Peabody,  F.  E.:  Newbury  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  252 
Peerless  Motor  Cap.  Company  of  New  England:  Beacon  st.  c  87 
Perrin,  Seamans  &  Co.:  57  Oliver  st.  c  125 
Perry  Brothers:  Stanhope  st.  c  41 
Potter,  H.  Staples:  Commonwealth  ave.  c  58 
Public  Works  Department:  Chestnut  Hill  ave.;  notice  of  use  of 

location  for  storage  purposes  c  287 
QuiNCY  Market  Cold  Storage  Company:  c  177 
Ragusa,  F.  G.,  Company:  Boston  Harbor  c  58 
Read,  William,  &  Sons:  Washington  st.  c  206 
Reed,  J.  T.,  &  Co.:  Hancock   sq.  c  133 
Reliance  Motor  Truck  Company:  c  41 
Roberts,  Dr.  A.  De:  c  41 
Robet-French  Company:  Bromfield  st.  c  189 
Roughan,  M.  :  Pond  st;;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage  purposes 

c305 
Seavet,  W.  G.:  Blue  Hill  ave.  c  125 
Shea,  J.  J. :  Munson  st. ;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage  purposes 

c335 
Shea  &  Smith:  Washington  st.,  Ward  25  c  15 
Shuman   a.:  Commonwealth  ave.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  278 
Simpson  Brothers  Corporation:  Proctor  st.;  notice  of  use  of  loca- 
tion tor  storage  purposes  c  298 
Skillen,  C.  H.  K. :  Adams  st.,  Ward  24;  notice  of  use  of  location  for 

storage  purposes  c  230 
Smith,  Forrest  S.:  Selkirk  rd.  c  58 
Smith,  W.,  Jr.:  Huntington  ave.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  305 
Sperber,  Martha:  Charlotte  st.  c  189 
Standard  Oil  Company:  Custom  House  st.  c  206 
Stearns,  A.  T.,  Lumber  Company:  Taylor  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location 

for  storage  purposes  c  264 
Suffolk  Engraving  &  Electrotyping  Company:  Atlantic  ave.  c  133 
Sullivan,  T.  J.:  East  Fourth  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  264 
Taft,  William  H.  :  Murdock  st. ;   notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  354 
Taxi  Service  Company':  Lansdowne  st.;  notice  of  vise  of  location  for 

storage  purposes  c  230 
Taylor-Palmer  Garage  Company:  Huntington  ave.;  notice  of  use 

of  location  for  storage  purposes  c  230 
Texas  Company:  Southampton  st.  c  15 
The  White  Company:  Newbury  st.  o  125 
Thomas,  C.  &  Co.:  Chestnut  St.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 

purposes  c  335 
Thomas  Motor  Car  Company:  Boylston  st.  c  96 


Explosives,  conlinued. 

Thorp,  F.  H.:  Mt.  Vernon  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 
purposes  c  287 

TiMMiNS,  E.,  Motor  Company:  Brighton  ave.;  notice  of  use  of  loca- 
tion for  storage  purposes  c  298 

Tirrell,  Charles  F.:  Brighton  ave.  c  189 

Tyndale,  T.  H.:  Newbury  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 
purposes  c  335 

Varnehin,  J.,  &  Sons:  Maywood  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for 
storage  purposes  c  335 

Vinal  Motor  Renting  Company:  Worcester  st.  c  111 

Wainwright,  Charles:  Minot  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for 
storage  purposes  c  354 

Werner,  P.  C:  Boston  Harbor;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage 
purposes  c  252 

White,  G.  R.  :  Newbury  st.  c  96 

Williams,  F.  L.:  Harrison  ave.  c  189 

Winn,  C.  H.:  Tremont  st.;  notice  of  use  of  location  for  storage  pur- 
poses c  335 

WiNTON  Motor  Car  Company:  c  177 

Withington,  Charles  F.  :  Bay  State  rd.  o  197 

Wood,  George  H.,  Company:  Medford  st.  c  189 


Extension  of  Arlington  Street.     {See  Arlington  Street.) 
Extension  of  Streets.    {See  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 
Extra  Linemen,  Fire  Department. 

cost  c  50 


Fahey,  Mary. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  252 

Fairfield,  F.  Wallace. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  trombone  c  309 


Fallon,  Thomas. 

petition  to  be  repaid  amount  paid  by  him  for  thawing  of  water  pipes 
by  public  works  department  c  Ill-refused  e  389 


Fallon,  Thomas. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  while  at  Suffolk  County 
Jail  c  176-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  207;  communication 
fro  m  the  mayor  vetoing  order  c  373 


Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

sanitary  accommodations:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  superintendent  of  markets  relative 
to;  order  for  an  appropriation  of  SI, 000,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  160 


Fawcett,  Peter. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  309 

Faxon  Street. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  o  88 
Fees  for  Permits  for  Coal  Holes.     {See  Ordinances.) 
Feinzig,  David. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages.  Poplar  st.  c  28 
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Felton,  John. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  time  on  account  of  injuries  while  in  employ 
of  sanitary  division  o  116 


Fifth  International  Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce 
and  Commercial  Associations. 

communications  from  the  mayor  and  secretary  of  Chamber  of  Commerce 
relative  to  appropriation  for  reception  of  delegates;  order  for  an 
appropriation  of  $25,000,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  73 


Filtering  Sewerage      (See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Finance  Commission. 

commission:  John  A.  Sullivan,  chairman;  Charles  P.  Curtis,  Francis 
N.  Balch,  John  F.  Moors,  Geoffrey  B.  Lehy;  secretary,  John  C.  L. 
Dowling.    Office,  410  Tremont  Building 

additional  employees,  collecting  department:  communication 
from  the  finance  commission  submitting  report  upon  recent  additions 
to  force  c  18,  19-placed  on  file  c  19 

bath  department:  report  on  management  of  department  c  58,  59- 
placed  on  file  c  59 

excessive  salaries  and  superfluous  employees:  report  on  report  of 
finance  commission  (referred  1910),  that  same  be  placed  on  file  c  59 

lighting  equipment  bids:  communication  from  the  finance  commis- 
sion transmitting  bids  received,  also  recommendations,  discussed  c  20, 
21-placed  on  file  c  21 

material  for  City  Hall  Annex:  see  City  Hall  Annex 

overtime  and  traveling  expenses:  communication  and  ordinance 
relative  to  regulating,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  18 

report  on  building  department:  c  310-321 

report  on  Hyde  Park  waterworks:  c  298,  328 

report  on  plan  for  new  stable  at  Parental  School:  see  Parental 
.School 

use  of  "Cormorant":  see  Health  Department 

widening  of  Pleasant  st.:  report  c  354,  355 


Finance  Matters. 

committee:  appointed  c  25 

appropriation  for  City  Hospital:  see  Hospital  Department 

Chelsea  bridge  south:  see  Chelsea  Bridge  South 

extension  of  Arlington  St.:  see  Arlington  Street 

footbridge,  Greenwich  park:  see  Greenwich  Park 

improvement  of  Commonwealth  ave. :   see  Commonwealth  Avenue 

improvements,  Commonwealth  park:  see  Commonwealth  Park 

land  and  incinerator,   Brighton:  see  Public  Works  Department 

loan  for  drainage:  see  Public  Works  Department 

loan  for  high  pressure  fire  service:  see  Public  Works  Department 

loan  for  highways:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

loan  for  sewerage:  see  Public  Works  Department 

loan  for  sewerage  works:  see  Public  Works  Department 

money  for  sewerage:  see  Public  Works  Department 

monument  to  Wendell  Phillips:   see  Wendell  Phillips  Monument 

municipal  building,  Charlestown:  sre  Municipal  Building,  Charles- 
town 

new  Back  Bay  street :   see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

Norfolk  St.,  completion,  loan  for:  .see  Norfolk  Street 

paving  Washington  st.,  Ward  25:  see  Washington  St.,  Ward  25 

playground,  Ward   I:  see  Playground,  Ward  1 

playgrounds,  North  End :  see  North  End 

public  landings:  see  Public  Works  Department 

purchase  of  wharf.  Condor  St.:  see  Condor  Street 

recreation  pier,  East  Boston:  see  Ward  2 


Finance  Matters,  continued. 

refuse  stations:  see  Public  Works  Department 

repairs  on  "Vigilant":  c  207 

Savin  Hill  Playground:  see  Savin  Hill  Playground 

segregation    of   drug   users,   building   for:   see  Penal    Institutions 
Department 

sewer  construction,  South  End:  see  Public  Works  Department 

school  stadium:  see  School  Stadium,  Franklin  Field 

widening  Norfolk  st.:  see  Norfolk  Street 

Financial  Statement. 

mayor's  address  to  the  city  council  c  1,  2 

Fire  Alarm  Branch,  Appropriation  for  Improvements. 

{See  Fire  Department.) 

Fire  Alarm  Station,  New.     {See  Fire  Department.) 


Fire  Department. 

commissioner:  notice  from  civil  service  of  approval  of  appointment 
of  Charles  H.  Cole  c  15;  communication  from  Charles  D.  Daly 
relative  to  removal  from  office  of  fire  commissioner  c  15-18 

chief:  John  A.  Mullen 

chief  clerk:  B.  F.  Underbill.     Office,  Bristol  st. 

annuity  to  widow  of  Daniel  T.  Dineen:  order  to  pay  Elizabeth  J. 
Dineen  $300  per  year  on  account  of  death  of  husband  while  member 
of  department,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  22,  23-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  24 

annuity  to  Mrs.  Leroy  James:  see  James,  Mrs.  Leroy,  or  Annuities 

appointment  of  firemen:  ordinance  relative  to,  referred  to  committee 
on  ordinances  c  393 

appropriation:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  fire  commissioner 
recommending  appropriation  of  $92,000,  $50,000  for  automobile 
apparatus  and  $42,000  for  improvement  of  fire  alarm  branch  c  49, 
52-referred  to  executive  committee  c  52-report,  accepted,  placed 
on  file  c  73;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  two 
orders,  one  for  $50,000  to  be  expended  for  automobile  apparatus, 
the  other  for  $42,000  to  be  expended  for  fire  alarm  branch  improve- 
ments, referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  73-report,  discussed 
c  147,  148-accepted,  order  passed  c  148 

automobile  service:  communication  from  the  mayor  recommending 
the  passage  of  two  tax  orders  appropriating  the  sums  of  $50,000  and 
$42,000  for  automobile  apparatus  and  improvement  in  the  fire 
alarm  service,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  108-report,  referred 
to  committee  on  appropriations  c  112-report,  accepted,  orders  passed 
c  128;  communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  appropriations  c  115-report,  no  further  action  necessary 
c  128;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  transfer 
from  appropriation  for  land  and  apparatus,  Orient  Heights,  to  appro- 
priation for  automobile  fire  apparatus,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  229-report,  accepted,  order  read  once  and  passed  c  232- 
taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passed  c  244 

color  of  autos:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  ordi- 
nance relative  to  color  of  autos,  referred  to  the  committee  on  ordi- 
nances c  221,  222-report,  accepted  and  ordinance  passed  c  279 

contract  for  purchase  of  gasolene  launch:  notice  of  proposed  con- 
tract between  members  of  department  and  said  department  c  86 

engine  house,  West  Roxbury:  order  that  fire  commissioner  be  re- 
quested to  report  on  expediency  of  erection  of,  at  corner  of  Washington 
and  Stimson  sts.,  passed  c  357;  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  the  fire  commissioner  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  361 

ferry  service  fire  apparatus:  communication  from  the  mayor 
relative  to,  also  letters  from  L.  K.  Rourke  and  fire  commissioner 
with  order  for  transfer  of  $3,000  from  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  236 

fire  alarm  station:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  fire  commissioner  requesting  $225,000  for 
a  new  fire  alarm  station,  to  be  built  in  connection  with  the  high 
pressure  pumping  plant  under  Charles  st.  c  241,  242-referred  to 
committee  on  finance  c  242-referred  to  finance  commission  c  253 

fire  apparatus,  Orient  Heights:  order  that  the  fire  commissioner  be 
requested  to  report  whether  additional  apparatus  is  necessary,  passed 
c  200;  communication  from  the  mayor  and  fire  commissioner  relative 
to,  referred  to  executive  committee  o  209-report,  accepted,  communi- 
cation placed  on  file  c  218 


FIRE 


(26) 


FIREARMS 


Virc  Departinciit,  coiiliiiiicd. 

tire  engine  house,  Mason  St.:  see  Mason  Street 

fire  limits:  s<c  RuikliiiK  Di^pni't'ii'^nt.  Fire  I;imits 

fire  station,  Oak  sq.:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  fire 
couuiiissionor  willi  order  for  transfer  of  $10,000  from  Reserve  Fund, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  55-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  73 

height  and  weight  of  members:  report  of  committee  on  ordinance 
(referred  last  year),  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  24-referred 
to  executive  committee  c  ITifj-report  with  ordinance  in  new  draft, 
discussed  c  lOo-lOT-jiasscd  c  167 

iiigh  pressure  for  fire  service:  sec  Public  Worlvs  Department 

increase  appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
order  for  an  appropriation  of  $62,000,  referred  to  committee  on 
appropriations  c  llG-report,  no  further  action  necessary  c  128 

leave  of  absence.  Memorial  Day:  see  Memorial  Day 

pensions  for  call  men:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  fire 
commissioner  transmitting  order  granting  pensions,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  o  204-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  208 


Fire  Limits.     {See  Building  Department,  Fire  Limits.) 


Firearms. 

sell,  rent  or  lease: 

Amaeie,  Placido:  petition  c  H6-granted  c  119 

Amaru,  Liborio:  petition  for  leave  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  e  304,  306 

Appleton  Hardware  Company:  50  Eliot  st.,  Ward  7,  petition  c133- 
granted  c  134 

Benjamin,  Morris:  petition  o  140-granted  c  148 

Benovitz  &  Sheinkopf:   150  Merrimae  st.,  Ward  8,  petition  c  133- 
granted  c  134 

Berkman  &  Wilenskt:  petition  c  125-granted  c  130 

Berman,  a.:  petition  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  c  273 

Bloom,  M.  B.:  petition  c  196-granted  c  200 

BoHN,  Moses:  petition  o  116-granted  c  119 

BuGBEE,  Gilbert  D.:  petition  c  189-granted  c  193 

Cohen,  Charles:  petition  c  116-granted  c  119 

Cohen,  Jacob:  petition  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  c  366 

Cohen,  Leo  S.:  petition  c  116-granted  c  119 

Cohen,  Moe:  37  Fleet  St.,  Ward  6,  petition  e  132-granted  c  134 

Cohen,  Samuel:  petition  o  152-granted  c  153 

Criello,  G.,  &  Brother:  petition  o  189-granted  c  193 

DiAB,  S.  J.:  743-745  Washington  St.,  Ward  7,  petition  e  132-granted 

c  134 
DoELL,  Frederick:  petition  c  116-granted  c  119 
Einstein,  Charles:  petition  c  152-granted  c  153 
EiSENBERG,  Max:  petition  c  lS9-granted  o  193 
FiNKELSTEiN,  MoRRis:  petition  c  206-granted  c  208 
Finlet,  James  A.:  20  Franklin  St.,  Brighton,  petition  c  42-granted 

c  43;  petition  o  132-granted  c  134 
Fishman  Brothers  Loan  Company:    petition   for   license   to   sell, 

rent  or  lease  c  285-granted  c  293 
Fredberg,  Samuel:  petition  c  196-granted  c  200 
Friedman,  Samuel:  petition  c  96-granted  c  103 
Glodt  &  Sisonsky:  petition  e  116-granted  c  119 
Goldberg  Brothers:  petition  c  152-granted  c  153 
Goldberg,  Louis:  petition  c  152-granted  c  153 
Goldman,    Myer:    904   Washington  st..  Ward   7,  petition   c    133- 

granted  e  134 
Gordon,  S.:  petition  c  160-granted  o  164 

Greater  Boston  Loan  Company:  petition  c  125-granted  c  130 
Grout,  E.  A. :  petition  c  125-granted  o  130 
GuTLON  Brothers:  petition  c  116-granted  c  119 
Hunter,  J.  B.,  Company:    petition   to   sell,   rent   or   lease    c    215- 

granted  c  218 
Hyde  Park  Loan  Company:  petition  o  196-granted  c  200 
IvER  Johnson  Sporting  Goods  Company:  petition  for  leave  to  sell, 

rent  or  lease  c  385-granted  c  393 
Kabatchnick,  Louis:  petition  c  196-granted  c  200 
Kahn,  Jacob  H.:   petition  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  o  243-granted  c  246 
Katz,  Louis:  499  Main  st..  Ward  4,  petition  c  132-granted  c  134 


Firearms,  continued. 

KiEKwooD  Bbothers:  petition  c  125-granted  c  130 

Klien  &  Peelstein:  petition  o  176-granted  o  178 

Lefkovich,  Louis:  138  Merrimae  st.,  Ward  8,  petition  c  133-granted 
c  134 

Lefkovich,  Max  H.:  petition  o  206-granted  c  208 

Levine  Brothers:  petition  c  189-granted  c  193 

Levine,  Harry:  petition  o  125-granted  c  130 

Levine,  Hyman:  petition  c  196-granted  c  200 

Levine,  Isaac:  petition  c  125-granted  c  130 

Levine,  Max:  petition  c  116-granted  c  119 

Levine,  S.:  petition  for  leave  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  c  298-granted  c  299 

LiPKiN,  A.:  31  Green  st.,  Ward  8,  petition  c  133-granted  c  134 

Lynch,  John  E.:  petition  c  160-granted  c  164  , 

Miller,  Simon:  petition  o  125-granted  c  130 

Mongaedi,  G.:  16  North  sq.,  Ward  6,  petition  c  132-granted  e  134     ' 

Morse,  A.  S.,  Company:  petition  c  125-granted  c  130 

North  End  Jewelry  Company:  petition  for  leave  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  c  345-granted  c  349 

North  End  Jewelry  Store:  petition  for  leave  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
c345 

Park  &  Pollard  Company:  petition  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  c  273 

Peaelstein,  David:  52  Shawmut  ave.,  Ward  7,  petition  c  132- 
granted  c  134 

Peaelstein,  David  and  Samuel  H.:  129-133  Staniford  st..  Ward  8, 
petition  c  133-granted  o  134;  petition  for  leave  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  c  243-granted  c  246 

Peaelstein,  Eli:  petition  c  125-granted  o  130 

Pearlstein,  Louis:  226  Pleasant  St.,  Ward  10,  petition  c  133- 
grauted  o  134 

Peaelstein,  Maurice  and  Joseph:  86-88  Merrimae  st.,  Ward  8, 

petition  c  133-granted  e  134 
Read,  William,  &  Sons:  petition  o  176-granted  c  178 
Robinson,  Simon:  295  Tremont  st..  Ward  7,  petition  c  133-granted 

c  134 


Robinson,  S.,  &  Co.:  140  Eliot  st., 
c  134 


Ward  7,  petition  c  132-granted 


Rogers,  Alfonso:  petition  c  125-granted  c  130 
RosENBAUM,  Michael  S.:  59  Shawmut  ave.,  Ward  7,  petition  c  133- 
granted  0  134 

RosENBEEG  &  BovANiCK:  67  Atlantic  ave.,  Ward  6,  petition  c  132- 
granted  e  134 

Rosenberg  &  Mayburg:  petition  c  152-grauted  c  153 
Rosenberg,  Samuel  F.:  petition  c  140-granted  e  148 
Rosenthal,  Herman:  petition  c  152-granted  c  153;  petition  c  176- 
granted  c  178 
Rosenthal,  M.  F.:  petition  c  152-granted  c  153 

RosNov,  Max:  1060  Washington  st..  Ward  9,  petition  c  133-srauted 
cl34 

Rubin  &  Sneider:  petition  o  125-granted  c  130 

Saunders,  G.  S.,  &  Co.:  petition  e  189-granted  c  193 

ScHNEiDEE,  Jacob:  petition  o  140-granted  c  148 

Schonfeld,  Victor:  petition  c  189-granted  e  193 

Segal,  Louis:  11  Green  st.,  Ward  8,  petition  c  132-granted  c  134 

Segal,  Sam:  petition  c  125-granted  c  130 

SiEGEL,  Henry,  Company:  660  Washington  st..  Ward  7,  petition 
0  132-granted  e  134 

Silvekstein,  Mrs.  J.:  285  Hanover  st.,  Ward  6,  petition  c  132- 
granted  c  134 

Simmons,  Jacob:  petition  c  125-granted  c  130 

Sisonsky,  Hyman:  petition  c  116-granted  c  119 

Slutzki,  William:  173  Hanover  st.,  Ward  6,  petition  e  132-granted 
c  134;  236  Hanover  St.,  Ward  6,  petition  c  132-granted  c  134 

Smith,  Robert:  petition  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  c  215-granted  c  218; 
petition  e  252-granted  c  254 

Sonnabend,  Joseph:  petition  c  116-granted  c  119 

Sonnabend,  Louis:  petition  c  160-granted  e  164 

Sonnabend,  Maurice:  petition  e  189-granted  e  193 

South  Boston  Loan  Company:  petition  c  140-granted  c  148 

Stone,  Joseph:  petition  c  96-granted  c  103 

Suffolk  Loan  Company:  1904  Washington  st.,  Ward  17,  petition 
e  133-granted  c  134 

Tosi  Music  Company:  petition  c  96-granted  c  103 

Tremont  Loan  Company:  petition  c  152-granted  c  153 

White,  J.,  Sons:  petition  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  c  334-granted  c  343 

WoLPE,  Joseph:   petition  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  c  263-granted  c  267 


FIREMEN 


(27) 


FREEPORT 


Firemen  and  Engineers,  Stationary,  Local  3,  of  Boston 
and  Vicinity. 

communication  from  said  organization  protesting  against  hiring  of  fire- 
men and  engineers  by  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  from 
paid  employment  agencies  c  41,  42-referred  to  executive  committee 
0  42 -placed  on  file  c  43 


First  Parish. 

taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  160 


Fisher,  Horace  B. 

elected  assistant  secretary  at  organization  schoolhouse  commission  c  177 


Fitzgerald,  Hon.  John  F.,  Mayor. 

address  to  the  city  council  c  1 


Fitzgerald,  James  E.,  et  al. 

petition  relative  to  establishment  of  park,  Ward  2  c  116-report,  accepted, 
that  case  be  called  to  attention  of  mayor  c  119 


Fitzgerald,  Margaret. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  street  oiling  machine 
c243 


Fitzpatrick,  John  H. 

appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  96 

Five=cent  Fare  to  Hyde  Park.     {See  Hyde  Park.) 


Flags,  Displaying. 

order  that  expense  be  charged  to  incidental  expenses,  passed  c  59 


Flynn,  C.  J. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  horse  c  111 


Flynn,  Thomas  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred  on  account  of  stoppage  of 
sewer  c  263 


Fogarty,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  309 

Foley,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  caused  by  overfiow  of  sewer  c  273 


Foley,  Margaret. 


notice  of  appointment  as  Trustee  for  Children,   placed  on  file  c  367; 
notice  of  approval  of  civil  service  commissioner  c  394 


Foisom,  Charles  E. 

appointed  member  of  board  of  assessors  c  87-approved  by  civil  service 
commissioners  c  96 


Footbridge,  Greenwich  Park.     (See  Greenwich  Park.) 


Foot  Travel  in  Streets,   Improvement  of.     (<See  Public 
Grounds  Department.) 


Ford,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  o  176 

Form  of  Votes. 

c  22 

Fort  Avenue  Playground. 

order  that  the  superintendent  of  public  grounds  be  requested  to  submit 
an  estimate  of  cost  of  40,000  feet  of  land  adjoining  standpipe,  passed 
c  193;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  superintendent  of  public 
grounds  c  205,  200- referred  to  executive  committee  o  206-referred  1o 
committee  on  public  lands  c  208 

Foster,  George  S. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  57 


Fourth  of  July. 

closing  of  streets:  order  to   close  streets    required    for    celebration, 

passed  c  191 
free  ferries:  see  Public  Works  Department 


Fowl. 

Johnson,  Robeht  P.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dog 

c  196-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  201 
McIntyre,  Peter:  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  c  196-granted 

c207 
McPeake,  J.  R.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 

c  353-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  368 
WiLBER,  Charles  E.  :  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs 

c  365-report,  accepted,  laid  over  c  376-taken  up,  passed  c  386 


Fowler  Street,  Ward  20. 

sidewalk:  Isaac  Arkins  et  al.,  petition  c  133-granted  c  193 


Fox,  Mary  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  blasting  c  263 

Franklin  Field. 

roping  off:  order  to  cause  necessary  roping  off,  passed  c  102;  order  to 
rope  off  such  parts  as  may  be  necessary  for  Dorchester  Day,  passed 
c  161 

school  stadium:  see  School  Stadium,  Franklin  Field 


Franklin  Park. 

car  line:  order  that  the  park  commissioners  be  requested  to  report  on 
the  advisability  of  running  cars  through  park,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  377 

renovating  soil :  see  Park  Department 

wall,  Seaver  st.:  see  Park  Department 


Freeport  Street  Beach, 
improvements:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $9,000  from  the  appropriation   for   bathing 
beach   to     improvements,    referred   to   executive   committee   o    1j1- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  153 


FULLER  (28) 


GRANT 


Fuller,  A.  T. 

uotioc  of  xise  of  location,  Mnlvc-ru  St.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  278 

Fuller  Street,  Dorchester, 
sidewalk:  Edward  Meahvitz  ct  al.,  petition  c  57-granted  c  112 

Qaffey,  Annie. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  278 

Gallagher,  Edward  M. 

appointed  infirmary  trustee  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners 
c96 

Gallivan,  Hon.  James  A. 

order  that  remarks  at  second  session  of  National  Conference  on  City 
Planning,  May  28,  1912,  be  printed  as  a  city  document  c  161-164- 
passed  c  164;  notice  of  appointment  as  street  commissioner,  placed 
on  file  c  346;  notice  of  approval  from  civil  service  commission,  placed 
on  file  c  354 

Garbage.     {See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Gately,  William. 

petition,  compensation  for  backing  up  of  sewer,  St.  Alphonsus  st.  c  189 

Gauger  of  Liquid  Measures.     {See  Liquid  Measures.) 
Gavin,  Ellen. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property  c  285 

Genoud,  Mrs.  Henri. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  215 

Gill,  William. 

petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred  by  leaking  service  pipe, 
Glenway  st.  c  70 

Qillen,  Mary  J. 

petition  for  hearing  on  claim  c  234 

Ginsburg,  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  caused  by  blasting  c  353 

Glenn,  Frederick. 

order  that  salary  as  an  assistant  city  messenger  be  fixed  at  $1,000 
per  annum,  passed  c  65 

Qlenville  Avenue,  Allston. 

acceptance:  L.  H.  Bonelli,  Jr.,  et  ah,  petition  for  acceptance  c  386 

Glenway  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  112- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  119;  order  for  construction,  passed 
0  193 


Goggin,  James. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  28 

Goodhue,  H.  W. 

petition  that  city  pay  cost  of  removing  obstruction  in  sewer  at  63  Davi- 
son st.  c  252 


Goodwin,  W.  H.,  Estate. 

order  that  there  be  paid  to  said  estate  amount  of  taxes  levied  for  the 
year  1911  c  339-report  and  order,  assigned  c  343-taken  up,  amended 
and  passed  c  346 


Gore,  Fred  S.,  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner. 

notice  of  interest  in  two  contracts  with  City  of  Boston,  placed  on  file  c  29; 
notice  of  contract  c  177;  notice  of  interest  in  contract  with  City  of 
Boston  c  263 


Gorman,  Mrs.  D.  J.,  et  al. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  spraying  trees  c  215 

Gottie,  Bert. 

petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  personal  injuries  c  42 


Government  of  the  City  of  Boston,  1912.     {See  Maj'or, 
The,  and  City  Council.) 

Government  Ownership,  Quarantine.     {See  Quarantine.) 

Governor's  Island. 

appropriation:  order  that  the  park  commissioners  report  what  action 
has  been  taken  looking  to  the  improvement  for  which  an  appropria- 
tion was  made  in  1911,  passed  c  217 

improvement:  communication  from  the  park  commissioners  relative 
to,  placed  on  file  c  236,  237 

Governor's  Proclamations. 

concerning  corrupt  practices  in  elections  and  taxation  of  forest  lands, 
placed  on  file  c  346 

Grade  Crossing,  East  Boston.    {See  Boston,  Revere  Beach 
&  Lynn  Railroad  Company.) 

Grading  of  Playgrounds.     {See  Park  Department.) 

Grain,  Measurers. 

appointed  for  one  year  c  110;  Mertel  J.  McGinnis,  appointed  c  331- 
confirmed  c  346 


Grand  Army. 

vacation  for  veterans:  see  City  Employees 

Grant,  George  O. 

petition,  compensation  for  arrest  and  alleged  illegal  acts  by  the  police 
department  c  263-refused  c  389 


|qreen 


(29) 


HAY 


Qreen,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Ex=Mayor. 

guest  at  inaugural  exercises  c  1 

Greenwich  Park. 

footbridge  over  railroad:  order  that  committee  on  finance  include 
in  first  loan  bill  a  sum  sufficient  to  build  a  footbridge  over  railroad 
tracks  of  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  o  45,  46-report,  that  commissioner  of  public 
works  furnish  estimate  of  cost,  accepted  c  111;  communication  from 
the  commissioner  of  public  works  giving  estimate  of  cost,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance  c  139-report,  that  same  be  placed  on  file  c  253 


Qrinnell,  A.  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  c  263 

Grove  Hall, 
waiting  room :  see  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 

Guarciello,  Vincenzo. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  by  auto  of  the  park  depart- 
ment c  215 


Gulesian,  M.  H. 

petition,  compensation  for 
refused  c  389 


damages,  Huntington  ave.,  by  sewer  c  70- 


Gusenof,  David. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  store  window  c  57-refused  c  389 


Hale  House. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  barrels  lost  c  96-refused  c  389 


Hale,  Matthew. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  soldiers'  relief  c  4;  committee  on  branch 
libraries  c  23;  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordi- 
nances, claims,  prisons  c  25 

orders  offered :  indorsement  of  charter  c  23 
retirement  system  for  employees  c  43 
metropolitan  planning  commission  c  43 
closing  of  streets  for  Marathon  race  c  88 
closing  of  streets  for  parade  c  129 
resolutions  on  death  of  Mrs.  Silloway  c  168 
Boston  planning  commission  c  324 
noise  near  hospital  c  347 
number  of  incomplete  sidewalks  c  347 
protection  foi  park  passengers  c  350 
demonstration  of  Somers  system  c  396 

remarks:  Arlington  st.  extension  c  11,  12 
indorsement  of  charter  c  25 
metropolitan  planning  commission  c  43,  44 
legislation  relative  to  street  improvements  c  136 
mayor's  office  expenses  c  145,  146 
height  of  firemen  c  166 
metropolitan  planning  commission  c  168 
railway  strike  c  179 
question  of  privilege  c  280 
retirement  system  for  city  employees  c  .347 
ordinance  abolishing  park  and  other  departments  c  387 
demonstration  of  Somers  system  o  396 
closing  proceedings  c  397 


Hamilton,  Alexander. 

statue,  removal  of:  see  Art  Department 


Harrington,  Timothy  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  wages  caused  by   injuries  while  in 
employ  of  health  department  c  70 


Hart,  Bridget. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  spraying  machine  c  243 

Hart,  Thomas  N.,  Ex=Mayor. 

guest  at  inaugural  exercises  c  1 

Harvard  Avenue. 

widening:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for 
loan  of  $35,000  for  widening,  to  be  expended  by  board  of  street 
commissioners,  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance  c  271-report, 
accepted  and  order  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  305-taken  up, 
given  final  reading  and  passed  c  336 


Harvard  Bridge. 

repairs:  communication  from  the  city  clerk  of  Cambridge  transmitting 
copy  of  preamble  and  order  with  reference  to  repairs,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  118-report,  placed  on  file  c  119 


Harvard  Gun  Club  and  Harvard  Rifle  and  Pistol  Club. 

petition  for  permission  to  use  portion  of  Soldiers'  Field  for  target  practice 
c  125-granted  c  130 


Harvard  Provision  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Harvard  St.,  by  stoppage  of  sewer 
c  116 


Harvard  Square, 
sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  346 


Harvard  Stieet,  Ward  24. 

resurfacing:  order  that  commissioner  of  public  works  be  requested  to 
resurface  between  Blue  Hill  ave.  and  Morton  st.,  passed  c  202;  com- 
munications from  the  mayor  and  public  works  department  relative  to, 
placed  on  file  c  258 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  276 


Haven,  C.  F. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Eliot  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  274 

Haverty,  Mary. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  215 


Hay  and  Straw. 

inspectors  appointed  for  one  year  c  110;  George  L.  Ryan,  appointed 
inspector  c  131-confirmed  c  140;  Benjamin  Franklin  Hartford, 
appointed  inspector  c  131-confirmed  c  140;  John  T.  Mathews,  ap- 
pointed c  137-confirmed  c  153;  Patrick  W.  Mclia,  appointed  c  SOS- 
confirmed  c  336;   Charles  Seely,  appointed  c  351-confirmed  c  367 


Hay  Scales. 

Herbert  C.  Davis,  appointed  superintendent  of  north  scales;  Neil 
Mclnnes,  superintendent  of  Roxbury  hay  scales;  Daniel  P.  Walker, 
superintendent  of  south  hay  scales  c  111 


HAYES 


(30) 


HOLIDAYS 


Hayes,  John. 

petition  to  be  paiil  $25  for  livbor  on  sewer  in  Taylor  st.  c  252 

Hays,  Martin. 

remonstrance  ui^ainst  transfer  of  appropriation  of  $23,000  for  Everett 
St.,  Brighton  c  3S5 


Heads  of  Departments. 

information  relative  to  employees:  order  that  heads  of  depart- 
ments furuisli  information  in  answer  to  four  questions  relative  to 
employment  and  removal  of  city  employees,  passed  c  46;  communica- 
tion from  the  mayor  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  62;  communication 
from  the  mayor,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  o  67;  com- 
munication from  the  mayor,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
cSO 


Health  Department. 

board  of  health:  Samuel  H.  Durgin,  M.  D.,  chairman;  Francis  X. 
Mahoney,  M.  D.;  P.  H.  Mullowney,  M.  D.  V.  c  346 

commissioner:  Patrick  H.  Mullowney,  appointed  c  87-approved  by 
civil  service  commissioners  c  117 

chairman  of  board:  ordinance  increasing  salary,  referred  to  committee 
on  ordinances  c  96-report,  accepted,  discussed  c  146,  147-passed  c  147 

secretary:  Francis  H.  Slack,  M.  D. 

port  physician:  Francis  X.  Crawford,  M.  D. 

appointments:  notices  of  appointment  of  Dr.  James  E.  Cotter,  J.  J. 
Carr,  Henry  J.  Hart,  John  J.  Mahoney,  John  L.  Murdock  c  177 

assistant  port  physician:  Edward  M.  Looney,  M.  D. 

chief  medical  inspector:  Thomas  B.  Shea,  M.  D. 

convenience  station,  Thomas  park:  see  Thomas  Park,  Convenience 

Station 
dairy  inspector:  John  M.  O'Hara,  appointed  c  305 
dermatologist:  Dr.  Francis  J.  Keany 

inspectors:  notice  of  appointment  of  Robert  E.  Dyer  et  al.  c  196 
medical  inspector:  David  D.  Brough,  M.  D. 

new  steamboat:  report,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  306 
use  of  "Cormorant":  communication  from  the  finance  commission 

transmitting  report  of  consulting  engineer,  placed  on  file  c  29 

vital  statistician:  William  H.  Davis,  M.  D. 

health  exhibit:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order 
for  transfer  of  S2,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
for  health  department,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  222- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  232 

health  inspector  for  the  inspection  of  provisions  and  animals: 

Alexander  Burr,  M.  D.  V. 

assistant  medical  inspector  of  animals:  Robert  E.  Dyer,  M.D.  V. 

chief  of  bureau  of  child  hygiene:  William  J.  Gallivan,  M.  D. 

assistant,  bureau  child  hygiene:  Joseph  D.  Murphy,  M.  D. 

chief  sanitary  inspector:  Thomas  Jordan.  Offices,  100  Summer 
St.,  fourth  floor 

assistant  city  physician:  George  'A.  Sargent,  M.  D.  Office,  City 
Building,  Chardon  st. 

explosives:  notice  of  use  of  location,  North  Grove  st.,  for  storage  of 
explosives  c  264 

health  inspector  for  the  inspection  of  milk  and  vinegar:  James  0. 
Jordan,  Ph.  G. 

director  of  bacteriological  laboratory:   Burdett  L.  Arms,  M.  D. 

assistant  director  of  laboratory:    Marion  Wade,  B.  A.    OflSce,  30 

Huntington  ave. 

retirement  of  Doctor  Durgin:  o  147 

sanitary  condition  of  Back  st. :  see  Back  Street 

sanitary  inspectors:  notice  of  appointment  of  George  Costanza  et  a!., 
placed  on  file  c  160;  William  O'Brien,  appointed  c  273 

"Vigilant":  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communica- 
tion from  the  health  department;  order  for  an  appropriation  of 
$13,000,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  lS9-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  194;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  board  of  health 
transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  $2,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  204-report,  accepted,  discussed 
c  207,  208-passed  c  208 


Healy,  D.  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of  water  c  309 

Heath  Avenue. 

laying  out:    order  that  street  commissioners  lay  out  and  accept  as  a 
public  way,  passed  o  263 

Hecla  Street. 

sidevfalk:  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect,  passed  c  321 


Hendricks,  Maria. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  defective  water  shut-off, 
Gay  Head  st.  c  42 


Hendry  Street, 
accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  o  88 

Herrick,  William  C. 

appointed  constable  c  131 

Hewlett  Street. 

sidewalks:    schedule  of  costs  with  order  to  assess  and  collect,  passed 
c  252 

Highland  Gun  Club. 

petition  to  use  ground  in  Ward  26  for  trap  shooting  c  15-granted  c  24 


Highland  Park. 

land  adjoining:  communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to  sale  of 
land  by  Boston  Helping  Hand  Jewish  Home  Society,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  251 


Highways,  Making  of. 
appropriation  for:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

Hilton  Express  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  caused  by  defect  in  street  c  353 

Hoerrner,  George. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Fisher  ave.,  by  drain  breaking  c  i: 

Holbrook,  Cabot  &  Rollins  Corporation. 

estimate  of  damages  by  taking  land,  Taylor  St.,  order  for  hearing  c  Ill- 
hearing  c  133-report,  with  preambles  and  resolve,  accepted,  passec 
c  148 

Holiday  Street. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  o  88 

Holidays.    {See,  also,  the  names  of  the  different  holidaj-s.) 

ringing  of  bells:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  cause  bells  t 
be  rung  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  noon  and  at  sunset  on  legal  holidays- 
passed  c  42 


HOLLANDER 


(31) 


INCOME 


Hollander  Street,  Ward  21. 

resurfacing:  order  to  resurface,  passed  o  249 
sidewalks:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  264 

Holmes  Avenue  and  other  streets,  Brighton. 

laying  out:  order  to  accept  and  lay  out  Holmes  ave..  Academy  Hill  rd., 
Allston  Heights,  Webster  ave.,  Corey  rd.,  passed  c  112 

Holton  Street. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  c  88;    communication  from  the 
street  commissioners  giving  estimate  of  cost,  placed  on  file  c  108,  109 

Homes  Avenue. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  c  88 

Hood,  H.  P.,  &  Son. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  team  c  125 

Horan,  George  T. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  wagon  caused  by  city  team  c  273 

Horgan,  Susan   M.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  263 


Hospital  Department. 

trustees:  A.  Shuman,  president;  Conrad  J.  Rueter,  secretary;  Francis 
J.  Keany,  M.  D.;  William  G.  Shillaber,  Joseph  P.  Manning;  Francis 
J.  Keany,  appointed  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners 
0  96;   notice  of  organization  c  126 

superintendent:   John  H.  McCollom,  M.  D. 

assistant:  Frank  H.  Holt,  M.  D.  Office  at  City  Hospital,  Harrison 
ave. 

appropriation:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  hospital  trustees 
relative  to  appropriation,  three  orders,  one  for  $14,000,  two  for  $.5,000, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  188-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  194;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication 
from  the  hospital  trustees  relative  to,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  363-30.')-report,  accepted,  recommending  reference  to  the  finance 
commission  c  370,  371 

appropriation  for  mortuary  building:  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $9,000,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  13 

mortuary  plans:  order  that  the  plans,  specifications  and  bids  in 
connection  with  proposed  mortuary  at  hospital  be  submitted  before 
appropriation  is  acted  upon,  passed  c  23-report,  no  further  action 
necessary,  accepted  c  73;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
plans,  specifications,  etc.,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  26-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  30 


Hospital  for  Consumptive  Children.    (<See  Consumptives' 
Hospital  Department.) 

Howe  Street. 

acceptance:  order  to  accept  as  a  public  way,  passed  c  231 
Howes,  C.  Q.,  Company. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Braintree  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  272 

Hughes,  Julia  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  96 


Hunter,  Charles  M. 

petition  for  retirement  under  chapter  459,  Acts  of  1910,  relating  to 
county  employees  c  70-report,  with  preamble  and  order,  accepted, 
passed  c  118,  119 


Hurwitz,  William. 

petition  for  license  as  auctioneer  c  309-given  leave  to  withdraw  c  343 


Hyde  Park. 

building  limits:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  the  building  commissioner  relative  to  c  71,  72— 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  72-report,  with  ordinance, 
accepted,  passed  c  168 

five-cent  fares:  resolution  in  favor  of  a  five-cent  fare  on  street  railways, 
etc.,  passed  c  280 

municipal  buildings:  see  Municipal  Buildings,  Brighton  and  Hyde 
Park 

tax  deeds:  order  for  transfer  to  city  collector  and  city  treasurer  of  all 
the  tax  deeds  affecting  lands,  etc.,  referred  to  the  executive  committee 
c  322-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  357 

town  report:  order  that  the  city  clerk  be  authorized  to  have  printed 
the  forty-fourth  annual  report,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  3CS- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  306 


Hyde  Park  Avenue. 

widening:  order  that  the  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  furnish 
an  estimate  of  cost  of  widening  from  Clarendon  Hills  to  Cleary  sq., 
passed  c  377 


Hyde  Park  Five=cent  Car  Fare. 

preambles,  resolutions  and  order  relative  to,  favoring  a  five-cent  car 
fare,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  145-report,  accepted,  dis- 
cussed, passed  c  148,  149 


Hyde  Park  Water  Company. 

order  that  Mr.  Roscoe  Walsworth  be  invited  to  attend  the  next  meeting 
of  the  executive  committee  to  lay  before  them  his  views  of  dispute, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  288-report,  accepted  and  referred 
to  finance  commission  c  293-plaeed  on  file  c  328-invitation  placed 
on  file  c  328;  communication  from  the  finance  commission,  referred 
to  the  executive  committee  c  298;  order  that  the  law  department 
bring  an  action  at  law  based  upon  evidence  given  in  the  case  pending 
at  the  time  of  annexation,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  330; 
order  that  the  law  department  petition  the  court  for  a  review  of  the 
case,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  330 


Hyneman,  Francis. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Huntington  ave.  c  57-refused  c  389 


Improvements,   Commonwealth   Park.      {See    Common- 
wealth Park.) 

Inaugural  Exercises.     (See  City  Council.) 

Incidental  Expenses.     (See,  also,  City  Council.) 

laying  corner  stone  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building:  order  that  expenses 
incurred  in  roping  off  street  be  charged  to  incidental  expenses,  passed 
o263 

precinct  maps:  see  Election  Department 
Incinerator  in  Brighton.    {See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Income  of  Parkman  Fund.     (*See  Parkman  Fund.) 


INCREASED 


(32) 


KELLEHER 


Increased  Cost  of  Coal.     (Sec  Coal.) 


Indorsement  of  Charter.    (See  Legislative  Matters.) 


Infirmary  Department. 

trustee:  Edward  M.  Gallagher,  appointed  o  87-approved  by  civil 
service  commissioners  c  90 

building,  Long  Island:  see  Long  Island 

expenses:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  and  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  for 
pauper  expenses,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  o  150-report, 
referred  to  executive  committee  o  161-report,  accepted,  order  passed 

0    1G4: 


Ingalls,  George  H. 

petition  that  city  execute  a  deed  to  remove  cloud  on  title  of  estate. 
Park  St.,  Charlestown  o  96— report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  177, 
178-taken  up,  passed  c  191 


Initial  Cost  to  City  of  Widening  St.  James  Avenue. 

c82 

Injuries,  Personal.     (See  Claims.) 

Inspectors  of  Buildings.     (iSee  Building  Department.) 

Institutions  Registration  Department. 

registrar:  Charles  F.  Gaynor.     OfiSce,  28  Court  sq. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Stationary  Engineers. 

communication  from  Local  No.  3  protesting  against  hiring  of  firemen 
and  engineers  from  paid  employment  agencies  c  41,  42-placed 
on  file  c  43 


Jacobs,  C.  J.,  Company. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  labor  on  broken  sewer  in  Norway  st.  c  334 

Jacobs,  Samuel. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  c  304 

James,  Mrs.  Leroy. 

order  to  pay  an  annuity  of  $300  per  year  on  account  of  death  of  Leroy 
James,  a  member  of  the  fire  department,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mfttee  c  177-report,  accepted,  assigned  c  178-taken  up,  passed  c  191 

Jennison,  E.  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by  horse  of  the  public  works 
department  c  215  , 

John  Winthrop  Playground.    {See  Playground,  Ward  16.) 
Johnson,  Robert  P. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  c  196-report  and  order,  accepted, 
passed  0  201 


Johnson,  S.  R. 

petition  for  hearing  on  claim  on  account  of  accident  at  Gaylord  and 
Washirigton  sts.  c  243-refused  c  389 


Jones,  Charles  W. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  from  the  Woodman  Jones  Estate, 
River  st.  c  374 


Jones,  F.  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  278 

Jones,  Harriet  F. 

petition,  compensation  tor  damages  by  stoppage  of  drain  c  196 

Jordan,  Michael  J. 

appointed  trustee  for  children  c  96 

June  Seventeenth.     {See  Bunker  Hill  Day.) 
Jurors. 

drawn:  c  26,  35,  36,  47,  67,  97,  107,  108,  150,  182,  203,  221,  250,  251, 
256,  269,  283,  284,  300,  344,  345,  351,  383,  384 

jury  list:  order  to  cause  names  on  list  as  submitted  by  election  com- 
missioners to  be  written  on  separate  ballot  and  placed  in  box  provided 
for  the  purpose,  passed  c  103 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

list  received  from  secretary  of  state  of  those  authorized  to  marry  c  386 


K  Street  and  Columbia  Road. 

sidewalks:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  12- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  153 


Kane,  Frank  J. 

petition  to  be  paid  wages  for  time  lost  on  account  of  injuries  received 
while  working  for  the  city  c  57 


Keany,  Francis  J. 

appointed  hospital  trustee  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners 
c96 


Keayne,  Col.  Robert. 

order  that  a  bronze  tablet  be  placed  in  the  new   City  Hall  in  memory 
of,  passed  c  178 


Keenan,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  son  Robert  by  defective  street 
c  116 


Kelleher,  Dennis  J. 

report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  201 

Kelleher,  Margaret  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  oil  c  196 


KELLEY 


(33) 


LANQLEY 


Kelley,  Frank  J. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of  injuries  received  while 
employed  in  public  grounds  department  c  298 


Kelley,  Patrick  F. 


petition,  compensation  for  damage,  Deane  at. 
c  42 


by  overflow  from  gutter 


Kelly,  Jeremiah. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  overflow  of  sewer  c  345 

Kemp,  Thomas  E.  I.,  el  al. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  water,  Homes  ave.  c  111 


Kennedy,  John  F. 

elected   acting   chairman   at   organization   of   schoolhouse    commission 
c  177 


Kenneth  Street. 


sidewalk; 

c  193 


Jennie    Anderson,  petition;    order    for  construction,    passed 


Kenny,  Thomas  J.,  Councilman. 

certificate  of  election:  c  1 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  chairman  committee  on  Evacuation  Day  c  23;  appropria- 
tions, executive,  finance,  ordinances,  Parkman  Fund  c  25;  committee 
on  rules  c  4 

orders  offered :  Evacuation  Day  committee  c  23 
holiday  on  visit  of  President,  March  18  c  42 
roping  off  streets,  Evacuation  Day  c  42 
closing  streets.  Evacuation  Day  c  42 
reading  room,  Andrew  sq.  c  61 

engrossing  of  resolutions  on  death  of  John  T.  Priest  c  79 
improvement.  Commonwealth  park  c  90 
repairing  D  and  E  sts.  c  119 
police  station,  South  Boston  c  129 
sidewalks,  K  st.  c  129 
flagpole,  Strandway  c  134 
infirmary  building,  Long  Island  c  192 
sidewalks,  D  st.  c  207 
cost  of  filtering  sewerage  c  207 
dredging  at  Wood  Island  c  220 
sale  of  ferryboat  c  322 
electric  light,  South  Boston  c  343 

remarks:  Evacuation  Day  committee  c  23 
Arlington  st.  extension  c  11,  40 
metropolitan  planning  commission  c  43,  44 
loan,  Children's  Consumptive  Hospital  c  44,  45 
claim  of  Dexter  Brothers  c  45 
highway  and  sewerage  loans  c  47 
Arlington  st.  extension  c  GO,  61 
extension  St.  James  ave.  c  61 
refuse  stations  c  64,  65 
appropriation  for  refuse  station  c  64,  65 
loan  for  .sewerage  works  c  75 
loan  for  sewerage  works.  South  End  c  76 
money  for  street  improvements  c  92 
Congress  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  etc.  c  103 
loan  for  sewerage  works  c  111 
loan  for  refuse  station  c  111 
wharf  property.  Condor  st.  c  127 
playground,  Mt.  Ida  c  127 
entertainnient  of  postal  clerks  c  135 
incorporation  of  East  Boston  Terminal  Company  c  135 
Elevated  entrances,  Dover  .st.  c  136 
playground,  Mt.  Ida  c  143,  144 
Wendell  Phillips  monument  c  140-148 
covering  of  garbage  cans  c  156 
public  hearing,  property.  Chestnut  st.  c  158 
ordinance  relative  to  height  of  firemen  c  166,  167 
metropolitan  planning  commission  c  168 
railway  strike  e  179-181 

vacuum  cleaner,  Consumptives'  Hospital  c  191 
loan  for  sewer  construction  c  191,  192 
loan  for  infirmary  building,  Long  Island  c  193 


Kenny,  Thomas  J.,  Councilman,  continued. 

temporary  landings  c  193 

new  building,  Long  Island  c  198 

question  of  privilege  c  201,  202 

questions  to  the  mayor  regarding  street  lighting  c  233,  234 

estimate  of  municipal  building.  Ward  17  c  247,  249 

appropriation,  playground,  East  Boston  c  249 

municipal  building.  Ward  17  c  253 

appropriation  for  City  Hall  Annex  c  266 

Parental  Home  plans  c  268 

invitation  to  Mr.  Edgar  Wrightington  of  the  Boston  Consolidated 

Gas  Company  c  279 
street  lighting  c  281 
assessment  values  c  322,  323,  329 
street  lighting  c  323 

transfers  from  Reserve  Fund  (S65,500)  c  325-327 
loan  for  Savin  Hill  Beach  c  329 
power  of  city  council  to  transfer  c  330 
retirement  of  city  employees  c  336 
covering  of  garbage  cans  c  336 
assessment  values  c  338,  339 
street  lighting  c  341,  342 
City  Hail  Annex  offices  c  342 
retirement  system  for  city  employees  c  347 
branch  library.  South  Boston  c  356 
additional  copies  of  document  149  c  358 
information  concerning  assessments  c  360 
assessed  values  c  379-382 


Kepness,  Abraham. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  c  189 

Kilton  Street. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  c  88 

sidewalks:  order   for   construction,    referred    to    executive    committee 
0  112-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  119 

King,  Catherine. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Dana  st.  c  189 

King,  N.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  tire  c  273 

Knowles,  James. 

appointed  weigher  of  beef  c  8 

Knox,  Joseph  H. 

appointed  constable  c  361 

Kroog,  Bertha  D.,  el  al. 

sidewalk,  McLellan  St.,  petition  c  152-granted  c  193 

Labor  Day. 

parade:  order  to  close  streets  during,  passed  c  218 

Laborers. 

pensions  for  laborers  in  water  service:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Lands,  Public. 

building,  Stony  brook:  see  Stony  Brook 

Langley,  Arthur  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  shutting  water  off  c  334 


LANNON 


(34) 


LIBRARY 


Lannon,  Joseph  J.,  et  al. 

removal  of  lostiu'tions  oii  land,  South  st. :  sec  Public  Lands 

Lapslej',  Catherine  C. 

potition,  oonipcnsiition  for  personal  injuries  o  125-refused  o  389 

Lauriat  Avenue,  Ward  24. 
sidewalk:  Sarah  J.  Gallagher  et  al.,  petition  c  140-granted  o  149 

Lavin,  James  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  two  Tyeeks'  labor  c  215 


Lavin,  Mary  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  overflow  of  sewer 
c215 


Law  Department. 

corporation  counsel:    Joseph  J.  Corbett 

assistants:  George  A.  Flynn,  Karl  Adams,  Joseph  A.  Campbell, 
William  P.  Higgins,    Richard  M.  Walsh 

city  conveyancers:  Charles  F.  Day,  Roscoe  P.  Owen,  Elizabeth  M. 
Taylor 

corporation  counsel:  communication  from  the  acting  mayor  announc- 
ing the  death  of  Thomas  M.  Babson;  resolution  on  death,  adopted; 
order  that  engrossed  copy  be  sent  widow;  order  that  city  council 
attend  funeral  and  procure  floral  tribute;  order  that  flag  on  City  Hall 
be  displayed  on  day  of  funeral,  passed  c  33,  34;  communication  from 
the  acting  mayor  notifying  of  appointment  of  James  R.  Murphy 
temporarily  c  41 

Hyde  Park  Water  Company:  see  Hyde  Park  Water  Company 

income  of  Parkman  Fund :  opinion  on  appropriation  of  c  94,  96 

opinions:  Parkman  Fund  c  26,  27;  taking  down  old  buildings  c  121; 
additional  building  inspectors  c  121,  122;  expense  of  precinct  maps 
c  243  -339 

power  of  city  council  to  transfer:  see  City  Council 

right  of  way,  Clarendon  Hills:  see  Clarendon  Hills 

secretary :  Fisher  Ames.     Offices,  730  Tremont  Building 


Laying  Out  of  New  Streets. 

notice  from  election  commissioners  relative  to  vote  cast  at  state  election 
for  laying  out  of  new  streets,  placed  on  file  c  304,  305 


Leahy,  William  A. 

resolution  expressing  thanks  of  city  council  for  services  as  secretary 
to  the  mayor,  passed  c  306,  307 


Legislative  Affairs. 

committee:  resolution  relative  to  (referred  last  year),  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  rules  c  24-reconsidered,  report,  no  further  action  necessary 
c  24;  appointed  c  25 

abolition  of  poll  tax:  order  that  the  corporation  counsel  be  requested 
to  draft  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  poll  taxes,  etc.,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  202-report,  no  further  action  necessary  c  377;  resolution 
relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  393 

annuity  to  widows  of  deceased  city  employees:  communication 
from  the  mayor  asking  acceptance  of  act  to  authorize  City  of  Boston 
to  make  payments  to  widows,  or  next  of  kin,  of  deceased  employees, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  114 

Civil  service  for  employees,  Deer  Island:  see  Deer  Island 

control  of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad:  see  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 

election  precept,  special  election.  District  18:  sec  Election  Depart- 
ment 

electrifying  of  steam  railroads:  see  Electrifying  of  Steam  Railroads 


Legislative  Affairs,  conlinued. 

indorsement  of  charter:  resolution  opposing  change,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  23-report,  discussed  c  24,  25-aceepted,  resolu- 
tion adopted  c  25 

metropolitan  planning  commission:  see  Metropolitan  Planning 
Commission 

retirement  system  for  employees:  see  Retirement  System  for  Em- 
ployees 

street  improvements,  money  for:  resolution  relative  to  Senate 
Bill  No.  492,  passed  c  136 

widening  of  St.  James  ave. :  see  St.  James  Avenue 


Lenox  Street. 

closing  of   coal    holes:  order  relative   to,   referred   to   committee   on 
public  lands  c  161-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  177 


Leonard,  Jessie. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  116 
Levitor,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  team  c  334 

Lewis,  George. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  coat  c  152-refused  c  389 

Lewis  Park. 

change  of  name:  see  Alvah  Kittredge  Park 
Lewis  &  Mullen. 

petition,  compensation  foi   damage  to  property  bv  overflow  of  sewer 
c215 

Libraries,  Branch.     {See  Branch  Libraries.) 


Library  Department. 

trustees:  Josiah  H.  Benton,  president;  Samuel  Carr,  Ale.xander 
Mann,  Thomas  F.  Boyle,  William  F.  Kenney;  John  A.  Brett, 
appointed  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96 

librarian:  Horace  G.  Wadlin.    Offices,  Library  Building,  Copley  sq. 

branch  library,  Charlestown:  communication  from  the  mayor  in- 
closing communication  from  the  president  of  the  trustees,  accompanied 
by  a  plan  and  estimate  from  Messrs.  Fox  &  Gale,  architects,  showing 
appearance  and  cost  of  library  c  68,  69;  order  for  transfer  of  .$12,200 
from  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  69-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  73 

bust  of  Longfellow:  transfer  of  appropriation:  see  Longfellow, 
Henry  W. 

manuscript  from  assessing  department:  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  chairman  of  board  of 
assessors  relative  to;  order  for  transfer  of  said  records,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  235-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  246 

reading  room,  Andrew  sq.:  order  that  trustees  be  requested  to 
establish  a  delivery  station  and  reading  room  in  that  section  of  city, 
referred  to  committee  on  libraries  c  61-report,  accepted  and  order 
passed  c  356 

reading  room,  Faneuil:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  referred  to 
the  committee  on  branch  libraries  c  352-rcport,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  356 

site  and  building,  Roslindale:  order  for  loan  of  525,000  for,  referred 
to  committee  on  branch  libraries  c  129-report,  accepted,  referred  to 
library  trustees  c  178 


Library,  Roslindale.     (.See  Librarj^  Department.) 


LICENSES 


(35) 


LONGFELLOW 


Licenses. 

auctioneer:  William  Hurwitz,  petition  c  309 

minors'  licenses:  granted  4,  15,  29,  46,59,  70,  88,97,  111,  118,  125. 
133,  190,  197,  200,  215,  216,  231,  243,  263,  274,  279,  287,  305,  321, 
336,  307,  375,  386;  F.  Powell,  B.  Masterson,  Fred  T.  Bridge,  H. 
Hackett,  D.  Bloomfield,  E.  L.  Strittmatter,  petitions  c  96-granted 
c  103;   Alice  R.  Jordan,  Milk  and  Baby  Hygiene  Association,  Edward 

F.  Martin,  Rev.  J.  J.  McCarthy,  William  W.  Locke,  petitions  c  86- 
granted  c  90;  I.  Florence,  Mabel  K.  Golden,  Rev.  F.  P.  Powers,  S.  J., 
Rev.  James  H.  O'Neil,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Marden,  Maud  Park,  petitions 
c  Ill-granted  c  112;  John  J.  Fitzgerald,  Rose  L.  Byrne,  petitions 
116-granted  c  119;  John  F.  Barry,  Morris  Camberg,  F.  Lyman 
Clark,  Edith  Guerrier,  petitions  c  15-granted  c  24;  William  W. 
Everts,  petition,  permit  for  children  c  42-granted  c  43;  E.  Guerrier, 
petition,  license  c  70-granted  c  73;  Edward  F.  Martin,  G.  H.  Orman, 
Jane  W.  Gale,  Grace  H.  Steward,  A.  and  J.  Lewis,  petitions,  licenses 
for  children  c  57-granted  c  04;  John  J.  Fitzgerald,  petition  c  110- 
granted  c  119;  Rose  L.  Byrne,  petition  c  110-granted  c  119;  Charles 
N.  Snow,  petition  c  125-granted  c  130;  Francis  M.  Ducey,  Addie 
A.  Crocker,  petitions,  permits  for  children  c  28-granted  c  30;  John  P. 
Manning,  M.  Hanel  Boone,  Frances  G.  Smith,  Mar.v  F.  Dowd,  Mabelle 
H.  Smith,  petitions  c  132-granted  c  134,  140,  153,  160,  177;  F.  Lyman 
Clark,  H.  Brackett,  A.  E.  Dodd,  E.  L.  Curran,  petitions  c  140- 
granted  c  148;  J.  Jefferson  Richards,  B.  Masterson,  petitions  c  152 
granted  c  153;  Mrs.  Amy  T.  Rawson,  Catherine  M.  Madison,  peti- 
tions c  176-granted  c  178;  Catherine  A.  Hart,  petition  c  160-granted 
c  104;  Gertrude  E.  Marshall,  petition  c  lS9-granted  c  193;  Eniil.\- 
Kelly,  petition,  permit  c  263-grantod  e  267;  Mrs.  G.  R.  Southwiek, 
petition  for  children  c  298;  Mabel  J.  Golden,  petition  for  permit  for 
children  c  304;  Margaret  Kemper,  petition,  permit  for  children 
c304;  Arthur  E.  McEiffel,  petition,  permit  for  children  c  309;  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  petition,  permit  for  children  c  334;  Mabel  J. 
Golden,  petition  for  permit  c  345;  Isadore  Kronstein,  petition  for 
permit  c  345;    Marguerite  M.  Scales,  petition  for  permit  c  345;    Mrs. 

G.  R.  Southwiek,  granted  c  299;  Golden,  granted  c  300;  Kempncr, 
granted  c  300;  A.  C.  McEiffel,  granted  c  324;  Mrs.  William  H.  Marden, 
granted  c  343;  Golden,  Scales  and  Kronstein,  granted  c  349;  Alice 
E.  Ackerman,  petition  c  374-granted  c  377;  S.  A.  Crowell,  petition 
c  385-granted  c  393;  Bernadetto  Masterson,  petition  c  385-granted 
c  393;   D.  M.  Staley.  petition  c  38.5-granted  c  393 


Licensing  Board. 

Ezra  H.  Baker,  chairman;    Fred  A.  Emery,    Samuel  H.  Hudson;    Louis 
Epple,  secretary.     Office,  29  Pembcrton  sq. 

secretary:  petition  of   Louis  Epple   to   be   paid   $50   for  payment  of 
witness  fees  c  15-granted  c  24 


Licensing  of  Children,     (^ee  Licenses.) 

Lighting  Apparatus.     (<See  Public  Improvements.) 

Lighting  Equipment  Bids.     {See  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Supply  Department.) 

Linden  Avenue. 

laying  out:  order  that  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  lay  out 
and  accept  as  a  public  way  from  Lamont  st.  to  Linden  Park  St., 
passed  c  240 


Liquid  Measures,  Gangers. 

appointment:  ordinance   relative    to   appointment,    referred   to   com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  30;   Cecil  E.  Baum  ei  al.,  appointed  c  111 


Lithgow  Street. 

acceptance:    ordered  that  the  street  commissioners  be  requested  to 
accept  and  construct,  passed  c  207 


Loan  for  Sewerage  Works.    (-See  Public  Works  Department.) 

public  landing,   Dewey  beach:  see  Dewey  Beach 

Loans. 

appropriation  for  laying  out  streets:  .see  Street  Layin^-Out  Depart- 
ment 


Loans,  continued. 

Arlington  st.  extension:   see  Arlington  Street 

bath  house,  Charlestown:  see  Bath  Department 

buildings,  Long  Island:  see  Long  Island 

Commonwealth  ave.:  see  Commonwealth  Avenue 

convenience  station,  Dorchester  ave.:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Copley  sq.,  Improvement:  see  Copley  Square,  Improvement 

Dorchester  intercepting  sewer:  see  Public  Works  Department 

drainage,  Charles  River  Basin:   see  Public  Works  Department 

high  pressure  for  fire  service:  sec  Public  Works  Department 

land  and  incinerator,  Brighton:   see  Public  Works  Department 

laying  out  streets:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

loan  for  refuse  destructor  site:   see  Public  Works  Department 

loan  for  sewerage  works:   see  Public  Works  Department 

making  of  highways:   see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

municipal  building,  Charlestown:  see  Municipal  Building,  Charles 
town 

municipal  building,  Ward  17:   see  Ward  17 

new  police  station.  South  Boston:  see  Police  Department 

Norfolk  St.,  completion:  see  Norfolk  Street 

playground,   Mt.   Ida  section:  see  Playground,  Mt.  Ida  Section 

purchase  of  wharf  property.  Condor  st. :   see  Condor  Street 

recreation  pier.  Ward  2:  see  Ward  2 

refuse  stations:  see  Public  Works  Department 

relocation  of  Centre  st.:  see  Centre  Street 

Savin  Hill  Beach:  see  Savin  Hill  Beach 

sewer  construction.  South  End:    see  Public  Works  Department 

sewerage  works:  see  Public  Works  Department 

sewerage  works,  $200,000:  see  Public  Works  Department 

vacuum    cleaning.    Consumptives'    Hospital:     see    Consumptives" 
Hospital 

Wendell  Phillips  monument:   see  Wendell  Phillips  Monument 

widening  Harvard  ave.:  see  Harvard  Avenue 

Logue,  Charles. 

elected  chairman  at  organization  of  schoolhouse  commission  c  177 

Long  Brothers. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  by  manhole  c  252 


Long  Island. 

buildings:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communica- 
tions from  the  chairman  of  infirmary  trustees  and  architect  relative 
to  cost  of  specific  buildings  planned  to  erect  on  island;  order  for  loan 
of  $175,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  131-report,  accepted, 
order  rejected  c  192;  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  plans 
and  specifications,  discussed  c  192-given  first  reading  and  passage 
c  193-taken  up,  passed  c  197,  198 

sea  wall:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  infirmary  trustees 
giving  the  estimated  cost  of  repairing,  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance  c  300,  301 


Longfellow,  H.  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred  in  repairing  drain  c  334 


Longfellow,  Henry  W.,  Poet. 

communications  from  the  mayor  and  A.  Sliuman  transmitting  order  for 
an  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  a  bust  by  Mr.  Kitson,  and  that  gift 
subscribed  by  A.  Shuman  el  al.  be  accepted,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  159;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order 
transferring  appropriation  of  $1,000  from  library  trustees  to  art 
department,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  235-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  232,  246 


LUCAS 


(36) 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Lucas,  Edward  S. 

potitiou,  coiiipousation  ou  lU'count  of  sickness  c  304 

Luoni,  Caroline. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clotliing  c  2G3 


Lyon,  Albert  M. 

representing  owners  of  shoe  factory  wishing  to  locate  in  Boston,  com- 
munication c  67,  68 


Macaluso,  Carmela  M.,  Trustee. 

petition  to  be  repaid  for  repairing  sewer  at  4  and  6  Hollander  st.  c  353 


Maclntyre,  E.  Lydia 

petition,   compensation  fc 
main  c  70 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  street  construction  o  243 


petition,   compensation  for   damage   to   property.   Main  St.,   by  water 
main  c  70 


Maguire,  Elizabeth. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  tree  guard  c  297 

Maguire,  J.  W.,  Company. 

notice  of  use  of  location,   Harcourt  and  Boylston  sts.,  for  storage  of 
explosives  c  264 

Maguire,  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  49    Clayton  st.  c  243 

Mahoney,  Nora  C. 

petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  personal  injuries  c  285 


Mahoney,  Patrick  J. 

petition  to  be  paid  wages  while  sick  on  account  of  accident  in  sanitary 
division  c  15 


Main  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  266, 
267 


Malaguti,  Fred  D. 

petition  for  hearing  on  his  claim  c  345 

Malloch's  Wharf, 
public  landing:  see  Park  Department 

Managers  of  Old  South  Association.     {See  Old  South 
Association.) 

Manning,  J. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Huntington  ave.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  335 


Manofsky,  Morris. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  230 

March  Seventeenth.     {See  Evacuation  Day.) 
Marcus,  A.  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  189-refused  c  389 
Marine  Park. 

appropriation:  transfer  of  unexpended  balance:  sec  Park  Department, 
playground  improvements 

Marine  Park  and  Castle  Island. 

improvements:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  superintendent 
of  parks  transmitting  order  transferring  $2,784.85  to  improvements, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  304-report,  accepted  and  order 
passed  c  343 


Market  Department. 

superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market:  George  E.  McKay.  Office 
Faneuil  Hall  Market 

additional  public  markets:  see  Public  Markets 

Faneuil  Hall  Market:  petition  of  superintendent  that  market  be  kept 
open  October  11  until  9  p.  m.,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  263- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  267 

sanitary  accommodations,  Faneuil  Hall  Market:  see  Faneuil  Hall 

Market 


Market  Street,  Brighton. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  330- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  343 


Marshfield  Street,  Roxbury. 

resurfacing:  order  that  the  commissioner  of  public  works  resurface 
between  Cottage  terrace  and  Norfolk  ave.,  passed  c  153;  communica- 
tion from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  commis- 
sioner of  public  works  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  184 


Martin,  John  B. 

appointed  election  commissioner  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  com- 
missioners 0  126 


Martin,  Michael  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  break  in  w'ater  main 
c353 


Mason  Street. 

engine  house:  order  that  the  corporation  counsel  report  as  to  whether 
end  of  street  could  be  taken  by  the  city  for  purpose  of  erection  of 
fire  engine  station,  passed  c  391,  392 


Massa,  Pietro  A. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account  of  injuries  received  while 
at  work  for  the  city  c  86 


Massachusetts  Homeopathic  Hospital.    {See,  also,  Public 
Works  Department.) 

communication  from  superintendent  relative  to  heavy  teaming  on  streets 
around  hospital,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  390-report,  ac- 
cepted, referred  to  street  commissioners  c  393;  communication  from 
the  street  commissioners,  placed  on  file  c  394 
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Massachusetts  Prison  Reform  League. 


communications   from   the   league   transmitting  resolutions  passed   by 
tliem  concerning  prison  reform  at  Deer  Island,  placed  on  file  e  38G 


Massachusetts  Real  Estate  Exchange. 

communication  from,  relative  to  widening  St.  James  ave.  c  84 

Mattapan  Associates.     {See  Austin    Street,  Brook    Road 
and  other  ways,  Milton.) 


Mayor,  The. 
address  to  the  city  council:  c  1-3 


appearance  at  city  councii  meeting:  of  October  24  c  288-293 

office  expenses,  decoration  of  City  Hall:  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  .$1,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  appropriation  for  office  expenses,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  241-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  246 

public  celebrations:  communication  from  the  niayor  transmitting 
order  for  an  appropriation  of  $5,000,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  187-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  194;  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  order  for  transferring  $5,000  from  Reserve  Fund 
to  appropriation  for  public  celebrations  c  222-225-reterred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  225~report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  232;  com- 
munication from  the  mayor  transmitting  list  of  bills  outstanding 
and  order  for  transfer  of  $2,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  passed  c  348 

secretary:  resolution  expressing  thanks  of  city  council  to  William  A. 
Leahy  for  services  rendered  them  while  secretary  to  the  mayor, 
passed  c  306,  307 

street  lighting:  see  Street  Lighting 

appointments: 

Brett,  John  A.:    appointed  library  trustee  o  87-approved  by  civil 

service  commissioners  c  96 
Cadiqan,  William  G.:   appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner  c  197- 
approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  206 

Calho0n,  William  I.:  appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  87-approved 
by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96 

CoAKLEY,  Daniel  H.:  appointed  park  commissioner  c  87-approved 
by  civil  service  commissioners  c  86 

Cole,  Charles  H.:  notice  from  civil  service  of  approval  of  appoint- 
ment as  fire  commissioner  c  15 

Cole,  James  E.:  appointed  commissioner  of  wires  c  87-approved  by 
civil  service  commissioners  c  96 

Coolidge,  John  T.,  Jb.  :  appointed  art  commissioner  c  117-approved 
by  civil  service  commissioners  c  133 

Cdrhan,  George  E.:  appointed  director  of  the  Workingmen's  Loan 
Association  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96 

Fitzpatrick,  John  H.:   appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  96 

Foley,  Margaret;  notice  of  appointment  as  trustee  for  children, 
placed  on  file  c  367;  communication  from  the  civil  service  approv- 
ing appointment  c  394 

FoLSOM,  Charles  E.  :  appointed  member  of  board  of  assessors  c  87- 
approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96 

Gallagher,  Edward  M.:  appointed  infirmary  trustee  c  87-ap- 
proved by  civil  service  commissioners  o  96 

Gallivan,  James  A.:  notice  of  appointment  as  street  commissioner, 
placed  on  file  c  346;  notice  of  approval  from  civil  service  commis- 
sion, placed  on  file  c  354 

Jordan,  Michael  J.:  notice  of  appointment  of,  as  trustee  for 
children  c  96 

Keany,  Francis  J.:  appointed  hospital  trustee  c  87-approved  by 
civil  service  commissioners  c  96 

Martin,  John  B.:  appointed  election  commissioner  c  87-approved 
by  civil  service  commissioners  c  126 

MiNTON,  John  M.:  appointed  chairman  of  board  of  election  com- 
missioners and  member  of  listing  board  c  70 

Mullen,  Matthew  J.:  notice  of  appointment  as  overseer  of  the  poor, 
placed  on  file  c  346;  notice  of  approval  from  civil  service  commi.s- 
sion,  placed  on  file  c  354 

Mdllowney,  Patrick  H.:  appointed  health  commissioner  c  87-ap- 
proved by  civil  service  commissioners  c  117 

Mdrphy,  James  R.  :  notice  of  appointment,  temporarily,  as  corporation 
counsel  c  41;  appointed  member  of  board  of  appeal  e  195-referred 
to  executive  committee  c  206-report,  no  action  neces.sary  c  218; 
notice  of  appointment  as  member  of  board  of  appeal  c  216-notice 
of  approval  from  civil  service  commissioners  c  21G 

O'Shea,  John  A.:  appointed  music  trustee  c  87-approved  by  civil 
service  commissioners   o   111 
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Perkins,  Charles  B.:    appointed  schoolhouse  commissioner  c  87- 
approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96 
Phipps,  Charles  E.:   appointed  cemetery  trustee  c  87-approved  by 

civil  service  commissioners  c  96 
Potts,  John  E.:    appointed  Consumptives'  Hospital  trustee  c  87- 
approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96 
Prendergast,  James  M.:  notice  of  resignation  as  park  commissioner 

c26 
Priest,  Lucian  J. :  appointed  first  assistant  assessor  c  .335 
Richardson,  Edward  G.:    appointed  member  of  board  of  assessors 

c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  o  96 
Shannon,  William  H.,  D.  V.  M.:  notice  of  appointment  as  veteri- 
narian, placed  on  file  c  346 
Temple,  Frederick  H.:    appointed   member  of   board  of   assessors 

c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  o  96 
TuRNBULL,  Joseph  A.:     appointed    overseer    of    the    poor    o    117- 
approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  133 
messages,  vetoes  and  appointments: 
redivision  of  precincts  c  4 
special  meeting,  Arlington  st.  extension  c  8 
Evacuation  Day  committee  ell 
Arlington  st.  extension  ell 
city  borrowing  capacity  c  12,  13 
mortuary  building.  City  Hospital  c  13 
appropriation,  Municipal  Athletic  Association  c  14 
plana  for  Copley  sq.  remodeling  c  14 
Children's  Consumptive  Hospital  c  14 
City  Hospital  mortuary  c  26 
completion  of  Aquarium,  etc.  c  26 
temporary  park  commissioner  c  26 
loan  for  making  of  highways  c  28 
money  for  sewerage  works  c  28 
money  for  drainage  c  28 
death  of  Thomas  M.  Babson  c  33 
new  Back  Bay  street  c  36 
refuse  stations  c  37 
bath  house,  Charlestown  c  37 
Arlington  st.  extension  c  37,  38 
appointment  of  corporation  counsel  c  41 
bath  hou.se,  Charlestown  c  43 

call  for  special  meeting,  sewerage  and  highway  loans  c  47 
minor  appointments  c  48 
soil  renovation,  Boston  Common  c  48 
playgrovmd  improvements  c  48 
changes  in  elevated  structures  c  48 
loan  for  refuse  stations  c  49 
refuse  destructor  site  c  49 

fire  department  appropriation,  improvements  c  49 
data  concerning  city  employees  c  52 
repairs.  Wood  Island  park  c  52,  53 
repairs  of  piers.  Castle  Island  c  53 
statue  grouping,  Public  Garden  c  53 
Copp's  Hill  playground  shelter  c  54 
fire  station,  Oak  sq.  c  55 
playground,  Mt.  Ida  c  55 

income  from  Parkman  Fund  c  56 
disposal  of  refu.se,  Brighton  c  56 
data  concerning  departments  c  67 

building  at  Stony  brook  c  67 

branch  library,  Charle.stown  c  68 

cost  of  Norfolk  st.  widening  c  69 

money  tor  election  department  c  09 

City  Planning  Conference  c  70 

appointment  by  the  mayor  c  70 

Hyde  Park  building  limits  c  71 

money  for  street  trees  c  72 

purchase  of  wharf  property.  Condor  st.  c  72 

loan  for  sewerage  works  c  72 

monument  to  Wendell  Phillips  e  72 

Fifth    International    Congress   of   Chambers  of   Commerce  and   In- 
dustrial and  Commercial  Associations  c  73 

money  for  fire  department  c  73 

death  of  John  T.  Priest  c  78 

appointments,  minor  c  80 

department  data  c  80 

extension  and  widening  of  St.  James  ave.  c  80,  81 

tran.sfer  of  balances  of  appropriation  for  playgrounds  c  85 

abandonment  of  easement,  Stony  brook  c  85 

soil  improvement,  Boston  Common  c  93 

furnishings  for  bandstand  c  93 

transfer  of  old  loan  to  refuse  station  c  93,  94 

art  department  appropriation  c  94 

bathing  place.  Wood  Island  park  c  94 

Parkman  Fund  appropriation  c  94 

locker  building.  Orchard  park,  veto  c  94 

salary  increases  c  96 

special  meeting  c  104 

automobile  service,  fire  department  c  108 

playground  supervisors  c  108 

Holton  St.  extension  c  108 

minor  appointments  c  109-111 

Boston  Ideal  Homes  Exhibition,  appropriation  o  114 

annuity  for  city  employees  c  114 
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laborers'  ponsions  c  114,  115 

iiuMiienitor  plans.  BriKliton  o  115 

firo  automobiles  c  115 

increase  for  police  and  firo  departments  o  115 

Ward  2  playground  c  120 

taking  down  of  bnildings  c  120 

repair  work  on  bridges  c  121 

additional  building  inspectors  o  121 

money  for  Ideal  Homes  Exhibition  c  122 

entertainment  of  postal  clerks  c  123 

target  practice  for  troops  o  123 

ball  grounds,  Boston  Common  c  123 

frnnsfer  to  art  department  c  123 

loan  for  sewerage  works  e  123,  124 

establishing  of  offices  of  Southern  Pacific  Company  in  Boston  c  129,  130 

buildings.  Long  Island  c  131 

money  for  sewerage  works  c  131 

vacuum  cleaning,  Consumptives'  Hospital  c  132 

playgrounds,  improvements,  transfer  of  money  c  132 

appointments  c  137 

planting  of  shade  trees  c  137 

completion  of  Ward  8  bath  house  c  137 

money  for  bandstand  o  137 

money  for  sewerage  works  c  138 

cost  of  footbridge,  Greenwich  park  c  139 

Dorchester  North  burial  ground  c  139 

appointments  c  150 

Boston  infirmary  expense  c  150 

Mystic  playground,  sea  wall  c  150,  151 

Commonwealth  park  improvements  c  151 

bathing  place,  North  Brighton  c  151 

improvement,  Freeport  st.  c  151 

dilapidated  buildings  c  151 

cost  of  paving  Washington  St.,  Brighton  o  152 

street  laying  out,  Ward  25  c  152 

bust  of  Longfellow  c  159 

removal  of  house  c  159 

sanitary  accommodations,  public  market  c  160 

board  of  examiners  of  buildings  c  170 

new  lighting  apparatus  c  172-174 

public  landings  c  176 

appointments  c  183 

fees  for  permits,  veto  c  183 

condition  of  Back  st.  c  183 

recommendation  of  sewerage  loan  c  184 

resurfacing  Marshfield  st.  c  184 

sleeping  quarters  for  crew  of  "Vigilant"  c  184 

opinions  on  building  ordinance  e  184 

sale  of  paving  blocks  c  185 

Wendell  Phillips  monument  c  186 

vacating  of  cavalry  quarters  c  186 

money  for  Ward  16  playground  c  186 

money  for  public  celebrations  c  187 

appropriation  for  City  Hospital  c  187 

repairs,  "Vigilant"  c  188,  189 

irrigation  system,  Boston  Common  c  189 

appointment  of  member  of  board  of  appeal  c  195 

fencing  Ashmont  playground  c  195 

building  for  drug  users  c  195 

plans  for  Commonwealth  ave.  c  195 

money  for  Orient  Heights  playground  c  196 

park  improvements  c  203 

additional  appropriation,  "Vigilant"  o  204 

settees  at  bandstand  c  204 

pensions  for  call  men  c  204 

Wendell  Phillips  monument  c  204 

police  conduct  during  strike  c  205 

removal  of  constables  c  205 

appointments  by  the  mayor  c  205 

cost  of  land,  High  Fort  playground  c  205 

call  for  special  meeting  c  209 

leasing  of  Dorchester  Club  rooms  c  209 

appointment  by  the  mayor  c  209 

resignations  of  constables  c  209 

sale  of  pumps  c  209 

fire  apparatus.  Orient  Heights  c  209 

repair  of  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer  c  210 

recreation  pier,  East  Boston  c  210 

appropriations  for  various  municipal  purposes  c  210,  211 

plans  for  school  stadium  c  213 

improvement  of  Commonwealth  ave.  c  213 

color  of  fire  department  autos  c  221 

expense  of  health  exhibit  c  222 

convenience  station.  Ward  21  e  222 

Columbus  Day  celebrations  c  222-225 

qualities  of  material  for  City  Hall  Annex  c  225-228 

new  police  stations  c  228 

automobile  fire  apparatus  c  229 

sewerage  construction  c  229,  230 

bust  of  Longfellow  c  235 

transfer  of  manuscript  c  235 

cleaning  of  soldiers'  monument,  Charlestown  c  235 

ferry  service,  fire  apparatus  c  235 

repair  of  Cornell  st.  e  236 

improvement  of  Governor's  Island  c  236 

choosing  of  park  sites  c  237 

transfer  to  boys'  school  c  237 
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appointments  c  240 

appropriation,  Chelsea  bridge  c  240 

decoration  of  City  Hall  c  241 

money  for  new  fire  alarm  station  c  241 

barn.  Parental  School  c  242 

printing  of  ward  maps,  etc.  c  242 

appropriation  for  Zoo,  etc.  c  244 

loan  for  .sewers  c  245 

appropriation  for  Dorchester  sewer  c  251 

improvements  at  Commonwealth  park  c  251 

land  for  Highland  park  c  251 

transfer  for  sewerage  works  c  251 

consolidation  of  departments  c  251 

Dorchester  intercepting  sewer  c  256 

construction  of  Temple  st.  c  256 

water  in  Charles  River  Basin  c  256 

appointments  by  the  mayor  c  257 

list  of  streets  c  257 

resurfacing  Harvard  st.  c  258 

appropriation  for  Columbus  Day  c  258,  259 

grading  of  playgrounds  c  258 

proposed  sale  of  ferryboat  "Revere"  c  259 

appropriation  for  Zoo  and  Aquarium  c  259 

cost  of  dredging  flats  c  260 

cost  of  proposed  sewerage  works  c  260 

questions  about  street  lighting  contracts  c  262 

transfer  for  trees  c  262 

Savin  Hill  playground  c  270 

land  on  East  Ninth  st.  c  270,  271 

widening  of  Plarvard  ave.  c  271 

sidewalk,  Ashland  street  bridge  c  271 

appointments  by  the  mayor  c  271,  272 

appointment  of  constable  c  272 

replies  from  the  mayor  c  272 

stadium  bridge  c  273 

additional  amount  for  cemetery  department  c  278 

sale  of  ferryboat  "Revere"  e  278 

regulation  of  hat  pins  c  278 

executive  appointments  c  278 

loan  for  City  Hall  Annex  c  284 

building  material,  City  Hall  Annex  c  284,  285 

hat  pin  ordinance  c  285 

appointments  by  the  mayor  c  285 

sale  of  paving  blocks  c  285 

appointments  by  the  mayor  c  295 

naming  of  new  stadium  bridge  c  295 

lease  of  Parkman  house  c  295 

transfers  for  departments  c  295,  296 

alteration  of  bridge,  Southampton  st.  c  296,  297 

appointments  by  the  mayor  c  300 

sea  wall.  Long  Island  c  300,  301 

removal  of  statues  c  301,  302 

reward  for  Peterson's  slayer  c  302 

sale  of  ferryboat  "Revere"  c  302 

rowing  machines  for  Paris  street  gymnasium  c  302,  303 

new  barn.  Parental  School  c  303 

proposed  ordinance  to  better  foot  travel  in  streets  c  303,  304 

Marine  park  and  Castle  Island  improvements  c  304 

appointments  by  the  maj-or  c  308 

transfer  for  Ward  17  municipal  building  c  308 

removal  of  statues,  Commonwealth  ave.  c  308,  309 

convenience  station,  Thomas  park  c  309 

repair  of  Parkman  house  c  309 

additions  to  Savin  Hill  playground  c  328,  329 

appointments  by  the  mayor  c  331 

high  pressure  fire  service  c  331 

Dorchester  tunnel  c  331 

municipal  building  plan.  Ward  12  c  331,  332 

municipal  building  plan,  Roslindale  c  332 

information  from  assessors  c  332 

dilapidated  buildings  c  332 

water  in  Back  Bay  c  333,  334 

animals  for  Zoo  c  334 

City  Hall  Annex  offices  c  342 

school  stadium,  Franklin  Field  c  342,  343 

land  for  bridge  division  c  345 

improvement  of  Commonwealth  ave.  c  345 

appointments  by  the  mayor  c  345,  340 

appropriation  for  public  celebrations  c  348 

appointments  c  351 

dilapidated  buildings  c  351 

appropriation  for  Charlestown  bath  house  c  352 

reading  room,  Faneuil  c  352 

widening  of  Otter  st.  c  352,  353 

municipal  building,  South  End  c  353 

municipal  building,  Charlestown  c  357 

guard  rails,  Charlesb.ank  c  361 

engine  house,  West  Roxbury  c  361 

electric  light.  South  Boston  c  361 

lighting  of  bridge.  East  Boston  c  361,  362 

improvement  of  Copley  sq.  c  362 

Ward  24  voting  precincts  c  302,  363 

City  Hospital  improvements  c  363-365 

call  for  special  meeting  c  370 

appointments  by  the  maj'or  c  372 

refuse  transfer  station,  Roxbury  c  372 

municipal  building,  Charlestown  c  372 
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municipal  buildings,  Brighton  and  Hyde  Park  c  372 

police  station,  South  Boston  c  372,  373 

piiynicnt  to  Thomas  Fallon  c  373 

rc-cstablishment  of  Forest  Hills  line  c  373 

additional  land.  Savin  Hill  playground  c  373,  374 

lighting  of  Minot  School  c  374 

lease  of  land  by  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  c  374 

vacuum  system.  Consumptives'  Hospital  c  384 

improvement  of  Copley  sq.  o  384,  385 

swimming  pool,  Parker  Hill  c  385 

withdrawal  of  recommendations  c  394 

minor  appointments:  c  109,  110,  111 

office  expenses:    transfer  of    appropriation  from    the  Reserve  Fund: 

see  Distinguished  Visitors 


McCaffrey,  George  H. 

report  on  petition  to  be  reimbursed  for  expense  incurred  by  him  in  civil 
action  for  false  arrest  with  order  allowing  payment,  report,  accepted, 
order  laid  over  c  376-taken  up,  passed  c  386 


McCaffrey,  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  caused  by  a  falling  tree  c  365 

McCallan,  Andrew. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  285 

McCarthy,  Bridget. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  215 

McClennen,  Edward  F.,  Attorney  for  Boston  Develop- 
ment and  Sanitary  Company. 

communication  relative  to  destructor  site  c  49 


McCoIgan,  Daniel. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  time  lost,  etc.,  on  account  of  injuries  received 
while  working  for  city  c  57 


McDermott,  Margaret  and  James. 

petition,   compensation   for   damages   to   property  by  break   in   water 
main  c  353 


McDonald,  Daniel  J.,  Councilman. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  soldiers' relief  c  4;  committee  on  unclaimed 
baggage  c  15;  committee  on  Bunker  Hill  Day  c  23;  committee 
on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  claims,  county  accounts, 
legislative  matters,  printing,  prisons  e  25;  committee  on  building 
limits  c  350 

orders  offered :  Old  South  Association  managers  c  23 
half  holiday,  Evacuation  Day  c  45 
bridge  over  tracks,  Greenwich  park  c  45,  46 
payment  to  sister  of  Michael  J.  O'Neil  c  59 
salary  of  F.  J.  Glenn  c  65 
sidewalk.  South  st.  o  71 

flags,  display  of,  during  funeral  of  John  T.  Priest  c  79 
roping  ofi  of  Franklin  park  c  102 
clerical  assistance,  Superior  Civil  Court  c  112 
annuity  for  Mrs.  Monahan  c  157 
city  employees'  picnic  holiday  c  157 
printing  remarks  of  Mr.  Gallivan  c  161 
ice  water  for  fountains  c  161 
resolutions  on  railway  strike  c  178 
free  ferries,  Fourth  of  July  e  202 
closing  of  streets.  Labor  Day  o  218 
laying  out  Linden  ave.  c  246 
money  for  soldiers'  relief  department  c  339 
Harvard  sq.,  etc.  c  346 
notice  of  election  c  353,  367 
printing  of  closing  proceedings  c  396 


McDonald,  Daniel  J.,  Councilman,  continued. 

remarks:  extension  of  St.  James  ave.  c  63 
entrance  of  steamers  for  the  southwest  c  130 
ordinance  relative  to  height  of  firemen  c  165,  166,  167 
railway  strike  c  179,  180 

questions  to  the  mayor  regarding  street  lighting  c  233 
transfers  from  Reserve  Fund  ($65,500)  c  326-328 
municipal  building,  Charlestown  c  357 
ordinances  o  369 
fire  limits  c  388 


McDonald,  Edward  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  189 


McDonald,  Ronald  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  overflow  of  sewer 
c231 


McDonough,  Catherine. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property,  East  Ninth  st.  c  189 

McDougall,  George  F. 

communication  relative  to  Boston  Elevated  Railway  strike  o  197 
McElroy,  Edward  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  clothing  and  personal  injuries  c  374 

McGannon,  Margaret. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  309 

McQettrick,  A.  F.,  etal. 
petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property  c  334 

McGovern,  James. 

petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  loss  of  horse  c  263 

McQrath,  Edward  A. 

appointed  constable  c  4 

Mclntyre,  Peter. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  c  196-granted  c  207 

Mclsaac,  Isabelle. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  c  365 

McKenna,  Thomas  J. 

petition,   compensation  for  damages  on  account  of  stoppage  of  main 
sewer.  Pine  St.,  Ward  26  c  189 

McKenney,  James. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  fire  in  the  public  works  depart- 
ment yard  c  385 

McKeon,  Richard. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages   on   account   of  overflew  of   sewer 
c  215 


McLaughlin 


(40) 


MILTON 


McLaughlin,  Rose  A.,  d  al. 

sidewalk,  Westerly  St.,  petition  c  lG2-grantcd  c  193 

McLaughlin,  William. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  fire  in  the  public  works  depart- 
ment yard  o  3S5 

McLellan  Street. 

sidewalk:  Bertha  D.  Kroog  et  al.,  petition  c  152-granted  c  193 
McMorrow,  Patrick. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  while  employed  by  city  e  96 

McNamara,  Joanna. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  clothing  c  196 
McNary,  William  S. 

communication  relative  to  election  of  city  clerk  c  87 


McPeake,  J.  R. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  c  353-report  and 
order,  accepted,  passed  c  368 


McShaneBell  Foundry  Company. 

petition  to  be  paid  $14.19,  amount   overpaid  in  purchase   of  old  bells 
from  fire  department  c  215 


McSolla,  M.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  by  falling  into  catch-basin 
c252 


Mealwitz,  Edward. 

petition,  sidewalk,  Fuller  st.  c  57 

Medical  Districts, 
new  division  of:  see  County  of  Suffolk 

Medway  Street  Bridge. 

notice  from  railroad  commissioners  of  hearing  c  305;  resolution  relative 
to  construction  of  new  bridge  over  railroad  tracks,  discussed  and  passed 
c  347,  348 

Meetings  of  the  City  Council.    (See,  also,  City  Council.) 
c22 

Melville  Avenue. 

sidewalk:  schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect  c  177 

Melville  Road. 

laying  out:  order  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  way,  passed  c  112 


Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Attridge,  John  J. 
Ballantyne,  Walter 
Buckley,  Timothy  J. 
Collins,  Walter  L. 
Coulthurst,  John  A. 
Hale,  Matthew 
Kenny,  Thomas  J. 
McDonald,  Daniel  J. 
Smith,  Earnest  E. 


Memorial  Bandstand,  Furnishings.    {See  Public  Grounds 
Department.) 

Memorial  Day. 

leave  of  absence  for  veterans  in  police  and  fire  departments:  order 
granting,  passed  c  157 


Metropolitan  Avenue. 

laying  out:  order  that  the  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  sub- 
mit plans  and  make  estimates  as  to  cost  of  laying  out  and  building 
bridge,  passed  o  136 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  between  Washington  and  Kittredge 
sts.,  passed  o  287 


Metropolitan  Fire  Hazard  Commission. 

notice  of  hearing  at  State  House,  November  15,  placed  on  file  c  304; 
notice  of  hearing,  November  26,  placed  on  file  c  310 


Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners. 

bathing:  order  requesting  location  of  bathing  establishment  at  North 
Brighton  on  the  Charles  river,  passed  c  136;  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  commis- 
sion relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  151 ;  order  that  commission  be  requested 
to  report  some  method  of  keeping  water  fit  for  bathing,  etc.,  passed 
c  244;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  metropolitan  park  com- 
mission, placed  on  file  c  256 

bathing  facilities,  Back  Bay:  communication  from  the  mayor  tran.s- 
mitting  communication  from  the  metropolitan  park  commission 
relative  to,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  333,  334 

Stadium  bridge:  see  Stadium  Bridge 


Metropolitan  Plan  Commission. 

report  (referred  last  year),  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  24- 
report,  that  same  be  placed  on  file  c  146 


Metropolitan  Planning  Commission. 

resolution  favoring  commission  and  that  committee  on  legislative  affairs 
appear  Wednesday  (next)  in  favor  of  commission,  discussed  c  43,  44- 
assigned  c  44-taken  up,  laid  on  table  c  168-taken  up,  referred  to 
executive  committee  232-report,  papers  placed  on  file  c  306 


Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board. 

communication  inclosing  bond  of   indemnity  from  A.  Varnerin  Com- 
pany to  City  of  Boston,  placed  on  file  c  70,  71 


Militia. 

enrollment:  c  197 

target  practice:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

Militiamen,  Payment  for.     (-See  Armories  and  Military 
Affairs.) 

Militiamen,  Vacation. 

order  to  grant  a  vacation  to  all  city  employees  who  are  members  of 
militia,  passed  c  148 

Millet  Street. 

sidewalk:  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect  c  133 
Milton  Avenue. 

sidewalk:  L.  R.  Berkowitz  et  al.,  petition  c  152;  order  for  construction, 
passed  o  193 


MI  NOT 


(41) 


MUNICIPAL 


Minot  School.     {See  School  Department.) 
Minton,  John  M. 

appointed  member  of  board  of  election  commissioners  c  70 

Minton,  Mary  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  3C5 

Minutes  of  the  City  Council.     (.See  City  Council.) 
Momand,  R. 

communication  relative  to  street  lighting  c  21G 

Monahan,  Margaret  M. 

order  to  allow  an  annuity  of  $300  per  year  to  widow  of  Patrick  D.  Mona- 
han, who  was  killed  by  city  cart,  assigned  c  157-taken  up,  passed  c  101 

Montgomery  Brothers. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Dorchester  ave.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  252 

Moore,  William  J. 

petition  for  hearing  on  his  claim  e  374 

Moran,  M. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  work  on  Vine  Street  Church  c  176 

Morrill,  J.  M.  E. 

notice  of  use  of  location.  Centre  St.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  346 

Morrison,  Annie  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  196 

Morrissey,  Thomas. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  203 

Mortuaries  of  the  County  of  Suffolk.     {See  County  of 
Suffolk.) 

Mortuary  Building,   City   Hospital.     {See  Hospital  De- 
partment.) 

Mothers'  Protective  Association. 

petition  for  hearing  relative  to  high  cost  of  living  c  196 

Motions. 

rules  relating  to  c  21 

Mount  Hope  Citizens'  Association. 

communication  in  favor  of  consolidation  of  park,  public  grounds,  bath 
and  music  departments  c  120 

Mullen,  Matthew  J. 

notice  of  appointment  as  overseer  of  the  poor,  placed  on  file  c  340;   i 
notice   of  approval  from  civil  service  commission,  placed  on  file  c  354 


Mulligan,  Thomas. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  on  account  of  overflow  of  sewer  c  215 

Mullowney,  Patrick  H. 

appointed  health  commissioner  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  com- 
missioners c  117 

Municipal  Athletic  Association. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  chairman 
of  the  budget  committee  outlining  a  program  for  athletic  develop- 
ment and  furni.shing  an  estimate  of  cost  of  certain  of  the  activities 
of  the  association  c  13,  14;  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $6,000, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  14;  order  tliat  the  finance  commis- 
sion investigate  and  report  on  expenditure  of  $2,000  by  as.sociation 
during  last  financial  year,  discussed  c  65,  00-passcd  c  00;  report, 
with  order  in  new  draft,  discussed,  accepted,  order  passed  c  90,  91 


Municipal  Building,  Charlestown. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  .$5,000 
from  appropriation  for  convenience  stations  at  City  sq.  and  Park  sq. 
to  said  appropriations,  passed  c  357;  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $125,000  for  municipal  building,  re- 
ferred to  conmiittee  on  finance  c  372;  communication  from  the  mayor 
withdrawing  recommendations,  placed  on  file  c  394 


Municipal  Building,  South  Boston. 

communication  from  the  maj'or  transmitting  communication  from  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  relative  to  the  appointment  of 
clerk;  order  for  transfer  of  $2,000  from  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to 
executive  committee  e  308-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  324 


Municipal  Building,  South  End. 

commvmication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the 
Cathedral  Young  Men's  Catholic  Association  relative  to,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  c  353 


Municipal  Building,  Ward   12.     {See  Ward  12. 


Municipal  Building,  Ward  17. 

Building.) 


{See  Ward  17,  Municipal 


$100,000,  report,  recommending  reference  to  committee  on  finance  c 
112;  order  that  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested 
to  furnish  specifications  and  estimate  before  next  meeting,  withdrawn 
c393 


Municipal  Building,  Ward  23. 

Building.) 


(.See  Ward  23,  Municipal 


Municipal  Building,  West  Roxbury. 

petition  from  Rev.  John  F.  Cummins  and  other  citizens  of  West  Rox- 
bury favoring  an  appropriation,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c376 


Municipal  Buildings,  Brighton  and  Hyde  Park. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  $5,000 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  plans  and  estimates,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  372 


Municipal  Election.     (.See  Election  Department.) 

Municipal    Improvements,    Appropriations    for.      {See 
Appropriations  for  Municipal  Improvements.) 

Municipal  Register,  Printing  of.     (.See  Statistics  Depart- 
ment.) 


MUNN 


(42) 


NORTH 


Miinn,  Margaret. 

petition  for  damage  to  clotluiig  c  301 
Miinroe,  Mrs.  M. 

petition,  lionriiig  on  licr  claim  for  injuries  received  on  Green  st.  o  9G 

Murphy,  Charles  E. 

petition,  compensation  lor  damages  to  property  c  285 


Murphy,  Charles  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  on  account  of  action  taken  by  city  at 
26-28  Pleasant  st.  c  304 


Murphy,  James  R. 

notice  of  appointment  as  corporation  counsel,  temporarily  o  41 ;  appointed 
member  of  board  of  appeal  c  195-referred  to  executive  committee 
c  20G;  notice  of  appointment  as  member  of  board  of  appeal  o  216- 
notice  of  approval  from  civil  service  commissioners  c  216;  report, 
no  action  necessary  c  218 


Murray,  John  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Albany  st.,  by  defective  sev^er  c  28 

Murray,  Patrick  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  stoppage  of  sewer  c  273 

Murray,  Thomas. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries,  Texas  st.  c  176 

Music  Department. 

commissioners:  William  C.  Brooks,  chairman;  Alfred  De  Voto, 
Mary  E.  Mclsaac,  Daniel  P.  Shedd;  John  A.  O'Shea,  appointed  c  87- 
approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  111 

consolidation  of  departments:  see  Consolidation  of  Departments 

secretary:  Walter  L.  Finigan.     Office,  43  Tremont  st. 


Mystic  Playground. 

sea  wall  and  fence:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  the  park  commissioners  asking  for  an  appropriation 
of  $5,000  for  sea  wall  and  fence  c  150,  151;  order  for  appropriation, 
referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  151-report,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  161-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  164 


Mystic  River. 

sea  wall:  see  Port  of  Boston 


Naples  Road.     {See  Evans  and  Naples  Roads.) 
Nason,  Ophelia  C. 

petition,  compen.sation  for  personal  injuries  c  304 

National    Conference    on    City    Planning.       {See    City 
Planning  Conference.) 

Neponset  Avenue. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  306;    order  for  construction, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  368 


New   Apparatus  for  Street   Oiling. 

Department.) 


{See  Public  Works 


New  Back  Bay  Street.     {See  Street  Laying-Out  Depart- 
ment.) 


New  Circuit  Test  Board,  Fire  Department. 

cost  0  50 


New  England  Towel  Supply  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse,  Sears  st.  c  196 


New  Lighting  Apparatus. 
Works  Department.) 


{See  Street  Lighting  and  Public 


New  Police  Stations.     {See  Police  Department.) 
New  Sources  of  Revenue. 

topic  in  mayor's  address  c  2 

New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad. 

bridge,  Southampton  st.:  see  Southampton  Street  Bridge 

footbridge,  Greenwich  park.:  see  Greenwich  Park 

railroad  police:    notice  of  appointment  of  Harry  L.  Hill  c  96; 
of  appointment  o  190 

Nickerson,  Charles  N. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  c  309 


Noll,  Charles. 

petition  for  retirement  under  chapter  459,  Acts  of  1910,  relating  to 
county  employees  c  70-report,  with  preambles  and  orders,  accepted, 
passed  c  118 


Norfolk  Street,  Dorchester. 

completion:  order  that  $115,000  additional  be  appropriated  by  loan 
for  completion  of  street,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  31 

widening:  order  that  street  commissioners  submit  estimate  of  cost, 
passed  o  60;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communica- 
tion from  the  street  commissioners  giving  cost,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  69 


North  Brighton. 

bathing  establishment:   see  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners 

North  End  Park. 

development:  order  that  park  commissioners  submit  plans  for  running 
tracks,  handball  court  and  better  arrangements  for  baseball  diamond, 
passed  o  45 


North  End  Playground. 

James  J.  Rogers  et  al.,  petition  for  appointment  of  committee  to  accom- 
pany petitioners  over  the  North  End  to  decide  as  to  needs  of  district; 
order  requesting  committee  on  finance  to  attend,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  finance  c  161 


NORTH 


(43) 


ORDINANCES 


North  Harvard  Street  and  Western  Avenue, 
resurfacing:  order  to  resurface,  passed  c  299 

North  and  South  Stations, 
tunnel :  see  Tunnel,  North  and  South  Stations 


Norton,  John  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property  by  overflow  of  sewer 
0  297 


Oak  Square,  Brighton. 

fire  station :  see  Fire  Department 

O'Brien,  Daniel  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  overflow  of  sewer 
c215 


O'Brien,  Edward  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  breaking  water  pipe,  Sawyer  at. 
c57 


O'Brien,  Jeremiah. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property,  Diclcens  St.,  by  over- 
flow of  sewer  c  196 


O'Brien,  William. 

appointed  sanitary  inspector  c  273 

Ocean  Street,  Ward  24. 

sidewalk  assessment:    schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to   assess   and 
collect,  accepted,  passed  c  116 


O'Connell,  John  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  wages  on  account  of  injuries  received 
c304 


O'Hara,  John  M. 

appointed  dairy  inspector  c  305 

O'Hare,  Stephen. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  345,  353-refused  c  389 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company. 

land,  Taylor  St.:  order  for  hearing  on  petition  of  Holbrook,  Cabot  & 
Co.  for  estimate  of  damages  ell  1-hearing  c  1 13-report,  with  preambles 
and  resolve,  accepted,  passed  c  148 

Old  South  Association. 

managers:  order  to  proceed  to  election,  passed,  Councilmen  John 
J.  Attridge  and  Walter  L.  Collins  elected  c  23 

O'Leary,  Daniel  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  285,  297 


O'Neil,  Michael  J. 

order  to  pay  sister  $500  on  account  of  death  from  injuries  received 
while  an  employee  of  ferry  division,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  59-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  65 


Orchard  Park. 

locker  building  shower  baths:  order  that  the  mayor  recommend 
the  transfer  of  $20,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  discussed  c  88,  89- 
passed  c  89;  order  that  $250  be  appropriated  from  Parkman  Fund 
for  the  drawing  of  plans  and  receiving  of  bids  for  a  building  and  for 
a  playground,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  89-report,  that  order 
ought  to  pass,  accepted,  passed  e  90;  order  that  $15,000  be  appro- 
priated from  the  Parkman  Fund  for  erection  of  a  locker  building,  etc., 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  90;  commimication  from  the  mayor 
vetoing  order,  referred  to  executive  committee  o  94,  96-report, 
accepted,  placed  on  file  c  112;  report,  recommending  reference  to 
committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  accepted  e  267;  order  that  the  mayor 
provide  an  appropriation  of  .$25,000  from  the  Parkman  Fund,  dis- 
cussed, referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  348 


Order  of  Business  of  City  Council. 

c  22 

Ordinances,  Revised. 

committee:  appointed  o  25 

appointment  of  firemen:  see  Fire  Department 

appointment  of  ganger  of  liquid  measures:   see  Liquid  Measures 

board  of  examiners  of  buildings:  see  Building  Department 

Boston  planning  commission:  see  Boston  Planning  Commission 

building  inspectors:  see  Building  Department 

building  limits,  Hyde  Park:  see  Hyde  Park 

city  planning  commission:   see  City  Planning  Commission 

color  of  fire  department  autos:  see  Fire  Department 

consolidation  of  departments:  see  Consolidation  of  Departments; 
Otto  C.  Scales,  petition  for  hearing  on  c  196;  communication  from  the 
mayor  relative  to,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  251,  252 

covering  of  garbage  cans:  see  Public  Works  Department 

fees  for  permits  for  coal  holes:  ordinances  establishing  (referred  last 
year),  taken  up,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  24-report, 
accepted,  ordinance  passed  c  155;  report  on  ordinance  referred  1910 
and  May  12,  1912,  with  ordinance  in  new  draft  c  164,  165-accepted, 
passed  c  165;  communication  from  the  mayor  vetoing  ordinance, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  183;  report  on  ordinance 
establishing  (referred  1910),  placed  on  file  c  387;  report  on  ordinance 
(referred  1911),  placed  on  file  c  387 

fireproof  roofs  on  new  buildings  and  five-foot  setback:  resolution 
favoring  legislation  (referred  last  year),  referred  to  committee  on 
ordinances  c  24 

hat  pins:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication 
from  Mrs.  Stephen  Buhru  of  Cleveland,  transmitting  ordinance, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  28.5-report,  accepted,  ordinance 
rejected  c  336 

height  and  weight  of  members  of  fire  department:  see  Fire  De- 
partment 

metropolitan  plan  commission:  see  Metropolitan  Plan  Commission 

overtime  and  traveling  expenses:  communication  from  the  finance 
commission  relative  to,  recommending  ordinance,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  18-report,  accepted,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  330 

park  and  recreation  department:  (referred  last  year)  see  Park  and 
Recreation  Department 

payment  for  overtime:  ordinance  to  amend  section  20  of  chapter  3, 
Revised  Ordinances,  relative  to  payment  for  overtime  of  city  employees 
c  30,  31-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  31 

permits  for  coal  holes:  report  on  ordinance  relative  to  (referred  1911), 
placed  on  file  c  387 

regulation  of  hat  pins:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  Louise  Aichel  relative  to,  referred  to  committee 
on  ordinances  c  278 

revised  building  limits:   see  Building  Department 

route  of  parades:  order  that  advertising  expenses  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  incidental  expenses,  passed  c  216 

salary  of  chairman  of  board  of  health:   see  Health  Department 

salary  of  superintendent  of  printing:   see  Printing  Department 

teaming  nuisance  on  streets  near  hospital:  communication  from 
superintendent  of  Massachusetts  Homeopathic  Hospital  relative  to 
heavy  teaming  on  streets  near  hospital,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  390 
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Ordinances,  Revised,  continiu'd. 

towels:   oriliimnco   relative   to  use  of   (rcfeiicd  last  year),  taken  up, 
referroii  to  committee  on  ordinances  o  24 

trespassing  on  public  grounds:  see  Public  Grounds  Department 

use  of  common  towels,  etc.:  report,  no  further  action  necessary  c  155 


Organization  of  Schoolhouse  Commission.     {See  School 
Dcpiirtmoiit.) 

Orient  Heights. 

bathing  place:    transfer  of  appropriation:   see  Bath  Department 
tire  apparatus:  see  Fire  Department 

Orient  Heights  Playground. 

appropriation  for:  see  Park  Department 

flooding:  order  to  flood  for  skating  purposes,  passed  c  347 

O'Shea,  John  A. 

appointed  music  trustee  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners 
c  111, 

Otter  Street. 

widening:  order  that  mayor  be  requested  to  originate  an  appropriation, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  129;  order  that  street  commis- 
sioners make  a  taking  of  land  for,  referred  to  the  executive  committee 
c  279;  order  that  the  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  report  on 
expediency  of  taking  land,  passed  c  306-report,  no  further  action 
necessary,  discussed  c  377,  378-accepted  e  378;  communication  from 
the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  street  commissioners 
giving  estimate  of  cost,  placed  on  file  c  352,  353;  appropriation, 
report,  accepted  and  order  rejected  c  378 


Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department. 

overseers  of  the  poor:  William  P.  Fowler,  chairman;  Martha  W. 
Folsom,  Matthew  J.  Mullen,  Thomas  Sproules,  Miles  Martin,  M.  D., 
Simon  E.  Hecht,  Franklin  P.  Daly,  P.  Robert  Greene,  Mrs.  Margaret 
J.  Gookin,  John  Brant,  Thomas  F.  Lally,  William  I.  Calhoun,  ap- 
pointed c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96;  John  H. 
Fitzpatrick,  appointed  c  96;  Joseph  A.  TurnbuU,  appointed  c  117- 
approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  133;  notice  of  appointment 
of  Matthew  J.  Mullen,  placed  on  file  c  346;  notice  of  approval  from 
civil  service  commission,  placed  on  file  c  354 

treasurer:  Richard  C.  Humphreys 

secretary:  Benjamin  Pettee.     Office,  Charity  Building,  43  Hawkins  st. 


Overtime  and  Traveling  Expenses.     {See  Ordinances.) 


Paisley  Park. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  c  88 


Palmer  &  Parker  Company. 

notice  of  hearing  on  petition  to  build  a  bulkhead  on  south  channel. 
Mystic  river  c  15 


Parental  Home. 

stable:  ordered  that  trustees  of  the  children's  institutions  department 
submit  to  the  council  plans  for  new  stable,  passed  c,26S-reeonsidercd 
and  referred  to  executive  committee  c  208;  that  the  finance  commis- 
sion be  requested  to  have  their  experts  report  on  proposed  plan  for 
new  stable,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  passed  c  270-report, 
no  further  action  necessary  c  275;  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  chairman  of  trustees  of  children's  institutions  department  trans- 
mitting order  transferring  .$1,200,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  303;  communication  from  the  finance  commission  transmitting 
plans  for  new  stable,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  340-rcport, 
accepted  and  order  passed  c  349-report,  accepted,  order  passed  ($1,200) 
c  349 


Park  Department. 

commissioners:  Robert  S.  Peabody,  chairman;  Daniel  H.  Coakley, 
James  M.  Prendergast;  Daniel  H.  Coakley,  appointed  c  87-approved 
by  civil  .service  commissioners  c  90;  notice  of  resignation  of  James  M. 
Prendergast  and  appointment  of  D.  Henry  Sullivan,  temporarily  c  26 

secretary :  George  F.  Clarke 

superintendent:  James  B.  Shea.    Office,  Pine  Bank,  Jamaica  Plain 

appropriation  for  specific  purpose:  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  park  commissioners  relative  to  appropriation  for  specific  purposes 
in  connection  with  Zoological  Garden  and  Aquarium,  etc.  c  224,  245- 
order  relative  to,  passed  c  245 

appropriation  for  Zoo:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  super- 
intendent of  park  department  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  $8,000 
from  income  from  Parkman  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Zoo,  referred 
to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  2.'59,  200 

appropriation.  Orient  Heights:  communications  from  the  mayor  and 
parlc  commissioners  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  $5,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  196-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  200 

car  line  in  Franklin  Park:  see  Franklin  Park 

choosing  of  park  sites:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  park 
commissioners  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  237 

completion  of  aquarium,  etc.:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  communications  from  the  corporation  counsel  and  park 
commissioners  c  27,  28;  order  that  $130,000  be  appropriated  from 
income  of  Parkman  Fund,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  28 


see  Randolph  Street 


condition  of   Randolph    street    playground: 

Playground 

consolidation:  see  Consolidation  of  Departments 

Copp's  Hill  playground  shelter:   see  Copp's  Hill  Terraces 

development  of  North  End  park:   see  North  End  Park 

dredging  flats.  Wood  Island  park:  communication  from  the  mayor 
and  park  commission  giving  estimate  of  cost,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  260-report  that  same  be  placed  on  file  c  267 

fencing  Ashmont  street  playground:  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  park  commissioners  rela- 
tive to  fencing  children's  corner  of  playground;  order  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,000,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  195-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  200 

Franklin  park,  wall,  Seaver  st.:  message  of  mayor  and  communica- 
tion from  park  commissioners  relative  to  removal  (referred  from  last 
year),  referred  to  executive  committee  c  24 

grading  of  playgrounds:  communication  from  maj'or  and  park  com- 
missioners requesting  an  appropriation  of  $10,600  for  grading  and 
apparatus  on  playground;  order  for  transfer  of  .$16,600  from  Reserve 
Fund  to  appropriation  for  playground  improvements,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  258,  259 

improvements:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  commissioners 
calling  attention  to  park  improvements  and  requesting  appropriation, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  203-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c293 

improvements.  Commonwealth  park:   see  Commonwealth  Park 

income  of  Parkman  Fund:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  income  on  March  19,  1912,  and  the  estimated 
income  December  31,  1912;  also  new  summary  of  expenditures  now 
under  contract  for  the  zoological  garden  and  aquarium,  and  state- 
ment of  appropriation  desired,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund 
c  56-report,  discussed,  passed  c  104 

lease  of  Parkman  House:  see  Parkman  House 

Marine  Park  and  Castle  Island  improvements:  see  Marine  Park 
and  Castle  Island 

new  Back  Bay  street:   see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

park  and  recreation  division:  see  Consolidation  of  Departments 

park  sites:  ordered  that  the  park  commissioners  be  requested  to  report 
reason  for  delay  in  choosing  sites,  passed  c  231 

Parkinson  estate,  rental :  c  213,  219 

playground:  order  that  the  mayor  answer  questions  (given)  relative 
to  playgrounds  in  different  sections,  referred  to  the  executive  com- 
mittee c  275-report,  discussed  c  275,  276-acccpted,  order  in  new  draft 
passed  c  276 

playground  improvements,  transfer:  communications  from  tlie 
mayor  and  park  commissioners  requesting  transfer  of  certain  appro- 
priation balances  (given)  to  improvements,  Sullivan  sq.,  Cottage  at., 
and  Commonwealth  playgrounds;  order  authorizing  transfer,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  48;  communications  from  the  mayor  and 
park  commissioners,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  S5-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  91 ;  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  park  commissioners  relative  to 
transfer,  referred  to  executive  committee  o  85;   communication  from 
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Park  Department,  continued. 

the  mayor  transmitting  order  to  transfer  $7,250  from  playground 
improvements  to  several  playgrounds  and  improvements  (given), 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  132-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  134 

playground  location,  Dorchester:  appearance  of  the  mayor  at  city 
council  meeting  to  answer  questions  relative  to  c  289-293 

playground,   Mt.  Ida:   see  Playground,  Mt.  Ida  Section 

playground.  Ward  22:  order  that  the  lot  of  land  on  Paul  Gore  st. 
surrendered  to  the  school  committee  be  placed  in  the  care  of  park 
commissioners,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  307 

play  leaders  or  superintendents:  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  park  commissioners  relative  to  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  to 
expend  for  superintendents  who  should  control  play  on  different  play- 
grounds, referred  to  executive  committee  c  55-report,  referred  to 
committee  on  appropriations  c  64 

Prince  street  playground:  $5,000  c  213,  219 

protection  of  foot  travellers,  Charles  River:  order  to  provide  suit- 
able safeguards  near  the  Cambridgeport  bridge,  passed  c  350;  com- 
munication from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the 
metropolitan  park  commissioners  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  361 

public  landing,  Malloch's  wharf:  order  that  said  wharf  be  transferred 
to  custody  of  park  department,  for  a  public  landing,  passed  c  246 

recreation  pier,  etc..  Ward  2:  see  Ward  2 

renovating  soil,  Franklin  Park:  order  that  the  park  commissioners 
be  requested  to  investigate  methods  of  renovating  the  soil  that  is 
planned  for  the  greens  at  the  Belmont  Springs  Country  Club,  passed 
c  377 

repairs  on  piers.  Castle  Island:   see  Castle  Island 

Savin  Hill  Beach:  see  Savin  Hill  Beach 

Savin  Hill  playground:  see  Savin  Hill  Playground 

stadium,  plans,  estimates:  communications  from  the  mayor  and 
park  commissioners  transmitting  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $2,000 
from  income  of  Parkman  Fund  for  plans  and  estimates  for  school 
stadium,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  213:  sec,  also, 
School  Stadium 


Park  and  Recreation  Department. 

ordinance  establishing:     (referred   last   year)  taken   up,    referred  to 
committee  on  ordinances  c  24;  also  see  Consolidation  of  Departments 


Park  Street,  Charlestown. 

title  of  estate:  see  Public  Lands 

Park  Street,  Ward  20. 

sidewalks:  order  for  construction,  passed  o  118 
Parker  Hill. 

bathing  facilities:  order  that  mayor  be  requested  to  initiate  an  appro- 
priation of  $2,000  for  the  erection  of  the  shelter  and  bathing  facilitits, 
passed  c  231 

bathing  pool:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  initiate  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,500  to  alter  reservoir  for  bathing  purposes,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  377-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  378 

Parkman  Fund. 

committee:  appointed  c  25 

appropriation:  order  that  the  corporation  counsel  be  requested  to 
give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  city  council  can  initiate  an 
appropriation  from  fund,  assigned  c  40-taken  up,  order  rejected  c  60 


appropriation  for  completion  of  aquarium   and   zoo 

Department 


furnishing  of  bandstand  on  Common: 

ment 


see    Park 
see  Public  Grounds  Dcpart- 


income:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  a  statement 
of  income  on  March  19,  1912,  and  the  estimated  income  December  31, 
1912;  also  new  summary  of  expenditures  now  under  contract  for  the 
zoological  garden  and  aquarium  and  statement  of  appropriation 
desired,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  56 


Parkman  Fund,  continued. 

income  of  fund,  appropriation  of:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  opinion  of  corporation  counsel  relative  to  c  94,  96- 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  96-report,  discussed,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  104,  130 

locker,  Orchard  park:  see  Orchard  Park 

renovation  of  soil,  Boston  Common:  see  Public  Grounds  Depart- 
ment 

subsoil  irrigation:  see  Public  Grounds  Department 

transfer  to  locker  building.  Orchard  park:   see  Orchard  Park 

zoological  garden:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  the  park  commissioners  relative  to,  with  order 
appropriating  balance  of  income  of  Parkman  Fund  to  appropriation 
for  zoological  garden  and  aquarium,  referred  to  committee  on  Park- 
man  Fund  c  334-report,  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted,  passed 
c  347 


Parkman  House. 

lease:  order  that  the  park  commissioners  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
terms  of  the  lease,  passed  c  279;  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  the  park  commissioners  relative  to 
lease  of  house,  placed  on  file  c  295 

repairs:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  park  commissioners 
transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  $6,000  from  Reserve  Fund  for 
necessary  repairs  and  furniture,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  309 


Parmelee,  Clayton  Harry. 

appointed  constable  c  131 

Parsons  Street  Bridge. 

alterations:  copy  of     order  from  Board   of   Railroad   Commissioners 
concerning  alteration  and  rebuilding  of  bridge  o  177 


Patriots'  Day. 
roping  off  Franklin  field: 


order  to  rope  off,  passed  c  102 


Paving  Blocks,  Sale  of.     {See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Payment  for  Overtime  of  City  Employees.     {See  Ordi- 
nances.) 


Payment  to  Widows  of  Deceased  City  Employees.     {See 
Legislative  Matters.) 


Peabody,  F.  E. 

notice  of  use  of  location  on  Newbury  st.  for  storage  of  explosives  c  252 


Penal  Institutions  Department. 

commissioner:  Fred  S.  Gore 

assistant  commissioner:  Dennis  D.  DriscoU 

secretary:  Hubert  Pope.    Office,  32  Tremont  st. 

building,  Deer  Island,  for  drug  users:  order  for  loan  of  $100,000 
for  erection  of  building,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  145- 
report  relative  to  cost,  accepted,  referred  to  finance  commission  c  253 

building,  drug  fiends:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  penal 
institutions  commissioner  giving  cost  of  building,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  195;  order  that  the  commissioner  submit  estimates  for 
erection  of  building,  passed  c  202 

new  building.  Deer  Island:  order  that  the  penal  institutions  commis- 
sioner furnish  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  new  building 
capable  of  accommodating  fifty  persons  c  144,  145-passcd  c  145- 
report,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  263 
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Penal  Institutions  Department,  conlinued. 

pension:  commviniciition  from  coininissionor  relative  to  application  of 
Charles  Noll,  referred  to  executive  committee  o  133-report,  with 
prt-amble  and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  134 


Pensions  for   Laborers   in   Water  Service.      {See  Public 
Works  Department.) 

Perkins,  Charles  B. 

appointed  schoolhouse  commissioner  c  87-approved  by  civil  service 
commissioners  c  96;  elected  secretary  at  organization  of  schoolhouse 
commission  c  177 

Permits,  Fees  for.     {Sec  Ordinances.) 


Personal  Injuries.     (<See  Claims.) 


Peters,  Mary. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  overflow  of  catch- 
basin  c  215 


Peterson,   Albert   R.,    Late  Police   Officer. 

reward  for  assassin  of,  see  Police  Department;  order  to  allow  Alice  M. 
Peterson,  widow,  an  annuity  of  $300,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  298-report,  accepted  and  order  passed  c  299 


Petroleum. 

James  H.  Cleaves  et  al.,  appointed  inspectors  c  110,  111 


Phipps,  Charles  E. 

appointed  cemetery  trustee  c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners 
c  96 


Pietchel,  Carl,  et  al. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of  sewer  e  309 

Plans,    etc..    City    Hospital    Mortuary.      {See    Hospital 
Department.) 

Playground,  Ashmont. 

fencing:  see  Park  Department 

Playground,    Fort    Avenue.       {See    Fort    Avenue    Play 
ground.) 

Playground  Improvements.     {See  Park  Department.) 
Playground,  Mt.  Ida  Section. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  two  orders,  one  for  loan 
of  S50,000,  the  other  for  transfer  of  $50,000  from  appropriation  for 
playground.  Ward  20,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  55-report. 
accepted,  discussed  c  127,  128-given  first  reading  and  passage  c  128- 
assigned  c  142-taken  up,  discussed  c  140,  144-given  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  c  144 


Playground,  North  End.     {See  North  End.) 

Playground,  Orient  Heights. 

appropriation  for  Orient  Heigiits:  see  Park  Department 


Playground,    Randolph    Street.      {See   Randolph   Street 
Playground.) 


Playground,  Savin  Hill.     {See  Savin  Hill  Playground.) 
Playground  Superintendents. 

appropriation  of  $15,000  c  213,  218 

Playground,  Ward  1. 

order  that  the  committee  on  finance  be  requested  to  provide  the  sum 
of  $50,000  for  a  playground,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  200-report,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  263 

Playground,  Ward  2. 

communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to  condition  of  playground, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  120-report,  accepted,  communica- 
tion placed  on  file  c  135 

Playground,  Ward  16. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the 
park  commissioners  recommending  passage  of  order  appropriating 
$8,500  c  186,  187;  order  appropriating  $8,500,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  187-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  218 

Playground,  Ward  20. 
transfer  of  appropriation:  see  Playground,  Mt.  Ida  Section 

Playgrounds. 

questions  to  the  mayor  regarding:  see  Park  Department 


Play  Leaders  or  Superintendents  on  Playgrounds.     {See 

Park  Department.) 

Pleasant  Street. 

widening:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  answer  questions 
relative  to  changes  in  assessment,  discussed,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  349;  report  from  finance  commission,  placed  on  file 
c  354,  355 


Pole,  Removal  of. 

report  on  order  (referred  last  year)  for  amendment  to  ordinance  relative 
to,  that  no  further  action  is  necessary,  accepted  c  146 


Police  Department. 

police  commissioner:  Stephen  O'Meara 

secretary:  Leo  A.  Rogers 

superintendent:  William  H.  Pierce.    Ofiice,  37  Pemberton  sq. 

annuity  to  Mrs.  Peterson:  see  Peterson,  Albert  R. 

closing  streets:  order  to  close  April  6  in  vicinity  of  Union  Park  St., 
passed  c  63;  order  to  close  Chestnut  ave.  and  Centre  st.  c  88;  order 
to  close  certain  streets  during  Marathon  race,  April  19,  assigned  c  88- 
taken  up,  passed  c  97;  order  to  close  to  travel  during  parade  of  Sons 
of  American  Revolution,  May  21,  passed  o  129 
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Police  Department,  continued. 

increase:  oommunication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  an 
appropriation  of  $103,000,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
0  115,  ll()-report,  discussed  c  147,  148-accepted,  order  passed  c  148 

leave  of  absence  to  veterans,  Memorial  Day:  see  Memorial  Day 

new  police  stations:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order 
for  transfer  of  $10,000  from  Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  for  new 
police  station  for  divisions  2,  6  and  15,  plans  and  estimates,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  228,  229-report,  accepted  and  order  passed 
c  232 

police  duty  beyond  city  limits:  order  that  the  police  commissioner 
be  requested  to  inform  city  council  as  to  whether  or  not  any  of  the 
members  have  been  doing  duty  beyond  city  limits  during  strike,  and 
if  so  by  what  authority,  passed  c  200;  communications  from  the 
mayor  and  police  commissioner  relative  to,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  205-report,  placed  on  file  c  208 

railroad  police:   appointed  c  96,  133 

reward  offered  for  assassin  of  Albert  R.  Peterson:  order  that  the 
mayor  recommend  the  appropriation  of  $500,  referred  to  the  exe(!utive 
committee  c  29S-rcport,  accepted,  order  passed  o  298,  299;  communi- 
cation from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  $500  from 
Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  302-report,  accepted 
and  order  passed  c  306 

station.  South  Boston:   order  for  loan  of  $80,000  to  be  expended  for 

a  sixth  division  police  station,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  129; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $100  000 
for  new  police  station,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  372,373; 
communication  from  the  mayor  withdrawing  recommendation, 
placed  on  file  c  394 


Poll  Tax,  Abolition.     (See  Legislative  Matters.) 


Pontiac  and  Evelyn  Streets. 

laying  out  and  accepting:    order  that  street  commissioners  lay  out 
and  accept  as  a  public  way,  passed  c  201 


Port  of  Boston. 

liicLLB  Isle  Inlet:  notice  of  petition  of  town  of  Revere  to  reopen  c  335 
Boston  Electric  Illuminating  Company:  notice  of  hearing  c  71 
Chelsea  Bridge,  Mystic  River:  City  of  Boston  c  28 
Chelsea  Creek:    notice  of   hearing   on  petition  of  Edison   Electric 
Illuminating  Company  to  lay  conduits  c  41;    notice  of  hearing  on 
petition  of  Standard  Oil  Company  to  build  sea  wall  c  335 
Fort  Point  Channel:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  American  Sugar 

Refining  Company  to  rebuild  wharf,  placed  on  file  c  310 
L  ST.:   notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  City  of  Boston  to  build  bulkhead 

c  190 
Mystic  River:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  Palmer  &  Parker 
Company  for  license  to  build  bulkhead  c  15;  notice  of  hearing  on 
petition  of  park  commissioners  to  build  sea  wall  c  57;  notice  of 
hearing  on  petition  of  Lawrence  &  Wiggin  to  build  pier  c  21G 
Reserve  Channel:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  to  build  structures  and  to  dredge  Boston  Harbor 
c  126 

Spectacle    Island:    Boston    Development    and    Sanitary    Company, 
hearing  o  71 

Tide  Water:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  public  works  department 
for  leave  to  dump  snow  and  ice,  placed  on  file  c  310 


Potts,  John  E. 

appointed    Consumptives'    Hospita 
service  commissioners  c  96 


trustee    o    87-approved    by    civil 


Precinct  Maps.     {See  Election  Department.) 
Precincts,  Redivision  of.     (See  Election  Department.) 
Prendergast,  James  M. 

notice  of  resignation  as  park  commissioner  c  26 


President  of  City  Council. 

rules  relating  to  c  21;   John  J.  Attridge,  elected  c  4 

President  of  the  United  States. 

order  that  in  honor  of  visit  City  Hall    and  public  buildings  be  closed 
during  the  afternoon,  passed  c  42 

Priest,  John  T.,  City  Clerk. 

resolutions  on  death  c  78,  79 

Priest,  Lucian  J. 

notice  of  appointment  as  first  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file  c  335 


Printing  Department. 

superintendent:  William  J.  Casey.  Office,  251  Causeway  St.; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  ordinance  for  increase 
of  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  96-report,  accepted, 
discussed  c  146,  147-passed  c  147 

committee:  appointed  c  25 

document  149:  order  for  printing  of  500  copies,  discussed  c  357,  358- 
referred  to  printing  committee  c  358 


Prior,   Michael. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  385 

Prisons. 

committee:    ajipointed    c    25;     report    c    394,    39.5-accepted,    ordered 
printed  c  395 


Probate  Court.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 


Probation  Officers.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

superintendent:  Manus  J.  Fish.    Office,  100  Summer  st.,  fourth  floor 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for 
a  transfer  of  appropriation  of  $1,000  from  the  Parkman  Fund  to 
irrigation  system,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  189 

bath  house,  Charlestown:  see  Bath  Department 

target  practice  for  troops:  communications  from  the  mayor  and 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  relative  to,  with  order  authorizing 
furnishing  of  necessary  facilities  and  amounts  of  same,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  123-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  130 

vacating  of  cavalry  quarters:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
and  order  for  transfer  of  $1,775  from  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  186-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  194 


Public    Celebrations. 

celebrations.) 


{See    the    names    of    the    different 


Public  Celebrations,  Money  for.     {See  Mayor,  The.) 


Public  Garden,  Statue  Grouping. 

Department.) 


{See  Public  Grounds 


Public  Grounds  Department. 

superintendent:    D.  Henry  Sullivan.     Office,  150  East  Cottage  St., 
Dorchester 


PUBLIC 


(48) 


PUBLIC 


Public  Grounds  Department,  conlinued. 

appropriation  for  moths,  suppression  of:  roport  on  message  of 
mayor  (reloiroil  1011)  for  an  appropriution,  tliat  no  further  action  is 
uoocssary  c  59 

ball  on  parade  ground:  order  to  permit  ball  anil  other  ganica  on 
parade  ground  e  112,  H3-passed  c  113 

bandstand  on  Common:  eomnnmications  from  the  mayor  transmit- 
ting order  for  transfer  of  SI, 100  from  the  I'arkman  Fund  for  furnishings 
of  stand,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  P'und  c  93-report  and 
order,  accepted,  passed  c  130;  communications  from  the  mayor  and 
superintendent  of  public  grounds  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of 
S700  from  income  of  Parkman  Fund  for  bandstand  furnishings, 
referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  137,  138 

cleanin}!;  of  soldiers'  monument:    communication  from  the  mayor 
and  superintendent  of  public  grounds  relative  to  cleaning  monument, 
placed  on  file  c  235 
consolidation  of  departments:  see  Consolidation  of  Departments 
Fort  avenue  playground:  sec  Fort  Avenue  Playground 

improvement   of   conditions   for   foot   travel,    trespassing,   etc.: 

communications  from  the  mayor  and  corporation  counsel  submitting 
draft  of  ordinance  to  facilitate  and  improve  condition  for  foot  travel 
in  the  streets  c  303,  304-referred  to  executive  committee  c  304 

land,  Everett  St.,  Brighton:  report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  Ill- 
taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  120 

ordinance  relative  to  trespassing:  report,  with  ordinance  in  new 
draft,  accepted  and  passed  c  3G8 

plans  for  remodeling  Copley  sq.:   see  Copley  Square 

playground,  River  st.,  Mattapan:  order  that  the  superintendent 
of  public  grounds  be  authorized  to  hire  the  Woodman  Jones  estate 
at  an  expense  of  $300,  passed  c  158 

seats  near  bandstand:  order  that  the  superintendent  of  public 
grounds  be  requested  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  providing  a 
sufficient  number  of  seats,  passed  c  200;  commuiiications  from  the 
mayor  and  superintendent  of  public  grounds  relative  to,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  204-report,  accepted,  placed  on  file  c  208 

shade  trees,  Roxbury:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  recom- 
mend the  transfer  of  $3,000  to  be  used  for  the  planting  of  shade  trees 
on  Warren  and  other  streets,  Roxbury,  passed  c  88;  communication 
from  the  mayor  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  137 

soil  renovation,  Boston  Common:  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  superintendent  of  public  grounds  relative  to  appropriation; 
order  for  appropriation  of  $25,000  from  income  of  Parkman  Fund, 
referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  48;  order  that  from  the 
income  available  from  the  Parkman  Fund  $6f),000  be  appropriated 
for  the  completion  of  the  renovation  of  the  soil,  discussed  c  91,  92- 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  92;  communication 
from  the  mayor  recommending  passage  of  order  for  appropriation 
of  $25,000;  communication  from  the  superintendent  of  public  grounds, 
referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  93-report,  discussed  c  1 04, 
105,  106-passed  c  106;  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  originate 
an  appropriation  for  completion  of  soil  renovation,  passed  c  129 

statue  grouping.  Public  Garden:  comraunieationa  from  the  mayor 
and  superintendent  of  public  grounds,  accompanied  by  plan  for 
development  of  Charles  st.  mall  by  means  of  formal  grouping  of 
statues,  and  giving  estimate  of  cost,  referred  to  executive  conmiittee 
c  53-report,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  64 

street  trees:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for 
an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for,  referred  to  committee  on  appro- 
priations c  72-report,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  161;  com- 
munication from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  the  transfer  of 
$10,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  street  trees, 
order  passed  c  262,  263-report,  no  further  action  necessary, 
accepted  c  257 

Everett  st.,  East  Boston:  order  to  remove  tree  in  front  of  No.  91, 
passed  c  63 


Public  Landings.     {See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Public  Lands. 

committee:  appointed  c  25 

abandonment  of  easements,  Stony  brook:  see  Stony  Brook 

Austin  and  other  streets,  Milton,  release:  report  on  petitions  of  ,1.  D. 
L.  Bartiett  et  ah  (referred  December  18,  1911)  for  release,  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  authorizing  same,  accepted,  order  given  first 
reading  and  passed  c  30-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage 
c42 

closing  of  coal  hole,  Lenox  st.:  see  Lenox  Street 

East  Ninth  st.:  see  Bath  Department 


Public  Lands,  continued. 

First  Parish  Church:  report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  145- 
taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  160 

land,  Canterbury  St.:  see  Cronin,  Charles,  or  Claims 

land.  Church  St.:  report  on  message,  communications  and  order 
(referred  January  20),  accepted,  read  once,  passed  c  63-taken  up, 
given  final  reading  and  passage  c  89 

land,  Highland  Park:  see  Highland  Park 

naming  of  certain  squares  in  Roxbury:  see  Roxbury  Historical 
Society 

playground,  Paul  Gore  St.:  see  Paik  Department 

restrictions:  Mina  K.  Wood  et  al.,  petition  for  removal  of  restrictions 
of  four  lots  on  Dix  pi.  c  252 

restrictions  on  land,  South  st.:  report  on  communication  from 
Joseph  J.  Lannon  el  al.  against  removal  of  restrictions,  accepted, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  198;  report  on  message  and  com- 
munication from  the  mayor  (referred  last  year)  relative  to,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  198-rcport,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  378 

sale  of  land,  Washington  and  Diinock  sts.:  see  Public  Works  De- 
partment 

title  of  estate,  Park  St.,  Charlestown:  estate  of  George  H.  Ingalls, 
petition  tor  city  to  execute  deed  of  estate  to  remove  cloud  c  96- 
report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  177,  178-taken  up,  passed 
c  191 

Tremont  and  Qurney  sts.:   report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  98 


Public  Market.     {See  Faneuil  Hall  Market.) 


Public  Markets. 

order  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Finance  Commission  report 
upon  advisability  of  establishing  market  at  public  expense,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  169-order  that  the  superintendent  of  mar- 
kets report  cost  of  establishing  additional  markets  suitable  to  such 
districts  as  South  Boston,  East  Boston  and  Castle  sq.,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  169-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  393 


Public  Works  Department. 

commissioner:  Louis  K.  Eourke.  Office,  City  Hall,  Room  66,  fifth 
floor 

abandonment  of  easement.  Stony  brook:   see  Stony  Brook 

alteration  of  Southampton  street  bridge:  see  Southampton  Street 
Bridge 

appropriation  for  incidental  bill:    order  that  the  sum  of  $1,000  be 

allowed  Walter  E.  Swan,  clerk,  to  be  used  in  payment  of  freight  and 
incidental  bills,  passed  c  3,  4 

appropriation  for  drainage:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting order  for  loan  of  $400,000  for  construction  of  sewerage  works 
within  watershed  of  Charles  River  Basin,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  28 

appropriation  for  sewerage  works:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $300,000  to  be  expended  for  construc- 
tion of  sewerage  works,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  28-report, 
accepted,  order  rejected  c  191;  order  for  loan  of  $100,000,  discussed 
c  191,  192-given  first  reading  and  passage  c  192-taken  up,  given 
final  reading  and  passage  c  197;  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $150,000  to  be  expended  for  construc- 
tion work,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  72-report,  with  order 
in  new  draft,  discussed  c  75,  76-given  first  reading  and  passage  c  76- 
given  final  reading  and  passage  c  97;  report,  accepted,  order  rejected 
c  111;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  commissioner  of  public 
works  transmitting  order  for  an  appropriation  by  loan  of  $200,000 
c  123,  125-referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  125-report,  accepted, 
order  rejected  c  191;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
order  for  loan  of  $300,000  for  construction  of  sewerage  works,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance  c  131-report,  no  further  action  necessary, 
accepted  c  263;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
nmnication  from  the  public  works  commissioner  and  chairman  of 
board  of  health,  etc.  c  138,  139-referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  139-report,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  263;  commtmica- 
tion  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communications  from  Charles  P. 
Marks  and  engineers  of  public  works  department,  placed  on  file  c  184; 
communication  from  the  maj'or  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $100,000 
for  construction  of  sewerage  works  c  245,  246-rcferred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  246;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  w'orks  showing 
the  condition  of  the  sewerage  works  loans  and  estimating  amount 
that  should  be  spent  for  construction  c  229,  230-referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance  c  230;  ($100,000)  report,  order  ought  not  to 
pass,  accepted,  order  rejected   c  263-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
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Public  Works  Department,  continued. 

c  254;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  transferring 
from  Reserve  Fund  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ($75,000)  to  sewer 
construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  251;  resolution 
requesting  mayor  to  send  message  for  transfer  of  appropriation  from 
Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  sewers,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  63-report,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  263 

Ashland  st.  sidewalk:  see  Ashland  Street 

cleaning  of  Dorchester  streets:  order  that  the  commissioner  of  public 
works  be  requested  to  clean  Ashmont  and  other  streets,  passed  c  280 

communications  to  city  council:  cost  of  Washington  st.,  Brighton, 
paving  0  152 

Cornell  st.:  sf-e  Cornell  Street 

cost  of  proposed  sewerage  work:  order  that  the  commissioner  of 
public  works  furnish  the  city  council  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  proposed  sewerage  work  for  which  plans  have  been  made  and  no 
money  furnished,  passed  c  254;  communication  from  commissioner 
of  public  works  giving  estimate  of  cost,  placed  on  file  c  259,  261,  262 

Dorchester  intercepting  sewer:  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  acting  commissioner  of  public  works  with  order  for  loan  of  $20,000, 
referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  210;  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  loan  order  for  $20,000  for  sewer  purpose,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  251-report,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  253; 
($25,000)  report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  254;  communication  from 
the  mayor  vetoing  order,  placed  on  file  c  256 


Benjamin   F.   Sullivan, 


emergency  ferryboat,  East  Boston  Ferry: 

petition  for  an  appropriation  c  230 

explosives:  notice  of  use  of  location,  Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  for  storage 
of  explosives  c  287 

extension  of  bridge  division  yard,  Dorchester  ave.:  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $5,000,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance  c  345-report,  accepted  and  order  rejected  c  370 

filtering  sewerage:  order  that  commissioner  of  public  works  suggest 
a  rough  plan  and  approximate  cost  of  filtering  sewerage,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  207 

free  ferries,  Fourth  of  July:  order  that  auditor  allow  for  payment 
$1  in  lieu  of  tolls,  July  Fourth,  passed  c  202 

garbage,  covering  of:  report  on  ordinance  (referred  last  year)  relative 
to  covering  of  cans  for  removal  of  garbage,  discussed  c  155-157- 
ordinance  rejected  c  157;  report  from  committee  on  ordinances, 
accepted  and  ordinance  rejected  c  336 

garbage  removal:  ordinance  relative  to  removal  of  refuse,  referred 
to  committee  on  ordinance  c  169 

high  pressure  fire  service:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works 
relative  to,  with  order  for  loan  for  $60,000,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  331-report,  accepted,  order  given  its  first  reading  and 
passage  c  370-taken  up  and  order  given  its  final  reading  and  passage 
c394 

ice  water  for  drinking  fountains:  see  Drinking  Fountains. 

incinerator  in  Brighton:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  com- 
missioner of  public  works  relative  to  increased  cost  of  present  method 
of  disposing  of  ashes  and  refuse  c  56,  57;  order  for  loan  of  $23,000 
for  purchase  of  property  and  order  for  loan  of  $75,000  for  an 
incinerator,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  57;  message  of  mayor 
and  communication -from  commissioner  of  public  works  in  relation 
to  appropriation  for,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  24-report, 
accepted,  order  rejected  c  111;  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  commissioner  of  public  works,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  115;  order  for  loan  of  $75,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  253 

incomplete  sidewalks:  order  that  the  commissioner  make  a  report 
on  incomplete  sidewalks  in  different  districts,  passed  c  347 

land   and    building,   sanitary   and   street   cleaning,    Dorchester: 

transfer  of    appropriation:    see  Garbage,  Land  and  Building,  Refuse 
Stations 

money  for  sewerage  works:  o  138;  cost  of  footbridge,  Greenwich 
park,  c  139 

new  apparatus  for  street  oiling:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested 
to  report  relative  to  new  oiling  apparatus,  passed  c  377 

new  lighting  apparatus:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmit- 
ting communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works  regarding 
installation  of  new  lighting  apparatus  c  172-176-referred  to  executive 
committee  c  174-176 

noiseless  pavements:  order  that  the  commissioner  of  public  works  be 
requested  to  attend  to  matter  of  noiseless  pavements  around  Massa- 
chusetts Homeopathic  Hospital,  passed  c  347:  see,  also,  Massachusetts 
Homeopathic  Hospital 

paving  blocks:  order  that  commissioner  of  public  works  be  authorized 
to  advertise  for  sale  50,000  old  paving  blocks,  etc.,  passed  c  193; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  to  sell  old  paving 


Public  Works  Department,  continued. 

blocks,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  185-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  194;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  commissioner  of 
public  works  department  transmitting  order  authorizing  sale,  referred 
to  the  executive  committee  c  285-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  293,  294 

pension  for  laborers,  water  service:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  that  sum  to  provide  pensions  for  employees  be 
charged  to  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  conimittee  c  li4,  115— 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  119 

public  landing,  Malloch's  wharf:  see  Park  Department 

public  landings:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  the  commissioner  of  public  works,  with  order  for 
loan  order  of  $8,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  176-report, 
accepted,  order  rejected  c  193;   $8,000  c  213,  219 

purchase  of  wharf  property,  Condor  st.:  see  Condor  Street,  East 
Boston 

refuse  destructor  site:  communications  from  the  mayor,  street  lay- 
ing-out department  and  attorney  for  Boston  Development  and  Sani- 
tary Company  relative  to  appropriation  tor  site;  order  for  loan  of 
$15,000,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  49-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  64-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  89,  90 

refuse  station:  order  to  transfer  appropriation  for  land  and  buildings, 
sanitary  and  street  cleaning  divisions,  Dorchester,  to  appropriation 
for  "Land  and  Buildings,  Refuse  Stations,"  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  37;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  public  works 
commissioner  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $150,000  for  land  and 
buildings,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  37-report,  accepted, 
order  rejected  c  111;  communication  from  the  mayor  withdrawing 
order  for  loan;  order  for  loan  of  $150,000;  order  that  public  works 
commissioner  exchange  any  land  under  his  control  for  other  land 
that  may  be  more  suitable,  etc.,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  49- 
report,  discussed  c  64,  65-given  first  reading  and  passage  c  65-taken 
up,  given  final  reading,  passed  c  90;  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  authorizing  transfer  of  appropriation  for  land  and 
buildings,  sanitary  and  street  cleaning,  Dorchester,  to  appropriation 
for  land  and  buildings,  refuse  station,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c94 

refuse  station,  Roxbury :  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works  relative  to, 
order  for  transfer  of  $23,000  from  Everett  st.,  Brighton,  property; 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  372;  remonstrance  of  Martin 
Hays  and  Women's  Municipal  League  against  transfer  of  appropria- 
tion c  385 

repair  work  on  bridges:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting order  authorizing  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  main- 
tenance repair  work  on  bridges  (list  of  repairs  necessary  given), 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  121-report,  referred  to  committee 
on  appropriations  c  130-report,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  161- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  o  194 

sale  of  ferryboat:  communication  fiom  the  mayor  with  order  author- 
izing commissioner  of  public  works  to  sell  "Revere,"  referred  to  the 
executive  committee  c  259-report,  with  order  of  new  draft,  accepted 
and  passed  c  278;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works  relative  to, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  278-report,  accepted,  placed  on 
file  c  293;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  commissioner  of 
public  works  and  engineer  of  the  finance  commission  relative  to, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  302-report,  accepted  and  placed  on 
file  c  306 ;  order  authorizing  sale  in  new  draft,  previous  order  rescinded, 
order  passed  c  322 

sale  of  pumps:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  commissioner  of 
public  works  transmitting  order  for  sale  of  Worthington  pump, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  209-accepted  and  passed  c  232 

sewer  construction,  South  End:  order  for  loan  of  $175,000,  to  be 
expended  for  construction  of  sewerage  works,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  71-report,  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passage  o  76— 
taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  97 

vacation  for  pumping  station  employees:  order  that  the  commis- 
sioner of  public  works  be  directed  to  grant  all  employees  two  weeks' 
vacation  without  loss  of  pay,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  244 

Washington  and  Dimock  sts.,  sale  of  property:  order  that  mayor 
recommend  sale,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  393 

communications : 

Recommendation  of  Sewebage  Loan:  c  184 
Resurfacing  Marshfield  bt.  :  c  184 
Wood  Island  Park:  see  Wood  Island  Park 

Ferry  Division. 
discharge  of  toll  collectors:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to 
discharge  collectors  and  install  a  system  by  which  receipts  of  tolls 
can  be  verified,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  392 

payment  to  sister  of  the  late  Michael  O'Neil:  order  to  pay  $500 
on  account  of  death  occasioned  by  injuries  while  in  discharge  of  duty, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  59-rcport,  accepted,  order  passed 
o65 


PUBLIC 


(50) 


REDIVISION 


Public  Works  Department,  continued. 

rates  of  toll:  Bonjainin  F.  Sullivan  f(  af.,  petition  for  reduction  of  c  189 

Paving  Division. 
sidewalks:  schedules  of  costs  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect  on  Hall, 
Gaylord,  Newhall,  Hatchings,  Athelwold,  Weld  Hill,  Standish  and 
Roxbury  sts.,  passed  o  97;  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and 
collect.  Ocean  St.,  accepted,  passed  c  116;  schedule  of  cost,  Millet 
St.  c  133;  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect,  passed 
c  177;  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect,  Flint,  Guilford, 
Park  and  Bushnell  sts.  c  190;  schedule  of  costs  with  orders  to  assess 
and  collect,  passed  c  216;  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and 
collect  on  River  st.,  Rlattapan,  passed  c  305;  schedule  of  cost  and 
order  to  assess  and  collect  on  Westerly  st.  and  others,  passed  c  354; 
schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect  on  Talbot  ave., 
passed  c  375;  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect  on  D 
and  Catherine  sts.,  passed  c  386 

Armandine  ST.,  Ward  24:  see  Armandine  Street,  Ward  24 
Bourne  st.  :  Patrick  Meehan,  petition  c  273 
Brackett  ST.:  Margaret  J.  Feeney  et  ah,  petition  c  215 
BuTTONWOOD  ST.:  see  Buttonwood  Street 
Capen  ST.:  M.  C.  Cone  ei  ah,  petition  c  57 
Carlos  St.:  L.  M.  Cruickshank  et  ah,  petition  c  215 
Centre  st.,  Dorchester:  see  Centre  Street,  Dorchester 
D  ST. :  see  D  Street 
D  and  E  STS.:  see  D  and  E  Streets 
Dennis  st.:  Julia  F.  Fay  ei  ah,  petition  c  243 

Fowler  st..  Ward  20:   T.  Arkins  et  ah,  petition  c  133-granted  c  193 
Fuller  st.,  Dorchester:  Edward  Mealwitz  et  ah,  petition  c  87 
Glenway  ST.:  see  Glenway  Street;    order  for  construction,  passed 

c  193 
Harvard  st.,  Dorchester:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  276 
Harvard  st.,  Ward  24:  see  Harvard  Street 
K  ST.  AND  Columbia  rd.:  see  K  Street  and  Columbia  Road 
Kenneth  st.  :  see  Kenneth  Street 
KiLTON  ST.:  see  Kilton  Street 

Lauriat  AVE.:  S.  J.  Gallagher  et  ah,  petition  c  140-granted  c  149 
McLellan  ST.:  Bertha  D.  Kroog  et  ah,  petition  c  152-granted  c  193 
Milton  ave.:   T.  R.  Berkowitz  et  ah,  petition  o  152;   order  for  con- 
struction, passed  c  193 
Rosedale  ST.:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  275 
South  st..  Ward  23:  see  South  Street,  Ward  23 
Talbot  ave.:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  193 
Thetford  AVE.:  see  Thetford  Avenue 

Walnut  ave.  and  Crawford  st.  :  orders  for  construction,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  140-report,  accepted,  orders  passed  c  149 
Walnut    st.,    Dorchester:    Sanford  Small  et  ah,  petition  c  133- 
granted  c  153 
Washington  St.,  Ward  20:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  193 
Waterlow  ST.:  I.  L.  Jonas  et  ah,  petition  c  273 
Westerly  st.:  Rose  A.  McLaughlin  et  ah,  petition  o  152 
Whitfield  st.  :  see  Whitfield  Street 

Winthrop  ST.,  Ward  17:  see  Winthrop  Street,  Ward  17 
Wren  st.  :  see  Wren  Street 
Zeigler  ST. :  see  Zeigler  Street 

Supply  Department. 

lighting  equipment  bids:  communication  from  the  finance  com- 
mission transmitting  bids  received,  also  recommendation  of  commis- 
sion c  20,  21-placed  on  file  c  21 


Pumping  Station  Employees. 

ment.) 


{See  Public  Works  Depart- 


Quarantine,  Government  Ownership. 

resolution  relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  168 

Quincefield  Street. 

accepting  and  laying  out:  order  that  street  commissioners  accept 
and  lay  out  as  a  public  way,  passed  c  148 

Quincy  Market  Cold  Storage  and  Warehouse  Company. 

petition  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  permit  declared  void  c  263 


Quincy,  Mary  E. 

petition,  compensation  for 
park  0  96 


damages  by  bursting  water  main,  Willow 


Railroad  Commissioners. 

hearings:  c  15,  41,  71,  96,  111,  133,  190,  197,  216;  on  petition  of  East 
Boston  Terminal  Railroad  Company,  placed  on  file  o  298;  notice  of 
c  305;  petition  of  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company  for  permission 
to  act  as  common  carriers,  placed  on  file  c  310,  335;   notice  of  c  335 

Parsons  street  bridge:  see  Parsons  Street  Bridge 

railroad  police:  notice  of  appointment  c  96;  George  M.  Pike,  appointed 
c  160;  notice  of  appointment  c  190 

route  of  Boston  &  Eastern  Electric  Railroad:  c  29 

Rowe's  wharf  station:  approval  of  change  c  206 


Railway  Strike. 

resolution  offered  by  Councilor  Smith  relative  to,  referred  to  executive 
committee  o  178;  resolution  relative  to  arbitration,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  178-report,  with  order  in  new  draft,  discussed  c  178, 
179-substitute  offered,  adopted  c  179;  resolution  relative  to,  offered 
by  Councilor  Ballantyne,  discussed  c  179-181-passed  c  181;  police 
duty  beyond  city  limits:  sec  Police  Department;  communication  from 
the  Local  103,  International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  con- 
demning action  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  in  refusing 
arbitration,  placed  on  file  c  190;  order  that  the  sum  of  $500  be  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  three  men  appointed 
by  the  mayor  to  investigate  and  settle  strike,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  198-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  200;  preambles  and 
resolutions,  discussed,  passed  o  199;  report,  no  further  action  neces- 
sary c  267 


Randolph  Avenue. 

acceptance:  order  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  way,  passed  c  217 


Randolph  Street  Playground. 

order  that  the  park  commissioners  be  requested  to  place  playground  in 
condition,  passed  o  63 


Rantin,  Albert  B. 

petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  personal  injuries  c  263 

Readings. 

rules  c  21 


Reagan,  Annie. 

petition,  compensation  for  death  of  husband  caused  by  injuries  received 
while  in  employ  of  city  c  96 


Real  Estate  Exchange  and  Auction  Board. 

communication  in  favor  of  widening  and  extending  St.  James  ave., 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  75;  communication  from,  relative 
to  widening  St.  James  ave.  o  84 


Reconsideration. 

rules  0  21 

Recreation  Pier,  Ward  2.     {See  Ward  2.) 
Redivision  of  Wards.     {See  Election  Department.) 


REFUSE 


(61) 


ROSEDALE 


Refuse   Destructor  Site.      {See    Public    Works    Depart- 
ment.) 


Refuse  Stations.    {See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Regan,  E.  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property,  Edwin  st.  c  196 

Register,  Municipal.     {See  Statistics  Department.) 


Registry  Department. 

city  registrar:  Edward  W.  McGlenen.  OfEce,  100  Summer  St., 
second  floor 

money  for  returns:  order  to  allow  and  pay  city  registrar  $1,000  for 
payment  of  tees  due  persons  who  make  returns  as  required  by  law, 
passed  c  396 


Registry  of  Deeds,  Vacation  for  Employees.    {See  Coimty 
of  Suffolk.) 

Reilly,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  c  215 

Reinstein,  Marl<  S. 

appointed  constable  c  131 

Renovation    of    Soil,    Boston    Common.      {See    Public 
Grounds  Department.) 

Repair  Work  on  Bridges.    {See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Reserve  Fund. 

appropriation  of  $100,000:  c  213,  218,  219 

transfers  to  appropriations  specified :  c  295,  296,  325-328 

transfers  to: 

Art  Department:  see  Art  Department 

Ashland  st.,  sidewalk:  see  Ashland  Street 

Barn,  Parental  School:  see  Children's  Institutions  Department 

Bath  House,  Charlestown:  see  Bath  Department 

Boston  Ideal  Homes  Exhibit:   see  Boston  Ideal  Homes  Exhibit 

Branch  Library,  Charlestown:  c  69 

Cemetery  Department:  see  Cemetery  Department 

City  Hall  Annex:  see  City  Hall  Annex 

Concrete  Terraces,  etc.,  Copp's  Hill:  see  Copp's  Hill 

Decoration  of  City  Hall:  c  241 

Dorchester  North  Burial  Ground:  c  140,  178 

Dorchester  Sewers:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Dorchester  Tunnel:  see  Dorchester  Tunnel 

Entertainment  op  Postal  Clerks:  see  Distinguished  Visitors 

Fire  Station,  Oak  sq.:  see  Fire  Department 

Health  Exhibit:  see  Health  Department 

Ice  Water:  see  Drinking  Fountains 

Locker  Building,  Orchard  Park:  c  88,  89 

Municipal  Building  Plan,  Ward  12:  see  Ward  12,  municipal  building 

Municipal  Building,  Ward  17:  see  Municipal  Building,  Ward  17 

Municipal  Building,  Ward  23:  see  Ward  23,  municipal  building 

Municipal  Buildings,  Brighton  and  Hyde  Park:  see  Municipal 

Buildings,  Brighton  and  Hyde  Park 
New  Police  Stations:  see  I'olice  Department 


Reserve  Fund,  continued. 

Pension  for  Laborers,  Water  Service:   see  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment 
Public  Celebrations:  see  Mayor,  The 
Repairs  on  Piers,  Castle  Island:  see  Castle  Island 
Sewers:  see  Public  Works  Department 
Shade  Trees,  Roxbury:  c  88 
Suffolk  School  for  Boys:  c  240 
Vacating  op  Cavalry  Quarters:  c  186 
"Vigilant,"  Repairs:  see  Health  Department 
Wood  Island  Park:  see  Wood  Island  Park 


Reservoir,  Pari<er  Hill.     {See  Parker  Hill.) 


Retirement  System  for  Employees. 

order  that  chapter  619,  Acts  of  1910,  relative  to,  be  accepted,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  43;  report  on  petition  of  city  employees  for 
acceptance  of  act  relative  to  retirement,  accepted  and  assigned 
c  306,  336-taken  up  and  referred  to  executive  committee  c  347 


Revenue,  New  Sources  of. 

topic  in  mayor's  address  c  2 

Review  of  the  Year. 

topic  in  mayor's  address  c  2 

Reynolds,  Mary  E.,  Executor. 

petition  to  be  paid  expense  for  repairing  drain  at  23  Newark  st.  c  345 


Richardson,  Edward  Q. 

appointed  member  of  board  of  assessors  c  87-approved  by  civil  service 
commissioners  c  96 


Richardson,  Edward  M. 

appointed  constable  c  4 

Right  to  Borrow  in  1912. 

c  13 

Ringing  of  Bells  on  Holidays.     {See  Holidays.) 

River  Street,  Mattapan. 

hiring  of  playground:  see  Public  Grounds  Department 

sidewalks:  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect,  passed 
c305 

Roberts,  Bessie  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  42 

Rockwell  Street. 

resurfacing:  order  to  resurface  street,  passed  c  249 

Rosedale  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  275 


ROSENTHAL 


(52) 


SCOTT 


Rosenthal  Brothers. 

petition,  compensation  for  damascs  by  backing  up  of  sewer  c  273 

Rosenthal,  Louis. 

appointed  constable  c  93 

RosUndale. 

library:  see  Library  Department 

Roslindale  Municipal  Building.     {See  Ward  23  Municipal 
Building.) 

Roughan, M. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Pond  St.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  305 

Rowan,  Mary  and  Bridget. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  defective  sewer  c  243 

Roxbury. 

refuse  station:  see  Public  Works  Department 
shade  trees:  see  Public  Grounds  Department 


Roxbury  Historical  Society. 

report,  accepted,  order  changing  names  of  certain  squares,  accepted, 
passed  c  98;  report  recommending  reference  to  committee  on  public 
lands,  accepted  c  267-report,  accepted  and  order  passed  c  339 


Rubin,  David. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  c  252 

Rules  of  the  City  Council.    {See  City  Council.) 

Running    Track    and     Gymnasium,     Commonwealth 
Park,  Estimate  of  Cost.     {See  Commonwealth  Park.) 


St.  Botolph  Club. 

petition  to  be  reimbursed  amount  paid  for  removal  of  waste  c  189 

St.  James  Avenue. 

widening:  Real  Estate  Exchange  and  Auction  Board,  communication 
relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  75;  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  papers  relating  to  proposed  widening 
c  80-85-referred  to  executive  committee  c  85;  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion favoring  passage  of  legislation  for  widening,  etc.,  discussed  c  61- 
63-indefinitely  postponed  c  63-report  c  90,  91-accepted,  form  of 
petition  suggested  approved  c  91;  order  that  the  mayor  petition  the 
legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to  widen 
and  extend  avenue,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  90-report, 
accepted,  order  rejected  c  91 


Sale  of  Paving  Blocks.    {See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Sale  of  Pumps.    {See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Sands,  S.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries.  South  Market  st.  c  57 

Sargent,  Albert,  Probation  Officer. 

communication  from  the  clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court  requesting 
increase  of  salary  for  probation  officer,  referred  to  committee  on  county 
accounts  c  190-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  201 

Saronovitch,  Peter. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  345 

Savin  Hill  Beach. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $7,500, 
discussed,  given  its  first  reading  and  passage  c  328,  329-taken  up, 
given  final  reading  and  passed  c  336 


Savin  Hill  Playground. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communications  from 
John  C.  Kiley  and  John  W.  Robbins,  relative  to  land;  order  for  loan 
for  $7,500  for  purchase  of  land,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  270 ;  report  and  order,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  305-report, 
accepted,  order  rejected  c  328;  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  the  park  commissioners  and  order 
for  transfer  of  appropriation,  referred  to  the  executive  committee 
c  373,  374 


Sawin  &  Lawrence. 

petition,  compensation  for 
Atlantic  ave.  c  176 


damages  caused  by  bursting  water  main. 


Scales,  Otto  C. 

petition  for  hearing  relative  to  proposed  consolidation  of  departments 
c  196 


Scanlon,  H.  F.,  et  al. 

petition,  sidewalk,  South  St.,  Ward  23;   order  for  construction,  passed 
c71 


School  Department. 

school  committee:  David  A.  Ellis,  chairman,  term  expires  February, 
1913;  Michael  H.  Corcoran,  Jr.,  Thomas  F.  Leen,  M.  D.,  term  expires 
February,  1914;  George  E.  Brock,  Joseph  Lee,  term  expires  February, 
1915;  Thornton  D.  ApoUonio,  secretary.    Offices,  Mason  st. 

schoolhouse  commission:  Charles  Logue,  chairman;  John  F. 
Kennedy;  Charles  B.  Perkins,  appointed  c  87-approved  by  civil 
service  commissioners  e  96 

organization  of  schoolhouse  commission:  c  177 

Minot  School:  order  for  lighting  of  hall,  passed  c  367,  368;  communi- 
cation from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  school- 
house  commissioners  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  374 


School  Stadium,  Franklin  Field. 

communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to  appropriation,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  c  342,  343 


School  Stadium,  Plans  and  Estimates  for.  {See,  also,  Park 
Department.) 

communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to,  with  orderth  at  $2,000  be 
appropriated  for  plans  and  estimates,  refeired  to  committee  on  Park- 
man  Fund  c  219 


Scott,  Isabel. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  o  160 


SCULLING 


(53) 


SMITH 


Sculling  Race.     {See  Columbus  Day.) 

Seats,  New  Bandstand  on  Boston  Common.    {See  Public 
Grounds  Department.) 

Seaver  Street. 

removal  of  wall:  order  that  the  wall  be  removed  and  that  the  elevated 
railroad  pay  one-half  of  expense,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  254- 
report  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted  and  passed  c  254-report, 
accepted,  placed  on  file  c  377 

sidewalks:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  264 

Secretary  of  State. 

list  of  justices  of  the  peace  authorized  to  marry  c  386 

Seventeenth  of  June.     {See  Bunker  Hill  Day.) 
Sewall  Street. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  c  88 

Sewer  Construction,  Loan  for.     (<See  Public  Works  De- 
partment.) 


Sewer  Rebuilding,  Estimate  of  Cost.     {See  Public  Works 
Department,  Sewer  Construction.) 


Sewers,  Appropriation,  Transfer  from   Reserve  Fund. 

{See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Sewerage  Works.     {See  Public  Works  Department.) 
loan  for:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Shannon,  William  H.,  D.  V.  M. 

notice  of  appointment  as  veterinary  surgeon,  placed  on  file  c  346 


Shea,  J.  J. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Munson  at.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  335 

Sheehan,  William  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  backing  up  of  sewer,  Columbia  rd.  c  140 

Shoe  Factory,  Stony  Brook  District.     {See  Stony  Brook.) 

Shuman,  A. 

notice  of  use  of  location.  Commonwealth  ave.,  for  storage  of  explosives 
c  278 


Shurtleff,  Flavel  H. 

communication  relative  to  acceptance  of  invitation  by  National  Con- 
ference on  City  Planning  to  hold  convention  in  Boston  c  70 


Sidewalks. 

incomplete:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Silloway,  Charles  E. 

resolution  of  sympathy  on  death  of  mother,  passed  c  168 


Silver,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Bulfinch  st.,  by  fire  department 
c28 


Silver,  Samuel. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  243 

Simpson  Brothers  Corporation. 

notice  of  use  of  location.  Proctor  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  298 

Sinking  Funds  Department. 

commissioners:  James  W.  Dunphy,  chairman;  W.  F.  Fitzgerald, 
David  F.  Tilley,  Max  E.  Wyzanski,  W.  Prentiss  Parker,  William  G. 
Cadigan,  appointed  c  197-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners 
c206 


secretary:  J.  Alfred  Mitchell 
treasurer:  Charles  H.  Slattery. 


Office,  City  Hall 


city  borrowing  capacity:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmit- 
ting a  communication  from  the  finance  commission  with  tables 
estimating  amount  which  the  city  will  be  able  to  borrow  during 
present  municipal  year  c  12,  13-placed  on  file  c  13 


Sixth  and  O  Streets. 

electric  light:  order  to  locate,  passed  c  343;  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  supervisor  of  street 
lighting,  placed  on  file  c  361 


Skelton,  Frank  B. 

communication  from  the  judge  of  Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury, 
requesting  increase  of  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts 
c  190-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  201 


Smith,  Earnest  E.,  Councilman. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  branch  libraries  c  23;  committee  on  appro- 
priations, executive,  finance,  ordinances,  legislative  matters,  Park- 
man  Fund,  prisons  and  public  lands  c  25;  committee  on  building 
limits  c  350 

orders  offered:  Evacuation  Day  committee  c  23 
payment  for  militiamen  at  Lawrence  c  30 
list  of  street  improvements  c  31 

engrossing  of  resolutions  on  death  of  Corporation  Counsel  Babson  c  34 
development  of  North  End  park  c  45 
appropriation  from  Parkman  Fund  c  46 
extension  of  St.  James  ave.  c  61 
appropriation  for  sewers  c  63 
Municipal  Athletic  Association  c  65 
locker  building,  Orchard  park  o  89 
supervisors  of  playgrounds  c  89 
locker  building,  Orchard  park  c  90 
widening  St.  James  ave.  c  90 
soil  renovating,  Boston  Common  o  91 
money  for  streets  c  92 

ball  and  games  on  parade  ground,  Boston  Common  c  112 
Washington  St.,  Brighton,  paving  c  128 
widening  Otter  st.  c  129 
soil  renovation,  Boston  Common  c  129 
recreation  pier.  East  Boston,  Ward  2  c  135,  136 
money  for  street  improvements,  legislation  concerning  c  136 
new  lighting  apparatus  c  130 
elevated  entrances,  Dover  st.  o  136 
cost  of  building.  Deer  Island  c  144,  145 
segregation  of  drug  users  c  145 
Wendell  Phillips  statue  c  148 


SMITH 
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SMITH 


Smith,  Earnest  E.,  Councilman,  continued. 

acceptimco  of  Evans  and  Naples  rtls.  c  149 

public  heariuK,  Chestnut  st.  o  158 

condition  of  Hack  st.  c  1G7 

sleeping  neconimodations,  "Vigilant"  c  168 

KONoinnioiit  ownership,  quarantine  c  108 

ailvisahilit\'  oi  public  markets  c  169 

renio\'al  of  refuse  c  1G9 

resolutions  ou  railway  strike  c  178 

tablet  in  memory  of  Col.  Robert  Keaj'ne  c  178 

tunnel,  North  and  South  Stations  c  178 

elevated  station,  Charles  st.  c  181 

settlement  of  railroad  strike  c  198 

organization  of  railway  employees  c  199 

fire  apparatus,  Orient  Heights  c  200 

cost  of  building,  drug  fiends  c  202 

abolition  of  poll  taxes  c  202 

cost  of  filtering  sewerage  c  207 

repairs  of  "Vigilant"  c  207,  208 

wages  of  scrubwomen  c  217 

construction  material,  City  Hall  Annex  c  217 

bathing  facilities,  Parker  Hill  c  231 

cost  of  daylight  lamps  c  232 

questions  to  the  mayor  c  232,  233 

sculling  race,  Columbus  Day  c  244 

bathing,  Back  Bay  c  244 

sanitary  condition  of  Back  st.  c  244 

estimate  for  municipal  building.  Ward  17  c  244 

spending  East  Boston  playground  appropriation  c  249 

incinerator,  Brighton  c  253 

removal  of  wall,  Seaver  st.  c  254 

questions  to  mayor  o  254 

methods  of  dealing  with  drunkenness  c  268 

probation  officers  dealing  with  drunkenness  c  268 

playground  questions  c  275 

plan  for  new  stable,  Parental  School  c  276 

mayor's  views  on  lighting  questions  c  276 

lights  near  Wood  Island  park  c  279 

widening  of  Otter  st.  c  279 

terms  of  Parkman  house  lease  c  279 

information  from  Consolidated  Gas  Company  c  279 

information  from  Commissioner  Rourke  c  280 

information  concerning  lighting  contract  o  287 

rowing  machines,  Paris  street  gymnasium  c  287 

invitation  to  Mr.  Walsworth  c  288 

material  of  City  HaU  Annex  c  299 

land-taking.  Otter  st.  c  306 

appreciation  of  Secretary  William  A.  Leahy  c  306,  307 

sidewalk  near  Evergreen  Cemetery  c  307 

desirability  of  Somers  assessing  system  c  307 

assessment  values  c  322 

mayor's  position  on  public  lighting  c  323 

control  of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  c  323 

sidewalk.  Market  st.  c  330 

review  of  Hyde  Park  Water  Company  case  c  330 

action  against  Hyde  Park  Water  Company  c  330 

questions  concerning  street  lighting  c  343 

opening  of  courthouse  passage  c  343 

locker  building,  etc..  Orchard  park  c  348 

civil  service  for  assistant  assessors  c  348 

changes  in  assessments  c  349 

changes  in  assessing  system  c  356,  357 

additional  copies  of  document  149  c  357 

information  asked  eoneerning  assessments  c  358 

removal  of  statues  c  376 

ear  line  in  Franklin  park  c  377 

bathing  pool,  Parker  Hill  e  377 

renovating  soil,  Franklin  park  c  377 

civil  service.  Deer  Island  employees  c  390 

printing  of  letters  c  390,  391 

engine  house.  Mason  st.  c  391,  392 

discharge  of  toll  collectors  e  392 

assessed  values  c  392 

public  committee  meetings  c  392 

sale  of  city  property  e  393 

specifications  for  municipal  building,  Ward  17  c  393 

abolition  of  poll  taxes  c  393 

enlarging  of  City  Record  c  395 

tax  collections  each  six  months  c  395 

assessment  values  e  396 

remarks:  Arlington  st.  extension  o  11,  12 
indorsement  of  charter  c  23 
mortuary  plans  c  23 
indorsement  of  charter  c  24,  25 

mortuary.  City  Hospital  c  30  ,  • 

payment  for  militiamen  c  30 
list  of  street  improvements  c  31 
Arlington  st.  extension  c  40,  41 
closing  of  streets  Evacuation  Day  c  42 
metropolitan  planning  commission  c  43 
loan  order  for  Children's  Consumptive  Hospital  e  44,  45 
development  of  North  End  park  c  45 
appropriation  from  Parkman  Fund  c  46 
Children's  Consumptive  Hospital  c  60 
Arlington  st.  extension  c  60,  61 
St.  James  ave.  extension  c  61,  62 
appropriation  for  sewers  c  63 


Smith,  Earnest  E.,  Councilman,  continued. 

refuse  stations  c  04 

appropriation  for  refuse  station  c  64 

Municipal  Athletic  Association  c  66 

initiation  of  Parkman  Fund  appropriations  c  66 

locker  building  and  shower  baths.  Orchard  park  c  88,  89 

soil  renovation,  Boston  Common  c  91,  92 

money  for  streets  c  92 

election  of  city  clerk  c  98 

Parkman  Fund  report  c  104 

soil  irrigation  c  104-106 

ball  playing  on  Common  c  113 

playground,  Mt.  Ida  c  127,  128 

widening  Otter  st.  c  129 

soil  renovation  o  129 

entertainment  of  postal  clerks  c  135 

incorporation  of  East  Boston  Terminal  Company  c  135 

elevated  entrances,  Dover  st.  o  136 

legislation  relative  to  street  improvements  c  136 

playground,  Mt.  Ida  c  141-144 

segregation  of  drug  users,  loan  for  building  c  145 

mayor's  office  expenses  c  145,  146 

Wendell  Phillips  statue  c  148 

entrances  of  elevated,  Dover  and  Washington  sts.  c  153,  154 

covering  of  garbage  cans  c  155-157 

playground,  Mattapan  c  158 

public  hearing.  Chestnut  st.  property  c  158 

ordinance  relative  to  height  of  firemen  c  165 

public  markets  c  169 

advisability  of  public  markets  c  169 

removal  of  refuse  c  169 

railway  strike  c  179,  180 

elevated  structure,  Charles  st.  c  181 

loan  for  sewerage  works  c  197 

new  building,  Long  Island  c  198 

settlement  of  railway  strike  c  198 

railway  strike  c  199 

recreation  pier.  East  Boston  c  200 

fire  apparatus.  Orient  Heights  c  200,  218 

appropriation  for  various  municipal  purposes  c  219 

daylight  lamps  c  232 

questions  to  the  mayor  regarding  street  lighting  c  233,  234 

sculling  race,  Columbus  Day  c  244 

bathing.  Back  Bay  c  244 

appropriation  for  Zoo,  etc.  c  245 

estimate  for  municipal  building.  Ward  17  c  247,  248 

appropriation,  East  Boston  playground  c  249 

municipal  building.  Ward  17  c  253 

cost  of  building  for  drug  fiends  c  253 

paving  Washington  st..  Ward  25  c  253 

heating  equipment,  Suffolk  School  c  254 

appropriation  for  City  Hall  Annex  c  266,  267 

next  meeting  c  267 

Parental  Home  plans  c  268 

method  of  dealing  with  drunkenness  c  268 

playgrounds  c  275,  276 

street  lighting  c  276,  277 

invitation  to  Mr.  Edgar  Wrightington  of  the  Boston  Consolidated 

Gas  Company  c  279 
street  lighting  c  280-282 

location  of  playground,  Mattapan  c  289-293 
material  of  City  Hall  Annex  e  299 
desirability  of  Somers  assessing  system  c  307 
assessment  values  c  322-329,  330 
street  lighting  c  323 

control  of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  c  323,  324 
transfers  from  Reserve  Fund  ($65,500)  c  326,  328 
covering  of  garbage  cans  c  336 
assessment  values  e  337-339 
change  in  name  of  park  c  339 
claim  of  Thomas  F.  Boggs  c  340 
laying  out  of  streets  c  341 
street  lighting  c  341,  342 
locker  building.  Orchard  park  c  348 
civil  service  for  assistant  assessors  c  348 
changes  in  assessments.  Pleasant  st.  c  349 
additional  copies  of  document  149  c  357,  358 
information  concerning  assessments  c  359,  360 
removal  of  statues  c  377 
car  line  in  Franklin  park  c  377 
taking  of  land.  Otter  st.  c  377,  378 
restrictions  on  land.  South  st.  c  378 
bathing  pool,  Parker  Hill  c  378 
assessed  values  c  379-382 
fire  limits  c  388 
civil  service.  Deer  Island  c  390 

printing  of  letters  relative  to  system  of  assessing  c  391 
fire  engine  house,  Mason  st.  c  392 
discharge  of  ferry  toll  collectors  e  392 
assessed  values  c  392 
public  committee  report  c  392 

specifications  for  municipal  building.  Ward  17  c  393 
abolition  of  poll  taxes  c  393 
enlarging  City  Record  c  395 
tax  collection  every  six  months  c  395 
assessment  values  c  396 
street  lighting  c  397 
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STATUE 


Smith,  W.,  Jr. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Huntington  ave.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  305 

Smoking  in  Council  Chamber. 

c  22 


Snow,  Lucretia  A. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  corner  Dorchester  and  Melville  aves.,  by 
sidewalk  construction  c  152 


Social  Law  Library. 

appropriation:  see  County  of  Suffolk 

Society  for  Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities. 

copy  of  preambles  and  resolves  relative  to  use  of  Boston  Common  for 
pumping  station,  placed  on  file  c  197 

Soil  Renovation,  Boston  Common.    (iSee  Public  Grounds 
Department.) 


Soldiers'  Field. 

use  of,  for  target  practice: 

and  Pistol  Club 


see  Harvard  Gun  Club  and  Harvard  Rifle 


Soldiers'  Monument,  Charlestown,  Cleaning  of.     {See 

Public  Grounds  Department.) 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 

commissioner:  John  E.  Gilman.    Office,  Charity  Building,  43  Hawkins 

St. 

appropriation:  order  that  an  appropriation  of  $200  be  expended  for 
relief  of  poor,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  339-report  accepted, 
order  passed  c  343 

state  aid:  order  for  appointment  of  committee  to  determine  amount 
to  bo  paid  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families,  etc.,  passed,  com- 
mittee appointed  c  4;  February  o  21;  March,  accepted  c  42;  April 
c98;  Mayc]34;  Julyc207;  Augustc231;  September  c  253;  October 
c  275;   November  c  30G;   December  c  346;  January  c  376 


Somers  System.     (See  Assessing  Department.) 
Sons  of  American  Revolution. 

order  to  close  streets  to  travel  during  parade,  passed  c  129 

South  Boston. 

municipal  building:  see  Municipal  Building,  South  Boston 
reading  room,  Andrew  sq.:  see  Library  Department 
station:  see  Police  Department 

South  End. 

sewer  construction:  sec  Public  Works  Department 


South  Street,  Ward  23. 

restrictions:  see  Public  Lands 

sidewalks:  H.  F.  Scanlon  et  al.,  petition;  order  for  construction,  referred 
to  executive  committee  o  71;   Leila  P.  Bruce,  granted  c  112 


Southampton  Street. 

continuance:    George  E.  Heath  et  al.,  for  continuance  to  Strandway 
c  196 


Southampton  Street  Bridge. 

alterations:  communication  from  the  mayor  referring  correspondence 
and  papers  relating  to  the  alteration  of  the  bridge  at  the  crossing  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  c  296,  297-referred 
to  the  executive  committee  c  297-report,  referred  to  committee  on 
public  lands  c  299-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  389 


Southern  Pacific  Rai  Iway  Company. 

communication  from  the  mayor  with  resolution  favoring  proposed  estab- 
lishment of  Boston  as  a  terminal  point  for  steamship  line,  etc.,  passed 
c  130 


Spanish  War  Veterans. 

leave  of  absence  for  encampment:  see,  aZso,  City  Employees;  order 
to  allow  vacations  to  all  city  employees  to  attend  annual  encampment, 
passed  c  231 


Special  Elections.     {See  Election  Department.) 

cost,  additional  appropriation:  see  Election  Department 


Spectacle  Island. 

site  for  refuse  destructor:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Spectators. 

c22 


Stadium  Bridge. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the 
attorney  of  Mr.  Larz  Anderson  relative  to  memorial  for  his  father; 
order  that  the  City  of  Boston  hereby  consents  to  the  construction 
of  a  bridge  over  the  Charles  river  from  North  Harvard  .st.,  Boston, 
to  Boylston  st.  in  Cambridge,  referred  to  the  executive  committee 
c  273-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  275;  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  order  authorizing  the  erection  of  bridge,  etc., 
passed  c  295 


Standing  Committees. 

rules  c  22-appointed  c  25 
State  Aid.     {See  Soldiers'  Relief.) 
State  Election. 

notice  of  c  275 

State  Fire  Hazard  Commission, 
fire  limits:  see  Building  Department,  fire  limits 

Statistics  Department. 

commissioners:    F.  Spencer    Baldwin,    chairman;     Gordon    Abbott, 
William  D.  C.  Curtis 

Municipal  Register:  order  to  prepare  and  have  printed  Register  for 
1912,  etc.,  passed  c  23 

secretary:  Edward  M.  Hartwell.    Office,  73  City  Hall,  sixth  floor. 

Statue  Grouping,  Public  Garden.     {See  Public  Grounds 
Department.) 


STATUES 
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STREET 


Statues,  Removal  of.     {See  Art  Department.) 


Steam  Railroads,  Electrifying.     {Sec  Electrifying  of  Steam 
Railroads.) 
0  74 

Steamer  "Vigilant." 

report  on  message  from  the  mayor  and  report  of  finance  commission 
(referred  last  year),  placed  on  file  c  306 

Stearns,  A.  T.,  Lumber  Company. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Taylor  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  264 

Steritti,  Angelo. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  c  374 

Stevens,  F.  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  c  304 


Stony  Brook. 

abandonment  of  easement:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works 
relative  to  abandonment  of  easement  from  a  point  near  Boylston  at. 
to  a  point  on  Washington  st.,  etc.  c  85,  86-referred  to  committee  on 
public  lands  c  86-report,  accepted,  orders  passed  c  98-taken  up, 
given  final  reading  and  passage  c  126,  127 

building  between  Station  and  Qurney  sts.:  communication  from 
the  mayor  transmitting  communications  from  commissioner  of  public 
works  and  Albert  M.  Lyon,  who  desires  to  locate  a  shoe  factory  c  67, 
68;  preamble  and  order  to  sell  parcel  of  land,  referred  to  committee 
on  public  lands  c  68 


Storage  Battery,  Fire  Department. 

cost  0  50,  51 


Strandway. 

flagpole:  order  to  cause  flagpole  in  Andrew  sq.  to  be  removed  and 
located  in  Strandway,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  134-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  134  / 


Street  Improvements,  Money  for.  Senate  Bill  492.    {See 
Legislative  Matters.) 

Street  Laying=Out  Department. 

commissioners:  Salem  D.  Charles,  chairman;  James  A.  Gallivan, 
John  H.  Dunn;  notice  of  appointment  of  James  A.  Gallivan,  placed 
on  file  c  346-notice  of  approval  from  civil  service  commission,  placed 
on  file  c  354 

secretary:  notice  of  appointment  of  John  J.  O'Callaghan  c  375 

acceptance  and  construction  of  small  streets:  order  that  com- 
mittee on  finance  be  requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  appro- 
priating further  sums,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  268 

appropriation  for  highways:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting order  for  loan  of  8300,000  for  making  of  highways,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance  c  28-report,  accepted,  order  read  once  and 
passed  c  75-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  97;  order  for 
loan  of  $500,000,  discussed  c  340,  341-referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c341 

changing  names  of  streets:  orders  from  street  commissioners 
changing  name  of  Batavia,  Elmo  and  Weld  Hill  sts.,  placed  on  file  c  28- 
report,  with  order  making  changes  (list  given),  accepted,  passed  c  98 

chief  of  division:  Frank  O.  Whitney.    Office,  100  Summer  st. 

extension  of  Arlington  St.:  see  Arlington  Street 

land-taking,  Otter  St.:  see  Otter  Street 


Street  Laying=Out  Department,  conlinued. 

list  of  street  improvements:  order  that  street  commissioners  be 
requested  to  submit  a  list  of  improvements  for  which  they  propose 
to  use  appropriation,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  31 

list  of  streets:  order  that  the  street  commi.ssioners  furnish  the  city 
council  with  a  list  of  streets  for  which  petitions  have  been  sent  for 
acceptance  and  an  estimate  of  cost  of  same  c  254;  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  stieet  commis- 
sioners, placed  on  file  c  257,  258 

loan  for  laying  out  streets:  order  for  loan  of  $200,000,  discussed, 
referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  287 

new  Back  Bay  street:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  park  commissioners  giving  plans  and  esti- 
mates, referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  36-report,  no  further  action 
necessary  c  253 

street  traffic:  see  Street  Traffic 

location  of  tracks:  West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  .346th,  376th, 
377th,  378th, 379th, 380th,  granted  c  87;  384th,  385th,  386th,  granted 
c  140;  388th,  389th,  390th,  391st,  granted  c  177 

Beacon  St.,  Brighton:  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  c  197 
Beech  st..  West  Roxbury:  see  Beech  Street,  West  Roxbury 
Berkeley  st.:  387th,  granted  c  152 

Blue  Hill  ave.:  West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  granted  c  58 
Chelsea   st.,  Chablestown:   Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company, 

temporary  location,  granted  c  190:  see  Chelsea  Street,  Charlestown 
Chestnut  st.  :  see  Chestnut  Street 

Columbia  ed.:  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  c  197 
Columbus  ave.:     West    End    Street    Railway    Company,   location, 

granted  c  263 
Commercial  st.  :  location  granted  c  305 
Commonwealth  ave.:  see  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Dorchester  ave.:    West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  397th  and 

398th  c  197 

Dorchester  and   Savin   Hill  aves.:    West  End   Street   Railway 

Company,  granted  c  58 
Geneva  ave.:  granted  c  206 

Humboldt  ave.:  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  c  197 
Linden  ave.  :  see  Linden  Avenue 
Lithgow  ST. :  see  Lithgow  Street 

Massachusetts  ave.:  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  c  197 
Meridian  street  bridge:  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  c  197 
Neponsbt  AVE.:  granted  c  152 
Norfolk  st.  :  alteration,  granted  c  216 
Otter  st.  :  see  Otter  Street 
Quincefield  ST.:  see  Quincefield  Street 

Temple  st.,  West  Roxbury:  see  Temple  Street,  West  Roxbury 
Washington  st.  ,  Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury  :  West  End  Street 

Railway  Company  c  197 
Wellington  rd.:   order  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public    way, 

passed  c  158 
West  Fourth,   Court,   Hanover  and  Saratoga  sts.:  placed  on 

file  c  96 
widening: 

Chelsea  st.  :  see  Chelsea  Street 

Chestnut  st.  :  see  Chestnut  Street 

Faxon  st.  :  order  passed  c  88 

Harv.^rd  AVE. :  see  Harvard  Avenue 

Hendry  st.  :  order  passed  c  88 

Holiday  st.:  order  passed  c  88 

Holmes  ave..  Academy  Hill  kd.,  Allston  Heights,  Webster  ave. 

AND  Corey  rd.  :  see  Holmes  Avenue  and  other  streets 
Holton  ST. :  order  passed  c  88 
Homes  ave.  :  order  passed  c  88 
Hyde  Park  ave.  :  see  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
KiLTON  ST.:  order  passed  c  88 
Melville  and  Everett  rds.,  Whitfield  and  Grossman  sts.:  see 

Melville  and  Everett  Roads,  Whitfield  and  Grossman  Streets 
Metropolitan  ave.:  see  Metropolitan  Avenue 
Norfolk  st.,  Dorchester:  see  Norfolk  Street,  Dorchester 
Otter  st.  :  see  Otter  Street 
Paisley  Park:  order  passed  c  88 

PoNTiAC  and  Evelyn  sts.:  see  Pontiac  and  Evelyn  Streets 
St.  James  ave.:  see  St.  James  Avenue 
Southampton  st.:  see  Southampton  Street 
Upland  rd.:  order  passed  c  88 
Walk  Hill  st.:  see  Walk  Hill  Street 
Wellington  st.:  order  passed  c  88 


STREET 
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Street  Lighting. 

automatic  devices:  order  that  the  mayor  answer  questions  relative  to, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  343-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c357 

daylight  lamp:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  estimate 
of  cost  of  replacing  gas  lamps  with  daylight  lamp,  referred  to  the 
executive  committee  c  232-report,  accepted  and  order  placed  on  file 
c  306 

electric  street  railways  to  light  streets:  order  that  the  committee 
on  legislative  matters  of  the  council  of  1913,  when  appointed,  be 
requested  to  appear  before  the  legislative  committee  in  favor  of  an 
act  relative  to  lighting  streets  by  electric  street  railway,  etc.,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  389,  390 

gas  lighting  contract:  order  that  an  invitation  be  extended  to 
Mr.  Edgar  Wrightington  of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company 
to  appear  at  next  meeting  and  give  attitude  and  proposals  of  his 
company  toward  a  new  lighting  contract,  discussed  c  279,  280- 
laid  on  table  c  279,  280-taken  up,  discussed,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  397 

lighting  contract;  order  that  the  commissioner  of  public  works  be 
requested  to  appear  at  the  next  meeting  and  give  information  relative 
to,  discussed  c  280-282-f ailed  to  pass  c  282;  appearance  of  Commis- 
sioner Rourlfe  to  answer  questions  c  341,  342;  order  that  commissioner 
of  public  works  appear  before  executive  committee,  passed  c  287 

mayor's  position  on  public  lighting:  order  that  the  mayor  be  re- 
quested to  answer  questions  relative  to,  discussed,  passed  c  323 

new  lighting  apparatus:  order  that  the  mayor  transmit  any  informa- 
tion regarding  installation  which  has  been  furnished  him  by  lamp 
department,  passed  c  136;  communication  from  R.  Momand  relative 
to  c  216;  communication  from  the  mayor  answering  questions  relative 
to,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  272-report,  accepted, 
placed  on  file  c  275;  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  appear  at 
next  meeting  of  the  city  council  to  answer  questions  relative  to  street 
lighting,  passed  c  276,  277 

questions  to  mayor:  order  that  the  mayor  answer  questions  (given) 
as  specifically  as  possible  c  232-234-referred  to  executive  committee 
c  233;  order  that  the  mayor  answer  specifically  the  five  questions 
contained  in  order  relative  to  street  lighting  (given)  c  254,  255- 
passed  c  255;  communication  from  the  mayor  relative  to,  placed  on 
file  c  262-report,  accepted,  order  placed  on  file  c  306 


Street  Traffic. 

communication  from  street  commissioners  transmitting  amendment  to 
regulations  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  335 


Street  Trees.     {See  Public  Grounds  Department.) 
Stril<e.     {See  Railway  Strike.) 
Sturgis,  R.  Clipston. 

communication  from,  relative  to  building  ordinance  c  184,  185 

Subsoil  Irrigation.     {See  Public  Grounds  Department.) 

Suffolk  County.     {See  County  Accounts.) 
registry  of  deeds:  pay  roll  from  August  26  to  September  23  c  263 

Suffollt  School  for  Boys. 

communication  from  the  mayor  and  chairman  of  children's  institutions 
department  and  others  relative  to  heating  plant  c  237-240;  order 
to  transfer  .$5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be  expended  for  heating 
and  power  equipment,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  240-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  254 

Sullivan,  Alice  Q.,  et  al. 

petition,  compen.sation  for  damage  to  property  by  backing  up  of  sewage 

Sullivan,  Arthur  A. 

petition  for  payment  for  repairing  clock,  Lyceum  Hall  c  42 


Sullivan,  Benjamin  F.,  et  al. 

petition  for  reduction  in  rates  of  toll.  East  Boston  ferry  c  189;  petition 
for  an  appropriation  of  $7,000  for  maintaining  an  emergency  ferry- 
boat at  East  Boston  ferry  c  230 


Sullivan,  John  J. 

petition  to  be  repaid,  expense  for  repairing  drain  c  366 

Sullivan,  T.  J. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  East  Fourth  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  264 

Sutton,  Bridget. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  on  account  of  freezing  of  water  pipe 
c  374 


Superior  Court,  Civil  Business.    {See  County  of  Suffolk.) 


Superior  Criminal  Court.     {See  County  Accounts.) 


Supply  Department. 

superintendent  of  supplies:  J.  Edward  Mullen.    Office,  826  Tremont 
Building 


Suppression  of  Moths.    {See  Public  Grounds  Department.) 


Sweeney,  Michael. 

petition,  compensation  for  time  lost  during  illness  while  employed  by  city 
c  125 


Talbot  Avenue. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  193;   schedule  of  cost  with 
order  to  assess  and  collect,  passed  c  375 


Tapper,  Gong,  Register  and  Keys,  Fire  Department. 

cost  c  50 


Target  Practice  for  Troops.    {See  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment.) 


Tarplin,  Jacob. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  defective  sewer  c  152 

Tax  Collection  Every  Six  Months.     {See  Collecting  De- 
partment.) 

Taxation   of   Forest   Lands.      {See  Governor's  Proclama- 
tions.) 

Taylor,  Oliver  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  c  176 


TAYLOR 
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Taylor  Street,  Ward  24. 

land  damages:  Ilolbrook,  Cabot  &  Rollins  Company,  order  for 
hoaring  c  133-hearing  o  133-report,  with  preambles  and  resolve, 
accepted,  passed  c  148 


Teele,  Arthur  P.,  et  al. 

petition  for  hearing  on  proposed  consolidation  of  cemetery  and  other 
departments  o  lUO 


Temple,  Frederick  H. 

appointed  member  of  board  of  assessors  c  87-approved  by  civil  service 
commissioners  c  96 


Temple  Street,  West  Roxbury. 

laying  out:  order  to  lay  out  and  construct  as  a  public  way,  passed 
c  240;  communication  from  the  mayor  and  street  commissioners 
relative  to,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  c  256 


Tenean  Beach. 

purchase  of:  see  Bath  Department 

Thetford  Avenue. 

sidewalks:  communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works, 
giving  cost  of  construction  of  artificial  sidewalks  with  order  to  assess 
and  collect,  passed  c  153 

Thierfelder,  Edward. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  awning  c  273 

Thomas,  C,  &  Co. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Chestnut  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  335 


Thomas,  John  B.,  Agent. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  estate,  Harrison  ave.  and  Randolph 
St.,  by  sewer  c  70 


Thomas  Park. 

convenience  station:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  board  of  health  recommending  the  appro- 
priation of  $8,000,  referred  to  the  executive  committee  e  309-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  357 


Thorp,  F.  H. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Mt.  Vernon  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  o  287 


Tighe,  Michael. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a  fire  in  the  public  works  depart- 
ment yard  c  385 


Timmins,  E.,  Motor  Company. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Brighton  ave.,  lor  storage  of  explosives  c  298 

Tobin,  Johanna  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  properly  c  304 

Toole,  Arthur  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  two  trees  caused  by  change  of  grade 
of  street  c  273 


Transfers  and  Loans. 

c22 

Treasury  Department. 

treasurer:  Charles  H.  Slattery.    Office,  22  City  Hall,  first  floor 
Hyde  Park  tax  deeds:  see  Hyde  Park 

Treatment  of  Drunkenness.     {See  Drunkenness,  Treat- 
ment of.) 

Trees,  Removal  of.     {See  Public  Grounds  Department.) 

Trees,  Street.    (See  Public  Grounds  Department.) 

Tremont  Street  Bridge. 

alterations:    notice  of  decision  of  board  of  railroad  commissioners 
relative  to  alterations,  placed  on  file  c  116 

Tunnel,  North  and  South  Stations. 

order  favoring  connection  of  stations  by  tunnel,  etc.,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  178-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  178 

Tunnel  Through  Dorchester.     {See  Dorchester  Tunnel.) 

Turnbull,  Joseph  A. 

appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  117-approved  by  civil  service  com- 
missioners c  133 

Turner,  Charles  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  345 


Tuttle,  Elizabeth  L. 

petition  for  retirement  as  assistant  probation  officer  c  263;   report  and 
order  for  retirement,  accepted  and  passed  c  276 


Tyndale,  T.  H. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Newbury  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  335 


Uachia,  Batista. 

petition,   compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  barrel  of  ashes  being 
lifted  into  team  c  15-refused  c  389 


Unclaimed  Baggage.     (See  the  name  of  company  petition- 
ing to  sell.) 

Underground  Work,  Fire  Department. 

cost  c  50,  51 

Unfinished  Business  of  City  Council.    (See  City  Council.) 
Union  Park  Street. 

widening:  appropriation  of  $13,000  c  213,  218 


UNITED 


(59) 


WARD 


United  Improvement  Association. 

communication  relative  to  Copley  sq.  improvement,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  finance  c  374,  375 


United  National  Association  of  Postal  Clerks. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of 
f 500  from  Reserve  Fund  to  mayor,  office  expenses,  for  entertainment 
of  guests,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  123 


Upland  Road. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  c  i 


Upper  Leather. 

measurers:  Sewall  B.  Farnsworth  et  al.,  appointed  c  111 


Vacation    for    Employees    of    Pumping    Station.     {See 

Public  Works  Department.) 

Vacuum  Cleaning,  Consumptives'  Hospital.     {See  Con- 
sumptives' Hospital.) 

Valuations  on  Line  of  Elevated  Structure.     {See  Assess- 
ing Department.) 

Varnerin,  J.,  &  Sons. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Maywood  st.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  335 

Vessels  and  Ballast  Department. 

weigher:  Cornelius  J.  Donovan.    Office,  175  Commercial  st. 
Veterans,  Vacation.     {See  City  Employees.) 
"Vigilant."     {See  Health  Department.) 
"Vigilant"  Crew. 

order  that  the  mayor  report  as  to  whether  or  not  sleeping  accommoda- 
tions may  be  arranged  at  Deer  Island  for  the  crew,  passed  c  168; 
communication  from  the  penal  institutions  commissioner,  placed  on 
file  c  184 

Villard,  Mrs.  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  230 

Vorenberg,  Simon. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by  city  cart  c  196 


Walk  Hill  Street. 

laying  out:  petition  of  Herbert  W.  Goodwin  et  al.  for  resurfacing  and 
granolithic  sidewalks;  order  that  street  commissioners  be  requested 
to  furnish  estimate,  passed  c  391 


Wall,  William  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  sprinkling  street  with 
oil  c  215 


Walnut  Avenue  and  Crawford  Street. 

sidewalks:  order  for   construction,   referred   to   executive   committee 
c  140 


Walnut  Street,  Dorchester. 

sidewalk:  Sanford  Small  et  al.,  petition  c  133;  D.  Sanford  Small  et  al., 
petition  granted  o  153 


Walsworth,  Roscoe.     {See  Hyde  Park  Water  Company.) 
Ward,  EUwood  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  in  Dunboy  st.  c  176 

Ward  1  Playground.     {See  Playground,  Ward  1.) 

Ward  2. 

park:  James  E.  Fitzgerald  et  al.,  petition  relative  to  establishment 
c  H6-report,  that  matter  be  called  to  attention  of  the  mayor  c  119 

playground:  see  Playground,  Ward  2 

recreation  pier  and  swimming  facilities:  order  that  the  park 
commissioners  consider  advisability  of  erecting,  etc.,  passed  c  135,  136; 
James  D.  Casey  et  al.,  petition  asking  that  playground  and  swimming 
pool  be  established  between  north  and  south  ferries;  order  that 
street  commissioners  give  estimate  of  cost,  passed  c  200;  communica- 
tions from  the  mayor  and  park  commissioners  relative  to,  referr^'d  to 
committee  on  finance  c  210;  order  for  loan  of  $200,000  for  pier  and 
bathing  beach,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  217 

waterfront  park:  copy  of  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  at  a  mass 
meeting  of  the  residents  of  Ward  2,  demanding  an  immediate  estab- 
lishment of  said  park,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  230 

Ward  3. 

special  election:  see  Election  Department 

Ward  8. 

bath  house:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  originate  an  appro- 
priation for  completion  of  c  90;  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $15,000  for  gymnasium,  etc.,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance  c  137-report,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  193 

Ward  10. 

new  division  and  precinct  lines:   see  Election  Department 

Ward   12. 

municipal  building:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
order  for  the  transfer  of  $5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  the  study 
of  plans  and  estimates,  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance  c  331,  332 

Ward  16. 

playground:  see  Playground,  Ward  16 

Ward   17. 

municipal  building:  order  for  loan  of  $125,000  for  erection  of  building 
on  site  of  Vine  Street  Church,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  o  135; 
order  that  the  public  buildings  department  be  requested  to  furnish 
a  specification  and  detailed  estimate  of  new  building  on  present  site  of 
Vine  Street  Church,  passed  c  244-report  of  committee  on  finance, 
discussed,  accepted,  order  passed  c  253-accepted,  no  further  action 
necessary  o  267;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  with  order 
for  transfer  of  $5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  $2,234.65  and  $2,765.35 
from  the  appropriation  for  Vine  street  building,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  308-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  324;  report  recom- 
mending reference  to  committee  on  finance  c  112  ($100,000)-report, 
accepted  and  order  given  its  first  reading  and  passage  c  370 


WARD 
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Ward  18. 

special  election:  ^ce  Election  Departmeut 

Ward  22. 

playground  land,  Paul  Gore  St.:  see  Park  Department 

Ward  23. 

municipal  building:  coinmunieation  from  the  mayor  transmittinfj 
order  for  transfer  of  $5,000  from  Reserve  Fund  to  be  expended  for 
study  of  plans  and  estimates,  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance 
c332 

new  division:  see  Election  Department 

Ward  24. 

voting  precincts:  see  Election  Department 

Ward  25. 
new  division:  see  Election  Department 

Ward  26. 

new  division:  see  Election  Department 
precinct  maps:  see  Election  Department 

Wards. 

redivision  of:  see  Election  Department 

Wards  6,  10,  17  and  20. 

removal  of  dilapidated  buildings:   see  Building  Department 

Wards  10,  23  and  25. 

changes  in  precincts:  see  Election  Department 

Warren  and  other  streets. 

shade  trees:  see  Public  Grounds  Department 

Washington  and  Dimock  Streets, 
sale  of  property:  see  Public  Works  Department 


Washington  Park. 

convenience  station:  order  that  board  of  health  furnish  estimate  of 
cost,  passed  c  218;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  esti- 
mate of  cost,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  222-report,  accepted 
and  placed  on  file  c  232-order  that  the  mayor  recommend  the 
transfer  of  $8,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  passed  c  232 


Washington  Street,  Ward  20. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  118,  193 


Washington  Street,  Ward  24. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction  between  Talbot  ave.  and  Welles  ave., 
passed  c  231 


Washington  Street,  Ward  25. 

paving:  order  to  pave  between  Cambridge  and  Parsons  sts.  c  128; 
communications  from  the  mayor  and  commissioner  of  public  works 
giving  estimated  cost,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  152-report, 
placed  on  file  c  253 


Waterlow  Street. 

sidewalk:  I.  L.  Jonas  ei  al,  petition  c  273 

Weights  and  Measures  Department. 

sealer:  Charles  B.  Woolley 

clerk:  John  E.  Ansell 

deputy  sealers:  Jeremiah  J.  Crowley,  James  A.  Sweeney,  Charles  E. 
Walsh,  Louis  Hertgen,  Frank  L.  Harney,  Benjamin  P.  Hutchinson, 
Julius  Myer,  Charles  O.  Sikora,  Fred  A.  Thissell,  John  J.  Ryan. 
Office,  100  Summer  St.,  third  floor 


Weld  Street. 

changing  name  of  portion  of  street:   to  Brook  Farm  rd.  and  Corey 
St.  c  28 


Wellington  Road. 

accepting,  laying  out:  order  passed  c  88;  order  to  lay  out  and  accept 
as  a  public  way,  passed  c  158 


Welsh,  Willard,  et  al. 

petition,  offering  to  surrender  invalid  tax  deed  of  estate  c  125 


Wendell  Phillips  Monument. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $20,000 
for  suitable  monument,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  72-report, 
accepted,  order  rejected  c  146;  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to 
initiate  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  erection  of  statue,  passed 
c  148;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  an 
appropriation  of  $20,000  for  monument,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  186-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  194;  communications 
from  the  mayor  and  corporation  counsel  transmitting  order  for  an 
appropriation  of  $20,000,  passed  c  205 


Werner,  P.  C. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Boston  Harbor,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  252 

West  End  Street  Railway  Company. 

car  service:  see  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 

locations:    374th,  375th,  notice  of  hearing  c  71;   346th,  376th,  377th, 
378th,  379th,  380th,  granted  c  87;  376th  to  380th,  notice  of  hearing 
c  96;  copies  of  orders  from  street  commissioners.  West  Fourth,  Court, 
Hanover  and  Saratoga  sts.,  placed    on  file  c   96;   notice  of  hearing 
on  381st,  382d,  383d  c  111;  384th,  385th,  386th,  387th,  placed   on 
file  c  160;   388th,  389th,  390th,  391st,  granted  c  177;   notice  of  hearing 
c  190;   392d  to  399th,  granted  c  197;   398th,  399th  and  400th,  notice 
of  hearings  c  216;  401st  and  402d,  granted  c  216;  401st,  402d,  403d, 
404th,  405th,  notice  of  hearing  c  230;    406th,  placed  on  file  c  243; 
409th,  accepted  c  335;   410th  and  411th,  placed  on  file  c  335-granted 
c  354;   Boylston  st.,  Ipswich  st.  and  Brookline  ave.,  granted  c  375 
Berkeley  St.:  alteration,  granted  c  152 
Blue  Hill  ave.  :  alteration  of  tracks,  granted  c  58 
Blue  Hill  ave.  and  Seaver  st.:  relocation  of  tracks,  granted  c  140 
Chelsea  st.,  Chaklestown:  relocation  of  tracks,  granted  c  140 
Columbus  ave.:  location,  granted  c  263 
Commercial  St.:  granted  c  305 

Dorchester  and  Savin  Hill  aves.:  375th  location,  granted  c  58 
Geneva  ave.  :  granted  c  206 
Neponset  AVE.:  extension  of  time,  granted  c  152 
Shawmut  AVE.  and  other  streets:  relocation  of  tracks,  granted  c  230 
Washington  st.:  relocation  of  tracks,  granted  c  140 


West  Roxbury. 

Forest  Hills-North  Station  line  of  cars:  see  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company 

library:  see  Library  Department 


WEST 
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WOOD 


West  Roxbury  Citizens'  Association. 

petition  for  widening  of  Centre  st.  c  288-report,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  with  order  to  give  a  public  hearing  c  293 


West  Roxbury,  Washington  and  Stimson  Streets, 
engine  house:  see  Fire  Department 


Westerly  Street. 

sidewalk:  Rose  A.  McLaughlin  et  ah,  petition  o  152-granted  c  193 


Westville  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  264 
Whall,  Harry  B. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  c  263-refused  c  389 

Wharf  Property,  Condor  Street.     (See  Condor  Street.) 

Wharton,  Royal  S. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  caused  by  defect  in 
street  c  353 

Wheatland  Avenue. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  129- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  o  134 

Whelton,  Daniel  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse  and  wagon  c  334 

White,  R.  H.,  Company,  et  al. 

communications  relative  to  changes  in  method  of  assessing,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  355,  356 

Whitfield  Street. 

acceptance  and  laying  out:    order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  accepted, 
passed  c  112 

sidewalk:    order   for   construction,   referred   to   executive   committee 
c  112-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  119 

Whitten,  William  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  drain  at  16  Woodside  ave.  c  353 


Widening  and  Extension  of  St.  James  Avenue.     {See 
St.  James  Avenue.) 


Wiggin,  Joseph  A. 

petition  for  retirement  c  176-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  201 

Wilber,  Charles  E. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  c  365-report,  accepted, 
order  laid  over  o  376-taken  up,  passed  c  386 


Wilcox,  Elizabeth. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  28-refused  e  389 

Williams  Brothers. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  leak  in  water  main 
c  345 


Williams,  John  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  backing  up  of  sewage 
c304 


Williams  Street. 

sidewalks:  order  for  construction,  with  schedule  of  cost  and  order  to 
assess  and  collect,  passed  c  206 


Williams,  William  J.,  Administrator. 

petition  to  be  repaid  $25  cash  bail  forfeited  by  P.  J.  McNulty  c  189 

Winn,  C.  H. 

notice  of  use  of  location,  Tremont  St.,  for  storage  of  explosives  c  335 


Winthrop  Square,  Charlestown. 

cleaning  of  soldiers'  monument:  order  to  clean  and  put  in  condition, 
passed  c  218 


Winthrop  Street,  Ward  17. 

sidewalk:  Ebenezer  Bishop  et  al.,  petition  c  189 

Wire  Department. 

commissioner:   James  E.  Cole.     Office,  11  Wareham  st. ;    appointed 
c  87-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  96 


Women's  Municipal  League. 

communication  relative  to  Copley  sq.  improvement,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  finance  e  375;  remonstrance  against  transfer  of  appropria- 
tion of  $23,000  for  Everett  st.,  Brighton  c  385 


Wood  and  Bark.    (See  Coal,  Wood  and  Bark,  Weighers  and 
Measurers.) 

weighers  appointed  for  one  year  c  109,  110;  Arthur  F.  Barry  et  al., 
appointed  c  205;  Benjamin  F.  Appleby,  appointed  o  351-confirmed 
c367 


Wood  Island  Park. 

appropriation:  transfer  of  unexpended  balances:  see  Park  Department, 
playground  improvements 

bath  house:  order  for  loan  for  $40,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c231 

bathing  place:  see  Bath  Department 

dredging:  order  that  the  park  commissioners  give  estimate  of  cost, 
passed  c  220 

dredging  of  flats:  see  Park  Department 

lights  on  bridge:  order  that  the  lamp  department  be  requested  to 
place,  passed  c  279;  communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public 
works  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  361,  362 

repairs,  locker  building:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  park 
commissioners  requesting  that  sum  of  $1,500  be  appropriated  for 
needed  repairs  c  52,  53;  order  for  transfer  of  $1,500  from  Reserve 
Fund,  referred  to  executive  conmiittee  o  53-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  64 


WOOD 
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Wood,  Mina  K.,  el  al. 

petition  (or  removal  of  restrictions  on  four  lots  on  Dix  pi.  c  252 

Woodman  Jones  Estate. 

hiring  of:  see  Public  Grounds  Department 

Woods,  Esther  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  c  366 

Woodworth,  Sarah  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 

Woolson  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  340- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  349 

Work  Horse  Parade. 

order  to  close  streets  to  travel  during  parade  c  127 

Work  to  be  Accomplished. 

topic  in  mayor's  addre.s3  c  2,  3 

Workingmen's  Loan  Association. 

director:    George  E.  Curran,  appointed  c  87-approved  by  civil  service 
commissioners  c  96 


Wren  Street,  Ward  23. 

sidewalk:    M.  M.  Estabrook  et  al.,  petition  c  189;    remonstrance  of 
Julien  C.  Haynes  et  al.  c  189 


X-Ray  Clinic.    {See  Hospital  Department  Appropriation.) 


Zangla,  Francesco. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  374 

Zangla,  Stetario. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  374 

Zeigler  Street. 

paving:   Albert  Connell   et  al.,  petition,   order  that   commissioner  be 
requested  to  repave,  passed  c  391 

Zirilli,  Salvatore. 

petition,  compensation  for  death  of  son  by  fire  apparatus  c  215 


Zoological   Garden,   Estimates  of   Expenditures.      {See 
Parkman  Fund.) 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


INAUGURAL    EXERCISES   OF    THE   CITY 
COUNCIL. 
Monday,  February  5,  1912.. 

First  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall. 

The  members  and  members-elect  assembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
by  Coun.  BUCKLEY,  .senior  member,  at  eleven 
o'clock  a.  m. 

Coun,  COLLINS — Mr.  Chairman,  I  move 
you,  sir,  that  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed 
by  the  Chair  to  notify  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
that  the  Council  is  in  session. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  Chairman  Buckley 
appointed  as  said  committee  Coun.  Collins  and 
Hale. 

The  committee  retired  at  11.04  a.  m.,  and 
presently  returned  accompanied  by  his  Honor 
Mayor  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  former  Mayors  Samuel 
A.  Green  and  Thomas  N.  Hart,  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander, 
the  chaplain,  and  various  heads  of  departments. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  introduced  the  chaplain. 
Rev.  Dr.  James  Alexander,  who  delivered  the 
following  prayer; 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name.  We  thank  thee  for  the  coming  of 
thy  kingdom  into  the  souls  of  men  the  world 
over,  for  the  reign  of  thy  truth  and  grace,  and 
for  the  ever  increasing  number  in  whom  thy  will 
is  being  done.  We  thank  thee  for  our  nation, 
our  Commonwealth,  and  our  city,  for  the  large 
measure  of  prosperity  with  which  thou  hast 
endowed  us,  and  for  the  light  and  wisdom  and 
courage  which  thou  hast  imparted  to  those  into 
whose  hands  we  have  intrusted  power. 

We  pray  especially  for  our  city.  We  thank 
thee  for  the   legacy  which  it  brings  to  us  from  the 

East,  for  its  great  associations,  for  the  part  it 
as  played  in  the  literature,  art  and  industry  of 
the  nation.  We  ask  thee  for  thy  heavenly 
benediction  upon  it,  and  for  thy  leadership  in 
its  continued  thought  and  life. 

We  beseech  thee  for  thy  blessing  also  upon 
this  incoming  Council.  May  these  men  recog- 
nize thy  supreme  authority,  the  largeness  of  the 
trust  which  has  been  committed  to  them,  and 
may  they  discharge  every  duty  conscientiously 
and  courageously.  Bestow  upon  them  thy 
heavenly  wisdom,  preserve  them  in  health  of 
body  and  mind,  and  consciously  or  unconsciously 
may  they  find  themselves  working  together  with 
Thee  for  the  larger  realization  of  true  citizenship, 
the  building  up  of  a  purer  and  stronger  manhood, 
and  the  making  of  our  city  as  a  light  set  upon  a 
hill  which  cannot  be  hid.  Bless,  we  beseech 
Thee,  all  classes  and  conditions  of  our  people, 
and  may  they  have  reason  to  thank  Thee  and 
those  men  here  present  for  honest  work  well 
done.  And  to  Thy  name  we  ascribe  honor  and 
glory  and  blessing,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


CERTIFICATE   OF   ELECTION. 

At  request  of  Mayor  Fitzgerald,  Assistant  City 
Clerk  Doyle  read  a  certificate  from  the  Election 
Commissioners  that  at  the  recent  municipal  elec- 
tion Walter  Ballantyne,  John  A.  Coulthurst  and 
Thomas  J.  Kenny  had  been  elected  members  of 
the  City  Council  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

Placed  on  file. 


The  roll  was  called  and  it  was  found  that  all  the 
members  and  members-elect  of  the  City  Council 
were  present,  as  follows: 

For  Term  Ending  February,  191.3. — Walter  Leo 
Collins,  Matthew  Hale,  .lohn  Joseph  Attridse. 

For  Term  Ending  February,  1914. — Timothy 
John  Buckley,  Earnest  Everett  Smith,  Daniel 
Joseph  McDonald. 


For  Term  Ending  February,  1915. — Walter 
Ballantyne,  John  Augustine  Coulthurst,  Thomas 
Joseph  Kenny.  , 

The  members-elect  for  the  ensuing  three  years, 
Walter  Ballantyne,  John  A.  Coulthurst  and  Thomas 
J.  Kenny,  were  severally  given  the  oath  of  office  by 
Mayor  Fitzgerald. 


MAYOR   FITZGERALD'S   ADDRESS. 

■The  Mayor,  Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  then 
delivered  his  address  to  the  City  Council,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council, — ^We  are  all  gov- 
ernments and  individuals,  caught  more  or  less  in  the 
current  of  things  and  swept  along  by  tendencies 
which  we  do  not  control.  From  time  to  time  we 
stand  aside,  on  the  bank,  as  it  were,  of  the  stream, 
and  survey  with  astonishment  the  distance  we  have 
traveled  from  our  starting  point.  We  find  that  our 
ideas  have  changed  and  that  we  ourselves  are  new 
men.  Miracles  have  become  commonplaces,  the 
facts  of  to-day  were  yesterday's  dreams,  and  we, 
sober  and  practical  legislators,  are  giving  shape  to 
the  policies  of  those  whom  the  world  awhile  ago 
styled  visionaries. 

In  the  time  of  Jefferson  the  whole  theory  of 
democratic  government  was  an  experiment.  Three 
or  four  years  ago  the  innovations  of  the  charter 
amendment  act  seemed  dangerous  to  many  patri- 
otic citizens.  To-day,  midway  in  the  new  adminis- 
tration, with  which  you  have  nearly  all  been  con- 
tinuously associated,  the  stream  of  tendency  has 
carried  us  still  farther  forward,  and  we  accept  as 
matters  of  course  methods  and  propositions  which 
have  heretofore  been  regarded  as  radical.  In  this 
review  of  things  accomplished  and  forecast  of  a 
future  program,  which  it  is  my  privilege  to  present 
to  you  to-day,  I  may  place  one  or  two  novel  reme- 
dies before  you.  In  doing  so  I  am  confident  you 
will  agree  that  the  evils  they  are  aimed  to  correct 
demand  heroic  treatment. 

Financial  Statement. 

At  the  basis  of  all  our  activities  lies  the  problem 
of  revenue  and  expenditure.  Scrutinized  in  this 
aspect,  our  administration  will  not  suffer  when 
compared  with  that  of  our  predecessors  or  with 
those  of  other  American  cities.  Though  we  spent 
nearly  .$1,250,000  of  tax  money  last  year  on  the 
new  City  Hall  Annex  and  land  and  buildings  for 
schools,  yet  the  tax  rate  of  the  city  was  main- 
tained at  the  figure  of  the  previous  year,  which 
was  the  lowe.st  but  two  of  all  the  cities  in  the 
state  and  about  .$3  lower  than  the  average  tax 
rate  among  the  cities  of  the  metropolitan  district. 
Moreover,  out  of  this  moderate  levy  we  have  made 
public  improvements  which,  if  financed  by  the 
methods  of  former  years,  would  have  added  mate- 
rially to  tlie  city  debt.  Among  the  more  impor- 
tant of  these  were  the  playgrounds  in  East  Boston 
and  Roxbury,  the  branch  libraries  in  Charlestown 
and  East  Boston,  and  the  municipal  building  in 
Ward  7.  Our  ability  to  do  this  was  due  in  part 
to  the  generous  surplus  left  over  from  the  preced- 
ing year,  and  in  part  to  the  unexpected  capture 
of  a  round  half  million  dollars  representing  the 
taxes  upon  the  iShaw  estate.  This  year  we  expect 
to  have  a  surplus  of  over  a  million  dollars,  and 
will  continue  to  pursue  the  tax  dodgers  with 
every  legitimate  weapon  at  our  command. 

■The  net  debt  has  been  nominally  increased  by 
a  little  over  half  a  million  dollars;  but  this  includes 
an  increase  of  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  million 
due  to  the  annexation  of  Hyde  Park  and  of  $671,000 
in  the  rapid  transit  debt.  The  net  city  debt, 
taken  by  itself,  shows  a  decrease  of  nearly  $400,000. 

Of  the  borrowing  capacity,  estimated  at  $3,780,- 
983.47  on  February  15,  1911,  there  remained 
intact  on  December  31  of  the  same  year  $748,- 
983.47.  The  estimated  borrowing  capacity  for 
the  coming  year  will  be  $3,094,105.28,  biit,  as 
usual,  a  large  portion  of  this  is  pledged  in  advance 
for  appropriations  which  are  of  a  permanent  or 
recurrent  nature.  The  high  pressure  fire  system, 
the  proposed  buildings  for  contagious  diseases  at 
the  City  Hospital,  the  new  buildings  at  Long 
Island,  the  children's  ward  at  the  Consumptives' 
Hospital,  the  settlement  of  a  long  outstanding 
claim  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  for  damages  due  to  the  construction  of 
the  Cove  Street  Bridge,  and  the  regular  loans  for 
aewer,  street  and  schoolhouso  construction,  would 
of  themselves,  to  say  nothing  of  demands  which 
we  cannot  now  anticipate,  all  but  exhaust  our 
resources  within  the  limit  imposed  by  law.     The 
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needs  of  the  eity  for  street  construction,  upon 
which  I  shall  touch  in  another  part  of  this  address, 
call  for  liberal  expenditures,  for  which  provision 
must  inevitably  be  made  by  borrowing. 

New  Sources  of  Revenue. 

Certain  serious  aspects  of  our  financial  situa- 
tion must,  in  my  opuiion,  be  frankly  stated  and 
squarely  faced.  With  the  steady  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  tax  money  w^hich  must  be  appro- 
priated for  the  support  of  schools  goes  a  corre- 
sponding reduction  in  the  proportion  which  can  be 
devoted  to  the  other  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. This  reduction  is  offset  to  some  extent  by 
the  increase  in  valuation,  but  on  this  side,  too,  we 
are  confronted  by  the  perennial  elusiveness  of  per- 
sonal property  and  by  the  difficulty  of  determining 
with  precision  the  true  valuation  of  real  estate. 
As  the  functions  of  the  government  expand,  more 
revenue  is  required.  We  look  for  relief  in  various 
directions  and  find  that  there  are  as  many  minds 
as  men. 

One  official  body  counsels  us  to  reduce  expendi- 
tures, while  other  advisers  would  favor  an  increase 
of  the  tax  limit.  Methods  of  scientific  assessment 
upon  real  estate,  such  as  the  Somers  plan,  which  aim 
at  an  equalization,  if  not  an  increase,  of  valuation 
are  discussed  by  municipal  economists.  Finally, 
the  more  daring  thinkers  in  this  field  propose  a 
sweeping  overturn  of  established  methods  through 
the  adoption  of  the  income  tax  and  the  tax  upon 
unearned  increments,  which  are  in  vogue  in  Ger- 
many and  England.  While  the  year  upon  which 
we  embark  to-day  will  probably  not  see  this  ques- 
tion decided,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  to  investigate  the  single  tax 
and  feel  sure  that  at  the  end  of  another  twelve- 
month we  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  the  campaign  of 
education  which  always  precedes  radical  reforms. 

Another  phase  of  the  financial  question  may 
properly  be  presented  here,  even  at  the  risk  of 
reiteration.  Nearly  every  Mayor  of  Boston  has 
had  occasion  to  protest  against  the  burdens  placed 
upon  the  city  by  the  policy  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature.  This  year  I  have  introduced  sev- 
eral bills  aiming  to  correct  this  injustice  and  trust 
that  they  will  receive  fair  play.  I  have  asked  that 
the  cost  of  the  tuberculosis  hospital  and  of  the 
Normal  School  be  defrayed  by  the  state,  that 
automobile  fees  and  fines  be  distributed  so  that 
Boston  and  the  metropolitan  district  shall  receive 
a  proper  share,  that  the  quarter  of  the  liquor  fees 
now  taken  by  the  state  be  retained  by  the  cities 
and  towns,  that  a  reasonable  percentage  of  the 
court  and  courthouse  expenses  for  Suffolk  County 
be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  the  taxes 
levied  upon  public  service  corporations  be  distrib- 
uted to  the  cities  and  towns  in  which  the  busi- 
ness is  carried  on.  Should  any  or  all  of  these 
measures  be  adopted,  our  income  would  be  largely 
increased,  and  necessary  public  improvements 
could  be  made  without  hardship  to  the  tax- 
payers. 

Review  of  the  Year. 

In  my  address  last  year  I  touched  upon  certain 
improvements  which  I  deemed  important.  It 
gives  me  a  certain  satisfaction  to  remind  you 
that  many  of  these  have  been  carried  out.  The 
Chelsea  North  Bridge,  for  example,  is  to  be  con- 
structed on  plans  approved  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  a  sum  far  less  than  that  which  was 
anticipated,  and  the  expense  is  to  be  divided 
between  Boston  and  other  cities  as  well  as  the 
street  railways  that  will  derive  benefit  from  its  con- 
struction. Provision  has  been  made  for  the  high 
pressure  system  for  fighting  fires.  The  plans  for 
the  City  Hall  Annex  are  completed.  The  annual 
loan  for  a  separate  system  of  drainage  has  been 
reduced  by  about  $300,000.  A  loan  order  has 
been  passed  for  the  widening  of  Pleasant  street. 
New  municipal  buildings  are  under  way  in  Ward 
7,  South  Boston  and  East  Boston,  and  the  gym- 
nasiums in  the  West  End,  Charlestown,  Jamaica 
Plain  and  East  Boston  will  soon  be  in  operation 
with  a  full  equipment  of  apparatus  and  instructors. 
The  pension  system  has  been  enlarged  so  as  to 
include  veterans  of  the  Civil  War  and  laborers. 
A  notable  increase  in  transportation  faciUlSes  will 
be  made  through  the  construction  of  new  sub- 
ways. The  installation  of  water  meters  has  pro- 
ceeded at  the  prescribed  rate  of  5  per  cent  each 
year,  but,  believing  that  equal  treatment  to  con- 
sumers as  well  as  the  conservation  of  the  water 
supply  demand  the  metering  of  the  entire  city 
within  a  few  years,  I  have  introduced  a  bill  in 
the  Legislature  which  makes  possible  a  more  rapid 


rate  of  progress.  The  MetropoUtan  Park  Com- 
mission has  responded  to  the  appeal  for  improve- 
ments in  the  Charles  River  Basin  which  will  lead 
to  a  wider  use  of  that  water  park.  In  every  one 
of  these  matters  we  are  able  to  report  substantial 
achievement  or  auspicious  beginnings. 

A  mere  catalogue  of  the  pubUc  utilities  estab- 
lished and  the  new  forms  of  service  created  by  the 
Mayor  and  the  City  Council  during  the  past  year 
would  exhaust  my  time  and,  I  fear,  your  patience. 
I  shall  content  myself  with  reciting  a  few  of  the 
larger  things. 

This  year  has  seen  the  opening  of  a  branch 
library  in  .Jamaica  Plain  and  the  passage  of  appro- 
priations for  branch  libraries  in  the  North  End, 
East  Boston  and  Charlestown,  together  with  a 
reading  room  in  the  new  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building.  Appropriations  have  been  made  for 
new  playgrounds  in  Charlestown,  East  Boston, 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  Forest  Hills,  Brighton 
and  Mattapan,  and  two  former  appropriations 
have  been  combined  so  as  to  provide  a  proper 
sum  tor  a  playground  in  the  South  End.  Con- 
venience stations  have  been  established  at  con- 
gested poiiits  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city 
as  well  as  in  a  number  of  the  smaller  parks.  To 
have  satisfied  in  so  large  a  measure  the  demand 
for  libraries,  playgrounds  and  convenience  stations 
in  the  different  sections  seems  to  me  a  result  on 
which  we  may  fairly  congratulate  ourselves. 

The  vexed  questions  of  street  lighting  and  of  dis- 
posal of  refuse  and  garbage  appear  to  be  on  a  fair 
way  to  settlement.  Work  has  been  done  on  the 
Zoological  Garden,  the  Aquarium  and  the  Parkman 
Memorial  Bandstand,  so  that  all  three  will  be  dedi- 
cated this  year.  An  appropriation  amounting  to 
nearly  $200,000  has  been  made  for  the  Meridian 
Street  Bridge,  and  other  bridges  of  the  city  have 
received  a  large  share  of  attention.  The  group  of 
institutions  which  the  city  maintains  on  the  islands 
of  the  harbor  have  been  visited  and  generous  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  buildings  which  are 
in  need  of  renovation  or  extension.  The  appro- 
priations for  Deer  Island,  Long  Island  and  Gallop's 
Island  have  totaled  about  $140,000.  Governor's 
Island  has  been  accepted  from  the  United  States 
government  as  a  city  park  and  a  beginning  has  been 
made  upon  its  development  for  this  purpose  by  an 
appropriation  of  $20,000. 

In  the  Health  Department  notable  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  field  of  school  inspection  and  the 
regulation  of  the  milk  supply.  The  plans  for  the 
High  School  of  Commerce  are  now  complete  and 
this  building  will  be  started  about  April  first  on 
a  site  in  the  Back  Bay  Fens.  It  will  be  finished  in 
the  early  part  of  1913,  and  will  accommodate  1,000 
pupils.  Among  the  most  important  street  widen- 
ings  and  extensions  are  those  for  Pleasant,  Norfolk, 
Union  Park  and  Sachem  streets,  the  first  named 
street  calling  for  an  appropriation  of  $900,000  out- 
side of  the  debt  limit.  More  than  fifteen  miles  of 
artificial  sidewalk  have  been  laid,  and  legislation 
has  been  asked  for  which  would  make  the  laying  of 
.  ten  miles  of  such  sidewalk  compulsory  every  year. 
The  streets  of  the  city,  which  will  be  greatly 
improved  by  this  policy,  have  been  still  further 
beautified  by  tree  planting  on  a  scale  _  hitherto 
unknown.  As  a  result  of  an  appropriation  of 
$30,000  for  this  purpose  trees  will  be  planted  for 
several  miles  along  Commonwealth,  Dorchester, 
Blue  Hill  and  Louis  Pasteur  avenues  and  Benning- 
ton boulevard.  The  work  of  moth  destruction  has 
been  carried  on  successfully  with  an  appropriation 
of  $85,000.  Numerous  park  improvements  have 
been  made,  partly  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman 
Fund  and  partly  from  appropriations.  Among 
these  the  most  noteworthy  undertaking  has  been 
the  renovation  of  the  soil  and  the  installation  of  an 
irrigation  system  over  a  large  portion  of  the  Com- 
mon. Playground  improvements,  taking  the  form 
of  locker  buildings,  shelters  and  grading  operations, 
have  been  made  at  Charlestown  Heights,  Copp's 
Hill,  Franklin  Field,  Forest  Hills  Playground,  Savin 
Hill  Playground,  the  Fenway  and  elsewhere.  The 
matter  of  a  public  landing,  which  is  of  general 
interest,  has  been  carefully  studied  and  is  now 
before  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Port  of  Boston. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  prolong  this  list  but  I  may 
say,  in  general,  that  not  a  single  department  in  the 
city  is  marking  time  but  all  are  progressing  toward 
the  goal  of  wider  service  to  the  people  and  higher 
efficiency. 

Work  to  be  Accomplished. 
There  remain  many  public  enterprises  of  equal 
or  greater  importance  which  have  not  yet  passed 
beyond  the  stage  of  investigation  and  discussion. 


FEBRUARY    5,    1912. 


Among  these  I  should  like  to  lay  particular  stress 
upon  the  consolidation  of  the  park  and  recrea- 
tion activities  of  the  city  into  a  new  department. 
I  have  advocated  this  not  solely  for  reasons  of 
economy  but  because  I  look  for  better  results 
through  a  simpler  and  more  compact  organization. 
It  is  generally  admitted  that  our  playground 
equipment,  with  the  additions  which  are  to  be 
made,  is  not  surpassed  by  that  of  any  other  city, 
but  something  has  halted  the  development  of 
this  work  and  Boston  no  longer  enjoys  the  primacy 
in  a  field  in  which  she  was  the  pioneer.  Should 
this  consolidation  be  effected,  as  I  trust  it  will, 
the  Parkman  house  on  Beacon  street  could  be 
used  as  an  office  building  for  the  new  department. 
In  any  event,  I  renew  my  request  that  the  home 
of  this  great  benefactor  of  the  city  be  retained 
for  some  public  purpose. 

It  is  my  intention  to  recommend  once  more  a 
loan  for  the  extension  of  Arlington  street,  as  I 
am  convinced  that  the  failure  of  the  City  Council 
to  pass  the  order  recommended  by  me  betrayed 
a  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  urgency  of  this  step. 
Other  street  propositions  of  even  wider  scope  are 
now  before  the  Legislature,  involving  the  con- 
struction of  a  teaming  thoroughfare  between  the 
North  and  South  Stations,  a  new  street  between 
Washington  and  Tremont  streets  from  Hanover 
to  Boylston  street,  and  the  widening  and  exten- 
sion of  Avery  street  and  Hamilton  place.  I  sug 
gest  that  the  City  Council  lend  its  support  to 
these  measures,  provided  they  seem  worthy  of 
your  approval. 

The  question  of  fire  prevention,  one  of  the 
gravest  problems  that  claim  the  attention  of  the 
American  people,  is  before  the  city  government 
and  the  General  Court  in  several  of  its  numerous 
phases.  Bills  are  now  under  consideration  by 
the  Legislature  which  would  secure  safety  in  the 
construction  of  buildings,  while  the  City  Council 
will  undoubtedly  take  up  the  question  of  extend- 
ing the  building  limits,  so  that  the  more  inflam- 
mable types  of  construction  may  be  forbidden 
or  restricted  to  certain  sections,  and  the  question 
of  substituting  motor  apparatus  in  place  of  the 
slower  horse-drawn  vehicles  now  in  use.  Improve- 
ments in  the  fire-alarm  service  have  also  been 
recommended.  I  trust  that  as  a  result  of  inves- 
tigations made  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Real  Estate  Exchange  and  Auction  Board 
and  the  special  Fire  Hazard  Commission  appointed 
by  me,  some  definite  plan  may  be  adopted  and 
the  fire  service  of  the  city  put  upon  a  basis  of  greater 
security.  The  building  laws  need  strengthening, 
not  only  for  protection  again.st  fire  but  for  the 
establishment  of  decent  housing  conditions  and 
for  safety  in  construction.  While  this  may  not  be 
strictly  a  matter  for  action  by  the  City  Council, 
your  cooperation  in  such  steps  as  I  may  take 
through  appeals  to  the  Legislature  and  instructions 
to  the  Building  Commissioner  will  be  of  public 
advantage. 

The  work  of  the  Board  of  Health  needs  to  be 
still  further  extended  so  that  the  school  nurses 
and  examining  physicians  may  be  brought  under 
one  jurisdiction.  A  bill  now  before  the  Legis- 
lature, placing  the  nurses  under  the  Board  of 
Health,  offers  the  only  logical  solution  of  this 
difficulty  and  deserves,  in  my  opinion,  your  cordial 
support.  The  need  of  municipal  buildings  in  other 
sections  of  the  city  has  found  expression  in  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  local  improvement  associations 
and  in  other  ways.  Your  honorable  body  will 
doubtless  consider  during  the  year  the  claims  of 
Roxbury,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  to  buildings 
similar  to  those  which  are  now  in  process  of  con- 
struction. 

The  question  of  improving  conditions  at  Rains- 
ford  Island  is  complicated  by  the  uncertainty  as 
to  the  form  which  these  improvements  should 
take.  No  one  doubts  that  the  boys  in  the  Suf- 
folk School  require  buildings  with  modern  con- 
veniences, but  whether  they  should  be  erected  on 
the  limited  space  at  Rainsford  Island  or  some- 
where on  the  mainland,  or  whether  the  institution 
should  be  abandoned  and  these  boys  turned  over 
to  the  care  of  the  state,  are  questions  upon  which 
there  is  still  a  decided  difference  of  opinion. 

An  attempt  waffmade  last  year  to  provide  funds 
for  the  use  of  school  buildings  for  social  and  educa- 
tional purposes  outside  of  school  hours,  but  legal 
difficulties  were  encountered  and  no  way  was  found 
of  circumventing  the  obstacles  which  arose.  The 
bill  now  before  the  Legislature,  which  grants  the 
School  Committee  two  cents  additional  upon  every 
thousand  dollars  of  valuation  for  this  particular 
object,  removes  these  difficulties  and  will,  I  doubt 


not,  be  accepted  by  the  City  Council  if  a  refer- 
endum clause  is  attached. 

•  The  annexation  of  Hyde  Park,  which  was  effected 
by  a  vote  of  the  citizens  of  both  municipalities, 
has  increased  the  population  of  the  city  and  at  the 
same  time  added  to  our  responsibilities.  The 
work  of  reorganizing  the  departments  has  gone  on 
apace  and  it  is  already  evident  that  the  financial 
advantage  is  mainly  on  the  side  of  our  former 
neighbor,  now  Ward  26.  In  the  water  division 
alone  the  net  Joss  to  the  city  by  this  annexation 
may  be  estimated  at  over  $30,000,  due  mainly  to 
the  fact  that  the  Hyde  Park  water  rates  have  been 
so  much  higher  than  those  of  Boston.  In  the 
school,  fire,  police  and  other  departments,  wages 
have  been  raised  and  the  service  brought  up  to 
the  metropolitan  standard.  It  is  due  to  this 
annexation,  also,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out, 
that  our  net  debt  shows  an  increase  instead  of  a 
decrease.  All  this  means  extra  taxation,  but  the 
experiment  is  well  worth  while  since  it  affords  us  a 
definite  example  of  what  we  may  expect  from  the 
annexation  of  other  places  whose  destiny,  some 
think,  is  to  be  absorbed  in  the  future  metropolitan 
city.  The  net  cost  of  Ward  26  to  the  City  of 
Boston  will  far  exceed  the  revenue  derived  from 
it.  This  is  also  true  of  many  of  the  other  outlying 
wards  and,  while  the  fact  is  by  no  means  conclu- 
sive, it  should  be  considered  when  demands  are 
made  in  these  sections  for  an  extension  of  pubic 
utilities. 

Conclusion. 

The  estimates  for  the  city  departments  have  been 
carefully  compiled  and  show  the  usual  tendency 
among  zealous  officials  to  outrun  the  resources 
of  the  city.  This  tendency  is  not  wholly  to  be 
condemned,  since  it  is  evident  that  the  men  in 
charge  are  ambitious  to  promote  the  particular 
work  assigned  to  them.  Within  a  short  time  I 
shall  have  completed  my  studies  of  the  budget 
and  will  lay  it  before  you  well  within  the  period 
prescribed  by  the  city  charter.  This  is  the  first 
question  upon  which  we  shall  deliberate  together, 
and  no  other  act  of  the  city  government  through- 
out the  year  will  equal  in  importance  this  general 
appropriation  order  fixing  the  pecuniary  boundaries 
within  which  each  department  must  conduct  its 
operations. 

I  have  referred  to  novelties  and  innovations. 
I  do  not  forget,  however,  that  the  best  things 
in  the  world  are  stable  and  that  perpetual  change 
is  the  mark  of  a  frivolous  and  irreverent  people. 
There  is,  I  believe,  no  extreme  Left  or  Right  in  this 
parliament.  Bo,ston  radicals  have  generally  halted 
this  side  of  fanaticism  and  their  partisanship  falls 
short  of  bigotry.  We  shall  differ,  no  doubt,  on 
many  lesser  and  some  greater  issues,  but  on  the 
main  issue  of  an  earnest  desire  to  maintain  the 
laws  and  serve  the  people  who  have  honored  us 
with  their  trust  we  all  stand  together.  There  is 
no  need  of  reiterating  a  common  sincerity  of  pur- 
pose, to  question  which,  even  in  the  slightest  degree, 
would  be  impertinent.  I  extend  to  the  new  member 
a  cordial  welcome  to  our  ranks  and  trust  that 
my  relations  with  the  whole  City  Council  will 
be  as  pleasant  and  profitable  as  they  have  been 
during  the  past  two  years.      (Applause.) 

Before  concluding  I  want  to  extend  my  con- 
gratulations here  this  morning  to  two  former 
Mayors  of  the  city  who  have  honored  us  with 
their  presence.  Not  only  are  they  distinguished- 
in  the  life  of  the  city  because  of  their  public  serv- 
ice but  because  of  their  private  virtues;  and  I 
know  that  I  speak  for  the  entire  City  Council, 
Doctor  Green  and  Mr.  Hart,  when  I  extend  to 
you  the  felicitations  of  this  body  and  wish  you 
many  more  years  of  happiness  and  prosperity,  and 
that  you  may  come  in  the  future  to  just  as  many 
inaugurations  as  you  have  attended  in  the  past. 
(Applause.) 

(Annexed  were  appendices.) 

The  Mayor  began  his  address  at  11.15  a.  m.  and 
finished  reading  it  at  11.31  a.  m.,  at  which  time 
the  Mayor  and  suite  retired,  leaving  the  City 
Council  in  session. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  took  the  chair,  and  said: 

Gentlemen,  the  Council  will  be  in  order.  The 
Chair  awaits  the  pleasure  of  the  Council.  The 
Clerk  will  call  the  roll  to  ascertain  the  attendance 
of  a  quorum. 

The  CJerk  called  the  roll,  and  all  were  present. 


FREIGHT     BILLS,    ETC.,    PUBLIC    WORKS 
DEPARTMENT. 
Chairman   BALLANTYNE  offered   an   order- 
That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Walter  E.  Swan, 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


clerk  ol  tlie  Sewer  iinil  Water  Division,  Water 
Ser\iee,  I'ublie  Works  Department,  the  sum  of 
$l,Ot)0  to  be  used  for  payment  of  freight  and  incn- 
dentnl  bills  inourred  in  said  division  from  time 
to  time  during  the  (inaneial  year  endinj;  January 
31.  11)13,  ami  to  be  aeeountcd  for  to  the  City 
Auditor  by  vouehers;  said  simounti  to  bo  charged, 
one-half  to  ihe  appropriation  for  Sewer  Service 
and  one-half  to  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service. 
Passed. 


ELECTION    OF   PRESIDENT. 

Coun.  McDonald  ofTcred  an  order— That  the 
City  Council  now  proceed  in  accordance  with  law 
to  the  election  of  a  President  for  1912. 

Passed. 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE— The  Clerk  will 
call  the  roll. 

The  Clerk  called  the  roll,  and  each  member 
announced  his  choice  for  President,  with  the  result 
that  John  J.  Attridge  received  nine  votes,  or  the 
entire  vote  of  the  body. 

Chairman  B.ALLANTYNE — Nine  members  hav- 
j^^  ing  voted  for  John  J.  Attridge,  he  is  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  for  the  year  1912.      (Applause.) 

The  Chair  appointed  as  a  committee  to  escort 
the  President-elect  to  the  chair  Coun.  Kenny  and 
Smith,  and  they  attended  to  the  duty  assigned. 

President  ATTRIDGE  in  taking  the  chair  said: 

The  Coimcil  will  be  in  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  as  the  retir- 
ing President  of  this  body  it  gives  me  unusual 
pleasure  to  congratulate  you  as  our  new  Presi- 
dent. As  was  said  by  you  last  year  when  I 
was  elected  to  the  office,  it  is  a  high  and  an  honor- 
able office,  an  office  in  which  you  have  a  great 
deal  to  do,  and  in  which  much  depends  on  your 
conduct.  As  the  retiring  President  and  one  who 
has  refused  the  support  of  his  associates  for  the 
office  again,  it  seems  particularly  appropriate 
that  I  should  at  this  time  congratulate  you.  It 
affords  me  particular  personal  gratification  to  do 
so  in  view  of  the  fact  that  you,  sir,  the  newly 
elected  President  of  this  body,  on  previous  occa- 
sions voluntarily  supported  me.  I  thank  the 
gentleman  whom  we  have  elected  as  our  presiding 
officer  for  the  year  for  his  previous  acts  of  good 
will,  and  I  predict  for  him  the  successful  adminis- 
tration which  his  unquestionable  modesty  and 
integrity  merit.     (Applause.) 

President  ATTRIDGE — The  Chair  at  this  time 
desires  to  say,  as  he  said  last  year,  that  it  is  an 
honor  to  any  citizen  of  Boston  to  be  President  of 
the  City  Council.  I  further  said  that  I  believed 
it  to  be  an  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  to-day  I  say  that  it  is  an  honor  for  us  all 
to  be  citizens  of  Boston,  the  best  city  in  the  land. 
I  trust  that  the  work  of  this  year's  Council  will  be 
as  successful  as  that  of  the  Council  of  the  past 
year,  as  successful  as  the  work  of  the  past  two 
years,  and  I  trust  that  we  shall  all  have  a  single- 
ness of  purpose,  that  we  shall  work  at  all 
times  for  the  best  interests  of  our  beloved  City  of 
Boston.  The  Chair  awaits  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council. 


RULES. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  the 
Rules  of  the  City  Council  of  1911,  except  Rule  32, 
be  adopted  as  the  rules  of  this  body,  until  other- 
wise ordered,  and  that  a  special  committee  of 
three  members  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report 
a  draft  of  the  rules  for  the  government  of  the  City 
Council  of  1912,  and  to  consider  such  other  mat- 
ters as  mdy  from  time  to  time  be  referred  to  said 
committee. 

Passed. 

The  President  appointed  as  said  committee 
Coun.  Collins,  Kenny  and  Attridge. 


^     SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Coun.  HALE  offered  an  order — That  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  three  members  of  the 
City  Council,  be  appointed  to  determine  the  amount 
of  aid  to  be  allowed  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and 
their  families  and  other  persons,  under  the  provi- 
sion!? of  chapter  79  of  the  Revised  Laws  and  anj' 
act  in  addition  thereto  or  amendment  thereof, 
the  amounts  so  paid  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Soldiers'  Relief. 

Passed. 

The  President  appointed  as  said  committee 
Coun.  McDonald,  Hale  and  Buckley. 


UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Coun.  McDonald  otTercd  an  order— That  the 
several  committees  of  this  City  Council,  when 
appointed,  be  authorized  to  resume  consideration 
or  the  unfinished  business  referred  from  last  year. 

Passed. 


TIME  OF  MEETINGS. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
until  otherwise  ordered,  Monday  of  each  week, 
at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  be  the  day  and  hour  when 
regular  meetings  of  this  Council  shall  be  held. 

Further  consideration  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BUCKLEY. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  petitions  for 
minors'  licenses  for  thirty-two  newsboys,  one  boot- 
black and  four  vendors — recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted. 

Licenses  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY"   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council 
the  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1912,  viz.: 

(1)  Edward  A.  McGrath  (2  Savin  street,  Ward 
21)  and  Edward  M.  Richardson  (78  Surrey  street, 
Ward  25),  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1912. 

Messrs  McGrath  and  Richardson  are  employees 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  and  are  to  serve 
as   constables   without  bonds. 

(2)  Lemuel  T.  James  (63  Courtland  street, 
Everett)  and  Stephen  J.  King  (173  West  Fourth 
street,  Ward  13)  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

(3)  James  Carey  (290  West  Broadway,  Ward  13), 
Charles  F.  Hersey  (4  Fessenden  street.  Ward  24), 
Lemuel  T.  James  (03  Courtland  street,  Everett) 
and  John  H.  Toland  (196  Dorchester  street.  Ward 
15)  to  be  Weighers  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Jlacfiin- 
ery. 

(4)  Henry  C.  Murphy  (7  Wallace  court.  Ward  5) 
and  James  F.  Murphy  (296  Kilton  street.  Ward 
20)  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal  and  Measurers  of  Wood 
and  Bark. 

(5)  Alden  H.  Harding  (56  Jeffries  street.  Ward 
2)  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Grain. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


REDIVISION  OF  PRECINCTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  5,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  recommending 
a  new  division  of  Wards  23  and  25  in  the  voting 
precincts,  and  a  division  by  precinct  of  Ward  26; 
also  a  colnmunication  from  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
to  which  the  Election  Commissioners  subscribe, 
recommending  new  precinct  lines  for  Precincts  2 
and  7  in  Ward  10.  The  City  Council  is  required 
under  the  law  to  make  the  divisions,  and  the 
reasons  given  in  the  lettef  of  the  Election  Commis- 
sioners seem  to  me  to  render  early  action  impera- 
tive. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
100  Summer  Street, 

Boston,  February  2,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Ward  23,  Precincts  5  and  6,  and  Ward 
25,  Precinct  6,  now  contain  more  than  1,000  voters. 
It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil either  to  divide  such  precincts  into  more  voting 
precincts  or  to  make  a  new  division  of  such  wards 
into  Voting  precincts.  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
more  advisable  to  make  a  new  division  of  each  of 
these  wards  into  voting  precincts,  and  we  herewith 
submit  for  the  assistance  of  the  Council,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  make  such  divisions,  a  new  division  of 
Ward  23  into  14  precincts,  retaining,  however,  the 
old  lines  of  Precincts  1.  2  and  9  of  said  ward,  and 
a  new  divi-sion  of  Ward  25  into  10  precincts,  retain- 
ing the  old  lines  of  Precinct  4  of  said  ward. 
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It  also  becomes  necessary  for  the  City  Council 
to  divide  Ward  20  into  voting  precincts.  We  also 
submit  for  the  assistance  of  the  Council  a  division 
of  Ward  2(i  into  seven  voting  precincts. 

Wo  also  transQiit  a  letter  of  the  Board  of  Asses- 
sors to  your  Honor  recommending  a  change  in  the 
precinct  lines  of  Precinct  2  and  Precinct  7  of  Ward 
10.  This  letter  was  sent  by  the  Law  Department  to 
this  department,  and  we  agree  with  the  assessors  that 
the  changes  described  in  their  letter  are  necessary. 

We  recommend  that  the  Council  request  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  through  its  Street 
Laying-Out  Division,  to  make  maps  of  the  new 
divisions  in  accordance  with  previous  custom. 

The  law  covering  the  division  of  wards  into  vot- 
ing precincts  and  furnishing  maps  of  the  same  is 
contained  in  sections  191  and  194  of  chapter  560 
of  the  Acts  of  1907. 

In  conclusion,  we  respectfully  request  that  these 
divisions,  or  such  other  divisions  as  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Council  may  be  proper,  will  be  made 
at  once,  for  it  is  very  important  that  the  listing  of 
male  residents,  from  which  the  annual  regi.ster  of 
voters  is  made,  be  prepared  according  to  new  pre- 
cinct lines. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Bo.4ED  OP  Election  CoMMi8aioNER.s, 

John  M.  Minton,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Asses.sing  Department,  December  18,  1911. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston; 

Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
held  on  December  14,  it  was  unanimously  voted 
to  request  the  City  Coimcil  to  change  the  precinct 
lines  in  Ward  10,  between  Precincts  2  and  7.  This 
change  of  line  is  occasioned  by  the  cutting  up  of 
the  Park  square  property,  the  former  dividing  line 
being  the  old  Providence  Railroad.  This  railroad 
liaving  been  abandoned  and  new  streets  laid  out, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  change  these  lines  as,  in 
1912,  it  is  po.ssible  that  there  might  be  some 
assessed  polls  in  this  tract,  and  if  such  were  the 
case  it  would  be  hard,  if  not  impossible,  to  locate 
them  by  precinct. 

The  following  described  changes  are  recom- 
mended by  this  department,  and  you  are  hereby 
requested  to  ask  the  City  Council  to  make  the 
desired  change. 

'  Ward   10. 

Precinct  IS.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  linee:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Tremont 
and  Church  streets;  thence  bj'  the  center  line  of 
Tremont  street  to  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center 
line  of  location  to  its  intersection  with  the  center 
line  of  Trinity  place  extended;  thence  by  the 
center  line  of  Trinity  place  extended  and  Trinity 
place  to  the  center  line  of  Stanhope  street;  thence 
Dy  the  center  lines  of  .Stanhope  and  Berkeley 
streets,  Columbus  avenue,  Ferdinand,  Winchester, 
and  Church  streets,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  7.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  line  of  location  of 
the  Providence  Division  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  and  the  center  line  of 
West  Newton  street  extended;  thence  by  the 
center  lines  of  West  Newton  street,  Huntington 
avenue,  Norway,  Falmouth,  and  Dalton  streets 
and  Dalton  street  extended  across  the  location  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  to  the  center  line 
of  Boylston  street;  thenc:-  by  the  center  lines  of 
Boylston,  Exeter  and  Blagden  streets  across 
Huntington  avenue  to  the  center  line  of  St.  James 
avenue;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of  St.  James 
avenue,    Berkeley    and    Stanhope    streets.    Trinity 

f)lace  and  Trinity  place  extended  to  the  center 
ine  of  location  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad; 
thence  by  the  center  line  of  said  location  to  the  old 
intersection  of  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Providence  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line 
of  location  of  the  Providence  Division  by  the  new 
center  line  of  location  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

If  thought  desirable — on  account  of  the  munici- 
pal election  occurring  in  January — to  make  this 
change  to  take  effect  on  February  1,  it  would 
answer  the  purpose  of  this  department;  but  it  is 
desirable  that  the  change  be  made  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, S')  that  our  books  may  be  arranged  to  do  the 
work  on  these  lines. 

Very  respectfully, 

Board  of  Assessors, 
by  John  J.  Murphy,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  a  new  division  be  made  of  that 
portion  of  Ward  2.3  heretofore  included  in  Precincta 
3,  4,  .5,  6,  7  and  8  of  said  ward  into  eleven  precincts, 
to  be  known  as  Precincts  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  10,  11,  12, 
13  and  14,  and  said  precincts  are  constituted  as 
follows: 

Ward  23. 

Precinct  3.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Harvard 
and  Morton  streets;  thence  by  the  center  line  of 
Morton  street  to  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Providence  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
location  to  its  intersection  with  the  center  line  of 
Green  street;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of  Green 
street,  Glen  road,  Sigourney  street.  Walnut  avenue, 
Seaver  street.  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Harvard  street 
to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  4-  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Harvard 
and  Walk  Hill  streets;  thence  by  the  center  lines 
of  Walk  Hill,  Bourne,  Patten  and  Nathan  streets, 
Eldridge  road  and  Hyde  Park  avenue  to  the  center 
line  of  Stony  brook;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of 
Stony  brook,  Whipple  avenue,  Wa.shirigton  and 
South  streets  to  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
West  Roxbury  Branch  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center 
line  of  location  to  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Providence  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
location  to  Morton  street;  thence  by  the  center 
lines  of  Morton  and  Harvard  streets  to  the  point 
of  beginning. 

Precinct  S.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Walk  Hill 
and  Harvard  streets;  thence  by  the  center  line  of 
Harvard  street  to  the  former  boundary  line  between 
the  City  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Hyde  Park; 
thence  by  said  former  boundary  line  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Providence  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line 
of  location  to  its  inter.section  with  the  center  line 
of  Stony  brook;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of  Stony 
brook,  Hyde  Park  avenue,  Eldridge  road  and 
Nathan,  Patten,  Bourne  and  Walk  Hill  streets  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  6.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying  with- 
in the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at  the 
intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  the  Providence 
Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  and  Ashland  street;  thence  by  the  center 
lines  of  Ashland  street.  South  and  Washington 
streets  and  Whipple  avenue  to  the  center  line  of 
Stony  brook;  thence  by  the  center  line  of  .Ston.v 
brooic  to  its  intersection  with  the  center  line  of 
location  of  the  Providence  Division  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &.  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by 
said  center  line  of  location  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  7.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying  with- 
in the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at  the 
intersection  of  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Providence  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
cfe  Hartford  Railroad  and  the  former  boundary 
line  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  town  of 
Hyde  Park;  thence  by  said  former  boundary  line 
to  its  intersection  with  the  center  line  of  Stony 
Brook  Reservation;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
Stony  Brook  Reservation,  Washington,  Albano, 
Kittredge,  Sycamore  and  Ashland  streets  to  the 
center  line  of  location  of  the  Providence  Division 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road; thence  by  said  center  line  of  location  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  8,  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying  with- 
in the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at  the 
center  line  of  Stony  Brook  Reservation  and  the 
former  boundary  line  between  the  City  of  Boston 
and  the  town  of  Hyde  Park;  thence  by  said  former 
boundary  line  and  the  boundary  line  between  the 
City  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Dedham  to  the 
center  line  of  Grove  street;  thence  by  the  center 
lines  of  Grove  and  Washington  streets,  Cottage  ave- 
nue and  Lorette  street  to  the  center  line  of  location 
of  the  West  Roxbury  Branch  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center 
line  of  location  and  the  center  lines  of  Beech  street, 
the  West  Roxbury  Parkway  and  Stony  Brook 
Reservation  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  10.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  line  of  Beech  street 
and  the  center  line  of  location  of  the  West  Roxbury 
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Un\iu'li  of  llio  New  Voile,  Now  Hjiveii  &  llarll'ord 
Hnilrond;  tlioiioe  by  said  contor  lino  of  localion  to 
the  ci'nttM-  line  of  Perham  street;  thence  by  the 
center  lines  of  Perham  and  Baker  streets  to  the 
boundary  line  between  the  cities  of  Boston  and 
Xowton;  thonce  by  said  boundary  line  between  the 
cities  of  Boston  and  Newton  and  the  boundary  line 
between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Brook- 
line  to  the  center  line  of  Church  street;  thence  by 
the  center  lines  of  Church,  Centre  and  Beech 
streets  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  11.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  line  of  Walworth 
street  and  the  center  line  of  location  of  the  West 
Roxbury  Branch  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
location  to  the  center  line  of  Central  street;  thence 
by  the  center  lines  of  Central,  Centre,  Church, 
Weld,  Centre,  Ardale,  Walter,  South  and  Walworth 
streets  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  13.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  hnes:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  line  of  South  street 
and  the  center  line  of  location  of  the  West  Roxbury 
Branch  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of  location  to 
the  center  line  of  Walworth  street;  thence  by  the 
center  lines  of  Walworth,  South,  Walter,  Ardale, 
Centre,  Weld  and  Church  streets  to  the  boundary 
line  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  town  of 
Brookline;  thence  by  said  boundary  line  to  the 
center  line  of  Allandale  street;  thence  by  said  center 
line  of  Allandale  street.  Centre,  Walter,  Bussey, 
South,  Washington  and  South  streets  to  the  point 
of  beginning. 

Precinct  IS.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Washington 
street  and  the  West  Roxbury  Parkway;  thence  by 
the  center  lines  of  the  West  Roxbury  Parkway  and 
Beech,  Centre  and  Central  streets  to  the  center 
line  of  location  of  the  West  Roxbury  Branch  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad; 
thence  by  said  center  line  of  location  to  the  center 
line  of  Walworth  street;  thence  by  said  center  lines 
of  Walworth  street,  Bellevue  avenue.  Auburn  and 
Washington  streets  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  14-  AH  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Washington 
and  Auburn  streets;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of 
Auburn  street,  Bellevue  avenue  and  Walworth 
street  to  the  center  line  of  location  of  the  West  Rox- 
bury Branch  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
location  to  the  center  fine  of  South  street;  thence  by 
the  center  lines  of  South,  Ashland,  Sycamore,  Kit- 
tredge,  Albano  and  Washington  streets  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Ordered,  That  a  new  division  be  made  of  that 
portion  of  Ward  25  heretofore  included  in  Precincts 
1,  2,  3,  5,  6,  7  of  said  ward  into  nine  precincts,  to  be 
known  as  Precincts  1,  2,  3,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  and  said 
precincts  are  constituted  as  follows: 

Ward  25. 

Precinct  1.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  and  Franklin  street;  thence  by 
the  center  lines  of  Franklin,  Easton  and  North 
Harvard  streets  and  North  Harvard  Street  Bridge 
to  the  boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Cam- 
bridge in  Charles  river;  thence  by  said  boundary 
line  to  its  intersection  with  the  center  line  of  an  old 
creek,  which  formerly  formed  the  boundary  line 
between  Brookline  and  Brighton;  thence  by  said 
center  line  to  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center 
line  of  location  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  '2.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  North 
Beacon  and  Everett  streets;  thence  by  the  center 
line  of  Everett  street  and  said  center  line  extended 
to  the  center  line  of  location  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of  location 
to  the  center  line  of  an  old  creek,  which  formerly 
formed  the  boundary  line  between  Brookline' and 
Brighton;  thence  by  said  center  line  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  boundary  line  between  Boston 
and  Cambridge  in  Charles  river;  thence  by  said 
boundary  line  to  the  center  line  of  Ashby  street 
extended;  thence  by  the  center  line  of  said  exten- 
sion, the  center  line  of  Ashby  street  and  said 
center  line  extended  across  Commonwealth  avenue 


to  its  intersection  with  the  boundary  line  between 
Boston  and  Brookline;  thence  by  said  boundary 
line  to  the  center  lino  of  Naples  road;  thence  by 
said  center  lino  of  Naples  road  and  Naples  road 
extended  to  the  center  line  o^  Commonwealth 
avenue;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of  Common- 
wealth and  Brighton  avenues  and  North  Beacon 
street  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  3.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Everett 
street  and  Western  avenue;  thence  by  the  center 
lines  of  Western  avenue  and  Western  Avenue 
Bridge  to  the  boundary  line  between  Boston  and 
Watertown  in  Charles  river;  thence  by  said  bound- 
ary line  and  the  boundary  line  between  Boston 
and  Cambridge  to  the  center  line  of  North  Harvard 
Street  Bridge;  thence  by  said  center  line  of  said 
bridge  and  the  center  lines  of  North  Harvard, 
Easton  and  Franklin  streets  to  the  center  line  of 
location  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad;  thence 
by  said  center  line  of  location  to  the  center  line 
of  Everett  street  extended;  thence  by  said  center 
line  extended  and  the  center  line  of  Everett  street 
to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precincts.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Harvard  and 
Commonwealth  avenues;  thence  by  the  center  line 
of  Commonwealth  avenue,  Warren,  Cambridge, 
Dustin  and  North  Beacon  streets,  Brighton  and 
Harvard  avenues  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  6.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Union  and 
Winship  streets;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of 
Winship,  Washington,  Cambridge  and  Warren 
streets.  Commonwealth,  Harvard,  Brighton  and 
Commonwealth  avenues  to  the  center  line  of  Naples 
road  extended;  thence  by  said  center  line  extended 
and  the  center  line  of  Naples  road  to  the  boundary 
line  between  Boston  and  Brookline;  thence  by 
said  boundary  line  to  the  center  line  of  Washington 
street;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of  Washington 
street,  Commonwealth  avenue,  Bournedale  road 
and  Union  street  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  7.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  Lake  street;  thence  by  the 
center  lines  of  Lake  and  Washington  streets, 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue.  Union  street,  Bournedale 
road.  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Washington 
street  to  the  boundary  line  between  Boston  and 
Brookline;  thence  by  said  boundary  line  and  the 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Newton  to 
the  center  line  of  Commonwealth  avenue;  thence 
by  said  center  line  of  Commonwealth  avenue  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  8.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  North 
Beacon  and  Dustin  streets;  thence  by  the  center 
lines  of  Dustin,  Cambridge,  Washington,  Winship 
and  Union  streets.  Chestnut  Hill  avenue.  Market 
and  North  Beacon  streets  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  9.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Wash- 
ington and  Fairbanks  streets;  thence  by  the  center 
lines  of  Fairbanks,  Faneuil,  Brooks,  North  Beacon, 
Market  and  Washington  streets  to  the  point  of 
beginning. 

Precinct  10.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Lake 
street  and  Commonwealth  avenue;  thence  by  the 
center  line  of  Commonwealth  avenue  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  boundarj'  line  between  Boston 
and  Newton;  thence  by  said  boundary  line 
to  the  boundary  line  between  Boston  and 
Watertown  in  Charles  river;  thence  by  said 
boundary  line  in  Charles  river  to  the  center  line  of 
North  Beacon  Street  Bridge;  thence  by  said 
center  line  and  the  center  lines  of  North  Beacon, 
Brooks,  Faneuil,  Fairbanks,  Washington  and 
Lake  streets  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ordered,  That  a  division  be  made  of  Ward  26 
into  seven  (7)  voting  precincts,  to  be  known  as 
Precincts  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  and  said  precincts 
to  be  constituted  as  follows: 

Ward  26. 
Precinct    1.     All   that  part   of  said   ward    lying 
within    the    following  described   lines:    Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  line  of  Metropoli- 
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tan  avenue  and  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Providence  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
location  to  its  intersection  with  the  former  bound- 
ary line  between  Boston  and  Hyde  Park;  thence 
by  said  former  boundary  line  to  its  intersection 
with  the  boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Milton, 
in  Nepon.set  river;  thence  by  said  boundary  line, 
through  Neponset  river,  to  a  corner  in  said  bound- 
ary line  in  said  river;  thence  by  said  center  line 
of  Neponset  river  to  its  intersection  with  the  center 
line  of  Metropolitan  avenue  extended;  thence  by 
said  center  line  extended  and  the  center  line  of 
Metropolitan  avenue  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  2.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Walter  and 
East  River  streets;  thence  by  the  center  lines 
of  East  River  street  and  West  street  to  the  former 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Hyde  Park; 
thence  by  said  former  boundary  line  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  center  line  of  location  of  the  Prov- 
idence Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
location  to  its  intersection  with  the  center  line 
of  Metropolitan  avenue*  thence  by  the  center  line 
of  Metropolitan  avenue  and  said  center  line 
extended  to  its  intersection  with  the  center  line 
of  Neponset  river;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
Neponset  river  to  its  intersection  with  the  boundary 
line  between  Boston  and  Milton;  thence  by  said 
boundary  line  to  its  intersection  with  the  center 
line  of  location  of  the  Midland  Division  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad; 
thence  by  said  center  line  of  location  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  center  line  of  Walter  street 
extended;  thence  by  said  center  line  extended  and 
the  center  line  of  Walter  street  to  the  point  of 
beginning. 

Precinct  3.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  line  of  East  River 
and  Walter  streets;  thence  by  the  center  line  of 
Walter  street  and  said  center  line  extended  to  its 
intersection  with  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Midland  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
location  and  the  center  line  of  Dana  avenue  to  its 
intersection  with  the  center  line  of  location  of  the 
Providence  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line 
of  location  and  the  center  lines  of  West  and  East 
River  streets  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  Ji-.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  boundary  line  between 
Boston  and  Milton  and  the  center  line  of  Dana 
avenue;  thence  by  the  center  line  of  Dana  avenue 
to  its  intersection  with  the  center  line  of  location 
of  the  Midland  Division  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  center 
line  of  location  to  its  intersection  with  the  boundary 
line  between  Boston  and  Milton;  thence  by  said 
boundary  line  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  B.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  line  of  Dana 
avenue   and   the   boundary   line   between   Boston 


and  Milton;  thence  by  said  boundary  line  to  its 
intersection  with  the  center  line  of  Neponset 
river;  thence  by  the  center  line  of  Neponset  river 
and  the  center  lines  of  Madi.son  street,  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  Allen  and  New  Allen  streets.  West  Glen- 
wood  avenue  and  West  River  streets  to  the  center 
line  of  location  of  the  Providence  Division  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad; 
thence  by  said  center  line  of  location  and  the 
center  line  of  Dana  avenue  to  the  point  of  begin- 
ning. 

Precinct  6.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  West 
Glen  wood  avenue  and  West  River  street;  thence 
by  the  center  line  of  West  Glenwood  avenue  to 
its  intersection  with  the  center  line  of  Mother 
brook;  thence  by  the  center  line  of  said  brook  to 
its  intersection  with  the  center  line  of  Stony 
Brook  Reservation  extended;  said  intersection 
being  in  a  part  of  said  brook  known  as  Mill  pond; 
thence  by  the  center  line  of  Stony  Brook  Reserva- 
tion extended  and  the  center  line  of  Stony  Brook 
Reservation  to  its  intersection  with  the  center 
line  of  Stony  brook;  thence  by  said  center  line  of 
Stony  brook  and  the  center  line  of  Muddy  pond 
brook  to  its  intersection  with  the  former  bound- 
ary line  between  Boston  and  Hyde  Park;  thence 
by  said  former  boundary  line  to  its  intersection 
with  the  center  line  of  West  street;  thence  by 
said  center  line  of  West  street  to  its  intersection 
with  the  center  line  of  location  of  the  Providence 
Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad;  thence  by  said  center  line  of  location 
and  the  center  line  of  West  River  street  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  7.  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  lines:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  center  lines  of  Madison 
street  extended  and  Neponset  river;  thence  by 
the  center  line  of  Neponset  river  (a  part  being  the 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Milton)  to  its 
intersection  with  the  boundary  line  between 
Boston  and  Dedham;  thence  by  said  boundary 
line  between  Boston  and  Dedham  and  the  former 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Hyde  Park 
to  the  center  line  of  Muddy  pond  brook;  thence 
by  the  center  lines  of  said  Muddy  pond  brook 
and  of  Stony  brook  to  its  intersection  with  the 
center  line  of  Stony  Brook  Reservation;  thence  by 
the  center  line  of  said  Stony  Brook  Reservation 
and  said  center  line  extended  to  its  intersection 
with  the  center  line  of  Mother  brook;  said  inter- 
section being  in  a  part  of  said  brook  known  as  Mill 
pond;  thence  by  said  center  line  of  Mother  brook 
to  its  intersection  with  the  center  line  of  West 
Glenwood  avenue;  thence  by  the  center  lines  of 
West  Glenwood  avenue.  New  Allen  and  Allen 
streets,  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Madison  street 
and  the  center  line  of  Madison  street  extended  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  when 
appointed. 


Adjourned  at  11.42  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE,  to  meet,  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair,  not  later  than  Monday,  February  19,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Friday,  February  16,  1912. 
Special   meeting   of   the   City   Council,    held   in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m..  President  ATTHIDGE  in  the  chair  and  all 
the  members  present. 

The   Clerk  read   the   call  for   the   meeting,   as 
follows: 

City  of  Boston,  ' 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  13,  1912, 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

You   are   hereby   requested   to   assemble   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Friday,  February 
16,  1912,    at   3  p.    m.,    for    the    purpose    of    con- 
sidering   an    appropriation    for    the    extension    of 
Arlington  street,  from  Boylston  street  to  Providence 
street,   and  of  transacting  such  other  business  as 
may  properly  come  before  the  meeting. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council, 
the  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
all  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1912,  viz.: 

(1)  Walter  I.  Milne  (Quincy,  Mass.),  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal. 

(2)  James  Knowles  (58  Pinckney  street.  Ward 
11),  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Beef. 

(3)  Robert  M.  Gould  (4.5  Moulton  street. 
Ward  3),  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark. 

(4)  Fannie  Solomon  (471B  Dudley  street.  Ward 
17),  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


ANNUAL  ESTIMATES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  accordance  with  section  3  of  chapter  486  of 
the  Acts  of  1909,  I  transmit  herewith  the  esti- 
mates of  the  several  departments  for  the  year 
1912-13,  together  with  a  list  of  the  appropria- 
tions which  I  recommend.  I  also  transmit  for 
your  information  the  basis  of  estimates  prepared 
by  the  City  .\uditor,  which  includes  the  amount 
that  can  be  raised  within  the  tax  limit  for  the 
current  expenditures  of  the  city  and  an  estimate 
of  the  income  for  the  present  year. 

The  sum  total  of  all  the  estimates  submitted 
by  the  heads  of  city  departments,  with  an 
allowance  of  $250,000  for  the  Reserve  Fund,  is 
$14,412,030.07.  The  total  of  the  estimates  sub- 
mitted by  the  heads  of  county  departments,  in- 
cluding the  Penal  Institutions  Department,  is 
$1,458,213.  I  recommend  a  reduction  of 
$1,040,290.07  in  the  estimates  for  the  city 
departments,  and  .$50,309  in  the  estimates  for  the 
coimty  departments. 

The  total  amount  recommended  for  city  and 
county  expenditures  is  $14,779,644.  The  city 
and  county  debt  requirements  total  $5,292,508.82, 
making  the  total  amount  recommended  for  appro- 
priation $20,072,212.82. 

It  is  practically  certain  that  the  four  items 
which  arc  outside  the  tax  limit  or  .specifically  set 
aside  within  the  limit,  namely,  the  debt  require- 
ments, the  county  expenditures,  the  state  charges 
and  the  School  Committee  appropriation,  will 
total  more  than  fifteen  million  dollars,  the  amount 
available  for  school  expenditures  alone  being 
$369,372.65  more  than  the  amount  available 
last  year.  As  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to 
provide  for  fire  apparatus,  improvements  in  the 
fire  alarm  service,  receiving  stations  for  the 
disposal  of  refuse  and  garbage,  repairs  on  bridges 
as  well  as  other  substantial  items,  out  of  the  tax 
levy  this  year,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount 
recommended  is  all  that  can  be  safely  appropri- 
ated at  the  present  time.  Among  the  meritorious 
petitions    before    me    necessitating    larger    appro- 


priations is  the  request  of  the  Police  and  Fire 
Departments  for  increased  pay.  The  wages  of 
these  employees  have  not  been  advanced  for 
many  years  and  if  the  increases  are  granted  this 
year,  as  I  believe  they  should  be,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  add  to  the  appropriations  of  their  re- 
spective departments. 

In  considering  the  various  appropriations  I 
would  ask  the  City  Council  to  remember  that 
the  annexation  of  Hyde  Park  is  responsible  for 
a  large  part  of  the  increase.  Moreover,  the  new 
playgrounds,  libraries,  municipal  buildings,  baths, 
gymnasiums,  convenience  stations,  and  other 
public  utilities  which  have  been  established  in 
the  last  few  years,  require  funds  for  their  main- 
tenance, and  the  requests  for  increased  appro- 
priations, in  so  far  as  they  are  based  upon  these 
items,  are  not  only  legitimate  but  unavoidable. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Appropriation  and  Tax  Orders  for  the  Financial 
Year  1912-13. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  mth 
the  first  day  of  February,  1912,  of  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
during  the  year,  upon  the  City,  of  Boston,  or  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  and  to  meet  their  respective  obligations 
for  interest  on  debt,  sinking  fund  requirements  and 
maturing  debt  not  provided  for  by  sinking  fund, 
the  respective  sums  of  mone.v  hereinafter  specified 
be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
several  departments,  and  for  the  objects  and  pur- 
poses hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  pa.vments  to 
the  state  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of 
the  Acts  of  1895  and  acts  in  addition  or  amend- 
ment thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  require- 
ments for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes,  be  met 
by  the  income  from  said  works  and  any  excess 
over  income  from  taxes;  that  the  other  appro- 
priations hereinafter  specified  be  met  out  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of 
business  on  January  31,  1912,  exclu.sive  of  the 
money  raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  any  statute,  gift,  trust,  or  special 
appropriation,  and  by  the  income  of  the  financial 
year,  beginning  February  1,  1912,  and  by  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  $14,651,168.40,  and  that  said 
amount  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Bo.ston. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  iio 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be  paid 
for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  depart- 
ment or  division  for  any  other  department  or 
division,  or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other 
than  the  City  of  Boston,  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury  and  then  credited  to  the  appropriation 
of  the  department  or  division  rendering  such 
service  or  doing  such  work,  and  that  all  contribu- 
tions made  to  any  appropriation  be  expended  for 
the  objects  and  purposes  directed  by  the  several 
contributors  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money  to 
meet  the  appropriations  aforesaid,  the  City 
Treasurer  issue  and  sell,  at  such  times  and  in  such 
amounts  as  he  may  deem  best,  notes  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston,  not  exceed- 
ing nine  millioij  dollars  in  the  total,  in  anticipation 
of  the  taxes  of  the  current  municipal  .year;  that  all 
such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  be  dated 
the  day  the  money  for  the  same  is  received,  be 
made  payable  with  the  interest  thereon  at  the 
office  of  the  City  Treasurer  within  the  current 
financial  year,  from  the  taxes  of  said  year,  and 
bear  interest  from  their  date  until  the  same  are 
made  payable  at  such  rate  as  said  treasurer  shall 
deem  proper. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  City  Council,  and  all  taxes 
assessed  for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the 
state  tax  of  the  year  1912,  or  of  any  other  taxes  or 
assessments  payable  to  the  Commonwealth,  be 
due  and  payable  on  the  first  da.v'of  October,  1912; 
that  all  such  taxes  paid  after  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1912,  bear  interest  from  and  including  said 
day  until  paid,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum, 
except  the  taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of  stock  of 
national  banks  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of 
12  per  cent  per  annum  from  and  including  said 
first  day  of. November  until  paid;  and  that  all 
interest  which  shall  have  become  due  on  taxes 
shall  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such  taxes. 
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Art  l>piirtment:  Eight  hundred  dohars $800  00 

Assossins  Department:  One  hundred  cighty-ono  thousand  dollars 181 ,000  00 

Auditing  Department:  Forty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars 46,900  00 

Bath  Ui'pnrdnont:  Two  hundred  five  thousand  dollars 205,000  00 

BuildiMK  nep;irtment:  One  hundred  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  — 

Huildint;  Department $126,200  00 

Board  of  Appeal 4,000  00 

130,200  00 

Cemetery  Department:  Eighty-four  thousand  dollars 84,000  00 

City  Clerk  Department:  Forty-five  thousand  dollars 45,000  00 

City  Council:  Fifty-one  thousand  dollars  — 

Salaries • $13,500  00 

City  Council  proceedings 12,500  00 

Incidental  expenses 25,000  00 

51,000  00 

City  Documents:  Thirty-six  thousand  dollars 36,000  00 

Collecting  Department:  One  hundred  thirty-seven  thousand  dollars 137,000  00 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Department:  Two  hundred  thousand  dollars '. 200,000  00 

Election  Department:  One  hundred  forty-five  thousand  dollars '      145,000  00 

Finance  Commission:  Thirty-five  thousand  dollars 35,000  00 

Fire  Department:  One  million  six  hundred  sixty  thousand  dollars  — 

Current  expenses $1,548,000  00 

Pensions 112,000  00 

1,660,000  00 

Health  Department:  Three  hundred  eighteen  thousand  dollars 318,000  00 

Hospital  Department:  Five  hundred  seventy  thousand  dollars 570,000  00 

Institutions: 

Boston  Infirmary  Department :  One  hundred  ninety-five  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars  — 

Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital $160,500  00 

Almshouse,  Charlestown 15,500  00 

Pauper  expenses 5,500  00 

Office  expenses 5,200  00 

Steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard" 9,200  00 

195,900  00 

Children's  Institutions  Department:  Two  hundred  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  twenty- 
five  dollars  — 

Placing  Out  and  Oflfiee  Division $115,125  00 

Parental  School ■ 52,500  00 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys 44,300  00 

211,925  00 

Institutions  Registration  Department:     Twenty-two  thousand  dollars 22,000  00 

Steamer  "Monitor":  Thirty  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars 30,900  00 

Law  Department:  Forty-nine  thousand  dollars 49,000  00 

Library  Department:  Three  hundred  sixty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  sixty-five  dollars.. .  367,165  00 

Licensing  Board:  Thirty-eight  thousand  dollars 38,000  00 

Market  Department:  Eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars 11,900  00 

Mayor:  Ninety-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  — 

Office  expenses,  etc s $50,500  00 

Bureau  of  Information 7,000  00 

Public  celebrations 40,000  00 

97,500  00 

Music  Department:  Eighteen  thousand  dollars 18,000  00 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department:  One  hundred  sixty  thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  .  .  160,400  00 

Park  Department:  Four  hundred  thirtj'-three  thousand  dollars 433,000  00 

Police  Department:  Two  million  two  hundred  sixteen  thousand  dollars  — 

Current  expenses $2,078,452  00 

Pensions 137,548  00 

2,216,000  00 

Printing  Department:  Salary  of  superintendent  and  operating  expenses  to  be  met  by  revenue. 

Public  Buildings  Department:  Two  hundred  forty-five  thousand  dollars 245,000  00 

Public  Grounds  Department:  One  hundred  sixty-two  thousand  dollars 162,000  00 

Public  Works  Department:  Four  million  four  hundred  sixty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars  — 

Central  office $85,200  00 

Bridge  and  Ferry  Division ' 578,500  00 

Highway  Division 3,479,000  00 

Sewer  and  Water  Division,  Sewer  Service 326,000  00 

4,468,700  00 

Registry  Department:  Forty  thousand  dollars 40,000  00 

Reserve  Fund  (for  the  payment  of  claims,  executions  of  court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses 

and  other  legal  expenses,  and  for  transfers):  Two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars. .  .  .  250,000  00 

Sinking  Funds  Department:  Two  thousand  three  hundred  fifty  dollars 2,350  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department:  Two  hundred  ten  thousand  dollars 210,000  00 

Statistics  Department :  Ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  — 

Statistics  Department 10,500  00 

City  Record,  publication  of:  Expenses  to  be  met  by  revenue. 

Street  Laying-Out  Department:  One  hundred  thirty-one  thousand  dollars 131,000  00 

Supply  Department:  "Thirteen  thousand  dollars 13,000  00 

Treasury  Department:  Forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  dollars 48,600  00 

Weights  and  Measures  Department:  Twenty-seven  thousand  dollars. 27,000  00 

Wire  Department:  Sixty-seven  thousand  dollars 67,000  00 

City  Debt  Requirements: 

Sinking  funds $1,266,508  00 

Serial  loans 342,013  49 

Hyde  Park  temporary  debt 55,000  00 

Interest 3,413,000  00 

5,076,521  49 


$18,448,261  49 
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County  of  Suffolk:  One  million  six  hundred  twenty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-one 
dollars  thirty-three  cents — 

County  Buildings $100,000  00 

Jail • 73,450  00 

Supreme  .Judicial  Court 41,000  00 

Superior' Court,  Civil  Session 327,112  00 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session 200,000  00 

Probate  Court 32,220  00 

Municipal  Court  Justices 43,475  00 

Municipal  Court,  Civil  Session ,  30,270  00 

Municipal  Court,  Criminal  Session 80,000  00 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  District 13,000  00 

East  Boston  District  Court 11,000  00 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston 13,000  00 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  District 8,600  00 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District 22,900  00 

Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury  District 9,000  00 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District 0,200  00 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 11,568  00 

Police  Court,  Chelsea 14,300  00 

Registry  of  Deeds 57,000  00 

Index  Commissioners 13,900  00 

Insanity  cases 22,500  00 

Land  Court 4,200  00 

Medical  examinations 26,000  00 

Early  Court  Records 3,000  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses 9,895  00 

$1,175,390  00 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

House  of  Correction .• $210,000  00 

Office  expenses 22,514  00 

232,514  00 

County  Debt  Requirements: 

Sinking  fund  and  principal $76,520  66 

Interest 139,526  67 

210,047  33 

$1,623,951  33 


$20,072,212  82 


Water  Department:  One  million  three  thousand  five  hundred  ten  dollars.     (To  be  paid  by 
water  income) — 

Current  expenses  and  extension  of  mains $805,000  00 

Debt  requirements.     (Interest.) 138,510  00 

$1.003,510  00 


Basis  of  Estimate. 

1911-1912. 
Average  valuation,  $1,355,416,829. 

$0.74  on  a  thousand  brings $9,135,509  43 

Estimated  income  and  cash  in  treasury 5,532,905  83 

Amount  received  from  Shaw  heirs 492,020  42 


Amount  available  for  appropriations  inside  tax  limit $15,160,435  68 

City  debt,  for  sinking  funds $1,462,998  00 

Serial  loans 223,750  00 

Interest 3,378,000  00 

5,064,748  00 

County,  for  sinking  fund  and  principal .$76,875  67 

Interest 140,312  78 

Appropriation 1,373,411  00 

1,590,599  45 


$21,815,783  13 

1912-1913. 
Average  valuation,  $1,403,848,440. 

$6.64  on  a  thousand  brings $9,321,553  65 

Estimated  income  and  cash  in  treasury 5,421,044  42 

Amount  available  for  appropriations  inside  tax  limit $14,742,598  07 

City  debt,  for  sinking  funds $1,266,508  00 

Serial  loans 342,013  49 

Hyde  Park  temporary  loan 55,000  00 

Intere.st 3,413,000  00 

5,076,521  49 

County,  for  sinking  fund  and  principal $76,520  66 

Interest 139,526  67 

Appropriation 1,458,213  00 

1,674,260  33 


821,493,379  89 


(Annexed  were  the  estimates  referred  to.) 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  when  appointed. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


E\'ACUAT10N    DAY   COiMiMITTEE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Coxiucil: 

In   view  of   the   fact   that  President  Taft  has 
promised   to   visit   Boston   on   March    18,    and   is 
expected   to    take    part    in    the    Kvacuation    Day 
parade   in  the   afternoon,   it  seems   to   nie   that  a 
special  effort  should  be  made  to  rrjake  the  celebra- 
tion worthy  of  the  honor  which  will  be  conferred 
upon  the  city.     I  suggest  that  the  Council  appoint 
a  committee  to  superintend  the  celebration,  and, 
if   such    a    committee     is    appointed,   I    will    set 
aside   the  sum  of  $5,000  from  the  Appropriation 
for  Public  Celebrations  for  Evacuation  Day. 
E,espectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


ARLINGTON   STREET   EXTENSION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  fulfillment  of  the  purpose  expressed  in  my 
call  for  this  special  meeting,  I  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order  appropriating 
$400,000  for  the  extension  of  Arlington  street. 
Since  a  similar  order  recommended  by  me  at  your 
meeting  of  December  29,  1911,  was  rejected  with- 
out prejudice,  a  report  has  been  made  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Real  Estate  Exchange,  indorsing  the  position 
which  I  have  taken  in  my  various  messages  on  this 
subject. 

While  the  offer  of  the  railroad,  as  contained  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Laurence  Minot,  appended  to  the 
message  of  December  29,  1911,  expired  on  February 
1,  1912,  I  understand  that  the  corporation  is  willing 
to  renew  it  on  precisely  the  same  terms.  These 
terms  have  been  pronounced  extremely  favorable 
and  I  believe  that  the  only  question  in  the  minds  of 
the  members  of  your  honorable  body  is  whether 
the  railroad  could  not  be  induced  to  increase  its 
offer. 

On  this  aspect  of  the  matter  I  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  maximum  amount 
offered  by  the  railroad  is  nearly  five-sixths  of  all 
that  the  city  can  lawfully  assess.  The  fact  that 
this  amount  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  damages 
which  the  railroad  may  claim  for  the  taking  of  its 
property  on  Boylston  street,  and  that  this  property 
itself  is  offered  at  the  price  originally  paid  for  it, 
should  be  considered,  as  well  as  the  large  contri- 
bution in  land  and  improvements  made  through 
the  construction  of  Stuart  and  Arlington  streets 
and  the  widening  of  Providence  street.  It  is  gen- 
erally agreed  that  the  whole  district  waits  upon  the 
piercing  of  this  long  block  and  the  opening  of  a 
connection  between  the  Park  square  section  and 
the  Back  Bay,  and  that  the  construction  of  this 
link  will  be  followed  by  a  quickening  of  real  estate 
values  and  building  oj^erations  upon  a  large  scale. 
Unless  the  City  Council  has  some  definite  prospect 
of  a  better  offer  from  Mr.  Minot  I  believe  that  it 
will  not  be  justified  in  refusing  to  act  upon  the 
order  which  I  have  recommended. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgebald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($400,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  Arlington  street  extension,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue  bonds  or  certi- 
ficates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
that  order,  the  Mayor's  letter  and  recommenda- 
tions and  all  the  papers  pertaining  to  the  extension 
of  Arlington  street  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Commission  for  investigation  and  report  to  this 
body. 

The  question  came  on  Coun.   Kenny's  motion. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  haven't  ,we 
referred  the  matter  already  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, with  the  exception  of  this  last  paper? 
My  understanding  is  that  in  March  of  last  year 
we  referred  the  matter  to  the  Finance  Conamission 
for  report.  We  called  their  attention  to  it  about 
four  to  six  weeks  ago,,  and  we  haven't  heard  any- 
thing from  them  yet.  It  seems  to  me  hardly 
necessary   to   call    the    matter   to    their    attention 


again.  I  would  like  to  move,  as  an  amendment, 
that  we  hire  an  accountant  to  go  over  the  figures 
and  make  a  special  report  to  this  Council,  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  trust  that 
that  amendment  will  not  prevail,  especially  at 
this  time.  It  seems  to  me  tluit  this  is  a  matter 
which  is  particularly  and  peculiarly  within  the 
province  of  the  Finance  Commission  to  investi- 
gate. The  Finance  Commission  is  one  of  the 
departments  of  the  municipality.  It  was  created 
for  the  purpose  of  supervising  the  expenditure  of 
money  and  for  examination  into  the  aflairs  of 
the  city;  and  it  seems  to  me,  this  matter  having 
already  been  before  the  Council  on  two  different 
occasions  and  the  Council  having  acted  on  both 
occasions  within  a  comparatively  short  period, 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  insisting  now  upon  the 
Council  again  passing  upon  the  matter,  we  may 
properly  ask  for  the  assistance  of  Ihe  Finance 
Commission.  For  that  reason  I  made  the  motion, 
and  I  trust  that  it  will  prevail. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  agree  fully  with 
Coun.  Kenny  that  the  Finance  Commission  is  the 
proper  body  to  look  into  this  matter.  For  that 
reason  I  voted  in  favor  of  Coun.  Buckley's  order 
last  year,  in  March,  and  I  assumed  that  the 
Finance  Commission  had  some  reason  for  not 
reporting  on  it  sooner.  The  onl,v  two  reasons  it 
could  have  were,  first,  that  it  did  not  want  to 
report,  because  it  had  not  made  up  its  mind  or  for 
other  reasons,  or  second,  that  it  thought  it  was 
such  an  unimportant  matter  that  it  placed  other 
matters  ahead  Of  it.  I  do  not  believe  it  took  the 
second  alternative,  because,  as  we  all  know,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  important  matters  that  has  been 
before  us.  I  therefore  think  it  is  certain  that  the 
Finance  Commission  does  not  want  to  give  any 
official  opinion  on  it,  and  I  think  Coun.  Smith's 
suggestion  is  much  better  —  that  we  employ  a 
special  expert  to  go  into  the  matter  and  report 
directly  to  us.  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  embarrass 
the  Finance  Commission  by  asking  them  again. 

Coun.  SMITH — You  see,  Mr.  President,  there 
is  really  no  additional  matter  to  go  to  the  Finance 
Commission,  no  new  data.  I  have  a  loan  order 
before  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  .$425,000, 
and  this  only  varies  $25,000  from  that.  This 
is  exactly  the  order  that  was  put  into  the  Council 
last  year  and  was  killed.  There  are  really  no 
additional  facts  to  go  to  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion. If  there  were,  I  would  gladly  submit  them 
to  the  Finance  Commission.  But  I  really  don't 
see  any  new  data.  Everj'thing  on  the  subject 
is  already  in  and  has  been  for  some  time.  So  I 
should  prefer  that  some  expert  take  the  matter 
up  for  our  benefit  rather  than  to  embarrass  the 
Finance  Commission  by  attempting  to  force 
something  from  thein  that  for  some  reason  of  their 
own  they  have  not  seen  fit  to  give  us  for  about 
eleven  months. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  think 
it  appears  anywhere  on  the  record  that  the  Finance 
Commission  has  declined  to  favor  us  with  a  report 
on  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  their  duty,  when 
we  ask  them  to  furnish  us  a  report,  to  make  a 
recommendation  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  it. 
There  is  nothing  here,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  that 
shows  that  thc^  Finance  Commission  will  be  in 
the  slighest  degree  embarrassed.  I  have  no 
knowledge  that  they  will  be  embarrassed,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  rather  assume  that  they  will 
be  glad  to  take  the  matter  up  de  novo,  reporting 
to  us  and  giving  us  the  benefit  of  their  examina- 
tion. I  have  seen  nothing  since  the  last  time 
the  matter  was  under  discussion  to  change  my 
views.  I  said  then  that  I  favored  this  proposi- 
tion; I  favor  it  now.  It  is  only  a  question  of 
how  much  the  city  should  contribute.  For  that 
reason  I  think  we  are  entirelj'  in  accord  with  the 
proprieties  in  asking  the  Finance  Commission 
to  investigate  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  their 
judgment  and  as.sistance  upon  this  matter,  to 
which  I  think  we  are  entitled. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council  last  year  I  said  that  this 
Council  would  meet  this  question  fairly  and 
squarely.  I  believe  it  will.  It  seems,  however, 
that  we  have  had  reports  from  a  number  of  dis- 
interested persons  and  associations,  among  them 
the  Real 'Estate  Exchange  and  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  it  seems  singularly  appropriate  that 
the  investigating  branch  of  the  city  government, 
the  Finance  Commission,  should  give  us  a  report 
on  the  proposition.  As  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  Coun.  Smith,  I  trust  that  it  w-ill  not  prevail, 
because    I    believe    the    employment    of    experts, 
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to  i>e  paid  for  from  the  incidental  fund  of  the 
City  Council,  would  establish  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent, unless  the  Finance  Commission  will  not 
report.  If  the  motion  made  by  Coun.  Kenny 
prevails  and  this  is  sent  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, and  if  a  report  is  not  made  forthwith  or 
within  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  it  might  then 
be  proper  for  Coun.  Smith  to  present  a  motion 
of  that  description.  But  until  that  time  I  hope 
the  City  Council  will  act  favorably  upon  the 
original  suggestion  by  Coun.  Kenny  and  refer 
this  to  the  Finance  Commission. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I 
am  in  favor  of  Coun.  Kenny's  motion  that  this 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Commission 
for  report.  The  question  has  been  raised  here 
aa  to  whether  there  is  anj'thing  new  before  us  in 
addition  to  what  previously  went  to  the  Finance 
Commission.  In  my  opinion  this  is  an  entirely 
different  order.  I  will  read  the  order  that  we 
passed  last   March,   offered  by  Coun.   Buckley: 

"Ordered,  that  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested  to  make  an  investigation  and  report 
to  the  City  Council  on  the  advisability  of  the  exten- 
sion of  Arlington  street,  from  Boylston  street  to 
Providence  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  iSSOO.OOO." 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee.  That  is  an  entirely  different  order. 
We  have  before  us  now  a  much  cheaper  proposi- 
tion than  we  had  before  us  at  that  time,  and  1. 
think  the  question  before  us  is  whether  or  not  a 
fair  proposition  has  been  placed  before  the  city 
for  that  extension.  I  believe  the  majority  of  the 
Council  at  the  present  time  have  decided  that  it  is 
a  needed  improvement  and  are  in  favor  of  the  ex- 
tension. The  whole  question  now  comes  on  the 
terms  upon  which  that  extension  can  be  made,  and 
I  believe  it  is  a  proper  question  to  refer  to  the 
Finance  Commission.  I  hope  that  motion  will 
prevail. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  if  Coun. 
Ballantyne  had  read  on  a  little  further  he  would 
have  found  that  the  reference  of  that  order  of  mine 
of  last  year  to  the  Executive  Committee  had  been 
reconsidered  and  that  it  was  referred  to  the  Fi- 
nance Commission.  I  am,  by  the  way,  in  favor  of 
having  the  Finance  Commission  report  on  this,  but 
it  seems  to  me  the  Finance  Commission  should  , 
treat  all  members  of  the  City  Council,  particularly 
when  an  order  has  been  passed  by  the  Council 
asking  for  information,  with  exactly  the  same  cour- 
tesy. But  they  never  saw  fit  to  report  on  that  order 
of  last  year,  and  how  are  we  to  kno.w  now  whether 
or  not  they  will  report  on  this  order?  They  are 
the  investigating  branch  of  the  government  and 
I  am  in  favor  of  having  the  order  referred  to  them, 
but  I  think  they  ought  to  be  compelled  to  give 
to  this  Council  all  the  information  they  may  have. 
If  they  do  not  do  so  I  don't  see  why  they  are  in 
existence;  but,  of  cour.se,  it  seems  that  some  of  us 
are  outside  the  pall  and  that  we  do  not  get  this 
information  for  which  we  are  honestly  seeking.  I 
am  al.so  glad  that  Coun.  Ballantyne  stated  that  the 
inajority  of  the  Council  were  in  favor  of  this  propo- 
sition if  the  right  agreement  was  made.  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned  there  is  only  one  agreement 
which  can  be  made  that  will  satisfy  me,  the  only 
agreement  I  will  vote  in  favor  of,  and  that  is  to 
have  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  put  this  through  at  its  own  expense  with- 
out any  expense  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  had  thought 
there  was  some  reason  why  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion did  not  care  to  report  on  this,  because  certainly 
a  reasonable  length  of  time  has  passed  by.  Eleven 
months  is  a  long  time  to  wait  for  a  report  on  a  mat- 
ter. I  do  not  wish  to  be  thought  to  have  any 
hostiUty  to  the  Finance  Commission;  I  do  not  at 
all  hold  it  up  against  them  that  I  was  not  invited 
to  the  last  conference  on  this  matter.  I  regret  that 
I  was  not,  because  I  regret  not  having  any  informa- 
tion that  they  may  have  at  their  disposal.  If  the 
majority  of  the  Council  is  in  accord  in  the  desire 


that  the  Finance  Commission  report  upon  this, 
I  shall  very  gladly  agree  and  will  withdraw  my 
motion.  I  should  like  to  substitute  in  its  place, 
however,  an  amendment  to  the  original  order  ask- 
ing that  the  Finance  Commission  report  within  a 
reasonable  time,  not  later  than  two  weeks.  If 
such  an  amendment  is  allowable,  I  would  like  to 
withdraw  my  other  amendment. 

There  being  no  objection,  Coun.  Smith  withdrew 
his  first  amendment  and  moved,  as  an  amendment 
to  Coun.  Kenny's  original  motion,  that  the  Fi- 
nance Commission  be  asked  to  report  on  the  order 
within  two  weeks. 

Coun.  KENNY — Make  it  three  weeks. 

Coun.  SMITH — Well,  I  don't  care  about  a  week 
or  so — say  within  three  weeks. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  accept  the  suggestion  and  incorporate  that 
in  my  motion. 

Coun.  Smith's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the 
question  came  on  Coun.  Kenny's  motion  as 
amended. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  although  I  think 
it  is  rather  unnecessary,  as  I  said  before,  to  refer 
this  to  the  Finance  Commission,  as  between  an 
open  reference  to  the  Finance  Commission  and 
an  open  report  of  the  Finance  Commission  on  one 
side  and  a — well,  we  may  call  it  a  secret  reference 
to  the  Finance  Commission  and  a  secret  or  shut 
report  from  the  Finance  Commission,  on  the  other 
side,  I  prefer  the  open  reference  and  open  report. 
Therefore,  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  this  motion  aa 
amended. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion,  as  amended  by  Coun. 
Smith — that  the  order,  the  Mayor's  letter  and 
recommendations  and  all  the  papers  pertaining 
to  the  extension  of  Arlington  street  be  referred  to 
the  Finance  Commission  for  investigation  and 
report  to  this  body  within  three  weeks — was 
carried. 


CITY   BORROWING   CAPACITY. 
The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds,  with 
appended  tables,  estimating  the  amount  which 
the  city  will  be  able  to  borrow  during  the  present 
municipal  j'ear  within  the  debt  limit  established 
by  law. 

Respectfully, 
.John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds, 
February  13,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter_93.  Acts  of  1891,  it  is  estimated  that  the  amount 
which  the  city  will  be  able  to  borrow-  during  the 
present  municipal  year  within  the  debt  limit  estab- 
lished by  law  is  $3,599,105.28,  as  per  schedule 
annexed. 

Respectfully, 

j.  w.  dunphy, 
David  F.  Tilley, 
Max  E.  Wyzanski, 
James  T.  Wethbrald, 
W.  Prentiss  Parker, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds. 
J.  Alfred  Mitchell, 

City  Auditor. 
Charles  H.  Slattery, 

City  Treasurer. 
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CITY    COUNCIL, 


RIGHT  TO  BORROW  IN  1912. 

Total  funded  debt,  city  and  county,  January  31,  1912 ,  .  .  .■ $117,042,089  33 

Less  special  loans  (outside  of  limit) $58,343,500  00 

\\  atcr  debt 3,712,500  00 

Coiuitv  debt  (outside  of  limit) 3,400,333  33 

65,522,333  33 


Sinking  funds $42,372,544  95 

Less  special  loans  sinking  funds $18,452,907  86 

Water  sinking  fund 2,955,195  94 

County  courthouse  sinking  fund 1,461,051  93 

■ 22,869,155  73 


$51,519,756  00 


Premium  on  loans 

Less  premium  on  water  loans. 


$76,352  31 
12,565  80 


$19,503,389  22 


63,786  51 


19,567,175  73 


Debt,  excluding  debts  outside  of  limit  and  deducting  sinking  funds  for  said  debt $31,952,580  27 

Two  and  one-half  per  cent  on  $1,403,848,440,  average  valuation  for  three  years,  less  abate- 
ments     $35,096,211  00 

Debt  as  above 31,952,580  27 


March  1,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

April     1,  1912,  interest  on  investments *. 

May      1,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

May   30,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

June      1,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

July       1,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

Sept.     1,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

Oct.       1,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

Nov.  1,  1912,  appropriation  for  sinking  funds  for  debt  inside  debt  limit. 

Nov.      1,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

Nov.   30,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

Dec.      1,  1912,  interest  on  investments 

Jan.       1,  1913,  interest  on  investments 

Jan.       1,  1913,  interest  on  bank  deposits 

Serial  bonds  paid  from  taxes . . . .  _ 


3,143 

111 

2 

.    4 

20, 

186, 

110 

930 

2 

4 

20, 

184 

.30 

331 


630  73 

472  50 
,315  65 
030  00 
470  00 
701  25 
179  13 
472  50 
,995  65 
854  60 
,030  00 
,470  00 
,701  25 
819  13 
000  00 
463  49 


$5,084,605  28 
Less  loans  authorized  but  not  issued  (inside  debt  limit) 1,485,500  00 


Right  to  borrow. 
Placed  on  file. 


3,599,105  28 


MORTUARY   BUILDING,    CITY 
HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  January  29,  1912,  I  trans- 
mitted a  letter  from  the  Medical  Examiner  of  the 
Southern  District,  accompanied  by  a  communica- 
tion from  Edward  P.  Dana,  architect,  in  which  both 
gentlemen  agreed  that  the  sum  of  $9,000  addi- 
tional was  needed  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
a  proper  mortuary  building  at  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.  I  am  convinced  that  this  sum  is  needed 
in  addition  to  the  amount  already  available  and 
recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order,  which  appropriates  $9,000  addi- 
tional for  Improvement  of  Mortuary. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars 
($9,000)  additional  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  hospital 
trustees  for  improvement  of  mortuary,  and  that 
the  said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon 
the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MUNICIPAL     ATHLETIC     ASSOCIATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Budget  Committee  of  the  Municipal  Athletic 
Association  of  the  City  of  Boston,  outlining  a 
program  for  athletic  development,  and  furnishing 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  certain  of  the  activities 


of  the  association.  In  my  message  of  May  8, 
1911,  I  outlined  the  purposes  of  this  association 
and  pointed  out  that  it  was  the  first  organization 
of  the  kind  to  be  formed  under  municipal  auspices 
in  any  city  of  the  world.  I  recommended  last 
year  an  appropriation  of  $2,000,  which  was  passed 
by  your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of  May  15, 
1911.  The  money  was  expended  profitably,  and 
the  success  of  the  venture  established  in  such  a 
manner  that  I  have  no  doubt  the  City  Council 
will  agree  to  pass  the  order  which  I  recommend,  a 
copy  of  which  is  appended  hereto. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Municipal  Athletic  Association, 

of  the  City  of  Boston, 
402  Beacon  Building,  January  12,   1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Budget  Committee  of  the 
Municipal  Athletic  Association  has  canvassed  the 
feasible  work  that  the  association  should  undertake 
during  the  coming  year  of  1912-13  and  will  submit 
to  the  adjourned  annual  meet.ing  of  the  associa- 
tion, to  be  held  Thursday,  January  18,  the  follow- 
ing statement.  The  committee  will  recommend 
that  this  statement  be  submitted  to  the  Mayor 
with  request  for  an  appropriation  from  the  city  to 
.cover  the  estimate.  To  acquaint  you  with  the 
facts  without  delay,  I  transmit  the  statement  to 
you  at  this  time. 

The  committee  realizes  that  the  program  as  here, 
outlined  does  not  cover  all  the  aoti\'ities  the  asso- 
ciation should  undertake  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. But  the  committee  does  not  consider 
it  desirable  to  undertake  more  than  seems  likely 
to  be  successfully  accomplished,  much  as  it  would 
like  to  see  the  more  comprehensive  plan  undertaken 
and  completed.  Therefore,  the  recommendation 
is  made  that  the  city  be  asked  to  appropriate 
$5,890  to  be  expended  on  order  of  the  Municipal 
Athletic  Association  during  the  municipal  year 
1912-13. 


FEBRUARY    16,    1912. 
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Office  Expenses  (One  Year). 

Rent (one-half)  $150  00 

Telephone (one-half)  50  00 

Lighting (one-half)  15  00 

Stationery ^ 50  00 

Publicity      (posters,     circulars, 

etc.) 250  00 

Postage 275  00 

Membership  canvass 250  00 

Secretary (part  time)  500  00 

Stenographers  and  clerical  as- 
sistance  (one-half)  350  00 

Incidentals 300  00 


$2,190  00 


Conduct  of  Activities. 
Indoor  Features  (Winter) : 
Field     and     track     athletics 

(boys  and  young  men) ....    $500  00 

Gymnastics 500  00 

Swimming  (girls  and  boys) .  .      300  00 
Outdoor  Features  (Summer) ; 
Field     and     track     athletics 

(boys  and  young  men) ....  1,000  00 

Baseball  (boys  and  young  men),     800  00 

Swimming  (girls  and  boys) .  .      500  00 

Tennis 100  00 

3,700  00 

$5,890  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 
A.  E.  Garland, 
Fkank  S.  Mason, 
Hugh  C.  McGrath, 

for  the  Committee, 
Joseph  B.  Maccabe,  President. 
E.  B.   Mero,  Secretary, 

by  James  P.   Munroe, 
Chairman  Budget  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars 
($6,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  Mayor, 
Office  Expenses,  to  be  expended  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Municipal  Athletic  Association,  and  that  the 
said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls 
and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PLANS  FOR  COPLEY  SQUARE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  plans  of  the  Rapid  Transit  Commission  for 
a  subway  station  at  Copley  square  reawakened 
interest  in  the  earlier  designs  for  a  remodeling 
of  the  square.  The  opinion  is  generally  enter- 
tained by  landscape  architects  that  the  present 
arrangement  of  the  grass  plots,  with  a  diagonal 
roadway  between  connecting  Huntington  avenue 
and  Boylston  street,  i.s  inartistic.  The  subway 
exits  and  entrances  might  conceivably  be  so  placed 
as  not  to  mar  further  the  harmony  of  the  square, 
but  experts  who  have  examined  the  problem 
agree  that  there  is  at  least  a  danger  that  these 
stations  would  tend  to  make  things  worse  rather 
than  better.  In  any  event,  the  hope  that  Copley 
square  would  some  day  be  made  worthy  of  its 
reputation  and  of  the  admirable  buildings  which 
surround  it  has  never  been  wholly  abandoned. 
While  it  would  be  impolitic  to  appropriate  money 
for  the  remodeling  of  the  square  in  advance  of 
accurate  estimates  of  the  cost,  it  seems  to  me  that 
an  appropriation  for  the  preparation  of  plans  is 
desirable,  and  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  which  appropriates  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Grounds  for  Copley  Square  Plans. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars  (.$2,500)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds  for  Copley  Square 
Plans,  and  that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by- 
taxation  upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CHILDREN'S     CONSUMPTIVE     HOSPITAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustees 
incorporating  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  children's 
hospital  as  a  part  of  the  consumptives'  hospital  at 
Mattapan.  Attached  to  the  letter  are  plans 
prepared  by  the  architects,  and  it  is  believed  that 
this  estimate  and  these  plans  will  furnish  the  in- 
formation which  the  City  Council  requested  in  its 
resolution  pas.sed  January  20,  1912. 

Assuming  that  this  information  is  responsive  to 
your  request,  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  loan  order  appropriating  the  sum  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000)  for  a  hospital  to 
contain  fifty  beds  for  children  with  demonstrable 
tuberculosis. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

February  10,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held 
on  January  27,    1912,   the   following  motion  was 


"That  the  City  Council  favors  the  establishment 
of  a  children's  hospital  in  charge  of  the  Con- 
sumptives' Hospital  Trustees,  and  upOn  receipt  of 
plans  and  specifications  of  proposed  hospital,  and 
definite  estimated  cost,  it  will  appropriate  the  neces- 
sary amount  of  money  without  delay,  provided  the 
cost  does  not  exceed  $50,000.  " 

Inasmuch  as  we  have  no  appropriation  upon 
which  to  make  plans,  it  was  necessary  to  get  the 
architects  to  provide  sketches  which  are  to  be  paid 
for  only  on  condition  that  the  appropriation  is 
ultimately  made  for  this  purpose.  Messrs.  Magin- 
nis  &  Walsh,  the  architects  for  this  Board,  have 
done  so  with  this  understanding. 

The  drawings  herewith  inclosed,  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  rooms,  wards,  etc.,  are  not  satisfactory  to 
our  trustees  as  they  appear,  but  the  location  has 
been  decided  upon,  and  these  tentative  drawings 
submitted  herewith  indicate  that  a  building  for 
children  not  to  exceed  $50,000  in  cost  can  be  built 
in  accordance  with  the  outline  as  submitted  in  your 
letter  to  me  of  December  18,  1911,  a  part  of  which 
is  as  follows: 

"First.  Those  who  are  dying,  whose  parents 
are  not  able  to  provide  for  them  properly  in  their 
homes,  or  whose  social  conditions  are  such  that 
they  are  a  danger  to  other  people.  Such  dying 
children  who  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves  will 

grobably  always  be  few  in  number,  at  any  one  time, 
ut  they  should  be  provided  for  nevertheless. 
"Secondly.  -  Those  children  in  the  public 
schools  found  to  be  afflicted  with  tuberculosis  in  a 
communicable  form,  so  that  other  children  are  in 
danger.  For  these  children  accommodations 
should  be  provided  which  will  put  them  into  a 
municipal  children's  hospital  where  they  may  be 
treated  until  they  are  no  longer  sources  of  danger 
to  other  children,  when  they  may  be  returned  to 
the  public  schools. 

"Thirdly.  To  use  this  proposed  children's  hos- 
pital in  connection  with  the  out-patient  depart- 
ment and  the  medical  inspection  which  is  now 
under  way  in  the  schools,  to  get  control  of  the  bone, 
glandular  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  so  com- 
mon in  children,  so  that  diseased  children  may  be 
distributed  to  the  hospitals  equipped  with  ortho- 
pedic departments,  or  otherwi.se  cared  for." 

The  erection  of  this  children's  hospital  is  one 
of  the  most  important  things  ever  asked  for  by 
our  trustees.  It  will  accomplish  the  greatest 
good,  and  meets  with  the  approval  of  practically 
everybody  who  is  familiar  with  our  work.  It  can, 
as  has  been  stated,  be  built  complete  for  $50,000. 

If  this  appropriation  is  to  bo  made,  it  should  be 
granted  soon,  as  the  trustees  would  like  to  have 
this  children's  building  finished  so  that  it  could 
be  utilized  before  next  winter,  and  this  will  not 
be  possible,  unless  speedy  action  is  taken.  To  this 
end,  I  beg  to  request  your  good  offices  in  getting 
the  favorable  action  which  the  City  Council  in  its 
vote  of  January  27,  1912,  has  practically  promised. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Edward  F.  McSweeney,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($50,000)  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Consumptives'  Hospital  'Trustees  for  a  children's 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


linspiial.  and  Ihat  tlio  City  Trcasuri-'i'  bo  aullioiizud, 
wUli  till'  appio\'al  of  tho  Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  or 
oi-rtificiitcs  of  indebtedness  of  tlie  city  to  said 
nniount. 

Referred   to   the   Committee  on   Finance,   when 
appointed. 


PIOTITIONS   REFERRED-. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

H,  P.  Boutelle,  to  be  repaid  expense  incurred 
on  account  of  the  settling  of  sewer  in  Standish 
street. 

Donovan  &  Winch,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  44  Chauncy  street  by  breaking  of 
a  water  main. 

Mrs.  Mary  C,  Beach,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  by  water  and  oil  from  a  steam 
roller. 

Batista  Uachia,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  being  struck  while  lifting  a  barrel 
of  ashes  onto  a  team. 

The  Cunby-Beetoney  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  loss  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  city  to 
inspect  electric  wires. 

Margaret  Cunningham,  for  compensation  for 
damage  caused  by  freezing  of  water  meters  and 
consequent  freezing  and  bursting  of  pipes  at  146 
Falcon  street,  East  Boston. 

Sarah  F.  Woodworth,  for  compensation  for 
^  injuries  caused  by  her  being  knocked  down  by  a 
hospital  ambulance. 

Patrick  J.  Mahoney,  to  be  paid  wages  for  ten 
days  when  he  was  sick  on  account  of  an  accident 
which  occurred  while  he  was  employed  in  the 
Sanitary  Division. 

Vonie  E.  Brown,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  torn  by  a  pick  being  used  by  a  work- 
man digging  up  ice  in  the  street  near  sidewalk. 

Executive. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  for  ap- 
proval of  certain  changes,  etc.,  in  elevated  struc- 
ture on  Atlantic  avenue  opposite  Rowe's  Wharf 
(plan  29124) . 

Louis  Epple,  Secretary  of  Licensing  Board,  to  be 
paid  S5_0  for  payment  of  witness  fees,  etc. 
,      Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement,  viz.: 

John  F.  Barry,  for  children  to  appear  at  Whiton 
Hal!  on  the  evening  of  February  14. 

Morris  Camberg,  for  children  to  appear  at 
Grand  Opera  House  on  March  17. 

F.  Lyman  Clark,  for  children  to  appear  at  Den- 
nison  House  on  evenings  of  February  16  and 
March  7. 

Edith  Guerrier,  for  children  to  appear  at  North 
Bennet  Hall  on  evening  of  February  15. 

Highland  Gun  Club,  for  license  to  use  grounds 
in  Ward  26  for  trap  shooting. 

Unclaimed  Baggage. 

Boston  Terminal  Company,  for  leave  to  sell 
unclaimed  baggage. 

President  ATTRIDGE  appointed  as  a  special 
committee  on  Unclaimed  Baggage,  Councilors 
Ballantyne  and  McDonald. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses — recommending 
that  the  same  be  granted  to  ninety-seven  news- 
bo.vs,  five  bootblacks  and  two  vendors. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  approving  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Charles  H.  Cole  as  Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file.  ' 


NOTICES   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners of  hearing  on  February  20  on  petition 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  on 
proposed  changes  at  Rowe's  Wharf  Station. 


Notice  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Port  of  Boston  of  hearing  on  February  15,  on 
petition  of  Palmer  &  Parker  Company  for  license 
to  build  a  bulkhead  on  the  south  channel  of  Mystic 
river  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter- 
named  parties  that  the  following  named  build- 
ings were  occupied  for  the  storage  of  explosives, 
and  of  intention  to  continue  such  use  for  the 
ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Manning's  (Incorporated),  113  Brighton  avenue, 
Ward  25. 

C.  G.  Howes  Company,  80-84  Braintree  street. 
Ward  25. 

Shea  &  Smith,  331  Washington  street.  Ward  25. 

James  A.  Finley,  rear  20  Franklin  street.  Ward 
25. 

Ensign  Manufacturing  Company,  19  Brooks 
street.  Ward  25. 

Culhane  &  Cashman,  360  Cambridge  street. 
Ward  25. 

The  Texas  Company,  258  Southampton  street, 
Ward  17. 

Placed  on  file. 


VOTE  CONCERNING  ARLINGTON  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 
Real  Estate  Exchange  and  Auction  Board, 

Boston,  February  9,  1912. 
Boston  City  Council, 

John  J.  Attridge,  President: 
Gentlemen, — I  am  instructed  to  inform  you 
that  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
■Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Real 
Estate  Exchange  and  Auction  Board  on  the 
extension  of  Arlington  street  was  read  and  duly 
considered  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  this 
exchange,  aU  present  but  one,  held  February  5, 
and  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee 
be    accepted    and    its    recommendations    adopted 
and  that  the   City  Council  be   informed  of   the 
action  of  this  Board  on  the  matter. 
Respectfully  yours, 

F.  H.  ViAux,  Secretary. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


CLAIM   OF   DEXTER   BROTHERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Public  Works  Department, 

February  12,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

In  accordance  with  the  inclosed  letter  of  Dexter 
Brothers  Company,  addressed  to  this  department, 
and  attached  report  of  the  claim  agent  of  this 
department,  I  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
by  the  Committee  on  Claims  of  a  vote  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  claim  for  damage  caused  by 
flooding  of  store,  103-105  Broad  street,  corner  of 
Wendell  street,  on  night  of  January  15,  1912, 
caused  by  breaking  of  water  pipe  in  Wendell  street, 
by  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  $1,272.98,  the  actual 
net  loss,  as  determined  by  our  claim  agent,  after 
careful  investigation  in  connection  with  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  claimant. 

Respectfully, 

L.     I\.    ROURKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
(Annexed  were  the  communications  referred  to.) 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 


COMMUNICATION     FROM     CHARLES     D. 
DALY. 

The  following  was  received: 

107  Academy  Hill  Road, 

Brighton,  February  7,  1912. 
The  City  Clerk, 

City  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  file  with  you 
herewith  attached,  a  statement  of  my  answers  to 
the  specific  reasons  given  by  Mayor  Fitzgerald  for 
my  removal  from  the  office  of  Fire  Commissioner 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Very  respectfully, 

Ch.\bles  D.  Daly. 


FEBRUARY    16,    1912. 
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An  Answer  to  the  Specific  Keasons  Given  by 
Mayor  Fitzgerald  op  the  City  of  Boston 
FOR  THE  Removal  of  Charles  D.  Daly 
FROM  THE  Office  of  Fire  Commissioner  of 
THE  City  of  Boston. 

First  Specific  Reason. 
"For  your  failure  to  approve  of  chapter  738  of 
the  Acts  of  1911,  being  an  act  to  authorize  the 
City  of  Boston  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  annually  to 
John  J.  Carney,  a  copy  of  which  act  is  herewith 
inclosed,  said  act  having  been  accepted  by  the  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  approved  by 
the  Mayor." 

In  answer  to  the  above  reason  I  herewith  file  a 
letter  sent  to  Mayor  Fitzgerald  on  November  14, 
1911,  fully  setting  forth  all  aspects  of  the  Carney 
case.  This  letter  constitutes  the  complete  answer 
to  this  specific  reason. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor: 

Sir, — I  deeply  regret  that  it  is  impossible  for  this 
office  to  approve  of  a  pension  in  the  case  of  former 
Ladderman  John  J.  Carney. 

As  a  matter  of  sympathy  no  person  is  more 
ready  to  contribute  to  the  alleviation  of  circum- 
stances causing  misfortune  to  any  former  member 
of  this  department  than  the  writer. 

As  a  matter  of  principle  involving  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city  and  the  department,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  this  office  to  approve  a  pension  in  this  ease. 
As  stated  in  my  letter  of  September  1.5,  1911, 
Carney  entered  this  department  as  a  probationer 
November  26,  1909.  He  became  incapacitated  for 
further  service  previous  to  completing  his  pro- 
bationary period.  This  incapacity  arose  outside 
of  the  line  of  duty  and  fropi  natural  causes,  rather 
than  through  conditions  due  to  the  fire  service. 

The  department  gave  Carney  one  year's  leave 
of  absence.  It  appearing  then  that  he  was  not 
improving  and  would  never  be  available  for  fire 
service,  he  was  dropped  from  the  rolls. 

Careful  investigation  showed,  and  I  understood 
it  to  be  the  opinion  of  your  Honor,  that  Carney's 
case  did  not  come  under  the  General  Pension  Act. 
The  General  Court  was  appealed  to,  and,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Council,  the  Mayor  and  Fire 
Commissioner,  the  City  of  Boston  was  authorized 
to  pension  Carney. 

In  the  opinion  of  this  office,  special  acts  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  pensioning  particular  cases 
which  do  not  come  under  the  General  Pension  Act 
are  to  be  deprecated.  The  approval  of  such  acts 
by  the  authorities  involved  will  establish  a  prece- 
dent for  numerous  ca.ses,  past  and  future,  which  do 
not  come  under  the  General  Pension  Act. 

If  these  cases  are  approved  it  will  result  that  the 
General  Pension  Act  will  be  meaningless,  and  that 
pensions  in  the  Boston  Fire  Department  will  be  by 
special  act  of  the  Legislature  rather  than  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  a  general  act  established  by 
the  state  after  careful  and  adequate  discussion. 

Aside  from  the  undesirable  aspects  of  special 
legislation  of  this  character  it  does  not  appear  to 
this  office  that  this  particular  case  should  receive 
its  approval.  The  incapacity  was  not  received  in 
the  line  of  duty,  and  is  due  to  natural  causes 
rather  than  Fire  Department  conditions. 

Carney  did  not  complete  his  probationary 
period.  The  department  physician  certified  that 
his  incapacity  arose  from  natural  causes,  and  not 
from  causes  incident  to  the  fire  service. 

To  approve  a  pension  under  such  circumstances 
would  merely  result  in  opening  the  pension  funds 
of  the  Fire  Department  to  many  ca.ses,  past  and 
future,  who.se  only  claim  to  consideration  would 
be  the  sympathy  which  they  very  naturally  and 
properly  command. 

In  order  that  such  relief  as  is  properly  available 
might  be  extended  to  Carney,  I  have  had  his  case 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Boston  Firemen's 
Relief  Fund.  At  the  last  meeting  they  voted  that 
upon  application  he  should  receive  $25  per  month. 
I  understand  that  the  Fire  Department  Charitable 
Association  has  also  extended  certain  relief  to 
Carney. 

I  trust  that  the  above  has  made  clear  the  fact 
that  a  matter  of  principle  prevents  the  approval  of 
this  office  to  the  special  act  pensioning  Carney. 
This  principle  involves  a  precedent  for  numerous 
cases  in  the  past  and  doubtless  in  the  future. 

The  circumstances  in  this  case,  of  themselves, 
do  not  warrant  approval  of  the  act.  On  account 
of  all  the  above  it  is  not  justifiable  or  proper  to 
approve  the  pension. 

Very  respectfully, 
Charles  D.  Daly, 
November  14,  1911.  Fire  Commissioner. 


Second  Specific  Reason. 
"For  your  failure  to  make  appointments  to  the 
fire-fighting  force  of  your  department  of  persons 
in  accordance  with  their  rating  as  certified  to  you 
by  the  Civil  Service  Commission  of  the  Common- 
wealth, said  persons  being  qualified  educationally, 
mentally  and  physically,  and  having  precedence 
on  the  list  of  those  from  among  whom  appoint- 
ments were  made  by  you  and  sent  to  the  Mayor 
for  approval." 

In  answer  to  the  second  specific  reason,  I  here- 
with submit  the  following: 

"In  order  that  there  should  be  no  opportunity 
for  the  use  of  favoritism  or  influence,  candidates 
for  the  Fire  Department  were  examined  by  num- 
ber, without  any  knowledge  of  their  names  or 
addresses.  After  examination  the  department 
physician  and  the  Fire  Commissioner  compared 
results  and  selected  the  best  men  by  number.  It 
was  customary  for  the  secretary  to  keep  the 
numbers  and  names." 

"The  following  report  from  the  department 
physician  shows  that  four  out  of  the  five  men  at 
the  head  of  the  list  were  unfitted  for  fire  duty. 
It  further  shows  that  only  the  best  men  were 
chosen.  The  five  chosen  by  the  Mayor  were 
marked  by  the  department  physician  90,  0,  0,  0,  0. 
"The  five  chosen  by  the  Fire  Commissioner  were 
marked  by  the  physician  100,  100,  100,  100,  90." 

"These  marks  should  be  a  matter  of  record  at 
Fire  Headquarters." 

"The  men  appointed  by  the  Mayor  were  known 
to  the  department  physician  as  Nos.  1,  2,  18, 
19  and  20." 

"The  Fire  Commissioner  after  examining  these 
last  four  men  concurred  with  the  department 
physician  in  the  opinion  that  they  were  not 
qualified  for  the  fire  service." 


City  of  Boston, 
Headquarters  Fire  Department, 

December  30,  1911 
Charles  D.  Daly,  Esq., 

Fire  Commissioner: 
Sir, — I  respectfully  report  that  I  have  examined 
the    following    applicants    for    admission    to    this 
department,  known  to  me  as  follows: 

No.    1,   31  years  old,   144    pounds,    5    feet    6 
inches,  90. 

No.  2,  23  years  old,  135  pounds,  5  feet  6  inches,  0. 

No.    3,   23   years   old,    153|   pounds,    5   feet   8J 
inches,  100. 

No.    4,    23    years    old,   165    pounds,   5    feet    9j 
inches,  100. 

No.    5,    27   years  old,    150     pounds,    5   feet   6^ 
inches,  95. 

No.    6,   25   years   old,    150   pounds,    5    feet    5J 
inches,  90. 

No.    7,    30   years   old,    150   pounds,    5    feet,   8J 
inches,  100. 

No.    8,    24   years   old,    149   pounds,    5   feet    lOi 
inches,  100. 

No.    9,    26   years    old,    135   pounds,    5    feet   SJ 
inches,  90. 

No.    10,   23   years   old,    153   pounds,   5    feet   10 
inches,  0. 

No.    U,   26  years  old,   142  pounds,   5  feet  8i 
inches,  90. 

No.   12,   23  years  old,    142  pounds,   5  feet   lOi 
inches,  100. 

No.   13,  27  years    old,   155  pounds,    5  feet   10 
inches,  100. 

No.   14,   29  years  old,   160  pounds,   5  feet   5i 
inches,  100. 

No.    15,    25   years   old,    142   pounds,    5   feet   6j 
inches,  90. 

No.    16,   26    years   old,   142   pounds,   5  feet   6 
inches,  90. 

No.   17,   25  years  old,   140  pounds,   5  feet  SJ 
inches,  90. 

No.    18,   27   years   old,    125   pounds,    5   feet   6^ 
inches,  0. 

No.    19,   29  years  old,   127  pounds.   5  feet   6} 
inches,  0. 

No.    20,  24  years  old,   130  pounds,   5  feet  53 
inches,  0. 

In  my  opinion   Nos.   2,   10,   18,   19   and   20  are 
physically  deficient. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
R.  W.  Spragde, 

Medical  Examiner. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Thi*    i'oHowinji   are    (ho    luunoy   aiul    uunibors   of 
the  candidates; 


In  the  Okdek  Keceived 
FROM  Civil  Service. 


Humphrey  J.  Desmond. . 
Edward  N.  Montgomery 

John  T.  McPhee 

John  J.  McGHnchy 

Patrick  J.  O'Donnell. . . . 
Timothy  D.  Donahue. . . 

Edward  L.  Rand 

Joseph  M.  May 

Stephen  Gallivan 

John  T.  Hackett 

William  J.  Welch 

James  C.  Harrington. . . . 

Michael  T.  Fleming 

Leo  Haider 

William  E.  Clahane 

Francis  J.  McCarthy. . . . 

M.  Joseph  Kinsella 

John  J.  Counihan 

Francis  X.  Dolan 

Bernard  J.  Hallberg 


ft 

< 


1 

20* 

2* 
19* 

3 
18* 

4 
17 

5 
16 

6t 
15 

7 
14t 

8t 
13t 

9 
12t 
10 
11 


Jan.  1 

Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 


*  Found  physically  deficient  by  both  the  depart- 
ment physician  and  the  Fire  Commissioner. 

t  Appointed  by  Fire  Commissioner  and  rated 
100,  100,  100,  100,  90,  by  the  department  physician. 

The  above  shows  that  the  appointments  made 
by  me  were  all  made  in  good  faith  and  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  service. 

Third  Specific  Reason. 

"For  your  failure  to  cooperate  with  the  Fire 
Prevention  Commission,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Mayor  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing about  needed  reforms  in  the  Fire  Department. ' ' 

In  answer  to  the  third  specific  reason  I  herewith 
record  the  following  facts: 

1.  Upon  the  invitation  of  the  Fire  Hazard 
Commission  I  met  with  that  body,  answered  all 
its  questions  and  furnished  it  with  exhaustive  data 
with  respect  to  the  fire  protection  of  the  city. 

2.  At  the  request  of  that  body  I  made  a  study 
of: 

(a.)  The  numerical  strength  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  1911,  as  compared  vrith  its  numerical 
strength  in  1905. 

(6.)  The  subject  of  men  detailed  from  the  fire- 
fighting  force. 

(c.)     The  expediency  of  the  drill  school. 

id.)     Other  minor  questions. 

3.  At  the  request  of  that  body  I  took  it  upon  a 
tour  of  inspection  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department, 
proceeding  to  such  houses  as  the  commission 
requested. 

4.  At  the  invitation  of  the  Mayor  I  conferred 
with  the  Fire  Hazard  Commission  and  the  Mayor, 
and  agreed  witli  them  that  certain  improvements, 
similar  to  those  recommended  by  the  Na1:.ional 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  should  be  made  in: 

(a.)     The  fire  alarm  system. 
(b.)     The  motor  apparatus. 


5.  At  (lie  rciiucst  of  the  Mayor's  secretary  I 
subniitlcd  lo  I  he  Mayor's  office  a  statement  of  the 
funds  ncrcNsaij'  to  carry  out  these  improvements 
and  I  rcciucsteil  that  the  Mayor  supply  such  funds 
from  the  Keserve  Fund  of  the  city. 

0.  At  the  request  of  the  Mayor  and  pursuant  to 
the  above  I  invited  the  Fire  Hazard  Commission 
to  confer  with  me  at  my  office. 

All  the  above  was  done  in  the  interests  of  har- 
mony and  progress,  in  disregard  of  the  fact  that  the 
Fire  Hazard  Commission  was  a  body  without 
either  authority  or  responsibility,  who  had  devoted 
but  a  few  weeks  to  the  problems  of  the  fire  service  of 
Boston,  and  whose  findings,  in  so  far  as  they  were 
original,  were  unreliable. 

In  further  answer  to  the  reasons  given  for  my 
removal  from  office,  I  herewith  file  a  statement 
of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  period  I  have 
held  office.  These  matters  of  incalculable  im- 
portance to  the  fire  service  have  been  accomplished: 

1.  Legislation  for  the  establishment  of  a 
high  pressure  system  in  our  downtown  district 
has  been  effected.  The  establishment  of  this 
system  is  now  in  progress.  This  brings  up-to-date 
fire  protection  into  the  business  district  of  the  city. 

2.  Promotions  in  the  Boston  Fire  Depart- 
ment have  been  placed  on  a  carefully  worked  out 
system  of  examination  and  rating  to  be  made  by 
the  Massachusetts  Civil  Service  Commission  in 
conjunction  with  the  Fire  Commissioner.  This 
step  insures: 

(a.)     A  general  high  grade  of  officers. 
(h.)     jA    continuous    study    of    their    profession 
by  the  members  of  the  department, 
(c.)     The  elimination  of  politics. 

3.  The  Fire  Alarm  Division  has  been  reorgan- 
ized on  a  basis  of  younger  men. 

4.  A  system  of  inspection  of  buildings  has  been 
developed   and  extended. 

5.  Legislation  with  respect  to  the  construction 
of  garages  has  been  effected. 

6.  A  system  of  mutual  aid  has  been  developed 
and  is  in  operation. 

7.  A  comprehensive  scheme  has  been  developed 
and  is  in  operation  for  the  inspection  and  handling 
of  explosives,  blasting,  fires  in  the  open  air,  fire- 
works and  firecrackers. 

8.  A  sprinkler  system  and  better  fire  pro- 
tection has  been  provided  for  Fire  Headquarters. 

9.  A  new  repair  shop,  the  best  building  of  its 
kind  in  the  country,  has  been  erected. 

10.  A  school  for  the  development  of  chauffeurs 
has    been   inaugurated. 

11.  The  accounts  and  S3fstematication  of  the 
department  is  being  made  the  subject  of  a  special 
investigation  by  certified  accountants. 

12.  A  new  fireboat  has  been  put  in  service. 

13.  New  quarters  for  the  new  fireboat  crew 
and  new  quarters  for  a  new  chemical  company 
have  been  completed. 

14.  The  replacement  of  supplies  and  apparatus 
destroyed  at  the  fire  of  August  9,  1910,  has  been 
accomplished. 

15.  The  extension  of  the  building  hmits  has 
been  steadily   agitated. 

16.  Legislation  has  been  petitioned  for  with 
respect  to: 

(a.)  Shingle  roofs;  (fe.)  sprinklers;  (c.)  dry 
houses. 

17.  Motor  apparatus  has  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  investigation  by  expert  authority,  and  plans 
for  the  installation  of  motor  apparatus  have 
been  promulgated. 

18.  An  investigation  of  fire  hose  has  been  made 
bj'  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technologj'. 

19.  Land  has  been  purchased  and  plans  and 
specifications  have  been  prepared  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  fire  station  at  Oak  square  next  summer. 

20.  A  location  has  been  secured  and  plans 
and  specifications  have  been  prepared  for  establish- 
ing Fireboat  Engine  44  at  Northern  Avenue 
Bridge,  thus  effecting  a  large  saving  in  rentals. 

21.  Exceptionally  important  work  has  been 
done  in  improving  the  wiring  and  apparatus  of 
the  fire  alarm  office. 

22.  An  officers'  school  has  been  established. 

23.  The-  Hyde  Park  district  has  been  made  an 
integral  part  of  the  Boston  Department. 

In  further  answer  to  the  reasons  given  for  my 
removal  from  office,  I  herewith  state  the  following: 

1.  'The  office  of  Fire  Commissioner  came  to  me 
absolutely  unsought.  I  never  raised  a  finger  to 
secure  the  office.  I  would  not  allow  my  friends  to 
appear  before  the  Civil  Service  Commission  to 
secure  its  approval  to  my  appointment. 


FEBRUARY    16,    1912. 
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2.  When  I  took  office  my  understanding  with 
the  Mayor  was  that  I  should  have  a  free  hand, 
and  I  would  not  have  tal<en  office  under  any  other 
understanding.  When  I  found  this  was  not  to  be 
the  case  I  was  so  far  committed  tliat  I  felt,  in  jus- 
tice to  myself,  I  was  entitled  to  proceed  with  the 
administration  of  the  department  rather  than 
resign. 

In  final  answer  to  the  specific  reasons  given  for 
my  removal  from  the  office  of  Fire  Commissioner 
I  herewith  state  the  following: 

1.  That  at  all  times  tact  and  judgment  were 
exercised  by  me  to  facilitate  the  interests  of  the 
city.  Every  effort  was  made  to  work  in  harmony 
with  the  administration. 

2.  The  real  reason  for  my  removal  from  ofRee 
is  that  I  refu.sed  to  allow  the  needs  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  to  be  made  the  subject  of  politi- 
cal expediency  or  political  patronage,  and  that 
siu'h  policy  was  in  accordance  with  my  agreement 

-  with  the  Mayor  and  bound  to  be  encumbent  upon 
any  official  cognizant  of  the  huge  responsibilities 
of  the  office  of  Fire  Commissioner. 

Chari.es  D.  Daly. 
Placed  on  file. 


OVERTIME   AND   TRAVELING 

EXPENSES. 

The  following  was  received; 

Finance  Commission, 

Boston   February  13,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  its  report  to  the  General  Court, 
dated  January  23,  1912,  the  Finance  Commission 
pointed  out  various  practices  which  injuriousl.v 
affected  the  city's  interests,  such  as  the  unnecessary 
payments  for  overtime  to  city  emplo.vees  who 
receive  an  annual  salary,  the  drawing  and  spending 
of  the  city's  money  for  traveling  expenses  by  city 
officials  without  filing  an  account  afterward,  and 
the  monthly  payments  to  the  Mayor's  assistant 
secretary  of  sums  which  amounted  to  $2,903.89  in 
the  last  two  years  and  which  appear  from  the  bills 
at  the  auditor's  office  to  have  been  spent  for 
various  purposes  on  account  of  the  Mayor's  office, 
but  which  do  not  show  the  dates  upon  which  the 
money  was  spent  or  the  amounts  of  the  several 
items.  The  commission  believes  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  should  now  provide  a  remedy  for  this 
situation. 

1.     Overtime. 

The  commission  believes  it  will  be  found  neces- 
sary from  time  to  time  to  make  payments  for  over- 
time to  laborers  and  other  subordinates  who 
receive  a  weekly  wage,  but  it  also  believes  tfiat  the 
work  of  the  departments  should  be  rearranged  so 
as  to  reduce  such  pa.vments  to  a  small  amoimt. 
This  can  l>e  done  without  loss  of  efficiency  and  with- 
out an  increa.se  in  their  forces.  There  is  no  justifi- 
cation for  the  payment  of  nearly  $70,000  a  year 
for  overtime  in  a  city  like  Boston,  whose  employees 
as  a  whole  perform  much  less  work  and  receive 
much  more  pay  than  persons  in  similar  occupations 
under  private  employers.  There  is  no  excuse 
whatever  for  overtime  payments  to  city  em- 
plo.vees who  receive  annual  salaries,  especially  when 
such  payments  are  made  in  lump  sums,  as  were 
those  which  the  well-paid  employees  of  the  Mayor's 
office  have  received. 

2.  Traveling  Expenses. 
The  commission  believes  that  cit.v  officials 
should  not  be  allowed  to  travel  at  the  city's  expense 
except  for  the  transaction  of  the  city's  business  or 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  information  concerning 
some  matter  pending  in  the  city  government  or  in 
some  department  thereof.  This  matter  has  been 
passed  upon  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  the 
case  of  Waters  v.  Bonvouloir,  172  Mass.  28G, 
wherein  an  appropriation  of  money  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Mayor  of  the  cit.v  of 
Holyoke  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  from  the  con- 
tingent fund  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  committee, 
composed  of  the  Mayor  and  certain  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  attend  the  Convention  of 
American  Municipalities  in  another  state,  where 
subjects  pertaining  to  the  administration  of  cities 
were  to  be  discussed,  and  which  tlie  city  of  Holyoke 
had  received  an  invitation  to  attend,  was  declared 
illegal.  The  court  said:  "  The  purpose  apparently 
is  to  educate  the  committee  generally  with  refer- 
ence to  all  ([uestions  pertaining  to  nuinicipal 
administration  anywhere,  and  it  is  not  confined  to 
the  ascertainment  of  fact  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  concerning  questions 


actually  pending  before  the  Board.  It  is  for  the 
purpo.se  of  listening  to  or  taking  part  in  general 
discussions  concerning  municipal  administration. 
The  general  education  of  the  Mayor  and  aldermen 
upon  all  matters  relating  to  municipalities  is  not, 
we  think,  for  a  public  purpose  and  cannot  be  paid 
for  out  of  the  funds  of  the  city."  An  injunction 
issued  restraining  the  City  Treasurer  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  money  for  the  purpose. 

The  expenses  of  travel  on  legitimate  city  business 
should  be  paid  only  upon  the  submission  to  and 
approval  of  the  City  Auditor  of  itemized  bills  for 
such  expenses.  This  rule  should  be  applied  to  the 
Mayor,  the  heads  of  departments  and  other  city 
officials  and  employees.  The  city  is  a  corporation 
for  whos3  business  money  is  raised  by  taxes  levied 
on  the  entire  community,  and  every  citizen  is 
entitled  to  know  exactly  how  every  dollar  of  the 
city's  money  is  spent. 

3.  Payments  of  Unitemized  Bills. 
The  commission  also  believes  the  practice  of 
paying  to  the  Mayor's  assistant  secretary  monthly 
sums  on  unitemized  bills  should  be  stopped.  The 
Mayor's  office  expenditure  should  be  submitted 
to  the  same  scrutiny  that  the  expenditures  of  all 
other  city  departments  receive.  The  Mayor,  as 
chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  should  establish  and 
maintain  in  his  office  a  high  standard  of  accounting 
for  the  use  of  the  city's  money  and  should  compel 
all  other  departments  to  live  up  to  this  standard. 
The  Mayor's  office  should  not  remain,  as  now, 
an  object  lesson  in  laxity  of  accounting,  as  com- 
pared with  the  accounting  of  other  departments. 
The  commission  does  not  recommend  the  sub- 
mission of  accounts  in  minute  detail,  but  only  in 
such  detail  as  is  required  in  the  conduct  of  a  well- 
managed  private  business. 

Recommendations. 
The  commission  recommends  that  an  ordinance 
be  passed  providing  substantially  as  follows: 

1.  That  overtime  payments  to  employees  who 
receive  an  annual  salary,  payable  monthly  or  other- 
wise, shall  be  prohibited. 

2.  That  every  person  who  receives  from  the 
city  money  for  the  expenses  of  any  journey  shall 
file  with  the  City  Clerk  within  a  reasonable  time 
after  his  return  a  report  in  writing,  setting  forth 
the  business  transacted  for  the  city  or  the  facts 
ascertained  for  the  information  of  the  city  govern- 
ment, or  any  official  thereof,  concerning  questions 
actually  pending;  and  that  such  statement  shall 
be  printed  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Cily  Record. 

3.  That  the  City  Treasurer  shall  not  pay  any 
bill,  account  or  claim  for  traveling  expenses  or  for 
any  other  purpose,  unless  such  bill,  account  or 
claim  shows  the  dates,  items  and  amounts  of  the 
various  items,  and  they  are  approved  by  the  City 
Auditor  as  properly  chargeable  to  the  city. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  A.  Sullivan, 

Chairman. 
Referred    to    the    Committee    on    Ordinances, 
when  appointed. 


ADDITIONAL    EMPLOYEES,    COLLECTING 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received; 

Finance  Commission, 

Boston,  February  8,  1912. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, —  The  Finance  Commission  respect- 
full.y  submits  the  following  report  upon  recent 
additions  to  the  City  Collector's  force,  which  will 
involve  an  unnecessary  expense  of  $5,200  a  year. 

The  commission  examined  the  City  Collector 
on  February  7,  1912,  as  to  the  four  appointments 
made  on  Februar.y  6,  1912.  He  stated  that  the 
first  he  knew  of  the  appointees  was  when  he  read 
in  the  newspapers  that  their  appointments  were 
to  be  made.  He  had  not  previously  been  con- 
sulted by  anyone  as  to  their  selection.  The  testi- 
mony on  this  point  is  as  follows: 

Q.  .  .  .  Who  suggested  these  men  to  you  in 
the  first  instance?  A.  I  think  the  first  thing  I  heard 
about  these  men  was  froiji  seeing  their  names  in 
the  paper  and  afterwards  of  course  I  had  a  little 
curiosit.v  to  inquire  about  them  and  I  did. 

Q.  You  saw  their  names  in  the  paper  as  men 
likely  to  be  appointed  to  the  collector's  office?  A. 
Yea. 


19 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Q.  Did  j'ou  send  for  the  men  then?  A,  No, 
I  didn't. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  then?  A.  Afterwards  I 
received  applications  from  them  singly  and  then 
each  one  came  in  and  I  talked  with  them  and 
looked  them  over  and  found  out  all  I  could  from 
tliem,  from  their  statements,  and  verified  it  as 
far  as  I  thought  necessary. 

Q.  By  the  time  they  had  made  their  applica- 
tions you  knew  they  were  likely  to  be  appointed, 
didn't  you?  A.  I  didn't  know  anything  about 
it  till  afterwards. 

The  first  appointment  was  to  the  office  of 
deputj'  collector  with  an  annual  salary  of  $1,800 
a  year.  The  appointee  is  a  prominent  politican, 
having  served  as  chairman  of  his  ward  committee, 
and  he  was  appointed  without  any  definite  knowl- 
edge on  the  part  of  the  collector  as  to  his  quali- 
fications for  the  office.  The  collector  admitted 
to  the  commission  that  he  did  not  know  tlie 
previous  occupation  of  the  appointee  and  that 
he  had  never  talked  with  him  until  the  day  after 
he  was  appointed.  The  collector  said  the  appoint- 
ment was  made  for  the  purpose  of  filling  a  vacancy 
caused  by  resignation,  but  the  present  employee 
who  is  to  resign  intends  to  remain  until  the'  last 
of  this  month;  therefore  there  was  no  apparent 
reason  for  the  new  appointment  at  this  time, 
unless  it  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  anticipating 
the  passage  of  the  act  now  pending  in  the  Legis- 
lature for  placing  the  employees  of  the  Collecting 
Department  under  the  civil  service  law. 

The  second  appointment  was  to  the  office  of 
clerk  at  an  annual  salary  of  $1,000.  The  collector 
stated  to  the  commission  that  he  made  inquiries 
as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  appointee,  but  he 
could  not  name  any  person  to  whom  he  addressed 
the  inquiries  except  one  subordinate  in  his  office, 
namely,  the  cashier,  who  was  himself  appointed 
on  June  14,  1910,  as  a  reward  for  political  service 
rendered  to  the  Mayor,  and  who  is  known  to  be 
the  Mayor's  political  representative  in  the  Collect- 
ing Department.  The  collector  said  to  the  com- 
mission that  he  was  satisfied  that  the  appointee 
was  qualified,  but  he  could  not  give  the  reasons 
for  his  belief.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know  the 
former  occupation  of  the  appointee,  nor  did  he 
know  whether  he  had  ever  been  employed  in  the 
Collecting  Department  before,  although  he 
thought  he  had  been.  The  appointee  in  question 
was  employed  in  the  Collecting  Department  on 
May  21,  1906,  and  was  discharged  on  March  23, 
1908.  'The  fact  that  the  collector  did  not  know 
that  the  appointee  had  been  previously  employed 
in  the  office  shows  that  he  knows  httle  about  the 
affairs  of  the  department,  and  indicates  that  the 
appointees  are  not  of  his  own  choosing  but  are 
forced  upon  him. 

The  third  appointment  was  to  the  office  of  clerk 
at  an  annual  salary  of  $1,400.  The  collector  said 
he  had  made  inquiries  as  to  his  qualifications,  but 
could  not  name  any  person  to  whom  he  addressed 
such  inquiries,  except  the  cashier.  The  collector 
said  to  the  commission  that  he  thought  the  new 
appointee  had  qualifications  which  would  make 
him  better  than  the  average  clerk,  but  he  could  not 
state  the  reasons  upon  which  this  opinion  was 
based.  He  said  he  did  not  know  that  the  appointee 
had  formerly  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  later  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
or  that  he  had  been  prominent  in  politics;  although 
these  are  facts  which  are  generally  known  and  could 
easily  have  been  ascertained  by  the  collector. 

The  fourth  appointment  was  to  the  office  of  clerk 
at  an  annual  salary  of  $1,000.  The  collector  said 
to  the  commission  that  he  made  inquiries  as  to 
this  appointee's  qualifications,  but  could  not  name 
any  persons  to  whom  he  addressed  these  inquiries, 
except  the  cashier  and  the  real  estate  clerk  in  his 
department.  He  said  he  did  not  know  that  the 
appointee  had  formerly  been  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  could  not 
tell  what  his  previous  occupation  had  been. 

All  of  the  four  appointees  in  question  have  been 
active  in  politics  and  have  been  supporters  of  the 
Mayor.  'The  collector  said  that  he  did  not  know 
about  their  political  affiliations  or  activities,  al- 
though he  said  he  assumed  they  were  all  Demo- 
crats and  added  that  "naturally  they  would  be." 
He  could  not  tell  the  commission  why  he  8id  not 
inquire  of  the  former  employers  of  these  appointees 
as  to  their  qualifications  for  the  offices  to  which  he 
appointed  them,  nor  could  he  tell  the  commission 
why  he  did  not  try  to  get  the  names  of  persons  other 
than  these  four  appointees  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  they  were  better  qualified  for 


the  offices  than  the  four  persons  who  were  ap- 
pointed. 

If  the  collector  had  desired  to  procure  the 
appointments  of  the  persons  best  qualified  for 
the  offices  in  question,  he  would  have  prepared  an 
extended  list  of  persons  who  seemed  adapted  for 
the  work,  and  would  have  inquired  of  the  former 
employees  of  such  persons  as  to  their  character 
and  qualifications.  Instead  of  taking  this  neces- 
sary precaution  for  the  protection  of  the  city's 
interests  he  confined  his  examination  to  the  appli- 
cations of  the  four  persons  who  were  appointed, 
and  his  examination  was  superficial  in  the  extreme. 
The  commission  believes  that  all  four  appoint- 
ments were  made  for  political  purposes  with  the 
intention  of  securing  these  offices  prior  to  the 
placing  of  the  appointees  of  the  Collecting  Depart- 
ment under  civil  service  rules;  otherwise  the 
appointments  would  have  been  delayed  until 
the  pending  act  became  effective. 

The  former  Finance  Commission  investigated 
the  Collecting  Department  and  made  a  report 
thereon  dated  October  24,  1907  (Finance  Com- 
mission Report,  Volume  1,  pages  57-67).  The 
commission  found  at  that  time  that  the  depart- 
ment's pay  rolls  had  been  loaded  up  for  political 
purposes  and  that  the  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment were  greatly  in  excess  of  actual  needs. 
The  number  of  employees  in  the  department  on 
April  30,  1907,  was  83  and  the  expenditures  for  the 
year  1907-08  were  $159,867.40.  There  was  a 
change  of  administration  in  1908  and  the  number 
of  employees  in  1908-09  was  reduced  to  54  and 
the  expenditures  to  .$124,019.53.  In  the  follow- 
ing year,  1909-10,  the  number  of  employees  was 
increased  to  59  and  the  expenditures  to  $126,449.97. 
This  year  marked  the  beginning  of  a  return  to 
the  former  wasteful  system  of  administration 
that  existed  in  the  years  1906-07  and  1907-08. 
In  the  year  1910-11  the  number  of  employees  was 
increased  from  59  to  70,  and  the  expenditures 
increased  to  $132, ,570.31.  In  the  year  1911-12 
the  number  of  permanent  employees  was  70  on 
April  30,  1911,  but  since  has  been  increased  to  72. 
The  expenditures  for  1911-12  were  $134,589.33, 
an  increase  of  about  $2,000  over  the  previous 
year  and  of  more  than  $8,000  over  the  year 
1909-10. 

The  collector  has  submitted  an  estimate  for  the 
year  1912-13  of  $147,500,  which  is  at  least  $17,500 
more  than  the  department  would  need  under  an 
eflicient  business  administration.  The  former 
Finance  Commission  reported  (Finance  Commis- 
sion Report,  Volume  1,  page  66)  that  "a  large 
commercial  company  would  undoubtedly  do  the 
work  of  the  Collecting  Department  for  less  than 
$100,000  per  annum,"  but  added  that  "a  political 
corporation,  such  as  the  City  of  Boston,  cannot 
reasonably  be  expected  to  manage  all  its  affairs 
with  the  same  economy  as  a  well  managed  private 
company,"  and  recommended  that  the  department 
be  conducted  thereafter  at  an  expenditure  not 
exceeding  $120,000  a  year.  The  present  commis- 
sion believes  that  an  annual  expenditure  of 
$120,000  was  sufficient  for  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment prior  to  the  extensive  installation  of  water 
meters.  An  additional  allowance  should  now  be 
made  for  the  increased  clerical  work  resulting  from 
the  quarterly  collection  of  water  rates  in  cases 
where  meters  are  installed,  as  in  such  cases  four 
collections  are  required  annually  instead  of  the 
single  collection  which  was  made  before  such  meters 
were  installed.  An  allowance  should  also  be  made 
for  the  additional  cost  resulting  from  the  admis- 
sion of  Hyde  Park  as  a  part  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
but  the  commission  believes  that  a  liberal  allow- 
ance for  the  increased  work  resulting  from  these 
two  causes  would  be  $10,000  a  year  and  that 
$130,000  a  year  would  be  more  than  ample  for  the 
needs  of  the  department. 

The  commission  recommends: 

1.  That  the  four  appointments  made  on 
February  6,  1912,  be  revoked. 

2.  That  no  appointments  be  made  until  an 
absolute  necessity  is  shown  therefor. 

3.  'That  future  appointments  as  they  become 
necessary  be  made  fiom  the  civil  service  lists. 

4.  That  the  Mayor  cut  down  the  estimate  of 
the  Collecting  Department  for  the  year  1912-13 
from  $147,500  to  $130,000;  and  that  in  the  event 
of  the  Mayor  permitting  the  estimate  to  stand, 
the  City  Council  cut  the  appropriation  to  $130,000. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  A.  Suluvan, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


FEBRUARY    16,    1912. 
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LIGHTING   EQUIPMENT   BIDS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Finance  Commission, 
Boston,  February  14,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — On  December  16,  1911.  the  Supply 
Department  advertised  for  bids  for  furnishing  in- 
verted or  upright  gas  incandescent  mantle  lamps 
complete;  for  alternative  bids  for  lamps  (whether 
upright  or  inverted,  not  specified)  without  the 
following  parts,  namel.v,  outside  lever,  lever  tap 
or  gas  cock  casting  complete,  auxiUary  pilot,  in- 
dicator on  reflector;  and  for  another  set  of  bids  for 
the  sale  or  lease  of  lamps  "and  suitable  equipment" 
on  terms  and  conditions  to  be  stated  by  the  bidders. 

On  January  24,  1912,  bids  were  received,  as 
shown  in  the  following  condensed  schedule: 

Schedule  of  Bids  Received  January  24,  1912, 
FOR  11,000  Gas  Mantle  Lamps. 

Group  I.     Inverted  Mantle  Lamp  Complete. 
Ehrlich  &  Graetz,  120  candle  power,  .$6.23  each. 
Novelty    Manufacturing    Company,     120    candle 

power,  $5.95  each. 
United  Gas  Light  and  Manufacturing  Company, 

120  candle  power,  $5  each. 

Group   II.      Alternative    Bid,    Gas    Mantle    Lamps 

With  Certain  Parts  Omitted. 
Lundin  Electric  and  Machine  Company,  $6  each. 
Ehrlich  &  Graetz,  .S5.20  each. 
Novelty  Manufacturing  Company,  $4.95  each. 
United  Gas   Light  and   Manufacturing   Company, 
$4.40  each. 

Group  III.     Automatic   Gas  Lighting   Attachment. 
Automatic    Gas    Lighting    Equipment    Company, 

$12  each.    (Installation  at  cost  plus  10  per  cent.) 

Lantern,  $6,  cross-arm,  50  cents;  complete,  $6.50 

each.     Total,  $18.50. 
Pressure  Lighting  Company,  for  automatic  device 

and  lantern   complete,  plus  $1  per  year  royalty 

for  ten  (10)  years,  $14.50. 

Group  IV.     Upright  Lamps. 

Rising  Sun  Street  Lighting  Company,  for  lantern 
and  burner,  complete  and  installed  on  lamp, 
with  the -conditions  that  the  city  should  operate 
the  lamps  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and  if  the 
cost  of  such  operation  should  exceed  $22.30  per 
lamp  year,  the  Rising  Sun  Company  should 
have  the  right  to  repurchase  the  lamps  at  the 
price  paid  by  the  city,  and  in  that  event  the 
city  must  make  a  contract  with  the  company 
for  street  lighting  at  a  rate  of  $22.30  per  lamp 
■  year,  for  a  period  of  five  years — $9.50. 

Automatic  Gas  Lighting  Equipment  Company, 
lantern  and  cross-arm  complete,  $6.50. 

Pressure  Lighting  Company,  for  lantern  and 
burner  complete,  $6.35. 

Group  V.     Lease  of  Gas  Lighting  Equipment. 
Rising  Sun  Street  Lighting  Company  will  lease  at 
price   to   be   agreed   upon.     Agreement  to   light 
as  at  present,  $22.30  for  a  period  of    five  years 
from  August  1,  1912. 
Automatic  Gas  Lighting  Equipment  Company  will 
.     lease  at  the  rate  of  $2.50  per  year  per  lamp,  for 
a   period   of   five   years,    an   automatic   lighting 
machine,  and  will  also  lease  for  the  same  period 
a  lantern   and    burner   complete   for   $3.50   per 
year. 

At  the  request  of  the  Finance  Commission  its 
engineer,  Mr.  Guy  C.  Emerson,  has  analyzed  these 
bids.  Lie  believes  all  the  bid^  except  those  in 
Group  No,  I.,  should  be  rejected  for  reasons  shown 
in  an  appendix  hereto,  marked  A.  He  also  recom- 
mends the  rejection  of  one  of  the  bids  in  Group 
No.  I.,  namely,  that  of  the  Novelty  Manufacturing 
Company  ($5.95),  as  he  believes  the  superiority  of 
the  Ehrlich  &  Graetz  lamp,  which  was  offered  for 
$6.23,  is  considerably  more  than  the  28  cents  dif- 
ference between  the  prices  of  the  two  lamps.  The 
lamp  of  the  United  Gas  Light  &  Manufacturing 
Company  appears  to  be  inferior  in  design  and 
construction  to  that  of  the  Ehrlich  &  Graetz  Com- 
pany, but  it  is  $1.23  cheaper  and  if  it  should  be 
adopted  the  city  would  save  $13,530  on  the  cost 
of  the  11,000  lamps  required.  But  the  saving  of 
$13,530  on  the  cost  of  the  lamps  would  be  slight 
in  comparison  with  the  ultimate  loss  if  the  lamps 
should  prove  unfit  for  the  service  intended.  More- 
over, great  inconvenience  would  be  caused  to  the 


public  during  the  operation  of  the  unsatisfactory 
lamps.  Therefore  the  cheaper  lamp  should  be 
thoroughly  tested  in  actual  service  before  it  is 
adopted.  If  it  should  prove  to  be  inferior  to  the 
Ehrlich  &  Graetz  lamp  in  any  essential  particular, 
that  is,  as  to  solidity  and  durability  of  the  mate- 
rials of  construction,  faciUty  and  cost  of  main- 
tenance, or  illuminating  power,  it  should  not  be 
adopted.  An  unfit  lamp  would  not  be  cheap  at 
any  price. 

The  Ehrlich  &  Graetz  lamp  has  already  been 
tested  and  has  proved  satisfactory  to  the  city 
officials  who  are  connected  with  the  street  lighting 
.service.  It  should  bo  adopted  unless  the  cheaper 
lamp  of  the  United  Gas  Light  &  Manufacturing 
Company  sliould  prove  to  be  practically  as  efficient 
in  operation. 

Recommendations. 
The  commission  recommends: 

1.  That  the  lamp  of  the  United  Gas  Light 
and  Manufacturing  Company  be  tested  and  the 
contract  awarded  to  that  company  if  its  lamp 
proves  to  be  practically  equal  to  that  of  the 
Ehrlich  &  Graetz  Company,  and  that  otherwise 
the  contract  be  awarded  to  the  Ehrlich  &  Graetz 
Company. 

2.  That  ail  the  bids  except  those  of  the  Ehrlich 
&  Graetz  Company  and  the  United  Gas  Light 
and  Manufacturing  Company  be  rejected. 

3.  That  the  city  enier  into  no  further  nego- 
tiations for  the  purchase  or  lease  of  the  antiquated 
plant  of  the  Rising  Sun  Company  or  of  any 
other  .second-hand  plant. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  A.  Sullivan, 

Chairman. 

Appendix  A.  —  Mr.  Emerson's  Reasons  for 
Recommending  the  Rejection  op  Bids  in 
THE  Following  Groups. 

Group  II. 

The  alternative  bids  in  Group  II.  cannot  be 
considered,  as  no  figures  are  available  regarding  the 
attachment  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  on 
these  lamps  in  order  to  make  them  complete  and 
workable. 

Group  III. 

As  regards  the  bids  in  Group  III.,  bids  for 
automatic  gas  lighting  attachments  were  not  con- 
templated when  the  specifications  were  issued  and 
no  specifications  for  such  devices  were  included. 
The  two  bids  received  do  not  indicate  that  there 
was  any  general  understanding  among  bidders 
that  proposals  for  such  equipment  were  desired, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  cither  of  the  devices  submitted 
are  as  satisfactory  or  as  low  in  price  as  some  of 
the  devices  which  are  now  being  tested  by  the  city. 
No  consideration  therefore  should  be  given  at  this 
time  to  this  group  of  proposals. 

Groiip  IV. 
For  the  reason  already  stated  in  previous  reports 
of  the  Finance  Commission  regarding  the  superior 
qualities  of  inverted  mantle  lamps,  no  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  bids  in  the  fourth 
group  for  upright  mantle  lamps.  As  there  are, 
however,  peculiarities  in  the  invitation  to  bidders 
which  made  the  situation  particularly  favorable  to 
the  submission  of  a  price  by  the  Rising  Sun  Street 
Lighting  Company  for  the  disposal  of  their  plant, 
the  price  of  $9.50  bid  by  them  is  ivorthy  of  a 
short  statement.  The  plant  for  which  they  sub- 
mit the  price  of  $9.50  per  lamp  has  been  in  use 
about  thirteen  years.  The  probable  first  cost  of 
each  lamp  to  the  company  was  not  over  $6.  The 
cost  has  undoubtedly  been  charged  off  several 
times  during  the  life  of  the  various  contracts 
which  the  company  has  obtained.  The  rental 
price,  together  with  the  price  for  replacing  worn 
and  broken  parts  under  the  agreement  by  which 
the  city  leased  these  lamps  from  May  1,  1907,  to 
August  20,  1908,  paid  the  company  about  $7  a 
year  net  profit  for  each  year  of  the  lease.  The 
price  of  $22.30  stipulated  in  their  bid  at  which 
the  city  must  either  operate  the  lamps  or  renew 
the  contract  with  the  Rising  Sun  Company 
is  impossible  to  obtain  for  the  type  of  lamp 
with  wages  at  $2.25  a  day.  The  proposal  made  is 
in  my  opinion  an  absurd  one  and  no  offer  for  buy- 
ing upright  mantle  lamps  by  the  city  should  be 
considered.     In  case  by  any  mistake  in  judgment 
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the  rity  shinild  (Iclcnuino  to  buy  scooiid-hand 
upr'.ght  miiuUe  lamps,  the  purchase  price  shouUl 
be  very  miipli  below  $6  per  lamp. 

Group  V. 

As  regards  Group  V.,  a  proposal  to  light  the 
city  for  a  ten-year  period  for  $22.30  per  lamp 
vear  has  already  been  rejected  by  the  City  Council. 
The  lease  of  1907  and  190S,  «2  per  year  for 
rental  and  2  cents  per  lamp  per  night  for  replac- 
ing broken  parts,  amounting  to  I$i).;j0  per  lamp 
T,-ear,  which  lease  gave  the  company  a  return  of 
about  $7  per  year  net,  or  more  than  the  first  cost 
of  the  lamps  of  the  type,  is  a  warning  against 
leasing  a  plant. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  profit  of  the 
Rising  Sun  Company  under  the  various  contracts 
which  it  has  held  with  the  city  during  the  past 
twentj'-three  years,  it  is  certain  that  the  yearly 
return  to  the  company  from  the  lease  of  the  lamps 
by  the  city  in  1907  and  1908  was  greater  than  the 
yearly  return  from  any  previous  or  subsequent 
contract.  The  lease  form  of  contract  proved  to 
be  the  most  expensive  of  any  form  of  contract 
which  the  city  has  adopted.  The  cost  to  the  city 
per  lamp  for  equipment  and  labor  was  $29  during 
the  term  of  the  lease,  or  $5.40  per  lamp  more  than 
the  Rising  Sun  Company's  present  price  for  street 
lighting. 

The  bid  of  the  Automatic  Gas  Lighting  Company 
for  $6  per  year  for  an  equipment  which  they  pro- 
posed to  sell  outright  for  $18.50  per  year  is  plainly 
exorbitant. 

Placed  on  file. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  February. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


RULES   OF   THE   CITY   COUNCIL. 

In  City  Council,  February  16,  1912. 
The    special    committee    appointed    to    prepare 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  City  Council  for 
the  current  year  report  herewith  the  accompanying 
draft. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Walter  L.  Collins,  Chairman. 

Rule  1.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  from  time  to 
time  the  regular  meeting  of  the  city  council  shall 
be  held  on  every  Monday  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
Special  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  jurors 
only  may  be  called  by  the  president  or  by  the 
city  clerk  whenever  necessary. 

President. 

Rule  2.  The  president  of  the  council  shall  take 
the  chair  at  the  hour  to  which  the  council  shall 
have  adjourned  and  shall  call  the  members  to 
order,  and,  a  quorum  being  present,  shall  proceed 
with  the  regular  order  of  business.  In  the  absence 
of  the  president  the  senior  member  by  age  present 
shall  preside  as  temporary  president  or  until  a 
presiding  officer  is  chosen. 

Rule  3.  The  president  shall  preserve  decorum 
and  order,  may  speak  to  points  of  order  in  prefer- 
ence to  other  members,  and  shall  decide  all  ques- 
tions or  order,  subject  to  an  appeal.  Any  member 
may  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and, 
when  properly  seconded,  no  other  business,  except 
a  motion  to  adjourn  or  to  lay  on  the  table,  shall 
be  in  order  until  the  question  on  appeal  has  been 
decided.     The  question  shall  be  put  as  follows: 

"Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  council?"  The  vote  shall  be  by 
a  roll  call,  and  it  shall  be  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive unless  a  majority  of  the  votes  are  to  the 
contrary. 

Rule  4.  The  president  shall  propound  all 
motions  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  moved, 
unless  the  subsequent  motion  shall  be  previous  in 
its  nature,  except  that,  in  naming  sums  and  fixing 
times,  the  largest  sum  and  the  longest  time  shall 
be  put  first. 

Rule  5.  The  president  shall,  at  the  request  of 
any  member,  make  a  division  of  a  question  when 
the  sense  will  admit. 


Rule  fi.  Tlie  president  shall,  without  debate, 
decide  all  questions  relating  to  priority  of  business 
to  be  acted  upon. 

Rule  7.  The  president  shall  declare  all  votes; 
but  if  any  member  doubts  a  vote,  the  president 
shall  cau.se  a  rising  vote  to  be  taken,  and,  when 
any  member  so  requests,  shall  cause  the  vote  to 
be  taken  or  verified  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Rule  8.  The  president  shall  appoint  all  com- 
mittees, fill  all  vacancies  therein,  and  designate 
the  rank  of  the  members  thereof. 

Rule  9.  When  the  president  of  the  council  or 
the  president  pro  tempore  shall  desire  to  vacate 
the  chair  he  may  call  any  member  to  it;  but 
such  substitution  shall  not  continue  beyond  an 
adjournment. 

Motions. 

Rule  10.  Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to 
writing  if  the  president  shall  so  direct. 

Rule  11.  A  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert 
shall  be  deemed  indivisible;  but  a  motion  to  strike 
out  being  lost  shall  not  preclude  amendment,  or  a 
motion  to  strike  out  and  insert. 

Rule  12.  No  motion  or  proposition  of  a  subject 
different  from  that  under  consideration  shall  be 
admitted  under  color  of  amendment. 

Rule  13.  When  an  order  or  resolution  relates 
to  a  subject  which  may  properly  be  examined  and 
reported  upon  by  an  existing  committee  of  the 
city  council,  such  order  or  resolution  shall,  upon 
presentation,  be  referred  to  such  committee.  When 
a  motion  is  made  to  refer  any  subject,  and  different 
committees  are  proposed,  the  motions  shall  be  put 
in  the  following  order; 

1.  To  a  standing  committee  of  the  council. 

2.  To  a  special  committee  of  the  council. 

Any  rnember  offering  a  motion,  order  or  resolu- 
tion, which  is  referred  to  a  committee,  shall  be 
given  a  hearing  on  the  same  by  the  committee 
before  a  report  is  made  thereon,  provided  he  so 
requests  at  the'  time  of  offering  the  order  or  before 
final  action  by  the  committee. 

Rule  14.  After  a  motion  has  been  put  by  the 
president  it  shall  not  be  withdrawn  except  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Rule  15.  When  a  question  is  under  debate  the 
following  motions  only  shall  be  entertained,  and 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged; 

1.  To  adjourn. 

2.  To  lay  on  the  table. 

3.  The  previous  question.  ' 

4.  To  close  debate  at  a  specified  time. 

5.  To  postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

6.  To  commit. 

7.  To  amend. 

8.  To  postpone  indefinitely. 

Rule  16.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  in  order 
at  any  time,  except  on  an  immediate  repetition, 
or  pending  a  verification  of  a  vote;  and  that  mo- 
tion, the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  the  motion 
to  take  from  the  table,  and  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Readings. 
Rule  17.  Every  ordinance,  order  and  resolu- 
tion shall,  unless  rejected,  have  two  several  read- 
ings, both  of  which  may  take  place  at  the  same 
session,  unless  objection  is  made,  provided,  how- 
ever, that  all  orders  for  the  expenditure  of  naoney 
presented  to,  or  reported  upon  by  a  committee  of, 
the  council,  shall  lie  over  for  one  week  before  final 
action  thereon.  Whenever  the  second  reading 
immediately  follows  the  first  reading  the  docu- 
ment may  be  read  by  its  title  only;  provided,  that 
all  orders  releasing  rights  or  easements  in  or  restric- 
tions on  land,  all  orders  for  the  sale  of  land  other 
than  school  lands,  all  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  other  than  for  school  purposes,  and 
all  loans  voted  by  the  city  council  shall  require 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  city 
council,  and  shall  be  passed  only  after  two  separate 
readings  and  by  two  separate  votes,  the  second  of 
said  readings  and  votes  to  be  had  not  less  than 
fourteeil  days  after  the  first. 

Reconsideration. 
I  Rule  18.  When  a  vote  has  been  passed  any 
member  may  move  a  reconsideration  thereof  at 
the  same  meeting,  or  he  may  give  notice  to  the 
clerk,  within  twenty-four  hours  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  any  meeting  except  the  final  meeting,  of 
his  intention  to  move  a  reconsideration  at  the  next 
regular  meeting;  in  which  case  the  clerk  shall 
retain  possession  of  the  papers  until  the  next 
regular  meeting. 


FEBRUARY    16,    1912. 


22 


Hulc  19.  When  a  motion  to  reconsider  has  been 
decided,  that  decision  shall  not  be  reconsidered, 
and  no  question  shall  be  twice  reconsidered  unless 
it  has  been  amended  after  the  reconsideration;  nor 
shall  any  reconsideration  be  had  upon  the  follow- 
ing motions: 

To  adjourn. 

The  previous  question. 

To  lay  on  the  table. 

To  take  from  the  table. 

To  close  debate  at  a  specified  time. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  may  be  laid  on  the  table 
or  postponed  indefinitely,  and  the  effect  of  such 
action  in  either  case  shall  be  to  defeat  the  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Conduct  of  Members. 

Rule  20.  Every  member  when  about  to  speak 
shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  and  wait  until  he  is 
recognized,  and  in  speaking  sliall  refrain  from  men- 
tioning any  other  member  by  name,  shall  confine 
himself  to  the  question  and  avoid  personalities. 
Any  member  who,  in  debate  or  otherwise,  indulges 
in  personalities  or  makes  charges  reflecting  upon 
the  character  of  another  member  shall  make  an 
apology  in  open  session  at  the  meeting  when  the 
onence  is  committed  or  at  the  next  succeeding 
regular  meeting,  and,  failing  to  do  so,  shall  be 
named  by  the  president  or  held  in  contempt  and 
suspended  from  further  participation  in  debate 
until  said  apology  is  made. 

Rule  21.  No  member  shall  speak  a  second  time 
on  a  question  if  another  member  who  has  not 
spoken  claims  the  floor,  and  no  member  .speaking 
shall,  without  his  consent,  be  interrupted  by 
another,  except  upon  a  point  of  order. 

Rule  22.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  vote 
on  any  question,  or  serve  on  any  committee,  wh?re 
his  private  right  is  immediately  concerned,  dis- 
tinct from  the  public  interest. 

Rule  23.  Every  member  who  shall  be  present 
when  a  question  is  put,  where  he  is  not  excluded 
by  interest,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  council 
for  special  reason  shall  excu.se  him.  Application 
to  be  so  excused  on  any  question  must  be  made 
before  the  council  is  divided,  or  before  the  calling 
of  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  such  application  .shall 
be  accompanied  by  a  brief  statement  of  the  reasons, 
and  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Standing  Committees. 
Rule  24.  The  following  standing  committees  of 
the  council,  to  consist  of  three  members  each, 
except  where  otherwise  herein  provided,  and  all 
other  committees,  unless  otherwise  provided  for, 
or  specially  directed  by  the  council,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair: 

1.  A  committee,  to  be  known  as  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  consist  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council. 

2.  A  committee  on  Appropriations,  to  consist 
of  all  the  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  such  appropriation  orders  as  may  be 
submitted  to  the  council  from  time  to  tim6. 

3.  A  committee  on  Claims,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  claims  against  the  city  arising  from  the  act  or 
neglect  of  any  of  its  departments.  They  shall 
report  annually  a  list  of  the  claims  awarded  or 
approved  by  them,  and  the  amount  of  money 
awarded  or  paid  in  settlement  thereof. 

4.  A  committee  on  County  Accounts,  to  con- 
sist of  three  members  of  the  council. 

5.  A  committee  on  Finance,  to  consist  of  all  the 
members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  applications  for  expenditure  which  involve  a 
loan. 

6.  A  committee  on  Inspection  of  Prisons,  to 
consist  of  five  members  of  the  council. 

7.  A  committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members  of  the  council,  who  shall, 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  appear  before  the  com- 
mittees of  the  General  Court  and  represent  the 
interests  of  the  city;  provided  said  committee 
shall  not  appear  unless  authorized  by  vote  of  the 
city  council,  and  shall  not,  unless  directed  .so 
to  do  by  the  city  council,  oppose  any  legislation 
petitioned  for  by  the  preceding  city  council. 

8.  A  committee  on  Ordinances,  to  consist  of 
all  the  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  ordinances  or  orders  concerning 
ordinances. 

9.  A  committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  to  consist 
of  five  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  concerning  the  Parkman 
property  or  the  expenditure  of  the  income  from 
the  Parkman  Fund. 


10.  A  committee  on  Printing,  to  consist  of 
three  members  of  the  council,  who  shall  have  the 
charge  of  all  printing,  advertising  or  publishing 
ordered  by  the  city  council,  as  one  of  its  contin- 
gent or  incidental  expenses,  and  the  supply  of  all 
stationery  or  binding  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
committee  shall  fix  the  number  of  copies  to  be 
printed  of  any  document  printed  as  above,  the 
minimum,  however,  to  be  400;  and  they  shall 
have  the  right  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  care,  custody  and  distribution  of  all  documents, 
books,  pamphlets  and  maps  by  the  city  messenger. 

11.  A  committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  consist 
of  three  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall 
bd  referred  all  matters  relating  to  public  lands. 

12.  A  committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief,  to  consist 
of  three  members  of  the  council. 

Order  of  Business. 
Rule  25.     At    every    regular    meeting     of     the 
council  the  order  of  business  .shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Communications  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

2.  Presentation  of  petitions,  memorials  and 
remonstrances. 

3.  Report  of  city  officers,  etc. 

4.  Unfinished  business  of  preceding  meetings. 

5.  Reports  of  committees. 

6.  Motions,  orders  and  resolutions. 

Spectators. 

Rule  26.  No  person,  except  a  member  of  the 
council,  shall  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  seat  of 
any  member  while  the  council  is  in  session. 

Rule  27.  No  per.son,  excepting  heads  of  depart- 
ments, officials  connected  with  the  city  council 
and  reporters,  shall  be  allowed  in  the  anteroom  or 
upon  the  floor  of  the  council  chamber  while  the 
council  is  in  ses.sion.  Spectators  will  be  allowed 
in  the  gallery  of  the  council  chamber  when  the 
council  is  in  session,  and  no  one  will  be  admitted 
to  said  gallery  after  the  seats  are  occupied.  The 
city  messenger  shall  enforce  this  rule. 

Burial  Grounds. 
Rule  28.  No  permission  for  the  use  of  land  for 
the  purpose  of  burial  shall  be  granted  until  a 
public  hearing  shall  have  been  given  by  the  city 
council,  after  due  notice  has  been  served  upon 
abutters,  on  the  application  for  such  permission. 

Smoking  in  the  Council  Chamber. 
Rule  29.     No  smoking  shall  be  allowed  in  the 
council  chamber  when  the  council  is  in  session. 

Meetings. 
Rule  30.  No  meeting  of  any  committee  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  all  members  thereof,  be 
called  upon  less  notice  than  twenty-four  hours 
from  the  time  the  clerk  shall  have  mailed  the 
notices  or  dispatched  them  by  special  messenger. 

Form  of  Votes. 
Rule  31.  In  all  votes  the  form  of  expression 
shall  be  "Ordered"  for  everything  by  way  of 
command,  and  the  form  shall  be  "Resolved"  for 
everything  expressing  opinions,  principles,  facts 
or  purposes. 

Transfers  and  Loans. 
Rule  32.  Every  application  for  an  additional 
appropriation,  to  be  provided  for  by  transfer  or 
loan,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  and  no  such  additional 
appropriation  shall  be  made  until  the  said  com- 
mittee have  reported  thereon. 

Amendment  and  Suspension. 

Rule  33.  The  foregoing  rules  shall  not  be 
altered,  amended,  suspended  or  repealed  at  any 
time,  except  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  the  city  council  present  and  voting 
thereon. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE, 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ANNUITY   FOR   MR,S.    DINEEN. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  85 
of  ihe  Acts  of  1912,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  for 
a  period  of  ten  years  to  Elizabeth  J.  Dineen, 
widow  of  Daniel  T.  Dineen,  a. member  of  the  Fire 
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Di'partn\ont  who  dicil  from  injuries  received  while 
in  the  perforiunneo  of  his  duty,  Uie  sum  of  tlireo 
hundred  (h)llars  annually  in  equal  monthly  instal- 
ments, proviiled,  however,  tliat  said  payments 
shall  cease  in  case  the  widow  remarries  within 
said  period  of  ten  years;  the. amounts  paid  under 
authority  of  this  order  to  be  charged  to  tlie  appro- 
priation for  Fire  Department,  Pensions. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  on  motion 
of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE. 


EXPENSE   OP   HEARINGS,   ETC. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  several  committees  of  the  City  Council  be 
authorized  to  give  hearings  at  their  discretion  on 
matters  referred  to  them,  the  expense  of  the  same 
and  the  expense  of  hearings  which  may  be  given 
by  the  City  Council  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  City  Council,  Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed. 


INDORSEMENT   OF  CHARTER. 

Coun.  HALE  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  In  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council 
the  new  city  cliarter  has  worked  well  since  going 
into  operation,  and  we  oppose  any  change  con- 
templated by  the  Legislature  this  year. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  of  the  City  Council  be  directed  to  appear 
before  the  Committee  on  Metropolitan  Affairs  of 
the  Legislature  and  oppose  any  change  in  the  new 
charter. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  don't  happen 
to  know  personally  what  changes  are  suggested 
in  the  charter.  I  should  like  to  hear  them  -before 
voting  on  the  subject. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  the 
order  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
that  there  is  any  necessity  of  having  the  order 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  We  had  an 
opinion  from  the  Corporation  Counsel  recently 
saying  that  we  had  no  right  to  either  favor  or 
oppose  legislation  as  a  body,  and  it  seems  to  me, 
as  he  is  the  legal  adviser  of  the  City  of  Boston,  we 
ought  to  take  his  opinions  seriously.  Personally 
I  am  opposed  to  this  order.  I  do  not  really  believe 
we  have  any  right,  as  a  body,  to  either  favor  or 
oppose  changes  in  the  charter.  I  hope  that  the 
order  will  be  rejected  and  not  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  We  had  a  similar  order 
last  year,  and  I  don't  know  just  what  effect  it 
had  on  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives or  the  State  Senate.  It  would  certainly  seem 
that  the  attitude  taken  on  the  subject  did  not 
bear  any  fruit,  because  the  House  passed  a  bill  to 
change  the  charter,  and  the  Senate  defeated  it, 
although  by  a  very  small  vote.  For  that  reason 
I  think  we  ought  to  let  well  enough  alone  and  let 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  the  Boston  mem- 
bers who  are  there  representing  the  interests  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  attend  to  the  matter.  They 
do  not  interfere  with  us  down  here,  and  why 
should  we  interfere  with  them  up  there?  Let 
them  vote  as  they  think  is  proper  and  right. 

The  resolution  and  order  were  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

(See  report  later.) 


COMMITTEE    ON   BRANCH    LIBRARIES. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
President  of  the  City  Council  appoint  a  special 
committee  of  three  members  to  investigate  and 
report  on  the  necessity  of  branch  libraries  and  the 
needs  of  those  now  in  existence. 

Passed,  and  President  Attridge  appointed  as 
said  committee  Coun.  Collins,  Hale,  Smith. 


EVACUATION    DAY   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
President  of  the  City  Council  appoint' a  special 
committee,  all  the  members  of  the  Council,  to  pre- 
pare a  program  for  the  celebration  of  Evacuation 
Day. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  expected  to 
come  to  Boston  on  the  17th  of  March  to  take  part 
in  the  celebration  of  Evacuation  Day,  it  has  been 


suggested  that  the  Council  appoint  a  special  com- 
mittee, and  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  in  offering 
this  order  that  it  would  be  wise  to  include  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  on  the  committee  as  a 
special  mark  of  respect  to  the  President,  'Therefore, 
I  offer  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  President  ATTRIDGE 
appointed  as  said  committee  all  the  members  of 
the  Council,  with  Coun.  Kenny  as  chairman. 


MORTUARY   PLANS,   ETC. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  plans, 
specifications  and  bids  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed mortuary  at  the  City  Hospital  be  submitted 
to  the  Council  before  the  appropriation  order  is 
acted  on. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  introduce  that 
order  because  we  have  before  us,  as  referred  to  the 
committee  to-day,  an  appropriation  of  $9,000  for 
this  building.  As  I  understand  it,  that  is  the 
third  appropriation  for  exactly  the  same  building. 
They  first  asked  for  S16,000,  then  asked  for  a  sum 
bringing  it  up  to  .$28,000,  and  now  ask  for  $9,000 
more.  That  is  the  usual  custom.  I  am  tired  of 
this  sort  of  thing,  and  I  wish,  for  one,  to  state  that 
my  vote  every  time  this  year  will  be  against  every 
single  appropriation,  loan,  improvement  or  what- 
not, until  we  have  actual  bids  before  us  to  show 
what  the  building  is  going  to  cost.  This  method 
of  appropriationg  money  for  a  building,  then  hav- 
ing the  plans  altered  and  more  money  asked  for 
from  time  to  time  on  the  same  building  is,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  the  greatest  temptation  we  have  in 
the  city  government  at  the  present  time.  It  per- 
mits of  the  slackest  kinds  of  business  methods;  it 
permits,  in  fact  it  fosters,  corruption  in  the  build- 
ing of  a  structure.  I  don't  care  what  department 
it  comes  under,  such  methods  are  lax,  and  I  cer- 
tainly trust  that  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  will 
give  us  the  fullest  information  about  this  building 
before  we  act  on  the  appropriation  of  $9,000. 

The  order  was  passed. 


OLD   SOUTH   ASSOCIATION   MANAGERS. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That 
the  Council  proceed  to  the  election  of  Managers  of 
the  Old  South  Association  in  Boston  for  the 
present  municipal  year. 

The  order  was  passed. 

The  Clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  members,  as 
their  names  were  called,  announced  their  choice  of 
John  J.  Attridge  and  Walter  L.  Collins  as  Managers 
of  the  Old  South  Association  in  Boston. 

Coun.  HALE,  when  his  name  was  called,  did  not 
vote  but  said:  Mr.  President,  what  is  the  Old 
South  Association?  If  neither  of  the  two  candidates 
for  this  great  office  can  tell  me  what  the  office  is,  I 
shall  refuse  to  vote  for  them. 

Seven  members  having  voted  for  Coun.  Attridge 
and  Collins,  they  were  declared  duly  elected 
Managers  of  the  Old  South  Association  in  Boston. 


PRINTING   OF   MUNICIPAL   REGISTER. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Statistics  Department  be  authorized,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Rules,  to  prepare 
and  have  printed  the  Municipal  Register  for  1912, 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  authorized  to 
prepare  and  have  printed  a  pocket  edition  of  the 
organization  of  the  city  government  and  heads  of 
departments;  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Documents. 

Passed. 


BUNKER   HILL   D.AY   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
President  of  the  City  Council  appoint  a  special 
committee  of  five  members  of  the  Coimcil  to  pre- 
pare a  program  for  the  celebration  of  Bunker  Hill 
Day,  June  17. 

Passed,  and  President  ATTRIDGE  appointed 
as  said  committee  Coun.  Buckley,  McDonald, 
Ballantyne,  Collins,  Coulthurst. 


FEBRUARY    16,    1912. 
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RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.18  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  0.15  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  Nos.  1  and  2, 
unfinished  business,  viz. : 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  February  5,  1912,  viz.: 

1.  Edward  A.  McGrath  and  Edward  M.  Rich- 
ardson to  be  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1912  (to  serve  without 
bonds) . 

2.  Lemuel  T.  James  and  Stephen  J.  King  to 
be  Weighers  of  Coal;  James  Carey,  Charles  F. 
Hersey.  Lemuel  T.  James  and  John  H.  Toland  to 
be  Weighers  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery; 
Henry  C.  Murphy  and  James  F.  Murphy  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal  and  Measurers  of  Wood  and 
Bark;  and  Alden  H.  Harding  to  be  a  Weigher  of 
Coal  and  a  Measurer  of  Grain;  all  for  the  term 
ending  April  .30,  1912. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee, 
Coun.  Collins  and  Smith.  Whole  number  of  ballots 
cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


LAST   YEAR'S   MATTERS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  Noa.  3,  4,  5 
and  0,  unfinished  business,  viz.: 

Action  on  the  following  matters  referred  from 
last  year: 

3.  Order  for  a  loan  of  .?30,000  for  purchase  of 
wharf  property  on  Condor  street.  East  Boston. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in  relation  to  an 
appropriation  of  $75,000  for  an  incinerator  in 
Brighton. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

4.  Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  from 
Park  Commissioners  relative  to  removal  of  wall 
at  Franklin  Park  on  Seaver  street. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

5.  Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  from 
Fire  Commissioner  and  ordinance  establishmg 
revised  building  limits. 

Resolution  in  favor  of  legislation  for  fireproof 
rocfs  on  new  buildings  and  five-foot  set-back  on 
wooden  buildings. 

Ordinance  relative  to  the  use  of  common  towels. 

The  several  ordinances  establishing  fees  for  per- 
mits for  coal  holes,  etc. 

Report  of  committee  and  ordinance  concerning 
height  and  weight  of  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Ordinance  establishing  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Department. 

Ordinance  to  establish  a  City  Planning  Com- 
mission. 

Report  of  Metropolitan  Plan  Commission. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

6.  Resolution  relative  to  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Coun.  HALE— Mr.  President,  might  it  not  be 
well  to  vote  no  further  action  on  that,  as  we  have 
already  acted  on  the  rules. 

Reconsideration  of  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules  prevailed,  and  the  Council  voted  that 
no  further  action  was  necessary. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cations from  Board  of  Election  Commissioners 
and  Board  of  Assessors  (referred  February  5) 
and  orders  for  new  divisions  of  Wards  23  and  25 
'°  the  voting  precincts,  and  a  division  by  precincts 
of  Ward  26,  and  new  division  and  precinct  lines 
for  Precincts  2  and  7  in  Ward  10— recommending 
the  passage  of  the  said  orders. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed. 

In  connection  with  the  report  Coun. 
Mcdonald   offered  the   following: 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  the  Street  Laying- 
Out  Division,  to  make  maps  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  new  divisions  of  Wards  23  and  25  in  voting 
precincts,  and  division  by  precincts  of  Ward  26; 
also  of  new  precinct  lines  for  Precincts  2  and  7  in 
Ward  10. 

The  order  was  passed. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement  —  that 
permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

John  F.  Barry,  for  children  to  appear  at  Whiton 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  February  14. 

Morris  Camberg,  for  children  to  appear  at  Grand 
Opera    House    on  March  17. 

F.  Lyman  Clark,  for  children  to  appear  at 
Denison  Hou.se  en  evenings  of  February  16  and 
March  7. 

Edith  Guerrier,  for  children  to  appear  at  North 
Bennet  Hall  on  evening  of  February  15. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  Highland  Gun  Club 
(referred  to-day)  for  license  to  use  grounds  in 
Ward  26  for  trap  shooting  —  that  license  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(4)  Report  on  petition  of  Louis  Epple,  secretary 
of  the  Licensing  Board  (referred  to-day),  that  he 
be  given  the  sum  of  $50,  the  same  being  to  enable 
him  to  make  payments  for  witness  fees,  etc. — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Licensing  Board  the  sum  of 
$50,  the  same  being  to  enable  him  to  make 
payments  for  witness  fees  and  small  items,  these 
payments  to  be  accounted  for  by  vouchers  filed 
with  the  City  Auditor  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Licensing  Board. 

Report  accepted;  order  pa.ssed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  for 
annuity  of  $300  per  year  for  ten  years  to  Elizabeth 
J.  Dineen,  widow  of  Daniel  T.  Dineen  —  that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  report  of  Committee  on  Rules 
(referred  to-day) —  recommending  the  adoption 
of  the  rules  in  a  new  draft  with  the  following 
amendments,  viz.: 

To  amend  Rule  15  by  striking  out  "3."  The 
previous  question,  so  the  numbers  in  said  rule 
shall  read  "1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7." 

To  amend  Rule  15  in  No.  3  of  said  rule-  by 
adding  to  the  words  "to  close  debate  at  a  specified 
time"  the  words  "not  less  than  ten  minutes." 

To  amend  Rule  19  by  striking  out  in  said  rule 
the  words  "The  previous  question." 

To  amend  Rule  21  by  striking  out  after  the 
words  in  the  first  line  "no  member  shall  speak" 
the  words  "a  second  time"  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  words  "more  than  once,"  and  by 
striking  out  in  the  second  line  of  said  rule  the 
word  "if"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word 
"when." 

To  amend  Rule  32  by  striking  out  in  second  line 
of  said  rule  the  words  "all  loan." 

Report  accepted,  amendments  adopted,  and 
rules  as  amended  adopted. 

(7)  Report  on  resolve  and  order  (referred 
to-day)  concerning  new  city  charter — that  the 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report  and 
adopting  the  resolution  and  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  you  will  see 
that  the  resolution  reads  that  we  are  opposed  to 
any  change  suggested  to  the  Legislature  this  .year. 
That  includes  a  reduction  in  the  signatures  neces- 
sary. I  should  like  to  say  that  I  per.sonally  am 
in  favor  of  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  signatures 
required  by  a  candidate  for  the  Council.  I  think 
the  requirement  of  5,000  names  is  a  very  severe 
one.  It  serves  no  good  purpose,  because  if  a  man 
really  wants  to  run  he  can  get  those  names  with  a 
great  deal  of  effort.  There  really  should  be  pro- 
portional voting,  in  my  humble  opinion,  allowing 
anybody  to  go  on  the  ballot  who  desires  to.  While 
that  might  result  in  some  difficulty  the  first  year, 
crowding  the  ballot,  by  the  .second  year  the  names 
would   be   weeded   out   so   that   the   ballot   would 

grobably  be  very  much  as  it  is  at  the  present  time, 
ecause  no  man  can  run  with  any  hope  of  success 
without  some  organization  in  the  city  back  of  him. 
I,  for  one,  shall  vote  against  these  resolutions 
because  of  that.  I  think  the  requirement  as  to 
the    number    of    signatures    should    be    changed. 
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Then  the  resolution  goes  on  to  say,  if  I  remember 
correctb",  at  t\w  end  tliat.  "we  autliorize  our  Com- 
mittee on  liegislative  Matters  to  appear  before 
the  Legislature  and  oppose  any  change  in  the 
eharler,"  not  "any  ehange  suggested  this  year," 
but  "any  ehange,"  being  even  more  sweeping. 
There  are  other  changes  that  I  believe  should  be 
made  in  the  charter.  For  instance,  I  believe  this 
boil\-  shoulfl  liavc  the  right  to  originate  an  appro- 
priation as  well  as  a  loan.  I  t,hink  that  change 
should  be  made  in  the  charier.  I,  therefore, 
sliould  not  want  our  I/egislative  Committee  to 
go  up  there,  representing  me,  and  say  that  we  didn't 
want  any  change  in  the  charter.  I  also  think  that- 
proportional  voting  should  be  adopted  for  the 
election  qf  members  to  this  body.  While  that 
change  has  not  been  siiggested  to  the  Legislature 
this  year  the  committee  woidd  be  instructed  to 
oppose  it  there.  There  are  other  respects  in 
which  changes  might  be  made,  perhaps  minor 
changes;  but  for  us,  after  three  elections,  to  say 
we  are  opposed  to  all  changes  in  the  charter  seems 
to  me  to  be  going  too  far.  Of  the  changes  sug- 
gested to  the  Legislature  this  year  only  one  meets 
with  my  approval,  but  I  don't  want  to  instruct 
our  committee  to  go  up  there  and  oppose  that  one. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  other  members  of  the  City  Council  are 
beginning  to  see  the  light  and  that  they  are  also 
opposed  to  these  resolutions.  I  am  very  glad  that 
Coun.  Smith  has  come  over  to  my  way  of  thinking, 
to  a  certain  degree,  because  last  j'ear  I  remember 
when  these  resolutions  were  before  this  body,  that 
I  was  the  only  one  who  was  opposed  to  them,  Coun. 
Curley  being  sick  in  the  hospital  at  that  time.  My 
principal  objection  to  the  resolutions  is  this.  I 
believe  the  members  of  the  Legislature  from  Bos- 
ton are  very  well  able  to  take  care  of  this  proposi- 
tion without  any  assistance  from  us.  We  certainly 
would  not  like  it  if  they  came  over  here  or  sent 
resolutions  down  here  indorsing  or  opposing  any 
proposition  before  the  City  Council.  I  believe  we 
should  allow  them  to  take  care  of  this  matter  with- 
out any  interference  from  us  whatsoever.  We  are 
elected  for  a  particular  duty — to  represent  the 
citizens  of  Boston  in  the  City  Council,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  advocating  any  amendment  of  the 
charter  or  anything  of  that  sort.  We  have  our 
own  duties  here,  and  in  view  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  not 
to  advocate  or  appear  against  any  change.  Per-  . 
sonally  I  believe  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better 
if  we  had  district  representation  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil and  for  that  reason  I  am  going  to  vote  against 
these  resolutions  to-day.  I  move  you,  sir,  that 
when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be  by  roll  call. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  as  the  person  who 
introduced  these  resolutions  I  should  like  to  say 
that  they  were  not  intended,  as  far  as  I  understood 
and  I  think  as  far  as  we  all  understood,  to  declare 
that  there  might  not  be  one  or  two  things  in  the 
charter  which  we  might  not  want  to  change.  I 
think  some  things  in  the  charter  are  wrong,  but  I 
do  think  it  would  be  very  foolish  to  open  it  all  up 
now.  I  know  the  charter  is  working  more  satis- 
factorily than  I  expected  it  to  do  as  a  Plan  1  man, 
and  I  think  we  should  allow  it  to  go  on  just  the 
way  it  is  going,  because  I  think  if  we  once  open  it 
up  on  the  question  of  reducing  the  number  of  sig- 
natures or  changing  the  methods  of  nomination,  it 
will  be  opened  up  a  great  deal  wider  than  we  ex- 
pect. If  in  the  future  the  time  comes  when  we 
may  have  adopted  some  perfecting  amendments, 
that  may  very  well  be  done. 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolution  and 
order  adopted,  yeas  7,  nays  2,  Coun.  BUCKLEY 
.and  SMITH  voting  nay. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  following  committees: 

Standing  Committees  of  City  Council. 
Appropriations. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  Collins,  Chairman. 

Executive  Committee. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  McDonald,  Chairman. 

Finance. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  Kenny,  Chairman. 

Ordinances. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  Hale,  Chairman. 

On  the  following  committees  the   6rst  named 
member  is  Chairman: 

Claims. 
Buckley,    McDonald,    Hale,  BaUantyne,  Coult- 
hurst. 

County  Accounts. 
Collins,  Buckley,  McDonald. 

Legislative  Matters. 
Coulthurst,  Buckley,  Collins,  McDonald,  Smith. 

Parkman  Fund. 
Smith,  Kenny,  Collins,  BaUantyne,  Coulthurst. 

Printing. 
Coulthurst,  BaUantyne,  McDonald. 

Prisons. 
BaUantyne,  Hale,  McDonald,  Smith,  Coulthurst. 

Public  Lands. 
BaUantyne,  Smith,  Coulthurst. 


MEETING   DAY. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  tip  special  assign- 
ment, viz.: 

7.  Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered, 
Monday  of  each  week,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  be 
the  day  and  hour  when  regular  meetings  of  this 
Council  shaU  be  held. 

The  order  was    indefinitely  postponed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  McDonald  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  acted  upon,  hoping  that 
the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  6.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  26,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  26,  1912. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair.  Absent — 
Coun.  HALE  and  KENNY. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BUCK- 
LEY, to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  recorda 
of  the  last  meeting. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  514,  Acts  of  1894  (the  Mayor  not 
being  present),  viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  March  6,  1912: 

William  Dale,  Ward  16;  Roger  F.  Scannell,  Jr.. 
Ward  19;  Edwin  J.  Price,  Ward  19;  Meyer  Peyser, 
Ward  10;  William  H.  Vaughn,  Ward  4;  Carl!  S. 
Chace,  Ward  20;  John  D.  Buckley,  Ward  13; 
Charles  H.  Rilev,  Ward  16;  Harry  A.  Martin, 
Ward  17;  Andrew  S.  Roberts,  Ward  16;  John 
Dennihan,  Ward  14;  George  E.  Staples,  Ward  5; 
James  H.  Murphy,  Ward  9;  John  Willis  Milligan, 
Ward  16;  George  W.  Fay,  Ward  22;  Joseph  P. 
Kellv,  Ward  23;  John  G.  Karle,  Ward  20;  Robert 
H.  O'Hare,  Ward  5;  William  H.  Gortley;  Ward  14; 
James  E.  Keyes,  Ward  3;  William  Chambers, 
Ward  13;  Angus  McAulay,  Ward  18;  William  F. 
Meese,  Ward  4;  Andrew  Droogan,  Ward  12; 
Fred  Magrath,  Ward  3;  Emory  S.  Ensign,  Ward  2.5; 
Albert  W.  Fenton,  Ward  14;  Thomas  P.  Cox, 
Ward  15;  Patrick  J.  Feeney,  Ward  23;  John  H. 
Hill,  Ward  8;  James  S.  Boomer,  Ward  22;  Theodore 
H.  Stedman,  Ward  10;  Daniel  Wild,  Ward  IS; 
Jo,seph  Conrad,  Ward  6;  Joseph  Lewenberg,  Ward 
23;  Peter  Gilligan,  Ward  21.    ' 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Ses.sion,  to  appear  March  6: 

John  H.  Jackson,  Ward  12;  Augustus  B.  I'raetsch, 
Ward  22;  Jeppe  H.  Lund,  Ward  16;  George  A. 
French,  Ward  21;  Corey  H.  Wetraore,  Ward  20; 
Abram  Jacobs,  Ward  14;  William  B.  Verry,  Ward  2; 
Allan  W.  Pollard,  Ward  19;  Frank  H.  Stoddard, 
Ward  3;  Nathaniel  H.  Taylor,  Ward  12;  William  H. 
Cosgrove,  Ward  18;  Edward  Holden,  Ward  10; 
Arthur  V.  Pettingill,  Ward  21;  Charles  F.  Thomp- 
son, Ward  8;  Frederick  A.  Finigan,  Ward  22; 
Thomas  J.  Fennessey,  Ward  14;  Max  Kammler, 
Ward  23;  Charles  A.  Scott,  Ward  14;  John  Teehan, 
Ward  20;  Edward  B.  Bayley,  Ward  11;  George  H. 
Bradford,  Ward  9;  John  McAvinia,  Ward  19; 
Henry  Robin.son,  Ward  22;  Henry  F.  Meyers,  Ward 
21;  Mark  Simpson,  Ward  19;  William  L.  Carlton, 
Ward  20;  Joseph  F.  Hackett,  Ward  15;  Michael 
Sweeney,  Ward  13;  John  T.  Connell,  Ward  13; 
Thomas  F.  McKenna,  Ward  4;  Thomas  Uniacke, 
Ward  9;  Murray  A.  Smith,  Ward  9;  Michael  W. 
O'Connell,  Ward  22;  Francis  I.  Webber,  Ward  15; 
Edward  H.  J.  Cook,  Ward  17;  Joseph  A.  Hogan, 
Ward  21. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  March  11: 

Charles  F.  Green,  Ward  16;  Henry  J.  Fleck, 
Ward  4;  Charles  H.  Bonner,  Ward  6;  James  W. 
Laughlin,  Ward  3;  Joseph  A.  Haslan,  Ward  23; 
George  B.  Hanson,  Ward  3;  Edmund  .J.  Doherty, 
Ward  12;  George  W.  Watson,  Ward  11;  John  F. 
Berrigan,  Ward  14;  John  N.  Coveney,  Ward  8; 
Thomas  Foley,  Ward  13;  Nicholas  McKane, 
Ward  12;  Peter  L.  Lambert,  Ward  1;  Joseph  A. 
Trevor,  Ward  1;  Frank  A.  Hoyt,  Ward  10; 
Thomas  J.  Lodge,  Ward  21;  William  S.  Forster, 
Ward  1;  Frank  D.  Slattery,  Ward  15;  Moses 
Penn,  Ward  9;  Jacob  Karp,  Ward  22; -George  T. 
Roberts,  Ward  17;  Harry  C.  Bailey,  Ward  1; 
Henry  Wagner,  Ward  24;  William  P.  Kelly, 
Ward  5;  Charles  B.  Stewart.  Ward  10;  Milton  I. 
Hill,  Ward  14;  James  W.  Patten,  Ward  9;  John 
J.  King,  Jr.,  Ward  14;  William  S.  Luther,  Ward 
20;  Joseph  Foley,  Ward  4;  Frank  E.  Graham, 
Ward  10;  Albert  B.  Rose,  Ward  20;  Frank  J. 
Carty,  Ward  18;  Thomas  Baker,  Ward  18;  George 
L.  Mudgett,  Ward  17. 


TEMPORARY    PARK    COMMISSIONER. 
The  following  was  received:  i 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  17,  1912. 
John  T.  Priest,  Esq., 
City  Clerk: 
Sir, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  have  this 
day  designated  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds, 
D.    Henry    Sullivan,    to    serve    temporarily    as    a 
member  of   the    Board   of    Commissioners   of    the 
Department  of  Parks,  to  take  the  place  of  James 
M.  Prendergast,  Esq.,  whose  resignation  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  Board  has  been  accepted  by  me. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


CITY  HOSPITAL  MORTUARY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  23,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  compliance  with  an  order  passed  by  your 
honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of  February  16,  1912, 
I  transmit  herewith  the  plans,  specifications  and 
bids  in  connection  with  the  proposed  mortuary  at 
the  City  Hospital. 

Respectfully, 
John  J.  Attktdge,  Acting  Mayor. 
(Annexed  were  the  plans,  etc..  referred  to.) 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COMPLETION   OF   AQUARIUM,   ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  17,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  stating  the 
amount  needed  in  order  to  complete  the  work  on 
the  aquarium  and  zoological  garden,  which  the 
commissioners  have  planned  to  have  ready  June 
1,  1912.  This  sum  is  approximately  $130,000.  In 
my  opinion  this  is  the  most  urgent  and  definite  pur- 
pose to  wliich  tiie  income  from  the  Parkman  Fund 
can  be  applied,  and  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  appropriating  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($130,000)  for 
Zoological  Garden  and  Aquarium. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgekald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  October  26,  1911. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  I  wish  to  make  one  change  in  the 
opinion  which  I  sent  you  in  regard  to  the  Parkman 
Fund.  The  change  is  the  striking  out  of  the  word 
"municipal"  in  my  reply  to  the  first  question  and 
substituting  the  word  "calendar"  so  that  the  sen- 
tence would  read,  "In  my  opinion  the  anticipated 
income  for  the  calendar  year  can  be  appropriated 
in  advance." 

Yours  respectfully, 

Thomas  M.  Babson, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  October  25,  1911. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — You  ask  my  opinion  in  regard  to 
two  questions  that  have  arisen  in  regard  to  the 
income  of  the  Parkman  Fund. 

Replying  to  the  questions  in  order  I  would  say, 
first,  that  in  my  opinion  the  anticipated  income 
for  the  municipal  year  can  be  appropriated  in 
advance  and  the  appropriation  need  not  be 
limited  to  the  income  which  has  accrued  at  the 
date  of  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Second,  in  my  opinion  the  appropriation  should 
originate  with  the  Mayor  under  section  3  of 
chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909.  The  matter  of 
the  Parkman  Fund  and  its  expenditure  is  full  of 
doubtful  questions  because  the  City  of  Boston 
owns  the  fund  not  in  its  own  or  its  corporate 
capacity  but  as  trustee  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Parkman. 

Mr.  Parkman  left  the  residue  of  his  property  to 
the  City  of  Boston  in  trust  to  expend  the  income 
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for  tho  luaintenanoe  ami  iinprovenient  of  the 
CoiuiiKin  iiiul  of  the  parks  existins  at  (he  Umo  of 
the  niakiiiK  of  his  will,  January,  I8S7.  His  bequest 
was  accepted  by  the  following  order  in  March, 
1909: 

Ordered,  That  the  bequest  of  George  F.  Parkman, 
late  of  Boston,  whereby  he  devised  the  residue  of 
his  estate  to  the  City  of  Boston  to  constitute  a 
fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  Common 
and  certain  other  parks,  be  and  hereby  is  accepted 
by  the  City  of  Boston,  and  the  City  Treasurer  is 
hereby  authorized  on  behalf  of  the  city  to  receive 
and  receipt  for  such  bequest,  convert  the  same 
into  money  and  invest  and  reinvest  it  in  proper 
securities  and  hold  the  same  to  be  expended  for 
the  purposes  and  objects  named  in  said  bequest. 
Later  in  March  resolves  were  passed  as  follows: 
Whereas,  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  of  the 
City  of  Boston  have  given  every  evidence  of  their 
qualifications  for  the  performance  of  their  duties 
in  the  matter  of  spending  their  appropriations  for 
their  respective  departments; 

Resolved,  That  the  above-mentioned  boards 
are  authorized  and  qualified  to  spend  such  sums 
as  may  be  appropriated  for  the  care  of  the  parks 
and  public  grounds  under  their  charge; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish, 
by  means  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Supreme 
Court,  a  new  department  of  said  city  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  expending  the  income  from  the 
Parkman  Fund  on  grounds  now  in  the  exclusive 
charge  and  care  of  said  Park  Commissioners  and 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds. 

This  was  followed  by  the  order  of  May  24, 
1909,  which  authorized  the  Mayor  to  sign  such 
deeds  and  releases  as  might  be  necessary  to  facili- 
tate the  conversion  into  cash  of  this  real  estate. 
As  far  as  I  know  these  were  all  the  orders  that 
were  passed.  They  left  undecided  the  questions 
as  to  how  this  income  was  to  be  divided  between 
the  Common  and  the  parks  and  for  what  purposes 
the  money  was  to  be  spent. 

In  order  to  avoid  questions  of  this  Icind  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  and 
the  Managers  of  the  Franldin  Fund  have  been 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  and  given  full 
power  to  expend  legacies  given  to  the  City  of 
Boston  for  certain  specified  purposes.  The 
income  of  certain  other  legacies  has,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, been  paid  to  the  department  in  charge 
of  the  work  for  which  the  income  is  to  be  expended 
and  that  department  has  expended  it  as  it  pleased. 
As  an  example,  by  the  will  of  Charles  E.  French 
the  sum  of  S5,000  was  given  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
the  income  to  be  devoted  to  the  care  of  the  oldest 
and  largest  trees  on  Boston  Common.  The 
income  of  this  fund  is  paid  to  the  superintendent 
of  the  Common  and  is  by  him  expended  at  his 
discretion. 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  the  Parkman  case  is 
that  part  of  the  income  is  to  be  expended  bj'  the 
superintendent  of  Common  and  squares  and  part 
by  the  Park  Commission  and  it  is  necessary  to 
make  specific  appropriations  in  order  to  inform 
the  City  Treasurer  how  the  income  is  to  be  divided 
and  expended. 

As  it  is  an  ab.solutely  novel  case  it  is  to  be 
interpreted  by  common  sense  and  the  provisions 
of  the  city  charter.  It  is  apparent  that  the  city 
government  must  be  the  body  to  divide  the  income 
between  the  Common  and  the  different  parks  and 
there  being  a  necessity,  therefore,  for  an  appro- 
priation, it  seems  to  me  that  under  the  city  charter 
the  recommendation  must  come  from  the  Mayor. 
By  section  3  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909 
it  is  provided  that  all  appropriations  other  than 
for  school  purposes,  to  be  met  from  taxes,  revenue, 
or  any  source  other  than  loans,  shall  originate 
with  the  Mayor.  These  appropriations  are 
appropriations  to  be  met  from  a  source  other  than 
loans  and  come  fairly  within  this  clause  of  the 
charter  amendments. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Thomas  M.  Babson, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commis.sioner3  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 
February  17,  1912. 
Bon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston; 
Dear  Sir, — Inclosed  herewith  is  a  statement  of 
the  work  planned  for  the  Zoological  Garden  and 


the  Aquarium  and  of  the  money  that  is  in  hand 
for  this  work.  .  Also  inclosed  is  a  statement  of 
the  requirements  not  contracted  for  but  that  are 
needed  to  complete  the  work  on  the  Zoo  and  the 
Aquarium  which  we  have  planned  to  have  ready 
June  1,  1912.   . 

From  these  papers  it  appears  that  we  need  the 
sum  of  $130,730  to  carry  out  our  intentions  and 
toward  this  we  have  a  balance  of  .$6,401.64. 
Even  this  statement  is  made  in  the  liope  that  we 
can  get  the  winter  bird  house  for  $75,000,  but  the 
bids  thus  far  obtained  indicate  it  will  almost  of 
necessity  cost  somewhere  between  that  and 
$100,000.  We  send  you  this  letter  and  these 
statements  and  ask  you  to  give  us  everything  that 
you  possibly  can  from  the  Parkman  Fund  for 
carrying  out  these  projects. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 


Park  Department. 

Zoo  and  Aquarium  Requirements  not  Contracted  for 
But  Needed  to  Complete  Work  Planned  to  be 
Ready  June  1,  191$. 

Aquarium; 

Fish  and  filling  salt  water 

tanks  and  reservoir $2  000  00 

Tools 200  00 

Zoological  Garden; 

Bird  house $75,000  00 

Architect's  commission..      3,4.30  00 

Walks  near  bear  cages . . .      4,500  00 

Water  and  sewerage  to 
flying  cage  and  bird 
houses 3,500  00 

Grading  near  bear  cages .      1 ,000  00 

Flying  cage  netting  and 

guard  fence 2,800  00 

Duck  pond  and  walks 
and     grading     around 

flying  cage 6,000  00 

.     Yards  for  small  exhibits,    10,000  00 

Boulders   and   trees   for 

bear  cages 1,000  00 

Boulders    and    trees    for 

flj-ing  cage 500  00 

Temporary  animal  cages,         600  00 

Birds  and  animals 6,000  00 

Tools 200  00 

Sanitary  building 7,000  00 

Shelter 5,000  00 

Landscape      Architect's 

services 1,000  00 

Superintendence  and  en- 
gineering:       1,000  00 

128,530  00 


$130,730  00 


Maintenance  expenses  are  estimated  at  $10,000 
each  for  the  Zoo  and  Aquarium,  to  be  charged  to 
maintenance  account,  Park  Department,  for  1912. 
Balance  of  appropriation  available  for 

above  work S7,025  64 


Park  Department. 

Zoo  and  Aquarium  Requirements  to  Complete  Work 
Planned  to  be  Ready  June  1,  191S. 

Balance  due  on  Contracts  for  Aquarium: 

Carroll     Construction 

Company $50,735  22 

Bay  State  Construc- 
tion and  Supply 
Company 7,110  00 

Laskey&McMurrer..       15,887  00 

Loomis-Manning  Fil- 
ter Distributing 
Company 2,500  00 

$76,232  22 
Architect's     Commis- 
sion  ,.        2,465  03 

Engineer's  Commis- 
sion         1,529  82 

$80,227  07 

Carried  forward $80,227  07 
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Brouoht  forward, . 

Baliince  due  on  contracts  lor  Zoological 
Garden: 

John  A.  Rooney,  bears' 

den S5,378  40 

Srai/th  &  Lovett,  iron- 
work          9,138  09 

William  L.   Morrison, 

concrete  floors 4,266  12 

J.  Evans  &  Co.,  panel 

at  bears'  den 024  00 

West  Roxbury  Trap 
Rock  Company, 
steps 3,500  00 

John  F.  Griffin  Com- 
pany, flying  cage 
masonry 10,798  00 


3,227  07 


33,704  61 
113,931   68 


Balance  of  appropriation $120,333  32 

Liability  under  contracts 113,931  68 

Available    for   work   by   department 

now  under  way S6,401  64 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  ($130,000)  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman 
Fund  for  the  current  year  and  added  to  the  special 
appropriation  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners  for  the  Zoological 
Garden  and  Aquarium. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


MAKING   OF    HIGHWAYS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  20,   1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  and  recommend  for  passage 
the  accompanying  loan  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($300,000) 
for  Highways,  Making  of. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.*.ld,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  ($300,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated for  Highways,  Making  of,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  393  of  the  Acts  of  190G;  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MONEY   FOR   SEWERAGE   WORKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  17,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  states  that 
he  is  in  need  of  a  considerable  sum  for  the  regular 
sewerage  works,  the  balance  imexpended  on  Jan- 
uary 31,  1912,  being  only  $89,286.67.  I  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  loan  order 
appropriating  the  sum  of  8300,000  for  this  purpose. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  chapter  204  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the 
construction  of  sewerage  works;  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amoimt. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MONEY  FOR  DRAINAGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  17,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  012  of  the  Acts 
of  1911,  the  city  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  separate 
system  of  drainage  but  may  not  exceed  this  amount. 
As  this  work  is  necessary,  and  should  be  carried  on 
continuously,  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  loan  order  appropriating  this  sum. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
485  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  and  chapter  612  of  the  Acts 
of  1911,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the 
construction  of  sewerage  works  within  the  water- 
shed of  Charles  River  Basin;  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Joseph  Silver,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
3  Bulfinch  street  by  officers  of  the  Fire  Department. 

James  Goggin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Milk  street,  near 
Bro.ad  street. 

David  Feinzig,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
52  Poplar  street  by  overflow  of  sewage. 

John  E.  Murray,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  17  Albany  street  by  a  defective  sewer. 

Elizabeth  Wilcox,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused 
by  her  being  struck  by  a  -hose  from  Foit  Hill 
square  engine  house. 

Executive. 

Permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement,  viz.: 

Francis  M.  Ducey,  for  children  to  appear  at  St. 
Mary's  Theater  on  February  26,  March  4,  18  and 
25  and  April  1. 

Addie  A.  Crocker,  for  children  to  appear  at  Vine 
Rock  Hall  on  evening  of  March  1 . 

Finance. 
Sanford   Bates  et  al.,  that   an   appropriation   be 
made  for  the  construction  of  Davenport  brook  con- 
duit. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Port  of  Boston  of  hearing  on  petition  of  City  of 
Boston  for  license  to  reconstruct  Chelsea  Bridge 
North  in  Mystic  river  in  the  cities  of  Boston  and 
Chelsea,  said  hearing  to  take  place  February  29, 
at  nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

Placed  on  file. 


CHANGE   OF   STREET    NAMES. 

Orders  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  giving  notice  of  change  in  name  of 
Batavia  street,  from  St.  Stephens  street  to  Hemen- 
way  street,  to  Denmark  street;  Elmo  street, 
between  Greenwood  street  and  Erie  street,  to 
Greenwood  street;  Weld  street.  West  Roxbury, 
between  Arnold  street  and  Baker  street,  to  Brook 
Farm  road;  and  Weld  street.  West  Roxbuiy, 
between  Corey  street  and  Arnold  street,  to  Corey 
street;  and  Arnold  street,  West  Roxbury,  between 
Weld  street  and  the  boundary  line  between  the 
City  of  Boston  and  the  city  of  Newton,  to  Corey 
street. 

(Notices  of  the  above  changes  were  filed  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  February  26,  1912.) 

Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


INTEREST   IN   CONTKACT. 

Notice  was  roooived  from  Fred  S.  Gore,  Penal 
IiistUvitions  Commissioner,  of  interest  in  two  con- 
tiaets  with  the  City  of  Uoston  for  the  collection  of 
ftshes  in  the  North  and  South  Dorchester  districts. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  certain  persons  liave  been  employed 
in  his  office  from  January  22  to  February  19, 
and  that  work  had  been  performed  to  the  amount 
of  S3, 557. 00. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies   of   coal   and   coke   licenses   granted   by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE   OF   GASOLENE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  E.  E.  Giben, 
rear  of  601  East  Eighth  street,  certifying  that 
said  location  was  used  for  the  storage  of  gasolene, 
and  of  intention  to  use  said  location  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Placed  on  file. 


ROUTE  OF  BOSTON  AND  EASTERN  ELEC- 
TRIC RAILROAD. 

A  copy  of  order  was  received  from  the  Railroad 
Commissioners  fixing  route  of  the  Boston  and 
Eastern  Electric  Railroad  Company  in  the  cities 
of  Boston,  Chelsea,  Lynn,  Salem  and  Beverly, 
and  the  towns  of  Revere,  Saugus,  Peabody  and 
Danvers. 

Placed  on  file. 


USE   OF   "CORMORANT." 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

February  16,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council, 
Boston,  Mass.: 
Gentlemen, —  In  answer  to  your  order  of  January 
29,  requesting  the  commission  to  furnish  the  City 
Council   with   an  engineer's  report  on  the   advis- 
ability  of   replacing    the    steamer    "Vigilant"    by 
the   "Cormorant,"   I  am  directed  to  transmit  to 
you  the  inclosed  report  of  Mr.  Emerson,  Consulting 
Engineer  to  the  commission. 

Yours  truly, 

John  A.  Dowling, 

Junior  Counsel. 

February  9,  1912. 
Hon.  John  A.  Sullivan, 

Chairman  Finance   Commission: 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  matter  of  the  appended  order 
of  the  City  Council  that  the  Finance  Commission 
"be  requested  to  furnish  the  Council  with  an 
engineer's  report  as  to  the  advisability  of  using 
the  '  Cormorant, '  now  owned  by  the  city,  in  place 
of  the  'Vigilant'  for  the  same  work,"  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
Public  Works  Department  will  not  need  the  "Cor- 
morant" after  the  new  refuse  disposal  contract  is 
in  operation. 

The  "Vigilant,"  as  already  reported,  was  built 
in  1886  for  quarantine  purposes,  and  is  now  twenty- 
six  years  old;  the  boat  is  95  feet  long;  width,  17 
feet;  draught,  8|  feet,  and  the  gross  tonnage,  73; 
engine,  compound  condensing;  cylinders,  13  and 
25  inches;  stroke,  20  inches.  'The  headroom  under 
the  decks  is  5  feet  10  inches.  The  boat  was 
rather  lightly  built,  and  the  total  first  cost  was 
approximately  $17,500. 

The  "Cormorant"  was  built  in  1893,  and  is  now 
nineteen  years  old.  The  boat  was  very  Solidly 
constructed  for  towing  purposes.  Its  dimen- 
sions are,  length,  93  feet;  width,  20  feet;  draught, 
11  feet;  tonnage,  99;  engine,  compound  condensing; 
cylinders,  15  and  28  inches  diameter;  stroke,  20 
inches;  headroom  under  decks  over  6  feet.  The 
original  cost  of  the  boat  was  $25,000. 


From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
"Vigilant"  is  a  long  narrow  boat,  lightly  con- 
structed, with  speed  made  one  of  the  principal 
obji^els  of  design.  The  "Cormorant,"  on  tlie  other 
h:ind,  is  shorter  in  proportion  to  its  width,  is  much 
more  solidly  constructed,  and  has  somewhat 
greater  interior  capacity,  and  more  powerful 
engines.  Its  speed  witli  present  equipment  ia 
oon.siderably  less  than  the  "  Vigilant's."  The 
"Vigilant"  is  said  to  be  in  such  a  bad  state  of 
repair  as  to  be  unseaworthy.  The  "Cormorant," 
on  the  otlier  hand,  has  recently  been  overhauled 
at  an  expense  of  approximately  $6,000,  and  its 
seaworthiness  is  daily  proven  by  its  rough  work  in 
towing  garbage  scows.  The  living  quarters  on 
the  "Vigilant"  are  much  better  than  those  on  the 
"Cormorant,"  although  quarters  could  be  installed 
on  the  "Cormorant"  by  rearranging  the  deck- 
house and  making  some  other  changes  that  would 
be  as  good  as,  or  better  than  the  present  quarters 
on  the  "Vigilant."  There  is  no  question  that  the 
"Cormorant"  is  seaworthy,  and  by  a  small  amount 
expended  for  changes  the  boat  could  be  made  to 
perform  quarantine  duty  for  a  considerable  period. 
The  "Cormorant"  would  be  handicapped  some- 
what by  its  lack  of  speed,  which  I  understand  is  a 
desirable  quality  for  a  quarantine  boat  to  possess, 
and  also  by  its  greater  draught,  which  might 
cause  delays  at  low  stages  of  tide  at  Deer  Island 
wharf,  where  the  quarantine  boat  berths  when 
not  on  duty,  and  various  other  places.  The 
harbor  charts  show  an  extended  area  about  the 
Deer  Island  wharf  with  a  depth  of  less  than  10  feet 
at  average  low  water;  extreme  low  tides  might 
lessen  the  depth  shown  from  one  to  three  feet. 

By  equipping  the  "Cormorant"  with  a  pro- 
peller wheel  designed  for  speed  in  place  of  the 
present  wheel  designed  for  towing  work,  its  speed 
might  be  so  increased  that  the  difference  between 
the  two  boats  would  not  be  appreciable. 

The  draught  of  the  "Cormorant"  could  also  be 
decreased  by  the  removal  of  some  of  the  unneces- 
sary weights  now  carried  to  increase  its  towing 
efficiency.  It.  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the 
"Cormorant's"  draught  could  be  decreased  to 
less  than  10  feet. 

The  difficulty  on  account  of  the  draught  of  the 
"Cormorant"  could  be  obviated  by  dredging  a 
channel  from  deep  water  to  the  Deer  Island  wharf; 
such  a  channel  is  needed  in  any  case,  even  in  case 
the  "Vigilant"  is  retained  in  service.  The  cost 
of  dredging  a  channel  sufiicient  for  the  needs  of 
the  "Cormorant"  would  be  approximately  $3,500. 

As  regards  the  comparative  expenditure  neces- 
sary to  fit  the  boats  for  quarantine  service,  no 
exact  estimate  can  be  given  until  a  detailed  exami- 
nation has  been  made  of  both  boats.  Such  an 
examination  of. either  boat  does  not  seem  advisable 
at  the  present  time.  A  rough  estimate  indicates 
that  necessarj'  changes  and  repairs  to  the  "Cor- 
morant" would  be  approximately  .$5,000.  In 
addition  the  cost  of  necessary  work  of  dredging 
at  Deer  Island  should  be  added,  making  a  total 
cost  of  $8,500. 

A  similar  rough  estimate  has  indicated  that 
repairs  to  the  "Vigilant"  would  not  exceed  $8,000. 
If  the  "^  Vigilant"  is  used,  dredging  would  be  advisa- 
ble, but  not  absolutelj'  necessary,  as  shown  by 
past  service.  Using  the  above  figures  the  financial 
advantage  may  be  considered  as  $500  in  favor  of 
the  "Vigilant."  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  "Cor- 
morant" were  used  the  quarantine  service  would 
secure  a  larger  and  more  seaworthy  boat. 

Air  things  considered,  I  think  that  the  "Cor- 
morant" would  be  a  better  boat  for  quarantine 
service  than  the  "Vigilant.  "  If  the  "Cormorant" 
is  repaired  and  the  necessary  dredging  work  is  also 
done,  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  procuring  a  new 
boat  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $-18,000  to  take  the 
place  of  the  "Vigilant."  The  latter  could  be  sold 
and  the  "Cormorant"  could  take  its  place,  pro- 
viding the  repairs  are  made  and  the  dredging  is 
done,  as  herein  suggested. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Guy  C.  E.merson, 
Consulting  Engineer. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  seventy-five 
newsboys,  five  bootblacks  and  nine  vendors — 
recommending  that  licenses  be  grapted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted 
on  usual  conditions. 


FEBRUARY    26,    1912. 
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CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  Nos.  1  and  2, 
unfinished  business,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  16,  1912,  viz.: 

1.  Fannie  Solomon,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

2.  Walter  I.  Milne,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal, 
James  Knowles,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Beef,  and 
Robert  M.  Gould,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a 
Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Collins.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  5,  yeas  5,  and  the  several 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.2.5  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a 
recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  3.43  o'clock  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — recom- 
mending that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Addie  A.  Crocker,  for  children  to  appear  at 
Vine  Rock  Hall  on  the  evening  of  March  1,  1912. 

Francis  M.  Ducey,  for  children  to  appear  at  St. 
Mary's  Theater  on  February  2G,  March  4,  18  and 
25  and  April  1. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Ma.vor  and  older 
(referred  February  16)  appropriating  $9,000  for 
improvement  of  mortuary  at  City  Hospital — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  think  we  ought 
to  feel  very  grateful  to  Dr.  Leary,  the  Medical 
Examiner,  because  he  has  put  up  to  us  the 
bids  on  this  building.  He  has  put  them  up  to  us 
in  perfectly  definite  form,  not  only  the  building 
specifications,  which  are  detailed  and  exact,  but 
also  the  actual  bids,  so  that  we  know  exactly  what 
we  are  appropnatmg  money  for  in  this  case.  I 
think  we  owe  him  our  thanks.  As  I  remember, 
it  was  the  first  case  put  up  in  that  way  last  year, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  the  North  End 
Library,  which  is  another  case  in  point,  where  the 
Library  'I'rustees  got  a  definite  appropriation  for 
a  definite  purpose  and  lived  within  their  appro- 
priation, with  a  margin,  I  think,  of  S500.  I 
think  it  is  worthy  of  conrment,  and  I  hope  other 
matters  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


PAYMENT  FOR  MILITIAMEN. 

Coun.'  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  that  all  city  employees  serving  in  the 
militia  of  the  state  should  be  paid  for  their  service 
at  Lawrence  while  on  duty  during  the  present 
labor  trouble. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  brought  this 
matter  up  because  I  read  in  the  papers  yesterday 
that  employees  of  the  city  now  serving  in  the 
Militia  at  Lawrence  would  probably  have  their 
pay  deducted  while  they  were  in  Lawrence.  This 
may  or  may  not  be  so.  Mr.  Mitchell  tells  me  that 
no  similar  question  has  arisen,  so  he  cannot  say  how 
it  will  be  decided.  It  will  probably  be  referred  to 
the  Corporation  Counsel,  and  I  simply  offer  this 
resolution  so  that  the  Council  may  have  a  chance 
to  express  its  opinion  to  Mr.  Babson  in  case  the 
question  arises.  I  feel  very  .strongly  that  employees 
of  the  city  serving  at  Lawrence  have  been  doing  a 
distasteful  duty.  The  strike  has  been  going  on  for 
some  weeks  and  conditions  there  are  not  plea.sant. 
If  they  are  serving  the  state  and  preserving  order. 


as  they  should  do,  in  Lawrence,  it  is  distasteful, 
and  they  ought  not  to  suffer  by  having  their  city 
salaries  reduced  in  consequence.  The  conditions 
in  Lawrence  are  extremely  bad;  the  mill  owners 
seem  reluctant  to  deal  with  the  situation.  There 
seems  to  be  a  conflict  as  to  whether  they  shall  deal 
with  the  I.  W.  W.  or  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Personally 
I  believe  the  communit.y  is  not  interested  in  that, 
but  is  interested  in  getting  the  strike  settled,  and 
would  rather  have  them  deal  with  it  p.  d.  q.  Con- 
ditions have  been  getting  worse  rather  than  better. 
There  has  been  some  violence,  but  probably  the 
violence  that  has  occurred  has  been  exaggerated 
by  the  papers.  Probably  it  has  not  been  as 
great  as  occurred  in  the  Storrow-Fitzgerald  cam- 
paign. But  the  strike  drags  on,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  public.  We  are  interested 
in  seeing  it  finished,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  any 
employees  of  the  city  who  are  aiding  in  terminating 
the  strike  should  certainly  not  have  deduction  made 
in  their  salaries  on  that  account. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coim.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petitions 
of  J.  D.  L.  Bartlett  et  al.  (referred  December  18) 
for  the  release  of  the  city's  interest  in  land  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  Milton,  and  the  Mattapan 
As.sociate3  for  the  release  of  the  city's  interest  in 
land  on  Austin  street  and  Brook  road,  Milton — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Law 
Department,  and  upon  the  payment  of  five 
dollars  for  each  lot  of  5,000  square  feet  or  less,  or 
of  said  sum  with  one  dollar  additional  for  each 
1,000  square  feet  or  part  thereof  of  land  in  excess 
of  5,000  square  feet  per  lot,  to  release  from  time 
to  time  to  the  respective  holder  or  holders  of  the 
leasehold  estate  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  all 
the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  city  in  and  to 
the  lots  of  land  on  and  near  Austin  street.  Brook 
road.  Blue  Hills  parkway  and  Blue  Hill  avenue 
in  Milton. 

Report  accepted ;  order  given  its  first  reading  and 
passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


GAUGERS   OF   LIQUID    MEASURES. 

Coun.  BALLANTY^NE  offered  the  foUwing: 
City  of  Boston. 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Twelve. 
An  ordinance  relative  to  gangers  of  liquid 
measures. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
The  Mayor  shall  appoint  annually,  subject  to 
confirmation   by   the   city   council,   three  or   more 
persons,   who   shall   be   sworn,   to   be   Gaugers   of 
Liquid  Measures,  at  least  one  of  whom  shall  be  a 
deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  or  a  person 
not  engaged  or  employed  in  any  business  involv- 
ing the  manufacture  or  use  of  said  measures. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


PAYMENT   FOR   OVERTIME. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  the  following: 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  20  of  chapter  3  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1898  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  at 
the  end  of  said  section  the  following:  "But  no 
employee  or  officer  of  the  city  who  receives  an 
annual  salary,  payable  monthly  or  otherwise,  shall 
receive  any  additional  compensation  for  work 
performed  after  the  close  of  the  regular  office 
hours." 

Section  4  of  chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1898  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  after  the 
words  "in  exact  accordance  with  such  authority," 
in  the  fourth  lino,  the  following:  "that  the  dates, 
items  and  amounts  of  the  various  items  are  set 
forth  in  detail," 

Chapter  3  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1898  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting  a  new  section,  to  be 
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numbcriHl  sect  inn  27  of  siiid  chapter;  said  new 
spction  to  be  as  follows:  "Every  person  who 
reeoives  from  the  city  money  for  the  expenses  of 
any  journej-  shall  file  with  the  City  Clerk  within 
a  reasonable  time  after  his  return  a  report  in 
writing,  setting  forth  the  business  transacted  for 
the  city  or  the  facts  ascertained  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  city  Kovernmctit,  or  any  official  thereof, 
concerning  questions  actually  ponding;  and  such 
statement  shall  be  printed  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
City  Record.  The  City  Treasurer  shall  not  pay 
any  bill,  draft,  acootint  or  claim  for  traveling 
expenses  unless  it  shows  the  dates,  items  and 
amounts  of  the  various  items,  and  they  are  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Auditor  as  properly  chargeable 
to  the  city." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 


COiSIPLETION    OF    NORFOLK   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
($115,000)  additional  be  appropriated  for  the  com- 
pletion of  Norfolk  street,  Dorchester,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  issue  bonds  or  certificates 
of  the  city  for  said  amount. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  last  year 
the  City  Council  appropriated  $150,000  to  start 
the  widening  of  Norfolk  street,  something  which 
all  know  has  been  agitated  for  a  great  many 
years.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  total  cost 
of  widening  Norfolk  street,  from  Codman  square 
to  Blue  Hill  avenue,  will  be  about  $265,000.  I 
have  been  in  communication  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  the  last  few  days  and  they  have 
informed  me  that  the  appropriation  we  passed 
last  year,  amounting  to  .$150,000,  would  carry 
the  work  about  as  far  as  the  railroad,  and  that 
$115,000  more  is  required  to  complete  the  work 
from  the  railroad  to  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Upon 
the  completion  of  the  work  there  will  be  a  con- 
venient line  of  communication  from  Hyde  Park, 
Mattapan  square,  to  Blue  Hill  avenue,  then 
Noifolk  street  and  Washington  street  in  the 
very  heart  of  Dorchester.  Last  year  it  gave  me 
great  gratification  to  have  the  order  for  $150,000 
for  the  widening  of  the  avenue  passed,  being 
President  of  the  Council  as  well  as  a  resident  of 
Dorchester,  and  I  trust. that  this  year  the  City 
Council  will  see  its  way  clear  to  appropriate  this 
additional  $115,000  ^or  the  completion  of  the 
work. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


THE    NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  two 
weeks  from  to-day  at  3  p.  in. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


STREET   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  submit  to 
the  City  Council  a  list  of  the  street  improvements 
for  which  they  propose  to  use  the  appropriation  of 
$300,000  for  Highways,  Making  of,  provided  the 
same  is  granted  by  the  City  Coumcil. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
putting  this  order  in  is  simply  this,  that  ordinarily 
the  custom  is  to  appropriate  $300,000  in  the 
budget  for  use  by  the  Street  Commissioners  on 
various  street  improvements.  That  leaves  a 
wide  latitude  in  their  hands  as  to  what  they  shall 
use  the  money  for.  Probably  no  money  that  we 
appropriate  is  so  loosely  appropriated  as  that 
amount.  It  is  a  large  amount,  and  after  we  have 
once  appropriated  it  we  have  no  way  of  knowing 
W'hat  the  Street  Commissioners  are  going  to  do 
with  it  and  no  way  of  binding  them  as  to  what 
they  shall  do  with  it.  One  proposition  that  has 
come  to  my  attention  contemplates  an  expense 
of  about  .$50,000,  which  I  think  this  Council 
should  pass  upon  as  a  separate  item.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  put  it  through,  appropriating  that  money 
out  of  the  $300,000  which  we  annually  give  them. 
In  my  humble  opinion  that  is  a  mistake.  I 
think  that  any  large  appropriation  should  be 
passed  upon  by  this  Board  and  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  that  it  should  not  be  left  entirely 
with  the  Street  Commissioners.  I  would  ask 
that  this  order  instead  of  being  passed  upon 
to-day  be  put  over  to  a  later  meeting,  so  that 
the  Council  may  have  a  chance  to  look  into  it 
and  form  their  own  opinion  about  it. 

The  order  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE,  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE, 
at  3.57  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  11, 
at  3   p.  m. 
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ON   THE   DEATH   OF 


THOMAS  M.  BABSON, 


Corporation  Counsel, 


TUESDAY,  MARCH    5,    1912. 


DEATH   OF 


THOMAS   M.   BABSON, 

Corporation  Counsel. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  March  6,  1912. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  twelve  o'clock  m.. 
President  ATTlilDGE  in  the  chair  and  a  quorum 
present. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting  as  follows: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  5,  1912. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  perform  the  duty 
of  announcing  the  death  of  Thomas  M.  Babson, 
who  has  served  the  city  since  1879  as  Assistant 
City  Solicitor,  City  Solicitor  and  Corporation 
Counsel,  and  whose  public  and  private  life  has 
merited  and  received  the  approbation  of  all  our 
citizens. 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber  on  Wednesday,  March  6, 
1912,  at  noon,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  action 
as  you  may  deem  appropriate  to  express  the  re- 
gard which  the  people  of  Boston  had  for  Mr. 
Babson,  and  their  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by 
his  death. 

Respectfully, 
John  J.  Attridge,  Acting  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  COLLINS  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
have  learned  with  profound  sorrovi-  of  the  death  of 
Thomas  M.  Babson,  for  more  than  thirty  years  a 
member  of  the  Law  Department — nine  years  as 
City  Solicitor  and  twelve  years  as  Corporation 
Counsel. 

His  long  tenure  of  office  presents  a  distinguished 
example  of  a  public  official  who  put  aside  tempting 
opportunities  for  personal  advancement,  and  de- 
voted his  life  to  the  service  of  the  people.  Succes- 
sive mayors  recognized  the  unique  place  he  had 
created  for  himself,  drew  upon  his  storehouse  of 
knowledge,  and  deferred  to  his  judgment  in  large 
questions  of  government. 

The  present  City  Council  is  indebted  to  him  for 
guidance  on  many  occasions,  when  his  exposition 
of  the  law  clarified  obscure  issues  and  helped  to 
extricate  the  truth  from  a  maze  of  complications, 
and  we  hereby  record  our  appreciation  of  his  rare 
quaUties,  his  loyalty  to  duty,  his  courage  in  the 
utterance  of  opinions,  his  strict  adherence  to  the 
law  as  formulated  and  his  genial  and  lovable 
temperament.     Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council,  the  city  govern- 
ment as  a  whole,  and  the  people  of  Boston  have 
sustained  an  incalculable  loss  in  the  death  of 
Thomas  M.  Babson. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolves. 


Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  in  addition 
to  the  resolves  which  have  just  been  read,  the  high 
regard  in  which  the  late  Corporation  Counsel 
was  held  by  the  citizens  of  Boston  is  accurately 
described  in  editorials  in  the  Boston  papers  of  to- 
day, setting  forth  their  estimate  of  his  character 
and  integrity.  I  ask  that  those  editorials  be  in- 
corporated in  the  records  of  the  Council. 

The  resolves  were  adopted  by  an  unanimous 
rising  vote.  The  editorials  referred  to  were  ordered 
printed,  viz.: 

The  Boston  Globe,  March  6,  1912: 

The  late  Thomas  M. "Babson,  who  for  more  than 
thirty  years  had  been  the  faithful  guardian  of  the 
legal  rights  of  the  City  of  Boston,  had  the  respect 
of  all  who  knew  him.  Not  a  little  of  his  success 
was  (hie  to  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  past 
litigation  of  the  city  and  he  was  a  zealous  advocate 
of  the  eit5''s  rights  in  the  courts.  He  was  not  only 
a  good  lawyer,  but  he  knew  enough  about  current 
politics  to  render  opinions  that  settled  political 
disputes  or  pointed  to  a  solution. 

In  these  days  when  investigation  of  many  of 
the  city  departments  has  been  found  necessary, 
it  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Babson  to  say  that 
there  never  was  any  occasion  to  delve  for  mis- 
conduct on  his  part.  He  not  only  was  able  and 
honest,  but  he  was  feared  as  an  opponent  in  the 
courts  and  undoubtedly  saved  the  city  large  sums 
of  money  by  his  conduct' of  cases.  His  place  can- 
not be  filled  for  many  years..  He  died  in  the 
harness  and  left  behind  him  many  friends  and  an 
unsullied  name.  That  is  suflScient  praise  for  any 
man. 

The  Boston  Post,  March  6,  1912: 

The  extremely  sudden  death  of  Thomas  M. 
Babson,  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  leaves  such  a  gap  in  the  municipal  service 
as  only  long  and  honorable  devotion  to  duty  can 
create.  For  a  generation  this  able,  energetic, 
whole-souled  man  had  given  his  rare  talents,  for 
the  most  part  at  a  salary  much  below  that  he 
might  have  commanded  in  private  practice,  to  the 
work  of  legal  adviser  and  representative  of  the  city. 
He  was  a  public  servant  in  the  best  and  highest 
sense  of  the  words. 

In  all  the  long  years  of  his  fine  career  no  voice 
was  ever  raised  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Babson  was 
otherwise  than  honest,  sincere  ,and  determined 
upon  the  right  as  he  saw  it.  He  had  often  to 
fight,  and  fight  hard,  but  he  fought  as  a  gentleman 
should,  and  left  no  enmities  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  could  appreciate  a  worthy  and  chivalrous  foe. 
He  realized  and  maintained  the  dignity  of  office 
in  the  midst  of  sometimes  difficult  circumstances. 

The  test  of  a  legal  adviser's  value  is  the  way  in 
which  his  opinions  are  sustained  by  the  courts, 
and  in  this  regard  Mr.  Babson  was  remarkably 
fortunate.  The  test  of  a  man's  character  lies  in 
the  respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the 
community,  and  here,  also,  the  late  Corporation 
Counsel  won  an  enviable  place.  He  leaves  an 
honored  name  and  a  record  of  accomplishment 
that  will  surely  be  a  guide  and  inspiration  to 
whomsoever  shall  succeed  him. 
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The  Boston  Herald,  March  6, 1912; 

The  hito  Corporation  Counsel  Babson  not  only 
occupiod  his  responsible  position  longer  than  any 
of  his  predecessors,  but  he  was  one  of  the  ablest 
and  safest  lawyers  who  was  ever  at  the  head  of  the 
Law  Department  of  the  city.  What  he  lac^ked  in 
.  brilliancy  he  more  than  made  up  for  in  soundness 
and  shrewdness.  Seven  successive  mayors  appre- 
ciated that  they  could  hardly  get  along  without 
him.  His  ability  was  generally  recognized  among 
his  brethren  of  the  Bar,  and  he  had  repeatedly 
declined  promotion  to  the  bench.  It  will  be  hard 
to  fill  his  place  so  well  as  it  has  been  filled  hitherto. 

The  Boston  Journal,  March  6,  1912: 
Corporation  Counsel  Babson's  thirty-three 
years  in  the  city  Law  Department  is  a  notable 
record  of  service  on  the  part  of  a  public  official  of 
Boston.  Mr.  Babson  was  a  man  of  marked  ability 
and  force  an'd  of  intense  devotion  to  his  duties  and 
the  city's  interest.  He  was  master  of  the  laws 
and  the  ordinances  relating  to  city  government  and 
ever  showed  the  greatest  watchfulness  in  protecting 
the  city's  interests.  His  record  as  a  citizen  and 
law  officer  of  the  municipality  is  clean  and  high. 


Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  City 
Clerk  be  authorized  to  transmit  to  the  widow  of 
the  late  Thomas  M.  Babson  an  engrossed  copy 
of  the  resolutions  adopted  this  day;  the  expense 
thus  incurred  to  be  chai'ged  to  the  appropriation 
for  City  Council,  Incidental  Expenses. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
all  the  members  of  the  City  Council  be  appointed 
a  committee  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late 
Thomas  M.  Babson,  and  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
be  requested  to''provide  a  suitable  floral  tribute 
on  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Passed. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested 
to  display  the  flag  on  City  Hall  at  half-maSt  on 
the  day  of  the  funeral  of  the  late  Thomas  M. 
Babson. 

Passed. 


Adjourned,  at  12.30  p  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS. 
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Monday,  March   11,   1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m..  President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair,  and 
all  the  members  present. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  514,  Acts  of  1894  (the  Mayor 
not  being  present),   viz.: 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court,  First 
Ses.sion,  to  appear  April  1,  viz.: 

James  F.  Brown,  Ward  14;  John  J.  DriscoU, 
Ward  13;  Arthur  W.  Cushing,  Ward  10;  Frank 
Barnard,  Ward  9;  William  F.  Daughan,  Ward  19; 
Elmer  E.  Power,  Ward  24;  James  F.  Moran,  Ward 
9;  Stephen  Gillis,  Ward  IG;  Louis  Langone,  Ward 
6;  John  II.  Mclntyre,  Ward  1;  David  P.  Wallace, 
Ward  23;  Charles  H.  Bowden,  Ward  1;  William 
E.  Dillon,  Ward  24;  Edward  Doherty,  Ward  6; 
Michael  Lillis,  Ward  25;  Frank  M.  Ficrling,  Ward 
2;  John  W.  Lufkin,  Ward  10;  Joseph  H.  Smith, 
Ward  16;  Willoughbv  F.  Richardson,  Ward  11; 
Charles  B.  Roberts,  Ward  10;  John  E.  Keogh, 
Ward  1;  James  P.  Slattery,  Ward  8;  Irving  E. 
Robinson,  Ward  9;  Frank  Spurgeon,  Ward  9; 
Arthur  W.  Rumrill,  W.ard  18;  George  F.  Lewis, 
Ward  18;  William  .Shapiro,  Ward  21;  William  T. 
Harrington,  Ward  3;  Walter  Leveridge,  Ward  19; 
George  G.  Parker,  Ward  21;  Thomas  J.  Gayer, 
Ward  18;  Arthur  Longley,  Ward  11;  Patrick 
Powers,  Ward  14;  Thomas  J.  Smith,  Ward  17; 
Nathan  Ginsberg,  Ward  2;  Charles  A.  Simpson, 
Ward  17;  Joseph  Meroth,  Ward  IS;  John  J.  Dow- 
ney, Ward  22;  ,Tohn  J.  Feeney,  Ward  8;  James  L. 
Russell,  Ward  24. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  to  appear  April  1,  viz.; 

William  H.  Sullivan,  Ward  3;  William  R.  Taylor, 
Ward  15;  Thomas  P.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  14; 
Duncan  McKay,  Ward  1;  Otis  II.  Hayes,  Ward 
24;  Charles  H.  Landers,  Ward  20;  Wallace  C. 
Griffin,  Ward  23;  Augustus  Dennison,  Ward  24; 
George  S.  Mandell,  Ward  11;  Daniel  Fitz,  Ward 
21;  Walter  L.  Murray,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Abbott, 
Ward  3;  William  N.  Hackett,  Ward  21;  Edward 
G.  Pool,  Ward  12;  Jeremiah  Crokc,  Ward  20; 
Joseph  R.  Collins,  Ward  16;  Patrick  F.  Finn, 
Ward  21;  Michael  Zetto,  Ward  6;  Patrick  F. 
Carley,  Ward  25;  John  J.  Lavozzo,  Ward  6; 
Erik  J.  Niofz,  WardlS;  Richard  J.  Craig,  Ward  12; 
William  Gilbody,  Ward  24;  James  P.  McKenna, 
Ward  4;  Elihu  R.  Spencer,  Ward  11;  Harrv  R. 
Quinn,  Ward  22;  William  M.  Rebholz,  Ward  25; 
David  Pearlstein,  Ward  20;  John  F.  Davis, 
Ward  3;  Edwin  F.  Hathaway,  Ward  10;  William 
B.  Edmands,  Ward  1;  John  C.  Gerue,  Ward  15; 
John  T.  Renison,  Ward  14;  Andrew  W.  Dart, 
Ward  12;  Henry  N.  Fish,  Ward  20;  Thomas  J. 
Welsh,  Ward  24;  Johan  E.  Anderson,  Ward  2; 
Thomas  P.  Duflin,  Ward  15;  Hugh  Burns,  Ward 
9;   John  H.  Scott,  Ward  1. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  April  1,  viz.: 

James  J.  McCarth.v,  Ward  1;  Fred  O.  Green, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  F.  Cunningham,  Ward  17; 
James  C.  B.  iSowden,  Ward  22;  Didace  D. 
Larocque,  Ward  IS;  Matthew  J.  Hanlev,  Ward 
22;  John  J;  Whalon,  Ward  1;  Edmund  J.  O'Brien, 
Ward  10;  Daniel  P.  Carney,  Ward  5;  Charles  A. 
Crawford,  Ward  22;  Bryant  G.  Smith,  Ward 
16;  Walter  M.  Gifford,  Ward  16;  George  S. 
Atwater,  Ward  25;  Sylvester  W.  Gross,  Ward  24; 
Gregory  S.  Collins,  Ward  21;  George  H.  Brock, 
Ward  5;  John  E.  Taylor,  Ward  23;  Kasper 
Firnstein,  Ward  19;  George  J.  Ferreira,  Ward  1; 
Francis  .J.  McCartliy,  Ward  14;  John  Mahan, 
Ward  24;  Charles  F.  Ford,  Ward  5;  Charles  J. 
Kellcy,  Ward  20;  John  E.  Connor,  Ward  5; 
Frank  Hugal,  Ward  22;  Thomas  J.  Ryan,  Ward 
13;  Charles  S.  Crawford,  Ward  19;  Michael  F. 
Griffin,  Ward  7;  Stephen  A.  Mack,  Ward  1; 
Lawrence  J.  Fisher,  Ward  16;    Hugh  F.  Wallace, 


Ward  3;  Patrick  Kavanagh,  Ward  19;  Wash- 
ington Arthur  Taylor,  Ward  10;  Patrick  J. 
Feeney,  Ward  13;  Warren  Perkins,  Ward  3; 
Bartholomew  F.  Connors,  Ward  20;  John  W. 
Gallagher,  Ward  19;  William  A.  McGoogin, 
Ward  1;  Edward  E.  Pecker,  Ward  11;  Gerhard 
H.  Kamp,  Ward  19. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  First  Division,  to  appear  April  1, 
viz.: 

John  D.  Gallagher,  Ward  20;  Patrick  W.  Hen- 
chon,  Ward  9;  Mark  E.  Gallagher,  Ward  18; 
Archibald  F.  Hall,  Ward  20;  James  A.  Sears,  Ward 
10;  John  T.  Johnson,  Ward  24;  William  H.  Brown, 
Ward  20;  John  O'Dav,  Ward  2;  George  A.  Little, 
Ward  18;  Arthur  C.  Macdonald,  Ward  24;  William 
E.  Lavers,  Ward  17;  William  Duncan,  Ward  1; 
Michael  L.  Moran,  Ward  2;  Kenneth  G.  McKay, 
Ward  21;  James  T.  Gunn,  Ward  1;  John  Rooney, 
Ward  19;  Dennis  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  9;  Charles  R. 
Bailey,  Ward  20;  John  A.  Goodearl,  Ward  1;  G. 
Hugo  Bossert,  Ward  23;  Walter  N.  Baker,  Ward  24; 
William  McLaughlin,  Ward  5;  Fowler  W.  Eraser, 
Ward  14;  Walter  B.  Bailey,  Ward  3;  Thomas 
Vickers,  Ward  21;  Edward  J.  Mahoney,  Ward  23; 
Richard  D.  Murphy,  Ward  2;  James  Hammond, 
Ward  17;  George  E.  Custer,  Ward  10;  Lorenzo  P. 
Bourne,  Ward  9;  Michael  Tobin,  Ward  13;  Albert 
Hellman,  Ward  14;  David  W.  Creed,  Ward  15; 
Charles  A.  Corman,  Ward  20;  Richard  McDonnell, 
Ward  2;  George  H.  Forbes,  Ward  3;  George  F. 
Batchelder,  Ward  9;  William  L.  Teulon,  Ward  16; 
Victor  E.  Alberti,  Ward  20;  George  H.  Earley, 
Ward  22. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  Second  Division,  to  appear 
April  1,  viz.: 

Amos  M.  De  Vito,  Ward  6 ;  Harry  C.  Perry,  Ward 
20;  George  H.  Watson,  Ward  24;  Jacob  H. 
Hirshon,  Ward  19;  Arthur  H.  Frost,  Ward  8; 
William  H.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  8;  Daniel  J.  Leary, 
Ward  8;  William  Jeflers,  Ward  13;  Adolph  H. 
Lock,  Ward  24;  Henry  C.  Clements,  Ward  13; 
Henry  S.  Wolkins,  Ward  23;  William  J.  Casserly, 
Ward  17;  Frank E.  Webber,  Ward  20;  Francis  H. 
Hathorne,  Ward  11;  William  E.  Harding,  Ward 
22;  John  S.  Grant,  Ward  14;  Edward  J.  Brett, 
Ward  12;  James  H.  Moran,  Ward  5;  Joseph  F. 
Fandel,  Ward  21;  John  T.  Collum,  Ward  10; 
Valentine  Bower,  Ward  21;  Herbert  A.  Balcome, 
Ward  23;  Alexander  P.  Courtney,  Ward  16; 
John  T.  Disney,  Ward  24;  Edward  Shepard, 
Ward  12;  Ruel  F.  Graves,  Ward  16;  James  Ball, 
Ward  16;  Frank  J.  Mahoney, -Ward  21;  Bernard 
H.  Goodrich,  Ward  21;  James  R.  McCue,  Ward 
13;  Jo.seph  Hart,  Ward  13;  Daniel  A.  Mellen, 
Ward  17;  John  M.  Stevens,  Ward  8;  Willis  H. 
Root,  Ward  25;  David  B.  Johnson,  Ward  21; 
William  J.  Reardon,  Ward  10;  George  T.  Rendle, 
Ward  1;  John  L.  Grandin,  Jr.,  Ward  11;  Artemas 
R.  Wood,  Ward  14;  Benjamin  F.  Bunnell,  Ward  18. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  April  1,  viz.: 

Rufus  T.  Tobey,  Ward  16;  Charles  A.  Hewson, 
Ward  10;  Joseph  A.  Moore,  Ward  20;  William  J. 
Anderson,  Ward  18;  Edward  L.  Sullivan,  Ward  16; 
Thomas  E.  Yates,  Ward  22;  George  E.  RouLston, 
Ward  13;  Peter  D.  Dunn,  Ward  2;  Frank  J. 
Nowell,  Ward  23;  Max  Posner,  Ward  21;  Oliver 
W.  Mink,  Ward  11;  Clifford  E.  Howe,  Ward  10; 
Maynard  F.  Farrington,  Ward  16;  Neil  J.  Wallace, 
Ward  23;  Patrick  J.  Keane,  Ward  4;  William  T. 
Mann,  Ward  25;  Samuel  Fellman,  Ward  18; 
Charles  J.  Ochs,  Ward  23;  William  J.  Riley, 
Ward  15;  John  A.  Peterson,  Ward  8;  Edmund  P. 
Whittemore,  Ward  23;  Weston  I.  Jackson,  Ward 
10;  Patrick  J.  Osborne,  Ward  23;  Francis  X. 
Colleton,  Ward  20;  Herbert  E.  Stillings,  Ward  20; 
Alfred  T.  Haskell,  Ward  20;  John  M.  Goldie, 
Ward  11;  Albert  H.  Jones,  Ward  19;  Harry  A. 
Gould,  Ward  20;  Thomas  J.  Fitzgibbons,  Ward  15; 
Louis  J.  B.  Voisin,  Ward  18;  George  H.  Harney, 
.Ir.,  Ward  20;  Albert  H.  Holton,  Ward  20;  Leo  A. 
McCarthy,  Ward  20;  Leslie  Roy  Hovey,  Ward  20; 
John  W.  Shanley,  Ward  16;  William  Callanan, 
Ward  8;  George  Emrich,  Ward  19;  Jo.seph  J. 
Schwable,  Ward  21;  Archibald  C.  Campbell, 
Ward  22. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  to  appear  April  1,  viz.: 

Edward  H.  Brown,  Ward  11;  Frederic  W.  Lan- 
non.  Ward  13;  Harris  A.  Irons,  Ward  6;  Carl  A. 
Hagstrom,  Ward  18;  Joseph  A.  Hopkins,  Ward  15; 
Nicholas  Gemmel,  Ward  21;  William  A.  Brooks, 
Ward  16;  Augustus  A.  Fales,  Ward  5;  Michael  F. 
Baxter,   Ward  7;   Herbert  D.   Reinick,  Ward   1; 
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MirhiU'l  A.  \V;nivii.  Ward  !,'>;  Conu-lius  Croniu, 
Wiird  17;  Krod  K.  E.  Dean,  Ward  20;  Kdward  E. 
Holmos,  Ward  11;  Charles  E.  Eaton,  Ward  25; 
William  D.  Foster,  Ward  12;  John  E.  Joyce,  Ward 
25;  Charles  J.  Ueardon,  W'ard  12;  Jamps  Condon, 
Ward  Ui;  Jolui  Howard,  Ward  15;  Edward  P. 
Winchester,  W^ard  23;  Patrick  Brecn,  Ward  3; 
John  T.  Wogan,  Ward  24;  Chester  C.  Rumrill, 
Ward  11;  Joseph  S.  Phillips,  Ward  17;  Romv  H. 
Hirshfield,  Ward  10;  Charles  H.  Duncan,  Ward  10; 
Victor  M.  Dugal,  Ward  23;  Charles  C.  Littlefield, 
Ward  15;  William  A.  Stetson,  Ward  25;  John  W. 
Dickinson,  W^ard  20;  John  T.  McSorley,  Ward  15; 
Michael  J.  Norton,  Ward  23;  Martin  Holland, 
Ward  15;  Henry  M.  O'Brien,  Ward  21. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court 
Seventh  Session,  to  appear  April  1,  viz.: 

William  J.  Burke,  Ward  15;  William  Moir, 
Ward  11;  Walter  U.  Earle,  Ward  20;  Thomas 
Cassidy,  Ward  20;  Frank  A.  Lohman,  Ward  10 
John  A.  CoUicott,  Ward  17;  Henry  L.  Billings 
Ward  21;  Edward  Webb,  Ward  16;  William  P, 
O'Donnell,  Ward  4;  John  A.  Doherty,  Ward  5 
Valentine  Bartsch,  Ward  23;  Albert  A.  Beal,  Ward 
20;  John  Barry,  Ward  5;  John  P.  Curley,  Ward  25 
Charles  E.  Wvman,  Ward  21;  Nathan  Brown 
Ward  11;  Edward  J.  Timmins,  Ward  10;  Michael 
J.  Sullivan,  Ward  13;  William  J.  Weiss,  Ward  1 
Benjamin  W.  O'Neil,  Ward  20;  Alexander  J, 
McEachen,  Ward  15;  Otis  J.  Aldrich,  Ward  24 
George  A.  Folsom,  Ward  17;  Ellsworth  Ferguson 
Ward  12;  James  F.  McCarty,  Ward  14;  William  F 
Russell,  Ward  10;  Harry  S.  Haines,  Ward  22. 
Charles  A.  Rick,  Ward  9;  James  E.  Aitken,  Ward 
23;  George  F.  O'Donnell,  Ward  15;  Herbert  E 
Yerxa,  Ward  11;  Thomas  R.  Sullivan,  Ward  11 
Albert  B.  Sampson,  Ward  25;  John  P.  Travis 
Ward   17;  James  F.   Stokes,  Ward  8. 


NEW   BACK   BAY   STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the   Mayor,   March   11,    1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
under  date  of  February  17,  1912,  accompanied  by 
plans  giving  the  course  of  a  proposed  street  or 
streets  between  the  Art  Museum  and  Jersey  street, 
across  the  Back  Bay  Fens,  with  estimates  of  the 
cost.  The  Park  Commissioners  are  desirous  of 
building  this  street,  which  embraces  a  bridge 
over  the  brook  and  a  rearrangement  of  the  water 
course  and  the  Fenway  in  this  vicinity,  if  a  suitable 
appropriation  is  made  by  the  city  government. 

■The  estimates  furnished  by  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners contemplate  carrying  out  the  improvement 
all  at  once  or  in  three  steps.  The  first  estimate, 
amounting  to  .1>55,650,  covers  the  building  of  two 
roads,  which  will  encircle  the  Art  Museum  and 
cross  the  water  course  in  the  direction  of  Jersey 
street.  The  second  estimate,  amounting  to 
$81,450,  includes  this  work  and  provides  further 
for  impounding  the  waters  of  the  Fens  pond  in 
front  of  the  museum  so  as  to  make  a  small  lagoon 
in  which  the  rear  of  the  building  will  be  reflected. 
The  third,  totaling  $98,010,  would  complete  the 
work  by  straightening  the  Fenway  drive,  which 
now  turns  away  from  the  Art  Museum  instead  of 
affording  the  visitor  a  nearby  view. 

In  my  opinion  these  plans  and  estimates  are 
worthy  of  attentive  study  by  your  honorable  body 
and  the  improvement,  if  carried  out,  would  greatly 
enhance  the  beauty  of  the  Art  Museum  and  the 
Fens  at  this  point,  besides  providing  a  necessary 
connection  between  Huntington  avenue  and  the 
district  in  which  the  new  baseball  grounds  are  to 
be  located. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgekald,  Mayor. 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

February  17,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Your  secretary  wrote  us  February  8 
that  you  desired  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
street  between  the  Art  Museum  and  Jersey  street 
across  the  Back  Bay  Fens.  As  the  street  suggested 
by  the  legislative  act  made  a  rather  awkward  line 
across  the  Fens,  and  as  it  had  no  connection 
towards  the  south  near  the  Art  Museum,  we  had 
a  plan  prepared  which  we  think  covers  these  diffi- 


culties. It  provides  for  an  extremely  ornamental 
relation  of  the  roads  to  the  new  Art  Museum 
building  and  an  enlargement  of  the  water  surface 
in  front  of  the  museum.  In  this  way  a  very 
sta,toly  foreground  will  be  provided  for  the  new 
building  and  the  building  itself  will  be  reflected  in 
the  water  in  a  very  pictorial  manner.  The  plan 
contemplates  at  some  time  straightening  the 
Fenway  road  directly  in  front  of  the  Art  Museum. 
Herewith  are  three  estimates:  First,  No.  3, 
$55,050,  which  covers  nothing  but  the  building  of 
the  new  roads,  u.sing  therefor  earth  from  the  sub- 
way; second  estimate,  No.  1,  .$81,450,  provides  for 
excavation  and  enlarging  the  Fens  pond  in  front 
of  the  museum,  and  finishing  all  that  work  except 
the  straightening  of  the  Fenway  road,  and  the 
third  estimate,  No.  2,  $98,010,  covers  all  this  work, 
with  the  addition  of  straightening  the  Fenway 
drive. 

Following  your  directions  we  have  conferred  with 
Mr.  Kiley  regarding  all  this  matter  and  we 
understand  that  he  fully  approves  of  the  plan 
which  we  have  prepared. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Following  are  the  estimates  referred  to: 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

February  17,  1912. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pettigrew,  Superintendent: 

Dear  Sir, — Estimate  No.  3  for  extending  Jersey 
street  across  the  Fens.  Filling  to  be  furnished  by 
the  Transit  Commission.  No  excavation  to  be 
made  in  Fens  pond. 

30,000  cubic  yards  of  fiUing  at  $0.15,  .$4,500  00 
10,000  cubic  yards  of  loam  at  $1.25.  .  12,500  00 
4,500  square  yards  of  road  surfacing 

at  $1.20 .  5,400  00 

2,500  square  yards  of  walk  surfacing 

at  $0.75 1,750  00 

Two  bridges  at  $1,.500 3,000  00 

Drainage 1,000  00 

Planting 500  00 

Total $55,650  00 

Respectfully, 

C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

February  12,  1912. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pettigrew,  Superintendent: 

Dear  Sir, — Estimate  of  cost  of  extending  Jersej' 
street  across  the  Fens,  according  to  plans  by  A.  A. 
Shurtleff,  dated  February  12,  1912: 

Estimate  No.  1. 
Fenway  drive  opposite  Art  Museum  not  to  be 
changed. 
22,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation  in 

Fens  pond  at  $1 $22,000  00 

8,000  cubic  yards  of  filling  «t  $0.60. .  4,800  00 
10,000  cubic  yards  of  loam  at  $1.25..  12,500  00 
4,500  square  yards  of  roadway  surfac- 
ing at  $1.20 5,400  00 

2,500  square  yards  of  walk  surfacing 

at  $0.70 1,750  00 

Two  bridges 30.000  00 

Retaining  wall  and  balustrade 3,500  00 

Drainage 1,000  00 

Planting 500  00 

$81,450  00 
Estimate  No.  2. 
Fenway  drive  opposite  Art  Museum  to  be  relo- 
cated. 

Estimate  No.  1 .$81,450  00 

1,600  cubic  yards  of  exca- 
vation in  drive $1,600  00 

3,000  cubic  yards  of  loam 

excavation 1,200  00 

Stairway ..    3,600  00 

Road  and  walk  surfacing, 

curb  and  gutters 10,060  00 

Planting 200  00 

10,560  00 


$98,010  00 


Respectfully, 

C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MARCH    11,    1912. 
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REFUSE   STATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1012. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  transmit  herewitli  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  requesting  that 
the  sum  of  $150,000  be  appropriated  for  the  con- 
struction of  refuse  stations  and  the  securing  of 
sites  for  the  same,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to 
exchange  any  land  that  may  be  now  under  his 
charge  for  any  other  land  that  may  be  more  suit- 
able for  the  location  of  these  stations. 

The  contract  with  the  Boston  Development 
and  Sanitary  Company,  which  goes  into  effect 
July  1,  1912,  contains  an  agreement  on  the  part 
of  the  city  to  build  four  water-front  stations  and 
two  inland  stations  and  furnish  them  to  the  con- 
tractor for  his  use.  The  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  estimates  that  the  sum  specified,  together 
with  a  loan  appropriation  of  $50,275.85  for  "Land 
and  Buildings,  Sanitary  and  Street  Cleaning 
Divisions,  Dorchester,"  will  suffice  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  sites  when  needed  and  the  construc- 
tion of  suitable  buildings.  In  my  opinion  his 
estimate  is  a  reasonable  one  and  I  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders  appropriating 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($150,000)  from  the  proceeds  of  loans  for  refuse 
stations  and  transferring  to  the  above  appropria- 
tion, when  made,  the  appropriation  of  $50,275.85 
previously  mentioned  for  "Land  and  Buildings, 
Sanitary  and  Street  Cleaning  Divisions,  Dor- 
chester." In  the  first  appropriation  order  I  have 
included  the  authorization  requested  by  the 
commissioner  to  exchange  land  now  in  the  control 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  for  other  land 
which  seems  to  him  more  suitable  for  this  purpose 
on  terms  satisfactory  to  the  Mayor  and  the  Law 
Department. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  11,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  respectfully  request  that  $150,000  be  provided 
for  the  construction  of  refuse  stations  and  the 
securing  of  sites  for  same.  These  stations  will  be 
used  for  the  transfer  of  the  city  refuse  to  the  Bos- 
ton Development  and  Sanitary  Company,  whose 
contract  for  the  disposal  of  city  refuse  becomes 
effective  July  1,  1912.  The  above  $150,000  is  in 
addition  to  850,275.85,  which  is  now  available  for 
this  purpose. 

I  would  further  request  that  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  be  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor,  to  exchange  any  land  that  may  be 
now  under  his  eliarge  on  a  basis  which  seems  fair 
to  said  commissioner  for  any  other  land  that  may 
be  more  suitable  for  location  of  these  stations. 
Respectfully"", 

L.    K.    RO0RKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council. 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  ($150,000)  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated,  to  be  cxpen(ied  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  "Land 
and  Buildings,  Refuse  Stations,"  and  that  in  the 
securing  of  sites  for  said  stations  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  be  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor,  and  by  an  instrument  or  instruments 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department,  to  exchange 
any  land  under  his  control  for  other  land  that  may 
seem  to  him  more  suitable  for  the  purpose;  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness to  said  amount. 


City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  bo  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  appropria- 
tion for  "Land  and  Buildings,  Sanitary  and  Street 
Cleaning  Divisions,  Dorchester,"  to  the  appro- 
priation for  "Land  and  Buildings,  Refuse  Stations," 
when  made. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the 
Council,  made  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1912: 

Francis  W.  Darling  (110  East  River  street,  Ward 
26),  Andrew  L.  Sherman  (189  Fairmount  avenue, 
Ward  26),  James  J.  Kinneally  and  Henry  E. 
Chamberlin  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

Virgil  N.  Whittum  (176  West  Brookline  street, 
Ward  12),  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark. 

Carl  Burrows  (37  Laurel  street,  Somerville)  and 
George  F.  Ryan  (6  Homer  square,  Somerville),  to 
be  Weighers  of  Beef. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


BATH   HOUSE,   CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  accompanying  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  makes  it 
evident  that  the  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  Bath 
House,  Cliarlestown,  is  insufficient  to  allow  for  the 
alterations  contemplated  and  the  bill  for  archi- 
tectural services.  The  total  of  these  two  figures, 
taking  tlie  lowest  bid  submitted,  amounts  to  a 
little  more  than  $39,000.  I  recommend,  therefore, 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  loan  order, 
adding  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  the  appropriation 
for  Bath  House,  Charlestown. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgeb.ild,  Mayor. 

Public  Buildings  Department, 

March  8,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — ■  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  bids 
were  publicly  opened  at  this  office  to-day  for  the 
alterations  on  the  Armory  Building,  corner  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  Lexington  streets,  Charlestown, 
with  the  following  results: 

J.  E.  Locatelli  Company,  Inc $35,494  00 

McGahey  &  O'Connor 35,623  00 

A.  Varnerin  Company 39,754  00 

In  reference  to  the  foregoing  I  would  say  that 
as  the  appropriation  for  doing  this  work  is  only 
$30,000  you  will  observe  tliat  the  lowest  bid 
received  is  $5,494  in  excess  of  said  sum. 

There  will  also  be  a  bill  for  architectural  services 
of  about  $3,600  which  will  have  to  be  provided 
and  this  will  bring  an  approximate  total  of  about 
$40,000. 

Respectfully, 

M.  J.  Fish, 
Superintendent  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  (10,000) 
dollars  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  and  added 
to  the  appropriation  for  Bath  House,  Charlestown, 
and  that  to  meet  this  additional  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ARLINGTON   STREET   EXTENSION. 

The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  confirmation  of  the  statement  contained  in 
the  communication  of  the  Finance  Commission 
to  your  honorable  body,  under  date  of  March  7, 
1912,  that  "a  plan  has  been  devised,  to  which  the 
agent  of  the  railroad  assents,  and  which  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  Jias  approved,  permitting  the 
railroad  to  volunteer  to  contribute  $44,000  toward 
general  municipal  purposes,  leaving  the  original 
assessments  as  at  first  estimated,"  I  submit  here- 
with a  communication  from  Mr.  Laurence   Minot. 

Mr.  Minot  states  that  this  arrangement  "will 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Railroad  Company's  Park 
Square  Committee,"  provided  the  other  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  railroad  company's  offer  are 
acceptable  to  the  city. 

'This  offer,  while  not  increasing  the  amount 
which  the  railroad  originally  agreed  to  pay,  makes 
it  possible  to  collect  a  larger  sum  from  the  other 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


luMiolu'lnrii'S  of  tlu-  iiiiprovoiiu'nl,,  niul,  in  my 
opinion,  slioiikl  taoilitate  a  dcpision  by  your 
l\onornbli-  boily  upon  tho  question  of  passing  the 
lotui  order  roponnnendcd  by  :no  at  your  meeting 
of  February  10,  1912. 

Respectfully, 
,IoHN  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

March  11,  1912. 
Hon.  Jolin  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Bo.9ton: 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  tlie  statement  in  the 
recent  report  of  the  Finance  Commission  in  regard 
to  the  extension  of  Arlington  street  tliat  the  agent 
of  tho  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road Company  assented  to  the  proposal  tliat, 
instead  of  paying  a  betterment  tax  of  $250,000, 
the  railroad  company  should  pay  a  betterment 
tax  of  $200,000  only  and  should  i)ay  the  difference 
of  $44,000  into  the  City  Treasury  for  the  general 
purposes  of  the  city,  I  beg  to  say  that  such  an 
arrangement  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Railroad 
Company's  Park  Square  Committee,  provided  the 
other  terms  and  conditions  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany's offer,  as  embodied  in  my  letters  to  you 
dated  December  27,  1911,  December  ■  29,  1911, 
and  March  7,  1912,  are  acceptable  to  the  city. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Laurence  Minot. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY. 
(See  later.) 

The  following  was  also  received: 

18  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  March  7,  1912. 
Hon.  John  J.  Attridge, 

President  City  Council: 
Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  for  your  informa- 
tion and  for  that  of  the  City  Council  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  am  to-day  sending  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  Arlington 
street. 

Yours  truly, 

Laurence  Minot. 
Inclosed  was  the  following: 

March  7,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — At  your  request  I   wrote  you  under 
dates  of   December  21,    1911,   and  December   29, 

1911,  offering,  on  behalf  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company,  to 
cooperate  with  the  city  in  the  matter  of  the  pro- 
posed extension  of  Arlington  street,  in  the  manner 
and  on  the  terms  set  forth  •  in  the  two  letters 
above  referred  to.  The  offer  was  conditional  on 
its  acceptance  by  the  city  prior  to  February  1, 
1912. 

Although  the  City  Council  showed  no  disposi- 
tion to  accept  the  offer  of  the  railroad  company 
within  the  time  specified,  you  publicly  expressed 
your  intention  to  submit  the  matter  again  to  the 
City  Council  which   took  office   on  February   5, 

1912,  and,  in  view  of  your  intention,  I  allowed  it 
to  be  understood  that  the  offer  would  remain  open 
for  a  short  period  but  always  subject  to  with- 
drawal by  the  railroad  company.  In  accordance 
with  the  intention  expressed  by  j'ou,  you  resub- 
mitted the  matter  to  the  City  Council  at  a  meeting 
specially  called  on  February  16,  1912,  and  the 
Council,  Instead  of  taking  steps  to  accept  the  offer, 
referred  it  to  the  Finance  Commission  with  a 
request  for  a  report  within  three  weeks.  The 
three  weeks  expire  to-morrow  and  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Commission  will  presumably  be  in 
hand  at  that  time. 

Believing  as  I  do  that  the  offer  made  by  the 
railroad  company  was  a  very  liberal  one  and  that 
the  city  has  had  ample  opportunity  to  consider 
and  act  upon  its  acceptance,  I  do  not  feel  justified 
in  further  delaying  the  development  of  the  rail- 
road company's  property  or  in  allowing  to  remain 
open  indefinitely  an  offer  originally  made  with  a 
view  to  its  acceptance  on  or  before  February  1, 
1912,  and  which  we  cannot  leave  open  without 
allowing  our  property  to  remain  idle  and  unpro- 
ductive. I  therefore  notify  you  that  unless  an 
appropriation  sufficient  for  the  extension  of 
Arlington  street,  in  accordance  with  the  railroad 
company's  offer,  becomes  available  during  the 
current  month  and  unless  the  street  is  laid  out 
by  the  Street  Commissioners  within  a  reasonable 
time  after  the  appropriation  becomes  available, 
I  must  ask  you  to  consider  the  offer  as  definitely 
withdrawn. 

Should  an  appropriation  for  this  extension 
become  available  at  some  later  time,   I  shall  be 


glad  to  rccomn\end  to  tlie  railroad  company  that 
it  cooperate  with  the  city  in  such  manner  and  to 
such  extent  as  circumstances  at  that  time  may 
warrant,  but  I  feel  that  further  delay  in  the  matter 
should  be  at  the  expense  of  the  city  and  not  at 
tlie  expense  of  the  railroad  company,  whoso  land 
is  l.ving  idle. 

Thanking  you  for  your  earnest  efforts  to  secure 
an  early  consideration  of  this  matter  by  the  Council, 
I  am, 

Yours  respectfully, 

Laurence  Minot. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY. 
(Taken  up  later.     See  later.) 

The  following  was  also  received: 

Boston,  March  7,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Tiie  commission  respectfully  sub- 
mits its  report  on  the  investigation  of  the  proposed 
extension  of  Arlington  street,  which  you  requested 
on  February  10,  1912. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  extension  is  approxi- 
mately $014,000  and,  as  under  the  statute  not 
exceeding  one-half  the  cost  can  be  a.ssessed  as 
betterments,  the  estimated  net  cost  to  the  city  ia 
approximately  the  other  half,  or  $307,000.  There 
are,  however,  two  uncertain  factors  in  this  com- 
putation, which  may  bring  both  the  entire  cost 
and  the  net  cost  to  the  city  considerably  above 
the  foregoing  estimates.  Thus  it  is  possible, 
although  perhaps  not  probable,  that  the  estate 
at  320  Boyiston  street  may  cost  the  city  more 
than  the  amount  which  has  been  estimated, 
namely,  $225,000,  in  which  event  the  total  cost 
would  exceed  $014,000.  Again,  the  city  may 
not  be  able  to  collect  as  much  in  asses.sments 
upon  the  estates  benefited  by  the  extension  as 
has  been  estimated.  In  either  case  the  net  cost 
to  the  city  would  be  more  than  $307,000;  and  it 
might  be  large  enough  to  require  practically  all 
of  the  $400,000  loan  now  pending  in  the  City 
Council. 

The  legal  aspects  of  the  case  are  most  unfavor- 
able to  the  city's  interests.  The  city,  as  already 
pointed  out,  may  collect  in  betterments  not  over 
one-half  of  the  co.st  of  an  improvement,  in  this 
case  estimated  at  $307,000.  Of  this  the  railroad 
could  be  assessed  not  over  $200,000  and  the  other 
property  owners  within  125  feet  could  be  assessed 
the  remaining  $101,000,  but  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  the  principal  land 
owner  to  be  benefited,  offers  to  pay  $250,000, 
which  is  $44,000  more  than  the  maximum  which 
it  is  estimated  that  it  can  be  assessed,  and  to  con- 
vey to  the  city  at  cost  Nos.  314  and  318  Boyiston 
street.  If  this  offer  could  be  accepted  the  city's 
share  would  be  only  $203,000  instead  of  $307,000; 
.but  a  technical  difficulty  may  prevent  the  city 
from  receiving  more  than  the  assessed  better- 
ments, because  the  other  benefited  landowners 
might  resist  the  jjayment  of  a  part  of  their  assess- 
ment on  the  theory  that  the  citj'  would  be  reim- 
bursed more  than  one-half  of  the  total  cost.  A 
plan  has,  however,  been  devised  to  which  the 
agent  of  the  railroad  assents  and  which  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  has  approved,  permitting  the 
railroad  to  volunteer  to  contribute  $44,000  toward 
general  municipal  purposes,  leaving  the  original 
assessments  as  at  first  estimated. 

If  the  railroad  will  pay  the  city  $44,000  to  be 
thus  used  and  also  pay  $206,000  in  assessments, 
which  was  the  original  estimate,  the  payment  by 
the  railroad  would  still  be  only  the  $250,000  already 
offered,  but  the  citv  could  make  larger  assessments 
on  the  other  abutters.  If  $101,000  could  be  assessed 
on  the  other  abutters  the  net  cost  to  the  city  could 
then  be  reduced  to  $263,000.  The  payments 
would  then  be  as  follows: 

The  city $263,000  00 

The  railroad  in  assessments 200,000  00 

The  railroad  bv  a  bonus 44,000  00 

The  other  abutters 101,000  00 

$014,000  00 


This  arrangement,  if  carried  out  successfully, 
would  be  better  for  the  city  by  $44,000  than  the 
arrangement  under  which  the  Mayor  recommended 
the  passage  of  the  loan  by  the  City  Council.  If 
the  estate  at  320  Bovlston  street  should  cost  more 
than  $225,000  and  the  assessments  on  the  other 
abutters  should  fall  below  the  above  estimate, 
the  net  cost  to  the  city  would  be  more  than  $263,000, 
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but  even  then  the  cost  to  the  city  would  be  less 
than  under  the  original  arrangement.  If  the  city's 
share  should  be  $203,000  the  railroad's  contribu- 
tion still  seems  too  small  as  compared  with  that 
of  the  city.    The  percentages  would  be  as  follows; 

The  railroad's 40 .  72  per  cent. 

The  city's 42.83  per  cent. 

Other  abutters' 16.45  per  cent. 

The  commission,  believing  that  the  city  should 
not  be  required  to  pay  as  much  as  $20.3,000, 
informed  the  agent  of  the  railroad  that  in  the 
commission's  opinion  the  railroad  should  increase 
its  offer  above  .$250,000,  which,  as  already  stated, 
is  only  $44,000  more  than  the  maximum  amoimt 
which  the  railroad  would  be  legally  required  to 
pay  if  the  foregoing  estimates  of  cost  are  correct. 
■This  suggestion  failed,  however,  to  bring  a  better 
offer.  It  is  possible  that  a  better  bargain  might  be 
made  by  a  body  authorized  to  act  definitely  for 
the  city  with  the  agent  of  the  railroad. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  commission  is 
divided  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue  in  the 
interest  of  the  city.  A  majority  of  the  commission 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  people  of  the  city  will 
benefit  by  the  proposed  improvement  more  than 
the  cost;  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  ivould  ulti- 
mately regret  the  rejection  of  the  present  offer  if, 
as  a  consequence,  Arlington  street  should  not  be 
extended,  and  that  it  is  therefore  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  city  to  accept  the  railroad's  offer, 
even  if  the  railroad  will  receive  the  greater  benefit. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 
by  .John  F.  Moors, 
Geoffrey  B.  Lehy, 
Charles  P.  Curtis. 


I  agree  in  the  main  with  the  majority  of  the 
commission,  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  net  cost  to  the 
city  should  not  exceed  $200,000,  which  in  my 
judgment  would  be  a  liberal  contribution  by  the 
city. 

John  A.  Sullivan,  Chairman. 


Boston,  March  7,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen — I  concur  in  the  main  with  the  fore- 
going majority  opinion,  but  wish  to  add  a  few 
observations  and  am  forced  to  draw  a  slightly 
different  conclusion  as  to  the  wisest  course  for  the 
city  to  pursue,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  by  the 
means  I  suggest  the  railroad  might  be  brought  to 
bear  a  fairer  proportion  of  the  cost. 

The  trouble  in  this  case  arises  from  the  unjust 
betterment  assessment  law  under  which  the  inter- 
ests- of  the  city  have  suffered  since  1902.  It  is  an 
historical  accident  (if  indeed  not  deserving  a  worse 
characterization)  that  the  assessment  of  better- 
ments for  street  improvements  has  been  limited 
(o)  to  land  within  125  feet  of  the  street  and  since 
1902  (b)  to  one-half  the  cost  of  the  improvement. 
It  is  also  limited  to  the  actual  amount  of  the 
special  benefit  resulting  to  the  assessed  land,  and 
for  this  limitation  there  is  both  equitable  and  con- 
stitutional reason.  "  For  limitations  (a)  and  (b) 
there  is  neither. 

If  the  city  had  a  proper  and  reasonable  better- 
rnent  assessment  law,  such  as  it  might  constitu- 
tionally have,  and  communities  in  other  states 
actually  do  have,  it  could  put  this  improvement 
through  and  assess  the  whole  fair  cost  to  the 
owners  of  all  land  actually  especially  Ibenefited 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  any  event  tlie 
actual  special  benefit  received.  But  the  city  has 
not  such  a  law  and  the  improvement  can  there- 
fore not  be  made  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  the  whole 
question  is  how  far  the  city  is  ju.stified  in  putting 
the  improvement  through  under  this  unjust  law, 
on  a  basis  unduly  favorable  to  the  railroad. 

I  understand  that  although  the  above  does  not 
appear  in  the  majority  report  all  my  fellow-com- 
missioners substantially  concur. 

I  further  understand  that  they  concur  in  the 
following  propositions;  _ 

I.  There  is  a  substantial  public  benefit  in  the 
improvement. 

II.  There  is  a  far  greater  private  benefit  to 
the  railroad,  and  the  railroad,  not  the  public,  is 
the  party  most  interested  in  the  extension. 

III.  A  just  settlement  would  require  the  rail- 
road to  pay  a  substantially  larger  proportion  than 
it  has  ottered  to  do. 


This  being  so  the  following  questions  arise: 

A.  Regardless  of  how  great  the  benefit  to  the 
railroad  may  be,  is  the  benefit  to  the  public  worth 
the  money  the  city  must  pay  under  the  railroad's 
offer? 

B.  If  yes,  is  the  city  justified  in  refusing  to 
pay  the  money  merely  because  the  railroad  will 
not  pay  as  much  as  it  ought? 

In  order  to  advise  against  accepting  the  rail- 
road's offer  it  appears  to  be  necessary  for  anyone 
accepting  propositions  I.,  II.  and  III.  either  to 
answer  A  in  the  negative,  or  B  in  the  affirmative 
or  else  to  see  hope  of  obtaining  a  larger  contribu- 
tion from  the  railroad. 

My  fellow-commissioners  who  have  signed  the 
majority  report  answer  A  in  the  aflirmative  and 
B  in  the  negative,  that  is,  they  feel  clear  that 
the  public  benefit  will  be  greater  than  the  net 
public  cost,  and  do  not  believe  the  city  ought  to 
lose  this  benefit  merely  because  the  railroad  will 
not  pay  its  fair  share.  The  chairman's  dissent- 
ing opinion  must  speak  for  itself. 

For  my  own  part  I  am  in  grave  doubt  as  to 
question  A.  There  is-  no  question  that  there  is  a 
considerable  public  benefit;  but  there  is  also  no 
doubt  left  in  my  mind  from  all  the  evidence 
presented  to  us  that  this  benefit  has  been  greatly 
exaggerated,  that  it  will  be  a  benefit  chiefly 
from  the  standpoint  of  sestheties,  sentiment 
and  convenience  (tfierefore  not  measureable  in 
dollars  and  cents),  and  that  probably  as  strong  a 
case  could  be  made  for  spending  the  public  money 
on  other  .street  improvements  which  would  yield 
at  least  as  great  a  proportionate  return  to  the 
public.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  very  large, 
clear  and  direct  benefit  to  the  railroad  in  dollars 
and  cents.  On  the  whole,  I  am  ready  to  see  the 
city  spend  say  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  (or 
about  forty  per  cent  of  the  cost)  but  not  substanti- 
ally more. 

As  to  question  B,  I  answer  it  in  the  negative. 
Although  I  can  imagine  a  case  where,  as  a  matter  of 
discipline  and  example,  the  city  had  better  forego 
an  improvement  rather  than  unduly  aid  a  grasping 
and  noncontributing  individual,  yet  this  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  so  strong  a  ca.se.  The  railroad 
can  (and  does)  fairly  argue  that  ever  since  1902  it, 
as  a  landowner  and  a  taxpayer,  lias  helped  bear 
the  burden  of  the  unjust  betterment  assessment 
law,  and  that  now  it  should  not  be  rejectSd  when 
its  turn  comes  to  benefit.  It  is  a  partial  (but  only 
a  partial)  answer  to  this  to  point  out  that  since  the 
creation  of  the  original  Finance  Commission  in  1907 
a  great  check  has  been  placed  on  the  city's  opera- 
tions under  the  bad  law.  It  does  seem  a  pity  that 
in  so  conspicuous  and  much  discussed  a  case,  with 
a  large  public  service  corporation  the  beneficiary, 
the  vicious  practice  of  the  five  years  from  1902  to 
1907  should  be  revived,  onlj'  slightly  ameliorated 
by  the  railroad's  offer  of  a  small  bonus  which — 
under  tiie  original  plan — would  inure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  other  asssssable  owners,  not  the  city. 

Balancing  these  conflicting  considerations  I  con- 
clude that  if  I  were  actually  satisfied  the  railroad 
would  not  under  any  circumstances  pay  another 
dollar,  I  should  recommend  accepting  its  present 
offer.  But  I  am  not  so  satisfied.  I  am  satisfied  it 
will  not  make  another  offer  of  its  own  motion, 
because  it  has  become  discouraged  at  the  long 
delays  and  uncertainties  its  offer  has  encountered, 
and  does  not  care  to  take  a  step  which  might 
merely  prolong  discussion  and  end  in  further  dis- 
appointment. But  I  cannot  help  believing  that  if 
the  city,  on  its  part,  should  make  what  amounted 
to  a  fair  counter  offer  on  which  the  railroad  could 
rely,  public  spirit,  aided  by  intelligent  self  interest 
and  regard  for  its  public  reputation,  could  be 
counted  on  to  secure  acceptance.  If  not,  the  public 
could  readily  place  the  blame  directly  with  the  cor- 
poration. Accordingly,  I  recommend  that  the 
Council  pass  an  order  appropriating  $307,000  (i.  e., 
the  city's  lialf  of  the  estimated  gross  cost)  to  be 
expended  if  and  when  the  Street  Commissioners 
file  with  the  City  Clerk  an  estimate  showing  that 
the  whole  improvement  can  be  made  at  a  final 
estimated  net  cost  to  the  city  not  exceeding 
$2.50,000. 

This  amounts  to  an  offer  on  the  part  of  the  city 
to  put  the  improvement  through  if  the   railroad 
.will: 

1.  Work  out  with  the  Street  Commissioners, 
■  along  lines  already  suggested  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, a  reliable  plan  whereby  its  bonus  (i.  e.,  the 
sum  it  is  willing  to  pay  over  and  above  its  esti- 
mated assessable  betterment)  shall  legally  be 
made  to  inure  to  the  benefit  of  tlie  city  instead  of 
to  the  benefit  of  the  other  abutters. 
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2.  Kniso  tliis  bonus  fi-oin  $-14,000  to  |;57,000. 

3.  Satisfj'  the  Street  Commissioners  that  the 
cost  of  the  estate  at  320  Boylstori  street  will  not 
exceed  §225,000. 

It  is  true  that  the  money  difference  between 
this  and  the  present  offer  of  the  railroad  is,  from 
one  point  of  view,  small;  yet  not  only  does  it 
represent  a  sum  well  worth  saving  in  itself,  but — 
far  more  important — it  sets  a  wholesome  precedent 
for  the  future. 

Rospectfullj'  submitted, 

Francis  N.  Balch. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Conn.  KENNY. 
(See  later.) 

The  order  recommended  by  the  Mayor  for 
adoption  for  a  loan  of  $400,000  for  Arlington  street 
extension,  to  become  efi'ective  unless  previously 
rejected  or  withdrawn,  after  April  14,  and  which 
was  filed  February  14  and  referred  to  the  Finance 
Commission,  was  also  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion 
•of  Coun.  KENNY,  who  said: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  the  order  lie  on  the 
table.  The  Committee  on  Finance  has  already 
met  and  has  considered  this  Arlington  street  exten- 
sion. It  has  voted  to  report  "Ought  not  to  pass," 
on  the  Mayor's  order  for  $400,000,  but  has  also 
voted  to  report  back  in  a  new  draft  another  order, 
I  would  therefore  move,  pending  the  report  of  the 
committee  a  little  later,  that  the  order  for  $400,000 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table,     , 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  ICENNY  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  move  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  appropriating 
$400,000  for  the  extension  of  Arlington  street, 
and  then  I  shall  move  that  that  order  be  rejected. 
I  hold  in  mjr  hand  a  new  order  which  is  the  result 
of  the  vote  taken  to-day  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  which  I  shall  explain  when  it  is  presented. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table  and  rejected, 
on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY. 

Coun.  KENNY  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $364,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  for  the  Arlington  street 
extension,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  as  that  order 
is  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  I  shall  move 
that  it  be  given  a  first  reading  this  afternoon.  ^  I 
should  like  to  say  jxist  a  word  or  two  in  connection 
with  the  order.  The  Committee  on  Finance  at  a 
meeting  to-day  considered  very  carefully  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  majority  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, and  also  of  the  individual  members.  The 
Committee  on  Finance  felt — and  its  action  is  along 
these  lines — that  it  desired  to  adopt  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  majority  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission. Personally  I  desire  to  say  that  I  think 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission  occupies 
quite  a  tenable  position  in  this  matter,  and  I  wish 
to  go  on  record  as  indorsing  his  position.  I  think  he 
is  right  in  saying  that  $200,000  is  as  much  as  the 
City  Council  should  be  called  upon  to  contribute 
towards  this  project.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  large 
matter,  it  is  a  matter  that  has  received  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of  the  Real 
Estate  Exchange,  and  it  is  a  very  comprehensive 
plan  for  the  development  of  that  section.  I  believe 
it  is  a  local  development,  but  after  very  mature 
reflection  and  consideration  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  city  is  justified  peihaps  as  a  matter  of  expedi- 
ency ip  going  beyond  the  recommendations  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission  and  adopting 
the  recommendation  of  his  confreres  on  that  Board, 
the  three  who  signed  the  majority  report,  inasmuch 
as  it  will  mean  bringing  the  matter  to  a  conclusion 
and,  while  yielding  something,  reaching  results 
which  in  the  end  must  of  course  be  satisfactory  to 
everybody.  This  loan  of  .5364,000  does  not  mean 
that  the  City  of  Boston  is  going  to  be  called  upon 
to  pay  that  much  money,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
financing  the  project,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  it  is  necessary  to  add 
about  $100,000.  This  sum  will  be  returned  to  the 
city  by  way  of  betterment  assessments  after  the 
improvement  is  made;  so  it  must  be  understood 
that,  while  the  Council  now  offers  a  loan  of  $364,000 
we  have  in  contemplation  that  of  that  sum  about 
$100,000  will  come  back  to  the  city  in  assessments 
from  people  other  than  the  railroad  company,  who 
are  liable  and  will  be  liable  for  their  proper  assess- 


rneut.  I  think,  therefore,  that  with  this  explana- 
tion I  will  conclude,  moving  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  there  is  not 
much  sense  in  my  opposing  this  order  to-day,  but 
as  I  have  opposed  it  constantly  from  the  first  I 
feel  that  I  o\ight  to  do  so  at  this  time.  I  do  not 
tliink  it  is  right  that  the  City  of  Boston  should 
expend  one  cent  in  the  development  of  this  prop- 
erty. When  such  an  authority  as  former  Mayor 
Matthews  has  written  an  article  against  this, 
stating  that^  it  was  the  development  of  property 
of  purely  private  interests  and  was  not  a  general 
improvement,  it  seems  to  me  his  argument  ought 
to  have  some  weight,  not  alone  with  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  but  with  everybody  naturally  inter- 
ested in  the  proposition.  We  all  know  that  in 
the  outlying  districts  of  Boston  poor  people  owning 
property  have  to  develop  that  property  them- 
selves and  then  ask  the  city  to  accept  the  streets. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  proper  that  the  city  should 
expend  all  this  money,  even  though  the  money 
for  betterment  assessments  might  come  back  to 
the  city  later.  How  do  we  know  that  people  out- 
side of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  property,  the  other  people  in  the  section, 
want  this  to  go  through?  Perhaps  thej'  are  not 
to-day  in  a  position  to  pay  betterment  assessments. 
I  do  not  believe  we  are  doing  right,  in  view  of  the 
conditions  existing  in  other  sections  of  the  city, 
in  appropriating  this  amount  of  money  to-day.  I 
remember  when  I  was  in  the  Legislature  that  Mr. 
McDonald  got  through  a  bill  for  the  widening  of 
Chelsea  street  in  Charlestown,  which  authorized 
the  city  to  borrow  money,  as  I  remember  it,  to 
the  extent  of  $200,000  outside  of  the  debt  limit. 
We  have  done  nothing  on  Chelsea  street  in  Charles- 
town  in  all  these  years,  and  that  was  during  Mayor 
Fitzgerald's  first  administration.  It  is  a  main 
artery  connecting  Chelsea  and  aU  the  outlying 
cities  to  the  north  with  the  City  of  Boston;  and 
it  seems  to  me  the  widening  of  Chelsea  street  in 
Charlestown,  of  Hampden  street  in  Roxbury,  of 
streets  in  other  sections,  is  much  more  needed  than 
the  extension  of  Arlington  street  at  the  present 
time.  You  now  have  Church,  Berkeley  and  Dart- 
mouth streets  as  thoroughfares  in  that  particular 
section.  You  will  remember  that  when  we  had 
the  public  hearing  we  were  told  that  the  amount 
of  travel  on  those  streets  was  not  commensurate 
with  the  width  of  the  streets  at  the  present  time, 
that  there  was  nothing  even  approaching  conges- 
tion. I  don't  see  what  particular  advantage  the 
extension  of  Arlington  street  will  be  to  the  citizens 
of  Boston  outside  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford,  Railroad,  and  a  few  people  like  Mr. 
Minot  and  others,  who  are  of  course  interested. 
I  do  not  blame  those  people  if  they  can  get  us  to 
appropriate  money.  Perhaps  if  I  were  in  their 
place  I  might  feel  that  way  myself.  But  it  seems 
to  me  we  ought  to  consider  the  entire  City  of  Bos- 
ton when  we  are  voting  on  this  question  to-day  and 
remember  that  other  sections  are  in  need  of  improve- 
ments much  more  than  the  people  of  that  particular 
section  are  in  need  of  Arlington  street.  I  was  in 
hopes  the  order  would  not  pass  to-day.  I  shall 
not,  however,  take  any  time  in  arguing  against 
it,  because  I  know  that  I  am  alone.  But  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  feel  that  I  ought  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  city's  giving  any  money  for  the  development 
of  land  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  order  for 
$364,000  takes  the  place,  as  I  understand  it,  of  a 
loan  order  which  I  offered  in  the  Council^  and 
which  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
providing  $375,000.  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  if  I  am  correct  in  that  state- 
ment. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  have  here 
other  reports  from  the  committee,  and  among  the 
reports  is  one  on  an  order  that  was  offered  by 
the  member  from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Smith)  for  the. 
amount  of  money  he  mentions,  upon  which  order 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to-day  decided  that  no 
further  action  was  necessary. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  glad 
to, withdraw  any  such  order  because  it  is  not  really 
needed.  The  exact  amount  of  money  needed  is 
$364,000.  My  order  for  $375,000  was  $25,000 
less  than  the  order  the  Mayor  put  in,  and  it  seemed 
to  me  that  it  would  be  ample  to  cover  all  con- 
tingencies; but  I  now  feel  that  $364,000  is  enough 
with  the  information  we  have.  The  exact  amount 
necessary   to   purchase   the   two   buildings   owned 
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by  tlie  Park  square  trustees  is  8381,550.  The 
amount  of  money  estimated  as  necessary  to  take 
the  house  of  the  Sargent  estate  on  Boylston  street 
is  $225,000.  That  is  a  high  figure  to  put  on  that 
property,  the  land  being  as.sessed  for  only  $1.50,000 
and  the  building  for  $18,000;  therefore,  it  seems 
that  $225,000  is  an  ample  allowance  for  that 
property.  The  total  amoimt  for  tiiose  properties 
ia  $606,550,  which,  with  $7,500  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  the  street  itself,  gives  a  total  of 
$614,050.  The  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  will  be  assessed  for  betterments  $200,000, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $408,050.  'I'here  should  be 
subtracted  from  this,  however,  $44,000  which  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  road  is  willing 
to  pay  in  addition  to  the  assessment  they  are 
liable  to  pay,  because  they  realise  that  they  are 
the  chief  beneficiaries  from  this  improvement. 
Subtracting  that  .$44,000  leaves  a  balance  of 
.$304,050.  Therefore,  the  loan  order  as  we  have 
it  before  us  now  is  ample  to  cover  the  improve- 
ment, and  I  am  very  glad  to  withdraw  any  argu- 
ments I  may  have  made  in  favor  of  $375,000.  I 
trust  that  the  measure  will  pass  in  spite  of  any 
remarks  Mr.  Buckley  has  made,  as  I  believe  this 
improvement  is  of  importance  not  only  to  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  but 
to  the  business  district.  We  are  sufTering  from 
congestion  of  business  in  a  veiy"  small  area  in 
Boston  and  this  is  one  of  the  most  practical  ways 
out  of  the  situ.ation.  It  allows  business  to  extend 
over  an  area  now  entirely  unused,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  Council  will  pass  the  measure. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  this  matter 
of  the  extension  of  Arlington  street  has  been  before 
the  Coimcil  for  more  than  six  months  in  one  form 
and  another.  I^ast  .year  the  city  government 
rejected  the  extension  and  widening  of  Ferdinand 
street  and  dismissed  without  prejudice  the  exten- 
sion of  Arlington  street  from  Columbus  avenue  to 
Boylston  street.  At  that  time  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Council  that  it  was  a  meritoriou.s 
improvement.  A  short  time  after  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  sent  in  an  order  whiuh  this  Council 
rejected  without  prejudice,  its  purpoise  being  to 
see  if  the  railroad  would  not  make  a  better  trade 
with  the  City  of  Boston.  The  proposition  of  the 
Mayor  at  that  time  involved  tlie  expenditure  of 
$400,000  for  the  purpose,  and  that  proposition 
the  City  Council  defeated,  as  I  say,  without 
prejudice.  Since  that  time  we  have  had  reports 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Real  Estate 
Exchange  and  the  Finance  Commission.  The 
City  Council  has,  I  believe,  acted  deliberately  and 
cautiously  in  the  matter.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
last  year's  City  Council  I  said  that  the  coming 
City  Council  would  look  at  the  matter  from  a 
broad  point  of  view  and  would  do  what  it  believed 
was  for  the  best  interests  of  Boston.  In  a  nutshell 
this  is  the  situation:  If  this  street  is  put  through 
under  the  general  act  by  the  Street  Couimissioners 
it  will  cost  us  more  than  it  will  cost  us  under  this 
order.  We  are  now  proposing  to  .spend  less  than 
has  ever  been  suggested  for  this  improvement. 
In  other  words,  I  believe  we  have  come  to  a  good 
solution  of  the  question.  We  have  tried  to  get 
as  much  as  we  could  from  the  railroad  and  appar- 
ently after  thorough  investigation  this  is  the  best 
proposition  that  has  been  or  will  be  offered,  and 
I  believe  that  now  is  the  time  to  accept  it.  I 
believe  that  when  this  thing  is  put  through  property 
in  that  vicinity  will  be  enchanced  in  value,  that 
property  in  that  part  of  the  city  which  has  for 
years  been  dead  will  again  come  to  life,  and  that 
the  improvement  will  inure  to  the  betterment  of 
our  real  estate  values  in  that  section  and  to  the 
benefit  of  the  city  as  a  whole. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  8  and  nay.s  1,  Coun.  BUCKLEY  voting  nay. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  order  will  take 
its  second  reading  not  less  than  fourteen  days 
from  to-day. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McDonald,  the  communications  from  the 
Finance  Commission,  from  the  Mayor  and  from 
Mr.  Laurence  Minot,  in  regard  to  the  extension 
of  Arlington  street,  were  taken  from  the  table 
and  were,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  placed 
on  file. 


PERMITS   FOR  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  u.se  of  explosives,  as  follows: 

Perry  Brothers,  to  keep,  store  and  sell  gasolene 
at  35  Stanhope  street,  for  one  year,  from  March  3. 
1912. 


Boston  Protective  Department,  to  keep  gasolene 
at  159-161 J  Roxbury  street  for  one  year,  from 
March  11,  1912. 

Harold  L.  Bond  Company,  to  keep,  store  and 
sell  detonators  at  48  Purchase  street  for  one  year, 
from  March  11,  1912. 

Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Corporation,  to  keep  and 
store  dynamite  at  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  Morton 
street,  for  one  year,  from  March  3,  1912. 

Reliance  Motor  Truck  Company,  to  keep  and 
sell. gasolene  at  944  Massachusetts  avenue  for  one 
year,  from  July  19,  1911. 

Dr.  A.  De  Robertis,  to  keep  and  store  gasolene 
at  32  Gaston  street.  Ward  21,  for  one  year,  from 
March  16,  1912. 

Thomas  A.  Elston  &  Co.,  to  keep,  store  and  sell 
gasolene  at  370  Dorchester  avenue.  South  Boston, 
for  one  year,  from  August  19,  1911. 

Harold  L.  Bond  Company,  to  keep,  store  and 
sell  detonators  at  383  Atlantic  avenue  for  one 
year,  from  March  11,  1912. 

Boston  Protective  Department,  to  keep  gasolene 
at  4  Appleton  street  (area  in  rear)  tor  one  year, 
from  March   11,   1912. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


COAL  AND   COICE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF  HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  of  hearing  on  March  14, 
before  the  Directors  of  the  Port  of  Boston  on 
petition  of  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company 
to  lay  conduits  in  Chelsea  creek. 

Placed  on  file. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  Qf  hearing  on  petition  of  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  for  approval  of  pro- 
posed changes  at  Rowes  Wharf  Station. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR  SOCIAL   LAW 
LIBRARY. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  proprietors  of 
the  Social  Law  Ijibrary  for  the  customary  annual 
appropriation  of  $1,000  for  the  support  of  the 
library. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   TEMPORARY 
CORPORATION   COUNSEL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  6,  1912. 
John  T.  Priest,  Esq., 

City  Clerk  of  Boston: 
Sir, — Under  the  authority  contained  in  section 
12  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  you  are 
hereby  notified  that  I  have  this  day  designated 
James  R.  Murphy,  member  Board  of  Appeal,  to 
serve  as  temporary  Corporation  Counsel,  until 
such  time  as  a  permanent  head  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment has  been  appointed  by  Mayor  John  F. 
Fitzgerald  and  approved  by  the  Civil  Service 
Commission. 

Respectfully, 
John  J.  Attridqe,  Acting  Mayor. 


MEN   HIRED   BY   GAS   COMPANY. 
The  following  was  received: 

Local  No.  3  of  Boston  and  Vicinity, 

Boston,  February  29,  1912. 
Mr.  John  Priest, 

City  Clerk: 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  instructed  by  my  local  to 
write  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  pro- 
testing against  the  methods  used  by  the  Boston 
Consolidated  Gas  Company  in  hiring  firemen 
and  engineers  from  paid  employment  agencies, 
instead  of  the  Free  State  Employment  or  the 
Firemen  and  Engineers   Union's  office.     We  feel 
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that  tho  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  is  a 
public  service  corporation  and  feel  that  the  City 
Council  should  take  action  on  same. 

TrustiuR    to    hear    from    you    concerning    this 
matter,  I  am, 

Very  tj'uly  yours, 
Thomas  H.  Dow,  Business  Agent. 
Referred  to  tho  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  tho  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Bessie  A.  Roberts,  for  compensation  for  damage 
caused  by  a  fall  in  front  of  the  Dorchester  High 
School. 

Patrick  F.  Kelley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
at  29  Deane  street  by  overflow  from  gutter. 

F.  L.  Boudrot,  for  compensation  for  damage 
by  the  flooding  of  cellar  at  1622  Tremont  street. 

Charles  Ardolino,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  his  son  James  who  was  run  over  by  a  wagon  of 
the  Fire  Department. 

Arthur  A.  Sullivan,  for  payment  for  repairing 
clock  on  Lyceum  Hall,  East  Boston. 

Maria  Hendrioks,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defective  water  shut-oii  on  Gay  Head 
street. 

Bert  Gottie,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on  account 
of  injuries  received  on  Charlestown  Bridge. 

M.  Delahanty,  for  compensation  for  damage  at 
6  Bulfinch  street,  by  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

John  Carleton  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  at  11  Wareham  street. 

George  Hoerrner,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  149  Fisher  avenue  by  the  breaking  of  a  drain. 

Executive. 

James  Alfred  Finley,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  20  Franklin  street,  Ward  25,  street  floor. 

William  W.  Everts,  for  a  permit  for  children  to 
appear  at  Bloomfield  Hall  on  evenings  of  March 
19  and  20. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

President  ATTRIDGE,  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness, called  up  No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  26,  of  Joseph  H.  Ryan,  to  be  a 
Constable  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1912. 

The  question  came  on, confirmation. 

Committee,  Coun.  Collins  and  Smith.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appointment 
was  confirmed. 


AUSTIN   STREET   LAND   RELEASES. 

President  ATTRIDGE,  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness, called  up  No.  2,  viz. : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with 
order.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  l^ehalf  of  the 
city,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  tlie  Law  Depart- 
ment, and  upon  the  payment  of  five  dollars  for 
each  lot  of  5,000  square  feet  or  l&ss,  or  of  said  sum 
with  one  dollar  additional  for  each  1,000  square 
feet  or  part  thereof  of  land  in  excess  of  5,000 
square  feet  per  lot,  to  release  from  time  to  time 
to  the  respective  holder  or  holders  of  the  leasehold 
estate  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  all  the  right, 
title  and  interest  of  the  city  in  and  to  the  lots  of  land 
on  and  near  Austin  street.  Brook  road.  Blue  Hills 
parkway  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  in  Milton. 

On  February  26  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  took  its 
second  and  final  reading  and  passage,  yeas  6, 
nays  0. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on  CFaims, 
submitted  a  report  in  regard  to  the  damage  caused 
the  property  of  William  J.  Beatty  by  break  in 
sewer,  recommending  the  passage  of  the.accom- 
panj'ing  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
William  J.  Beatty  the  sum  of  .$1,252,  in  compensa- 


tion for  damage  done  to  bowling  alley,  Nos.  34-40 
Chauncy  street,  January  31,  1912,  by  breaking 
of  sewer, 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  usual  order  for  payment  of  aid 
to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  in  the  month  of  March  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  79  of  the  Revised  Laws  and  acts 
in  amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


UNCLAIMED   BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Unclaimed  Baggage,  submitted  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Company  (referred  October  9,  1011)  for  sale  of 
unclaimed  baggage,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Company  be  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  public 
auction  on  or  before  May  1,  1911,  and  after  pub- 
lication of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  according 
to  law,  the  articles  left  and  remaining  unclaimed 
in  the  passenger  station  of  said  company  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


VISIT   OF   PRESIDENT,    MARCH   18. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  in  honor 
of  the  visit  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  this  citjf  on  March  18,  next,  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
be  requested  to  order  the  City  Hall  and  other 
public  buildings  and  offices  to  be  closed  on  the 
afternoon  of  that  day. 

Passed. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Messenger  rope  off  such  streets  as  the  Police 
Commissioner  may  require  on  Monday,  March  18, 
1912,  in  connection  with  the  parade  and  celebra- 
tion of  Evacuation  Day;  the  expense  thus  incurred 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expenses. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if 
this  is  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  we  passed 
last  year  which  provided  that  only  certain  streets 
should  be  roped  off.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  order  may  throw  some  light  on 
the  matter. 

President  ATTRIDGE— For  the  benefit  of  the 
Council  I  desire  to  say  that  this  is  in  South  Boston 
and  I  don't  think  that  ordinance  pertains  to  South 
Boston.  I  think  it  pertains  to  the  business  dis- 
trict of  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed. 


Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Police  Commissioner  be  authorized  to  close  to 
travel  by  vehicles,  except  fire,  police,  hospital  and 
mail  wagons,  such  streets  as  may  be  required  on 
Monday,  March  18,  1912,  in  connection  with  the 
parade  and  celebration  of  Evacuation  Day. 

Passed. 


BELL   RINOING   ON   HOLIDAYS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order  —  That 
until  otherwise  ordered,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  cause  the  bells  to  be  rung  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  noon  and  at  sunset  on 
Lincoln's  Birthday,  Wasliington's  Birthday,  Evac- 
uation Dajf,  Patriot's  Day,  Seventeenth  of  June, 
Fourth  of  July,  Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas.  The  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expense's. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  is  that  the 
general  custom  on  those  days,  to  ring  these  bells? 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Clerk  tells  me 
that  that  has  been  the  custom  for  fifty  years. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MARCH    11,    1912. 
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RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY, 
at  4.10  p.  m.i  to  talte  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
ATTRIDGE  at  5.25  p.   m. 


BATH   HOUSE,   CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of  the   Mayor,   March   H  ,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 

order   tran.sfcrring  the   sura   of   .$10,000   from   the 

appropriation    for    Reserve    Fund    when  made  to 

the  Appropriation  for  Bath  IIou.se,  Charlestown. 

Respectfully, 

John  F.  FiTzoEnALD,  Mayor. 

In  City  Council. 

Ordered,  That  imder  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  ($10,000)  from  tfie  Reserve  Fund 
when  made  to  the  appropriation  for  Bath  House, 
Charlestown. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas  9. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  (in- 
troduced earlier  in  the  meeting)  with  an  accom- 
panying order  that  $10,000  be  appropriated  and 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Bath  House,  Charles- 
town,  and  that  to  meet  this  additional  appro- 
priation tlie  City  Treasurer  be  authorized,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  the  same 
amount — that  the  same  ought  not  to  pass  without 
prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 

(2)  Report  on  the  petition  of  James  Alfred 
Finley  (referred  to-day)  to  sell,  lease  or  rent 
firearms  at  20  Franklin  street.  Ward  25,  street 
floor  —  that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  usual  con- 
ditions. 

i'i)  Report  on  the  petition  of  William  W.  Everts 
(referred  to-day)  for  a  permit  for  children  to 
appear  at  Bloomfield  Hall  on  evenings  of  March 
19  and  20  —  that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(4)  Report  on  petition  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Stationary  Engineers  (referred 
to-day)  relative  to  hiring  of  firemen  and  engineers 
by  Boston  Con.soUdated  Gas  Company — that  the 
same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  petition  placed  on  file. 

(.5)  Report  on  the  petition  of  Bo.ston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  (referred  February  16)  for 
approval  of  certain  changes,  etc.,  in  elevated 
structure  on  Atlantic  avenue,  opposite  Rowe's 
Wharf,  plan  29,  126 — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  proposed  modifications  and 
changes  in  the  elevated  structure,  platform, 
station  and  approaches  thereto  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  in  .\tlantic  avenue, 
opposite  Rowe's  Wharf,  as  shown  on  plan  numbered 
29126,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  approved  so  far  as  they  are 
upon  public  ways  or  places. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


RETIREMENT  SYSTEMS  FOR  EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  HALE  ofTered  an  order — That  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  619  of  the  Ada  of  1910,  entitled 
".\n  Act  to  Authorize  the  Cities  and  Towns  of 
tlie  Commonwealth  to  Establish  Retirement 
Systems  for  their  Employees,"  as  amended  by 
chapter  3li8  of  the  Acts  of  1911,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  are  accepted  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


METROPOLITAN   PLANNING 
COMMISSION. 

Coun.  HALE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  is  in  favor  of 
a  Metropolitan  Planning  Commission. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs  be  authorized  to  appear  on  Wednesday 
next  in  f.avor  of  such  a  commission. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  desire  to  apologize 
for  the  rest  of  the  Council  for  not  taking  this 
matter  up  sooner.  The  matter  is  now  before  the 
Committee  on  Metropolitan  Affairs  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  on  Wednesday  next  a  hearing  is  to  be 
held.  I  hoped  to  have  had  this  matter  before  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  so  that  we  could 
recommend  this  specific  legislation  which  is  before 
the  Legislature.  Since  I  have  not  been  able  to 
call  the  committee  together  and  get  the  thing 
discussed,  I  am  putting  in  this  resolution.  It  is 
simply  a  general  resolution  in  favor  of  a  Metropoli- 
tan Planning  Commission,  and  it  gives  authority 
to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  to  appear 
at  the  hearing  and  to  take  such  action  as  is  deemed 
advisable.     I  hope  that  it  will  go  through. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  vote  in  favor  of  that  resolution.  In  the 
first  place,  I  don't  know  anything  about  this 
metropolitan  planning  bill  and  unless  the  members 
of  the  Council  have  the  bill  before  them  and  are 
to  say,  and  show  reason  why,  they  sanction  it, 
I  don't  see  how  I  can  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  HAIjE — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
from  South  Boston  probably  misunderstood  me. 
I  realize  that  that  is  a  perfectly  legitimate  objection, 
and  therefore  I  framed  the  resolution  in  such  a 
way  as  not  to  cover  any  specific  bill,  but  simply 
to  favor  the  general  idea  of  a  Metropolitan  Plan- 
ning Commission,  without  committing  ourselves 
in  any  way  to  any  specific  bill.  I  drew  it  up  in 
that  way  to  obviate  the  objection  you  raised  at 
the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  satisfactory  to  everybody. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  regret  to 
say  that  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  me.  I  don't 
know  that  I  am  in  favor  of  this  city  planning 
propo.sition;  therefore  I  don't  want  to  vote  in 
favor  of  a  resolution  that  would  indicate  that  I 
might  be.  I  should  certainly  wi.sh  an  opportunity 
to  look  into  the  matter,  and  I  think  other  members 
should  have  that  opportunity.  Personally  I 
don't  know  to-day  that  I  would  favor  any  bill 
along  those  lines. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
whether  Coun.  Kenny  was  present  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee  where  Mr.  Filene, 
I  believe,  appeared,  and  at  some  length  told  us 
about  the  bill  now  before  the  Legislature.  If 
my  memory  is  correct,  Mr.  Fahey  was  there  also, 
and  I  am  not  sure  but  what  there  were  three 
gentlemen  present,  each  one  of  whom  told  us 
about  the  pending  legislation  and  answered  all 
questions  which  the  Council  saw  fit  to  put  to 
them.  In  addition  the»e  have  been  several  public 
meetings  around  at  different  places  in  town  to 
take  up  this  matter  and  answer  any  questions  in 
regard  to  it.  The  hearing  before  the  committee 
of  the  Legislature  comes  next  Wednesday.  The 
subject  is  a  very  old  one,  of  course.  It  has  come 
up  in  various  forms  in  the  last  few  years  in  the 
Legislature.  Last  year,  as  Couo-  Kenny  undoubt- 
edly remembers,  there  was  a  Greater  Boston  bill, 
which  was  not  along  these  lines  but  involved 
discussion  of  the  same  points,  and  there  is  to-day 
another  bill  in  the  I^egislature  —  the  Kiley  bill  — 
which  has  aroused  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  a  bill 
for  the  consolidation  of  .all  the  towns  in  the  Greater 
Boston  district  with  Boston.  The  idea  of  the 
Metropolitan  Planning  Commission  is  simply  to 
act  jointly  on  general  metropolitan  lines  —  such 
as  sewer,  water,  firg  fighting,  building  limits  and 
such  matters  as  those.  The- Kiley  bill  proposes 
an  absolute  consolidation  such  as  we  have  just 
had  with  Hyde  Park.  As  I  understand  the  reso- 
lution just  offered,  it  simply  pledges  us  to  a  Met- 
ropolitan Planning  Commission  in  some  form  or 
other,  rather  than  a  con.solidation.  I  think 
after  the  information  we  have  had  on  the  subject 
perhaps  most  of  us  are  ready  to  vote. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  rather 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston  in 
his  attitude  on  this  matter.  We  don't  want  to 
have  the  City  Council  go  on  record  as  favoring 
anything  of  which  we  know  absolutely  nothing. 
We  don't  know  what  the  expense  later  will  be  to 
the  City  of  Boston.     I  think  we  would  do  abso- 
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liUcly  right  in  not  p:\ssiiig  thoso  resolutions  here 
to-day.  I  am  rather  in  favor  of  wliat  the  gentle- 
nian  from  t>outh  Boston  has  said  and  shall  certainly 
fa\-or  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  at  this  time. 

Coun.  H.'VLE — Mr.  President,  if  there  is  going 
to  be  any  division  of  sentiment  or  any  feeling  in 
the  matter  at  all,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  with- 
draw, because  I  want  this  thing  unanimous.  I 
want  every  member  here  to  be  in  favor  of  it.  I 
am  surprised  that  members  should  say  that  they 
don't  know  about  it,  because  it  has  been  before 
us  for  nine  mouths  and  the  general  matter  of 
oity  planning  has  been  before  us  a  year.  There- 
fore, although  if  we  put  it  over  I  don't  think  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  later  will  do  much  good, 
on  account  of  the  hearing  being  held  next  Wednes- 
day, if  anybody  objects  to  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  at  this  time  I  am  willing  that  it  should 
be  put  over  for  one  week.  I  wish  very  much, 
however,  that  the  gentleman  would, yield  and  let 
it  go  through  to-day  because  I  think  it  would 
help.  If  he  is  still  insistent  on  his  position,  I  am 
willing  to  liave  the  matter  go  over. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  have  a  very 
vague — it  is  only  a  vague  impression  that  this 
city  planning  contemplates  or  involves  a  very 
comprehensive  scheme  which  will  result  in  large 
expenditures  of  money  on  the  part  of  the  city. 
I  am  not  going  to  favor  such  a  proposition  as  that 
without  knowing  more  about  it.  I  don't  say  that 
ultimately  I  might  not  change  my  views  and  sup- 
port sucli  a  resolution,  but  at  the  present  time, 
unless  the  members  are  prepared  to  say  that  they 
understand  the  situation  and  will  explain  it  in 
this  body,  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  go  on  record 
in  this  matter  as  is  proposed.  If  the  member  from 
Ward  H  (Coun.  Hale)  so  desires,  he  may  go  before 
the  Committee  on  Metropolitan  Affairs  Wednes- 
day and  set  forth  his  views.  So  may  his  colleague, 
so  may  others,  if  they  desire  to  do  so.  But  as 
far  as  action  of  this  body  is  concerned,  I  trust  that 
he  will  let  this  matter  stand  over.  If  the  matter 
stands  over  to  the  next  meeting,  as  one  member 
of  the  Council  I  will  agree  to  give  it  the  proper 
reflection  and  consideration,  so  that  I  can  come 
in  later  and  discuss  it  intelligently.  That  I  can- 
not do  this  afternoon. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  one 
suggestion  that  I  might  make  would  allay  the 
councilor's  fears.  I  will  simply  say  that  no  money 
can  be  spent  in  this  direction  without  the  consent 
of  every  city  that  lias  any  connection  with  the 
plan.  There  must  be  an  absolute  vote  on  the 
part  of  any  city.  So  it  is  not  a  question  of  spend- 
ing any  money,  but  of  making  plans,  which  are 
to  be  put  up  to  the  cities,  and  they  can  then  pass 
upon  that  question.  But  if  the  gentleman  still 
feels  that  he  does  not  want  to  go  on  record  of  the 
resolution,  I  am  willing  that  it  shall  be  laid  oyer 
for  one  week. 

The  matter  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 


FINANCE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Conimittee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following; 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  Feb- 
ruary 26)  with  order  for  a  loan  of  $400,000  for 
sewerage  works,  Charles  River  Basin,  under  pro- 
visions of  chapter  485  of  the  Acts  of  1907  and  chap- 
ter 612  of  the  Acfs  of  1911,  that  the  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  that  order  is  in  a  way  mandatory, — that  is  to 
say,  that  the  legislation  on  which  the  order  is 
predicated  is  mandatory,  that  it  expires  in  1912. 
This  is  the  last  call  which  will  be  made  under  that 
act  of  1907  for  this  character  of  appropriation  or 
loan. 

Report  accepted;  the  order  was  given  its  first 
reading  and  passage;   yeas  8,  ifavs  0. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  order  will  take  its 
second  reading  not  less  than  fourteen  days  from 
to-day. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
February  16)  with  accompanying  loan  order  of 
.$50,000  for  Children's  Hospital,  Consumjjtives' 
Hospital  Department — that  the  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  voted  this  afternoon  to  favor  this 
proposition,  but  did  so  with  some  little  reluctance. 
One  of  the  last  acts  of  the  committee  last  year 
was  to  give  an  intimation  in  a  report  which  was 
presented  to  this  body  that  hereafter  as  loans  are 


called  for  for  any  project  of  this  character,  for 
the  con.struction  of  a  building  or  for  any  public 
work,  an  estimate  shall  be  filed  with  the  loans, 
and  also  the  various  bids  which  must  have  been 
invited  at  the  time  shall  be  placed  before  the 
Council,  so  that  wc  may  know  when  we  are  voting 
on  any  special  loan  that  the  amount  of  money 
called  for  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  through  the 
l^roject.  I  am  very  happy  to  say  that  this  after- 
noon in  the  conference  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  agreed  that  hereafter  in 
sending  in  a  loan  proposition  of  the  kind  there  would 
be  transmitted  the  plans,  specifications  and  bids, 
so  that  when  the  proposition  is  presented  to  the 
body  we  may  know,  through  the  filing  of  the  plans, 
specifications  and  bids  in  advance,  what  the 
work  is  going  to  cost  ultimately.  In  this  case 
there  seems  to  be  special  urgency  for  going  ahead 
with  tiTe  work.  We  have  from  Mr.  McSweeuey, 
the  chairman  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Board,  assur- 
ances that  the  .$50,000  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
requirements  of  the  building,  and  resting  and 
relying  wholly  on  those  assurances  the  Committee 
on  Finance  decided  to  report  that  this  order  ought 
to  pass.  But  I  desire  to  call  public  attention  to 
the  fact  that  we  did  so  on  the  assurance  that  the 
cost  of  this  building  should  not  exceed  $50,000. 
We  do  so,  as  I  think  I  have  already  stated,  to 
meet  the  special  need  and  urgency  behind  this 
proposition. 

Coun.  SMITH — Last  year,  in  the  middle  of  the 
year,  I  began  what  seemed  to  me  a  proper  move- 
ment— that  before  any  money  was  appropriated 
or  borrowed  for  buildings  definite  specifications 
and  bids  should  be  submitted  to  the  Council. 
This  was  forced  home  on  me  because  of  so  many 
buildings  having  more  money  spent  on  them  with- 
out our  knowing  what  the  total  sum  necessary 
for  them  was  to  be.  This  was  especially  true  of 
Curtis  Hall,  where  we  appropriated  $80,000,  and 
the  total  work  on  the  building  finally  cost  $165,000, 
rnore  than  double.  It  is  a  very  simple  proposi- 
tion when  you  are  going  to  make  such  buildings 
to  make  your  plans  and  get  j'our  bids,  and  then  go 
ahead  and  raise  your  money  by  bonds,  stocks  and 
otherwise.  If  we  are  going  to  put  up  a  ward 
building,  library,  whatnot,  we  ought  to  have  our 
plans  and  bids  based  on  those  plans.  Then  we 
are  in  a  position  to  vote  the  money.  I  know  of 
only  two  cases  in  all  the  list  of  buildings  for  which 
the  city  has  appropriated  money  where  that  has 
been  done.  The  first  was  the  North  End  Library, 
where  the  trustees  decided  upon  the  building  they 
wanted,  than  decided  on  plans  for  the  remodeling 
of  the  building,  and  then  got  bids  based  on  those 
plans.  We  authorized  a  loan  of  $86,000  for  that 
North  End  Library  and  the  trustees  have  actually 
lived  within  that  loan  by  S500.  I  venture  to  say 
that  that  is  the. first  such  case  on  record  in  the 
city.  We  remember  the  case  of  the  mortuary  to 
be  built  at  the  City  Hospital.  -As  you  know,  at 
the  last  meeting  we  authorized  a  loan  sufficientto 
complete  that  mortuary  on  plans  and  bids  which 
were  submitted  to  us,  the  first  appropriation  not 
having  been  sufficient.  Here  again  we  are  faced 
with  the  same  question.  The  Consumptives' 
Hospital  is  a  necessary  improvement,  and  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  it.  They  come  to  us  with  sorne 
little  blueprints  which  they  say  are  the  basis  for 
an  estimate  of  $50,000,  and  they  admit  that  those 
blueprints  do  not  specify  what  they  want,  and 
that  there  will  be  various  changes  from  the  blue- 
prints. They  are  not  detailed  blueprints  and 
there  are  no  bids  connected  with  them.  If  we 
should  refuse  to  borrow  that  $50,000  for  the 
improvement  at  this  time,  what  would  be  the 
result?  The  trustees  could  simply  go  out  and  get 
definite  plans,  get  bids  based  on  those  plans,  and 
come  to  us  for  the  money.  We  would  immediately 
give  them  the  money  and  the  building  of  that 
hospital  WQuld  not  be  delayed  one  day.  They 
have  got  to  have  plans  and  bids,  anyway,  and  if 
we  simply  ask  them  to  present  to  us  the  plans  and 
bids  before  we  give  them  the  monej'  they  will  do 
so,  and  it  will  not  delay  them  one  single  day. 
There  is  a  principle  at  stake  here,  and  while  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  what  is  proposed  by  this  loan, 
especially  after  the  talk  we  had  with  Mr. 
McSweeney  the  other  night  in  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  I  believe  in  going  at  this  the  right 
way.  It  seemed  to  me  he  made  it  absolutely 
clear  that  something  of  the  sort  was  not  only  a 
necessity  for  his  department,  but  for  the  health  of 
the  school  children  of  the  city.  While  I  am  in 
sympathy  with  the  work,  I  think  insistence  on 
plans  and  specifications  will  not  delay  the  work 
a  bit.     Mr.  McSweeney  does  not  know  the  cost  of 
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this,  practically  stating  to  us  that  his  only  way  of 
arriving  at  the  cost  is  from  these  blueprints. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President.  I  trust  that  my 
friend  from  Ward  11  here  is  not  going  to  consider 
me  ungracious  if  I  remind  him  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  member  from  Ward  17  who  first  made  the 
suggestion  that  hereafter  specifications  and  plans 
should  first  be  submitted  to  the  Council  before  a 
loan  is  requested. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  far  from  think- 
ing the  gentleman  ungracious,  I  welcome  any  cor- 
rection. It  is  simply  a  chronological  matter. 
If  it  was  the  member  from  Ward  17  who  first  made 
the  .suggestion,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  reminded  of  it. 
Whoever  suggested  it  first,  however,  the  fact  that 
the  principle  is  acknowledged  by  the  Council  i.s 
the  main  thing,  and  the  fact  that  we  have  adopted 
this  principle  in  one  matter — namely,  in  the  case 
of  the  mortuary — leads  me  to  hope  that  the 
Council  will  follow  the  same  principle  on  the  Con- 
sumptives' Home,  especially  when  we  would 
not  tlfereby  be  delaying  the  construction  of  it. 
I  admit  that  this  is  a  pressing  matter.  I  wanted  ' 
to  take  it  up  last  year,  when  the  majority  of  the 
Council  were  not  in  favor  of  it.  I  admit  that  it 
is  a  pressing  matter,  but  I  don't  see  how  it  is  going 
to  delay  the  construction  of  the  building,  if  we  ask 
for  plans,  which  must  be  made  any  way,  and  bids, 
which  must  be  made  any  way,  to  be  made  prior 
to  our  giving  the  money.  I  think  the  matter 
was  taken  up  when  the  Charlcstown  Library  and 
the  library  in  East  Boston  were  under  consid- 
eration, and  I  very  clearly  stated  then  that  I 
thought  those  buildings — especially,  I  think,  the 
one  in  Charlcstown,  should  have  appropriated 
for  them . 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  ri.se  to  a 
point  of  order.  The  gentleman  is  not  talking  to 
the  question. 

President  ATTRIDGE— In  the  Chair's  opinion 
the  gentleman -is  talking  to  the  question. 

Coun.  SMITH — Therefore,  I  hope  this  principle, 
which  was  brought  up  at  the  time  the  Charles- 
town  Library  was  under  discussion,  will  be  fol- 
lowed at  this  time.  I  am  not  particular  about 
who  originated  it,  but  I  do  want  the  principle  to 
be  adopted. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  7,  nays  1. 
Coun.  SMITH  voting  nay. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  order  will  take 
its  second  reading  not  less  than  two  weeks  from 
to-day. 

(3)  Report  on  the  order  (referred  January  29) 
for  a  loan  of  .$37.5,000  for  extension  of  Arlington 
street — that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(4)  Report  on  the  vote  transmitted  from  Real 
Estate  Exchange  (referred  February  16)  indorsing 
report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Boston 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Real  Estate  Exchange 
and  Auction  Board  on  the  extension  of  Arlington 
street — recommending  that  the  same  be  placed  on 
file. 

Report  accepted,  said  paper  placed  on  file. 

(5)  Report  on  the  petition  of  Sanford  Bates  and 
others  (referred  February  26)  that  an  appropria- 
tion be  made  for  the  construction  of  Davenport 
brook  conduit — recommending  reference  of  same 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


CLAIM  OF  DEXTER  BROTHERS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Dexter 
Brothers  Company  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  103-105  Broad  street  by  the  bur.st- 
ing  of  a  water  main,  and  the  communication  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of  payment  of 
that  claim  by  the  sum  of  $1,292.72 — recommending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order; 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Dexter  Brothers  Company  the  sum  of  one  'thou- 
sand two  hundred  seventy-two  dollars  and  ninety- 
eight  cents  ($1,272.98)  in  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  103-10.5  Broad  street,  cau.sed  by  the 
breaking  of  water  main  in  Wendell  street,  on 
January  15,  1912,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  water 
income. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  was  about  to 
raise  a  point  of  order,  that  while  the  report  might  be 
accepted,  it  is  not  quite  in  order,  under  the  rules, 
to  pass  the  order  at  this  meeting,  that  it  should  lie 
over  for  one  meeting. 


President  ATTRIDGE— Does  the  gentleman 
move  to  reconsider? 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  as  I  understand 
it,  it  would  lie  over  under  the  rule.  I  know  of  no 
reason  why  the  order  should  not  pass.  I  raise  no 
ob,iection  to  the  order  itself,  but  merely  wish  to 
give  the  matter  a  chance  to  come  before  us  again, 
so  that  in  the  event  of  anything  coming  up  we  can 
find  out  about  it  in  the  meantime  and  be  able  to 
act  intelligently. 

The  question  came  on  reconsideration  of  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
objection  to  reconsideration  and  allowing  the 
matter  to  lie  over  for  a  week.  But  the  gentleman 
from  South  Boston  may  possibly  not  understand 
that  this  comes  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  in  the 
regular  order  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  whose  men  have  thoroughly  investigated 
the  matter.  The  city  is  legally  liable,  and  the  firm 
of  Dexter  Brothers  have  been  out  of  pocket  in  the 
matter  now  for  quite  a  considerable  time  because 
of  the  bursting  of  this  water  main.  It  may  be  an 
inconvenience  to  them  to  make  them  wait.  How- 
ever, I  am  willing  that  the  matter  should  be  recon- 
.sidered  and  should  go  over  for  a  week.  It  is  a  just 
claim. 

Coun.  -KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  desire  it 
understood,  of  course,  that  I  am  not  aiming  any 
criticism  at  the  order.  I  simply  think  that  the 
rules  should  be  lived  up  to.  The  reason  of  the  rule 
is  that  those  of  us  who  do  not  happen  to  be  on  the 
committee  that  reports  a  matter  involving  the 
expenditure  of  money  may  have  a  chance  to  look 
into  it  before  it  is  acted  upon.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  is  a  wise  policy  to  pursue,  to  allow  such  matters 
to  rest  a  week  before  final  action,  because  one  vote 
here  carries  a  thing  practically  to  its  consummation. 
I  don't  know  that  I  want  to  be  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  moving  to  reconsider  this  action,  becau.se 
that  might  place  me  in  the  attitude  of  appearing  to 
oppo.se  it.  Possibly  that  view  of  it  might  be  taken. 
I  merely  want  it  understood  that  if  I  ain  right  in 
my  point  of  order  I  think  this  as  a  matter  of 
course  ought  to  be  reconsidered.  I  would  like  to 
have  a  ruling  from  the  Chair. 

Reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  order  under 
the  rules  went  over  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council. 


DEVELOPMENT    OF    NORTH    END    PARK. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Park 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  submit  plans  for 
the  development  of  the  North  End  Park  to  permit 
of  a  running  track,  handball  courts  and  a  better 
arrangement  of  the  baseball  diamond. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  because  the  North  End  Park 
seems  to  me  to  be  laid  out  in  an  entirely  chaotic 
manner.  The  running  track  is  entirely  lacking; 
there  is  no  such  track  as  there  is  at  Columbus 
avenue.  The  ball  ground  takes  up  an  undue 
amount  of  room,  there  are  no  handball  courts,  and 
the  sand  boxes  are  crowded  out  into  the  playground, 
when  they  might  be  put  into  a  corner.  'The  arrange- 
ment is  so  bad  that  a  large  part  of  the  land  is 
unavailable  for  playing  purposes.  In  going  over 
the  place  with  some  of  the  boys  it  was  easy  to  see 
how  the  whole  thing  should  be  rearranged.  I 
have  asked  the  Park  Department  to  do  it,  because 
they  are  the  people  under  whose  department  this 
playground  comes,  although  the  Bath  Trustees 
are  the  ones  who  actually  run  the  land. 

The  order  was  passed. 


HALF    HOLIDAY    EVACUATION    DAY. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That  the 
heads  of  the  several  departments  be  authorized 
to  grant  a  half  holiday  without  loss  of  pay  to  all 
employees  whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with 
on  Evacuation  Day,  March  18,  1912. 

Passed. 


BRIDGE   OVER   RAILROAD   TRACKS. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  include  in 
its  first  loan  bill  a  sum  sufficient  to  build  a  foot- 
bridge over  tracks  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
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&  Hartford  Railroad  Companj',  connocfcinp;  Green- 
wich Park,  Ward  12,  with  Cumberland  street, 
Ward  10. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE"  submitted  reports  on 
applications  of  fifty-six  newsboys,  nine  bootblacks 
and  nine  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


INFORMATION   REQUESTED   FROM 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  heads  of  departments,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  req.uested  to  furnish  the  City  Council 
with  the  following  information; 

First.  List  of  employees  who  died,  resigned 
or  were  removed  in  their  respective  departments 
in  the  years  1910-11  and  1911-12. 

Second.  List  of  appointments  and  added 
emploj'ees  in  same  two  years,  giving  names, 
addresses,  amount  of  salary  or  pay,  date  of  appoint- 
ment, and  civil  service  rating. 

Third.  Increases  in  salary  or  pay  in  same  two 
years,  with  names  and  addresses  of  employees 
so  increased. 

Fourth.  List  of  temporary  employees  now  in 
employment,  with  names,  addresses  and  rate  of 
pay. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  is  now  passing 
upon  the  annual  budget  which,  in  accordance 
with  his  Honor's  recommendations,  showed  an 
increased  expenditure  proposed  this  year  over 
last  year  of  several  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
In  the  annual  report  of  the  Finance  Commission 
to  the  Legislature,  a  criticism  was  made  in  the 
increase  of  employees  in  some  of  the  departments 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  administration. 
It  seems  to  me,  in  order  that  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  and  the  City  Council  may  pass 
intelligently  upon  this  subject,  that  we  should 
have  the  information  that  this  order  would  pro- 
vide, as  well  as  other  information  that  the  members 
may  desire.  That  is  .the  purpose  I  have  in  offering 
the  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 


APPROPRIATIONS   FROM   PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  when  appointed,  be  re- 
quested to  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  City  Council  can  initiate  an  appropriation 
from  the  Parkman  Fund. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  as  chairman 
of  the  Parkman  Fund  Committee  I  wovdd  say 
that  the  question  has  arisen  whether  or  not  the 
committee  or  a  member  of  the  Council  might 
initiate  an  appropriation  from  that  fund  for  the 
use  of  parks  within  the  terms  of  the  will.  The 
late  Corporation  Counsel  made  a  ruling  on  that 
subject  which  is  open  to  differences  of  opinion, 
and  we  would'  like  to  have  some  definite  opinion 
from  the  Corporation  Counsel  as  to  whether  the 
Council  may  initiate  an  appropriation  from  the 
fund. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  that  matter  be  put  over  to  the  next  meeting 


of  the  Council.  Personally,  I  doubt  the  policy  of 
allowing  the  Corporation  Counsel,  who  is  a  part 
of  the  executive  branch,  to  determine  the  powers 
of  this  Council.  To  my  mind  it  is  something 
analogous  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  telling  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
what  its  powers  are.  It  seems  to  me  there  are 
enough  lawyers  in  this  Council  to  get  together 
and  determine  just  what  its  powers  are.  While 
this  is  not  in  itself  an  extremely  important  nroposi- 
tioii  it  would  establish  a  precedent,  and  before 
voting  for  this  particular  order  I  would  like  to 
consider  it  seriously,  as  I  am  personally  opposed 
to  having  any  official  of  the  city  apart  from  the 
City   Council   determining   what   our  powers   are. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  object 
seriously  to  the  gentleman's  suggestion.  I  did 
not  introduce  the  order  with  any  idea  that  the 
Corporation  Counsel  could  define  our  powers.  I 
am  entirely  in  sympathy  with  Coun.  Coulthurst 
in  that  respect.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel,  whoever  he  may  be,  has  i^  right 
to  define  our  powers,  any  more  than  I  believe  that 
the  Finance  Commission  has  a  right  to  guide  our 
policy.  I  think  there  are  enough  lawyers  here  to 
know  what  the  charter  means  and  what  powers 
.  it  gives  us,  and  I  think  there  are  enough  men  of 
business  sense  here  to  know  what  the  city  demands 
in  the  way  of  appropriations  and  loans  without 
the  Finance  Commission  defining  our  policy.  I 
did  not  introduce  the  order  with  an  idea  that  we 
might  be  bound  by  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel  but  simply  that  it  might  be  a.  help  to  us 
in  making  up  our  minds.  As  the  legal  adviser  of 
the  city  I  presume  his  opinion  might  be  of  some 
importance  even  though  the  body  is  largely  made 
up  of  lawyers  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  we  may 
have  his  opinion,  although  we  would  not  feel 
bound  by  his  opinion,  any  more  than  I  would 
desire  to  be  bound  by  the  opinion  of  the  Finance 
Commission,  which  is  a  branch  of  this  city  govern- 
ment intended  to  help  this  Council  in  passing  on 
municipal  matters.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of 
Arlington  street  I  was  delighted  to  have  the 
matter  put  up  to  the  Finance  Commission,  but 
I  in  no  way  felt  bound  to  abide  by  the  decision  of 
that  commission.  All  the  figures  were  before 
us  even  before  that  matter  was  put  up  to  the 
Finance  Commission  and  I  personally  had  made 
up  my  mind  entirely  on  the  subject,  based  on  those 
figures,  which  had  not  been  elaborated  in  any 
way,  shape  or  manner  by  the  Finance  Commission. 
My  judgment  has  not  been  changed  one  jot  by 
what  they  had  to  say.  Of  course,  the  majority 
may  have  desired  the  opinion  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission on  that  subject,  and  I  was  very  glad  to 
get  their  opinion.  I  simply  ask  the  opinion  of 
the  Corporation  Counsel  in  this  matter.  I  hope, 
however,  that  they  will  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  limited  in  their  action  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  I  hope  that  the  matter  will  be  laid  over 
for  a  week  and  that  ultimately  we  may  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  simply  for 
our  benefit,  regardless  of  the  fact  of  whether  or 
not  it  forms  a  basis  for  our  final  decision. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  the 
Council  refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all 
action  taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,   on  motion  of   Coun.   KENNY,   at 
6.30  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  25,  at  3  p.  m. 
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Wednesday,  March  20,  1912. 
Special    meeting   of   the   City   Council,    held   in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,   at  four  o'clock 
p.  m..  President  ATTRIDGE  presiding.    Absent— 
Coun.  Hale  and  Smith. 

The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following 
call: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  15,  1912. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Wednesday, 
March  20,  1912,  at  4  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  sewer  and  highway  loans  and 
transacting  such  other  business  as  may  come 
before  the  meeting. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  ,514,  Acts  of  1894  (the  Mayor 
not  being  present),  viz.: 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors.  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April  1,  1912: 

Charles  W.  Duffley,  Ward  18;  William  H.  Smith, 
Ward  15;  Benedict  A.  Howsberger,  Ward  24; 
Alonzo  K.  Paul,  Ward  14;  John  O'Rourlte,  Ward 
3;  Daniel  F.  Quigley,  Ward  9;  George  Harris,  Ward 
16;  Harry  R.  Chisholm,  Ward  8;  Charles  E.  Pratt, 
Ward  17;  William  J.  Conley,  Ward  1;  Dwight  B. 
EUingwood,  Ward  10;  David  Ward,  Ward  7; 
Michael  Giblin,  Ward  21;  Charles  H.  Hadfield, 
Ward  15;  George  M.  Brock,  Ward  24;  George  O. 
Richardson,  Ward  22;  Abe  S.  Quint,  Ward  21; 
Patrick  J.  Herlihev,  Ward  4;  John  C.  Goehring, 
Ward  19;  Henrv  E.  Foley,  Ward  2;  William  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  3;  Walter  S.  Blake,  Ward  Hi; 
Frank  F.  Conner,  Ward  24;  William  Vett,  Ward 
17;  Gustaf  T.  Gustafson,  Ward  10;  Charles  H. 
Langley,  Ward  10;  Frank  H.  Poole,  Ward  10; 
Joseph  S.  Crocker,  Ward  24;  Charles  H.  Pope, 
Ward  12;  William  R.  Blake,  Ward  24;  Neil  H. 
MacDonald,  Ward  20;  Andrew  Higgins.  Ward  1; 
Henry  Young,  Ward  19;  Timothy  F.  Murphy, 
Ward  22;  Charles  McFarland,  Ward  12;  Joseph 
P.  Manning,  Ward  21 ;  Henry  W.  Provan,  Ward  15; 
John  H.  Clarke,  Ward  10;  Patrick  Murphy,  Ward 
9;  Ezra  N.  Rolland,  Ward  16;  Louis  Berlener, 
Ward  21. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  April  3,  1912: 

David  Johnson,  Ward  24;  John  A.  Eldracher, 
Ward  19;  John  Johnson,  Ward  15;  Alpheus  H.  Ward, 
Ward  22;  Perlev  C.  Macdonald,  Ward  20;  John  C. 
McDevitt,  Ward  3;  Michael  Rock,  Ward  16;  Joshua 
S.  Hall,  Ward  20;  George  M.  Sherman,  Ward  11; 
Robert  H.  Thompson,  Ward  10;  George  Holds- 
worth,  Ward  2;  William  J.  Cheney,  Ward  14; 
Charles  F.  O'Brien,  Ward  4;  James  Connolly,  2d, 
Ward  4;  James  Dennehy,  Ward  25;  .John  P.  Peder- 
sen,  Ward  20;  Henry  A.  Macdonald,  Ward  7; 
Michael  F.  Barry,  Ward  IS;  James  Hancock,  Ward 


23;  George  Kehoe,  Ward  15;  William  Turner,  Ward 
14;  John  A.  P.  Carlson,  Ward  16;  C.  Fred  Bankart, 
Ward  23;  William  F.  Tilley,  Ward  21;  Cornelius 
J.  Murphy,  Ward  7;  Charles  J.  Brady,  Ward  19; 
Patrick  J.  Cunningham,  Ward  19;  James  A. 
Bragan,  Ward  8;  Julius  A.  Chavanne,  Ward  22; 
Franklin  E.  Blanchard,  Ward  16;  Charles  H.  Dus- 
tin.  Ward  23;  Myron  B.  Collier,  Ward  25;  John  F. 
Feeley,  Ward  4;  Edward  McAvoy,  Ward  22;  John 
H.  Leary,  Ward  14;  George  I,  Blumberg,  Ward  12. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  April  3,  1912: 

Allen  G.  Boyd,  Ward  14;  Meyer  Jacobovitz, 
Ward  23;  Michael  Dolan,  Ward  23;  Frank  A. 
Castle,  Ward  16;  John  I.  Loudon,  Ward  25; 
Henry  S.  White,  Ward  20;  G.  Horace  Ellison, 
Ward  25;  William  G.  Bateman,  Ward  14;  Thomas 
H.  Long,  Ward  7;  Maurice  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  24; 
Benjamin  W.  Wells,  Ward  11;  Erasme  Lahaise, 
Ward  22;  Edward  Fahey,  Ward  2;  John  T. 
Scully,  Jr.,  Ward  25;  Joseph  W.  Stanton,  Ward  2; 
Charles  E.  Holt,  Ward  20;  John  W.  Harvey, 
Ward  25;  William  Harrington,  Ward  17;  James 
E.  McNiehols,  Ward  8;  Elmer  E.  Kintz,  Ward  12; 
Frederick  C.  Parker,  Ward  20;  Charles  E.  Bel- 
latty.  Ward  20;  Joseph  A.  Kraft,  Ward  22; 
Maurice  Clancey,  Ward  25;  William  J.  Phillips, 
Ward  15;  George  C.  Kendrick,  Ward  24;  Gustaf 
A.  Julin,  Ward  21;  Jeremiah  P.  Noonan,  Ward  14; 
L.  Edward  Gilmore,  Ward  1;  James  K.  Lanning, 
Ward  20;  Charles  B.  Moseley,  Ward  24;  Abbott 
J.  Epstein,  Ward  8;  Joseph  M.  Feer,  Ward  9; 
Boyd  W.  Allen,  Ward  21;  Abbott  Warren,  Ward 
1;    Michael  D.  Twohey,  Ward  24. 


Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  purpose  for 
which  this  meeting  was  called  this  afternoon  was 
to  consider  the  matter  of  two  loans,  one  of  $300,000 
for  the  making  of  highways  and  the  other  of 
.$300,000  for  sewerage  work.  It  has  been  the 
custom  of  this  Council  and  its  predecessor,  the 
senior  body  of  the  former  government,  to  take  up 
these  matters  in  the  spring.  Unless  my  recollec- 
tion is  verj'  much  at  fault,  I  think  last  year  we 
passed  these  orders  in  April.  But,  in  any  event, 
these  matters  are  now  receiving  very  careful 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  As  one  member  of  that  committee 
I  should  not  to-day  be  prepared  to  vote  in  favor 
of  either  of  those  items.  I  have  been  hoping  for 
and  looking  forward  to  the  opportunity,  which 
I  thought  we  might  enjoy,  of  taking  the  $300,000 
for  sewerage  works  out  of  taxes.  It  seemed  to 
me  that,  with  an  economical  administration  of  the 
city,  and  with  the  tax  rate  of  $16.40  on  a  thousand, 
under  the  valuations  which  we  are  now  enjoying, 
we  might  very  well  do  that.  We  had  this  year  a 
surplus  of  a  million  dollars  to  start  with,  and  it 
seemed  to  me  that  it  was  not  stretching  our 
expectations  far  to  look  forward  to  taking  that 
money  out  of  taxes.  But  that  is  neither  here  nor 
there  this  afternoon.  All  I  want  to  say  now  is 
this,  that  the  matters  are  receiving  very  careful 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  committee  and 
will  be  reported  upon  in  due  time.  The  law  gives 
us  sixty  days  in  which  to  consider  the  Mayor's 
recommendations.  The  time  is  running,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  within  that  time  the  committee 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  the  matters 
fully  and  make  a  report  upon  them  to  the  Council. 
Therefore,  there  being  no  further  business  to  come 
before  the  meeting,  I  move  that  we  now  adjourn 
to  Monday  next,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 


The  Council  voted,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  to  adjourn  to 
Monday,  March  25,  at  3  p.  m. 
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Monday,  March  25,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the   City  Council,  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m.,  President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair.    Absent 
— Coun.  Hale. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1012. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable 
body,  I  hereby  appoint  Lewis  F.  Hamblen  (121 
Florence  street,  Ward  23)  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a 
Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1912. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgkrald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


SOIL   RENOVATION,   BOSTON   COMMON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  asking  for  an 
additional  appropriation  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
soil  renovation  on  Boston  Common.  The  super- 
intendent states  that  the  entire  surplus  will  soon 
be  expended  and  the  work  will  have  to  cease  unless 
additional  funds  are  forthcoming.  As,  in  my 
opinion,  an  interruption  of  this  valuable  work 
upon  our  oldest  and  most  famous  public  ground 
would  bo  unfortunate,  I  recommend  that  the 
sum  of  $2.5,000  be  appropriated  from  the  income  of 
the  Parkman  Fund  during  the  current  year  and 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston  Common 
and  Public  Garden,  Irrigation  System,  etc. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Grounds  Department, 

March  12,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  appropriation  from  the 
Parkman  Fund  now  available  for  use  by  this 
department. 

Upon  payment  of  work  contracted  for  and  now 
in  operation  and  an  additional  contract  for  soil 
improvement  about  to  be  undertaken,  our  entire 
surplus  will  be  e.\pended,  and  unless  additional 
appropriation  is  placed  at  our  disposal  the  work 
will  have  to  cease. 

The  season  is  fast  approaching  when  a  continua- 
tion of  the  soil  renovation  and  other  contemplated 
improvements  can  be  favorably  undertaken,  and 
it  is  to  be  very  much  regretted  if,  for  lack  of  suffi- 
cient funds,  our  plans  will  have  to  be  abandoned. 
Furthermore,  it  would  be  a  handicap  on  any  future 
undertakings  if  the  work  were  to  terminate  and 
the  present  efficient  organized  force  be  dispensed 
with. 

To  carry  along  the  work  satisfactorily  for  the 
coming  spring  and  .summer  would  mean  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  .'$.'50,000.  With  this  amount 
available  desired  results  can  be  accomplished. 
Will  you  kindly  give  this  matter  your  considera- 
tion? 

An  early  reply  will  be  appreciated. 

Respectfully  yours, 
D.  H.  Sullivan,  Superintendent. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  (.$2.5,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the  cur- 


rent year  and  added  to  the  special  appropriation, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds,  for  Boston  Common  and 
Public  Garden,  Irrigation  .Sy.stem,  etc. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


PLAYGROUND    IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  inclosed  communication  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  recommends 
the  traasfer  of  unexpended  balances  from  the 
following  appropriations:  Columbus  Avenue  Play- 
ground, Grading  and  Gateways;  Marine  Park 
Pier-fiead,  Completion  of;  Recreation  Grounds, 
M,  N,  East  Eighth  and  East  Ninth  streets  and 
Columbia  road;  Wood  Island  Park  Bandstand, 
so  that  they  may  be  used  in  making  improve- 
ments on  the  Sullivan  .Square,  Cottage  Street 
and  Commonwealth  Playgrounds. 

I  approve  this  suggestion  and  reeommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  transferring 
these  balances  to  the  appropriation  for  Play- 
grounds, Improvements,  to  be  expended  on  the 
playgrounds  designated  above. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

February  17,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear    Sir, — 'There    remain    certain    unexpended 
balances  in  our  control  as  follows: 

Columbus  Avenue  Gates $900  00 

Marine  Park  Pier-head 850  00 

Recreation  Grounds,  M,  N,  East  Eighth 

and  East  Ninth  streets 5,000  00 

Wood  Island  Park  Bandstand 500  00 

The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  ask  that  these 
sums  be  transferred  so  that  we  may  use  them  in 
improvements  on  the  Sullivan  Square  Playground, 
the  Cottage  Street  Playground  and  the  Common- 
wealth Playground,  all  of  which  need  more  im- 
provements than  this  money  will  effect,  but  it  can 
be  effectively  used  as  far  as  it  will  go. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  unexpended 
balances  in  the  following  appropriations :  Columbus 
Avenue  Playground,  Grading  and  Gateways; 
Marine  Park  Pier-head,  Completion  of;  Recreation 
Grounds,  M,  N,  East  Eighth  and  East  Ninth 
streets  and  Columbia  road;  Wood  Island  Park 
Bandstand,  to  the  appropriation  for  Playgrounds, 
Improvements. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CHANGES   IN   ELEVATED    STRUCTURE. 
The  following  was  received:  ■ 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  (in  order  that  it  may  be 
placed  in  the  files  of  the  City  Clerk)  plan  No. 
29126,  showing  proposed  modifications  and  changes 
in  the  elevated  structure,  platform,  "station  and 
approaches  thereto  in  Atlantic  avenue,  opposite 
Rowe's  Wharf,  to  be  made  in  order  to  accommodate 
increased  traffic  and  to  provide  for  the  safety  and 
convenience  of  the  public. 

I  have  approved  this  plan  in  writing  as  to  archi- 
tectural appearance  and  obstruction  to  light  and 
air,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  6, 
chapter  500,  of  the  Acts  of  1897. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
(Accompanying  the  message  was  plan  referred 
to.) 

Placed  on  file. 
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LOAN    FOR    KIOFUSK    STATIONS. 

Tin-  fiillowinn  was  n-coivorl: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  file  Mayor,  Marcli  19,  1912. 
To  till'  Cit.v  Council: 

.\t  the  meetins  of  Msircli  11,  1912,  I  rccom- 
mentled  a  loan  order  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$150,000  for  Land  and  Buildings,  Refn.sc  Stations. 
In  this  order  I  incorporated  a  clause  authorizing 
the  Couunissioner  of  Public  Works  in  securing  sites 
for  these  stations  to  exchange  any  land  under  his 
control  for  other  land  which  might  seem  to  him 
more  suitable  for  the  purpose.  It  has  been  called 
to  my  attention  that  this  clause  may  create  some 
confusion.  I  withdraw,  therefore,  the  loan  order 
relating  to  the  appropriation  of  $150,000,  substi- 
tute therefor  and  recommend  for  passage  the  ac- 
companying orders,  the  first  of  which  appropriates 
the  sum  of  11.50,000  for  Land  and  Buildings,  Refuse 
Stations,  and  the  second  of  which  authorizes  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  exchange  any 
land  under  his  control  for  other  land  that  may  seem 
to  him  more  suitable  for  the  purpose  indicated 
in  the  former  order.  Respectfully, 

John  F.   Fitzgerald,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  ($150,000)  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  Land  and 
Buildings,  Refuse  Stations,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  in  the  securing  of  sites  for  refuse 
stations,  as  authorized  by  a  loan  order  appropria- 
ting the  sum  of  one  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($150,000)  for  this  purpose,  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and  by  an  instrument 
or  instruments  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department, 
to  exchange  any  land  under  his  control  for  other 
land  that  may  seem  to  him  more  suitable  for 
the  purpose. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  message  and  orders  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee.  That  motion  is  made  in  accordance 
with  the  understanding  we  had  to-day  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  so  that  it  might  be  taken  up 
this  afternoon  and  reported  back  for  action. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


REFUSE   DESTRUCTOR   SITE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  contract  made  by  the  city  with  the  Boston 
Development  and  Sanitary  Company  contains 
the  following  stipulation:  "If  the  contractor  so 
desires  the  city  will  furnish  free  of  cost  to  the 
contractor  a.  lot  at  Spectacle  Island,  in  location 
and  area  as  shown  on  plan  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  commissioner  and  of  sufficient  area  for  the 
erection  and  operation  of  his  plants." 

The  accompanying  letter  from  Edward  F. 
McClennen,  Esq.,  attorney  for  the  company, 
indicates  that  the  contractor  desires  this  lot,  and 
states  that  no  appropriation  to  cover  the  taking 
has  yet  been  made.  Section  .31  of  chapter  486  of 
the  Acts  of  1909  prescribes  that  "no  land  shall 
be  taken  until  an  appropriation  by  loan  or  other- 
wise for  the  general  purpose  for  which  land  is 
needed  shall  be  made  by  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  its  members." 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  city  officials  that  no 
appropriation  now  in  existence  covers  the  general 
purpose  for  which  this  land  is  needed.  As  the 
company  is  obliged  to  begin  work  upon  a  stated 
date,  namely,  not  later  than  .July  1,  1912,  it  be- 
(fomes  necessary  -for  the  City  Council  to  make  an 
appropriation  which  shall  enable  the  company  to 
build  its  destructor  on  the  site  selected  by  the 
city.  A  plan  of  this  site,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  cost  prepared  by  the  Street  .^^aying- 
Out  Department,  are  submitted  herewith.  I 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  loan 
order,  appropriating  the  sum  of  $15,000,  which 
is  the  amount  deemed  necessary  by  the  Street 
Commissioners,  for  Refuse  Destructor  Site,  Spec- 
tacle  Island.  Respectfully, 

John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor, 


City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

March  19,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  It  has  been  estimated  by  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  that  $15,000  will  be 
necessary  to  acquire  the  land  needed  for  the  gar- 
bage disposal  plant  on  Spectacle  Island,  Boston 
Harbor. 

Very  truly  yours, 
J.  J.  O'Callaghan,  Secretary. 

161  Devonshire  Street, 
Boston,  March  15,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  As  you  know,  the  Boston  Develop- 
ment and  Sanitary  Company  is  interested  in  having 
the  city  have  a  perfect  title  to  the  land  to  be  taken 
at  Spectacle  Island  for  the  garbage  plant.  We 
are  informed  that  no  appropriation  to  cover  this 
takmg  has  yet  been  made.  The  Acts  of  1909, 
chapter  486,  section  31,  provide  that  no  land 
shall  be  taken  until  an  appropriation  by  loan  or 
otherwise  for  the  general  purpose  shall  have  been 
made.  We  have  conferred  with  Judge  Corbett  on 
the  subject,  and  he  suggests  that  we  call  the 
matter  to  your  attention  so  that  it  can  go  before 
the  Council  at  the  next  meeting.  We  write  this 
letter  in  pursuance  of  his  suggestion. 

The  company  is,  of  course,  desirous  of  having 
an  opportunity  to  begin  its  construction  upon  the 
land  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  and  we  have 
assumed  that  the  orderly  way  in  which  to  expedite 
the  matter  as  much  as  possible  is  to  call  it  to  your 
attention  in  this  way. 

If  some  other  course  should  be  pursued,  we  await 
your  suggestions. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Edward  F.  McClennen. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
($15,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  for  Refuse  Destructor  Site,  Spec- 
tacle Island,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
iVIayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FIRE   DEPARTMENT   IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  wag  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  19,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  two  communications  from 
the  Fire  Commissioner,  recommending  an  appro- 
priation of  $50,000  for  the  purchase  of  automobile 
apparatus,  and  $42,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
fire  alarm  branch.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  letters, 
w;hich  contain  detailed  information,  should  be 
given  consideration  by  the  members  of  your  honor- 
able body,  in  anticipation  of  the  appropriation 
orders  which  are  likely  to  be  recommended  for 
these  purposes  later  in  the  year. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.   Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Headquarters  Fire  Department, 

March  14,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — After  consultation  with  the  officers  of  this 
department  I  would  respectfully  recommend  an 
extra  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  (50,000)  dol- 
lars for  the  purchase  of  automobile  apparatus  for 
this  department  as  follows: 

Seven  automobiles  for  chiefs  at  $1,800,    $12,600  00 
Three  combination  chemical  and  hose 

automobiles  at  $5,500 16,500  00 

Three  combination  chemical  and  lad- 
der trucks  at  $6,300 18,900  00 

If  the  above  apparatus  could  be  bought  cheaper 

the  balance  of  the  money  would  be  used  for  the 

purchase  of  an  auto  truck  for   the  repair  di\'ision. 

The  motor  apparatus  would  be  distributed  as 

follows : 

Automobiles  for  Chiefs. 
1.     Chief  of  department.     Automobile    suitable 
for  fire  and  inspection  purposes.    The  present  ma- 
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chine  used  by  the  chief  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  fire  alarm  branch  for  de- 
partment work. 

2.  District  Chief  Godbold,  East  Boston  district, 
one  runabout. 

3.  District  Chief  Kennedy,  Roxbury  district, 
one  runabout. 

4.  District  Chief  Murphy,  Dorchester  district, 
one  runabout. 

5.  District  Chief  Madison,  Brighton  district, 
one  runabout. 

0.  District  Chief  Mulligan,  West  Roxbury 
district,  one  runabout. 

7.  District  Chief  Heffernan,  South  Dorchester 
district,  one  runabout.  ^     ^ 

This  would  supply  all  the  district  chiefs  in  the 
suburbs  with  motor  apparatus,  and  would  also 
take  care  of  East  Bosttjn,  in  which  the  chief  is 
subject  to  long  runs. 

Combination  chemical  and  hose  wagons  would 
be  distributed  as  follows: 

1.  Lauriat     Avenue     Fire     Station,     Dorchester 

District. 

Replacing  the  present  horse-drawn  combination 
chemical  and  hose  wagon,  carrying  onlj'  450  feet 
of  2}-inch  hose  and  two  small  chemical  tanks, 
with  a  combination  chemical  and  hose  automobile, 
carrying  1,000  feet  of  2J-inch  hose  and  one  or  two 
chemical  tanks. 

The  water  pressure  in  this  section  is  75  to  80 
pounds,  and  with  the  services  of  the  chauflfeur,  who 
would  act  as  hoseman,  and  who,  under  present 
conditions,  is  compelled  to  stand  with  his  horses, 
would  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  ^ire  protection. 

2.  Winthrop    Street    and    Harvard   Avenue    Fire 

.Station,  Hyde  Park  District. 

Replacing  the  present  horse-drawn  small  chemical 
with  a  combination  chemical  and  hose  automobile, 
carrying  one  or  two  chemical  tanks  and  1,000  feet 
of  2}-inch  hose. 

This  being  the  only  chemical  in  the  Hyde  Park 
district,  the  runs  being  long  and  in  some  places 
ver.y  hilly,  tlie  efficiency  of  the  department  would 
be  increased  by  quick  response,  by  the  use  of  the 
chauffeur  as  a  hoseman,  and  by  the  elimination  of 
two  horses  which  would  relieve  the  crowded  con- 
ditions of  the  stable  during  the  winter  months. 
This  district  needs  a  new  fire  station.  With  the 
estabhshment  of  motor  apparatus  at  Engine  48 
the  building  of  the  new  fire  station  might  safely 
wait  until  next  year. 

3.  Washington  Street  Fire  Station,  Grove  Hall, 

Dorchester. 

Establish  a  combination  chemical  and  hose 
wagon  in  the  quarters  of  Ladder  Company  23, 
carrying  one  or  two  chemical  tanks  with  1,000 
feet  of  2.i-inch  hose.  In  the  event  of  large  fires 
in  the  business  and  mercantile  districts,  the  out- 
Ij'ing  .districts  <ire  left  uncovered;  for  example. 
Engine  Company  24  at  Engine  Company  12, 
Ladder  Company  23  at  I^adder  Company  4, 
Engine  Company  42  at  Engine  Company  14, 
leaves  the  Grove  Hall  section  in  an  unprotected 
condition.    This  would  require  five  additional  men. 

The  combination  chemical  and  ladder  trucks 
would  be  distributed  as  follows: 

1.  Harvard  Avenue  Fire  Station,  AUston,  Brighton 

District. 
Disbantl  the  present  Chemical  Company  6  and 
replace  with  an  automobile  ladder  truck  with  a 
chemical  tank.  As  the  Brighton  district  has  only 
one  ladder  truck  it  leaves  the  Allston  section, 
which  is  fast  building  up  with  apartment  houses,  in 
a  dangerous  condition,  the  nearest  second  alarm 
trucks  being  located  at  Longwood  and  Back  Bay 
districts.  I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  event  of  any  accident  to  Ladder 
Company  1 1  in  response  to  alarms  it  leaves  the 
Brighton  district  without  ladder  service.  This 
would  require  two  new  men. 

2.  Lauriat     Avenue     Fire      Station,     Dorchester 

District. 
Establish  a  combination  ladder  company  in  the 
quarters  of  Chemical  Company  11.  This  would 
require  five  new  men.  On  account  of  the  great 
number  of  wooden  buildings  that  are  being  erected 
in  the  district  between  Grove  Hall  and  Mattapan, 
also  in  the  Talbot  avenue  territory,  lacfder  service 
is  nmch  needed,  the  nearest  ladder  companies  being 
Ladder  Company  23  at  Grove  Hall  and  Ladder 
Company  G  at  Milton  Lower  Mills. 


3.       Washington    Street    Fire    Station,     Egleston 
Square,  West  Roxbury. 

Disband  the  present  Chemical  Company  5,  and 
replace  with  a  combination  automobile  ladder  com- 
pany. The  present  ladder  service  in  Seaver  street, 
Boylston  Station  and  Heath  street  districts  is  not 
what  it  should  be,  and  a  truck  of  this  type  would 
render  valuable  service  on  the  back  part  of  Parker 
Hill. 

The  suburbs  south  and  west  of  a  line  drawn  from 
the  southerly  end  of  Harvard  Bridge  through  the 
junction  of  Dudley  and  Washington  streets.  Meet- 
ing Hovise  Hill,  Glover's  Corner  to  Dorchester  Bay, 
under  this  distribution  would  be  practically 
covered  with  motor  fire  apparatus.  This  would 
relieve  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Dorchester,  Rox- 
bury, Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  which  condition, 
as  you  know,  has  been  very  acute.  There  has  been 
in  the  past  much  pressure  brought  on  the  Fire 
Department  for  additional  apparatus,  and  the  de- 
partment has  been  subject  to  a  great  deal  of 
criticism  from  these  districts. 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  H.  Cole, 
Fire  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Headquarters  Fire  Department, 

March  14,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  recom- 
mend an  extra  appropriation  of  forty-two  thou- 
sand (42,000)  dollars  to  be  used  for  the  improving 
of  the  fire  alarm  branch  of  this  department.  This 
branch  has  not  kept  pace  with  modern  progress 
and  in  certain  lines  is  far  behind  the  times. 

The  estimate  of  forty-two  thousand  dollars 
does  not  include  many  improvements  that  should 
be  made  in  this  branch;  nmch  more  underground 
cable  should  be  laid;  the  Hyde  Park  system  should 
be  thoroughly  modernized;  lights  should  be  placed 
over  boxes;  many  locations  of  boxes  should  be 
changed,  and  fifty  boxes,  in  addition  to  those 
.specified  in  this  letter,  should  be  installed.  In 
addition,  the  underground  cable  downtown  is  in 
bad  shape  and  many  of  the  cables  will  have  to  bo 
replaced  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  years.  Fur- 
ther, in  addition,  it  would  seem  that  the  question 
must  soon  be  settled  as  to  the  erection  of  a  prop- 
erly fireproof  central  headquarters  in  a  district 
not  menaced  by  fire.  But  the  money  asked  for 
this  year  covers  the  most  pressing  nfeeds.  The 
same  amount  of  money  should  be  appropriated 
for  the  next  five  years  to  put  this  branch  where  it 
should  be.  I  will  say  further  we  are  making  the 
headquarters  as  nearly  fireproof  as  we  can  under 
present  conditions.  This  is  being  paid  for  out  of 
the  regular  appropriation. 

The  $42,000,  if  granted,  would  be  used  as 
follows: 

Changes  and  additions  to  central  sta- 
tion equipment $7,195  00 

Underground    work,    including    cables, 

lamp-posts  and  post  connections 25, .565  00 

Aerial  cable 2,125  00 

Cost    of     installing    seventy-five    new 

boxes 17,500  00 

Extra  linemen,  employed  for  six  months,      2,000  00 


$54,385  00 


To  this  amount  $12,000  from  the  regular  appro- 
priation could  be  applied,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$42,000  to  be  received  by  a  special  appropriation. 
I  give  below  in  detail  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  will  be  spent. 

Changes  and  Additions  to  Central  Station 
Equipment. 

New  circuit  test  board $975  00 

New  tapper  and  gong  relay ^        945  00 

New  tapper  register 1,145  00 

New  multiple  key  for  tappers 150  00 

Storage  battery 4,000  00 


.$7,195  00 


The  new  circuit  test  board  will  take  the  place 
of  one  that  is  crude  and  out  of  date,  and  will  make 
for  efficiency  and  accuracy. 

The  new  tapper  and  gong  relay  will  give  both 
gong  and  light  signals  and  take  the  place  of  the 
old  ones  that  give  a  gong  signal  only. 

The  new  tapper  register  to  be  installed  would 
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be  n  punch  rojiistcr  instead  of  the  old  inking  resister 
whicii  is  out  of  date. 

The  new  multiple  key  for  tappers  will  allow  for 
alarms  to  be  sent  out  by  hand  in  case  of  an  accident 
to  the  apparatus. 

Storage  Battery. —  We  are  now  supplied  with 
electric  current^  from  the  two  dynanuis  in  the 
repair  shop  and  from  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminat- 
ing C^onipany.  We  also  have  a  temporary  eon- 
iici-tion  with  the  public  baths  on  Dover  street. 
Should  anything  happen  to  any  of  these  supplies 
wo  should  be  without  the  necessary  energy  to 
keep  our  system  going.  With  a  storage  battery 
we  would  b(^  able  to  keep  the  system  going  for 
several  hours,  or  until  some  other  outside  connec- 
tions could  be  made.  Further  it  would  make  for 
economy.  The  repair  shop  supplies  us  with  power 
during  the  day  only  and  we  take  from  the  Edison 
Company  at  night.  With  a  storage  battery  the 
repair  shop  could  generate  enough  electricity  by 
day  to  keep  the  motors  going  during  the  daytiine, 
and  at  the  same  time  store  up  enough  to  keep  going 
during  the  night,  and  thereby  save  the  buying 
of  power  from  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating 
Company. 

Underground  Work. 
From  Bristol  street  to  Dudley  street, 

1  lamp-post  and  1  test-post $6,000  00 

Dudley    street    from    Harrison    avenue 

to  Guild  row 210  00 

Dorchester: 

Washington  street  from  Park  street 
to  Ashmont  street,  2  lamp-posts 
and  1  pole  connection 1,360  00 

Park  street  from  Washington  street 
to  Dorchester  avenue,  1  lamp- 
post and  1  pole  connection 700  00 

Centre  street  and  Centre  avenue, 
from  Washington  street  to  Dor- 
■  Chester   avenue,   1    lamp-post   and 

2  pole  connections 760  00 

Savin   Hill  avenue  from   Dorchester 

avenue  to    railroad  bridge,  2  pole 

connections 400  00 

Washington  street  at  Erie  street,   1 

pole  connection / 100  00 

Harvard  street  froin  Washington 
street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue,  4  lamp- 
posts and  4  pole  connections 2,000  00 

Blue  Hill  avenue  from  Grove  Hall  to 
Mattapan,    6    lamp-posts    and    10 

pole  connections 6,320  00 

Jamaica  Plain  and  West  Roxbury: 
Centre  street  from  Lamartine  street 
to  Green  street,  5  lamp-posts  and 

2  pole  connections 2,000  00 

Centre  and  South  streets  from  Green 
street  to  Arborway,  4  lamp-posts 

and  3  pole  connections 1,775  00 

Brighton: 
.  Washington     street     from     Market 
street  to  Oak  square,  2  lamp-posts 

and  5  pole  connections 2,240  00 

Southampton  street  from  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  to  Dorchester 
avenue,    1    lamp-post    and   2   pole 

connections. . ." 1,700  00 

This  work  would  require  the  setting  of  twenty- 
seven  lamp-posts  and  the  making  of  thirty-three  . 
pole  connections,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $25,565. 
The  circuits  in  these  districts  are  overloaded  and 
new  circuits  should  be  added.  In  order  to  do  this 
we  must  lay  more  main  cables,  from  headquarters 
to  Dudley  street,  and  on  Dudley  street  from  Har- 
rison avenue  to  Guild  row.  Other  districts  are 
prescribed  districts  and  we  must  lay  cable  in  them. 
Others  are  in  dangerous  condition  owing  to  wires 
overhead  and  should  be  put  underground,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  installation  of  new  boxes.  The 
lamp-posts  and  pole  connections  are  a  necessary 
adjunct  to  the  laying  of  underground  cable. 

Aerial  Cable. 

From  Meridian  and  Condor  streets, 
East  Boston,  to  Engine  11,  passing 
through  several  streets $1,360  00 

Chelsea  street,  East  Boston,  from  Mav- 
erick square  to  Prescott  square 765  00 

The   overhead   wires   in   this   district   are   in   a 

dangerous  condition  and  should  be  strung  as  an 

overhead  cable. 

Seventy-five  New  Boxes. 
We   already   have   on   file   applications   for   125 

boxes  from  the  different  districts  of  the  city,  the 

locations   of   which   have   been   approved   by   this 


department.  Seventy-five,  however,  would  be  a 
conservative  amount  to  be  put  in  during  the 
present  fiscal  year.  The  location  and  estimated 
cost  of  these  boxes  are  as  follows: 

Approximate 
District  1,  East  Boston:  -         Cost. 

Neptune  road  and  Lubcc  street  (lamp- 
post)          $800  00 

To  establish  this  box  underground 
connection  will  be  re(|uired.  The 
section  is  rapidly  building  up  with 
frame  constructed  buildings  and 
the  nearest  box  at  present  is  about 
1,400  feet  distant. 

Gove  and  Frankfort  streets  (on  pole),  185  00 

The  nearest  box  to  this  location  is 
about  1,000  feet. 

Gladstone  and  Selma  streets 200  00 

Farrington  street  and  Orient  Heights 

avenue 200  00 

District  2,  Charlestown: 

Medford   street  near  Baldwin  street 

(on  a  pole) 115  00 

Nearest  box  about  900  feet. 

Bartlett  and  Sullivan  streets 400  00 

District  4,  City  Proper,  West  and  North 
Ends: 

Wall  and  Minot  streets  (lamp-post) .  .  300  00 

Nearest  box  about  800  feet  distant. 

Revere  and  Charles  streets  (lamp- 
post)    350  00 

Nearest  box  about  600  feet  distant. 
District  5,  City  Proper: 

Harrison      avenue      and      Kneeland 

street 275  00 

District  6,  Soufh  Boston: 

Summer  street  opposite  D  street  (on 

a  pole) 115  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,400  feet  distant. 

Seventh  and  D  streets 140  00 

District  7,  City  Proper,  South  End: 

Washington  and  Perry  streets  (lamp- 
post)    275  00 

Nearest  box  about  800  feet  distant. 

Harrison      avenue      and      Brookline 

street  (lamp-post) 275  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,000  feet  distant. 

Cumberland  and  St.  Botolph  streets,         375  00 
District  8,  Roxbury  and  Back  Bay: 

Lambert  avenue  and  Lambert  street 

(on  a  pole) 210  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,000  feet,  one  pole 
required. 

Hemenway      and      Norway     streets 

(lamp-post) 250  00 

Nearest  box  about  900  feet  distant. 

Cedar  and  Centre  streets 115  00 

Move  Box  243   from   Engine    14   to 

Eliot  square 320  00 

District  9,  Roxbury,  West  Side: 

Adams  and  Dudley  streets  (lamp- 
post)    350  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet. 

Washington  and  Elmore  streets  (lamp- 
post)    275  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet. 

East  Cottage  and  Humphrey  streets 

(on  a  pole) 200  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet. 

Move  Box  272,  corner  of  Elm  Hill 
avenue  and  Howland  street,  to  Elm 
Hill  avenue  and  Georgia  street.  .  .  .  215  00 

Warren  and  Gaston  streets  (lamp- 
post)    250  00 

Nearest  box  if  272  is  moved  about 
1,200  feet. 

Humboldt  avenue  and  Howland  street 

(on  a  pole) 120  00 

Nearest  box  about  900  feet. 

Blue     Hill     avenue     and     Woodcliff 

street  (lamp-post) 250  00 

Nearest  box  about  800  feet. 

Magnolia  street  and  Hooper  avenue . .  350  00 

Nearest  box  about  900  feet. 

Walnut  avenue  and  Crawford  street 

(lamp-post) 440  00 

Nearest  box  about  800  feet. 

Warren  street  and  Kearsarge  avenue,         250  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,000  feet. 

Harrison  avenue  and  Lenox  street. . .  275  00 

Pleasant  and  Mavfield  streets 130  00 

Sydney  street 125  00 

District  10,.  Dorchester: 

Move  Box  199,  now  on  pole  at  LTp- 

ham's  Corner,  to  lamp-post 200  00 

Park  and  Spencer  streets  (on  a  pole),         125  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,400  feet  distant. 
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Draper  and  Westvillo  streets  (lamp- 
post)  

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet  distant. 
Geneva    avenue    opposite    Waldeclc 

street  (on  a  ijole) 

Nearest  box  about  UOO  feet  distant. 
Fox  and  Peroival  streets  (on  a  pole) .  . 
Nearest  box  about  700  feet  distant. 
Melville     avenue     and     Bourneside 

street  (lamp-post) 

Nearest  box  about  1,400  feet  di.stant. 
Harvard  and  Esmond  streets   (lamp- 
post)  

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet  distant. 

Tenean  street 

Columbia  road  and  Wales  place 

Distriet  11,  Brighton: 

Washington  and  Matchett  streets  (on 

a  pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet  distant. 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Walling- 

ford  road  (on  a  pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,200  feet  distant. 
Chestnut    Hill    aveime    and    South 

street  (on  a  pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet  distant. 
Western  avenue   and   Market  street 

(on  a  pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,400  feet  distant. 
Mapleton  and  Market  streets  (on  a 

pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,.S0()  feet  distant. 
Saunders     and     Cambridge     streets 

(lamp-post) 

Nearest  box  about  1,.300  feet  distant. 
Commonwealtli    and    Long    avenues 

(on  a  pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,200  feet  distant. 

Linden  and  Ashford  streets 

AUston     Heights     and     Ridgemont 

street 

Lincoln  and  Everett  streets 

Brighton  and  Harvard  avenues 

Mt.  Vernon  and  Foster  streets 

Fairbanks  and  Washington  streets.. .  . 
District  12,  West  Roxbury: 

Lamartine     and     Biltmore     streets 

(lamp-post) 

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet. 
Washington   and   Forest  Hills  streets 

(lamp-post) 

Nearest  box  about  1,300  feet. 
Cranston  anil  Sheridian  streets  (on  a 

pole) 

Nearest  box  about  900  feet. 

Mt.  Vernon    and    Montview   streets 

(on  a  pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,500  feet. 
Centre  and  Grove  streets  (on  a  pole), 
Nearest  box  about  2,000  feet. 
Metropolitan   and   Augusta   avenues 

(on  a  pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,300  feet. 
Florence  and  Catherine  streets  (on  a 

pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,400  feet. 
Fairview  and  Primrose  streets  (on  a 

pole) ' 

Nearest  box  about  900  feet. 

Brooks   and   Florence   streets    (on   a 

pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,300  feet. 
Cottage     avenue     and    Washington 

street 

Vermont  and  Perham  streets 

District  14,  Dorchester: 

Regent  road  and  Oakland  street  (on 

a  pole) 

Nearest  box  about  2,400  feet. 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Fuller  street 

(lamp-post) 

Nearest  box  about  1,000  feet. 
Butler  and  Adams  streets  (on  a  pole), 
Nearest  box  about  900  feet. 
Selden  and  Capen  streets   (on  a  pole). 
Nearest  box  about  1,200  feet. 
Ashmont  and  Burt  streets  (on  a  pole). 
Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet. 
Ashmont    and    Bruce    streets    (on    a 

pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,100  feet. 
Adams   and    Hillsdale   streets    (on   a 

pole) 

Nearest  box  about  1,200  feet. 


roximate 
Co.st. 

.$400  00 
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COO  00 

275  00 
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00 
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00 
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00 
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00 
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00 
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00 

Approximate 
Cost. 
Beaumont    street    opposite    No.    59 

(on  a  pole) ' .1185  00 

Nearest  box  1,600  feet. 

Torrey    and    Chipman  streets   (on    a 

pole) 200  00 

Nearest  box  about  1,300  feet. 

Cedar  and  Sanford  streets 185  00 

Dorchester  avenue  and  Bellows  place,         275  00 

Centre  and  Samoset  streets 250  00 

Brent  and  Wainwright  streets 190  00 


817,402  00 


Extra  linemen  for  six  months' work. .     $2,000   00 

In  carrying  out  the  work  outlined  above  these 
extra  men  will  be  necessary  for  the  time  as  stated. 
Very  respectfully, 

Charles  H.  Cole, 
Fire  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DATA   CONCERNING    EMPLOYEES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  compliance  with  a  request  contained  in  an 
order  passed  at  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body 
held  March  11,  1912,  that  certain  data  relating  to 
employees  in  the  various  departments  during  the 
last  two  years  be  furnished  for  the  information  of 
the  members,  I  be'g  to  say  that  I  have  issued  a  cir- 
cular to  the  heads  of  departments,  a  copy  of  which 
is  attached  hereto,  directing  them  to  compile  the 
information  desired  with  all  possible  promptness. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgehald,  Mayor. 

Mayor's  Office, 
Boston,  March  16,  1912. 
To  the  Heads  of  Departments: 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  furnish,  as  soon  as 
possible,  the  information  requested  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  passed  by  the  City  Council  at  its  meet- 
ing of  March  11,  1912: 

Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  departments, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  the  following 
information: 

1.  List  of  employees  who  died,  resigned  or 
were  removed  in  their  respective  departments  in 
the  years  1910-11  and  1911-12. 

2.  List  of  appointments  and  added  employees 
in  same  two  years,  giving  names,  addresses, 
amounts  of  salary  or  pay,  date  of  appointment  and 
civil  service  rating. 

3.  Increases  in  salary  or  pay  in  same  two  years, 
with  names  and  addresses  of  employees  so  increased. 

4.  List  of  temporary  employees  now  in  em- 
ployment with  names,  addresses  and  rate  of  pay. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRS   AT   WOOD    ISLAND.  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  19,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  commimication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
requesting  that  the  sum  of  $1,500  be  appropriated 
for  needed  repairs  on  the  locker  building  at  Wood 
Island  Park,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  this  amount 
from  the  Reserve  Fund,  when  made,  to  a  special 
appropriation  for  Wood  Island  Park,  Locker 
Building. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

March  1,  19.12. 
Hon.  .John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear    Sir, —  Certain    repairs    have    long    been 
needed  on  the  locker  building  at  Wood  Island  Park. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


TliPy  aif'  luoii'  pivssiiij;  thim  ovor  now,  the  porcli 
work  briuK  si'iiously  out  of  plumb.  The  letter 
quoteil  below  fiom  Mr.  Austin,  Arehitect,  expluins 
wlmt  is  needed,  and  to  curry  out  tlio  work  tlius 
tlescribed,  we  nsk  if  you  can  allow  tlic  department 
Sl.riOO. 

Yours  truly, 
UoBEUT  S.  Pe.\body,  Cliairnian. 

Sticknev  &  Austin,  Architects, 
."iO  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  Mass., 

February  28,  1912. 
R.  S.  Peabody,  Esq., 

Chairman  Boston  Commissioners: 

Dear  Sir, —  In  regard  to  repairs  of  the  locker 
building  at  Wood  Island  Park  I  would  rccomniend 
replastering  the  exterior  surfaces  of  the  bridge 
walls,  to  conform  in  appearance  to  the  plaster  on 
walls  of  building.  The  walls  of  bridge  are  now 
furred  and  wooden  lathed  (in  place  of  the  former. 
metal  laths),  and  the  cost  of  the  new  plastering 
would  not  exceed  $100. 

If  properly  done  it  ought  to  last  a  good  many 
years.  On  the  side  of  the  building  towards  the 
playground  the  columns  should  be  shortened 
6  inches  and  reset  plumb  on  a  new  coiicrete  con- 
tinuous foundation.  The  shelter  flooring  should 
be  raised  G  inches  above  grade  of  pla.vground  and 
consist  of  reinforced  concrete  slabs  independent 
of  the  ground  beneath.  I  see  no  occasion  at  this 
time  for  taking  off  the  remaining  roof  tiles  which 
seem  to  be  in  fairly  good  condition,  but  if  shingles 
are  substituted  the  cost  would  be  about  $250. 

I  should  say  that  you  will  need  for  all  the  above 
work,  including  carpenter's  patching,  painting 
and  shingling  of  remaining  roof,  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  ($1,500). 

Yours  truly, 

William  D.  Austin. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($1,500)  from  the 
appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund,  when  made,  to 
an  appropriation  for  Wood  Island  Park,  Locker 
Building,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners.  , 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


STATUE     GROUPING,    CHARLES    STREET 
MALL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  19,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  investigation  by  your 
honorable  body,  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  accompanied 
by  a  plan  for  the  development  of  the  Charles 
street  side  of  the  Public  Garden  by  means  of  a 
mall  and  a  formal  grouping  there  of  certain  statues 
now  located  at  other  points.  The  cost  of  this 
improvement  is  estimated  at  something  less  than 
$20,000. 

Yours  respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Grounds  Department, 

March  12,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  send  you  plans  for  the 
development  of  the  Charles  street  side  of  the  Public 
Garden  by  means  of  a  mall  and  the  formal  grouping 
there  of  certain  statues  now  located  at  other  points, 
also  estimate  of  cost  of  same,  amounting  to  $19,687. 
As  these  plans  have  been  approved  b.v  the  Art 
Commission  and  other  civic  organizations  interested 
in  the  improvement  of  the  Common  and  Public 
Garden,  I  would  suggest  that  an  additional  appro- 
priation from  the  Parkman  Fund  will  be  required 
in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  the  estimate  of 
cost.  ' 

Respectfully  submitted, 
D.  H.  Sullivan,  Superintendent. 
(Annexed  was  plan  referred  to.) 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPAIRS  ON  PIERS,  CASTLE  ISLAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

Cit.v  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  under  date 
of  March  20,  accompanied  by  estimates  from  Mr. 
C.  E.  Putnam,  engineer  of  the  Park  Department, 
and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Frank  M.  Rogers,  manager 
of  the  Boston  and  Hough's  Neck  Steamboat 
Company. 

The  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requests  an  appropriation  of  $9,100,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  piers  on  the  northeast 
and  southwest  sides  of  Castle  Island.  The  improve- 
ment of  the  northeast  or  outer  pier  is  for  the 
purpose  of  permitting  landings  by  the  boats  of  the 
Boston  and  Hough's  Neck  Steamboat  Company, 
and  the  improvement  on  the  .southwest  pier  is  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  structure  more  safe  and 
convenient  for  the  passengers  who  now  make  the 
landing  from  the  boats  that  start  at  Marine  Park. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  item  of  $5,000  for  the 
deepening  of  the  channel  across  Pleasure  bay- 
mighty  be  omitted,  as  the  state  could  be  asked  tp 
do  this  dredging,  but  in  my  judgment  both  the 
piers  need  strengthening  and  reconstruction  and 
the  use  of  the  island  would  be  greatly  extended 
by  having  passengers  land  on  the  trip  to  and  from 
points  of  interest  in  the  outer  harbor.  I  recom- 
mend, therefore,  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  transferring  the  sum  of  $4,100  from  the 
appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund,  when  made,  to  an 
appropriation  for  Castle  Island,  Repairs  on  Piers. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

March  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Frank  M.  Rogers  and  of  two  reports  on  the  same 
from  our  engineer,  Mr.  Putnam. 

The  proposition  that  the  harbor  excursion  line 
would  make  regular  stops  at  Castle  Island  during 
the  summer  if  the  pier  were  repaired,  seems  to  us 
important.  It  might  be  a  very  effective  way  of 
making  the  attractions  of  that  island  available  to 
many  visitors.  Mr.  Putnam's  suggestion  that  the 
landing  pier  for  the  boats  from  Marine  Park  be 
made  a  more  suitable  structure  and  that  the  channel 
there  be  made  deeper  is  also  a  wise  one. 
The  cost  would  be: 

Repairing  northeast  stone  pier.  ..:....  $600  00 

Pile  wharf  and  drop  at  same 2,500  00 

Better  landing  on  southwest  pier 1,000  00 

Deepening  channel  to  latter 5,000  00 

Total $9,100  00 


Of  this  $9,100  only  $3,100  applies  definitely  to 
the  conveniences  required  for  this  new  line  of 
steamers.  We  have  made  inquiries  as  to  whether 
Mr.  Rogers  would  bear  any  of  this  expense.  He 
says  he  cannot  do  so  but  that  he  proposes  to  run  a 
good  line  of  steamers  and  make  these  stops  if  the 
pier  were  repaired.  It  is  necessary  for  him  to  know 
shortly  whether  the  pier  can  be  repaired  or  not  so 
that  he  can  conclude  negotiations  regarding  his 
steamers,  of  which  there  will  be  two. 

The  department  asks  whether  it  is  possible  for 

them  to  have  either  the  $3,100  required  to  make 

these  stops  possible  or  the  whole  $9,100  to  improve 

the  facilities  for  landing  on  both  sides  of  the  island. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

March  4,  1912. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pettigrew,  Superintendent: 

Dear  Sir, — My  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  pile 
wharf  on  the  site  of  the  old  wharf  on  the  north- 
easterly corner  of  Castle  Island  is  $2,500.  This 
estimate  is  for  a  wharf  20  feet  wide  and  50  feet 
long,  and  containing  one  wharf  drop  like  the 
drops' in  use  at  the  Eastern  Steamship  Company's 
wharves  in  Boston.  The  estimate  includes  $600 
for  repairing  the  existing  stone  pier.  The  pier 
should  be  repaired  whether  the  wharf  is  built  or 
not. 

Respectfully, 
C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 
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March  -1,  1912. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pcttigrcw,  Superintendent: 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  old  wharf  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Castle  I.slaud  is  to  be  repaired  will  it 
not  be  an  opportune  time  to  attempt  to  replace 
the  existiuK  landing  for  the  Marine  Park  boats 
on  the  opjjosite  .side  of  the  island  with  a  more 
suitable  structure?  A  very  satisfactory  landing 
place  can  be  provided  tVierc  for  $1,000  or  less,  and 
the  channel  can  be  widened  to  100  feet  and 
deepened  to  7  feet  at  mean  low  water  for  about 
$0,000.  It  would  be  worth  the  price,  and  with 
proper  channel  and  landing  facilitic.s  it  would  be 
easier  to  exact  satisfactory  service  from  the 
lessee. 

Respectfull,v, 
C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 

February  23,  1912. 
To    the    Board    of    Park    Commissioners    of   the 
City  of  Boston : 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  respectfully  beg  to 
submit  to  your  honorable  Board  for  consideration 
and  approval  my  petition  to  have  necessary  repairs 
made  to  the  wharf  now  located  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  Castle  Island,  that  access  to  such  may  be 
obtained  by  my  boats  plying  between  Boston  and 
Hough's  Neck  during  the  season  of  1912,  with 
explanations  accompanying  my  request,  wliich  I 
tru.st  will  be  within  the  scope  of  propriet.V. 

I  have  secured  the  rights  formerly  controlled 
by  the  Boston  &  Hough's  Neck  Steamboat  Com- 
pany and  will  operate  a  regular  passenger  line  of 
not  less  than  two  steamers  between  Boston  and 
Hough's  Nock  and  would  like  to  touch  Castle 
Island  if  proper  facilities  psrmitted. 

In  addition  to  running  a  regular  hourly  service 
in  either  direction  between  these  two  places,  it  is 
my  intention  to  ofTer  the  public  an  opportunity 
to  see  Boston  from  the  sea,  including  a  delightful 
sail  among  the  islands  and  fortifications  of  Boston 
Harbor  via  steamer  leaving  Ba.v  Ijine  Wharf, 
400  Atlantic  avenue,  at  11.15  a.  m.  and  2.15  p.  n\. 

There  are  a  great  many  visitors  in  Boston  during 
the  summer  -season  and  a  sight-seeing  trip  of  this 
kind  will  .surely  offer  some  attraction  to  them  and 
these  special  trips  from  Boston,  touching  at  Castle 
Island,  will  be  extremely  fascinating,  giving  these 
patrons  the  option  of  stopping  off  at  this  historic 
place,  offering  the  inspection  of  the  island  and  port, 
from  which  place  they  may  visit  Marine  Park 
either  by  walking  across  the  wooden  pier  or  by 
steamer,  where  several  attractions  are  offered, 
such  as  the  iron  pier,  splendid  bathing,  dinner  at 
the  Head  House  and  a  visit  to  the  aquarium,  the 
significance  of  which  requires  little  explanation 
from  me. 

The  present  system  of  sight-seeing  trips  in 
Boston  is  conducted  through  automobiles  and 
these  conveyances  take  the  pa.ssenger  either 
through  the  business  district  or  a  short  ride  in  the 
residential  section  of  Back  Bay,  while  a  sight- 
seeing trip  by  water  from  this  city  will  be  a  novel 
and  interesting  feature  to  both  a  resident  and 
visitor,  and  will  present  to  this  patronage  a  large 
section  of  the  Park  Department  in  a  manner  that 
cannot  be  excelled  by  other  means  of  tran.sporta- 
tion  inasmuch  as  cdinfort  i.s  the  first  requisite  and 
a  cool  exhilarating  sail  to  Castle  Island  from 
Boston  connecting  for  Marine  Park  presents 
these  points  of  interest  in  the  way  and  manner 
which  nature's  beauty  at  these  places  are  far  more 
appreciated. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  a  direct  line  from  Boston 
will  be  beneficial  to  the  large  number  of  patrons 
of  Castle  Island  that  visit  this  park  from  all  over 
the  city  proper  and  sub\ub.s,  such  as  Charlestown, 
Somerville,  Everett,  Maiden,  ICast  Boston,  Chelsea 
and  Winthrop,  and  often  families  afford  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  to  go  to  this  place  for  recrea- 
tion to  spend  the  day  with  their  families  and  find 
very  poor  accommodations  returning  home,  as  the 
service  by  water  to  City  Point  from  this  park  in 
the  latter,  part  of  the  day  is  naturall.v  well  pat- 
ronized, and  frequently  crowded,  and  provide 
inadequate  accommodations  for  women  with 
children,  and  even  though  City  Point  is  reached, 
there  is  another  problem  for  these  women  to  secure 
seats  in  the  cars  which  are  filled  by  men  and  younger 
people,  oftentimes  while  the  car  is  in  motion.  It 
would  afford  better  accommodations  for  these 
people  to  take  the  boat  at  Castle  Island  for  Boston 
where  .sufficient  room  is  always  available  (the 
Steamboat  inspectors  provide  for  this),  and  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Rowe's  Wharf  which  is  handily 
located  to  surface  cars,  elevated  trains  and  Boston, 


Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  and  provides 
good  service  to  the.se  passengers  in  reaching  their 
homes  in  a  safe,  quick  and  comfortable  manner. 

This  pier  will  be  very  useful  when  the  park  at 
Governor's  Island  is  open  to  the  public,  as  it  will 
provide  direct  connections  for  the  boats  from 
Boston  to  touch  at  Governor's  Island,  thence  a 
short  run  across  the  channel  to  Castle  Island,  and 
it  also  shortens  the  run  from  City  Point  to  Gover- 
nor's Island,  as  the  pre.sent  landing  at  Castle 
Island  on  the  Pleasure  bay  side  would  be  out  of 
the  way  and  require  the.se  boats  to  cover  their 
tracks  repeatedly,  and  as  the  depth  of  water  on 
the  northeasterly  side  of  Castle  Island  is  very 
deep  and  clear  of  obstruction,  it  would  eliminate 
the  present  dangers  now  surrounding  the  unbuoyed 
channel  and  shallow  water  in  Pleasure  bay. 

I  shall  commence  the  boat  service  about  June 
10,  and  would  like  to  include  in  my  advertising 
the  stop  at  Castle  Island  if  such  landing  can  be 
obtained,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  have 
my  advertising  well  under  way  by  May  1. 

I  am  willing  to  pay  a  nominal  sum  for  the 
privilege  which  I  ask  and  believe  the  advantages 
will  be  well  received  b.v  the  public. 

Strict  discipline  will  prevail  on  my  boats  at  all 
times,  each  individual  will  be  properly  uniformed 
and  di.screet  attention  will  be  given  women  and 
children. 

Trusting  this  petition  will  receive  your  favor- 
able expression,  I  am,  believe  me, 

Respectfully  yours, 

Frank  M.  Rogers. 

151  Pearl  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Tel.  Main  5919. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  forty- 
one  hundred  dollars  ($4,100)  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Reserve  Fund,  when  made,  to  an  appro- 
priation for  Castle  Island,  Repairs  on  Piers. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COPP'S     HILL     PLAYGROUND,     SHELTER. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioncrg, 
setting  forth  the  results  of  the  competition  invited 
for  concrete  shelters  and  sanitaries  on  the  Copp'a 
Hill  Terraces.  The  lowest  bid  involves  an  expendi- 
ture of  a  little  more  than  $39,000.  As  the  appro- 
priation for  the  work  is  only  $28, .500  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  an  extra  appropriation  of 
$10,670  from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
when  made,  to  the  appropriation  for  Copp's  Hill 
Playground,  Shelter. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commis.sioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 
Jamaica  Plain,  March  19,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  Herewith  arc  the  bids  received  for 
concrete  shelters  and  sanitaries  on  the  Copp's  Hill 
Terraces.  The  lowest  bid,  by  Morrison,  requires, 
in  order  to  build  the  shelters  exactly  as  drawn, 
$38,370,  to  which  must  be  added  fee  to  architect, 
say,  $6.50,  work  done  in  the  department,  sa.v,  $150; 
total,  $39,170.  The  appropriation  for  this  work 
is  $28, .500.  Balance  needed  if  work  is  done  like 
drawings,  $10,670. 

As  you  know,  the  Copp's  Hill  Terraces  do  not 
fully  answer  their  purposes  at  present.  The'  build- 
ing of  the  elevated  road  just  below  them  defeated 
the  original  intention.  It  is  our  desire  to  increase 
very  much  the  playing  space  on  these  terraces,  to 
make  the  view  of  the  water  better  from  them  and 
to  furnish  some  covered  play  spaces  and  some 
sanitary  conveniences.  All  this  can  be  done  in 
somewhat  the  way  that  we  have  laid  out  the 
drawings,  but  at  less  cost  provided  we  do  the  work 
in  a  less  satisfactory  manner.  The  renovation  of 
the  playground  at  the  Paul  Revere  School  has  been 
so  very  successful  that  we  want  to  treat  the  Copp's 
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CITY   COUNCIL. 


Hill  t;n)vnul  in  sonu'thiuK  (ho  siuiie  way.  Those 
litllc  plii,VKr<>unds  are  filled  with  iv  nniltitvide  of 
ehiUlroii  and  deserve  more  attention  and  more 
expense  than  many  of  greater  size. 

We  hope  that  yon  will  see  the  way  to  giving  us 
the  extra  appropriation  of  $10,670  so  that  this 
work  nia.N'  proceed  just  as  we  have  laid  it  out  and 
without  serimpiug. 

Yoi5rs  truly, 
RoBEUT  S.  Peauouy,  Chairman. 

Proposals  for  Concrete  Shelters  and  Sanitaries  on 
Copp's  Hill  Terraces,  Opened  February  16, 
IS)  12. 


Upper 
Shelter. 

Lower 
Shelter 

and 
Terrace. 

William  L.  Morrison  Co 

W.  A.  Murtfeldt  Co 

Conners  BrotherlJto 

$29,670  00 
32,988  00 
34,436  00 

S8,700  00 
12,804  00 
17,337  00 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  dollai's  ($10,070) 
from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund,  when 
made,  to  the  appropriation  for  Copp's  Hill  Play- 
ground, Shelter. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PLAY     LEADERS,     PARK     DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  your  study  of  the  needs  of  the  park  depart- 
ment consideration  might  be  given  to  the  request 
of  the  chairman,  as  contained  in  the  accompanj'ing 
letter,  that  the  sum  of  Sl.5,000  be  provided  for 
play  leaders  or  playground  superintendents.  I 
submit  it  to  you  so  that  you  may  attach  to  this 
phase  of  the  work  of  the  department  the  import- 
ance which  it  should  command. 

In  the  estimate  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  1912-13  there  is  an  item  of  $15,000  for 
"better  quality  of  maintenance,"  but  presumably 
this  does  not  refer  to  the  same  sub.iect. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

March  7,  1912. 
,John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — You  will  recall  that  we  have  sug- 
gested in  our  last  two  reports  that  the  Park  De- 
partment be  provided  with  sufficient  funds  to 
maintain  a  corps  of  plaj'  leaders  or  playgroimd 
superintendents,  who  should  control  the  playing 
and  the  players  on  the  different  playgrounds 
controlled  by  our  department.  To  make  this 
possible,  we  ask  if  you  will  not  arrange  for  us  to 
have  the  .sum  of  $15,000  to  expend  for  this  purpose 
during  the  current  year. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FIRE   STATION,    OAK   SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Fire    Commissioner,    which   points   out   that   the 


three  lowest  bids  for  a  new  fire  station  at  Oak 
square  run  from  ten  thousand  dollars  to  about 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  more  than  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  As  the  land 
taken  for  the  station  will  cost  about  thirty-five 
hundred  dollars,  according  to  the  estimates  of 
the  Street  Commissioners,  it  becomes  necessary, 
if  this  work  is  to  be  carried  on,  either  to  revise 
the  plans  and  adopt  an  interior  form  of  construc- 
tion or  to  make  a  further  appropriation  of  about 
sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  an  order  trans- 
ferring this  amount  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  when 
made,  to  the  appropriation  .for  Fire  .Station,  Oak 
Square  and  Faneuil  Section. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Headquarters  Fire  Department, 

March  16,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — In  response  to  the  advertisement  for  a  new 
fire   station   in   Oak   square,    Brighton,    the    three 
lowest  bids  received  were: 

McGahey  &  O'Connor $34,877  00 

J.  F.  Griffin  Company 38,294  00 

J.  B.  Byrne 39,900  00 

The  appropriation  made  for  this  project  was 
$25,000  for  building  and  land.  The  land  was  taken 
by  right  of  eminent  domain,  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners awarding  $3,461.15  for  same. 

"The  amount  of  money  remaining  available  makes 
it  impossible  to  accept  any  of  the.se  bids,  so  that 
I  respectfully  ask  that  the  City  Council  appropriate 
sixteen  thousand  (16,000)  dollars  additional,  in 
order  that  the  department  may  proceed  to  erect 
this  building. 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  H.  Cole, 
Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  si.xteen 
thousand  dollars  ($16,000)  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Reserve  Fund,  when  made,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Fire  Station,  Oak  Square  and  Faneuil 
Section. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PLAYGROUND,    MT.    IDA. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  a  conference  held  recently  between  the 
Mayor,  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  and 
citizens  of  Ward  20  interested  in  a  playground  for 
that  ward,  the  sentiment  was  unanimous  that  the 
large  open  space  on  Mt.  Ida  should  be  taken. 
The  present  appropriation  is  insufficient  for  this 
purpose  and  I  beg  to  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders,  one  of  which  alters  the 
title  of  this  appropriation  from  Playground,  Ward 
20,  to  Playground,  Mt.  Ida  Section,  and  the 
other  appropriates  $50,000  additional  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  bond  issue  for  this  purpose,  making 
the  entire  appropriation  $100,000  for  Playground, 
Mt.  Ida  Section. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,   Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($50,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  and  added 
to  the  appropriation  for  Pla.vground,  Mt.  Ida 
Section,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  on 
the  request  of  the  Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sura  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  ($50,000)  from  the  appropriation 
for  Playground,  Ward  20,  to  an  appropriation,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners,  for  Playground,  Mt.  Ida 
Section. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MARCH    25,    1912. 
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INCOME   FROM    PARKMAN    FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  income 
on  hand  on  March  19,  1912,  and  the  estimated 
income  to  December  31,  1912,  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund,  prepared  by  the  City  Treasurer; 
also  a  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Coiimiissioners,  giving  a  new  summary  of  the 
expenditures  now  under  contract  for  the  Zoological 
Garden  and  A(iuarium  and  a  statement  of  the 
appropriation  desired. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

George  F.  Parkman  Fund.   (Estimated  Income.) 
1912 

March  19.     Cash  on  hand $51,629  24 

March  30.     Income  estimated 17,000  00 

April.     Income  estimated 8,000  00 

May.     Income  estimated 1,400  00 

June.     Income  estimated 17,700  00 

July.     Income  estimated 51,000  00 

September.     Income  estimated 500  00 

October.     Income  estimated 8,000  00 

November.     Income  estimated 1,400  00 

December.     Income  estimated 17,000  00 

December  31,  1912 $173,629  24 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

March  18,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Your  secretary  writes  on  March  13 
that  you  would  like  a  new  summary  of  the  expendi- 
tures now  under  contract  for  the  Zoological  Garden 
and  Aquarium  and  a  compact  statement  of  our 
further  wishes. 

Please  find  these  attached  hereto.  The  changes 
from  the  list  previously  sent  you  concern  the  cost 
of  the  winter  bird  house  {for  which  bids  have  been 
obtained)  and  the  making  of  a  lily  pond  at  the 
herbaceous  garden  and  the  planting  of  trees  around 
the  bird  cage. 

The  winter  bird  house  will  be  needed  next 
autumn  and  we  are  very  reluctant  to  cut  down  the 
well  studied  arrangements  of  the  house.  The  lily 
pond  will  add  much  to  the  beautiful  flowering 
garden  near  Seaver  street.  The  planting  of  trees  is 
to  conceal  as  much  as  possible  the  view  of  the  bird 
cage  from  the  wide  park  stretches. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Zoological  Garden  and  Aquarium,  Contracts  Made 

and  Work  Done  by  Park  Department 

Employees. 

Zoological  Garden  Contracts. 

Bear  Dens: 

John  A.  Rooney,    walls    and    bear 

dens $11,835  00 

Smith  &   Lovett,   ironwork 9,347  03 

William     L.     Morrison,     concrete 

floors 6,763  00 

West  lioxbury  Trap  Rock  Com- 
pany, walls  and  stairway 3,500  00 

John  F.  Griffin  Company,  masonry, 

flying  cage 10,798  00 

New  England  Structural  Company, 

flying  cage 8,734  00 

Babcock,    Sanborn   &  Davis  Com- 
pany, temporary  cage  fronts.  .  .  335  00 
John   Evans  &  Co.,   panel,  bear's 

den G24  00 

Aquarium  Contracts. 
Aquarium  Building: 

Carroll  Construction  Company.  .  .         95,868  49 

Bay  State  Construction  and  Sup- 
ply Company,  refrigerating  ma- 
chinery   7,110  00 

Laskey  &  McMurrer,  heating  and 

ventilating 15,887  00 

Loomis-Manning  Filter  Distribut- 
ing Company,  filter 2,500  00 

Boston   Plate   Glass   and   Window 

Company,  plate  glass 1,738  00 

Arcliitect's  Commission 0,001   41 

Engineer's  Commission 1,529  82 


Miscellaneous,  Including  Work  Done 
by  Department  Employees. 

Zoo  .sewerage  and  water $11,743  09 

Plans,     salaries,     commissions,     test 

holes,  etc 9,011  42 

Grading 2,034  84 

Temporary    bear    cage    and    service 

station 595  81 

Flying  cage  and  bird  house '.  .  .  .  154  63 

Walks  and  planting 719  91 

Grading   and   cement   work   at   bear 

cages 3,046  66 

Miscellaneous     expenditures.     Aqua- 
rium   1,188  28 


$211,725  99 


Zoological    Garden    and    Aquarium, 
March   19,   1912. 

Appropriations $217,200  00 

Expended  to  date $102,978  81 

Liabilities    under    con- 
tracts        108,747   18 

211,725   99 

Balance $5,474   01 


Appropriation  needed  to  complete  so 
much  of  the  Zoo  and  Aquarium  as 
it  is  intended  to  have  ready  June  1, 
1912,  including  the  winter  bird 
house $103,875  99 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


DISPOSAL   OF   REFUSE,    BRIGHTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  inclosed  communication  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  points  out  the  increased 
cost  of  the  present  method  of  disposing  of  ashes 
and  refuse  in  Brighton.  In  three  and  one-half 
years  the  cost  of  the  disposal  of  ashes  and  refuse 
has  increased  over  50  per  cent  and  the  cost  of  the 
disposal  of  garbage  over  75  per  cent.  The  methods 
pursued  are  said  to  be  unsanitary.  In  view  of 
these  facts  the  commissioner  requests  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  covering 
about  seven  acres  on  Everett  street,  adjoining  the 
stock  yards  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
and  a  further  appropriation  of  $75,000  for  the 
erection  of  an  incinerator  upon  this  property. 
Should  the  appropriation  be  granted  and  the 
purchase  made,  the  commissioner  would  transfer 
the  yards  of  the  Public  Works  Department  now  on 
Western  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenues  to  this  loca- 
tion, and  would  have  a  spur  track  laid  from  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  supplies. 

The  opportunity  seems  to  be  a  favorable  one  for 
securing  valuable  property  at  the  lowest  cost,  and 
the  method  of  refuse  and  garbage  disposal  by 
incineration  is  the  one  which  meets  with  universal 
indorsement  by  experts.  I  recommend,  therefore, 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  loan  orders, 
appropriating,  respectively,  the  sum  of  $23,000  for 
the  purchase  of  property  on  Everett  street,  and 
$75,000  for  the  construction  of  an  incinerator 
upon  the  said  property. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgbeald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  11,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  problem  of 
refuse  disposal  in  the  district  of  Brighton.  For 
some  years  past  this  work  has  been  contracted 
annually  to  the  lowest  bidder,  the  successful  con- 
tractor collecting  and  disposing  of  this  material  as 
he  saw  fit.  The  available  dumps  for  the  dispo.sal 
of  ashes  and  rubbish  in  this  district  are  fast  dis- 
appearing. The  chances  for  the  local  disposal  of 
the  offal  are  also  becoming  fewer,  and  it  is  very 
apparent  that  within  a  short  time  some  other 
means  of  disposal  nuist  be  undertaken  in  this 
district.  In  1908  the  cost  of  collection  and  dis- 
posal of  ashes  and  rubbi.sh  was  $601. 00§  per  month. 
In  1912  the  lowest  bid  received  was  $990  per  month 
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for  the  sanu'  work,  lu  li)08  tlu^  cost  of  coUet-tion 
iu\il  disposal  of  ofTal  was  $210. (Hig  per  month. 
In  1912  it  wixs  neccssarj'  to  advertise  three  dilTer- 
ent  times  for  this  contract  and  it  was  finallj' 
awarilcd  at  $4S5  per  month,  so  you  can  sec  that 
in  tliree  and  one-half  years'  time  tlie  cost  of  the 
disposal  of  ashes  and  refuse  has  increased  over 
50  per  cent,  and  the  cost  of  the  disposal  of  oiTal 
has  increased  about  75  per  cent. 

The  method  of  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  under 
these  contracts  is  antiiiuated  and  unsanitary. 
In  Decen\ber,  1910,  I  asked  for  an  appropriation 
of  $75,000  to  construct  an  incinerator  in  the 
Brighton  district  for  refuse  disposal,  said  incin- 
erator to  be  located  in  the  city  yard  on  Western 
avenue.  The  location  of  this  incinerator  brouglit 
out  considerable  objection  from  people  who  dwelt 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  so  far  as  I  know  the  City 
Council  has  never  taken  any  action  on  the  same. 
The  ideal  location  for  such  an  incinerator  would 
be  in  the  center  of  the  district,  so  that  the  cost  of 
collection  would  be  reduced  to  as  low  a  figure  as 
possible  by  having  an  economical  haul.  In  looking 
around  for  a  site  that  would  fulfill  this  condition 
and  at  the  same  time  meet  with  the  least  objec- 
tion from  the  citizens,  I  find  a  piece  of  property 
for  sale  on  Everett  street,  adjoining  the  stock 
yards  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  cori- 
sisting  of  about  seven  acres  of  land.  This  land  is 
assessed  for  6  cents  per  square  foot  and  can  be 
purcha.sed  for  8  cents  per  square  foot.  The 
amount  asked  is  about  $2.3,000. 

In  addition  to  placing  the  incinerator  in  this 
location,  we  would  abandon  the  Public  Works 
Department  yards  on  Western  avenue  and  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue  and  concentrate  everything  at 
this  location,  and  we  would  be  able  to  have  a  spur 
laid  from  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  to  receive 
our  supplies,  such  as  water  pipe,  road  oil,  broken 
stone,  etc.,  and  the  land  now  occupied  at  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue  and  Western  avenue  would  be 
for  sale  or  for  any  use  which  the  city  might  have 
for  it. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  I  would  recommend 
that  a  loan  of  $23,000  be  authorized  for  the  pur- 
chase of  said  lot  and  that  a  further  loan  of  $75,000 
be  authorized  for  the  construction  of  an  incin- 
erator on  this  lot. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROUKKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-three  thousand 
dollars  ($23,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  for  the  purchase  of  Everett  street, 
Brighton,  property,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  ($75,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works,  for  an  incinerator  at 
Brighton,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Francis  Hyneman,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  704  Huntington  avenue,  caused  by  blasting. 

Henry  Cavaliere,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  being  struck  by  a  piece  of  glass 
from  a  barrel  which  was  being  emptied  by  a  city 
employee. 

M.  D.  Cressy  Company,  for  compensation  for 
injury  to  horse  caused  by  a  defect  in  Charlestown 
Bridge. 

George  S.  Foster,  for  compen.sation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  in  front  of  10  Middlesex  street. 

S.  J.  Sands,  for  compensation  for  damag?  caused 
by  a  defect  in  sidewalk  at  21  South  Market  street. 

Edward  J.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  102  Sawyer  street  by  the  breaking  of  a 
^ater  pipe. 


David  Gusenof,  for  compensation  for  damages 
cau.sed  by  a  city  team  backing  into  store  window 
at  7  Grove  street,  Ward  11. 

George  Bolle,  for  compensation  for  damages  to 
his  estate,  between  River  street  and  West  Selden 
street,  by  employees  of  the  city. 

Orazio  Bevilacqua,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  fire  escape  by  a  city  garbage  team. 

Daniel  McColgan,  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  and 
expenses  incurred  on  account  of  injuries  received 
while  employed  by  the  city. 

Annie  T.  Crowley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  highway  at  38  Court  square. 

Frank  ,J.  Kane,  to  be  paid  wages  for  time  lost 
on  account  of  injuries  received  While  in  discharge 
of  his  duties. 

Bessie  M.  Clark,  to  be  paid  expense  incurred 
on  account  of  the  freezing  of  the  water  meter  at 
931  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  in  public  places  of  amusement,  as  follows: 

Edward  F.  Martin,  at  St.  Augustine's  Hall,  on 
evening  of  March  18. 

George  H.  Orman,  at  Bernice  Hall,  on  evening 
of  March  20. 

Jane  W.  Gale,  at  the  Toy  Theater,  on  March 
18,  19  and  20. 

Grace  H.  Steward,  at  Huntington  Chambers 
Hall,  on  evening  of  April  2. 

Adeline  and  Jennie  Lewis,  at  Bethesda  Hall,  on 
evening  of  April  25. 

Petitions  for  sidewalks,  viz.: 

Edward  Mealwitz  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Fuller 
street,  Dorchester. 

Miner  C.  Cone  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Capen 
street,  Dorchester. 


COAL   AND    COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


ELECTION   PRECEPT. 

.\n  election  precept  was  received,  signed  by 
Grafton  B.  Gushing,  Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives,  and  James  W.  Kimball, 
Clerk  of  the  House,  notifying  the  City  Council  that 
an  order  had  been  passed  for  a  special  election 
in  District  No.  18,  County  of  Suffolk,  to  fill  vacancy- 
caused  by  the  death  of  Daniel  F.  Cronin,  said  elec- 
tion to  take  place  May  7,  1912. 

Placed  on  file. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
meetings  of  the  citizens  of  Ward  18  (said  ward 
being  the  18th  Suffolk  Representative  District), 
qualified  to  vote  for  state  officers,  be  held  at  the 
several  polling  places  in  said  ward  designated  for 
the  purpose  by  the.  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners, on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  May,  1912, 
for  the  election  of  a  representative  in  the  General 
Court;  the  polls  at  said  meetings  to  be  opened  at 
six  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  four  o'clock  p.  m.; 
and  the  City  Clerk  is  herebj'  directed  to  give  notice 
of  said  meetings  by  advertising  the  same  as 
required  by  law. 

Passed. 


THANKS   FROM   EVACUATION   DAY 
COMMITTEE. 

The  following  was  received: 

South  Boston  Citizens'  A,ssociation, 

March  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Dear  Sirs, — The  Evacuation  Day  Committee  of 
the  South  Boston  Citizens'  Association  extend  to 
you  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for  your  kindness 
and  aid  in  giving  to  South  Boston  so  large  and 
excellent  a  parade  on  March  18,  1912. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Henry  J.  D.  Small,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Port  of  Boston  of  hearing  on  petition  of  Park  Coni- 
missioners  to  build  sea  wall  on  i\Iystic  river,  said 
hearing  to  take  place  March  21,  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

Placed  on  file. 


MARCH    25,    1912. 
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ALTERATIONS   OF   TRACK   LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  alteration  of  traclvs  of 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  374th  location,  and  of  alteration  of  loca- 
tion of  same  company  on  Dorchester  and  Savin 
Hill  avenues,  37.5th  location. 

Placed  on  tile. 


DECREE  ABOLISHING  GRADE  CROSSINGS 
IN   EAST   BOSTON. 

The  decree  of  the  Superior  Court  confirming  the 
decision  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  abolishing  the  grade  crossings  of  the 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  at  Sara- 
toga street  and  Short  street,  East  Boston,  as 
shown  on  accompanying  plans,  was  received. 

Said  decree,  with  accompanying  plans,  was  filed 
with  the  City  Clerk  March  14,  1912. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
namecl  parties  certifying  that  certain  structures, 
hereinafter  named,  were  occupied  for  the  keeping 
of  explosives,  and  of  intention  to  continue  such 
use  for  one  year  from  date,  viz.: 

Forrest  S.  Smith,  1.5  Selkirk  road,  Ward  2.5. 

Bigelow  &  Dow.se  Company,  22!)  Franklin  street, 
Ward  7. 

Decatur  &  Hopkins  Company,  97-103  Peail 
street  and  120-124  High  street. 

The  Hudson-Colby  Company,  28  Scotia  street. 
Ward  10. 

Dana  Hardware  Company,  22-24  Pearl  street. 
Ward  7. 

Frye,  Phipps  &  Co.,  23  Pearl  street,  Ward  7. 

H.  Staples  Potter,  82  Commonwealth  avenue. 
Ward  11. 

F.  G.  Ragusa  &  Co.,  Boston  Harbor. 

Patrick  Connolly,  5.5  Forest  Hills  street.  West 
Roxbury. 

F.  W.  Mattheis,  422  River  street.  Ward  24. 


Hugh    Nawn    Contracting    Company,    97    Paul 
Gore  street. 

Patrick  J.  O'Brien,  vacant  land,  South  Bay. 


REPORT   ON    BATH   DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

March  14,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report  upon  the  Bath 
Department. 

Tfie  commission  believes  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  improved  business  management  of 
this  department  must  be  provided.  The  expendi- 
tures have  increased  beyond  actual  needs,  an 
exces.sive  number  of  employees  has  been  main- 
tained, and  favoritism  has  been  shown  both  to 
employees  and  to  contractors. 

1.     Expenditures. 

The  total  expenditures  for  maintenance  in 
1911-12  were  .$204,218.09.  Of  this  amount 
$8,8.58.35  was  for  the  East  Boston  Gymnasium, 
which  was  opened  on  the  eighth  day  of  last  July; 
deducting  this  amount  the  expenditures  were  still 
$22,465.42  more  than  those  of  the  preceding  year, 
without  a  corresponding  increase  of  work. 

The  appropriation  for  1911-12  was  $186,000. 
To  this  sum  a  transfer  was  made  by  the  Mayor 
and  Auditor  on  October  3,  1911,  of  .$9,000;  yet  on 
.lanuary  1,  1912,  one  month  before  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  1911-12,  there  was  a  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  department  of  only  $429.96,  and  the 
pay  roll  f6r  January  could  not  have  been  met  if 
another  transfer  had  not  been  made.  This 
amounted  to  .$9,218.09;  and  this  entire  amount 
was  spent,  the  department  finishing  its  business 
for  the  year  without  a  dollar  to  its  credit. 

2.  Increase  in  Pay  Rolls. 
In  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  large  increase 
in  the  number  and  compensation  of  employees. 
Both  the  summer  and  winter  pay  rolls  have  been 
increased,  as  the  following  table  shows.  In  this 
table  the  East  Boston  Gymnasium  pay  roll  has 
been  ornitted,  as  not  common  to  the  two  years 
under  comparison.  The  last  week  in  December  is 
taken  because  in  1912  (January),  the  department 
was  put  on  half  pay  through  lack  of  funds. 


Last  Week, 
July,  1910. 

Last  Week, 
July,  1911. 

Last  Week, 
December,  1910. 

Last  Week, 
December,  1911. 

Expenditures  for  pay  roll 

$3,953  03 

$4,4.52   15 
499   12 
329 
55 

$1,910  44 

$2,336  74 
420  30 

Number  of  einplo\'ees 

274 

145 

171 

Increase        .      .                       .        

26 

An  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  depart- 
ment maintains  lumecessary  employees  is  afforded 
by  the  carrying  of  .seven  employees  on  the  winter 
pay  rolls  at  the  North  End  Park.  The  building 
at  this  park  could  he  locked  up  in  winter  and  the 
materials  not  necessary  for  winter  use  could  be 
stored  in  some  other  building  of  the  department, 
or  in  a  warehouse.  During  such  times  in  the  winter 
as  the  park  cannot  be  used,  one  attendant  should 
suffice  and  the  remaining  employees  could  be  dis- 
pensed with.  The  Dover  Street  Bath  House  was 
used  as  a  central  storehouse  in  1909  and  1910  and 
could  be  used  again  for  this  purpose.  The  custodian 
at  the  Dover  Street  Bath  House  kept  the  records 
showing  the  receiijt  and  distribution  of  supplies  in  a 
proper  manner  and  far  better  then  the  records  now 
kept  by  the  custodian  at  North  -End  Park.  The 
transfer  of  supplies  stored  in  the  winter  from  the 
Dover  Street  Bath  House  to  the  North  End  Park 
seems  to  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
a  plausible  excuse  for  carrying  employees  at  the 
North  End  Park. 

The  following  case  of  nepotism  is  an  illustration 
of  the  manner  in  which  appointments  of  employees 
have  been  made.  A  nephew  of  one  of  the  present 
trustees  was  appointed  as  a  chauffeur.     He  took 


without  authority  the  department  automobile  from 
the  garage  where  it  was  kept  on  one  occasion  ajfter 
midnight  (12.31  a.  m.).  At  3  a.  m.  he  met  with  an 
accident,  causing  damage  which  cost  the  city 
$142.74,  but  which  he  was  not  called  upon  to  make 
good.  On  another  occasion  he  took  the  automobile 
from  the  garage  on  Sunday  morning  at  10.40  a.  m. 
and  did  not  return  it  until  after  midnight  (12.36  a. 
m.).  This  and  other  cases  of  "joy  riding"  were  well 
known  to  the  trustees,  but  instead  of  discharging 
the  chauffeur,  his  salary,  with  the  Mayor's  per- 
mission, has  been  raised  twice  and  he  is  still  in  the 
emplo.v  of  the  city. 

Within  a  few  weeks  a  political  appointment  has 
been  made,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to 
the  office  of  chief  clerk,  at  a  salary  of  $1,600  a  year, 
of  a  new  and  inexperienced  appointee,  replacing  an 
experienced  official  who  was  receiving  $800,  a  loss 
to  the  city  of  $800  a  year. 

3.  Favoritism  to  Contractors. 
In  framing  specifications  for  the  shower  baths  in 
the  Ward  8  gymnasium  and  bath  house,  attempts 
were  made  to  exclude  all  showers  except  those  of  a 
company  which  was  represented  by  the  president 
of  the  Democratic  City  Committee.    The  original 
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spoi'ifi('!ilii)ns  luiinitti'd  of  oompclition,  but  the 
nvchiti'P(  was  dirrctcil  bj'  the  chairman  of  the  Bath 
Trustees  to  change  the  specifications  so  as  to  pro- 
vide exclusively  for  the  sliowers  sold  by  the  poli- 
tician in  question,  althoush  there  were  other 
showers  on  the  market  equal,  both  as  to  price  and 
quality.  This  attempt  failed  at  the  time  and  the 
contract  w^as  not  awarded,  owing  to  the  lack  of  a 
sutiicient  appropriation,  but  the  spec^ifieations  re- 
main and  unless  changed  there  will  be  no  free 
competition  when  the  contract  is  again  advertised. 
In  the  purchase  of  bathing  suits  similar  favorit- 
ism 1ms  been  shown.  A  contractor  w^hosc  bid 
was  the  low-est  undertook  to  deliver  bathing  suits 
which,  upon  examination,  the  trustees  found  to 
be  so  scanty  as  to  be  indecent.  They  were  re- 
jected on  this  account  but,  instead  of  rejecting 
the  bid  or  requiring  the  contractor  to  deliver 
proper  bathing  suits  on  liis  bid,  the  trustees  agreed 
to  give  him  an  additional  sum  for  proper  bathing 
suits,  aggregating  a  loss  to  the  city  of  about  $400. 
Later,  the  same  contractor  was  given  a  contract 
upon  which  the  commission  is  satisfied  that  there 
was  a  shortage  in  delivery  of  148  suits  and  an 
overpayment  by  the  city  of  about  $186.  Another 
contract  was  given  without  competition  to  the 
same  favorite,  this  time  for  seventy-five  dozen 
bathing  suits.  The  contractor  at  first  offered 
them  for  $1.15  per  suit,  but  at  this  price  the  bill 
would  have  been  $1,035,  and  therefore  under  the 
law  would  have  required  public  advertisement  for 
competitive  bids.  The  price  was  thereupon 
lowered  to  $1.10,  and  thus  the  total  amount 
involved  was  brought  down  to  .$990,  or  $10  less 
than  the  statutory  limit,  a  palpable  evasion  of  the 
law.  The  commission  has  made  a  careful  investi- 
gation of  this-  transaction  and  has  grave  doubt 
whether  the  suits  which  the  contractor  billed  and 
the  city  paid  for  were  all  actually  delivered.  A 
representative  of  the  commission  went  to  the 
place  where  the  goods  were  stored  at  the  North 
End  Park,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  custodian 
counted  the  suits  which  the  custodian  pointed  out 
to  him  as  those  delivered;  and  found  the  total  to  be 
458,  or  392  less  than  the  number  for  which  the  city 
paid.  ,  The  custodian  at  first  stated  positively 
that  none  of  the  goods  had  been  distributed.  After 
he  learned  of  the  discrepancy  between  the  actual 
count  (458)  and  the  contractor's  bill  (850),  his 
memory  changed  and  he  suggested  that  some  of 
the  suits  might  have  been  removed  to  another 
place.  The  commission  thereupon  caused  the 
suits  in  this  other  place  to  be  counted,  but  there 
was  still  a  shortage  of  fourteen  suits.  The  com- 
mission, from  this  and  other  evidence,  the  details 
of  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  give,  thinks  it 
extremely  doubtful,  to  say  the  least,  that  the 
second  lot  of  suits  was  a  part  of  the  purchase  and 
believes  that  the  evidence  justifies  the  conclusion 
that  only  458  suits  were  delivered  and  that  the 
city  has  paid  for  392  suits  which  it  did  not  receive. 

Conclusion. 

The  loose  methods  of  handling  the  department's 
business  and  keeping  its  records  afford  little  or  no 
protection  to  the  city's  interests.  A  severe 
arraignment  of  the  department  is  contained  in 
two  reports,  dated  respectively  September  21, 
1910,  and  .January  18,  1912,  made  by  accountants 
employed  by  the  City  Auditor.  In  their  report 
of  September  21,  1910,  they  call  attention  to  "the 
generally  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs"  and  make 
numerous  recommendations  for  the  correction 
thereof.  In  their  report  of  January  18,  1912 
(nearly  sixteen  months  having  elapsed  since  their 
first  report) ,  they  say  that  while  some  improvements 
have  been  made,  other  of  their  recommendations 
have  been  ignored. 

The  commission  believes  that  in  the  Bath 
Department  changes  should  be  made  in  the 
personnel,  and  appointments  made  of  persons  as 
trustees  and  ofiicials  who  will  insist  upon  a  sub- 


stantial rcorgaiiizntion,  the  introduction  of  business- 
like methods,  and  the  abolition  of  all  personal  and 
politiical  influence. 

Kcspoctfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  A.  Sullivan, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  .section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  certain  persons  have  been  employed 
in  his  office  from  February  19  to  March  25,  and 
that  work  had  been  performed  to  the  amount  of 
$4,247.40. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  fifty-five  newsboys, 
four  bootblacks  and  seven  vendors — recommending 
that  said  licenses  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


PAYMENT   TO   MISS   O'NEIL. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order — That, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  299  of  the  Acts  of 
1912,  the  sum  of  $.500  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Annie  L.  O'Neil,  sister  of  Michael  J.  O'Neil.late 
an  employee  of  the  Ferry  Division  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  who  died  from  injuries  received  while 
protecting  two  wonaen  at  the  ferry  gate,  the 
amount  so  paid  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EXPENSE   OF   DISPLAYING   FLAGS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  City  Messenger, 
March  16,  1912,  in  displaying  the  flags  at  half- 
mast  on  the  occasion  of  burial  of  the  hull  of  the 
battleship  "Maine,"  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed. 


APPROPRIATION   REPORT. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  report  of  Finance  Commission 
(referred  1910)  on  excessive  salaries  and  super- 
fluous employees — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;    communication  placed  on  file. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cations (referred  1911)  relative  to  appropriation 
of  $85,000  for  Public  Grounds  Department  for 
suppression  of  moths — that  no  further  action  is 
necessary. 

Accepted. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  transmitting" 
appropriation  and  tax  orders  (referred  February 
10) — recommending  passage  of  following  order  (as 
a  partial  report),  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  following  expenses 
during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  February,  1912,  the  respective  sums  of 
money  hereinafter  specified  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  stated,  and 
that  the  said  amounts  be  raised  by  taxation  upon 
the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 


Mayor,  Public  Celebrations:  Forty  thousand  dollars $40,000  00 

Reserve  Fund  (for  the  payment  of  claims,  executions  of   court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses 

and  other  legal  expenses,  and  for  transfers) :   Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  250,000  00 
City  Debt  Requirements: 

Sinking  Funds:  One  million  two  hundred  sixty-six  thousand  five  hundred  eight  dollars.  .  1,266,508  00 

Serial  Loans:  Three  hundred  forfy-two  thousand  thirteen  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents. .  342,013  49 

Hyde  Park  Temporary  Debt:  Fifty-five  thousand  dollars 55,000  00 

Interest:  Three  million  four  hundred  thirteen  thousand  dollars 3,413,000  00 

Total '. $5,076,521  49 


MARCH    25,    1912. 


60 


County  Debt  Requirements: 

Sinking  Fund  and  Principal:   Seventy-six  thousand   five  hundred  twenty  dollars  and 

sixty-six  cents 

Interest:  One  hundred  thirty-nine    thousand   five    hundred   twenty-six    dollars    and 
sixty-seven  cents 

Total 


Water   Debt  Requirements: 

Serial  loan  (Hyde  Park) :  Four  thousand  four  hundred  thirty-four  dollars  and  twenty 
cents.  To  be  paid  by  water  income:  One  hundred  thirty-eight  thousand  five  hundred 
ten  dollars 


Total 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


$76,520  GO 

139,526  67 

$216,047  33 

$4,434  20 

138,510  00 

$142,944  20 


COST   OF   WIDENING    NORFOLK   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
submit  to  the  City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  widening  Norfolk  street,  Dorchester,  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  in  accordance  with  plans  providing 
for  partial  widening  of  same. 

Passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  1,  un- 
finished business,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  11,  viz.:  Francis  W.  Darling,  An- 
drew L.  Sherman,  .James  J.  Kinneally  and  Henry 
E.  Chamberlin  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal;  Virgil  N. 
Whittum  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark;  Carl  Burrows  and  George  F. 
Ryan  to  be  Weighers  of  Beef. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee, 
Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  several  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


SEWERAGE   WORKS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  2,  un- 
finished business,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 485  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  and  chapter  612  of  the 
Acts  of  1911,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($400,000)  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works  with- 
in the  watershed  of  Charles  River  Basin;  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  March  1 1  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  naj's  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading, 
and  was  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


CHILDREN'S   CONSUMPTIVES'    HOSPITAL. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  3,  un- 
finished business,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  sura  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  (.$.50,000)  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustees  for  a 
children's  hospital,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to 
issue  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  March  11  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  pa.ssed,  yeas  7,  nays  1. 

The-  question  came  on  the  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  without  taking 
up  the  time  of  the  Council  I  simply  wish  to  say 
that  I  am  going  to  vote  against  this  order  because 
we  have  before  us  no  plans  and  specifications  in 
regard  to  this  building  which  are  in  any  way 
adequate.  Furthermore,  we  have  no  contractors' 
estimates  of  what  the  building  will  cost  even  under 
the  inadequate  plans  before  us.  I  do  not  approve 
of  this  method  of  appropriating  or  borrowing 
money  for  public  buildings  without  knowing  how 
much  they  are  ultimately  to  cost.  Therefore  I 
am  going  to  vote  against  this  order,  not  because 
I  have  any  prejudice  against  the  Consumptives' 
Hospital,  because  I  know  it  to  be  a  good  institu- 
tion, properly  managed  and  worthy  of  extension, 


but  because  I  do  not  believe  in  appropriating 
money  for  purchases  when  we  know  not  where 
we  are  coming  out  at  the  end. 

The   order  took   its  final   reading  and  passage, 
yeas  7,  nays  1,  Coun.  SMITH  voting  nay. 


ARLINGTON   STREET   EXTENSION. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  4,  unfin- 
ished business,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $364,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  for  the  Arlington 
street  extension,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  issue  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  March  11  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  1. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  it  gives  me  groat 
pleasure  to  see  this  loan  at  last  taking  its  final 
stage.  It  is  going  through  on  exactly  the  basis 
upon  which  it  was  originated  in  this  body.  It  has 
not  been  changed  in  one  iota.  The  amount  neces- 
sary, then  as  now,  is  $364,000.  I  think  the  City 
Council  deserves  great  censure  for  not  passing 
the  measure,  promptly.  We  have  held  up  a  great 
public  measure  here  unnecessarily  for  over  a  year. 
The  discussions  in  this  body  have  developed  no 
additional  facts.  The  Finance  Commission  was 
requested  over  a  year  ago  to  make  a  report. 
Their  report,  when  it  did  come,  developed  no 
additional  facts.  I  trust  that  in  the  future  this 
body  will  have  more  confidence  in  its  own  opinion, 
will  show  its  ability  to  judge  on  all  the  facts  when 
they  are  laid  before  it,  without  leaning  too  much 
on  an,v  semi-public  body  such  as  the  Finance 
Commission.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  vote 
in  favor  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  suppose  we 
may  accept  those  remarks  as  coming  gratuitously 
from  the  member  from  Ward  11.  I  think  it  was 
the  height  of  impertinence,  Mr.  President,  for 
him  to  rise  in  this  body  and  make  that  statement. 
It  is  in  keeping  with  many  other  arguments  and 
statements  emanating  from  the  same  source. 
To  begin  with,  his  facts  are  wrong.  The  member 
from  Ward  11  says  that  this  matter  now  stands 
as  it  did  originally,  a  year  ago.  That  is  not  a 
fact;  in  that  he  is  mistaken.  He  has  a  very  poor 
recollection,  if  that  is  any  test.  The  order  pre- 
sented to  this  body  originally  was  for  $520,000, 
and  it  included  the  widening  of  Ferdinand  street 
as  well.  What  did  the  Council  do?  Why,  it  is  a 
matter  of  record.  We  all  here  know  what  action 
the  Council  took.  It  cut  out,  if  I  may  call  it  so, 
the  pet  project  of  my  friend  from  Ward  11  here 
for  the  widening  of  Ferdinand  street.  It  did  that 
and  saved  Boston  $300,000  at  least.  And  what 
else  did  it  do?  It  put  this  extension  of  Arlington 
street  in  such  a  form  that  it  is  going  to  cost  the 
City  of  Boston  $263,000  instead  of  $400,000. 
Now  I  say,  Mr.  President,  and  I  say  it  as  a  member 
of  this  body,  that  I  resent  such  impertinence  and 
such  impudence  as  we  have  seen  passed  out  here 
this  afternoon  by  this  member  standing  up  here 
and  undertaking  to  lecture  us  upon  what  we  should 
have  done  some  time  ago,  what  we  did  not  do  and 
what  we  should  do  to-day.  As  one  member  of  the 
Board  I  want  him  to  understand  that  I  regard  his 
language  as  nothing  but  impertinence. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  disregarding  all 
personalities,  the  New  Haven  road  offered  $2,50,000 
towards  this  project.     That  was  its  original  offer. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


It  is  llio  (ilViM-  (111  whicli  (his  onloi'  is  goiiiK  tlirough. 
AVe  havr  not  ctijmKt'il  "iif  iota.  Tlio  onler  is 
KoiiiK  tluiiiiKli  on  cxuclly  tho  basis  on  which  the 
ofTiT  was  first,  pvcscntod  by  tho  Npw  Haven  road 
to  tliis  body,  except  that  we  have  dilly-dallied  and 
waited  for  the  j''inanee  Commission  too  long, 
set  tins  back  a  great  public  improvement. 

Conn.  KKNNV — Mr.  President,  who  says  "too 
long"  but  the  member  from  Ward  11?  We  say 
it  is  not  too  long.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  order 
di<l  change  and  (he  conditions  did  change.  Under 
the  advice  of  the  Finance  Commission  the  railroad 
was  permitted  to  offer  $44,000  to  the  general 
funds  of  the  city.  It  is  true  that  under  this 
arrangemetit  it  is  not  costing  the  railroad  any  more, 
Viut  by  that  policy  we  are  enabled  to  get  back 
the  $44.(100  additional  in  betterments,  so  that  as 
it  now  stands  we  are  going  to  recover  $101,000, 
or  $44,000,  probably,  more  than  what  we  could 
originally  from  the  other  abutters.  He  says  "too 
long."  Let  him  say  "too  long."  I  say  it  is  not 
too  long  and  the  Council  says  it  is  not  too  long. 
He  is  at  variance  with  the  Council,  as  he  generally 
is. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  7,  nays  1,  Coun.  BUCKLEY 
voting  nay. 


CLAIM    REPORT.  ■ 

Coun.  McDonald  called  up  No.  5,  special 
assignment,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Dexter  Brothers  Company  the  sura  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  seventy-two  dollars  and  ninety-eight 
cents  ($1,272.98)  in  compensation  tor  damage  to 
property  103-105  Broad  street,  caused  by  the  break- 
ing of  water  main  in  Wendell  street  on  January  15, 
1912,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  water  income. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 


READING   ROOM,   ANDREW   SQUARE. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Trustees  of  the  Library  Department  be  requested 
to  establish  a  delivery  station  and  reading  room 
at  or  near  Andrew  square,  South  Boston,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  reading  public  in  that  section. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Branch  Libraries. 


SALE  OF  UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Unclaimed  Baggage,  submitted  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Terminal  Company 
(referred  February  16)  for  leave  to  sell  unclaimed 
baggage — recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Terminal  Company 
be  hereby  authorized  to  sell,  at  public  auction,  on 
or  before  June  1,  1912,  and  after  publication  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale,  according  to  law,  the 
articles  left  and  remaining  unclaimed  in  the  pas- 
senger station  of  said  company  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


EXTENSION      OF     ST.      JAMES     AVENUE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  of  Boston  under- 
stands that  a  bill  is  to  be  introduced  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature,  and  favored  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  for  the  widening  of 
St.  James  avenue,  from  Copley  square  to  Park 
square,  to  a  width  of  96  feet;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Gity  Council  favors  the 
passage  of  legislation  for  such  widening;    and  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  of  the  City  of 
Boston  transmit  copies  of  this  preamble,  resolve 
and  order  to  the  clerks  of  the  Massachusetts 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  respectively. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  preamble, 
resolve  and  order  a  second  reading. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  that  this  be  put  over  to  next  week  in  order  to 
give  all  the  members  of  the  Council  an  opportunity 
to  look  into  the  matter.  But  I  do  want  to  state  at 
this  time,  if  I  may,  that  this  is  the  first  chance  we 
have  had  to  act  under  the  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution allowing  us  to  take  more  land  than  is  nec- 


essary for  street  i  mprovementa.  This  offers,  perhaps, 
the  best  posKil)li'  cxiimple  of  the  advantage  of  such 
a  taking.  It  will  enable  the  city  to  make  the  new 
radial  highway  from  I'ark  square  to  Copley  square 
at  an  expense  of  not  over  $100,000;  it  will  enable 
us  to  take  a  whole  block  of  houses,  to  wipe  out  an 
alleyway  in  the  rear,  and  will  permit  of  our  selling 
the  land  we  take  at  a  profit,  taking  back  land  and 
making  it  into  front  land,  with  a  corresponding 
profit  to  the  city.  I  trust  that  the  matter  will  be 
looked  into  thoroughly  by  the  City  Council.  It 
is  one  of  great  merit,  one  which  fits  in  with  the 
development  of  that  great  tract,  and  it  can  be  done 
at  very  small  expen.se. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  find  out  first,  as  a  member  of  this  Council,  what 
the  gentleman's  authority  is  for  the  statement 
that  a  bill  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  Legislature? 
I  believe  it  is  a  very  bad  precedent  for  us,  sitting 
here  as  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  favor  matters  which  are 
not  in  being.  For  that  reason  I  should  like,  even 
before  this  is  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council,  to  have  the  gentleman  give  the  Council 
an  idea  as  to  the  probabilities  of  the  introduction 
of  the  bill  and  whether  or  not  there  is  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  the  Committee  on  Rules  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature  suspending  the  rules  for  it. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  have  the  best 
authority.  I  can  assure  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  that  such  a  bill  is  to  be  introduced  and 
that  the  Rules  Committee  will  favorably  consider 
suspension  of  the  rules.  Otherwise  I  should  not 
have  introduced  the  resolution.  I  have  asked  that 
it  be  put  over  for  one  week,  in  order  that  the 
Council  may  not  be  bothered  to  consider  the 
matter  until  it  has  actually  been  introduced.  I 
would  not  dream  of  introducing  such  a  resolution 
and  asking  for  its  consideration  immediately  if 
the  act  were  not  already  a  reahty.  Therefore,  I 
have  asked  that  it  be  put  over  to  next  Week,  in 
order  that  the  Council  may  consider  the  facts  at 
that  time,  when  the  bill  has  been  actually  intro- 
duced, as  I  know  it  will  be.  I  do  not  ask  for 
discussion  of  the  matter  to-day.  I  simply  offer 
that  resolution  forewarning  the  CouncU  of  what 
is  actually  coming  next  week. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
this  is  a  matter  that  should  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  where  we  can  sit  down  and 
discuss  it  informally.  For  that  reason  I  am 
going  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  motion  made 
by  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  H  that  this  resolution 
and  order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee 
of  this  Council. 

The  question  came  on  poun.  Kenny's  motion. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  rather  hope 
that  motion  will  not  prevail,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  it  may  be  a  method  of  killing  the  resolution. 
If  the  resolution  is  worthy  of  consideration,  it 
can  be  considered  next  week  as  well  as  this  week. 
If  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Council 
as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Mayor  on  the  subject, 
why  not  wait  until  next  week  and  in  the  mean- 
time communicate  with  the  Mayor?  If  he  were 
in  town  I  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  have  the 
Council  communicate  with  him  to-day.  I  am  sure 
of  my  ground  on  the  question  of  the  bill  being 
introduced.  I  have  communicated  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  who  assure  me  that  the 
bill  will  be  introduced,  and  I  hope  this  resolution 
and  order  will  go  over  to  next  week,  to  be  considered 
then. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  w;ish  to 
show  the  gentleman  courtesy  by  not  raising  a 
point  of  order  on  this  resolution  and  order.  I 
believe  a  point  of  order  could  be  raised  that  the 
Chair  should  rule  it  out  of  order  as  relating  to 
something  that  is  not  in  existence.  As  far  as  I 
am  personally  concerned,  I  would  have  no  objec- 
tion, if  the  gentleman  so  wishes,  and  if  there  is 
no  objection,  to  having  the  matter  stand  over  for 
a  week  or  having  it  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. But  I  do  think  it  establishes  a  bad  pre- 
cedent to  introduce  resolutions  and  orders  into 
this  Council  relating  to  matters  which  are  not  in 
existence.  First  wait  until  they  are  in  existence, 
and  then  offer  your  order  or  resolution.  It  seems 
like  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse,  to  act  as  the 
gentleman  is  acting.  I  simply  call  the  Chair's 
attention  to  it  because  it  such  orders  are  intro- 
duced in  the  future  I  shall  raise  a  point  of  order 
against  them. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  with 
all  due  regpect  to  my  friend  from  Ward  111  think 
it  is  highly  frivolous  for  this  bod^'  to  consider 
a  proposition  in  such  condition  as  this  is.    Person- 
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ally  I  am  in  favor  of  allowing  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  resolution  and  order  by  unanimous 
consent  and  without  prejudice,  the  matter  to  be 
brought  up  again,  if  necessary,  when  the  Legisla- 
ture has  taken  official  cognizance  of  the  proposition. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — Mr.  President,  I  am  rather 
surprised  that  such  a  resolution  and  order  should 
be  introduced  here  to-day.  The  gentleman  cer- 
tainly makes  a  serious  indictment  against  the 
Committee  on  Rules  of  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature in  saying  that  they  have  promised  any  bod.y 
of  citizens  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the  Legislature 
to  allow  a  bill  for  the  widening  of  St.  James  avenue 
to  be  introduced  at  this  session.  We  are  coming  to 
the  aftermath  that  we  expected  when  these  matters 
came  before  us  originally — the  extension  of  Arling- 
ton street,  the  widening  of  Providence  street,  and 
all  tliose  matters.  Ever,vthing  goes  to  the  Back 
Bay  section  of  Boston,  and  such  improvements  for 
that  section  are  considered  general  improvement.s, 
while  when  we  in  the  suburban  districts  cry  for 
absolute  necessities  of  the  same  character,  they  are 
considered  absolutely  local.  I  don't  think  it  is  fair 
that  the  City  Council  should  go  on  record  as 
faVoring  this.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  year  we  have 
■done  enough  for  that  section  of  Boston  in  extending 
Arlington  street — not  with  my  vote,  of  course — and 
I  am  rather  surprised  that  those  philanthropists  are 
now  coming  into  this  body  and  urging  us,  even 
before  a  bill  has  been  introduced  or  allowed  to  be 
introduced  in  the  Legislature,  to  put  ourselves  on 
record  as  in  favor  of  such  a  measure  as  is  here 
suggested,  in  order  that  it  may  have  some  influence 
with  the  Committee  on  Rules.  I  am  rather  pleased 
at  the  stand  that  the  gentlemen  from  Dorchester, 
South  Boston  and  West  Roxbury  have  taken  in  this 
matter.  I  am  glad  that  they  are  considering  such 
matters  from  a  broad  standpoint  and  also  consider- 
ing the  other  .sections  of  the  city.  But  I  would  re- 
mind the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  that  there  are 
other  sections  to  be  considered  beside  Ward  11, 
and  I  do  not  believe  in  the  city  going  in  and  taking 
this  land  at  the  present  time  simply  to  benefit 
those  citizens  of  Boston  who  already  have  abso- 
lutely everything  in  the  way  of  improvements  that 
they  need,  while  we  have  narrow  streets  in  the 
outlying  congested  districts  and  have  to  beg  and 
plead  for  small  appropriations  to  bring  improve- 
ments to  our  sections.  1  think  necessary  improve- 
ments in  other  sections  ought  to  be  considered  even 
in  preference  to  the  widening  of  St.  James  avenue  at 
this  time,  and  I,  for  one,  shall  object  to  the  gentle- 
man withdrawing  the  resolve  and  order.  I  hope  the 
City  Council  will  kill  it  here  and  now. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  quite  opposite 
from  the  impression  that  has  got  into  the  members 
of  the  Council,  I  have  not  asked  that  this  be  con- 
sidered to-day.  I  have  not  asked  that  anything 
be  considered  before  it  comes  into  being.  I 
started  my  remarks  by  specifically  asking  that 
this  be  put  over  to  next  week  and  that  the  only 
reason  for  introducing  it  to-day  was  to  forewarn 
the  members  of  what  is  coming  during  the  next 
week,  that  a  bill  of  this  kind  will  be  introduced 
into  the  Legislature.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought 
that  I  am  unmindful  of  the  needs  of  the  outlying 
communities.  I  attended  all  the  town  meetings 
last  .year  and  found  Coun.  Buckley  at  only  one, 
and  I  have  not  found  him  at  any  this  year.  I  am 
keenly  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, and  I  am  not  seeking  to  do  anything  which 
will  be  opposed  to  local  improvements. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  it  is  true 
that  last  year  I  attended  only  one  of  the  town 
meetings,  and  that  in  my  own  district,  and  that 
this  year  so  far  I  have  not  attended  any.  The 
first  year  I  attended  every  town  meeting  and  we 
were  asked  for  millions  and  did  not  begin  to  satisfy 
the  needs  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I,  for  one, 
do  not  believe  that  that  is  the  best  way  of  getting 
the  improvements  that  the  different  sections  of 
tlie  city  want.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
(Coun.  Smith)  will  certainly  second  my  statement 
that  I  voted  for  every  improvement  in  the  outlying 
sections  of  Boston,  whether  I  was  present  at  the 
town  meetings  or  not.  It  is  not  necessary  to  sit 
on  a  platform  and  make  a  speech  to  the  citizens  at 
the  town  meetings  in  order  to  please  them  and  show 
your  belief  in  them.  I  believe  in  being  honest 
and  sincere  with  the  citizens  and  showing  it  by 
my  actions — not  saying  "I  will  do  this  or  that," 
but  showing  by  my  votes  that  I  am  acting  in  their 
interests,  that  I  am  with  them  at  all  times.  The 
records  will  show  that  the  only  improvement  I 
voted  again.st  was  the  exten.sion  of  Arlington  street. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  I  believe, 
s   the   councilor   who   has   just  preceded   me   be- 


lieves, that  we  ought  to  kill  this  to-day  without 
referring  it  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Even 
if  it  should  go  over  until  next  week  and  such  a 
bill  should  in  the  meantime  be  submitted  to  the 
Legislature,  that  does  not  mean  in  my  case — and 
I  do  not  pretend'  to  speak  for  the  other  members — 
that  I  would  vote  for  a  proposition  to  extend  or 
widen  a  street  even  if  it  were  before  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature.  Why  should  we  take  such 
action  at  this  time?  As  one  member  of  the  Council 
says,  how  does  the  gentleman  know  whether  the 
Committee  on  Rules  is  even  going  to  allow  this 
in,  and  how  does  he  know  but  what  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature  may  put  on  a  referendum  to 
the  City  Council?  And  then  we  will  have  to 
find  out  how  much  it  is  going  to  cost,  considering 
it  as  we  considered  the  Arlington  street  improve- 
ment, considering  it  thoroughly.  I  think  we 
should  not  allow  this  to  go  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, but  should  kill  it  to-day.  When  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  acts,  we  can  then  act, 
if  necessary,  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Legislature.  But  I  am  in  favor  of  killing  this 
resolve  and  order  to-day. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  on  the  other  side  (Coun. 
Smith)  is  entirely  wrong  when  he  thinks  that  the 
objection  of  most  of  the  members  here,  including 
myself,  is  to  the  merits  of  this  order.  That  is  not 
so.  No  one  here  to-day,  save  one,  has  expressed 
an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  proposition.  My 
objection  goes  solely  to  the  method  of  procedure, 
and  on  that  I  stand. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  my  intention, 
if  the  order  had  been  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  was  not  to  press  it  this  afternoon,  but 
let  it  lie  there.  But  in  view  of  what  has  been 
said  I  am  rather  reaching  this  conclusion,  that 
perhaps  on  the  whole  it  would  be  better  to  dispose 
of  it  here  this  afternoon.  Therefore,  I  am  going 
to  do  what  I  can,  if  that  is  the  wish  of  the  Council, 
to  bring  that  about.  I  am  going  to  withdraw  my 
motion  to  refer  to  the  comnaittee.  I  do  it  for  this 
reason.  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  a  dangerous 
precedent  to  establish,  to  ask  the  Council  as  a 
body  to  go  on  record  upon  any  of  these  matters 
before  they  are  heard  on  their  merits.  If  the  mat- 
ter is  coming  before  us  for  action  later  on,  if  we 
are  to  be  asked  to  appropriate  money  by  loan 
or  otherwise  for  this  purpose,  then  is  the  time  to 
consider  the  matter  on  its  merits.  That  is  how  we 
considered  Arlington  street.  We  did  not  jam  it 
through  at  the  first  meeting,  but  considered  it 
on  its  merits  after  public  hearings.  The  matter 
was  discussed  in  committee  and  on  the  floor  of 
the  body.  It  was  not  jammed  through  to  satisfy 
somebody's  whim,  but  was  considered  carefully, 
dispassionately,  judicially,  and,  I  think,  wisely. 
I  want  to  treat  this  matter  of  the  St.  James  avenue 
widening  in  the  same  way.  Therefore,  X  with- 
draw my  motion  to  refer  and  hope  it  will  be  acted 
upon  this  afternoon. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  take 
the  same  point  of  view  that  the  two  preceding 
speakers  do,  that  we  should  not  pass  on  the 
merits  of  the  proposition  at  this  time.  At  the 
same  time  I  feel  that  we  should  not  play  with 
it,  as  I  consider  it  frivolous.  I  would  move 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolution  and 
order  at  this  meeting. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly that  the  Council  has  got  into  a  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  question.  I  realize  that  Coun. 
Collins  has  not,  but  I  think  every  other  member 
who  has  spoken  has.  I  have  not  committed 
myself  on  the  merits  of  the  ciuestion.  I  have  not 
asked  the  Council  to  engage  in  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  question.  I  began  my  remarks  by 
asking  that  it  be  postponed  to  next  week,  at  a  time 
when  the  subject  matter  had  come  into  actual 
being.  Evidently  some  members  are  so  anxious 
to  express  opinions  on  it  that  they  have  jumped 
into  the  ring.  I  do  hope,  however,  that  we  can 
put  it  over  to  next  week,  when  we  can  discuss  the 
matter  intelligently.  I  doubt  if  there  is  a  single 
member  here  who  has  looked  into  the  matter  and 
knows  about  it.  He  cannot  know  what  the  bill  in 
the  Legislature  will  be  becau.se  it  is  not  in  there 
yet.  So  how  in  the  world  can  any  of  us  pass  on  the 
merits  to-da.v.  All  I  ask  is  that  the  measure  1 
have  put  in  to-day  be  put  over  for  discussion  till 
next  week.     That  is  a  simple  proposition. 

The  motion  to  assign  the  preamble,  resolution 
and  order  to  the  next  meeting  was  declared  lost. 
Coun.  SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  lost,  yeas  1, 
nays  6. 
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Yeas — Ci>un.  Smith — 1. 

Nnys — Com.  Hiillantync,  Buckley,  Collins, 
CouUinu'st,    Koniiv,   MrDonald — 0. 

Covm.  C(H' LTHUHST'S  motion,  to  indefinitely 
])ostpime  the  preamble,  resolve  and  order,  was 
deelared  earried.  Coim.  SMITH  doubled  the  vote 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed, 
yeas  l,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Ballantyne,  Collins,  Coulthurst, 
Kenn.N — 4. 

Nav."* — Coun.  Bueklcv,   McDonald,   Smith — 3. 

Coun.  BUCKIJCY— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  make  a  statement.  I  voted  "No"  on  the 
iiuestion  of  indefinite  postponement  in  order  that 
the  (luestion  misht  eome  on  the  resolution  and 
order  itself,  and  that  it  might  be  killed  to-day.  I 
would  like  to  have  had  a,  vote  directly  on  the 
proposition. 

Coun.  McDonald— And  I,  Mr.  President, 
woidd  like  to  make  the  same  statement  that  Coim. 
Buckley  has  made.  My  reason  for  voting  "No" 
on  indefinite  postponement  is  that  I  would  like  to 
have  the  order  killed  to-day. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  would  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. I  do  this  because  two  member.?  have 
already  seen  fit,  in  explaining  their  votes,  to  express 
themselves  in  favor  of  killing  this  resolution  and 
order  this  afternoon.  I  should  like  to  give  them  a 
chance  to  express  their  feelings  in  the  matter. 

Reconsideration  was  declared  lost.  Coun. 
SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  Council  refused  to  reconsider  indefinite 
postponement,  yeas  3,  nays  5: 

Y'eas — Coun.  Buckley,  McDonald,  Smith — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Collins, 
Coulthurst,  Kenny — 5. 


CONDITION    OF    RANDOLPH    STREET 
PLAY^GROUND. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  through  his 
Honor  .  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  place  the 
Randolph  Street  Playground  in  proper  condition 
at  an  early  date. 

Passed. 


CLOSING   OF   STREETS,   APRIL  6. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Police  Commissioner  be  hereby  authorized  to 
close  to  travel  by  vehicles,  except  fire,  police, 
hospital  and  mail  wagons,  on  Saturday,  April  6, 
1912,  between  the  hours  of  3  and  5  P-.m-,  such 
streets  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  vicinity  of 
Union  Park  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  for  the 
ten-mile  race  on  said  day  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Cathedral  Catholic  Young  Men's  Association, 
and  the  City  Messenger  is  hereby  authorized  to 
rope  off  such  streets  as  the  Police  Commissioner 
may  require  in  connection  with  said  race;  the 
expense,  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Passed. 


REMOVAL   OF   TREE. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order- That 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  be  requested 
to  remove  a  dead  tree  in  front  of  estate  No.  91 
Everett  street.  East  Boston,  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Grounds  Department. 

Passed. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   SEWERS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  requested  to  send  a  message  to  the  City 
Council  transferring  $300,000  from  the  Reserve 
Fun'd  to  an  appropriation  for  sewers. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  resolution  will 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  ask  recon- 
sideration of  the  reference.  I  have  introduced 
this  resolution  because  a  large  part  of  the  money 


for  sewers  this  year  properly  represents  mainte- 
nance work,  and  therefore  should,  without  doubt, 
eome  through  appropriations  rather  than  loan. 
This  has  been  the  attitude  that  I  have  taken 
throughout  the  last  year  and  that  I  shall  continue 
to  take.  Not  only  that,  but  we  carried  over 
from  last  year  a  surplus  of  between  $800,000  and 
$1,000,000.  It  was  suggested  by  Coun.  Hale 
and  myself  last  year  that  the  surplus  which  was 
carried  over  should  be  used  for  the  extension  of 
streets  and  of  sewers,  which  are  annually  recurrent 
matters.  We  have  always  stood  for  the  principle 
that  annually  recurrent  matters,  which  have  in 
the  past  been  provided  for  by  loan,  are  proper  sub- 
.jects  to  come  out  of  the  tax  levy,  proper  subjects 
of  appropriation.  This  point  was  brought  out 
in  the  Good  Government  pamphlet  of  September 
for  last  year,  and  I  think  received  the  general 
approval  of  the  Council.  We  shortly  after  that 
got  up  here  on  the  floor  of  the  Council  and  asked 
that  that  policy  be  adopted  by  the  Council  and 
that  the  surplus  which  it  was  evident  would  exist 
at  the  end  of  the  year  should  be  allotted  for  these 
specific  purposes  rather  than  frittered  away  in 
small  appropriations  of  no  consequence.  We 
asked  that  the  principle  be  recognized  by  the 
Council  that  annually  recurrent  subjects  of  loan 
be  taken  from  appropriations.  Here  is  another 
opportunity  tS  lay  down  that  principle  and  abide 
by  it,  and  I,  for  one,  am  very  glad  to  urge  that 
the  Mayor  send  down  an  appropriation  of  $300,000 
for  this  body  to  be  used  for  sewers.  It  seems  to 
me  it  is  proper  in  principle,  and  that  it  is  proper 
because  of  the  character  of  the  sewer  work  as 
described  to  us  this  afternoon  by  Commissioner 
Rourke,  it  being  the  replacement  of  old  wooden 
sewers  by  permanent  sewers. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  am 
going  to  support  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
reference.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  at  the  order 
coming  in  here  to-day  after  the  conversation  the 
Committee  on  Finance  had  with  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  at  its  session  earlier  this  after- 
noon, when  the  matter  of  sewerage  works  was 
very  carefully  considered  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  was  asked  to  submit  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council  a  list  of  the  work  necessary 
in  the  Sewer  Department  and  to  differentiate 
between  maintenance  and  what  might  be  con- 
sidered permanent  improvements,  so  that  we 
would  know  just  how  much  money  to  appropriate 
by  loan  and  how  much  out  of  the  tax  levy.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  every  member  of  the  committee 
would  be  satisfied  to  wait  for  one  week  until  the 
commissioner  furnished  us  with  that  report.  I 
hope  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  prevail. 
If  so,  I  shall  then  move  that  the  order  be  sent  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Reconsideration  prevailed  and  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE  the  order  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.40  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTY'NE,  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President  at 
5,52  o'clock  p.  m. 


APPROVAL   OF   PAY    ROLL. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  the  pay  roll  of  the 
Registrar  of  Deeds  (referred  to-day),  for  $4,247.40 
— approving  of  the  same. 

Aljproved  and  ordered  paid. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  the  message, 
communications  and  order  (referred  January  20) 
releasing  city's  rights  in  land  on  Church  street — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  8,  nay  0. 

The  second  and  final  reading  and  passage  will 
be  held  not  less  than  two  weeks  from  to-day. 


MARCH    25,    1912. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following; 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age,  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — 
that  permits  be  granted,  viz.; 

Grace  H.  Steward,  for  children  to  appear  at 
Huntington  Chambers  Ifall,  evening  of  April  2. 

George  H.  Orman,  for  child  to  appear  at  Bernice 
Hall,  evening  of  March  20. 

Jane  W.  Gale,  for  children  to  appear  at  Toy 
Theater,  March  18,  19  and  21. 

Adeline  and  Jennie  Lewis,  for  children  to  appear 
at  Bethesda  Hall,  evening  of  April  25. 

Edward  F.  Martin,  for  children  to  appear  at 
St.  Augustine's  Hall,  evening  of  March  18. 

Report  accepted;  permits  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  transferring 
$1,500  to  Wood  Island  Park,  Locker  Building — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  to-day)  transferring 
$4,100  to  Castle  Island,  Repairs  on  Piers^hat  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communica- 
tion (referred  to-day)  relative  to  appropriation  for 
Play  Leaders,  etc.,  for  Playgrounds — recommending 
reference  of  same  to  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communica- 
tion (referred  to-day)  relative  to  improvement 
of  Charles  street  mall  of  Public  Garden — recom- 
mending reference  to  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the  sum  of 
$15,000  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  Refuse  Destructor  Site,  Spectacle  Island — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  to-day)  appropriating  $150,000  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commi.ssioner  of  Public  Buildings 
for  Land  and  Buildings,  Refuse  Stations  and  auth- 
orizing the  exchange  of  land  for  said  purpose — 
that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  realize  that 
this  is  a  pressing  loan.  At  the  same  time  here 
again  comes  up  the  question  of  loans  and  appro- 
priations, and  it  does  not  seem  to  me  right  to  build 
these  refuse  stations  out  of  loans.  I  do  favor 
buying  any  land  necessary  for  the  stations  from  a 
loan,  but  I  do  not  favor  building  the  refuse  sta- 
tions, which  are  of  doubtful  use  for  any  other 
purpose  and  which  are  probably  of  a  doubtful 
permanent  character,  out  of  loans.  I  should 
rather  have  seen  this  matter,  coming  to  us  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  divided  into 
two  parts,  as  we  have  asked  him  to  divide  the 
sewers  to-day — asking  what  part  was  for  the 
purchase  of  land,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  sub- 
ject of  a  loan,  and  what  part  is  for  the  construc- 
tion of  buildings  and  reconstruction  of  old  buildings 
existing  on  present  sites  owned  by  the  city.  That 
would  be  my  personal  preference.  But  as  long 
as  this  matter  is  pressing,  as  long  as  I  am  alone  in 
this  opinion  in  this  Council,  I  am  willing  to  with- 
draw my  ob,iection  and  vote  in  favor  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr,  President,  this  order 
reached  the  Council  to-day  for  the  first  time  and 
was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  This 
was  in  accordance  with  the  understanding  of  all 
the  members  in  the  Committee  on  Finance  in 
order  to  permit  of  a  report  back  to-day  in  the 
event  of  speedy  action  being  required.  We  had  a 
full  discussion  in  the  Committee  on  Finance  with 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  on  pending 
financial  orders.  The  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  pointed  out  that  it  was  necessary  that 
these  orders  be  acted  upon  immediately,  as  under 
the  proposed  reorganization  of  the  system  of 
garbage  disposal  he  wished  to  be  prepared  to  put 
the  new  plan  into  force  next  July  and  the  work 
contemplated  by  these  orders  should  be  ready 
and  these  buildings  erected  by  that  time;    that 


everj'  day  now  counted  and  it  was  very  essential 
that  immediate  action  be  taken.  These  matters 
were  discussed,  as  I  have  already  stated,  in  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  It  is  true  they  had  not 
reached  our  committee  nor  had  been  received 
in  this  Council;  but,  notice  of  their  coming 
having  been  filed  with  the  City  Clerk,  we  antici- 
pated action  somewhat  in  order  to  save  delay. 
There  was  also  one  other  order  occupying  the  same 
relative  position,  the  order  for  $15,000  for  refuse 
destructor  site.  It  seems  it  is  necessary,  as  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  informed  us,  under 
advice  by  the  Law  Department,  in  which  the  . 
auditor  concurred,  that  the  money  called  for  by 
these  orders  be  specially  set  aside  for  this  purpose. 
The  commissioner  himself  was  agreeable  to  have 
it  taken  out  of  his  own  maintenance  fiind,  but  was 
informed  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  that  it 
could  not  be  charged  to  maintenance.  Therefore, 
this  second  order  for  $15,000  comes  before  the 
Council  for  action  to-day  as  well.  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  connection  with  financial 
matters  while  we  are  on  this  subject.  There  is 
now  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Finance 
an  order  for  $300,000  for  the  construction  of 
sewerage  works  and  also  an  order  for  $300,000  for 
making  of  highways.  These  orders  will  mature 
under  the  statute  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth 
aays  of  April,  respectively."  There  is  a  statute 
which  provides  that  the  city  may  borrow  as  much 
as  a  million  dollars  a  year  for  sewerage  works,  but 
in  1908,  if  I  remember  rightly,  a  statute  was  passed 
giving  the  city  the  right  to  take  such  money  out 
of  taxes.  Up  to  that  time,  as  I  understand  the  law, 
we  were  supposed  to  have  recourse  to  the  borrow- 
ing method  rather  than  that  of  appropriation; 
but  since  the  statute  of  1908  we  are  permitted  to 
take  that  money  out  of  taxes.  I  think  most  of 
the  members  here  feel,  as  I  gather  from  talking 
with  them  about  finances,  that  the  city  should  be 
prepared  to  finance  these  recurrent  loans  out  of 
taxes.  I  think  that  is  more  especially  true  in 
connection  with  the  sewers.  This  argument  may 
not  carry  quite  so  much  force  as  affecting  the 
making  of  highways.  But  in  the  matter  of  sewer- 
age work,  the  revamping  of  the  system,  general 
repairs,  the  construction  of  new  sewers  in  place 
of  old  sewers,  should,  I  think,  be  paid  for  out  of 
taxes.  When  it  comes  to  the  construction  of 
entirely  new  sewers  another  ciuestion  is  raised  and 
to-day  the  Committee  on  Finance  asked  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  to  present  two  schedules, 
one  showing  the  amount  which  he  now  requires 
for  new  work,  the  other  showing  the  amount 
which  he  requires  for  revamping  the  old  work. 
I  w'ould  like  to  say  in  this  connection  that  the 
commissioner  assures  us  that  the  public  service 
is  not  suffering  at  all  by  reason  of  deferred  action. 
Something  has  appeared  in  the  newspapers  to  the 
effect  that  the  department  was  being  more  or  less 
embarrassed  by  the  failure  of  the  Council  to  act. 
Indeed,  I  have  seen  it  stated  that  the  improvement 
associations  were  being  called  upon  to  urge  the 
Council  to  act  in  these  matters,  a  thing  I  should 
very  much  deplore  while  the  matters  are  being 
considered.  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
is  the  highest  authority  we  have  on  the  question 
of  whether  there  is  really  need  for  haste  and,  while 
he  states  he  requires  a  great  deal  more  than 
$300,000  for  this  character  of  work,  he  is  not  at  all 
embarrassed. so  far  as  this  $300,000  is  concerned, 
and  he  states  that  the  public  service  is  not  in  any 
way  affected  or  impaired  by  reason  of  the  Council's 
mature  deliberations.  There  is  no  reason,  there- 
fore, why  we  should  enter  into  any  unseemly  haste. 
If  you  go  by  precedent,  I  do  not  recall  our  passing 
these  annual  orders  heretofore  until  a  later  time  in 
the  year.  No  man,  the  commissioner  says,  has 
been  discharged  from  work  because  of  lack  of  funds, 
and  Mr.  Rourke  has  assured  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to-day  that  there  was  no  occasion  to  fear 
that  this  would  result;  that  for  the  time  being  he 
had  ample  funds  to  carry  on  the  work  of  his  depart- 
ment. On  the  7th  of  February,  Mr.  President,  an- 
ticipating that  these  questions  would  arise,  I  took 
occasion  to  write  to  the  Mayor  regarding  the  money 
for  sewerage  work  and  for  the  making  of  highways, 
as  follows: 

"Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

"Mayor  of  Boston: 
"  Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Inasmuch  as  wa  have  a 
surplus  of  a  million  dollars  carried  over  from  last 
year,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  might  be  advisable 
before  passing  the  annual  appropriation  bill  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  appropriating  out  of 
this  surplus  say,  $600,000  for  the  making  of  high 
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wa\-;<  luul  ?i:iOt),OU0  lor  soHurtige  works,  and  may 
I  niiiko  such  a  suggestion? 

"Thi'se  items  aro  of  an  annually  recurrent 
charncter  and  we  would  tlius  obviate  the  necessity 
of  borrowing  to  meet  them  as  in  the  past — 
besides,  I  think  we  all  agree  that  a  large  sum  is 
required  for  the  making  of  highways  and  also  tliat 
there  should  be  a  liberal  appropriation  for  repairi 
and  maintenance  of  streets,  but,  of  course,  the 
latter  would  be  taken  care  of  in  the  budget. 

"My  idea  would  be  to  use  about  $900,000  out 
of  the  present  surplus  as  above  indicated  for 
making  of  highways  and  sewerage  works." 

The  Mayor,  J\Ir.  I'resident,  in-  letters  which  I 
have  from  his  office,  declined  to  act  on  that  sug- 
gestion. I  will  not  undertake  to  quote  from  these 
letters  as  I  do  not  feel  I  am  at  liberty  to  use  them 
beyond  making  this  statement.  This  much, 
however,  did  appear  and  has  been  disclosed  by  the 
correspondence — that  the  difference  between  the 
amount  available  this  year  out  of  taxes,  by  appro- 
priation, and  the  expenditures  of  last  year  by 
appropriation  is  $1,719,167.38.  That  is  to  say, 
there  is  available  this  j'ear  that  sum  of  money  in 
excess  of  what  it  cost  last  year  to  meet  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  city.  In  1910,  on  February  1,  we  had 
left  over  from  the  administration  of  the  late 
iMaj-or  Hibbard  $955,388.68.  We  went  througjj 
that  year  under  a  buHget  which  created  a  reserve 
fund  of  $275,000  and  in  addition  provided  for 
other  items  later  in  the  year,  some  of  which  would 
ordinarilj'  have  been  subjects  of  loan  but  which 
were  taken  out  of  taxes.  These  items  appro- 
priated in  July  and  August  of  that  year  were  as 
follows:  Hospital  Department,  $35,000;  August  3, 

1910,  Street  Department,  Highway  Division, 
Broadway  Bridge  over  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
S12,000;  Neponset  Bridge,  Rebuilding,  $10,000; 
Summer  Street  Bridge,  $10,000;  Warren  Bridge, 
$10,000;  Dover  Street  Bridge,  $9,000;  Dorchester 
Avenue  Bridge,  $3,500;  Columbus  Avenue  Bridge, 
$1,500;  City  Hospital,  Fireproofing,  $60,000; 
Street  Department,  Ferrv  Division,  $5,250;  Health 
Department,  $12,000;  New  Ferryboat,  $125,000; 
Hospital  Department,  Fireproofing  Engine  Room 
Building,  $25,000;  New  Electrical  Machines, 
$10,500;  New  Wiring,  $14,500.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  we  had  an  increased  Reserve  Fund 
and  spent  these  moneys  in  addition,  we  wound  up 
the  year  with  $1,480,805.83.  One  of  the  first 
things  we  did  when  that  was  disclosed  was  to 
set  apart  $800,000  for  the  new  City  Hall,  so  that, 
deducting  this  latter  sum,  we  started  last  year, 

1911,  with  about  $600,000  to  the  good.  We  passed 
a  budget  which  permitted  vis  to  create  a  Reserve 
Fund  upon  two  different  occasions  of  $500,000,  and 
in  addition  along  in  the  summer  time  just  before 
the  tax  levy  was  declared  we  appropriated  other 
moneys  which  came  out  of  the  taxes,  as  follows; 
August  22,  1911,  Repairs  on  Ferry  Landings, 
$52,000;  PubUc  Grounds,  Moth  Destruction, 
$25,000;  Street  Trees,  $20,000;  Deer  Island,  Im- 
provements, $41,700;  Improvement  of  Mortuary 
at  City  Hospital,  $15,000;  Park  Department: 
Charlestown  Heights  and  Dewey  Beach,  $20,000; 
Savin  Hill  Playground,  Improvements,  $10,000; 
Governor's  Island,  Improvements,  $20,000;  Com- 
monwealth Avenue,  Trees,  $10,000;  Franklin 
Field,  Locker  Building,  $1,000;  Copps'  Hill  Play- 
ground, Shelter,  $28,500;  Billings  Field,  Grading, 
$1,000;  Rogers  Park,  Planting  and  Grading,  $1,500; 
Dorchester  Park,  Water  Supply  and  Fountains, 
$750;  Four  Spraying  Machines,  $4,400;  and  that, 
Mr.  President,  represents  expenditures  in  excess 
of  the  Reserve  Fund,  and  does  not  in  any  manner 
take  into  account  the  large  expenditures  from  the 
Parkman  Fund  of  about  halt  a  million  dollars, 
which  I  have  entirely  eliminated  in  this  considera- 
tion of  expenditures.  We  all  recall  that  the 
Reserve  Fund  was  the  subject  of  many  drafts 
for  uses  of  a  permanent  nature;  and  still,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  we  had  a  Reserve  Fund 
of  a  halt  million  dollars,  with  all  these  additional 
appropriations,  we  had  at  the  end  of  this  last 
fiscal  j-ear  a  balance  of  $1,004,000.  Therefore  I 
claim  that  w'e  could  in  the  very  nature  of  things 
pay  for  these  two  recurrent  loans  of  $300,000 
each  out  of  taxes  this  year  and  still  not  run  behind 
or  create  a  condition  that  would  necessitate  our 
borrowing.  If  the  difference  between  the  amount 
available  from  taxes  this  year  and  the  expenditures 
of  last  year  is  actually  $1,719,000,  clearly  we  are 
following  conservative  lines  in  asking  te  have  this 
money  come  out  of  taxes  for  sewerage  work.  The 
statute  gives  us  the  right  to  do  so  and  it  seijms  to 
me  it  would  be  good  financiering.  Let  us  not 
forget   that   we   have   an   increased   valuation  in 


Boston  this  year  of  about  $30,000,000.  So  far 
as  the  order  for  the  making  of  highways  is  con- 
cerned, that  seems  to  me  to  be  on  a  little  different 
basis.  The  claim  that  this  should  come  out  of  a 
loan  carries  a  good  deal  more  force  than  the  sewerage 
works  proposition.  In  other  words,  I  see  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  take  the  $300,000 
for  sewerage  works  out  of  taxes,  but  I  am  still  in 
doubt  as  to  what  our  pojicy  should  be  tliis  year 
towards  the  making  of  highways.  These  questions 
are  being  carefully  considered  by  the  committee. 
We  are  going  to  meet  again  on  next  Friday,  and 
possibly  next  Monday,  and  have  a  further  con- 
ference with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
and  we  will  also  be  glad  to  take  up  the  matter 
with  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  recognize  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  truth  and  force  in  what  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  says  regarding 
the  need  of  more  money  for  sewerage.  We  all 
know  that  the  South  End  of  Boston  has  got  to  be 
specially  provided  for,  that  there  must  be  in  that 
section  a  revamping  of  the  present  old  dilapi- 
dated system  of  sewerage;  it  is  true  in  many  of 
the  houses  that  the  tide  backs  up  into  the  cellars 
and  causes  flooding,  and  that  the  South  End  has 
probably  suffered  great  depreciation  because  of 
bad  sewerage  conditions,  and  that  real  estate 
valuations  have  fallen  off  because  of  this  tondition. 
The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  states  that 
he  will  require  about  $800,000  additional,  and  of 
this  sum  $200,000  for  the  South  End.  As  to  how 
much  of  this  money  we  should  raise  by  taxes 
and  how  much  by  loan  is  a  subject  receiving  very 
serious  consideration  at  tht;  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  merely  at  this  time  wish  the  fact  to  ap- 
pear, that  the  public  may  understand  it,  that  these 
matters  are  receiving  very  careful  consideration. 
They  are  of  course  highly  important,  perhaps  the 
most  important  that  will  come  before  us  for 
some  time,  but  so  far  as  we  can  I  am  in  favor  of 
paying  for  the  reconstruction  of  old  sewers  out  ol 
taxes. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
given  their  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  8, 
nays  0. 

They  will  take  their  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage  not  less  than  two  weeks  from  to-day. 

(8)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  for  pay- 
ment of  $500  to  Annie  L.  O'Neil,  sister  of  Michael 
J.  O'Neil,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  299  of  the  Acts  of  1912— that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SALARY   OF   F.   J.   GLENN. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That 
until  otherwise  ordered  the  salary  of  Frederick 
J.  Glenn,  employed  by  the  City  Council  as  an 
assistant  to  the  City  Messenger,  be  fixed  at  the 
rate  of  $1,000  per  annum,  the  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Passed. 


MUNICIPAL    ATHLETIC    EXPENDITURES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  investigate 
and  report  on  the  expenditure  of  $2,000  by  the 
Municipal  Athletic  Association  during  the  last 
financial  year. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  offer  this 
order  because  I  have  in  my  hand  from  the  auditor 
a  statement  of  what  was  spent  by  the  Municipal 
Athletic  Association  last  year,  the  items  totaling 
$972.03.  The  jNIunicipal  Athletic  Association  was 
told  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter  in  the  Mayor's 
office  that  there  was  no  money  left  to  adequately 
take  care  of  swimming  and  aquatic  meets  this 
year.  There  must  be  some  reason  for  that  state- 
ment other  than  what  we  know.  Less  than  half 
the  appropriation  was  spent  by  the  Municipal 
Athletic  Association,  and  yet  none  remained  to 
carry  on  the  indoor  work  this  w-inter  properly.  I 
am  glad  to  bring  the  matter  up  at  this  time,  be- 
cause there  is  pending  before  the  Council  a  request 
for  an  appropriation  of  $6,000  to  be  spent  by  this 
same  Municipal  Athletic  Association.  I  feel,  in 
justice  to  their  work  last  year,  that  it  should  be 
understood  that  they  had  only  $1,000  actually  to 
spend,  although  the  appropriation  was  $2,000. 
As  I  have  stated,  their  expenditures  were  $972.03. 
Therefore  their   w-ork  of   last  year  should  not  bg 
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charged  too  harshly  when  we  are  dealing  with  a 
request  for  an  appropriation  this  year.  I  do  not 
care  to  go  into  the  merits  of  that  appropriation, 
which  is  not  germane  to  this  subject,  except  to 
say  that,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  same  reasons 
prevail  for  our  granting  $6,000  this  year  as  were 
stated  for  granting  the  .$2,000  last  year — namely, 
that  we  have  no  Recreation  Department  as  yet, 
and  in  my  humble  opinion  there  is  no  chance  of 
our  having  a  Recreation  Department  in  the  near 
future.  Therefore,  as  spring  is  coming  and  this 
appropriation  is  necessary  for  outdoor  recreation 
in  this  city,  it  seems  to  me  apparent  that  we 
ought  to  take  action  upon  it;  that  in  considering 
the  subject  we  ought  to  review  the  work  of  last 
year  in  light  of  the  fact  that  they  had  $1,000  to 
spend  actually,  although  we  expended  $2,000.  I 
hope  that  the  Finance  Commission  will  take  this 
matter  up  quickly  in  order  that  we  maj'  have 
their  decision,  in  passing  upon  the  requested 
appropriation. 

The  order  was  passed. 


GENER.'i.L   RECONSIDERATION. 

.  On  motion  of  Coun.  M0DON.A.LD  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 

Coun.  McDonald  moved  to  adjourn  but 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  Coun. 
SMITH. 


INITIATION   OF   PARKMAN   FUND 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  SMITH  the  Council  took 
up  special  assignment,  viz.: 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
when  appointed,  be  requested  to  give  an  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  City  Council  can  initiate 
an  appropriation  from  the  Parkman  Fund. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  trust 
that  we  will  not  take  this  matter  up,  unless  the 
councilor  from  Ward  11  wants  to  enter  into  an 
animated  debate  on  the  question. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  have  no  desire 
to  enter  into  debate.  I  shall  be  glad  to  settle  the 
matter  by  vote.  My  only  desire  is  to  get  this 
opinion  and  to  consider  it  just  as  w'e  would  any 
other  bit  of  information.  We  are  not  bound  by  it, 
and  the  order  does  not  read  so.  I  simply  want  to 
have  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  as  I 
would  want  the  opinion  of  any  eminent  jurist,  and 
it  is  especiallj'  necessarj'  to  me  because  I  am  chair- 


man of  the  Parkman  Fund  Committee,  and  we  have 
before  us  requests  for  about  $130,000  now,  roughly. 
If  we  can  originate  appropriations  I  should  like  to 
know  it;  if  it  depends  on  the  Mayor  to  originate 
an  appropriation  from  the  Parkman  Fund,  I  should 
like  to  know  that.  I  welcome  anybody's  opinion. 
I  would  welcome  Coun.  Coulthurst's  opinion 
equally  with  that  of  the  Corporation  Counsel. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  take 
the  point  of  view  that  I  took  at  an  earlier  meeting, 
that  there  are  enougli  lawyers  in  this  City  Council 
to  pass  upon  questions  of  law  involving  the  rights 
of  the  City  Council.  I  do  not  want  the  advice  of 
any  other  department  of  the  city  government  as  to 
what  our  powers  and  authorities  are,  and  I  think 
this  would  be  establishing  a  bad  precedent.  I 
would  be  perfectly  willing,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parkman  Fund,  to  get  together  with  the 
other  members  of  the  committee  and  thresh  out 
what  our  rights  in  the  matter  are. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  we  did  exactly 
this  same  thing  when  Corporation  Counsel  Babson 
was  alive  last  year.  We  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
asking  on  most  public  questions  where  there  was 
any  le^al  dispute  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  and  I  think  this  really  borders  on  an 
insult  to  tlie  Corporation  Counsel.  If  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  desire  his  opinion,  especially  if 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund 
desires  his  opinion  in  writing,  giving  officially  to  this 
body  an  opinion  that  is  not  binding,  I  don't  see 
why  the  remainder  of  the  Council  should  not  be 
courteous  enough  to  allow  it.  It  is  not  binding 
upon  the  Council;  I  don't  see  how  it  can  be  con- 
strued as  binding  on  the  Council.  I  would  be  the 
last  man  to  stand  here  and  limit  our  powers.  As  I 
said  here  in  discussion  before,  I  resent  any  attempt 
of  the  Finance  Commission  to  limit  our  powers, 
dictate  to  us,  or  advise  us  on  .subjects  where  we 
know  all  the  facts.  I  resent  that,  and  I  would  re.sent 
equally  an  attempt  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  to 
limit  our  powers.  But  it  seems  to  me  at  the  same 
time  we  ought  to  welcome  their  advice;  and  I  hope 
the  Council  will  get  the  opinion  of  the  present  Cor- 
poration Counsel  in  this  matter  as  it  has  got  the 
opinion  of  the  previous  Corporation  Counsel  in  the 
past. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected.  Coun.  SMITH 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  j'cas  and  nays. 
The  order  was  rejected,  yeas  1,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Smith — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Coulthurst, 
Kenny,  McDonald — 5. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE, 
at  6.27  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  1,  at  3  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  1,  1912. 
Regular  mcpting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.. 
President   ATTRIDGE    in    the    chair.      Absent— 
Coun.  Hale. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Thirty-five  traverse  .iurors  were  drawn  in 
accordance  with  the  law,  in  absence  of  the  Mayor, 
for  the  Fifth  Session  of  the  Superior  Court,  to 
appear  April  8,  as  follows: 

Albert  M.  Cutter,  Ward  17;  Albert  M.  Sacks, 
Ward  9;  George  A.  Huckins,  Ward  20;  Patrick 
Laughlin,  Ward  12;  Louis  Markwctt,  Ward  23; 
Emil  Schulz,  Ward  23;  James  A.  WiLson,  Ward  22; 
Bernard  Heidecker,  Ward  21;  Arthur  P.  Bates, 
Ward  25;  Charles  E.  McDonah,  Ward  17;  James 
F.  Loarson,  Ward  1 ;  Dennis  F.  Courtney,  Ward 
17;  John  J.  Rush,  Ward  13;  Francis  X.  Donovan, 
Ward  25;  George  E.  Lovett,  Ward  12;  Thomas 
J.  O'Brien,  Ward  1;  Allen  T.  Luther,  Ward  24; 
Lawrence  J.  McMurry,  Ward  20;  William  Fred- 
erick C.  Blaisdell,  Ward  21;  Francis  A.  Shea, 
Ward  11;  Michael  H.  Dolan,  Ward  18;  Charles 
R.  Nutter,  Ward  11;  Doris  A.  Young,  Ward  12; 
Jo.seph  H.  Am-sbury,  Ward  20;  Lsaac  H.  Burrell, 
Ward  IG;  James  McArdle,  Ward  10;  Albert  W. 
Huebener,  Ward  24;  John  P.  Boltz,  Ward  18; 
Peter  Curtin,  Ward  14;  Harry  G.  Fish,  Ward  21; 
James  F.  McGinnis,  Ward  1;  William  J.  Cahill, 
Ward  1;  Daniel  J.  Falvey,  Ward  7;  William  P. 
Geaner,  Ward  21;   John  J.  Healey,  Ward  11. 


DATA   CONCERNING   DEPARTMENTS. 
The  following  Was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  28,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  replies  that  have  been 
received  to  Circular  No.  31,  which  was  issued 
in  compliance  with  a  request  contained  in  an 
order  passed  at  the  meeting  of  your  honorable 
body  held  March  11,  1912,  asking  for  certain 
data  relating  to  employees  of  the  various  depart- 
ments. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


List  of  De 
Art. 

Auditing. 
Building. 
City  Clerk. 
Collecting. 
Election. 

Finance  Commission. 
Health. 
Infirmary. 

Institutions  Registration 
Market. 
Music. 
Overseeing  of  Poor. 


partraents. 
Park. 

Penal  Institutions. 
Public  Buildings. 
Public  Grounds. 
Schoolhouse. 
Soldiers'  Relief. 
Statistics. 
Street  Laying-Out. 
Supply. 
Treasury, 

Weights  and  Measures. 
Wire. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


BUILDING  AT  STONY  BROOK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  have  before  me  a  request  from  Albert  M. 
Lyon,  Esq.,  representing  the  owners  of  a  shoe 
factory  who  desire  to  locate  in  Boston,  requesting 
permission  to  build  over  the  Stony  brook  conduit 
at  a  point  between  Station  and  Gurney  streets, 
Roxbury,  in  the  vicinity  of  R()xbur,v  Crossing. 
The  plan,  which  is  forwarded  herewith,  indicat<!s 


the  exact  position  of  this  conduit  on  the  parcel  of 
land  for  which  these  parties  have  secured  an  option. 

In  a  letter  which  is  transmitted  herewith,  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  John  C.  Kiley,  Mr.  Lyon  sets  forth 
in  general  terms  the  history  of  the  negotiation 
and  states  that  the  factory  building  will  cost 
$205,000,  not  including  the  power,  machinery  or 
other  equipment.  He  adds  that  the  factory, 
when  in  operation,  will  provide  for  the  employment 
of  from  six  hundred  to  one  thousand  hands.  The 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  states,  in  a  com- 
munication which  is  attached,  that  in  his  opinion 
the  fee  on  the  parcels  of  land  which  w-ere  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  conduit  at  this 
point  is  no  longer  required  tor  public  purposes, 
provided  the  city  retains  the  right  to  use  these 
parcels  for  the  purpose  of  the  original  taking,  and 
particularly  the  right  to  maintain  the  conduit  and 
repair  and  reconstruct  it  whenever  it  is  deemed 
•necessary  or  expedient  to  do  so.  He  also  attaches 
the  condition  that  if  the  city  releases  the  fee  in 
these  parcels  the  grantee  named  in  the  lease  shall 
have  no  right  to  place  or  maintain  any  structure 
upoh  them  except  with  the  authorization  of  the 
Mayor. 

After  consultation  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  and  the  attorney  for  the  applicants, 
the  Corporation  Counsel  has  drafted  the  accom- 
panying order,  with  preambles,  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  convey  the  parcels  of  land  through  which 
the  conduit  runs  for  a  sum  not  less  than  $1,000  and 
for  such  other  considerations  and  upon  such  terms 
as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  to  execute  a  deed  on 
these  premises  which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department. 

The  actual  consideration,  however,  in  this  case, 
seems  to  me,  as  Mr.  Lyon  well  says,  the  construc- 
tion of  a  b\iilding  which  will,  with  the  equipment, 
bring  in  the  sum  of  $3,500  annually  to  the  city 
in  the  form  of  taxes,  and  will  give  employment  to 
from  six  hundred  to  one  thousand  hands  in  an 
occupation  paying  good  wages.  Other  cities 
make  liberal  concessions  to  manufacturers  who 
wish  to  establish  their  plants  within  their  borders. 
In  this  case  the  city  is  asked  to  do  nothing  but 
accept  the  offer  of  the  company  to  establish 
itself  here,  together  with  a  bonus  for  the  use  of  the 
small  parcel  of  land  required. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order  prepared  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Public  Works  Department, 

March  29,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
having  charge  of  the  parcels  of  land  in  the  Roxbury 
district  taken  from  Gottlieb  F.  Burkhardt  heirs 
and  from  Rxith  H.  Tompson  by  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  30, 
1888,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  1829, 
page  511,  for  making  a  new  channel  for  Stony 
brook,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  428  of  the 
Acts  of  1887,  hereby  notifies  you  that  in  his  opinion 
the  fee  in  said  parcels  of  land  is  no  longer  required 
for  public  purposes;  provided,  however,  that  the 
city  shall  reserve  and  retain  the  right  to  use  said 
parcels  of  land  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  said 
act,  and  particularl.v  the  right  to  maintain  the 
new  channel  authorized  by  said  act  within  said 
parcels  of  land  and  to  repair  and  reconstruct  said 
channel  whenever  in  the  judgment  of. the  officer 
having  charge  of  the  same  such .  repair  or  recon- 
struction may  be  necessary  or  expedient;  and 
provided  further  that  in  case  the  city  shall  release 
the  fee  in  said  parcels,  the  grantee  named  in  such 
release,  his  heirs,  executors,  adrainistrator.s  and 
assigns,  shall  have  no  right  to  place  or  maintain 
any  structure  on  said  paroels  of  land  except  .such 
as  may  be  authorized  in  writing  by  the  Mayor. 
Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 

Commis.sioner  of  Public  Works. 

Boston,  March  27,  1912. 
John  C.  Kiley,  Esq., 

18  Tremont  Street:  ■ 
My  dear  Mr.  Kiley, — In  order  that  you  may 
have  in  complete  form  for  your  convenience  in 
taking  the  matter  up  with  the  Mayor,  I  am  writ- 
ing you  the  facts  and  histor.y  of  the  proposition 
involving  our  request  for  authority  to  construct 
a  shoe  factory  over  the  Ston.v  brook  sewer  on 
the  parcel   of  land  situated  l)etwecn  .Station  and 
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Ciiirno,\-  sli'ools,  Roxliury,  adjoining  llic  locution 
of  the  Boston  &  Providence  R.  R.  at  its  Roxbury 
station. 

This  parcel  of  hind  was  chosen  after  a  very 
thoronsh  canvass  of  the  available  parcels  in 
Boston  and  Cambridge.  The  fact  that  it  was 
bounded  upon  two  streets  and  would  always 
remain  open  upon  the  side  next  to  the  railroad, 
together  witli  the  location  in  a  section  where  its 
employees  could  readily  find  suitable  rentals, 
were  among  the  important  reasons  for  choosing 
this  particular  parcel  and  location.  In  addition, 
the  narrow  portion  of  the  lot  located  between 
Gurney  street  and  tlie  railroad  makes  it  possible 
to  run  into  the  same  the  long  wings  of  a  shoe 
factory,  which  are  a  necessary  form  of  construction. 

At  the  time  that  the  agreement  was  made  for 
the  purchase  of  this  land,  the  question  of  building 
over  the  sewer  was  considered  and  a  provision 
was  put  into  the  original  agreement  that  the' 
purchase  of  the  land  should  be  conditioned  upon 
our  being  able  to  obtain  from  the  city  such  right. 
Before  the  transfer  was  completed  we  received 
assurance,  which  at  the  time  seemed  satisfactory 
and  conclusive,  that  there  would  be  no  trouble 
about  our  obtaining  the  right  to  build  over  the 
.sewer,  and  the  transfer  was  completed. 

The  parcel  of  land  in  question  contains  57,860 
feet,  of  which  .50,000  feet  was  purchased  for 
825,000,  and  7,800  feet  was  purchased  for  .$7,500, 
the  latter  having  thereon  at  the  time  some  old 
buildings  which  have  since  been  removed. 

The  building  to  be  erected  is  a  five-story  con- 
crete building  for  which  the  contract  has  been 
executed  providing  for  the  payment  of  $205,000 
for  the  erection  of  the  building  alone.  This 
does  not  include  the  power  or  machinery  or 
other  equipment.  The  factorj^  when  in  opera- 
tion will  provide  for  the  employment  of  from 
GOO  to  1,000  hands. 

You  are  familiar  with  the  negotiations  which 
have  taken  place  since  the  filing  of  our  request 
for  the  right  to  construct  the  factory  over  the 
sewer,  and  I  need  not  here  repeat  them. 

Our  present  request  involves  a  reconveyance 
to  us  by  the  city  of  the  fee  of  the  location,  with 
the  reservation  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  such 
rights  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  sewer  therein.  This  request  is  based  upon 
the  fact  that  the  city  took  the  land  and  has  com- 
pleted the  purpose  for  which  it  was  taken,  and 
that  it  .is  not  necessary  for  it  to  retain  the  fee, 
and  also  for  the  reason  that  there  seems  to  be 
some  doubt  whether  or  not  it  was  understood  at 
the  time  that  the  release  was  given  by  the  then 
owner  of  the  property  that  it  was  an  easement 
which  was  being  transferred  and  paid  for  rather 
than  a  fee,  and  that  a  release  of  the  fee  under  a 
prior  taking  should  have  been  given  at  the  time. 

It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  the  real  reason 
why  this  request  should  be  granted  is  the  broader 
one,  that  here  is  a  company  de-siring  to  locate  in 
Boston  and  to  build  a  plant  which  will  be  a  dis- 
tinct addition  to  the  section  in  which  it  is  located, 
and  will  be  of  immense  benefit  to  that  particular 
locality  through  the  improvement  of  the  section 
as  well  as  through  the  employees  which  it  will 
bring.  If  the  right  is  not  granted  it  will  necessi- 
tate the  throwing  up  of  a  proposition  at  the  expense 
of  a  great  deal  of  money  already  put  into  it,  and 
will  necessitate  the  selection  of  a  location  in  some 
other  place  which  may  be  in  Boston  or  elsewhere. 

The  people  who  are  interested  in  the  matter 
have  been,  and  are  now  carrying  on  a  successful 
business  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  in  another 
locality,  and  their  name  has  not  been  disclosed 
on  account  of  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary  for  them 
to  continue  operation  of  their  present  factory  up 
to  the  time  that  they  are  ready  to  move  into  the 
new  one,  and  they  wish  to  avoid  the  unrest  which 
would  exist  in  their  present  factory  if  the  fact  that 
they  were  to  move  were  known. 

I  would  be  glad  to  disclose  their  names  to  you 
or  the  Mayor  if  you  feel  that  this  is  desirable.  ^ 

I  might  also  say  that  this  is  a  matter  in  which 
no  one  in  this  office  has  any  interest  or  any  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  identity  of  the  persons  interested. 
The  matter  was  taken  up  by  me  wholly  as  a  per- 
sonal one  and  was  undertaken  as  a  favca*  to  the 
party  in  interest  who  is  a  personal  friend  of  mine. 

I  have  tried  to  give  you  h\l  the  facts  which  may 
have  any  bearing  upon  the  matter,  but  if  I  omitted 
anything  and  there  is  anything  else  about  which 
you  would  like  to  know,  kindly  let  me  know  and  I 
will  be  glad  to  give  them  to  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Albert  M.  Lyon. 


City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council. 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  under  authority 
conferred  upon  it  by  chapter  428  of  the  Acts  of 
1887  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  course  of  and 
making  a  new  channel  for  >Stony  brook  did  take 
by  an  order,  approved  by  the  Mayor  .June  30, 
1888,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  1829, 
page  511,  from  Gottlieb  F.  Burkhardt  heirs  a  cer- 
tain parcel  of  land,  between  Tremont  and  Gurney 
streets  in  the  Roxbury  district,  containing  3,194 
square  feet,  more  or  less,  and  from  Ruth  H. 
Tompson  an  adjoining  parcel  of  land,  containing 
450  square  feet,  more  or  less,  said  parcels  being 
particularly  described  in  said  order;  and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
having  charge  of  said  lands  taken  as  aforesaid, 
has  notified  the  City  Council  that  in  his  opinion 
the  fee  in  said  parcels  of  land  taken  as  aforesaid 
from  said  Gottlieb  F.  Burkhardt  heirs  and  from 
said  Ruth  H.  Tompson,  is  no  longer  required  for 
public  purposes,  provided,  however,  that  the  city 
shall  reserve  and  retain  the  right  to  use  said  par- 
cels of  land  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  said  act, 
and  particularly  the  right  to  maintain  the  new 
channel  authorized  by  said  act  within  said  parcels 
of  land,  and  to  repair  and  reconstruct  said  channel 
whenever  in  the  judgment  of  the  officer  having 
charge  of  the  same  such  repair  or  reconstruction 
may  be  necessary  or  expedient,  and  provided  fur- 
ther, that  in  case  the  city  shall  release  the  fee  in 
said  parcels  the  grantee  named  in  such  release, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administratoi-s  and  assigns, 
shall  have  no  right  to  place  or  maintain  any  struc- 
ture upon  or  over  said  parcels  of  land,  except  such 
as  may  be  authorized  in  writing  by  the  Mayor;  it 
is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  25, 
section  50,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  to  sell  and  convey 
said  parcels  of  land  taken  as  aforesaid  from  Gott- 
lieb F.  Burkhardt  heirs  and  from  Ruth  H.  Tompson 
for  a  sum  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
for  such  consideration  and  upon  such  other  terms 
as  he  may  consider  jjroper  to  execute  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  city  a  deed  of  said  premises 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  and  contain- 
ing the  reservations  and  conditions  above  set  forth. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


BRANCH  LIBRARY,  CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  28,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  inclose  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
president  of  the  Library  Trustees,  accompanied 
by  a  plan  and  estimate  from  Messrs.  Fox  &  Gale, 
architects,  showing  the  appearance  and  cost  of  the 
proposed  branch  library  in  Charlestown,  for  which 
land  has  recently  been  acquired.  The  estimate  of 
the  architects  calls  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $12,200  over  and  above  the  sum  already 
appropriated,  which  is  $60,000.  As  this  figure  is 
the  result  of  careful  study  and  in  accord  with  the 
estimate  made  by  the  trustees  themselves  when 
representing  the  need  of  the  library,  I  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  transfer- 
ring the  sum  of  $12,200  from  the  appropriation  for 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Branch 
Library,  Charlestown. 

Respectfully, 
.John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Boston,  March  23,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  desire 
to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  construction 
of  a  branch  library  building  on  the  land  recently 
acquired  for  that  purpose  in  Charlestown.  They 
have  therefore  caused  plans  and  estimates  for  such 
a  building  and  a  report  concerning  the  same  to  be 
prepared  by  Fox  &  Gale,  architects,  which  they 
transmit  herewith.  They  have  examined  the 
plans  with  care  and  approve  the  same  as  proper 
plans  for  a  suitable  building  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  Charlestown.  You  will  see,  however,  from  the 
e.stimates,  that  such  a  building  cannot  be  con- 
structed witliin  the  appropriation  of  $60,000  made 
for  that  purpose.  The  cost  of  the  site  was  $15,000. 
The  estimates  show  that  the  building  proposed  by 
these  plans  will   cost   $48,000  for  first  class  con- 
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struction,  which  coustiuotion  tlie  trustees  advise 
and  your  Honor  will  approve.  To  move  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Library  from  its  present 
rooms  in  the  old  City  Hall  building  to  the  new 
library  building  and  properly  arrange  it  for  use 
there,  and  provide  furniture  and  equipment  for 
the  new  building  and  pay  the  architects'  commis- 
sion, will,  as  we  estimate  it,  cost  .$9,200.  The 
cost  of  land,  building  and  equipment  would  there- 
fore stand  as  follows: 

Land $15,000 

Cost  of  building 48,000 

Other  items  above  enumerated 9,200 

Making  the  total  cost $72,200 

or  $12,200  more  than  the  present  appropriation  of 
$60,000 

Your  Honor  will  observe  that  this  is  .$2,800  less 
than  the  trustees  advised  you,  under  date  of 
December  8,  would  probably  be  required  for  land 
and  construction  of  a  building.  It  is  proper  to 
suggest  that  this  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  lot 
which  was  acquired  required  a  somewhat  smaller 
building  than  that  for  which  the  estimates  made  at 
that  time  provided. 

The    trustees    respectfully  recommend    to    your 
Honor,    as   far   as   they   properly   can,    that   such 
additional    appropriation    be    now    made    as    will 
enable  them  to  proceed  with  the  work  of  provid- 
ing this  important  and  much  needed  branch  library 
building  for  public  use,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 
Respectfully, 
The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
OP  THE  City  op  Boston, 

by  J.  H.  Benton,  President. 

3  Park  Street, 
Boston,  March  15,  1912. 
The  Tru.stees  of  the  Public  Library: 

Dear  Sirs, — In  accordance  with  your  request  we 
have  examined  the  site  and  requirements  for  the 
Charlestown  branch  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
and  submit  herewith  eighth  scale  plans  and  a 
perspective  sketch  for  the  building. 

We  believe  a  branch  library  developed  along 
the  lines  shown  will  prove  a  satisfactory  solution 
of  the  problem.  From  the  situation  ample  light 
and  air  are  provided  while  the  difference  in  grade 
on  Monument  avenue  is  of  material  assistance 
in  making  an  unusuall.v  light  and  accessible  base- 
ment. 

Wo  estimate  the  cost  of  a  building  such  as 
shown,  based  on  a  cubic  foot  unit,  as  follo%vs: 

First  class  (fireproof)  construction .$18,000 

Second  class  construction 42,500 

These  figures  are  exclusive  of  furniture  and 
architects'  commission. 

Owing  to  the  comparatively  long  spans  over 
the  principal  rooms  we  believe  there  would  be  no 
material  saving  in  wooden  floors,  as  a  certain 
amount  of  iron  framing  is  essential  in  this  case 
even  as  second  class  construction. 

Unless  the  condition  of  the  building  now  on 
the  site  is  more  favorable  than  usual  we  find  the 
vahie  of  the  structure  over  and  above  the  cost 
of  taking  down  will  be  immaterial,  and  there  may 
be  a  slight  cost  for  removal. 

Very  truly  yours. 

Fox   &   G.\LE. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
201  of  the  Acts  of  1803  the  City  .-Vuditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  .sum  of  twelve 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  ($12,200)  from  the 
ap])ropriation  for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Branch  r,ibrary,  Charlestown. 

Referred  to  the  E.\eeutive  Committee. 


COST   OF   NORFOLK   STREET   WIDENING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  28,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Replying  to  a  request  contained  in  an  order 
passed  by  your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of 
March  25,  1912,  to  the  effect  that  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  be  invited  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening 


Norfolk  street,   Dorchester,  to   lilue  Hill  avenue, 
I  inclose  herewith  a  statement  from  the  secretary 
of  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department. 
UespeetfuUy, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

March  27,  1912. 
Hon.  .lohn  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  ,Sir, — Replying  to  the  inclosed  order  of  the 
City  Council  requesting  "an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of   widening   Norfolk  street,   Dorchester,   to   Blue 
Hill   avenue,   in  accordance  with  plans  providing 
for  partial  widening  of  same,"  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  begs  to  say  that  said  cost  would 
be  $110,000.     This  does  not  include  the   cost  of 
reconstructing  the  bridge  over  the  Midland  Divi- 
sion  of  the   New  York,   New   Haven  &   Hartford 
Railroad,   which  is  narrower  than   Norfolk  street 
will  be  after  it  is  widened  on  the  proposed  lines 
already  laid  down.     No  estimate  has  been  made 
of  the  cost  of  reconstructing  the  bridge,  as  some 
engineering    problems    are    involved    which    may 
require  the  aid  of  the  railroad  and  a  partial  pay- 
ment of  the  cost  of  the  bridge  by  the  railroad. 
Very  truly  yours, 
.1.  J.  O'Callaghan,  Secretary. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MONEY    FOR    ELECTION    DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  which  proposes 
to  meet  the  contingency  anticipated  in  the  estimate 
of  that  department  in  these  words: 

"If  legislation  should  be  enacted  requiring  the 
election  of  delegates  to  the  national  convention 
by  a  primary  to  be  held  in  Boston  by  precincts 
such  primary  would  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
approximatel.v  twenty  thousand  dollars." 

The  commissioners  ask  an  additional  appropria- 
tion beyond  the  amount  recommended  by  me  in 
mv  message  to  the  City  Council  at  its  meeting  of 
February  10,  1912,  of  $15,000.  They  also  ask  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $800  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  a  special  election  which  is  to  be  held 
in  the  eighteenth  Suffolk  representative  district. 
As  the.se  are  legitimate  and  necessary  demands  I 
recommend  the  appropriation  of  an  additional 
sum  amounting  to  $15,800  for  the  Election  Depart- 
ment, making  the  total  amount  recommended  for 
that  department  for  the  current  expenditures  of 
the  fi.scal  year  1912-13,  $160,800. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
100  Summer  Street,  March  23,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — In  the  message  of  your  Honor  to  the 
City  Council  recommending  appropriations  for 
1912-13,  dated  February  15,  1912,  the  appropria- 
tion recommended  by  your  Honor  for  this  depart- 
ment was  $145,000. 

Since  this  message  of  your  Honor  the  Legislature 
has  passed  an  act  relative  to  the  direct  election 
of  delegates  to  the  national  convention  and  to 
provide  for  the  expression  of  preference  of  candi- 
dates for  the  presidency  and  vice-presidency  of 
the  United  .States.  This  act,  chapter  254  of  the 
Acts  of  1912,  approved  March  15,  1912,  provides 
that  primaries  shall  be  held  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  April,  In  consequence  of  the  passage  of  this 
legislation  the  expenditures  of  the  Election  De- 
partment will  be  substantially  increased. 

In  the  annual  estimate  of  this  department,  and 
at  a  hearing  before  the  City  Council  on  the  ap- 
propriation for  this  department,  attention  was 
called  to  the  cost  of  such  a  primary.  To  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  said  chapter  we  estimate  an 
additional  expenditure  to  tiiis  department  of 
$15,000. 

We  desire  also  to  call  your  attention  to  another 
matter  which  will  increase  the  _expenditures  of 
this  department.  A  vacancy  existing  in  the 
eighteenth  Suffolk  representative  •  district,  a 
precept  has  been  issued  appointing  the  seventh 
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day  of  May,  1912,  as  tho  time  for  holding  an 
olcotion  in  said  district  to  fill  the  said  vacancy. 
This  precept  was  issued  March' 21,  1912. 

Pursuant  to  tho  provisions  of  law,  a  primary 
and  a  spe'eial  election  will  be  held  in  said  district, 
the  cost  of  which  we  estimate  at  S800. 

For  tho  reasons  outlined  above  we  respectfully 
request  that  the  appropriation  of  the  Election 
Department  be  increased  from  $145,000  to 
$160,800. 

Respectfully  yours, 

B0.\IiD    OP    EtECTION    COMMISSIONEIiS, 

John  M.  Minton,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


CITY   PLANNING   CONFERENCE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  inclosed  communication  from  tlie  secretary 
of  the  National  Conference  on  City  Planning 
notifies  me  that  the  executive  committee  of  that 
conference  has  accepted  an  invitation  which  I 
extended  to  them  last  year  in  Philadelphia  to 
hold  the  annual  convention  for  1912  in  this  city. 
I  have  written  to  Mr.  Shurtleff,  informing  him 
that  the  dates  selected  by  the  committee,  namely. 
May  27  to  29,  are  entirely  satisfactory  and  assur- 
ing him  of  my  desire  to  cooperate  in  every  way, 
so  as  to  make  the  meeting  a  success. 

The  subject  of  this  conference  is  city  planning 
in  the  broadest  sense,  and  its  members  comprise 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  landscape  archi- 
tects and  municipal  experts  in  the  country.  It 
seems  desirable  that  those  who  are  charged  with 
the  actual  work  of  city  administration  should 
come  in  contact  with  these  idealistic  thinkers, 
so  that  each  group  may  obtain  the  benefit  of 
association  with  men  talking  a  somewhat  different 
point  of  view,  though  not  necessarily  disagreeing 
upon  fundamental  principles. 

I  intend  to  ask  the  Library  Trustees  to  make 
the  Public  Library  on  Copley  square  the  head- 
quarters for  the  convention  and  desire  to  extend 
to  this  distinguished  body  of  guests,  from  whose 
sessions  we  ourselves  may  derive  not  only  inspira- 
tion but  practical  assistance  in  the  problem  of 
government,  the  courtesy  and  hospitality  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  Some  300  members 
are  expected  to  take  part  in  the  conference,  and 
if  we  should  follow  the  example  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  which  last  year  appropriated  $25,000 
for  the  reception,  the  program  would  include 
an  official  luncheon,  an  automobile  trip  through 
the  park  system  and  other  points  of  interest,  and 
various  incidental  courtesies.  As  the  session 
in  Philadelphia,  liowever,  included  an  exposition 
of  city  planning  in  the  large  cities  in  the  country, 
carried  out  on  an  elaborate  scale,  and  it  is  not 
thought  desirable  to  repeat  this  feature  during 
the  present  convention,  I  estimate  that  the  sum 
of  $2,000  would  suffice  to  meet  all  the  require- 
ments of  hospitality  and  maintain  the  traditional 
dignity  of  our  city. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  the  sum  of 
$2,000  from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor,  Office  Expenses, 
etc.,  when  made,  to  be  expended  for  the  reception 
of  delegates  to  the  National  Conference  on  City 
Planning. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgekald,  Mayor. 

National  Conference  on  City  Planning, 
19  Congress  Street,  March  21,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Mayor  Fitzgerald, — I  am  directed  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Conference 
on  City  Planning  to  accept  the  invitation  which 
you  so  graciously  extended  at  the  last  city  planning 
conference  in  PhiladeljAia. 

I  am  in  doubt  whether  there  is  any  need  for 
more  formal  action  by  the  City  Council,  since  the 
resolution  was  passed  by  last  year's  Council. 
The  dates  selected  by  the  conference  are  May  27, 
28  and  29,  unless  these  dates  are  objectionable 
for  some  reason  to  your  Honor. 

There  is,  of  course,  necessity  for  a  strong  local 
committee,  not  so  much  to  prepare  the  details 
of  the  conference  meetings,  which  is  the  work 
of  the  secretary,  but  to  aid  with  suggestions.     1 


trust  that  there  will  be  a  representation  on  this 
comniittee  from  tliose  city  departments  which 
are  interested  in  the  subje<H,  of  city  planning.  I 
have  already  been  directed  to  write  Mr.  Rourke 
and  Mr.  Charles  asking  their  cooperation  with 
the  local  committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  wishes  to  express 
at  this  time  their  appreciation  of  your  invitation 
to  come  to  Boston. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Flavel  H.  Shubtleff,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  from  the  appropriation  for 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor, 
Office  Expenses,  etc.,  when  made,  to  be  expended 
for  the  recept.ion  of  delegates  to  the  National  Con- 
ference on  City  Planning. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council:  . 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  have  this  day 
appointed  John  M.  Minton  to  serve  as  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Listing  Board,  both  appointments 
being  for  the  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  April,  1912. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgekald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions' were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Tiiuothy  F.  Harrington,  for  loss  of  wages  caused 
by  injuries  received  while  in  the  employ  of  Bath 
Department. 

M.  H.  Gulesian,  for  compensation  for  damage 
at  235-243  Huntington  avenue  by  the  backing  up 
of  sewer. 

John  B.  Thomas,  agent,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  estate  corner  Harrison  avenue  and 
Randolph  street  by  stoppage  of  sewer. 

E."  Lydia  Maclntyre,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  200  Main  street  by  the 
bursting  of  a  water  main. 

John  J.  Donovan,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  at  124  West  Seventh  street. 

Harold  J.  Coolidge  et  al.,  trustees,  to  be  paid  for 
damage  to  property  (wharf)  at  310  Border  street 
by  Fireboat  47. 

William  Gill,  for  compensation  for  expense  in- 
curred in  repairing  leak  in  service  pipe  at  161 
Glenway  street. 

County  Accounts. 

Clerk,  Superior  Criminal  Court,  for  additional 
allowance  of  $3,650  for  clerical  assistance. 

Charles  M.  Hunter,  for  retirement  under  chapter 
459,  Acts  of  1910,  relating  to  county  employees. 

Charles  Noll,  for  retirement  under  chapter  459, 
Acts  of  1910,  relating  to  county  employees. 

Executive. 
Edith  Guerrier,  for  a  permit  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age,  to  appear  at  North  Bennet 
Hall,  April  8,  evening. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  twenty-six  news- 
boys, three  bootblacks  and  eight  vendors — recom- 
mending that  said  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


BOND  FILED  WITH  CITY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan Water  and  Sewerage  Board,  inclosing  bond 
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of  indemnity  from  A.  Varnerin  Company,  to  the 
Citj'  of  Boston  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1897. 

The  bond  was  filed  March  30,  1912,  and  deposited 
with  the  City  Auditor. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICES  OF  HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  hearings  on  petitions  of  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company  for  approval  of 
374th  and  ST.'Jth  locations,  said  hearing  to  be  held 
on  April  2  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Port  of  Boston  of  hearing  on  petitions  of  Boston 
Electric  Illuminating  Company  and  Boston 
Development  and  Sanitary  Company,  said  hear- 
ings to  be  held  April  4  and  March  28  respectively. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  parties,  certifying  that  the  following  named 
property  was  used  for  the  storage  of  explosives, 
and  of  intention  to  continue  such  use  for  one  year 
from  date,  viz.: 

Cromwell  Oil  Company,  Boston  Harbor. 

Chandler  &  Barber,  124  Summer  street. 

John  B.  Lynch,  16-20  Harvard  avenue,  Dor- 
chester. 

South  Boston  Yacht  Club,  Strandway,  foot  of 
P  street. 

Arthur  Lewenberg,  852  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Henry  L.  Richmond,  509-511  Fifth  street. 

P.  F.  Donovan,  Grossman  street.  Ward  24. 

Bleiler  Contracting  Company,  Heath  and  Day 
streets. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  1,  unfin- 
ished business,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  25,  of  Lewis  F.  Hamblen  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Measurer  of  Wood  and 
Bark. 

The  qviestion  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Collins  and  Smith.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


SEWER     CONSTRUCTION,     SOUTH     END. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  ($175,000)  be  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the 
construction  of  sewerage  works  for  the  South  End 
district,  so  called;  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City 
of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SIDEWALK,    SOUTH   STREET. 

Coun.  McDonald  presented  the  petition  of 
H.  F.  Scanlon  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  on  South  street, 
Ward  23. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  Coun.  MC- 
DONALD offered  an  order — That  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk  along 
both  sides  of  South  street,  between  Conway  and 
Walter  streets.  Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalks  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artifi- 
cial stone  with  granite  edgestone,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.37  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
the  President  at  7.24  p.  m. 


NEXT    MEETING. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  when 
we  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  to-morrow  night  at 
seven  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


.     HYDE    PARK    BUILDING    LIMITS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  Janu- 
ary 29,  I  transmitted  a  communication  from  the 
Building  Commissioner  calling  attention  to  the 
peculiar  situation  in  regard  to  the  building  limits 
in  Hyde  Park.  This  situation  has  evidently  be- 
come more  acute.  If  Hyde  Park  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  coming  under  the  building  limits  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  no  building  of  third  class  con- 
struction can  be  erected  in  any  part  of  the  city. 
This  works  a  hardship  upon  some  of  the  appli- 
cants, and  Mr.  Everett's  suggestion  that  the  City 
Council  establish  an  area,  as  they  are  empowered 
to  do  by  section  9,  chapter  550,  of  the  Acts  of 
1907.  seems  to  me  an  entirely  reasonable  one. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Building  Department, 
100  Summer  Street,  April  1,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — The  by-laws  of  the  town  of  Hyde  Park 
established  an  area  within  the  town  in  which 
wooden  buildings  were  prohibited,  the  section  of 
the  by-laws  reading  as  follows: 

"Section  15.  No  building  the  exterior  walls  of 
which  are  in  part  or  wholly  of  wood  shall  be 
erected  upon  or  within  one  hundred  feet  of  Everett 
square,  so  called;  Fairmount  avenue,  from  River 
street  to  the  Neponset  river;  River  street,  from 
the  location  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail- 
road to  Winthrop  street;  Hyde  Park  avenue,  on 
the  easterly  side,  from  the  northerly  side  of  Oak 
street  to  Everett  street;  Hyde  Park  avenue  on  the 
westerly  side,  from  the  northerly  side  of  Pine 
street  extension,  so  called,  to  a  point  on  said  Hyde 
Park  avenue,  opposite  the  southerly  line  of  Everett 
street;  Harvard  avenue,  from  River  street  to  Win- 
throp street;  Maple  street,  from  River  street  to  a 
point  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  southerly  there- 
from; Central  avenue,  from  River  street  to  Win- 
throp street;  Davison  .street,  from  Fairmount 
avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  northeasterly 
therefrom;  Grove  street;  Pierce  street,  from  Fair- 
mount  avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet 
northeasterly  therefrom;  Nott  street,  from  Fair- 
mount  avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  east- 
erly therefrom;  Railroad  avenue,  from  Fairmount 
avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  northeast- 
erly therefrom;  Station  street,  from  the  Neponset 
river  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  northeasterly 
from  Fairmount  avenue;  Walnut  street,  from  Fair- 
mount  avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet 
southwesterly  therefrom;  Maple  street,  from 
Fairmount  avenue  to  a  point  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet  westerly  therefrom. 

"No  per.son  shall  move,  or  cause  to  be  moved, 
any  wooden  building  from  without  said  limit  into 
the  same. 

"No  person  shall  move,  or  cause  to  be  moved, 
any  wooden  building  from  one  place  to  another 
within  said  limits,  nor  shall  any  person  repair  or 
rebuild  any  building  within  said  limits,  which  has 
been  partially  destroyed  by  fire  or  otherwise, 
without  the  written  permit  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen. 

"No  addition  which  .shall  exceed  fifteen  feet  in 
height  from  the  ground  to  the  highest  part  thereof, 
or  which  shall  exceed  five  hundred  superficial  feet 
in  area,  shall  be  made  to  any  wooden  building 
within  said  limits,  without  permission  from  the 
Selectmen  after  a  hearing  of  which  public  notice 
shall  be  given.  Provided,  however,  that  the 
owner,  or  other  person  interested,  may  make  any 
necessary  repairs  upon  any  wooden  or  frame 
building  already  built,  if  the  height  of  said  build- 
ing be  not  thereby  increased;  and  a  flat  roof, 
covered  with  metal  or  other  noncombustible 
material,  may  be  substituted  for  a  pitch  roof." 

In  equity  to  those  persons  who  have  been 
obliged  to  build  brick  buildings,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  the  fire  protection  established 
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by  thi>  town  boforo  its  annexation  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  I  suggest  to  your  Honor  tlie  advisability 
of  requesting  the  City  Council  to  establish  an 
area,  as  they  are  empowered  to  do  by  section  9, 
chapter  550,  Acts  of  1907,  either  coincident  with 
or  in  extension  of  the  area  designated  by  the 
town,  in  which  none  but  first  or  second  class 
buildings  may  be  erected. 

Yours  respectfully, 

AnTHim  G.  Everett,         , 
Bviilding  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


MONEY   FOR   STREET   TREES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Last  year  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  was  made 
for  street  trees,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds.  The 
plan  of  the  superintendent  included  the  planting 
of  trees  on  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Dorchester  street. 
South  Boston;  Bennington  boulevard,  and  Louis 
Pasteur  avenue.  The  sum  of  $10,000  was  also 
appropriated  for  this  purpose,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Park  Department  on  Commonwealth 
avenue.  The  success  of  this  work  and  the  many 
evidences  which  have  beeii  presented,  that  in 
taking  it  up  we  were  only  repairing  our  long 
neglect  in  this  field,  lead  me  to  believe  that  the 
work  should  be  continued  this  year  on  a  fairly 
liberal  scale. 

As  the  appropriation  to  be  of  value  this  year 
must  be  made  early  I  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  tax  order,  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $25,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  for 
street  trees. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgebald,  Mayor.    . 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  (.$25,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  imder  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds  for  street  trees,  and 
that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon 
the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Bo.ston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


PURCHASE     OF     WHARF     PROPERTY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  .January  11,  1912,  I  recom- 
mended a  loan  order  appropriating  .$30,000  for 
the  purchase  of  wharf  property  on  Condor  street, 
East  Boston,  owned  by  the  George  E.  Young 
heirs.  This  property,  I  understand,  is  still  on  the 
market  at  the  exceptionally  favorable  figures 
given  in  my  message  on  that  date,  and  I  believe 
the  opportunity  should  be  accepted  before  it  is 
too  late.  I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order,  appropriating  $30,000 
for  wharf  property.  Condor  street,  East  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  for  the  purchase  of  wharf  property 
on  Condor  street.  East  Boston,  owned  by  the 
George  E.  Young  heirs;  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LOAN  FOR  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  19^^. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
February  26,  1912,  I  recommended  the  passage  of 
a  loan  order  appropriating  the  sum  of  .$300,000 
for  sewerage  works.  No  action  has  yet  been  taken 
on  this  order,  although  the  season  is  now  far 
advanced  and  the  actual  work  of  construction,  to 


Say  nothing  of  the  plans  for  the  year,  should  by 
this  time  bo  well  imder  way.  After  consultation 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  I  am  con- 
vinced that  $150,000  more  should  be  provided  for 
this  purpose.  The  sewer  conditions  in  the  South 
End  and  parts  of  the  city  proper  are  so  bad  as  to 
constitute  a  serious  handicap  upon  the  develop- 
ment of  property.  The  need  of  a  pumping  station 
in  the  South  End  and  of  modern  sewers  to  replace 
the  old  wooden  sewers  on  Beach  street  and  else- 
where, has  been  urged  repeatedly  by  the  officials 
of  the  Sewer  Division.  The  pumping  station 
alone  is  e.stimated  to  cost  about  forty-three 
thousand  dollars  and  the  new  Beach-street  sewer 
about  forty-one  thousand  dollars.  It  is  obvious 
that  even  with  this  additional  amount,  making 
the  total  appropriation  for  sewer  construction  for 
the  year  $4.50,000,  the  department  would  still  be 
unable  to  meet  the  demands  which  are  pouring 
in  upon  it,  not  only  from  the  old  section  of  the 
city,  where  the  antiquated  type  of  sewer  laid 
many  years  ago  requires  frequent  replacement, 
but  from  the  outlying  residential  sections,  such 
as  Ashmont  di.strict  in  Dorchester,  where  the 
building  activities  should  not  outrun  the  ability 
of  the  city  to  provide  sanitary  conveniences. 

I  not  only  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying loan  order,  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$150,000  additional  for  sewerage  works,  but  urge 
that  immediate  action  be  taken  upon  this  order, 
as  well  as  upon  the  order  recommended  by  me 
at  the  meeting  of  February  26,  1912. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  chapter  204  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  additional  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ($150,000)  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the 
construction  of  sewerage  works;  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MONUMENT   TO   WENDELL   PHILLIPS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,    ■ 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  your  meeting  of  November  27,  1911,  I  trans- 
mitted a  message  suggesting  that  some  attempt 
should  be  made  to  commemorate  in  a  permanent 
way  the  life  and  works  of  Wendell  Phillips,  whose 
centenary  was  observed  on  November  29. 

After  several  conferences  between  the  members 
of  the  Art  Commission  and  of  the  committee 
interested  in  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  this 
distinguished  Bostonian,  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  city  itself  ought  to  recognize  his 
services  by  appropriating  the  sum  necessary  for 
building  a  suitable  memorial. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanving  loan  order,  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $20,000"  for  Wendell  Phillips  Monument,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  the 
Art  Commission  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Grounds. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $20,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  for 
Wenclell  Phillips  Monument;  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


CHAMBER   OF   COMMERCE   CONGRESS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
requesting  that  the  city  appropriate  $25,000  for  a 
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just  and  reasonable  share  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Fifth  International  Congress  of  Chambers  of 
Commerce  and  Industrial  and  Commercial  Asso- 
ciations of  the  World,  which  will  be  held  in  Boston 
this  year,  September  24  to  28,  inclusive.  He  notes 
that  the  Committee  on  Foreign-  Affairs  of  Con- 
gress has  recommended  an  appropriation  of  $50,000 
for  this  purpose,  and  expresses  the  opinion  that 
Boston  should  not  be  behindhand  in  liberality  in 
an  affair  which,  while  it  should  be  of  interest  and 
benefit  to  the  entire  country,  will,  as  the  secretary 
observes,  afford  us  a  direct  opportunity  to  dem- 
onstrate the  resources  and  beauties  of  our  city 
and  its  commercial  advantages.  I  concur  most 
heartily  in  these  opinions  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Chamber  of  Conunerce,  as  I  recall  vividly  the 
hospitality  with  which  the  Mayor  and  the  repre- 
sentative's of  the  Chamber  were  received  in  the 
great  cities  of  Europe  last  year.  It  would  be  not 
only  an  absurd  exaggeration  of  the  spirit  of 
economy  but  an  act  of  ingratitude  and  disrespect 
not  to  reciprocate  the  courtesies  which  we  received 
upon  an  equal  scale.  The  participation  of  Con- 
gress in  the  reception  indicates  its  importance 
in  the  eyes  of  tlie  business  world.  It  is  certainly 
not  too  much  to  expect  that  our  local  contribution 
should  be  at  least  half  of  that  which  is  to  be  made 
by  the  national  legislature. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  tax  order,  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $25,000  to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for 
Mayor,  Office  Expenses,  etc.,  for  the  Reception 
of  Delegates  fo  the  Fifth  International  Congress 
of  Chambers  of  Conunerce  and  Industrial  and 
Commercial  Associations  of  the  World. 
KespectfuUy, 
John  F.  Fitzoebald,  Mayor. 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

April  1,  J912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  The  Fifth  International  Congress 
of  Chambers  of  Conunerce  and  Industrial  and 
Commercial  Associations  of  the  World  will  be 
held  in  Boston  this  year,  September  24  to  28,  inclu- 
sive. There  have  been  four  of  these  congresses 
held  biennially  in  Europe  dining  the  past  eight 
years,  and  the  record  of  constructive  progress 
toward  unifying  international  business  practices 
has  been  impressive,  as  the  delegates  who  have 
participated  in  these  congresses  have  been  both 
direct  representatives  of  the  governments  and  the 
most  representative  business  men  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. At  London  in  1910,  there  were  500  dele- 
gates, representing  twenty-nine  countries,  and 
Boston  aims  to  make  the  forthcoming  congress 
the  greatest  and  most  influential  5'et  held. 

The  necessary  expenses  of  organizing  this  con- 
gress and  making  it  truly  successful  in  the  broadest 
sense,  together  with  the  cost  of  entertaining  busi- 
ness men  from  all  parts  of  the  world  and  together 
with  a  large  delegation  from  American  cities,  are 
very  great,  and  we  therefore  respectfull.v  ask  of 
the  City  of  Boston  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for 
a  just  and  reasonable  share  of  these  large  expenses. 

We  have  asked  the  national  government  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  specific  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expenses  of  special  compartment  trains  to 
enable  the  delegates  to  visit  a  number  of  our  other 
larger  industrial  and  commercial  centers  in  order 
that  they  may  be  duly  impressed  by  the  volume 
of  the  industry  and  commerce  of  our  country,  and 
with  the  inherent  stability  of  American  invest- 
ments, and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afl'airs  has 
recommended  that  Congress  appropriate  $50,000 
for  this  purpose. 

We  believe  that  in  addition  to  the  considera- 
tions of  weighty  business  matters  of  international 
interest  and  influence  we  can  so  demonstrate  to  a 
large  number  of  men  from  abroad  and  from  all 
parts  of  our  own  country  the  great  natural 
resources  of  Boston,  the  beauties  of  our  city,  and 
the  strength  of  our  men,  that  the  benefits  accruing 
as  to  immediate  corrmiercial  returns,  as  well  as  in 
the  unification  and  improvement  Between  countries 
of  commercial  practices,  will  be  great  and  lasting. 
Yours  respectfully, 
James  A.  McKibben,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($25,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor, 
Office  Expenses,  etc.,  to  be  expended  for  the 
Keception  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Fifth  Interna- 
tional Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  and 
Industrial  and    Commercial    Associations  of    the 


World,  and  that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by 
taxation  upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  In  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


MONEY   FOR  FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Oflace  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  March  25,  1912,  I  trans- 
mitted letters  from  the  Fire  Commissioner,  re- 
questing that  $50,000  be  appropriated  for  auto- 
mobile apparatus,  and  $42,000  for  the  improvement 
of  the  fire  alarm  service.  Both  of  these  matters 
have  been  under  consideration  for  a  long  time  and 
there  is  practical  unanimity  among  the  various 
bodies  that  have  studied  the  question  as  to  the 
urgent  need  of  these  particular  improvements. 
They  represent,  in  fact,  the  minimum  requirements 
upon  which  all  students  of  the  problem  are  agreed. 
I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  tax  orders,  appropriating  $50,000 
and  $42,000  for  Automobile  Apparatus  and 
Improvements  in  the  Fire  Alarm  Service,  respec- 
tively. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgehald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($50,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner, for  Automobile  Apparatus,  and  that  the 
said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls 
and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty-two  thousand 
dollars  ($42,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Fire 
Commissioner,  for  Fire  Alarm  Branch,  Improve- 
ments, and  that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by 
taxation  upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Conn.  McDONALD,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Edith  Guerrier 
(referred  to-day)  for  permit  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  North  Bennet 
Hall,  April  8,  evening — that  a  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  plans  and 
specifications  (referred  February  26)  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proposed  mortuary  at  the  City 
Hospital — that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communi- 
cation and  order  (referred  to-day)  for  transfer 
of  $2,000  for  reception  of  delegates  to  the  National 
Conference  on  City  Planning — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  to-day)  transferring 
$12,200  from  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund  to 
appropriation  for  Branch  Library,  Charlestown — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  March  25)  transferring 
$16,000  to  appropriation  for  Fire  Station,  Oak 
Square  and  Faneuil  Section — that  the  order  ought 
to  pa.ss. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0, 

(0)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  commifbica- 
tions  and  order  (referred  March  25)  transferring 
$10,670  to  appropriation  for  Copp's  Hill  Play- 
ground, Shelter — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  desire 
to  be  heard  on  this  matter,  and  as  I  understand 
the  Council  is  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  I 
move  it  be  assigned  until  to-morrow  night. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions, etc.  (referred  March  25),  relative  to  auto- 
mobile apparatus  for  Fire  Department  and  fire 
alarm  branch — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;   said  papers  placed  on  file. 
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KESOLUTIONS  ON  FREDEUICK  J.  BRAND. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  the  I'oUowinR: 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  has  learned  with 
keen  regret  and  sorrow  of  the  decease  of  the  late 
Frederick  J.  Brand;   and 

^^'hereas,  Most  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
wore  friends  and  associates  of  the  departed,  and 
had  learned  to  respect  and  appreciate  his  character 
as  an  oHicial  of  the  city,  his  rectitude  in  the  line 
of  piiblic  duty,  his  sunny  disposition  and  in- 
numerable good  qualities;    therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  cause  to  be 
spread  upon  its  records  its  sorrow  for  the  death 
of  Mr.  Brand  and  its  sympathj'  for  his  widow 
in  her  time  of  trial  and  sorrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  preambles,  resolution  and  order  to  Mrs. 
Frederick  J.  Brand. 

Passed  by  a.  unanimous  rismg  vote. 


ELECTRIFYING    OF     STEAM    RAILROADS. 

Coun.   COULTHURST  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
has  spent  large  sums  of  money  to  investigate  the 
transportation  problem  of  metropolitan  Boston; 
and 

Whereas,  The  Metropolitan  Improvement  Com- 
mission reported  some  years  ago  that  the  welfare 
of  Massachusetts  depended  in  a  large  measure 
upon  the  proper  solution  of  the  said  transporta- 
tion problem,  and  that  this  was  the  paramount 
issue  of  all  the  matters  referred  to  them  by  the 
Legislature,  and  that  all  their  studies  and  recom- 
mendations were  based  and  dependent  upon  the 
electrification  of  steam  railroads  in  metropolitan 
Boston;  and 

Whereas,  The  Railroad  Commission  and  other 
public  bodies  which  have  investigated  the  question 
have  recommended  the  electrification  of  steam 
roads  in  metropolitan  Boston;  and 


Whereas,  There  is  now  pending  before  the 
Legislature  a  bill  directing  the  steam  railroads 
in  metropolitan  Boston  to  electrify  their  roads 
not  later  than   1920;    and 

Whereas,  No  adequate  solution  of  the  transpor- 
tation problem  can  be  worked  out  until  the  steam 
roads  are  electrified;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  Boston  favor  the  proposed  legislation  to  com- 
pel the  electrification  of  steam  railroads. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  these  preambles,  resolu- 
tion and  order  be  sent  to  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad,  the  Committee  on  Railroads 
of  the  Legislature  and  to  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  pre- 
ambles, resolve  and  order. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  this 
is  introduced  as  a  result  of  a  meeting  that  took 
place  last  Friday  night  in  the  Charles  Sumner 
School.  When  the  matter  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Mayor  and  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  present,  the  Mayor  suggested  that 
if  Coun.  Coulthurst  would  introduce  such  a 
resolution  he  would  be  glad  to  adopt  it.  For  that 
reason  I  very  cheerfully  introduce  the  pre- 
ambles, resolve  and  order. 

The  preambles  and  resolve  were  adopted,  and 
the  order  Was  passed.       __ 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  matters  presented  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  at 
7.33  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  April  2,  at 
seven  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Tuesday,  April  2,  1912. 

Adjourned  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  Attridge  in  the  chair. 

Absent — Coun.  Coulthurst  and  Smith. 


ST.   JAMES   AVENUE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Real 
Estate  Exchange  and  Auction  Board,  transmitting 
a  vote  of  said  Board  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
widening  and  extension  of  St.  James  avenue. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FINANCE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
'order  (referred  February  26)  for  a  loan  of  $300,000 

for  Highways,  Making  of — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  order  was  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  action. 

(2)  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  February  2(i)  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  chapter  204  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for 
the  construction  of  sewerage  works;  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  the  order  its  first  reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  KENNY. — Mr  President,  at  the  time 
when  the  present  administration  came  into  power 
there  was  left  over  in  the  treasury  fr«m  the  pre- 
ceding administration  of  Mayor  Hibbard  a  sum  in 
excess  of  $900,000.  Last  year,  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year  of  the  administration  of  the  present  in- 
cumbent, we  had  left  over  something  in  excess  of 
$1,400,000.  Almost  the  first  act  of  the  Council 
last  year  was  to  appropriate  $800,000  of  that 
$1,400,000  for  the  construction  of  a  new  City  Hall. 
That  money  was  appropriated  and  the  new  City 
Hall  work  was  immediately  started  and  has  been 
progressing  more  or  less  since  that  time.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year  we  had  left  over 
from  last  year  a  surplus  of  over  a  million  dollars. 
I  think  it  has  been  the  feeling  of  every  member  of 
the  Council  that  we  should  to  some  extent  repeat 
our  action  of  a  year  ago  by  taking  advantage  of 
this  large  surplus;  that  we  should  spend  at, least 
a  portion  of  the  amount  of  over  a  million  dollars 
in  the  treasury  for  these  recurrent  annual  expendi- 
tures, such  as  $.300,000  for  the  making  of  high- 
ways and  $300,000  for  sewerage  works.  These 
propositions  have  for  years  been  presented  to  the 
Council  in  the  spring  and  have  always  been  pro- 
vided for  by  loan.  We  have  felt,  however,  that 
the  time  has  come,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are 
able  to  go  through  each  year  paying  for  current 
expenses  out  of  the  tax  levy  and  having  a  large 
surplus,  for  the  meeting  of  these  annually  recur- 
rent charges,  if  I  may  term  them  such,  out.,  of 
taxes.  The  Council  has  had  under  consideration 
for  several  week.s  two  orders,  one  of  $300,000  for 
sewers  and  the  other  of  $300,000  for  highways, 
upon  which  we  are  reporting  to-night.  I  think 
I  have  stated  our  position  correctly  in  saying  that 
the  Council — or  rather  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
which  is  made  up  of  all  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil— feels  that  these  two  sums  might  be  appropri- 
ated this  year  out  of  taxes.  Nevertheless,  we  are 
advised  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
that  a  very  large  amount  of  money  i.s  required  at 


present  for  sewerage  construction.  I  have  in  my 
possession  figures  from  his  office  showing  that  they 
require  in  excess  of  $600,000  for  what  is  termed 
old  work,  and  a  sum  approaching  $200,000  for 
new  work.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  moneys 
spent  in  the  construction  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
sewers  is  returned  to  the  treasury  by  assessment 
upon  the  abutters.  That  is  to  say,  there  is  sewer 
construction  that  is  assessable  as  well  as  sewer 
construction  that  is  non-assessable.  Under  the 
circumstances,  while  not  yielding  our  .judgment 
that  these  charges  might  well  be  taken  out  of  taxes, 
yesterday  the  Committee  on  Finance  made  a 
proposal  along  the  line  of  this  economy  and 
retrenchment  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  We 
proposed  that  we  would  take  his  .$300,000  sewerage 
work  proposition  and  divide  it  in  two,  raising  one- 
half  by  a  loan  and  taking  the  other  half  from  taxes, 
and  this  report  which  I  make  to-night  on  behalf 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  predicated  upon 
that  proposition.  It  was  not  absolutely  agreed 
that  the  balance  should  come  out  of  taxes,  but  it 
was  stated  by  the  Mayor,  in  the  presence  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  who  were  in  attendance 
in  his  office,  that  later,  if  it  were  found  that  general 
funds  of  the  city  were  available — that  is  to  say,  if 
there  was  a  sufficient  balance  remaining  over  after 
insuring  the  laying  aside  of  a  proper  amount  to 
meet  current  expenses — he  would  be  willing  to 
provide  the  balance  of  $150,000  for  sewerage  works 
out  of  taxes.  Therefore,  while  we  are  presenting 
the  order  to-night  for  half  the  original  $300,000 
named  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  we  do  so  relying 
on  that  condition,  that  later  the  other  $1.50,000, 
making  up  the  entire  .$300,000,  will,  if  the  funds  are 
available,  be  forthcoming  from  taxes.  I  have 
already,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  March 
25  last,  discussed  these  financial  propositions, 
and  therefore  I  shall  not  undertake  to  restate  at 
this  time  my  reasons  then  set  out. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
my  view  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Board 
that  there  are  two  types  of  expenditures  that 
might  well  come  from  appropriations.  One  is  the 
appropriation  which  we  have  just  passed  for 
highways  and  the  other  is  for  sewers.  There 
is  to  a  certain  extent  a  misunderstanding  as  to 
what  is  and  what  is  not  a  current  expense.  Of 
course,  a  sewer  or  a  street  lasts  for  a  great  many 
years — thirty,  forty  or  fifty  years,  and  perhaps 
longer.  The  reason,  however,  for  calling  such 
expenditures  annually  recurrent  expenditures  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  necessities  of  our  grow- 
ing city  require  the  spending  a  large  amount 
of  money  yearly  for  such  purposes,  for  many 
years  to  come,  until  the  needs  of  the  citizens  are 
met.  A  current  expenditure  usually  contem- 
plates something  which  takes  place  from  year  to 
year  in  connection  with  a  particular  thing.  To 
be  sure,  if  you  make  a  highway  or  build  a  sewer 
you  do  not  have  to  do  the  same  thing  over  again 
next  year,  so  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  permanent 
improvement.  But  there  is  much  to  be  said 
in  favor  of  meeting  annually  recurrent  expenses 
of  this  kind  out  of  the  tax  levy,  and  this  Council 
has  seen  its  way  clear,  as  much  as  possible,  to  pay 
for  permanent  improvements  as  we  go,  as  far  as 
it  can  be  done,  from  the  tax  levy.  Hence  the 
importance  of  an  appropriation  of  this  description 
coining  from  the  tax  levy  in  p*eference  to  the 
ordinary  type  of  permanent  improvement  which 
is  not  of  an  annually  recurrent  nature.  As  to 
the  $300,000  for  sewers,  it  has  been  the  conception 
of  many  that  that  should  come  from  the  tax  levy 
in  preference  to  highways.  I  do  not  share  that 
belief.  I  believe  that  each  is  of  the  same  im- 
portance, from  the  standpoint  of  being  an  annually 
recurrent  expenditure,  and  should  be  met  trom 
the  tax  levy.  Much  criticism  has  been  leveled 
at  the  Council  during  the  past  two  months  by 
reason  of  its  failure  to  make  these  appropriations 
forthwith.  I  venture  to  say — and  I  say  it  without 
hesitation,  and  I  believe  a  poll  of  this  Council 
will  bear  me  out — that  at  any  time  since  the  meeting 
of  this  Council  in  February  last  that  if  the  Mayor 
had  sent  in  an  appropriation  order  calling  for 
$300,000  for  sewers  and  $300,000  for  highways, 
this  Council  would  have  passed  those  appropria- 
tions within  two  weeks.  However,  the  Mayor 
has  not  seen  his  way  clear  to  do  that.  Hence  the 
delay  has  been  more  attributable  to  the  Mayor 
than  to  the  City  Council.  I  believe,  when  it 
comes  to  the  court  of  last  analysis,  that  the  legis- 
lative and  executive  branches  of  the  government 
should  not  conflict  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
sanitation  and  health  of  the  community  shall  be 
put  in  jeopardy.     For  that  reason,  and  since  imder 
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the  new  oliMrlor  nppropriatious  must  emanate 
from  till)  Mayor  and  cannot  originate  with  the 
Council,  the  Council  has  seen  its  way  now  with 
the  advent  of  spring  to  start  the  expenditure  of 
$300,000  for  hishways.  I,  living  in  the  suburbs, 
perhaps  know  the  necessity  for  the  construction 
of  new  streets  as  much  as  any  member  of  the 
Council.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  a  positive 
calamity  to  the  people  of  the  suburban  sections 
if  new  streets  were  not  built.  Furthermore,  may 
it  please  you,  in  connection  with  the  new  streets 
when  they  are  constructed,  assessments  are  levied 
on  the  abutters.  They  are  all  taxpayers.  The 
unfortunate  part  of  it  is  that  many  streets,  crowded 
with  houses,  are  unaccepted.  In  my  opinion,  if 
this  Council  did  not  at  this  time  start  the  appro- 
priation of  $300,000  for  the  making  of  highways 
it  would  be  a  wrong  and  a  positive  hardship  on 
the  taxpayers  of  the  city  who  live  in  the  suburban 
sections.  In  other  words,  we  have  followed  the 
"pay-as-you-go"  policy  as  far  as  we  can  without 
in  any  way  causing  detriment  to  the  body  politic. 
I  hope  that  the  Mayor  will  take  action  in  the  way 
of  appropriation  orders  for  highways  and  for 
sewers  as  soon  as  may  be,  that  the  citizens  of 
Boston  may  get  their  just  dues. 

The  substitute  order  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance  was  given  Its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 

Yeas — ^Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Kenny,  McDonald — 6. 

Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  action. 

(3)  Report  on  the  order  (referred  April  1)  for  a 
loan  of  $175,000  for  sewerage  works  for  the  South 
End  District — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  first  reading  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Conn.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  this  action  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  is  the  result  of  long 
investigation  and  very  careful  consideration  of  the 
status  of  sewerage  conditions  in  the  South  End. 
On  last  Saturday  afternoon  the  Committee  on 
Finance  made  a  visit  to  the  South  End  in  company 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  his 
assistant,  Mr.  Dorr.  Our  beat  information  is  that 
it  will  require  $175,000  to  start  the  necessary  work 
to  bring  about  the  long  desired  improvement  in 
sewerage  conditions  in  the  South  End.  It  is 
contemplated  that  to  start  with,  an  automatic 
pumping  station  must  be  installed,  and  probably 
a  second  one,  and  that  within  the  loan  order  of 
$175,000  the  department  will  be  enabled  to  proceed 
at  once  for  the  purpose  of  affording  nceessary 
relief  to  the  South  End. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Hale,  Kenny,  McDonald — 7. 

Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  action. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  the  Council 
refused  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken  to-night. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  at 
7.37  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  8,  at  3  p.  m 
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ON   THE   DEATH   OF 


City  Clerk  JOHN  T.  PRIEST, 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  3,   1912. 


DEATH   OF 


City  Clerk  JOHN  T.  PRIEST. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  April  4,  1912. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  1.30  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair  and  a  quorum 
present. 

The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following 
call: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  3,  1912. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  announce  to  you  the 
death  of  City  Clerk  John  T.  Priest,  who  rendered 
the  city  faithful  and  zealous  service  for  thirty-four 
years  as  Assistant  City  Clerk  and  since  1908  as 
City  Clerk.  Mr.  Priest  served  in  the  30th  Regi- 
ment of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia 
during  the  years  1862-1865,  and  lost  one  of  his 
limbs  in  battle.  The  example  of  devotion  to  his 
country  and,  latterly,  to  his  civic  duties,  which  was 
always  given  by  the  late  City  Clerk,  although  suffer- 
ing under  the  burden  of  impaired  health,  should 
prove  to  be  a  strong  lesson  to  all  others  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  municipality. 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber  on  Thursday,  April  4,  1912, 
at  1.30  p.  m.,  to  take  such  action  as  you  may  deem 
proper  to  express  your  sense  of  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  city  and  by  the  public  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Priest. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  John  T.  Priest, 
after  nearly  forty  years  in  the  service  of  the  city 
as  Assistant  City  Clerk  and  City  Clerk,  the  City 
of  Boston  has  suffered  the  loss  of  one  whose  public 
and  private  life  exemplified  in  the  highest  degree 
the  best  type  of  citizenship,  and  the  municipality 
has  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  an  official 
who.se  fidelity  to  duty  and  conspicuous  ability 
distinguished  him  as  an  ideal  public  servant. 

In  recording  our  sorrow  at  his  death  we  believe 
we  express  the  sentiment  not  only  of  the  present 
City  Council,  but  that  of  the  many  hundreds  of 
members  of  the  past  city  councils,  heads  of  depart- 
ments and  other  city  officers  who  are  indebted 
to  the  late  City  Clerk  for  valuable  assistance 
invariably  rendered  in  a  spirit  of  unfailing  courtesy 
and  kindness. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  in 
moving  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  I  wish  to 
say  just  a  few  words.  Prior  to  the  time  when  I 
entered  the  city  government  I  had  never  known 
John  T.  Priest  except  through  his  record  as  a 
public  official.  Shortly  after  coming  into  office 
it  was  my  duty  as  a  member  of  the  city  govern- 
ment to  help  elect  a  city   clerk.     John  T.  Priest 


had  served  the  city  faithfully  as  Assistant  City 
Clerk  for  many  years,  and  on  account  of  the 
splendid  record  he  had  made  I  immediately  made 
up  my  mind  that  he  should  have  my  support  for 
the  office  of  City  Clerk.  I  want  to  say  that  through 
all  my  experience  in  office  here  I  have  never 
regretted  the  support  I  gave  to  that  faithful 
public  servant.  We  all  regret  to-day  that  we 
have  to  offer  such  resolutions.  We  regret  that 
we  have  to  part  with  so  staunch  a  friend,  such  a 
splendid  type  of  manhood,  one  of  the  most  faith- 
ful public  servants  who  ever  held  office,  a  man 
courteous  at  all  times,  faithful  to  every  trust  that 
was  ever  imposed  in  him,  and  who  has  left  us  with 
a  record  that  we  might  well  try  to  emulate.  I 
wish  to  have  the  following  editorials  from  the 
Boston  papers  made  a  part  of  the  record  of  this 
meeting. 

The  following  is  an  editorial  from  the  Boston 
Transcript  of  April  3: 

The  public  service  of  Boston  has  sustained  an 
unusual  loss  in  the  death  of  City  Clerk  John  T. 
Priest.  He  had  served  the  city  for  thirty-eight 
years  and  served  her  faithfully,  though  for  a  year 
or  two  his  health  has  been  so  poor  that  he  could 
not  give  as  much  time  to  his  duties  as  formerly. 
For  most  of  that  time  his  position  was  subordi- 
nate or  at  least  secondary,  but  as  first  assistant, 
city  clerks  might  come  and  city  clerks  go,  the 
affairs  of  the  office  suffered  no  impairment.  Doubt- 
less he  might  have  had  the  full  honors  and  emolu- 
ments long  before  he  received  them  had  he  been 
ambitious  for  them  but  he  preferred  for  most  of 
those  years  his  assured  place  to  the  uncertainties 
of  an  annually  recurring  election.  He  was  a  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  War  and  a  sufferer  for  all  the 
years  following 'from  the  loss  of  a  leg,  which  under- 
went reamputation  once  or  twice  in  the  past 
twenty  years.  He  was  as  modest  an  official  as  he 
was  capable,  personally  genial  and  uncomplaining 
and  his  friends  were  all  who  knew  him. 

The  following  is  an  editorial  from  the  Bo.ston 
Globe  of  April  4: 

Boston  has  lost  a  valuable  public  official  by  the 
death  of  City  Clerk  John  T.  Priest.  For  more 
than  forty  years  he  was  attached  to  the  office  of 
City  Clerk  in  Boston  and  Charlestown.  He  was 
a  close  student  of  municipal  affairs  and  was  widely 
known.  Possessing  an  even  temperament,  cour- 
teous at  all  times  and  expeditious  and  efficient  in 
administering  his  duties,  he  was  deservedly  a  well- 
liked  official. 

Mr.  Priest  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and 
was  an  uncomplaining  sufferer  for  years  from  the 
effects  of  a  gunshot  wound.  His  military  record 
was  a  very  creditable  one,  and  his  comrades  will 
learn  of  his  death  with  sincere  sorrow. 

Faithful  public  servant  and  citizen  of  sterling 
character,  he  will  be  deeply  regretted  by  his  asso- 
ciates in  the  city  government  and  by  a  host  of 
friends  throughout  the  state.  No  greater  eulogy 
can  be  bestowed  on  a  man  than  to  say  that,  without 
ostentation,  he  performed  to  Uie  best  of  his  abilities 
his  duty  to  his  country,  to  his  city,  and  to  his 
friends.     Such  a  man  was  John  T.  Priest. 

The  following  is  an  editorial  from  the  Boston 
PoKt  of  April  4: 

A  good  official,  a  brave  soldier,  a  true  friend 
and  a  citizen  of  flawless  character  passes  on  with 


the  death  of  John  T.  Priest,  Cily  Clerk  of  Boston. 
Ho  loft  u  leu  !>t  Cold  Harbor  to  prove  his  mettle 
as  n  fishter;  he  served  the  city  in  a  subordinate 
but  highb'  important  capacity  for  thirty-four 
years  tlu'ough  all  sorts  of  administration  and 
partisan  policies  and  never  swerved  from  his 
devotion  to  duty  nor  lost  his  ability  to  advance 
with  the  times.  Deserved  reward  came  to  him 
in  19()S  when  he  was  made  City  Clerk  in  name  as 
he  had  been  in  effect  for  so  long.  The  pity  is 
that  it  came  so  late. 

No  one  is  indispensable,  but  men  like  John  T. 
Priest  can  ill  be  lost  to  any  municipal  service. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  respectfully 
second  the  resolutions,  and  in  doing  so  I  wish  to 
pay  my  humble  tribute  as  a  member  of  this  body 
to  a  man  who  for  thirty-eight  years  gave  the  best 
that  was  in  him  to  our  great  city.  Our  late  City 
Clerk  was  a  patriot  on~  the  field  of  battle  from 
1862  to  1865.  and  for  most  of  his  life  since  then 
he  gave  his  rare  abilities  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
An  expert  in  parliamentary  procedure,  a  tried, 
able  and  painstaking  public  servant,  we  all  mourn 
his  loss  sincerely.  Two  years  ago  the  City  Council 
unanimously  elected  Mr.  Priest  City  Clerk,  it 
then  being  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Council 
that  he  was  the  man  for  the  position.  To-day 
the  feeling  is  as  unanimous  that  the  city  has  lost 
a  tried,  able  and  failthful  public  servant. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  unanimous 
rising  vote. 


Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  a  copy 
of  the  resolutions  adopted  this  day  be  engrossed 
and  transmitted  to  the  widow  of  the  late  John  T. 
Priest;  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Passed. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  cause  the  flag 
to  be  lowered  to  half-mast  on  April  6,  the  day  of 
the  funeral  of  the  late  City  Clerk,  John  T.  Priest, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Passed. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  all 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  be  appointed  as 
a  committee  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  John 
T.  Priest,  and  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  provide  a  suitable  floral  tribute  on 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Passed. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  as  a  further 
mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  City 
Clerk,  I  move  that  we  now  adjourn. 


Adjourned  at  1.46  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
April  8,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  8,  1012. 
Heeular   meeting  of  the   City   Council,   held   in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m..  President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair,  and  all 
the  members  present. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  appoint  the  following-named  persons 
constables  of  the  City  of  Bcston,  for  the  term  of 
one  year,  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May, 
1912. 

Commissions  of   Constables   not   named   herein 
will  expire  on  April  30,  1912,  and  such  constables 
are   hereby   removed   from   office   from   and   after 
May  1,  1912,  for  the  good  of  the  service. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


CONNECTED  WITH  OFFICIAL  POSITIONS. 

Timothy  J.  Callahan,  Daniel  B.  Carmody, 
William  K.  Coburn,  William  G.  Dolan,  William  L. 
Drohan,  James  F.  English,  .John  J.  Franey,  James 
Graham,  George  E.  Harrington,  Joseph  Houghton, 
Lawrence  J.  Kelly,  Edward  J.  I-eary,  Frank  L. 
Murphy,  George  H.  Nason,  James  E.  Norton, 
James  O'Connor,  Thomas  J.  O'Keefe,  Alvin  I. 
Phillips. 

Connected  with  Official  Positions,  and  to  Servo 
Without  Bonds. 
Jacob  Barber,  Cornelius  J.  Bresnahan,  John  M. 
Casey,  James  F.  Curran,  Jeremiah  J.  Gilman, 
Thomas  Jordan,  Edward  E.  Moore,  Edward  M. 
Richardson,  John  J.  Sullivan. 

Truant  Officers. 
Francis  P.  Aieta,  George  W.  Bean,  Henry  M. 
Blackwell,  James  Bragdon,  Maurice  F.  Corkery, 
Frank  A.  Dothage,  Joseph  W.  Ferris,  Achillc 
Forte,  John  T.  Hathaway,  Timothy  J.  Kenny, 
David  F.  Long,  William  H.  Marnell,  Michael  J. 
McTiernan,  George  Murphy,  William  A.  O'Brien, 
Richard  F.  Quirk,  George  A.  Sargent,  Amos 
Schaffcr,  William  B.  Shea,  Warren  J.  Stokes,  John 
J.  Sullivan,  Richard  W.  Walsh,  John  H.  Westfall, 
Charles  B.  Wood. 

With  Massachu.setts  S.  P.   C.  T.A. 
Harry   L.   Allen,   Thomas   Langlan,   George   W. 
Splaine,  Edward  S.  Van  Steenbergh. 

With  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

John  A.  Elliot, 

With  Children's  Aid  Society. 

Samuel  C.   Lawrence,   Walter   M.   Stone. 
Not  Connected  With  Official  Positions. 
(To  File  Bonds.) 

Joseph  E.  Allen,  John  F.  Andrews,  Herbert  F. 
Belt,  George  A.  Borofski,  George  W.  Brooker, 
,Tohn  A.  Buswell,  Sherman  H.  Calderwood,  Raffaele 
Camelio,  William  W.  K.  Campbell,  Michael 
Cangiano,  Waldo  H.  Chandler,  James  J.  Clark, 
Julian  Codman,  Andrew  J.  Condon,  William  S. 
Cosgrove,  Cornelius  A.  Coughlin,  Henry  W. 
Cowles,  George  W.  Crawford,  Eugene  S.  Cronin, 
Dominic  Dineen,  Robert  J.  Dooley,  George  G. 
Drew,  Francis  J.  Duffee,  John  A.  Duggan,  John  A. 
Duggan,  Jr.,  Frank  R.  Farrell,  James  Fraser, 
Harris  Freidberg,  Paul  R.  Gast,  James  W.  Gilmore, 
Alton  L.  Goucber,  Sears  H.  Grant,  George  W. 
Green,  Francis  A.  Griffin,  .Joseph  Guttentag, 
Charles  F.  Hale,  George  J.  Hanley,  Otis  H.  Hayes, 


Thomas  F.  Holden,  Edward  L.  Hopkins,  Henry 
George  Hoppe,  Walter  Isidor,  Parker  N.  Jenkins, 
William  H.  Kelly,  Bavil  S.  Kenerson,  Gusteen  I. 
Kcnerson,  Clarence  H.  Knowlton,  Morris  F. 
Lewenberg,  Antonio  Longarini,  William  McCarthy, 
Robert  N.  McClellan,  William  M.  MacDonald, 
Anthony  McNealy,  Daniel  R.  O'Lalor,  Isaiah 
Paine,  Jr.,  William  I.  Paine,  Matthew  J.  Peters, 
Benjamin  F.  Powell,  James  E.  Powers,  Robert 
Reid,  Charles  H.  Reinhart,  St.  Clare  H.  Richardson, 
Nathaniel  G.  Robinson,  Almerindo  Sarno,  David 
Schapero,  Henry  C.  Shrieves,  Morris  I.  Silton, 
William  L.  Simmons,  Huntington  Smith,  Thomas 
H.  Staples,  An.son  Stern,  Moses  H.  Steuer,  Frank 
J.  Sullivan,  William  H.  .Swift,  Fred  G.  Trask, 
William  H.  Travers,  Jeremiah  A.  Twomey,  William 
C.  Wall,  John  J.  Walsh,  James  H.  Waugh,  Harry 
A..  Webber,  John  F.  Welch,  Frank  Yennaco, 
Vincenzo  Yennaco. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


DEPARTMENT    DATA. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  further  compliance  with  your  request  for 
information  as  to  the  employees  of  city  depart- 
ments, I  submit  herewith  data  furnished  by  the 
following  departments: 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Department. 

Printing  Department. 

Registr.v  Department. 

Children's  Institutions  Department. 

Cemetery  Department. 

Park  Department. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
(Annexed  was  data  referred  to.) 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


EXTENSION  OF  ST.  .JAMES  AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  8,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  papers  relating  to  the  pro- 
posed widening  and  extension  of  St.  James  avenue. 
They  comprise  copies  of  a  petition  and  bill  which  I 
intend  to  present  to  the  Legislature;  a  letter  on 
the  subject  addressed  by  me  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  a  communication  from  that  body, 
including  a  report  from  two  of  its  committees 
acting  jointly;  and  letters  from  the  Massachusetts 
Real  Estate  Exchange,  the  Real  Estate  Exchange 
and  Auction  Board,  and  the  Boylston  Street 
Merchants'  Association, — all  favoring  the  proposed 
improvement  and  indorsing  the  bill  as  outlined 
by  the  agents  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad.  Some  of  these  documents 
have  been  sent  directly  to  the  City  Council,  but  I 
forward  them  together  for  completeness  in  the 
records  and  because  they  reveal  an  impressive 
unanimity  of  opinion  in  favor  of  the  measure. 
The.se  representative  bodies  agree  that  if  the  im- 
provement costs  no  more  than  the  amovmt  esti- 
mated, which  is  $100,000,  the  authorizing  act 
should  be  accepted  by  the  city  government. 

As  the  City  Council  must  vote  the  loan  involved, 
even  if  a  referendum  clause  were  not  attached  to 
the  bill,  it  has  seemed  to  me  proper  to  request  an 
expression  of  opinion  in  advance  of  the  passage  of 
the  act  from  your  honorable  body.  My  own 
petition  would  be  much  stronger  if  supported  by 
the  legislative  branch  of  the  city  government, 
while  on  the  other  hand  an  unfriendly  expression 
from  your  honorable  body  would  deprive  the 
petition  of  much  of  its  weight. 

While  the  proposition  in  itself  is  clear  and  all  the 
factors  are  set  out  in  the  correspondence  submitted 
herewith,  I  think  it  proper  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad,  which  would  undoubtedly  be 
the  chief  private  beneficiary  of  the  improvement, 
gives  to  the  citv  land  of  an  estimated  value  of 
$82.5,000,  as  follows: 

Strip  between  Berkeley  and  Arlington 
streets,  containing  60,000  square  feet, 
at  an  estimated  value  of  $5  a  foot ....      $300,000 
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l.aiul  in  llu-  ivni'  of  St.  .Iniiu-s  n\'Oiuio, 

KS.OOO  isqutirc  Icol.,  at  $12.50  a  toot, .  .  .       $225, OOt) 

DiuniiKcs    to    Wostmiiistcr    Chambers, 

assuiucd  l).v  railroad 300,000 

8825,000 


Awaiting  your  views  upon  this  urgent  matter,  I 
remain, 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Ma.vor. 

An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Laying  Out,  Widening, 
Kxtension  and  Construction  of  St.  James  ■ 
AA'enuc  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Section  1.  The  city  of  Boston  for  the  purpose 
of  widening  St.  James  avenue  in  said  city  from 
Trinity  place  to  Berkeley  street,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  said  avenue  from  Berkeley 
street  to  Arlington  street  extended,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  take  in  fee  the  following  land  and 
propei'ty,  being  more  land  and  property  than 
are  needed  for  the  actual  construction  of  such 
widening  and  extension  but  being  no  more  in 
extent  tfian  would  be  sufficient  for  suitable  build- 
ing lots  on  both  sides  of  St.  James  avenue  as 
widened  and  extended;  and  after  so  much  of  the 
land  or  property  has  been  appropriated  as  is  needed 
for  the  purpose  of  widening  and  extending  said 
avenue,  the  city  of  Boston  is  authorized  at  any 
time  to  sell  the  remainder  for  value  with  or 
without  restrictions  through  its  board  of  street 
commissioners  with  the  approval  of  the  mayor. 

a.  A  strip  of  laud  thirty-six  (36)  feet  in  width 
on  the  southerly  side  of  St.  James  avenue  between 
Trinity  place  and  Clarendon  street,  with  the 
buildings  or  parts  of  buildings  'thereon,  and  all 
rights  therein,  bounded  northerly  by  the  southerly 
side  line  of  St.  James  avenue;  westerly  by  the 
easterly  side  line  of  Trinity  place;  southerly  by  a 
line  parallel  with  and  thirty-six  (36)  feet  distant 
southerly  from  the  southerly  side  line  of  said  St. ' 
James  avenue  and  easterly  by  the  westerly  side 
line  of  Clarendon  street. 

b.  A  strip  of  land  one  hundred  forty  (140)  feet 
in  width  on  the  southerly  side  of  St.  James  avenue 
between  Clarendon  street  and  Berkeley  street, 
with  the  buildings  or  parts  of  buildings  thereon, 
and  all  rights  therein,  bounded  northerly  by  the 
southerly  side  line  of  St.  James  avenue  five  hundred 
forty-eight  and  -jj,!  (548.07)  feet;  westerly  by  the 
easterly  side  line  of  Clarendon  street  one  hundred 
forty  (140)  feet;  southerly  by  a  line  parallel  with 
and  distant  one  hundred  forty  (140)  feet  southerly 
from  the  southerly  side  line  of  St.  James  avenue 
five  hundred  forty-eight  and  xSr  (54809)  feet; 
and  easterly  by  the  westerly  side  line  of  Berkeley 
street  one  hundred  forty  (140)  feet. 

c.  A  strip  of  land  between  Berkeley  street  and 
Arlington  street,  and  all  rights  therein,  bounded 
as  follows:  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  easterly, 
side  line  of  Berkeley  street  seventy-five  (75)  feet 
distant  southerly  from  the  southerly  side  line  of 
Providence  street;  thence  running  easterly  by  a 
line  parallel  with  and  seventy-five  (75)  feet  distant 
southerly  from  said  southerly  side  line  of  Providence 
street  five  hundred  seventy-eight  and  ^gs  (578.08) 
feet;  thence  northeasterly  thirty  and  i-,,V  (30.21) 
feet  to  the  westerly  side  line  of  Arlington  street; 
thence  southerly  by  the  westerly  side  line  of 
Arlington  street  one  hundred  nine  and  j^'js  (109.90) 
feet;  thence  westerly  by  a  line  parallel  with  and 
one  hundred  seventy-one  (171)  feet  distant 
southerly  from  said  southerly  side  line  of  Provi- 
dence .street  six  hundred  and  f^',}  (600.20)  feet 
to  the  easterly  side  line  of  Berkeley  street;  thence 
by  the  easterly  side  line  of  Berkeley  street  ninety- 
six  (96)  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Sect.  2.  Said  St.  James  avenue  shall  be  laid 
out  and  widened  to  include  the  whole  of  the  strip 
of  land  described  in  section  1,  clause  a,  the  whole  of 
the  strip  of  land  described  in  section  1,  clause  c, 
and  that  part  of  the  strip  of  land  described  in  sec- 
tion 1,  clause  5,  included  within  a  strip  of  land 
thirty-six  (36)  feet  in  width  between  Clarendon 
street  and  Berkeley  street,  bounded  northerly 
by  the  southerly  side  line  of  St.  James  avenue  as 
now  laid  out;  westerly  by  the  easterly  side  line  of 
Clarendon  street;  southerly  by  a  line  parallel  with 
and  distant  thirty-six  (36)  feet  southerly  from  said 
southerly  side  line  of  St.  James  avenue  as  now  laid 
out  and  easterly  by  the  westerly  side  line  of  Berke- 
ley street,  and  as  so  laid  out  and  widened  shall  be 
constructed  by  said  city. 

Sect.  3.  If  The  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad  Company  shall  convey  to  the 
city  of  Boston,  for  the  benefit  of  and  to  be  appur- 


tenant to  the  land  between  Clarendon  street  and 
Berkeley  street  taken  by  said  cit.v  hereunder,  an 
easement  in  a  passageway  twenty  (20)  feet  in 
width  to  be  laid  out  and  constructed  by  said  rail- 
road company  over  its  own  land  from  Clarendon 
street  to  Berkeley  street,  at  a  grade  substantially 
the  same  as  that  of  St.  James  avenue,  or  at  such 
grade  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  owners  of  the 
land  abutting  on  said  passageway,  the  northerly 
line  of  such  passageway  to  be  parallel  with  and  one 
hundred  four  (104)  feet  distant  from  the  southerly 
side  line  of  St.  James  avenue  as  laid  out  hereunder; 
shall  release  said  city  of  Boston  from  all  damages 
by  reason  of  the  taking  of  any  of  the  land  or  prop- 
erty of  said  railroad  company  under  authority  of 
this  act,  and  shall  pay  to  the  city  of  Boston  such 
sum  as  said  city  may  be  obliged  to  pay  as  damages 
for  the  taking  of  so  much  of  the  land  authorized 
to  be  taken  hereunder  as  lies  on  the  southerly  side 
of  St.  James  avenue  between  Trinity  place  and 
Clarendon  street,  and  as  is  now  or  was  formerly 
owned  by  the  trustees  of  the  Westminster  Cham- 
bers Trust,  and  on  which  now  stands  a  portion  of 
the  building  known  as  the  Westminster  Hotel, 
said  city  of  Boston  shall,  in  consideration  of  such 
conveyance,  release  and  payment,  pay  to  said  rail- 
road company  the  sum  of  two  hundred  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  i,$250,000)  as  damages  for  the  taking 
of  the  land  of  said  railroad  company  included 
within  the  land  described  in  section  1,  clause  6, 
hereof,  and  shall  assume  and  agree  to  pay  all 
assessments,  whether  in  the  nature  of  betterments 
or  otherwise,  which  may  be  assessed  upon,  or 
become  due  and  payable  with  respect  to,  any  land 
now  owned  by  said  The  New  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  Railroad  Company  by  reason  of  the 
widening  and  extension  of  St.  James  avenue,  as 
herein  provided,  or  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act:  provided,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  prohibit  the  making  of  such 
other  agreement  between  said  city  and  said  rail- 
road company  and  upon  such  other  terms,  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  by  said  city  and  said  railroad  com- 
pany, within  one  year  after  the  date  upon  which 
this  act  shall  take  effect. 

Sect.  4.  The  laying  out,  widening,  extension  and 
construction  of  St.  James  avenue,  as  herein  pro- 
vided, shall  be  done  by  the  board  of  street  commis- 
sioners of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  three  hundred  and 
ninety-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  six  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in 
addition  thereto,  so  far  as  applicable,  with  the  fol- 
lowing exceptions:  Said  Board  shall,  on  the  day 
upon  which  the  order  for  making  such  improve- 
ment is  passed,  estimate  the  benefit  or  advantage 
to  each  parcel  of  real  estate,  whether  situated  on 
said  St.  James  avenue  as  widened  and  extended  or 
otherwise,  whether  or  not  lying  within  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  (125)  feet  of  St.  James  avenue 
as  herein  authorized  to  be  widened  and  extended, 
and  whether  or  not  situated  on  another  way  having 
the  same  general  direction  as  said  St.  James 
avenue  and  not  more  than  two  hundred  fifty  (250) 
feet  distant  therefrom,  which  said  board  shall 
adjudge  receives  any  benefit  or  advantage  from  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  improvement,  beyond  the 
general  advantage  to  all  real  estate  in  such  city. 

Said  board,  within  two  years  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  construction  of  said  St.  James 
avenue,  as  herein  provided,  shall  determine  the 
value  of  the  benefit  or  advantage  aforesaid  to 
each  parcel  of  real  estate,  whether  situated  on 
said  St.  James  avenue  as  widened  and  extended 
or  otherwise,  whether  or  not  lying  within  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  (125)  feet  of  St.  James 
avenue  as  herein  authorized  to  be  widened  and 
extended,  and  whether  or  not  situated  on  another 
way  having  the  same  general  direction  as  said 
St.  James  avenue  and  not  more  than  two  hundred 
fifty  (250)  feet  distant  therefrom,  beyond  the 
general  advantage  to  all  real  estate  in  said  city, 
from  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  improvement, 
shall  determine  the  cost  of  such  improvement, 
including  the  expense  of  taking  land  and  all  other 
expenses  in  laying  out  and  constructing  said 
street,  together  w-ith  the  expenses,  not  exceeding 
four  dollars  per  lineal  foot  of  sewer,  of  the  sewer 
and  connections,  except  the  expenses  for  surface 
drainage,  water  pipes,  gas  pipes  and  their  con- 
nections, and  shall  assess  a  proportional  share  of 
said  cost  upon  the  parcels  of  real  estate  determined 
to  be  speciallj'  benefited  as  aforesaid,  but  not 
exceeding  the  total  amount  of  the  benefit  and 
advantage  to  each  such  parcel  as  estimated  or 
determined  as  aforesaid.  Except  as  herein  pro- 
vided, the  provisions  of  said  chapter  three  hundred 
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and  ninety-three  of  the  nets  of  tlie  year  nineteen 
luindretl  and  six  relative  to  the  assessment  and 
eollection  of  betterments  shall  apply  to  better- 
ments assessed  under  this  act. 

Sect.  5.  The  trcasm-er  of  the  city  of  Boston  to. 
pay  the  expenses  incurred  for  such  laying  out, 
widening,  extension  and  con.struetion  shall  from 
time  to  time  issue  and  sell  negotiable  bonds  or 
notes  of  the  said  city  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
and  shall  hold  the  proceeds  of  said  bonds  and  notes 
in  the  treasury  of  the  city  and  pay  therefrom  the 
expenses  aforesaid.  The  said  bonds  or  notes 
shall  not  be  reckoned  in  determining  the  statutory 
limit  of  indebtedness  of  the  city.  Any  sums  of 
money  received  by  said  city  from  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  any  svims 
received  by  .said  city  from  any  betterments  assessed 
under  authority  of  this  act  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  said  bonds  and  notes. 

Sect.  6.  No  taking  shall  be  made  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  after  the  first  day  of  October 
in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve. 

.Sect.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  when  accepted 
by  the  mayor  and  the  city  council  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  when  accepted  by  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company, 
as  evidenced  either  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
directors  of  said  company  present  at  any  duly 
called  meeting  at  which  a  quorum  is  present,  or 
by  a  written  acceptance  of  this  act  signed  by  the 
president  or  a  vice-president  of  said  company, 
provided  such  acceptance  by  said  city  and  by  The 
New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad 
Company  shall  be  made  and  filed  with  the  .secretary 
of  the  commonwealth  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
August  in  the  j'car  nineteen  hundred  and  twelve. 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  25,  1912. 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Boston,  Mass.: 

Gentlemen. — The  recent  action  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  voting  an  appropriation  for  the  extension  of 
Arlington  street  insures  the  speedy  development  of 
the  vacant  land  in  that  section,  but  the  need  of  an 
adequate  thoroughfare  connecting  Copley  .square 
and  Park  square  is  made  more  apparent  than  ever. 
I  understand  that  a  proposition  has  been  presented 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  widening  of 
St.  James  avenue  on  terms  that  are  most  advan- 
tageous to  the  city,  and  if  the  plan  follows  the 
outlines  .submitted  to  me  I  shall  be  glad  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  the  introdviction  of  a  bill,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rules,  which  will  permit  the 
necessary  takings  under  the  new  constitutional 
amendment. 

As  I  understand  it,  the  propo.sition  is  that  St. 
James  avenue  shall  be  widened  and  extended  by 
takings  on  the  southerly  side  and  by  the  contribu- 
tion of  land  owned  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad,  so  that  it  shall  have  a  width 
of  86  feet  from  Trinity  place  to  Berkeley  street,  and 
of  96  feet  from  Berkeley  street  to  Arlington  street 
extended,  inerging  at  that  point  with  Providence 
street,  which  has  already  been  widened  to  a  width 
of  100  feet  from  Arhngton  street  extension  to  Park 
square.  This  is  to  be  accomplished  by  taking  a 
strip  36  feet  wide  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  ave- 
nue from  Trinity  place  to  Clarendon  street,  com- 
prising the  front  portion  of  Westminster  Chambers 
and  the  Hotel  Ludlow;  by  taking  a  strip  140  feet 
wide  on  the  same  side  of  the  avenue  from  Clarendon 
to  Berkeley  street;  and  by  building  a  street  96  feet 
wide  over  the  property  of  the  railroad,  which  will 
be  conveyed  to  the  city  for  this  purpose  as  far  as 
Arlington  street  exten.sion. 

The  railroad  offers  terms  which  seem  to  be 
extremely  liberal.  It  will  give  the  strip  of  land, 
already  mentioned,  necessary  for  the  extension  of 
the  avenue,  between  Berkeley  and  Arlington 
streets,  and  a  strip  70  feet  wide  in  the  rear  of  the 
houses  on  the  southerly  side  of  St.  James  avenue, 
between  Clarendon  and  Berkeley  streets.  It  also 
offers  to  construct  a  passageway  20  feet  wide  from 
Clarendon  to  Berkeley  streets,  south  of  the  last 
named  strip,  and  to  grant  the  city  a  right  of  way 
in  this  passageway.  It  will  waive  all  claims  to 
damages  for  the  taking  of  the  front  of  the  West- 
minster Chambers,  the  estimated  amount  of  these 
damages  being  $300,000.  The  city,  in  return,  is  to 
construct  the  street,  to  assume  all  betterment 
assessments  on  the  property  of  the  railroad,  and  to 
deed  to  the  railroacl  a  parcel  of  land  situated  mid- 
way in  the  block  between  Clarendon  and  Berkeley 
streets,  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  .avenue,   168 


feet  wide  and  104  feet  deep,  the  greater  part  of  this 
parcel  being  merely  a  return  of  land  previously 
given  by  the  railroad  to  the  city. 

The  various  factors  of  the  transaction  are 
enumerated  in  the  following  table: 

Initial  Cost  to  the  City. 

Damages  to  twenty-five  estates  on  the 
southerly  side  of  St.  James  avenue, 
assessed  value,  .$385,000 $5,50,000 

Damages  to  Hotel  Ludlow 100,000 

Damages  to  Westminster  Chambers .  .  300,000 

Taking  of  extra  land  in  rear,  belonging 

to  railroad 250,000 

Construction '  ,50,000 

Total $1,250,000 

Offsets. 
Damages   to   Westminster  Chambers, 

assumed  by  railroad $300,000 

Damages  to  rear  parcels,  assumed  by 

railroad 250,000 

Selling    value    of    parcels    taken    on 

southerly  side  of  St.  James  avenue 

(about  40,000  square  feet  at  $12.50 

a  foot) 500,000 

Betterment  assessments 100,000 

Total $1,150,000 

Net  cost  to  the  city $100,000 

It  is  understood  that  the  bill,  which  has  been 
roughly  drafted,  contains  a  provision  permitting 
assessments  to  be  made  beyond  the  present  limit 
of  125  feet. 

I  believe  that  there  will  be  no  dissent  from  the 
opinion  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
street  improvements  that  could  be  made  in  the 
heart  of  the  city.  It  can  never  be  made  as  cheaply 
as  at  present,  since  the  development  of  the  Park 
square  property  is  sure  to  result  in  an  increase  o  f 
valuation.s  in  that  district.  If  the  net  cost  to  the 
city  will  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
there  should  be  no  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Council  in  accepting  the  act,  which  I  assume 
would  be  made  conditional  upon  its  acceptance 
by  that  body. 

Awaiting  your  views  upon  this  important 
subject,  I  am. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

March  29,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear   Mr.  Mayor, —  On  behalf  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of   your   letter   of   March   25,   in  reference  to  the 
widening  and  extending  of  St.  James  avenue. 

The  matter  was  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  it  agrees  with  you  that 
it  is  important  that  the  city  should  be  put  in  a 
position  where  it  can  take  advantage  of  the  offer 
if,  upon  thorough  investigation  and  consideration, 
it  is  unquestionably  for  the  advantage  of  the  city 
to  do  so.  ' 

With   a   view   to   making  this   possible,    we   arc 
sending  to  each   member  of  the  City  Council  a. 
letter,  copy  of  which  is  inclosed. 
Yours  respectfully, 

J.  Randolph  Coolidge,  Jr., 

First  Vice  President, 
Acting  President. 
James  A.  McKibben, 

Secretary. 
(Inclosures.) 

March  20,  1912. 
To  the  Executive  Committee  and  Board  of  Direc- 
tors: 

The  Joint  Committee  on  City  Planning  and 
Municipal  and  Metropolitan  Affairs  respectfully 
recommends  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
petition  the  Legislature  now  in  session  for  the 
enactment  of  a  bill,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  Provide 
for  the  Widening  and  Extension  of  St.  Jamea 
Avenue  in  the  City  of  Boston."  (Copy  of  the  bill 
is  annexed  hereto.) 

The  Joint  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
improvement  provided  for  in  this  bill  is  very 
desirable.  The  improvement  can  be  made  now 
for  a  small  outlay,  but  a  year  from  now  it  will 
probably  be  impossible  to  do  it  without  a  much 
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liuyor  oxin'iiililuro,  Ms  th<^  whole  siliuiUon  iiuiy  bo 
clmnKt'i-l  l>.v  I  hilt  time,  in  aeconliuice  with  it.s 
rcpoinnu'iuhidon,  the  Joint  Committee  requests 
nuthorit.N'  to  appear  before  the  legislative  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  to  request  the  admission  of  the  bill 
for  consideration  by  the  present  Legislature  and 
in  other  ways  to  forward  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
In  support  of  its  recommendation  the  Joint 
Committee  submits  the  following  statement: 

The  Widening  and  Extension   of   St.   James 
Avenue. 

The  annexed  bill  is  designed,  in  effect,  to  author- 
ize the  widening  and  extension  of  St.  James  avenue 
from  Copley  sqiuirc  to  Park  square  so  as  to  create 
an  arterial  thorouglifare  at  least  96  feet  wide 
throughout.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  do  not 
include  the  section  from  Arlington  street  extended 
to  Park  square,  as  that  is  already  provided  for  by 
a  contract  existing  between  the  city  and  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company, 
relating  to  the  widening  and  change  of  grade  of 
part  of  Providence  street  between  Arlington  street 
extended  and  Park  square,  which  part  is  really  the 
eastern  end  of  St.  James  avenue  as  extended. 

The  Property  Takings. 
The  property  to  be  taken  for  this  improvement 
may  be   conveniently   considered   as  divided   into 
four  sections: 

1.  Between  Trinity   Place  and  Clarendon   Street_ 
The  city  will  take  a  strip  36  feet  wide  on  the 

south  side  of  the  existing  street.  This  involves 
taking  part  of  the  Hotel  Westminster  and  part  of 
the  Ludlow.  The  city,  will  pay  the  damages  to 
both  estates,  but  the  railroad  will  reimburse  it  for 
the  damage  to  the  Westminster,  so  that  the  city 
will  in  effect  only  pay  for  the  damage  to  the  Lud- 
low. 

2.  Between  Clarendon  Street  and  Berkeley  Street. 
There  the  city  will  take  all  the  estates  on  the 

south  side  of  St.  James  avenue,  belonging  to  various 
owners,  and  a  strip  of  land  behind  them,  belonging 
to  the  railroad,  all  the  land  taken,  being  140  feet 
in  depth,  south  from  St.  James  avenue.  The 
existing  street  will  be  widened  36  feet,  and  the  city 
will  have  the  rest  of  the  land,  57,000  square  feet, 
for  sale. 

The  taking  in  this  section  will  be  made  under  the 
Excess  Condemnation  Amendment,  and  is  a 
peculiarly  good  example  of  the  useful  application 
of  that  power,  because  the  estates  on  St.  James 
avenue  are  so  shallow  that,  after  the  street  is 
widened,  the  remnants  would  not  be  deep  enough 
for  useful  improvement,  and  all  the  parcels  back 
on  a  narrow  passageway,  in  which  they  all  have 
rights,  so  that  the  owner  of  any  one  of  them  could 
prevent  the  development  of  all  the  rest  by  keep- 
ing them  permanently  separated  from  the  land 
behind.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  same 
result  could  be  accomplished  by  taking  only  the 
St.  James  avenue  houses,  extinguishing  the  rights 
in  the  passageway,  using  the  front  of  the  lots  for 
the  street  widening  and  selling  the  back  of  the 
lots,  and  the  passageway  to  the  railroad,  or  buying 
enough  land  from  the  railroad  to  add  to  the  rem- 
nants of  the  house  lots  and  make  salable  parcels. 
But  this  does  not  seem  advisable,  because  neither 
the  railroad  nor  the  city  has  authority  to  buy  land 
for  sale  without  express  authority  from  the  Legis- 
lature. And,  if  authority  is  to  be  asked  for,  the 
transaction  may  as  well  be  made  by  way  of  excess 
condemnation,  which  is  simpler,  and  which  also 
disposes  of  any  questions  of  title  arising  from 
possible  rights  in  the  passageway  remaining  in  the 
heirs  of  the  original  grantor. 

The  city  will  have  to  pay  for  the  estates  fronting 
on  St.  James  avenue,  together  containing  38,365 
square  feet,  and  for  the  railroad  land,  containing 
38,366  square  feet.  The  railroad  will  lay  out  and 
construct  a  common  passageway  20  feet  wide  in 
rear  of  the  land  taken,  and  will  convey  to  the  city 
rights  in  this  passageway.  For  the  land  so  taken, 
and  for  the  rights  in  the  passageway  the  railroad 
will  accept  l$250,000  as  damages,  or  it  will,  if 
authority  therefor  is  subsequently  obtained  from 
the  Legislature,  accept  in  lieu  of  1250,000  a  lot  of 
land  on  St.  James  avenue  as  widened  an3  extended, 
having  a  frontage  of  168  feet  on  the  avenue  and 
containing  about  17,340  square  feet,  being  part  of 
the  57,000  feet,  which  the  city  will  have  for  sale. 

3.     Between  Berkeley  Street  and  Arlington  Street. 

Only  enough  land  is  to  be  taken  in  this  section 

or  the  street.     The  parcel  so  taken  will  contain 


about  60,.')1()  square   feet  and  for  it  the   city  will 
pay  nothing  to  the  railroad. 

4.     Between  Arlington   Street   and    Park    Square. 
This  section  is  already  provided  for  wholly  at 
the  cost  of  the  railroad,  both  as  to  land  and  con- 
struction, and  need  not  be  considered  further  here. 

The  Cost  of  the  Improvement. 

The  city  will  pay  for  the  construction  of  the  road 
in  all  sections  except  between  Arlington  street  and 
Park  square. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  assessment  of  'better- 
ments on  all  property  benefited  beyond  the  general 
benefit  without  the  restriction  to  estates  within 
125  feet  or  the  exemption  of  estates  on  substan- 
tially parallel  street.  But  it  exempts  the  remaining 
land  of  the  railroad  from  assessment  in  considera- 
tion of  the  land  given  and  the  damages  to  the 
Westminster  assumed  by  the  railroad. 

The  cost  of  the  whole  improvement  should  be 
approximately  as  follows: 

Damages  to  the  Ludlow $100,000 

Damages  to  the  Westminster 300,000 

Taking  of  houses  on  St.  James  avenue, 

between     Clarendon      street      and 

Berkeley  street 550,000 

For  railroad  land  south  of  St.  James 

avenue,    between   Clarendon   street 

and  Berkeley  street 2.50,000 

Construction 50,000 


$1,250,000 


Of    this    the    city   will    get    back    for 

damages  to  the  Westminster $300,000 

And    will    have    land    to    sell    worth 

approximately 750,000 

$1,050,000 
So  the  expense  would  be  about $200,000 

Of  this  the  city  can  undoubtedly  recover  one- 
half  in  betterments,  making  the  total  expense 
$100,000.  Furthermore,  undoubtedly,  the  road 
would  be  willing  to  take  part  of  the  land  that  the 
city  will  have  for  sale  in  lieu  of  its  $2.50,000,  or 
would  be  willing  to  delay  collecting  its  money 
until  after  the  city  had  sold  the  land.  In  either 
case  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  raise  the  whole 
authorization  loan. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  such  a  thorough- 
fare as  the  proposed  St.  James  avenue  will  not 
only  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  city  as  a  whole, 
but  will  materially  improve  the  character  and  value 
of  the  property  in  its  neighborhood,  so  that  the 
city  will  receive  much  larger  annual  taxes  than  it 
would  if  no  such  avenue,  or  an  inferior  one,  were 
built. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WlLLL-lM    B.    MUNROE, 

Chairman. 
Francis  R.  Bangs, 
,  Marshall  F.  Blanch.vbd, 

Samuel  B.  Capen, 
Harry  J.  Carlson, 
Sturgis  Coffin,  2d, 
William  C.  Ewing, 
Amasa  C.  Gould, 
Hammond  V.  Hayes, 
WiLLi-\M  P.  O'Brien, 
Renton  Whidden, 
Frederick  S.  Whitwell, 
Joseph  R.  Yendley, 

Committee  on  Municipal  and 
Metropolitan  .4ffairs. 
Augustus  S.  Cobb, 
Cyrus  Y.  Ferris, 
Albert  F.  Flint, 
M.\TTHEW  J.  Fox, 
Joseph  Earl  Perry, 

Associate  Members. 
Herbert  J.  Kellaw-^y, 

Acting  Chairman. 
Fr.vnk  a.  Bourne, 
John  Nolen, 
Frederick  L.4.W  Olmsted, 
James  W.  Rollins, 
Arthur  A.  Shurtleff, 

Committee  on  City  Planning. 
Robert  P.  Bellows, 
Harold  K.  Wead, 
G.  H.  Petri, 

Associate  Members. 
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Note. — -Mr.  Henry  E.  Hagan  of  the  Committea 
on  Municipal  Metropolitan  Affairs  dissents  from 
the  above  report. 


Massachusetts  Real  Estate  Exchange, 

Boston,  March  29,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Ma.vor  of  Boston : 

Dear  Sir, — The  ooramunication  of  your  Honor 
regarding  the  widening  of  St.  James  avenue  is  at 
hand,  and  in  reply  we  would  say  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts Real  Estate  Exchange  is  of  the  opinion 
that  a  main  thoroughfare  between  Park  square 
and  Copley  square  is  much  needed,  and  that  the 
proposed  widening  and  extension  of  St.  James 
avenue  would  without  question  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  public. 

Such  a  thoroughfare  as  is  projected  would  have 
a  tendency  to  relieve  the  congestion  of  traffic  on 
Boylston  street,  and  such  relief  will  become  im- 
perative from  some  source  within  a  few  years. 

Such  development  would  also  result  in  the  open- 
ing up  of  the  vacant  land  in  the  .section  around 
Park  square  and  Copley  square,  bringing  a  large 
area  into  the  market  for  business  purposes. 

If  it  is  possible  for  the  details  of  the  plan  to  be 
worked  out  in  a  manner  .satisfactory  to  all  parties 
concerned,  with  the  approximate  expense  of  only 
$100,000  to  the  City  of  Boston,  it  certainly  would 
appear  to  be  advisable  for  the  necessary  steps  to  be 
taken  to  secure  such  widening  and  extension  as  is 
proposed. 

Very  truly  yours, 

In  behalf  of  the 

Mas8.\chu8etts  Real  Estate  Exchange, 

by  John  J.  Martin,  President. 


Real  Estate  Exchange  and  Auction  Board, 
Boston,  April  2,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Your  communication  regarding  the 
proposed  new  St.  James  avenue  was  considered 
by  the  directors  of  this  Exchange  at  a  meeting  held 
.yesterday,  together  with  other  letters,  plans,  and 
a  proposed  permissive  legislative  act,  and  it  was 
thought  such  a  broad  central  thoroughfare  would 
be  a  highly  desirable  acquisition,  if  it  could  be 
obtained  at  a  cost  to  the  city  not  exceeding  $100,000, 
arid  that  the  first  steps  to  obtain  necessary  per- 
missive legislation  should  be  now  taken. 

It  was  also  thought  that  inasmuch  as  competent 
authorities  were  willing  to  assert  that  the  enter- 
prise would  not  cost  the  city  more  than  $100,000, 
if  any,  it  would  be  much  facilitated  if  the  railroad 
company  would  be  willing  to  guarantee  the  city  such 
limitation  of  cost. 

Copies  of  votes  passed  by  the  directors  following 
the  discussion  are  as  follows: 

Voted,  That  the  directors  of  the  Real  Estate 
Exchange  and  Auction  Board  approve  the  proposi- 
tion for  the  widening  and  extension  of  St.  James 
avenue,  provided  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  agrees  to  assume  all  cost  to  the 
city,  if  any,  in  excess  of  $100,000. 

Voted,  That  the  directors  of  the  Real  Estate 
Exchange  and  Auction  Board  join  with  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  in  requesting  the  City  Council 
to  authorize  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  present 
Legislature  for  permissive  legislation  covering  the 
proposed  widening  and  extension  of  St.  James 
avenue. 

Respectfully  yours, 
F.  H.  ViAUX,  Secretary-Treasurer. 


Boylston  Street  Merchants'  Association, 

Bo.ston,  March  30,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir,— The  Association  has  been  watching 
with  interest  and  approval  the  development  of  the 
so-called  Park  square  property  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company. 
So  large  a  tract  of  vacant  land  has  not  only  been 
a  blight  upon  this  section  of  the  city,  but  the  lack 
of  streets  across  the  property  has  prevented  free 
communication  between  dilTerent  parts  of  the  sur- 
rounding district  and  has  seriously  impeded  a 
healthful  growth  and  development  of  this  section 
of  the  city.  The  extension  of  Arlington  street, 
largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  your  Honor,  will  do 
much  to  remed.y  this  condition,  but,  in  order  to 
completely   remedy   it,   a  street   should   be   built 


through  the  property  in  an  east  and  west  direction, 
connecting  Copley  square  with  Park  square  and 
with  Eliot  street  and  relieving  the  congestion  on- 
Boylston  street,  which  now  affords  almost  the  only 
means  of  communication  between  the  shopping 
district  and  the  west  end  of  the  city. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  we  should  not 
feel  like  calling  to  .vour  attention  at  this  time 
another  important  improvement  in  this  section  of 
the  city  so  soon  after  the  generous  treatment  we 
have  received  from  the  public  authorities  in  the 
matter  of  the  extension  of  Arlington  street,  but  an 
unusual  opportunit.v  presents  itself  to  secure  a 
needed  east  and  west  thoroughfare  at  almost 
nominal  cost  if  action  is  taken  at  this  time.  It  is 
not  the  activity  of  our  association  or  the  activity 
of  others  interested  in  this  improvement  which, 
forces  it  on  the  attention  of  the  city,  but  rather 
it  is  forced  on  the  attention  of  all  of  us  b.v  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances  beyond  our  control 
which  affords  an  opportunity  to  make  this  improve- 
ment, such  as  will  never  occur  again.  Never  before 
in  the  history  of  this  country  has  so  large  a  tract 
of  vacant  land,  situated  so  near  the  heart  of  a 
great  city  and  intimately  connected  with  the 
future  growth  and  development  of  the  city,  been 
placed  upon  the  market  at  one  time,  and  this 
extraordinary  situation  calls  for  extraordinary 
measures  in  order  that  the  interests  of  the  city  may 
be  properly  safeguarded. 

For  two  years  past  streets  have  been  under  con- 
struction on  this  property  and  sewers  have  been 
built,  all  under  the  supervision  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  public  authorities,  but  largely 
at  the  expense  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company.  No  provision  has, 
however,  been  made  as  yet  for  the  extension  of  St. 
James  avenue  from  Berkeley  street  to  Arlington 
street.  From  Arlington  street  to  Park  square, 
Providence  street  has  been  widened  to  100  feet 
and  provision  has  been  made  at  Arlington  street 
i'or  an  open  space,  which  makes  it  possible,  by  a 
slight  deflection  which  will  in  no  way  impede 
the  free  movement  of  traffic,  to  connect  with  an 
extension  of  St.  James  avenue.  It  seems  likely 
that  such  an  extension  will  be  made  by  the  railroad 
company  in  any  event  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
up  its  land,  but  we  have  no  assurance  that  this 
will  be  done  and.  if  it  is  done,  there  is  no  assurance 
that  it  will  be  built  of  such  a  width  as  an  adequate 
development  of  this  section  of  the  city  seems 
to  make  desirable.  St.  James  avenue,  from 
Trinity  place  to  Berkeley  .street,  is  only  50  feet 
wide,  and  it  seems  unreasonable  to  expect  that 
the  railroad  company,  if  it  should  extend  the 
street  from  Berkeley  street  to  Arlington  street, 
would  make  it  materially  wider  than  it  now  is, 
unless  some  steps  are  taken  by  the  city  to  widen 
the  portion  between  Berkeley  street  and  Trinity 
place. 

We  are  informed  that,  if  the  city  will  widen 
the  portion  between  Berkeley  street  and  Trinity 
place  by  taking  a  strip  30  feet  wide  on  the  southerly 
side  and  adding  it  to  the  present  street,  the  rail- 
road company  will  be  willing  to  give  the  city  the 
land  necessary  for  the  extension  of  the  street 
from  Berkeley  street  to  Arlington  street  at  a  width 
of  96  feet.  We  are  further  informed  that  a  plan 
for  this  widening  and  extension  has  been  carefully 
devised  along  the  following  lines: 

1.  Between  Trinity  place  and  Clarendon 
street  it  is  proposed  that  only  so  much  land 
shall  be  taken  as  is  needed  for  the  increased  width 
of  the  street.  It  is  proposed  that  the  railroad 
company  shall  pay  any  damages  incurred  by  taking 
the  land  under  the  Westminster  Hotel  and  that 
the  cit.v  shall  pay  the  damages  for  the  land  taken 
under  the  apartment  house  known  as  the  Ludlow, 

2.  It  is  proposed  that  between  Clarendon 
street  and  Berkeley  street  the  city  shall  take, 
under  authority  from  the  Legislature,  a  strip  of 
land  140  feet  wide  on  the  southerly  side  of  the 
street,  now  occupied  in  part  by  a  row  of  dwelling 
houses,  and  in  part  belonging  to  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  railroad  company  shall 
lay  out  and  construct  a  passageway  20  feet  wide 
along  the  rear  of  the  land  so  taken  and  convey  to 
the  city  rights  in  the  passageway  as  appurtenant 
to  the  land  so  taken.  It  is  also  proposed  that 
the  railroad  company  shall  agree,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Legislature,  to  take  a  lot  of  land 
lb8  feet  front  by  104  feet  deep,  in  the  middle  of 
the  block  on  the  street  as  widened,  in  exchange 
for  43,840  feet  of  its  rear  land,  which  would  be 
taken  by  or  deeded  to  the  city,  so  that  after  a 
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strip  111  hiiul  36  li'Ol  wido.  part  ol  t.luit  l.aUi'ii  1>.\' 
tho  city,  has  been  luidod  to  >St.  .laiues  avenue,  the 
city  will  have  for  sale  a  lot  of  land  on  the  corner 
of  Berkeley  street  and  St.  James  avenue  as  widened, 
containing  19,701  square  feet,  and  a  lot  of  land  on 
the  corner  of  Clarendon  street  and  St.  James 
avenue  as  widened,  containing  19,759  square  feet. 
It  is  believed  that  these  lots  can  be  readily  dis- 
posed of  by  the  city  for  not  less  than  $500,000 
after  the  improvement  is  made. 

3.  From  Berkeley  street  to  Arlington  street  it 
is  proposed  that  the  railroad  company  shall  give 
the  necessary  land. 

We  are  informed  that  if  this  proposal  is  carried 
out  the  financial  results  to  the  city  will  probably 
be  as  follows: 

The  city  will  have  to  pay: 

1.  For  damages  to  the  Ludlow .«100,000 

2.  For   taking   all   the   houses  on   the 

south  side  of  St.  James  avenue,  _ 
assessed  in  the  aggregate  at  about 
$380,000 550,000 

3.  For  expenses  of  construction .50,000 

Making  a  total  original  outlay  of $700,000 


As  an  offset  to  this  we  are  advised  that  the 
resulting  lots  on  St.  James  avenue  as  widened  can 
be  sold  for  $500,000,  and  that  if  authority  can  be 
secured  from  the  Legislature  for  assessing  better- 
ments on  all  property  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment, whether  or  not  within  the  limit  of  125  feet 
which  applies  to  street  improvements  under  the 
general  law,  there  can  easily  be  collected  in  better- 
ments, moderate  in  amount  as  regards  any  one 
estate,  not  less  than  $100,000.  So  that  the  net 
cost  to  the  city  of  securing  a  broad  and  convenient 
thoroughfare  from  Copley  square  to  Park  square 
will  not  exceed  $100,000,  and  if  it  cost  twice  that 
amount  we  think  it  would  be  cheap. 

We  believe  that  there  is  need  for  such  a  thor- 
oughfare at  the  present  time  and  that  the  need 
will  increase  as  the  years  go  on.  Boylston  street 
is  now  practically  the  only  connecting  link  between 
the  downtown  district  and  the  west  end  of  the 
city.  The  widening  and  extension  of  St.  James 
avenue,  leading  as  it  will  into  Eliot  street,  will 
afford  another  and  parallel  connection,  and  not 
only  relieve  one  of  our  most  crowded  thorough- 
fares but  stimulate  the  expansion  of  business 
westward  along  Tremont  street  and  Washington 
street  and  generally  increase  the  taxable  value 
of  all  the  property  tributary  to  this  thoroughfare. 

In  order  that  the  city  may  avail  itself  of  this 
remarkable  opportunity,  it  is  necessary  that 
authority  be  secured  from  the  present  session  of 
the  Legislature.  The  development  of  the  Park 
square  property  has  reached  a  point  where  all 
streets  upon  the  property  can,  and  probably  will, 
be  completed  during  the  coming  summer,  and  it 
is  morally  certain  that  before  another  session  of  the 
Legislature  valuable  buildings  will  be  erected  to 
conform  to  whatever  street  lines  are  established 
within  the  next  few  months.  If  St.  James  avenue 
is  extended  from  Berkeley  street  to  Arlington 
street  by  the  railroad  company  only  at  such  width 
as  would  be  justified  in  view  of  the  fact  that  St. 
James  avenue  between  Berkeley  street  and  Copley 
square  has  a  width  of  only  50  feet,  and  buildings 
should  be  built  on  this  narrow  extension,  the 
improvement,  which  is  now  possible  at  a  merely 
nominal  cost,  could  be  accomplished  only  at  very 
large  expense  and  by  destroying  buildings  in 
process  of  erection  or  recently  erected,  an  act 
which  in  itself  would  greatly  retard  the  develop- 
ment of  this  section.  Furthermore,  the  opening 
of  such  an  extension  by  the  railroad  company 
would  make  the  present  St.  James  avenue  a  through 
street,  which  would '  greatly  enhance  the  value 
of  all  property  upon  it,  so  that  any  widening  of 
the  present  St.  James  avenue,  made  a  year  hence, 
,  would  be  much  more  costly  than  if  made  at  the 
present  time. 

Having  in  view  all  these  circumstances  and 
recognizing  the  exceptional  opportunity  which 
now  exists  to  secure  a  much  needed  improvement, 
we  respectfully  request  you  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  needed  authority  and  promise  you 
our  cordial  support  in  your  efforts  to  secure  it. 
Yours  very  truly, 
E.  E.  Conway,  Acting  President, 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TKANSFER    OF    BALANCES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  3,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  transmit  the  accompanying  communi- 
cation from  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Conunissioners,  which  refers  to  the  order  trans- 
ferring four  balances  of  appropriations  from  park 
improvements  to  the  appropriation  for  Playground 
Improvements. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

April  1,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  revise  the  suggestions  made  in 
my  note  to  you  of  February  17,  1912,  regarding 
vmexpended  balances?  You  have  asked  that  we 
specify  more  exactly  how  they  should  be  spent. 

There  remains  of  the  Columbus  avenue  gate 
appropriations  a  balance  of  $900. 

We  suggest  that  this  be  spent  as  far  as  it  will  go 
on  the  Charlestown  Playground  at  Sullivan  square, 
for  the  improvement  of  which  we  hope  you  will 
shortly  make  still  an  additional  appropriation. 

Of  the  Marine  Park  pier  head  appropriation  there 
remains  unspent  $850. 

This  we  propose  to  spend  as  far  as  it  will  go 
towards  an  iron  fence  and  a  granolithic  paving,  but 
to  this  sum  we  will  add  some  money  from  the  next 
item. 

Of  the  appropriation  for  recreation  ground  at  E 
and  Eighth  streets,  being  the  Howe  Memorial,  there 
re  mains  the  appropriation  of  $5,000. 

We  suggest  that  this  be  spent  partly  on  the  finish 
of  the  pier  head  as  above  mentioned  and  partly 
in  planting  trees  on  Castle  Island  and  partly  in 
grading  at  the  Strandw'ay  and  at  Marine  Park. 

Of  the  Wood  Island  Park  bandstand  appropria- 
tion there  remains  the  full  appropriation  of  $500. 

As  this  is  not  enough  to  build  a  bandstand,  we 
suggest  that  it  be  turned  over  to  much  needed 
improvements  on  the  locker  buildjng. 

Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ABANDONMENT   OF   EASEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  2,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  inclosing  a  notice 
to  the  City  Council,  that  the  sewerage  rights  and 
easements  required  by  the  city  in  two  parcels  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  making  a'  new  covered 
channel  for  iStony  brook,  from  a  point  near  Boylston 
station  to  a  point  on  Washington  street  near  the 
Jamaica  Plain  station  of  the  Boston  and  Providence 
Railroad,  are  no  longer  required  for  public  pur- 
poses. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  the  City  of  Boston,  by  two  orders  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed,  respec- 
tively, July  21,  1899,  and  Nov.  7,  1899,  acquired 
easements  for  sewerage  purposes  in  two  parcels  of 
land,  now  or  formerly  belonging  to  John  Carr  and 
others,  trustees,  taken  for  the  purpose  of  altering 
the  course  of,  and  making  a  new  covered  channel 
for^  Stony  brook,  from  a  point  near  Boylston  Sta- 
tion to  a  point  on  Washington  street,  near  the 
Jamaica  Plain  Station  of  the  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence Railroad;  and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of 
said  city,  now  having  charge  of  said  easements,  has 
notified  the  City  Council  that,  in  his  opinion,  said 
easements  are  no  longer  required  for  public  pur- 
poses; 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city  and  in  accordanxje  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  25,  section  50,  of  the  Revised  Laws  of 
Massachusetts,  to  declare  the  sewerage  rights  and 


APRIL    8,    1912. 


86 


easements  so  taken,  to  be  abandoned,  said  declara- 
tion of  abandonment  to  be  made  for  a  nominal 
consideration;  said  parcels  of  land  being  described 
as  follows: 

One  parcel  bounded  southeast  by  the  taking  for 
said  Stony  brook  made  under  chapter  223  of  the 
Acts  of  the  year  1868,  forty-five  feet;  west  by 
other  land  of  Carr  and  others,  trustees,  twenty- 
eight  and  fa",,  feet;  southwest  by  the  same,  seventy- 
nine  and  fjo  feet;  northwest  by  the  same  and  by 
land  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Company,  ninety-two  and  x'n'ij  feet;  north- 
east by  land  taken  from  unknown  owners,  twenty 
feet;  again  southeast  by  land  of  Carr  and  others, 
trustees,  sixty-eight  and  /(j'o  feet;  and  again  north- 
east by  the  same,  eighty-one  and  /„'„  feet;  contain- 
ing four  thousand  seventy-nine  square  feet,  more  or 
less;  said  parcel  of  land  being  shown  on  a  plan 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Sewer  Service,  marked  "Stony  Brook,  We.st 
Roxbury,  July  21,  1899,  William  .lackson.  City 
Engineer,  K-.'JOT."  Another  parcel  of  land 
bounded  southeast  by  the  taking  for  said  Stony 
brook,  made  under  chapter  223  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  year  1868,  thirty-three  and  fg^ 
feet;  southwest  by  other  land  taken  from  said  Carr 
and  others,  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the 
course  of,  and  making  a  new  and  covered  channel 
for,  said  Stony  brook,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  .Iidy  21,  1899,  eighty-one 
and  f^^  feet;  northwest  by  the  same,  thirty-five 
feet;  and  northeast  by  other  land  of  said  Carr  and 
others,  trustees,  and  of  Patrick  Meehan,  by  two 
measurements,  twenty-seven  and  -i%-  feet  and 
fifty-six  and  1%  feet;  containing  twenty-nine 
hundred  thirty-six  square  feet,  more  or  less,  as 
•shown  on  a  plan  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  Sewer  Service,  marked 
"City  of  Boston,  Stony  Brook,  West  Roxbury, 
October  6,  1899,  William  Jackson,  City  Engineer, 
K-366." 

Public  Works  Department, 

■    April  1,  1912. 
To  the  Mayor: 

Sir,— In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter 
25,  section  50,  of  the  Revised  Laws  of  Massa- 
chusetts, I  inclose  herewith  notice  to  the  City 
Council,  that  the  sewerage  rights  and  easements 
acquired  bj'  the  City  of  Boston  in  two  parcels  of 
land,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, passed  July  21,  1899,  for  the  purpo.se 
of  altering  the  course  of  and  making  a  new  covered 
channel  for  Stony  brook,  from  a  point  near  Boylston 
station  to  a  point  on  Washington  street  near  the 
Jamaica  Plain  station  of  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad,  and  by  another  order  of  said  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  November  7,  1899, 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  now  in  ray  charge,  are 
no  longer  required  for  public  purposes. 
Respectfully, 

L.  K.  ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Public  Works  Department, 

."^pril  1,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  Commis.sioner  qf  Public  Works,  now  having 
charge  of  the  sewerage  rights  and  easements  in  a 
parcel  of  land  taken  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  July  21,  1899,  for 
the  purpose  of  altering  the  course  of  and  making  a 
new  covered  channel  for  Stony  brook,  from  a  point 
near  Boj'lston  station  to  a  point  on  Washington 
•street  near  the  Jamaica  Plain  station  of  the  Boston 
&  Providence  Railroad,  said  parcel  of  land  being 
supposed  to  belong  to  John  Carr  and  others, 
tru.stees;  and  in  another  parcel  of  land  suppoised  to 
belong  to  the  .same  owners,  taken  by  an  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed  Novem- 
ber 7,  1899,  for  the  same  purpose;  hereby  notifies 
your  honorable  body  that,  in  his  opinion,  said 
sewerage  rights  and  easements  in  said  parcels  of 
land,  as  hereinafter  described,  and  now  in  his 
charge,  are  no  longer  re(|uired  for  public  purposes 
and  requests  that  you  will  authorize  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  25,  section  50,  of  the  Revised  Laws  of 
Massachusetts,  to  declare  said  sewerage  rights  and 
easements  abandoned,  said  declaration  of  aban- 
donment to  be  made  for  a  nominal  consideration; 
said  parcels  of  land  being  described  as  follows; 
Bounded  southeast  by  the  taking  for  said  Stony 
brook  made  under  chapter  223  of  the  Acts  of  the 
year  1868,  forty-five  feet;    west  by  other  land  of 


Carr  and  others,  trustees,  twenty-eight  and  t^n' 
feet;  southwest  by  the  same,  seventy-nine  and  /(j\, 
feet;  northwest  by  the  same  and  by  land  supposed 
to  belong  to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company, 
ninety-two  and  iVo  feet;  northeast  by  land  taken 
from  unknown  owners,  twenty  feet;  again  south- 
east by  land  of  Carr  and  others,  trustees,  sixty- 
eight  and  1%  feet;  and  again  northeast  by  the 
same,  eighty-one  and  }^\j  feet;  containing  four 
thousand  seventy-nine  square  feet,  more  or  less; 
•said  parcel  of  land  being  shown  on  a  plan  depo^sitecl 
in  the  office  of  the  Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  Service,  marked  "Stony  Brook,  West 
Roxbury,  July  21,  1899,  William  Jackson,  City 
Engineer,  K-367,"  Also  another  parcel  of  land 
bounded  southeast  by  the  taking  for  said  Stony 
brook  made  under  chapter  223  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  year  1868,  thirty-three  and  -fg^ 
feet;  southwest  by  other  land  taken  from  said 
Carr  and  others,  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  altering 
the  course  of  and  making  a  new  covered  channel  for 
said  Stony  brook,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  July  21,  1899, 
eighty-one  and  j^'j  feet;  northwest  by  the  same, 
thirty-five  feet;  and  northeast  by  other  land  of 
said  Carr  and  others,  trustees,  and  of  Patrick 
Meehan,  by  two  measurements,  twenty-seven 
and  fid  feet  and  fifty-six  and  -^g^  feet;  containing 
twenty-nine  himdred  thirty-six  square  feet,  more 
or  less,  as  shown  on  a  plan  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  Sewer  Service, 
marked  "City  of  Boston,  Stony  Brook,  West 
Roxbury,  October  6,  1899,  William  Jackson,  City 
.Engineer,  K-306." 

Respectfully, 

L.  K.  RoURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

American  Paper  Stock  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  at  161  Albany  street,  by  bursting 
of  a  water  pipe.  , 

Bernard  Canavan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  carriage  by  a  defect  in  the  highway  at  44 
Green  street. 

Pietfo  A.  Ma.ssa,  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on 
account  of  injuries  received  while  at  work  for  the 
city. 

G.  E.  Andenson,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  8  Hopedaie  street  by  the  freezing  of  a  water 
service  pipe. 

Annie  M.  Clark,  for  compensation  for  damage' 
to  property  on  Harvard  and  Glenway  streets  by 
overflow  of  sewer. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement,  viz.: 

Alice  Ready  Jordan,  for  permit  for  children  to 
appear  at  Huntington  Chambers  Hall,  April  15, 
evening. 

The  Milk  &  Baby  Hygiene  Association,  Charles- 
town  station,  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Charlestown,  on 
April  19-20,  afternoon  and  evening. 

Edward  F.  Martin,  St.  Augu.stinc's  Hall,  evening 
of  April  10. 

Rev.  J.  J.  McCarthy,  Boston  College  Hall,  even- 
ings of  Mav  10-17. 

William  W.  Locke,  Copley  Hall,  April  25. 


COAL   AND   COKE    LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  rece-ved. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  of  proposed  contract  be- 
tween members  of  the  Fire  Department  and  said 
department,  for  purchase  of  gasolene  launch. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  locations  to  the  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company,  as  follows: 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Extension  of  time,  34()th  location,  alteration  in 
37t5th  location,  alteration  in  377tli  location,  altera- 
tion in  37Stli  location,  alteration  37'.)th  location, 
alteration  3S0th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE    OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  tlic  hereinafter 
nanied  parties  certif.ving  that  the  following  named 
buildings  were  occupied  for  the  storage  of  explo- 
sives, and  of  intention  of  continuing  such  use  for 
the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Boston  Electric  Railway  Company,  552  Har- 
rison avenue. 

The  same  company,  363  Dorchester  avenue. 

The  same  company,  Bartlett  and  Washington 
streets. 

The  same  company,  439  Albany  street. 

The   same   company,    Sullivan   square. 

Thomas  B.  Jeffery  Company  of  New  England, 
118  West  Brookline  street. 

Edward  A.  Grout  &  Co.,  Ill  Summer  street. 

John  F.  Beatty,  5  Floyd  street.  Ward  19. 

Ansco  Company,  46  Cornhill. 

Peerless  Motor  Car  Company  of  New  England, 
660  Beacon  street.  Ward  11. 

E.   Bedelander,   57  Aldie  .street. 

Placed  on  file. 


LIST   OF   ASSESSORS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  March  30,  1912. 
Mr.  Wilfred  J.  Do.yle, 

Assistant  City  Clerk: 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  advise  you  that  by  vote  of 
this  Board  the  following  five  First  and  fiftj'  Second 
Assistant  Assessors  have  been  appointed  this  year: 

First  Assistant  Assessors:  Patrick  F.  Carlej%  to 
fill  vacancy  caused  by  death,  for  period  ending 
April  1,  1914;  John  J.  Dailey,  Joseph  J.  Houston, 
Arthur  C.  Quincy,  Frank  B.  Webster,  each  to  serve 
for  a  term  of  three  .years  beginning  April  1,  1912. 

Second  Assistant  Assessors,  to  serve  from  April  1, 
1912,  to  April  1,  1913:  Loyal  L.  Jenkins,  George  E. 
Leet,  Thomas  Boyd,  Edward  F.  White,  Lucian  J. 
Priest,  James  V.  Doherty,  Ernest  Martini,  John  A. 
Badaracco,  James  McNulty,  Saverio  R.  Romano, 
Willard  E.  Corliss,  Edward  Carroll,  William  J. 
Keenan,  Alonzo  H.  Pulverman,  Jacob  Rosenberg, 
Simon  Goldberg,  Charles  S.  Stone,  George  F.  Tal- 
ham,  William  A.  Brade,  Edward  Lienemann,  Fred- 
erick F.  Smith,  Jerome  J.  Crowley,  C.  Alford  Wil- 
ton, Charles  H.  Turner,  Joseph  F.  Ripp,  John  J. 
Quintan,  Cornelius  M.  Liston,  John  S.  McDonough, 
Jacob  Cohen,  James  H.  Mugridge,  John  S.  Oilman, 
John  F.  Kinney,  Joseph  Esselen,  John  J.  DriscoU, 
George  O.  Wood,  William  A.  Donovan,  Louis  Burk- 
hardt,  Frank  J.  Riley,  Walter  E.  Merriam,  William 
F.  Prindeville,  James  F.  Dowling,  George  Uriot, 
Clinton  P.  Duryea,  William  E.  Harvey,  Albert  W. 
Huebener,  Michael  J.  Murray,  Williarji  P.  Mulcahy, 
Hammond  B.  Hazelwood,  Edward  F.  Brennan, 
Clarke  Waters. 

The  above  appointments  were  later  approved  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor. 


Placed  on  file. 


Ver.v  respectfully, 
Charles  E.  Folsom,  .Secretary. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ments, viz.: 

Charles  E.  Folsom,  Assessor;  Sdward  G.  Rich- 
ardson, Assessor;  Frederick  H.  Temple,  Assessor; 
John  A.  Brett,  Library  Trustee;  Daniel  H.  Coakley, 
Park  Commissioner;  John  A.  O'Shea,  Music 
Trustee;  Edward  M.  Gallagher,  Infirmary,  Trus- 
tee; Francis  J.  Keany,  Hospital  Trustee;  John  E. 
Potts,  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustee;  Charles  E. 
Phipps,  Cemetery  Trustee;  Patrick  H.  MuUowney, 
Health  Commissioner;  James  E.  Cole,  Commis- 
sioner of  Wires;  Charles  Bruen  Perkins,  School- 
house  Commissioner;  John  B.  Martin,  Election 
Commissioner;    William  I.   Calhoun,  Overseer  of 


the  Poor;    George  E.   Curran,  Director  Working- 
men's  Loan  As.sociation. 
Placed  on  file. 


STATEMENT  FROM  WILLIAM  S.  McNARY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  April  9,  1912. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  question  of  filling  the  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  City  Clerk  caused  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  John  T.  Priest  is  before  your  body.  In  1908 
Mr.  Priest,  who  was  then  Assistant  City  Clerk, 
was  elected  City  Clerk  by  the  old  double  chamber 
City  Council,  divided  as  it  then  was  into  Republi- 
cans and  Democrats.  Since  that  time  the  Good 
Government  organization  in  its  publications  has 
commended  the  men  who  voted  for  the  election 
of  Mr.  Priest  and  condemned  the  men  who  voted 
against  him,  on  the  ground  that  the  proper  policy 
for  the  City  Council  to  pursue  in  that  and  other 
cases  was  the  retention  of  such  men  when  vacancies 
occurred.  The  same  policy  has  been  advocated 
by  the  Municipal  League  and  a  great  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  present  City  Council,  who 
have  been  indorsed  by  both  these  organizations, 
have  pledged  their  adherence  to  this  policy  and  . 
these  principles  before  the  people. 

Mr.  Wilfred  J.  Doyle  has  filled  the  office  of 
Assistant  City  Clerk  for  four  years,  and  during 
three  years  of  that  time,  owing  to  the  physical 
weakness  of  Mr.  Priest,  he  has  done  practically 
all  the  work  of  the  City  Clerk.  He  has  done  it 
with  ability  and  honesty  and  has  shown  his 
qualifications  for  the  position  by  every  test  which 
could  be  applied  to  him.  The  principles  of  the 
Good  Government  organization  and  the  Municipal 
League  would  require  the  promotion  of  Mr. 
Doyle  to  the  office  of  City  Clerk,  unless  he  person- 
ally was  unfit  or  would  refuse  to  take  the  position. 
From  your  own  experience  you  know  that  he  is 
fit  and  competent,  and  he  will  unquestionably 
accept  the  position  if  it  comes  to  him  in  the  line 
of  promotion. 

Mr.  James  Donovan,  who  has  been  active  for 
many  years  in  the  partisan  politics  of  the  city, 
is  a  candidate  for  the  position.  Admitting  that 
Mr.  Donovan  has  ability  in  some  lines,  no  man  can 
honestly  say  that  he  has  had  the  experience, 
training  and  education  which  would  qualify  him 
to  fulfill  the  duties  of  City  Clerk.  It  is  true  that 
he  has  supported  the  Good  Government  and 
Municipal  League  members  of  the  City  Council 
for  public  office,  and  that  is  his  sole  claim  to  their 
votes  for  this  important  position.  Mr.  Donovan 
sees  in  the  office  an  opportunity  to  secure  a  good 
salary  and  a  strategic  base  for  political  activity. 

The  Good  Government  Association  and  the 
Municipal  League,  and  their  candidates  for  office, 
have  charged  Mayor  Fitzgerald  with  appointing 
men  to  public  office  because  of  their  political 
activity  and  political  support  of  himself  and  his 
friends,  and  the  Civil  Service  Commission  has  been 
called  upon  to  reject  men  on  that  ground.  The 
election  of  Mr.  Donovan  by  the  votes  of  the  Good 
Government  Association  and  the  Municipal 
League  members  of  the  City  Council  would 
place  them  in  exactly  the  position  that  they  have 
been  criticising,  in  the  position  that  they  have 
claimed  Mayor  Fitzgerald  has  been.  Thousands 
of  men.  Democrats,  have  supported  for  election 
the  Good  Government  and  Municipal  League 
candidates  for  the  City  Council,  who  are  neither 
friends  nor  admirers  of  Mr.  Donovan  politically. 
The  Good  Government  and  Municipal  League 
niembers  of  the  City  Council,  if  they  depart  from 
the  platform,  principles  and  professions  of  the 
organizations  which  supported  them  and  vote 
for  Mr.  Donovan  will  furnish  an  argument  against 
themselves  which  will  be  almost  certain  to  leail 
to  the  defeat  of  their  ticket  in  the  next  election. 

The  personal  feeling  of  any  man  or  men  for  or 
against  Mr.  Donovan  because  of  his  political 
activity  is  of  no  great  consequence,  and  is  not  the 
real  question.  The  members  of  the  City  Council 
must  meet  this  issue  squarely.  They  must  either 
stand  by  their  own  principles  and  professions  in 
favor  of  the  retention  of  good  men  in  public 
office  or  the  promotion  of  experienced  men  next 
in  line,  or  admit  that  they  will,  if  they  have  the 
power,  give  the  offices  which  they  control  to  men 
who  have  rendered  them  political  service  as  against 
men  who  have  shown  themselves  experienced  and 
competent,  too,  in  the  public  service. 
Yours  truly, 

WiLLI.VM    S.    McNaRY. 

Placed  on  file. 
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MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  subrtiittcd  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  eight  newsboys, 
one  bootblack  and  five  vendors — recommending 
that  said  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 


ELECTION   OF   CITY   CLERK. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — Ordered, 
that  the  Council  now  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  City  Clerk  for  the  term  ending  the  first  Monday 
in  February,  1914. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
order  be  laid  on  the  table  for  one  week. 

The  motion  was  declared  lost.  Coun.  HALE 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  week, 
yeas  5,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Ballantyne,  Buckley,  Hale,  Kenny, 
Smith — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Attrldge,  Collins,  Coulthurst, 
McDonald — 4. 


CLOSING    OF   STREETS, 
RUN. 


MARATHON 


Coun.  HALE  offered  an  order — That  the  Police 
Commissioner  be  hereby  authorized  to  close  to 
travel  by  vehicles,  except  fire,  police,  hospital  and 
mail  wagons,  on  Friday,  April  19,  1912,  such  streets 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  Marathon  races  on  said 
day,  and  the  City  Messenger  is  hereby  authorized 
to  rope  off  such  streets  as  the  Police  Commissioner 
may  require  in  connection  with  said  races,  the 
expen.se  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Citj'  Council,  Incidental  Ex- 
penses. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  that  order  be  laid  over  for  one  week.  Infor- 
mation has  come  to  me  that  the  new  American 
League  baseball  park  will  be  opened  on  that  da.v, 
and  it  sort  of  conflicts  with  the  Marathon.  "The 
oflScials  of  the  baseball  club  and  of  the  Boston 
Athletic  As.sociation  are  now  trying  to  postpone 
the  race  until  a  little  later  in  the  afternoon,  in 
order  that  those  who  wish  to  go  to  the  ball  grounds 
may  have  a  chance  to  get  through  Boylston  street. 
I  think  if  this  is  laid  over  until  next  week  some 
arrangement  will  be  made  which  will  be  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  the  members  of  the  Council. 
I  think  in  the  meantime  the  Boston  Athletic 
Association  and  the  American  League  will  arrive 
at  some  agreement  which  will  be  satisfactory 
all  around,  and  will  let  us  know. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council. 


LAYING   OUT   OF   STREETS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  retiuested  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a 
public  highway  Hendry  street.  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  retiuested  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
way Homes  avenue,  between  Topliff  and  Draper 
streets.  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
way Faxon  street.  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
way Upland  road.  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
wa.v  Paisley  park.  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  recjuested  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
way the  unaccepted  portions  of  Kilton  street, 
Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
way Holiday  street.  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis.sionera 
be  requested  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  high- 
wa.v  Wellington  road,  Ward  10. 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  extend  and  lay  out  Sewall  street,  from  Neponset 
avenue  to  Frceport  street.  Ward  24. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
extending  Holton  street,  Brighton,  and  laying  the 
said  street  out  as  a  public  wa.v. 

Orders  .severally  passed. 


SIDEWALK,    BICKNELL   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
Jo.seph  O'Kane  et  al.,  asking  that  sidewalks  be 
laid  on  Bicknell  street.  Ward  20. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  Coun.  COLLINS 
offered  the  following  order — -That  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  the 
southerly  side  of  Bicknell  street,  between  Nos. 
28  and  34,  Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5 
to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the 
Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CLOSING    OF   STREETS,    ROAD    RACE. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Police  Commissioner  be  hereby  authorized 
to  close  to  travel  by  vehicles,  except  fire,  police, 
hospital  and  mail  wagons,  on  Friday,  April  19, 
1912,  such  streets  as  may  be  necessary  in  the 
vicinit.v  of  Chestnut  avenue  and  Centre  streets, 
for  the  ten-mile  race  on  said  day  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Acme  Athletic  Association,  and  the  City 
Messenger  is  hereby  authorized  to  rope  off  such 
streets  as  the  Police  Commissioner  may  require 
in  connection  with  said  race,  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  City  Council,  Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed. 


SHADE   TREES,    ROXBURY. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  recommend 
a  transfer  of  $3,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  said 
sum  to  be  used  for  the  planting  and  care  of  shade 
trees  on  Warren  street,  Dudley  street,  from  Wash- 
ington street  to  Columbia  road.  Walnut  avenue, 
from  Warren  street  to  Humboldt  avenue,  Colum- 
bus avenue,  near  playground,  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue 
and  Eliot  square. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  its  passage. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  communication  from  the  Roxbur.v 
Improvement  Society  calling  for  shade  trees  on 
the  following  streets:  Warren  street,  65;  Dudley 
street,  from  Washington  street  to  Columbia  road, 
20;  Walnut  avenue,  from  Warren  street  to  Hum- 
boldt avenue,  15;  Columbus  avenue,  near  pla.v- 
ground,  20;  Eliot  square,  12;  Mt.  Pleasant  ave- 
nue, 10;  making  altogether  142  trees.  I  have 
asked  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  planting  those 
trees,  as  requested  by  the  Improvement  Society, 
and  in  a  communication  which  I  have  received 
from  him  he  places  the  amount  at  from  $2,800  to 
.$3,000.  For  that  reason  I  have  presented  this 
order  to-day  for  the  maximum  amount. 

The  order  was  passed. 


LOCKER   BUILDING,    ORCHARD   PARK. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  recommend 
the  tran.sfer  of  $20,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund, 
said  sum  to  be  used  for  locker  building,  shower 
baths,  etc.,  at  Orchard  Park,  Ward  17. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  have  an  order 
here  calling  for  $15,000,  which  I  understand  is 
ample  for  that  improvement,  the  different  items 
being,  $8,000  to  $10,000  for  the  building  itself, 
estimated  by  Superintendent  Sullivan;  $500  for 
the  fence,  and  $2,500  for  the  children's  part  of 
the  playground.  So  that  I  think  $5,000  of  the 
amount  provided  for  in  the  order  which  has  been 
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offeroil  will  bo  (iimoi'ossiiry.  I  should  like  first  lo 
vmt  in  «n  order  asking  for  .$250,  which,  Mr.  .Sullivan 
says  is  sufficient  to  draw  plans  for  this  improve- 
ment, so  that  we  may  have  what  Coun.  BalUmtync 
has  expressed  a  desire  for,  definite  plan.s  and  .speci- 
fications upon  which  to  make  the  appropriation. 
If  he  wishes  to  make  a  blanket  appropriation, 
$ir),00()  at  the  outside  will  be  sufficient.  There- 
fore I  sliould  like  to  amend  the  order  offered  by 
by  Coun.  Ballantyne  to  read  "$1.5,000"  instead 
of  '■S20,000." 

The  question  eanie  on  the  amendment. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I 
w'ould  be  very  glad  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of 
the  councilor  on  my  riglit,  if  I  thought  that  sum 
would  be  sufficient  to  make  the  improvements 
necessary  on  Orchard  Park;  but  I  think  the  experi- 
ence of  this  Council  leads  us  to  believe  that  $8,000 
would  not  be  a  sufficient  sum  to  build  a  locker 
building,  and  put  in  shower  baths  such  as  would 
be  needed  in  that  location.  For  that  reason  I 
have  made  tfie  sum  .$20,000,  thinking  that  that 
would  provide  in  the  first  appropriation  sufficient 
money.  I  have  no  desire  to  come  in  and  ask  for  a 
second  appropriation,  and  I  feel  absolutely  certain 
from  what  little  knowledge  I  have  of  building  that 
such  a  building  as  we  want  in  Orchard  Park  can- 
not be  built  for  .$8,000  or  $10,000.  Therefore  I 
oppose  the  amendment  and  hope  the  original  order 
will  pass. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  Coun.  Ballantyne  has  taken  the 
matter  up  with  Superintendent  Sullivan  or  any 
other  official,  in  regard  to  the  cost? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  am 
basing  my  figures  for  the  building  upon  the  figures 
that  we  have  had  made  for  other  locker  buildings. 
The  last  one  that  we  had  built  in  a  park  I  think 
was  out  at  Forest  Hills  Playground.  The  sum 
there  was  $15,000,  and  I  am  sure  that  we  will 
want  just  as  much  in  this  thickly  settled  portion 
of  Ward  17. 

Coun.  Smith's  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
the  order  as  offered  by  Coun.  Ballantyne  was 
passed. 


RELEASE   OF    LAND. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  1,  unfin- 
ished business,  viz.: 

1.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  an  order  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  passed  July  28,  1851,  ac- 
quired an  easement  for  a  sewer  in  a  parcel  of  land 
now  owned  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad  Company,  but  formerly  within  the 
limits  of  that  part  of  Church  street  lying  between 
Providence  street  on  the  north  and  Columbus 
avenue  on  the  south;   and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of 
said  city,  now  having  charge  of  said  easement,  has 
notified  the  City  Council  that,  in  his  opinion,  such 
easement  in  so  much  of  said  parcel  as  lies  between 
Columbus  avenue  and  the  new  sewer  recently  con- 
structed by  said  railroad  company  in  a  proposed 
widening  of  said  Providence  street  as  hereinafter 
mentioned  is  no  longer  required  for  public  purposes; 
and 

Whereas,  Said  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad  Company  has  constructed,  under  the 
supervision  of  said  city,  a  sewer  in  Columbus  ave- 
nue and  in  that  part  of  the  land  of  said  railroad 
company  shown  as  a  proposed  widening  for  Provi- 
dence street  on  a  plan  by  Aspinwall  &  Lincoln, 
civil  engineers,  dated  February  17,  1910,  approved 
by  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
and  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  said  commissioners, 
and  has  connected  said  sewer  with  the  sewerage 
system  of  said  city,  and  has  released  to  said  city 
ail  its  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  said  sewer; 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  25,  section  60,  of  the  Revised  Laws  of 
Massachusetts,  to  declare  the  rights  and  easements 
acquired  by  the  city  in  ao  much  of  said  parcel  of 
land,  formerly  within  the  limits  of  Church  street, 
as  lies  between  said  recently  constructed  sewer 
on  the  north  and  Columbus  avenue  on  the  seuth, 
and  the  sewer  built  therein,  to  be  abandoned;  said 
declaration  to  be  made  for  the  consideration  that 
said  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
Company  has  built  the  sewer  in  Columbus  avenue 
and  in  the  proposed  widening  of  Providence  street 
as  aforesaid  and  rel^sed  to  said  city  all  its  rights 
in  and  to  said  last  named  sewer. 


,  And  for  said  consideration  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  hereby  further  authorized  to  execute,  acknowl- 
edge and  deliver  in  the  name  and  belialf  of  the  city 
an  instrument  or  instruments  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  whereby  the  city  shall  release 
to  said  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road Company,  or  to  any  other  corporation  or 
corporations,  person  or  per.sons,  claiming  title 
to  the  parcel  of  land  which  was  formerly  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  that  part  of  said  Church  street 
now  discontinued,  between  .said  new  sewer  on  the 
north  and  Columbus  avenue  on  the  south,  all  its 
right  to  lay  or  maintain  a  sewer  in  said  parcel  of 
land,  and  any  and  all  other  rights  and  interests 
in  or  to  said  parcel  except  the  sewer  easement 
taken  in  a  proposed  extension  of  St.  James  avenue 
by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  said  city  by  an  instrument  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Lib.  3575,  page  95,  and  granted  to  the 
city  by  said  company  by  an  instrument  recorded 
with  said  Deeds,  Lib.  3580,  page  26,  the  sewer 
easement  taken  by  said  Board  by  an  instrument 
recorded  with  said  Deeds,  Lib.  3575,  page  96,  and 
granted  to  the  city  by  said  company  by  an  instru- 
ment recorded  with  said  Deeds,  Lib.  3580,  page  30, 
•  and  the  right  to  lay  water  pipes  in  said  parcel 
under  a  grant  to  the  city  by  said  company  recorded 
with  said  Deeds,  Lib.  3587,  page  371. 

On  March  25  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  was 
passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


LOCKER  BUILDING,  ORCHARD  PARK. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  $250  be 
appropriated  from  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the 
drawing  of  plans  and  the  receiving  of  bids  for  a 
locker  building,  including  shower  baths,  for  a  new 
fence  and  for  a  children's  playground  at  Orchard 
Park,  the  same  to  be  spent  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Public  Grounds  Department. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  order 
calls  for  an  appropriation  from  the  Parkman 
Fund  for  the  drawing  of  plans  in  connection  with 
the  work  for  which  Coun.  Ballantyne 's  order  has 
been  introduced.  It  brings  up  the  question 
whether  we  can  originate  an  appropriation  from 
the  Parkman  Fund  in  this  way.  We  had  an 
opinion  from  Corporation  Counsel  Babson  that 
we  could  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  opinion 
was  erroneous.  We  have  refused  to  put  that 
question  up  to  the  Corporation  Counsel  this  year, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  body  ought  to  settle 
it.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund  I  shall  refuse  to  call  the  committee  to  take 
up  the  question  of  distribution  of  the  fund  until 
the  question  is  settled.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
$20,000  just  passed  in  connection  with  Orchard 
Park  should  not  come  from  the  treasury,  but  from 
the  Parkman  Fund,  which  is  a  fund  especially 
for  such  purposes  as  that.  Orchard  Park  would 
come  under  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  an  improvement  of  the  park  or  other 
such  parks  or  playgrounds  should  come  out  of 
that  fund.  This  order,  however,  brings  up  the 
question  of  the  origination  of  appropriations  from 
the  Parkman  Fund,  and  I  would  like  to  have  it 
acted  upon. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


SUPERVISORS   OF   CITY  PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Bath 
Department,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be 
requested  to  inform  the  Council  as  to  whether  the 
time  of  the  instructors  in  the  various  gymnasiums 
could  not  be  arranged  so  as  to  permit  of  them 
acting  as  supervisors  in  the  city  playgrounds. 

Passed. 


REFUSE    DESTRUCTOR   SITE. 

President  ATTTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  2,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $15,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  Refuse  Destructor  Site,  Spectacle  Island,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to 
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time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  March  25  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  was 
passed,  yeas  9. 


REFUSE   STATIONS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  3,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  oije  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  (.$150,000)  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  Laud 
and  Buildings,  Refuse  Stations,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  here- 
by is  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  March  25  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  was 
" ,  yeas  9. 


LAND   FOR   REFUSE   SITES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  4,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  in  the  securing  of  sites  for 
refuse  stations,  as  authorized  by  a  loan  order 
appropriating  the  sum  of  one  hundred  fifty  thousand 
dollars  ($150,000)  for  this  purpose,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  be  and  hereby  is  authorized, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and  by  an  instru- 
ment or  instruments  satisfactory  to  the  Law 
Department,  to  exchange  any  land  under  his 
control  for  other  land  that  may  seem  ^to  him  more 
suitable  for  the  purpose. 

On  March  25  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  was 
passed,  yeas  9. 


IMPROVEMENTS,   COMMONWEALTH 
PARK. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Park  '  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  open  air 
gymnasium,  resurfacing  and  putting  in  shape  of 
grounds,  apparatus,  etc.,  shower  baths,  and 
necessary  improvements  for  Commonwealth  Park, 
South  Boston. 

Passed. 


LOCKER  BUILDING,  ORCHARD  PARK. 

Coim.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  $15,000 
be  appropriated  from  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the 
erection  of  a  locker  building,  including  shower 
baths,  at  Orchard  Park,  together  with  apparatus  for 
children's  playground,  and  a  new  fence  around  the 
whole  park. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BATH    HOU.SE,    WARD   8. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  City 
Council  respectfully  requests  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  originate  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the  Ward  S  Bath  House. 

Pas.sed. 


WIDENING  OF  ST.  JAMES  AVENUE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
the  City  of  Boston  to  widen  and  extend  St.  James 
avenue  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council  and 
Mayor,  it  can  be  done  upon  terms  advantageous 
to  the  city,  and  specifically  to  authorize  the  city 
(1)  to  take  in  fee  the  land  on  the  south  side  of 
St.  James  avenue,  between  Clarendon  and  Berkeley 
streets,  within  140  feet  of  St.  James  avenue,  as  it 


now  exists,  and  to  sell  so  mucli  of  this  land  and 
property  as  may  not  be  needed  for  the  purposes 
of  the  avenue,  as  widened  and  extended,  and  (2)  to 
assess  upon  any  real  estate  the  benefit  or  advantage 
to  it  from  the  widening  and  extending  of  St.  James 
avenue,  whether  or  not  such  real  estate  is  within 
125  feet  of  said  avenue,  as  widened  and  extended, 
afid  whether  or  not  the  aggregate  amounts  of  said 
betterment  assessments  exceed  50  per  cent  of  the 
cost  of  widening  and  extending  said  avenue. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  4.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  6.14  o'clock  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
to-day)  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — 
that  permits  be  granted,  viz. : 

Alice  Ready  Jordan,  Huntington  Chambers 
Hall,  April  15,  evening. 

The  Milk  and  Baby  Hygiene  As.sociation, 
Charlestown  station,  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Charles- 
town,  on  April  19,  20,  afternoon  and  evening. 

Edward  F.  Martin,  St.  Augustine's  Hall,  evening 
of  April  10. 

Rev.  J.  J.  McCarthy,  Boston  College  Hall, 
evenings  of  May  10-17. 

William  W.  Locke,  Copley  Hall,  April  25. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
sum  of  .$250  be  appropriated  for  the  drawing  of 
plans  and  receiving  of  bids  for  locker  building,  etc.. 
Orchard  Park,  Ward  17 — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8, 
nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  commu- 
nications (referred  to-day)  relating  to  the  pro- 
posed widening  and  extension  of  St.  James  avenue, 
— that  the  same  be  placed  on  file  and  submitting 
for  the  approval  of  the  Council  a  draft  of  a  pro- 
posed petition  to  the  General  Court  as  follows: 
"To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Hou.se  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  General  Court  assembled: 

"The  undersigned,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
respectfully  petitions  for  the  passage  of  legislation 
to  provide  for  the  laying  out,  widening,  extension 
and  construction  of  St.  James  avenue  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  provided  said  legislation  shall  contain 
a  provision  that  it  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  before  it  becomes  a  law  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  limitation  of  time  within  which 
the  act  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council,  nor  any  time  limit  incorporated  therein 
with  respect  to  the  other  provisions  of  said  act." 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report  and 
approving  the  form  of  petition  as  recommended  by 
the  committee. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  at  this 
time  with  any  debate  upon  this  matter,  because 
I  said  what  I  had  to  say  in  executive  committee. 
But  I  should  like  to  reiterate  at  this  time  that  I 
hope  the  order  will  not  pass,  because  I  do  not 
believe  we  ought  to  give  the  Back  Bay  section  of 
the  city  all  these  improvements  which  they  want 
and  allow  the  suburban  districts  to  go  without 
them.  While  I  recognize  the  fact  that  this  is  not 
giving  an  improvement,  it  is  simply  paving  the 
way  for  the  improvement;  and,  while  it  does  not 
make  the  members  of  the  present  City  Council 
say  that  they  will  vote  to  accept  this  act,  in  the 
future  there  may  be  other  City  Councils  who  will 
favor  all  such  appropriations  and  measures  for 
improvements  in  that  particular  section,  allowing 
the  suburban  districts  to  go  without  the  improve- 
ments which  they  ought  to  have.  For  that  reason 
I  am  opposed  to  this  action,  and  I  move  you,  sir, 
that  when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


The  report  was  accepted,  aud  the  form  of  the 
petition  suggested  approved,  yeas  7,  nays  1,  Coun. 
HiickloN'  votinc  nay. 

(^)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communi- 
cation and  order  (referred  February  16)  relative 
to  appropriation  for  Municipal  Athletic  Associa- 
tion^—roconiiiu'ndinjt  tlie  passage  of  the  order  in 
tile  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars 
(S4,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for 
Mayor,  office  expenses,  to  be  expended  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Municipal  Athletic  Association, 
and  that  the  said  amotuit  be  raised  by  taxation 
upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  viz.: 

Conduct  of  Activities. 

Indoor  Features  (Winter) : 

Field     and     track     athletics;  boys 

and  yoimg  men "  .        ,$,500  00 

Gymnastics 500  00 

Swimming  (girls  and  boys) 300  00 

Outdoor  Features  (Summer) : 

Field    and    »rack    athletics    (boys 

and  young  men) '  .       1,000  00 

Baseball,  boys  and  young  men 800  00 

Swimming  (girls  and  boys) .500  00 

Tennis 100  00 

Publicity 300  00 

Total .$4,000  00 


Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  last  week  I 
favored  a  postponement  of  this  order,  not  because 
I  was  not  in  hearty  accord  with  the  aims  of  this 
organization,  which  supplies  in  my  opinion  a  want 
among  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  city,  but  I  opposed 
it  on  the  ground  that  no  official  representative  of 
the  citj'  was  on  the  Executive  Committee  or  in 
this  organization.  I  realize  that  the  President 
of  this  Council  is  honorary  Vice  President,  and 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  honorary  President,  but  it 
seemed  to  me  a  dangerous  precedent  to  pass  the 
city's  money  over  to  a  private  organization,  no 
matter  how  meritorious,  without  an  official  repre- 
.sentative  of  the  city  being  actively  in  that  organi- 
zation. Accordingly,  I  favored  postponement. 
During  the  past  week  I  have  had  two  interviews 
with  the  Mayor,  the  last  one  this  afternoon,  in 
which  he  assured  me  that  a  member  of  his  office 
force  would  be  actively  associated  with  that 
organization  and  not  only  O.  K.  the  bills  but  have 
an  actual  say  in  the  spending  of  the  money.  I 
realize  that  under  the  order  as  drawn  the  money 
has  to  be  0.  K.'d  by  the  Mayor's  office  force, 
but  that  is  not  sufficient.  We  wanted  a  real 
representative  of  the  city  in  this  organization. 
That  being  granted,  as  per  the  Mayor's  suggestion 
to-day,  I  now  support  this  order.  I  do  not, 
however,  at  this  time  pledge  myself  to  support  in 
the  future  orders  of  this  kind,  year  after  year,  or 
again  this  year.  I  believe  we  are  now  confronted 
by  a  peculiar  situation.  We  have  no  Recreation 
Department  at  present  to  supervise  this  type  of 
sport,  and  accordingly  we  have  that  condition  to 
meet;  wherefore,  sir,  I  support  this  order. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — Mr.  President,  when  this 
matter  came  to  the  City  Council  last  year  I  opposed 
it,  and  I  have  also  opposed  it  this  year,  believing 
that  the  money  of  the  City  of  Boston  should  not 
be  spent  by  outsiders  who  have  absolutely  no 
connection  with  the  city.  .  Also,  the  payment  of 
part  of  the  secretary's  salary  and  part  of  the 
salaries  of  the  two  stenographers  by  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  violation  of  the  civil  service  rules, 
was  not  proper  to  my  mind.  Because  of  that  I 
opposed  it  at  both  the  previous  meetings  of  the 
City  Council.  This  has  resulted  in  some  good, 
and  while  I  do  not  approve  of  the  order,  at  the 
same  time  I  believe  it  would  be  a  hardship  to  the 
boys  and  girls  and  others  interested  in  athleticsi 
who  are  looking  forward  to  these  sports  on  the  19th 
of  April,  to  oppose  it  at  this  time.  That  day  is 
very  close,  and  I  believe  such  opposition  now  would 
result  in  wrong  to  them;  not  that  I  have  any  sym- 
pathy with  the  .so-called  Executive  Board  of  the 
Municipal  Athletic  Association,  but  I  do  not  want 
to  deprive  the  young  people  of  the  city  of  the 
enjoyment  they  have  through  these  athletic 
games.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  office  expenses 
and  salaries  or  partial  salaries  of  the  secretaries 
have  been  stricken  out,  and  also  of  the  fact  that 
the  Mayor  has  assured  Coun.  Collins  and  myself 
this  afternoon  that  he  will  have  an  official  repre- 
sentative from  his  office  on  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  would  look  after  all  the  expenses,  I 
feel  that  ray  opposition  has  done  some  good,  and 


for.  this  year  at  least  I  will  favor  this  present  order, 
as  it  appears  that  there  will  be  no  money  going 
to  peoi)le  who  arc  not  employees  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(.5)  Report  on  message  and  order  (referred  Feb- 
ruary 16)  that  .$2,500  be  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Grounds  for  Copley  Square  plan.? — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(6)  Report  on  petition  and  order  (referred  to- 
day) for  sidewalks  on  Bicknell  street.  Ward  20 — 
that;  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(7)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
Mayor  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  widen  ancl 
extend  St.  James  avenue — that  no  further  action 
is  necessary. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  25)  for  transfer  of  unexpended 
balances  to  appropriation  for  Playgrounds,  Im- 
provements, and  message  and  communication 
referred  to-day  on  the  same  subject — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass  with  the  understanding  that  the 
money  is  to  be  expended  as  set  forth  in  the  com- 
munication from  the  Park  Commissioners  dated 
April  1. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


NEXT    MEETING. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE,  that  when  it  adjourned  it  be  to  meet 
on  Tuesday,  April  16,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS,  the  action  was  reconsidered  and  the 
Council  voted  that  when  it  adjourn  it  be  to  Tues- 
day, April  16,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  unless  sooner 
called  by  the  Chair. 


COST  OF  WIDENING  CHELSEA  STREET. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  widening  Chelsea  street,  Charlestown,  to  a 
width  of  60  feet. 

Passed. 


SOIL     RENOVATION,     BOSTON     COMMON. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order  —  That  of 
the  income  available  the  present  year  from  the 
Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  .$66,000  be  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  for  the 
completion  of  the  renovation  of  soil  on  Boston 
Common. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  ask  that  this  be 
referred  to  the  Parkman  Fimd  Committee,  in  order 
that  we  may  take  up  the  question  of  settling  up  one 
job  first  with  the  Parkman  money  before  we  scatter 
it  through  several  jobs  that  ha\'e  been  undertaken 
with  the  income  from  that  fund.  We  have  under- 
taken to  build  a  zoo.  an  aquarium,  and  to  renovate 
the  soil  on  Boston  Common.  No  one  of  these 
things  is  completed.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  year 
the  income  of  the  Parktnan  Fund  should  be  used  to 
complete  at  least  one  of  those  things,  and  I  have 
picked  out  the  Boston  Common  job  as  being  the 
most  necessary,  because  it  is  the  central  park  of  the 
city,  it  is  the  most  used  park,  not  only  by  our  own 
people  but  by  visitors,  aud  for  over  two  years  it  has 
been  in  a  state  of  upheaval,  looking  as  though  a 
ten-story  building  was  being  put  up  there.  There 
is  not  enough  money  in  the  appropriation  now  sent 
down  by  the  Mayor  to  complete  that  work  this 
year.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Public  Grounds  Department,  in 
which  he  says: 

"I  wish  to  offer  for  the  consideration  and  infor- 
mation of  your  committee  the  absolute  necessity 
of  additional  appropriation  from  the  Parkman  Fund 
to  allow  us  to  continue  our  soil  renovation  of  Boston 
Common  and  other  contemplated  improvements." 

Leaving  out  the  part  relative  to  other  improve- 
ments, I  will  read  that  part  which  relates  to  the 
soil  renovation. 

"There  still  remains  about  eleven  acres  to  be 
completed,  and  while  the  different  blocks  or  acres 
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in  tlicsc  olovcn  acres  will  receive  a  variety  of  treat- 
ment according  to  the  nature  of  the  conditions  as 
found  existing,  tlie  nearest  approximate  cost  we  can 
arrive  at  is  about  $U,000  for  each  acre.  This  figure 
inchides  the  soil  renovation,  planting  of  new  trees, 
reseeding,  etc.  The  total  co.st,  therefore  for  com- 
pleting the  eleven  acres  would  be  approximately 
iSOfJ.OOO." 

Then  there  is  the  concluding  paragraph: 

"If  an  additional  appropriation  i.s  granted  us  our 
first  concern  will  be  the  renovation  of  the  remaining 
eleven  acres  on  the  soil  improvement.  This  is  the 
most  favorable  season  of  the  year  for  tlie  under- 
taking of  this  work  and  additional  funds  would 
facilitate  matters  very  materially.  If  it  is  not 
found  possible  to  allow  the  total  amount  as  esti- 
mated (.$60,000)  we  would  be  glad  to  have  a  portion 
made  available  for  u.se,  that  we  may  take  advantage 
of  the  present  weather  and  organized  working 
force. " 

I  therefore  wish  this  matter  to  go  to  the  Parkman 
Fund  Committee.  I  simply  desired  to  read  this 
letter  and  speak  upon  it  briefly,  at  this  time,  in 
order  that  the  committee  might  have  some  idea  of 
the  necessit.v  of  getting  at  the  work. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parkman  Fund. 


MONEY    FOR   STREETS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  because  of  the  great  necessity 
for  street  improvements  in  the  outlying  districts 
and  for  new  streets  in  the  downtown  business 
district  the  Council  does  not  favor  the  expenditure 
of  the  necessarily  large  amount  of  money  now  con- 
templated by  the  Street  Commissioners  for  Chest- 
nut street.  Ward  11. 

The  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  as  I  have  been 
frequently  reminded  that  I  am  from  Ward  11,  I 
would  not  speak  on  this  subject  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  I  feel  keenly  that  the  money  spent  on 
this  street,  which  is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  where 
I  live,  would  be  a  mistake.  The  Street  Commis- 
sioners are  to  hold  a  hearing  this  week  on  the  con- 
templated expenditure  of  approximately  $40,000 
to  tear  down  a  house  at  the  foot  of  Chestnut  street 
in  order  that  Chestnut  street  may  make  a  direct 
connection  with  the  parkway.  At  the  present 
time  that  street  is  partly  blocked  by  the  house  they 
contemplate  taking.  The  esplanade  on  Charles 
River  Basin  has  cost  approximately  $.500,000,  and 
is  almost  entirely  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  park 
system  of  this  city.  While  I  was  very  anxious  that 
we  should  have  it  linked  up  with  the  Public  Gar- 
den last  year  the  Council  saw  fit  not  to  do  it.  The 
parkway  has  a  roadway  on  it  running  from  Otter 
street  to  the  new  bridge.  That  is  the  great  artery 
of  travel,  lengthwise,  along  by  the  basin.  If  any 
money  is  to  be  spent  in  that  district  it  should  be 
to  make  proper  connection  between  that  artery 
of  travel  on  the  parkway  and  Beacon  street.  Last 
fall  in  one  month  there  were  three  automobile  ac- 
cidents in  turning  from  Otter  street  into  Beacon 
street.  Otter  street  has  land  on  either  side  not 
built  upon,  and  if  njoney  is  to  be  spent  in  that  dis- 
trict it  should  be  to  cut  off  a  strip  of  land  on  each 
side  of  Otter  street,  carrying  the  road  from  the 
parkway  into  Beacon  street  at  a  normal  width, 
instead  of  having  it  like  the  neck  of  a  bottle.  That 
would  obviate  the  accidents  which  arc  occurring 
and  make  a  fitting  opening  into  the  parkway. 
I  hope  thi.s  resolution  will  go  through,  because 
there  is  no  traffic  on  Chestnut  street  that  needs 
to  go  to  the  parkway.  Mt.  Vernon  street  comes 
down  and  connects  with  the  parkway,  and  if  you 
should  set  a  watch  there  and  count  the  number  of 
teams  going  to  the  parkway,  you  would  find  that 
it  was  very  small,  even  negligible;  and  yet  Mt. 
Vernon  street  is  more  of  a  highway  than  Chestnut 
street.     This  action  that  is  being  taken  in  regard 


to  Chestnut  street  is  really  to  help  a  real  estate 
sale.  While  I  want  to  .see  the  property  there 
developed  more  keenly  than  any  other  member  of 
the  Council,  that  is  not  the  chief  concern  of  the 
dity,  to  develop  property.  It  is  to  accommodate 
traffic,  and  there  is  no  traffic  on  Chestnut  street 
worth  accommodating. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  matter 
to  be  taken  up  by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
The  appropriations  are  now  being  considered 
in  the  budget  by  the  committee.  I  move,  therefore, 
as  a  substitute,  if  nScesssary,  that  this  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
which  will  meet  to-night. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
whether  I  made  this  matter  clear.  I  presume  if 
the  resolution  was  read  again  it  might  clear  up  the 
matter  in  Coun.  Kenny's  mind.  This  Council  has 
no  authority  over  the  .UaOO.OOO  which  the  Street 
Commissioners  have  to  spend.  I  think  something 
should  be  done  by  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
show  us  where  the  money  is  to  be  spent.  The 
Street  Commissioners  are  seriously  con.sidering  the 
expenditure  of  about  $40,000,  which  would  be 
necessary  on  the  end  of  Chestnut  street;  and, 
living  within  a  stone's  throw  of  that  improvement, 
realizing  the  conditions  there,  I  tell  the  Council 
that  that  money  would  be  misspent,  and  I  ask 
for  the  passage  of  this  resolution  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  We  have  no  power  over  that  $300,000. 
This  is  not  asking  for  an  appropriation.  It  is 
simply  a  resolution  which  can  be  used  at  the  hear- 
ing in  regard  to  the  widening  of  Chestnut  street 
at  its  foot. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  hope  that 
motion  will  not  prevail.  I  rather  admire  the 
courage  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  (Coun. 
Smith)  who  comes  in  here  and  presents  this  reso- 
lution. I  think  he  is  acting  in  a  nice  manner 
and  is,  of  course,  to  be  commended,  and  I  hope 
the  resolution  will  pass  and  will  not  be  referred. 

The  resolution  was  read,  at  request  of  Coun. 
Kenny. 

Coun.  KENNY^Mr.  President,  it  seems  to 
me  that  that  is  a  matter  that  the  Council  should 
take  up  and  hear  both  sides  before  we  can  deter- 
mine how  we  should  vote.  It  is  quite  likely  that 
we  might  agree  with  the  member  from  Ward  11, 
but  how  do  we  know  that  his  opinion  is  a  correct 
one?  How  do  we  know  how  the  money  should 
be  spent  until  we  have  looked  into  the  matter? 
It  seems  to  me  clearly  improper  for  us  to  pass 
the  re.solution  at  this  time.  My  friend  on  the 
left  (Coun.  Smith)  says  he  is  quite  willing  to  have 
that  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  I 
am  willing  to  adopt  that  suggestion. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  hearing 
before  the  Street  Commissioners  comes  this  week. 
It  comes  on  the  10th,  Wednesday,  and  if  this 
resolution  is  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee we  will  not  take  it  up  until  a  week  from 
to-morrow,  which  will  be  too  late  for  use  at  the 
hearing.  I  should  like  to  ask  that  it  be  referred 
to  any  committee  that  will  meet  before  then. 
The  Committee  on  Appropriations  meets  to-night, 
I  believe.  I  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Appropriations 
Committee. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations. 


.GENERAL    RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


."Vdjourned  at  6.40  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  B.ALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Tuesday, 
.\pril  10,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  unless  sooner  called 
by  the  President. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


93 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  April  16,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair,  and  all  the 
members  present. 

APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  appoint  Louis  Rosenthal  (212  Quincy 
street,  Ward  20)  a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with  the  first 
day  of  May,  1912. 

John  F.  Fitzgebald,   Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


SOIL   IMPROVEMENT,    BOSTON 
COMMON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  March  25,  1912,  I  recommended  the  passage 
of  an  order  appropriating  the  .sum  of  $25,000  from 
the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  soil  on  Boston  Common.  The  accom- 
panying letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  shows  that  this  appropriation  is  even 
more  urgent  than  I  realized  at  the  time  of  my 
recommendation.  The  superintendent  states  that 
if  a  further  appropriation  of  some  substantial 
amount  is  not  made  forthwith,  he  will  be  compelled 
to  suspend  operations  on  the  Common  by  Thursday 
of  the  present  week,  and  it  appears  from  his  letter 
that  a  resumption  of  the  work  will  mean  a  com- 
plete new  organization  of  the  forces  now  employed. 
I  take  this  occasion  to  impress  upon  your  honor- 
able body  the  need  of  immediate  action,  in  order 
that  the  Common,  which  was  the  particular  object 
of  Mr.  Parkman's  solicitude,  may  continue  to 
receive  the  care  which  it  requires  and  that  the 
work  of  soil  renovation  may  be  carried  out  accord- 
ing to  the  broad  plan  adopted  in  the  beginning. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  C3rounds  Department, 

April  15,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  again  bring  to  your  attention 
the  small  amount  of  the  Parkrnan  Fund  appropria- 
tion now  available  for  use  in  this  department.  This 
matter  was  detailed  for  your  information  in  our 
former  letter  of  March  12,  but  no  definite  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  allowing  this  money. 

In  order  to  continue  the  work  contracted  for, 
and  now  in  operation,  I  would  earnestly  request 
that  the  appropriation  of  $25,000,  recommended 
by  your  office,  be  granted  us  as  soon  as  possible. 
As  I  understand,  the  condition  of  the  Parkman 
Fund  (owing  to  interests  of  other  improvements 
in  process  of  construction  in  the  Park  Department, 
such  as  zoological  gardens,  aquarium,  etc.,  which 
are  in  need  of  additional  appropriation)  will  -cot 
permit  of  further  appropriation  for  this  depart- 
ment in  the  full  amount  desired,  but  if  the  amount 
above  stated  can  be  placed  at  our  disposal  at 
once,  it  would  allow  us  to  continue  our  work 
along  contemplated  lines  for  an  assured  length  of 
time,  at  least. 

As  matters  now  stand  unless  further  appro- 
priation of  some  substantial  amount  is  imme- 
diately forthcoming,  I  will  be  compelled  to  suspend 
operations    on    the    soil    renovation    on    Boston 


Common  by  Thursday  of  the  present  week 
Remaining  finances  have  reached  the  low  figure 
of  between  $3,000  and  $4,000,  and  this  amount 
will  scarcely  carry  us  beyond  this  week.  ^ 

It  is  to  be  very  much  regretted  if  it  becomes 
necessary  to  adopt  this  stand;  primarily,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  success  of  our  operations  is 
due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
splendid  existing  organization,  who  are  familiar 
with  the  work  in  hand  and  making  great  headway. 
If  relief  is  not  obtained  before  the  expiration  of 
this  week,  however,  it  will  mean  the  scattering 
of  the  supervising  forces,  and  it  is  very  doubtful 
if  we  will  be  able  to  again  organize  as  effectively. 

Another  important  item  is  the  fact  that  the 
present  season  is  most  favorable  for  work  of  this 
nature.  Greater  progress  can  be  obtained  at 
this  season  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  year. 

I  trust  that  the  merit  and  urgency  of  our  need 
for  additional  appropriation  will  be  given  your 
favorable  consideration. 

An  early  reply  will  be  appreciated. 

Respectfully  yours, 
D.  H.  Sullivan,  Superintendent. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


FURNISHINGS   FOR   BANDSTAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  June  13,  1910,  an  order  was  passed  by  your 
honorable  body,  appropriating  the  sum  of  $50,000 
from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund,  a  portion 
of  which  was  to  be  expended  for  the  erection  of 
the  Parkman  Memorial  Bandstand.  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds 
that  one-half  of  the  appropriation,  or  $25,000, 
was  expended  upon  the  bandstand.  As  this 
amount  was  not  sufficient  a  second  appropriation 
of  $21,000  was  made  on  June  26,  1911,  making  a 
total   of   $46,000   for   this   structure. 

The  stand  is  now  complete,  with  the  exception 
of  certain  furnishings,  a  schedule  of  which,  with 
the  estimated  costs,  follows: 

Sixty  musicians'  chairs  at  $5  each $300  00 

Forty  music  stands  at  $5  each 200  00 

One  conductor's  stand 25  00 

Portable  wooden  platform  in  four  levels, 

for  seating  musicians 693  00 

Placards  for  announcing  progiams,  .  .  .  100  00 

Architect's  fee  at  6  per  cent 79  08 

$1,397  08 


The  bandstand  has  attracted  much  attention 
and  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  architects  and 
others  that  it  admirably  fulfijls  its  purpose  as  a 
music  pavilion  and  a  worthy  memorial  to  Mr. 
Parkman.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Music  Trus- 
tees to  dedicate  it  in  June,  and  these  furnishings 
ought  to  be  provided  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$1,400  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund 
for  Parkman  Memorial  Bandstand,  Furnishings, 
and  trust  that  your  honorable  body  will  see  fit 
to  pass  this  order  immediately. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fourteen  hundred 
dollars  ($1,400)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the 
current  year,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  with  the 
approval  of  the  music  trustees,  for  Parkman 
Memorial  Bandstand,  Furnishings. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


TRANSFER  OF  OLD  LOAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  transferring  the  old  loan  appropriation  for 
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Land  ami  HiiililiiiKs,  Sanitary  ami  t^trcet  Cleaning 
Divisions,  DorcUester,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Land  and  Buildings,  Refuse  Stations. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  tlie  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hercbj'  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  appropriation 
for  Land  and  Buildings,  Sanitary  and  Street 
Cleaning  Divisions,  Dorchester,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Land  and  Buildings,  Refuse  Stations. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ART  DEPARTMENT  APPROPRIATION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  12,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

The  appropriation  for  the  Art  Department  for 
the  fiscal  year  1911-12  included  an  item  of  $1,700, 
which  was  to  be  expended  for  the  renovation  of 
Faneuil  Hall.  As  this  was  not  a  special  appro- 
priation it  lapsed  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  the 
balance  of  over  one  thousand  dollars  remaining 
to  the  credit  of  the  department. 

According  to  the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Art  Department,  transmitted  herewith,  the  sum 
of  $485  is  required  for  the  final  payment,  under  a 
contract  with  Frank  W.  Bayley,  for  cleaning, 
varnishing  and  restoring  the  paintings. 

I   recommend,  therefore,  that   the  appropriation 
for  the  Art  Department  for  1912-13  be  increased 
by  this  sum,  so  as  to  make  a  total  of  $1,285. 
Yours  respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgekald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  April  10,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — This  commission  finds  itself  obliged 
to  ask  your  Honor  for  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $485,  to  make  the  final  payment  on  the  work 
done  at  your  Honor's  suggestion,  last  year,  in 
Faneuil  Hall. 

The  extra  $1,700  appropriated  for  that  purpose 
last  year,  being  part  of  the  regular  appropriation, 
has  lapsed,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  Auditor's 
Department  that  the  final  payment  under  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Frank  W.  Bayley  for  cleaning, 
varnishing  and  otherwise  restoring  the  paintings 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  which  was  approved  by  j'our 
Honor  on  October  26,  1911,  cannot  be  made. 
The  sum  required  is  $485.  This  is  in  addition 
to  the  $800  required  for  this  year's  necessary 
expenses. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Thomas  Allen,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BATHING    PLACE,    WOOD    ISLAND    PARK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  12,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Bath  Trustees,  requesting  that  the 
appropriation  of  $5,000  for  Bath  House,  Orient 
Heights,  which  has  lain  dormant  for  several  years, 
..be  transferred  to  a  new  appropriation  for  Bathing 
Establishment,  Wood  Island  Park,  and  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  which,  if 
passed,  will  effect  the  desired  transfer. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.ald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Bath  Department,  April  9,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  , 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear  Sir, — I  desire  to  seek  your  approval 
for  the  transfer  of  an  appropriation  of  .S5,000 
which  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  installing  a 
bath  house  at  Orient  Heights,  to  Wood  Island 
Beach,  East  Boston. 

This  appropriation  has  been  lying  dormant  for 
several  years  owing  to   the  remonstrances  which 


were  made  by  the  people  of  the  community 
adjacent  to  this  beach  against  installing  it  upon 
the  site  designated.  Moreover,  its  construction 
would  not  be  practical,  as  the  tide  leaves  the  flats 
exposed  for  a  large  portion  of  the  day,  and  this 
would  only  permit  of  its  being  used  a  few  hours 
daily. 

The  facilities  now  afforded  by  this  department 
for  the  patrons  of  the  Wood  Island  Beach  are  far 
inadequate,  and  the  patronage  was  so  large  last 
summer  as  to  necessitate  the  purchase  of  a  tent 
to  meet  the  demands  of  this  overflow.  This 
sum,  $5,000,  would  enable  the  Bath  Department 
to  construct  lockers  similar  in  design  and  size  to 
those  already  there,  which  would  double  the 
present  accommodations  and  relieve  the  con- 
gestion at  this  beach,  which  is  always  present 
during  the  hot  weather. 

The  improvement  contemplated  herein  is  one 
which  merits  urgent  action,  and  I  trust  that  your 
approval  may  be  had  for  the  speedy  transfer  of 
this  appropriation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  M.  Murphy, 

Chairman  Bath  'ITrustees. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  appropriation 
for  Bath  House,  Orient  Heights,  to  an  appropria- 
tion to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Bath  Trustees  for  Bathing  Establishment,  Wood 
Island  Park. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PARKMAN  FUND  APPROPRIATION— VETO. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,  1912, 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  return  herewith,  without  my  approval,  an 
order  passed  at  the  meeting  of  your  honorable 
body,  held  April  8,  1912,  appropriating  $250  from 
the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the  drawing 
of  plans  and  receiving  of  bids  for  a  locker  building, 
a  new  fence,  and  a  children's  playground  at  Orchard 
Park. 

I  feel  compelled  to  veto  this  order,  not  because 
I  question  the  desirability  of  making  these  im- 
provements at  Orchard  Park  at  the  proper  time, 
but  because  I  feel  obliged  to  accept  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  the  statute  governing  the  origin  of  such 
appropriations.  Section  3  of  chapter  486  of  the 
Acts  of  1909  specifies  that  "all  appropriations 
other  than  for  school  purposes  to  be  met  from  taxes, 
revenue,  or  any  source  other  than  loans  shall 
originate  with  the  Mayor." 

■The  late  Corporation  Counsel  and  his  successor 
in  written  opinions,  copies  of  which  are  attached 
to  this  communication,  interpreted  this  passage 
as  applying  to  appropriations  from  the  income  of 
the  Parkman  Fund,  and  whatever  my  personal 
inclinations  may  be  I  see  no  other  course  to  pur- 
sue than  to  stand  upon  the  decision  of  the  legal 
advisors  of  the  city. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

October  25,  1911. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — You  ask  my  opinion  in  regard  to  two 
questions  that  have  arisen  in  regard  to  the  income 
of  the  Parkman  Fund. 

Replying  to  the  questions  in  order  I  would  say, 
first,  that  in  my  opinion  the  anticipated  income 
for  the  municipal  year  can  be  appropriated  in 
advance  and  the  appropriation  need  not  be  limited 
to  the  income  which  has  accrued  at  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Second.  In  my  opinion  the  appropriation 
should  originate  with  the  Mayor  under  section  3 
of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909.  The  matter  of 
the  Parkman  Fund  and  its  expenditure  is  full  of 
doubtful  questions  because  the  City  of  Boston 
owns  the  fund  not  in  its  own  or  its  corporate 
capacity  but  as  trustee  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Parkman. 

Mr.  Parkman  left  the  residue  of  his  property  to 
the  City  of  Boston  in  trust  to  expend  the  income 
for    the    maintenance    and    improvement    of    the 
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Common  and  of  the  parks  existing  at  the  time  of 
the  making  of  his  will,  January,  1887.  His 
bequest  was  accepted  by  the  following  order  in 
March,  1909: 

"Ordered,  That  the  bequest  of  George  F.  Park- 
man,  late  of  Boston,  whereby  he  devised  the 
residue  of  his  estate  to  the  City  of  Boston  to  con- 
stitute a  fimd.  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the 
Common  and  certain  other  parka,  be  and  hereby 
is  accepted  by  the  City  of  Boston,  and  the  City 
Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  on  behalf  of  the 
city  to  receive  and  receipt  for  such  bequest,  con- 
vert the  same  into  money  and  invest  and  reinvest 
it  in  proper  seeiu'ities  and  hold  the  same  to  be 
expended  for  the  purposes  and  objects  named  in 
said  bequest." 

Later  in  Marcli  resolves  were  passed  as  follows: 

"Whereas,  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  of  the 
City  of  Boston  have  given  every  evidence  of  their 
qualifications  for  the  performance  of  their  duties 
in  the  matter  of  spending  their  appropriations  for 
their  respective  departments; 

"Resolved,  That  the  above-mentioned  Boards 
are  authorized  and  qualified  to  spend  such  sums  as 
may  be  appropriated  for  the  care  of  the  parlvs  and 
public  grounds  under  their  charge; 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish, 
by  means  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Supreme 
Court,  a  new  department  of  said  city  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  expending  the  income  from  the  Park- 
man  Fund  on  grounds  now  in  the  exclusive  charge 
and  care  of  said  Park  Commissioners  and  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Grounds." 

This  was  followed  by  the  order  of  May  24,  1909, 
which  authorized  the  Mayor  to  sign  such  deeds 
and  releases  as  might  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the 
conversion  into  cash  of  this  real  estate.  As  far  as 
I  know  these  were  all  the  orders  that  were  passed. 
They  left  undecided  the  questions  as  to  how  this 
income  was  to  be  divided  between  the  Common 
and  the  parks  and  for  what  purposes  the  money 
was  to  be  spent. 

In  order  to  avoid  questions  of  this  kind  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  the  trustees  of  the  Public 
Libraiy,  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  and  the 
managers  of  the  Franklin  Fund  have  been  in- 
corporated by  the  Legislature  and  given  full 
power  to  expend  legacies  given  to  the  City  of 
Boston  for  certain  specified  purposes.  The  in- 
come of  certain  other  legacies  has,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, been  paid  to  the  department  in  charge  of 
the  work  for  which  the  income  is  to  be  expended 
and  that  department  has  expended  it  as  it  pleased. 

As  an  example,  by  the  will  of  Charles  E.  French 
the  sum  of  $5,000  was  given  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
the  income  to  be  devoted  to  the  care  of  the  oldest 
and  largest  trees  on  Boston  Common.  The 
income  of  this  fund  is  paid  to  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Common  and  is  by  him  expended  at  fiis 
discretion. 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  the  Parkman  case  is 
that  part  of  the  income  is  to  be  expended  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  squares  and  part 
by  the  Park  Commissioners  and  it  is  necessary  to 
make  specific  appropriations  in  order  to  inform  the 
City  Treasurer  how  the  income  is  to  be  divided 
and  expended. 

As  it  is  an  absolutely  novel  case  it  is  to  be  in- 
terpreted by  common  sense  and  the  provisions  of 
the  city  charter.  It  is  apparent  that  the  city 
government  must  be  the  body  to  divide  the 
income  between  the  Conunon  and  the  different 
parks,  and  there  being  a  necessity  therefore  for 
an  appropriation,  it  seems  to  me  that  under  the 
city  charter  the  recommendation  must  come  from, 
the  Mayor.  . 

By  section  3  of  chapter  48G  of  the  Acts  of  1909 
if  is  provided  that  all  appropriations  othiir  than 
for  school  purposes,  to  be  met  from  taxes,  revenue, 
or  any  source  other  than  loans,  shall  originate  with 
the  Mayor.  These  appropriations  are  appropria- 
tions to  be  met  from  a  source  other  than  loans  and 
come  fairl.y  within  this  clause  of  the  charter 
amendments. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Thomas  M.  Bab.son, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

October  20,  1911. 
Hon.  .lohn  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Bo.ston: 
Dear  Sir, — I   wish  to  make  one  change  in  the 
opinion  which  I  sent  you  in  regard  to  the  Parkman 
Fund.     The  change  is  the  striking  out  of  the  word 


"municipal,"  in  my  reply  to  the  first  question  and 
substituting  the  word  "calendar,"  so  that  the 
sentence  would  read, — "In  my  opinion  the  antic- 
ipated income  for  the  calendar  year  can  be  appro- 
priated in  advance." 

Yours  respectfully, 

Thomas  M.  Babson, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  10,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston; 

Dear  Sir, — You  ask  my  opinion  on  the  following 
questions : 

Whether  the  anticipated  income  of  the  Park- 
man  Fund  for  the  calendar  year  may  be  appro- 
priated in  advance  or  is  to  be  limited  to  the  in- 
come which  has  accrued  at  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  the  appropriation  order. 

Whether  the  appropriation  of  the  income  of 
this  fimd  is  to  originate  with  the  Mayor  or  with 
the  City  Council. 

In  my  opinion  the  anticipated  income  of  the 
Parkman  Fund  for  the  calendar  year  may  be  ap- 
plied in  the  form  of  an  appropriation  to  the  main- 
tenance and  improvement  of  the  Common  and 
parks  existing  January  12,  1887,  and  this  appro- 
priation originates  with  the  Mayor. 

The  codicil  to  the  will  of  Mr.  Parkman  dated 
January  12,  1887,  relating  to  this  fund  is  as  follows: 

"I  devise  said  residue  to  the  City  of  Boston  to 
constitute  a  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of 
the  Common  and  the  parks  now  existing  and  is 
not  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  additional  land 
for  park  purposes.  Any  portion  of  said  income 
which  may  not  be  required  for  the  above  purpose 
in  any  year  is  to  be  added  to  and  invested  as  part 
of  said-fund." 

This  provision  of  the  will  of  George  F.  Parkman 
creates  a  valid  public  trust.  Burr  vs.  Boston,  208 
Mass.  537.  As  said  by  the  Court  in  this  case,  "  It 
supplies  funds  for  a  purpose  which  otherwise  must 
be  provided  for  by  taxation  and  so  far  tends  to 
lighten  the  public  burdens.  This  is  a  strictly 
public  use." 

The  City  of  Boston  may  hold  real  and  personal 
estate  for  the  public  use  of  its  inhabitants,  may 
act  as  trustee,  and  execute  the  trust.  Higginson  vs. 
Turner,  171  Mass.  580;  Revised  Laws,  chapter  25, 
section  13. 

The  plan  of  administration  of  the  trust  by  the 
city  government  as  adopted  by  Mr.  Parkman  and 
in  which  he  had  full  confidence  is  to  be  conformed 
to. 

The  Common  and  parks  existing  at  the  date 
of  the  codicil  are  in  the  charge  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Grounds  and  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners. They  are  the  administrative  officers 
of  the  city  who,  acting  under  the  Mayor  as  the 
executive  and  with  his  approval,  are  to  devote 
the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  to  the  mainte- 
nance and  improvement  of  the  Common  and  parks 
of  the  city  and  are  to  do  the  work  and  are  to  make 
the  necessary  contracts  therefor.  It  is  clear  that 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  in  the  government 
of  the  city  must  determine  the  requirements  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Grounds  and  the  Park 
Department  in  any  year  and  must  make  a  divi- 
sion of  the  income  between  these  departments. 
This  can  only  be  done  by  appropriation.  Such 
an  appropriation  originates  with  the  Mayor. 
By  the  charter  amendments  section  3,  chapter  486, 
of  the  Acts  of  1909,  all  appropriations  other  than 
for  school  purposes  to  be  met  from  revenue  or 
any  source  other  than  loans  shall  originate  with 
the  Mayor.  An  appropriation  of  the  income  of 
the  Parkman  Fund  is  within  the  express  language 
of  this  provision. 

The  City  of  Boston  acting  as  tru.stee  upon 
grounds  of  expediency  and  emergency  has  the 
power  and  authority  in  the  administration  of  the 
trust  to  bind  itself  by  contract  or  to  pledge  the 
credit  of  the  Parkman  Fund  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  improvement  and  maintenance  of 
the  Common  and  ijarl^s  at  the  proper  time  and 
season. 

The  city  government  accomplishes  this  result 
by  an  appropriation  originating  with  the  Mayor 
of  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  accrued  as 
well  as  anticipated,  in  the  manner  and  method 
provided  by  statute  for  the  government  of  its 
internal   affairs.      The  city   acts,   however,   in   the 
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capacity  of  a   trustee  rather  than  as  a  municipal 

corporation  exponding  money  raised  by  taxation. 

Vours  respectfully, 

Joseph  J.  Coubett, 
^   Corporation  Counsel. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALARY  INCREASES. 

The  following  was  received^ 

City  of  Boston, 
OfHce  of  the  Mayor,  April  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  recommend  the  pas.sage  of  the  accompanying 
draft  of  ordinance,  amending  the  Ordinances  of 
1898,  so  as  to  effect  increases  of  salary  for  two  lieads 
of  depai'tments.  The  Superintendent  of  Printing 
is  able  to  report  a  profit  of  .$3.5,357.81  in  the  opera- 
tions of  his  department  this  year  and  an  actual 
cash  balance  of  $75,441.97.  Both  the  profit  and 
the  cash  balance  are  far  in  excess  of  those  of  pre- 
vious years,  and  the  admirable  condition  of  the 
Printing  Department  seems  to  me  to  justify  the 
increase  recommended. 

The  responsibilities  of  the  Board  of  Health  are 
greater  than  ever  before,  owing  to  the  expansion 
of  the  department  of  child  hygiene  and  the  work 
done  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine.  The 
salary  proposed  for  the  head  of  that  department  is 
merely  a  recognition  of  these  heavier  responsibili- 
ties as  well  as  the  admittedly  high  professional 
standing  of  the  present  chairman. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

An  Ordinance  Amending  Section  5  of  Chapter  3 

of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1898. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  5  of  chapter  3  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
for  1898  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words  "forty-five  hundred"  in  line  30,  page  14, 
of  the  sixth  edition,  -and  substituting  therefor  the 
words  "five  thousand,"  so  as  to  read:  "the  health 
commissioners,  the  chairman  five  thousand"; 
and  by  striking  out  the  words  "three  thousand" 
in  line  5,  page  15,  of  the  same  edition,  and  sub- 
stituting therefor  the  words  "four  thousand,"  so 
as  to  read  "the  superintendent  of  printing,  four 
thousand." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees- named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Annie  Reagan,  for  compensation  for  injuries  to 
and  death  of  her  husband,  John  Reagan,  while  in 
the  employ  of  the  city. 

Hale  House  to  be  paid  .$7  for  barrels  lost. 

Patrick  McMorrow,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  and  time  lost  while  employed  in  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

Mrs.  Murdock  Munroe,  for  a  hearing  on  her 
claim  on  account  of  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  in 
Green  street. 

Julia  A.  Hughes,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  account  of  a  defective  sidewalk  on 
Revere  street  near  Anderson  street. 

Mary  E.  Quincy,  for  compensation  for  damages 
14-16  Willow  park  by  the  breaking  of  a  water  main. 

W.  F.  Arkinson  &  Co.,  to  be  repaid  a  sum  for- 
feited on  account  of  refusal  to  accept  a  contract. 

Public  Lands. 
Estate  of  George  H.  Ingalls,  that  the  city  execute 
a  deed  to  remove  cloud  on  the  title  of  estate  on 
Park  street,  Charlestown. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.:  ' 

Francis  Powell,  Jordan  Hall,  April  13. 

Bernadette  Masterson,  Boston  College  Hall, 
April  19. 

Fred  T.  Bridge,  Jubilee  Hall,  April  26. 

Harriet  Brackett,  Seaman's  Hall,  April  27. 

Daniel  Bloomfield,  North  Bennet  Hall,  April  29. 

Elizabeth  I.  Strittmatter,  Ward  17  wardroom, 
April  30  and  May  1. 


Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms, viz.: 

Joseph  Stone,  59  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 

Samuel  Friedman,  223-225  Hanover  street, 
Ward  0  (street  floor). 

The  Tosi  Music  Co.,  279  Hanover  street,  Ward  G. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSE. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  license  granted  by  the 
Secref(ary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


RAILROAD   POLICE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Police 
Department,  in  accordance  with  law,  giving  notice 
of  the  appointment  of  Harry  L.  Hill  as  railroad 
police  officer  for  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  Hearings,  on  April  16,  on  peti- 
tions of  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  for 
approval  of  376th  to  3S0th,  inclusive,  locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


ORDERS   OF  LOCATION,   ETC. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  as  follows: 

Alteration  of  381st  location.  West  Fourth  street; 
relocation  of  382d  location,  Court  and  Hanover 
streets;  cross  connection  at  383d  location,  Saratoga 
street. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  certifjang  that  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  occupy  the  hereinafter  named 
structures  and  of  intention  to  continue  such  use 
for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

George  R.  White,  354  Newbury  .street,  Ward  11. 

Thomas  Motor  Car  Company,  915-921  Boylston 
street)  Ward  11. 

Buick  Motor  Company,  17-19  Lawton  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor,  viz. : 

Michael  J.  Jordan,  Trustee  for  Children. 

John  H.  Fitzpatrick,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

(Certified  copies  of  the  above  appointments 
were  filed  with  the  Civil  Service  Commission  on 
April  15,  1912.) 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  of  the  approval 
by  the  Civil  Service  Commission  of  the  following 
appointments  of  the  Mayor: 

John  A.  Brett,  Library  Trustee. 
John  E.  Potts,  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustee. 
Charles  E.  Phipps,  Cemetery  Trustee. 
Francis  J.  Keany,  Hospital  Trustee. 
Edward  M.  Gallagher,  Infirmary  Trustee. 
Daniel  H.  Coakley,  Park  Commissioner. 
James  E.  Cole,  Wire  Commissioner. 
Charles    Bruen   Perkins,    Schoolhouse   Commis- 
sioner. 

Edward  G.  Richardson,  Assessor. 
Frederick  H.  Temple,  Asses.sor. 
Charles  E.  Folsom,  Assessor. 
Placed  on  file. 


COST   OF   SIDEWALKS,   ETC. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner b(  Public  Works  submitting  the  cost  of 
the  construction  of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  with 
granite  edgestones  on  the  following  named  streets, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  orders: 
That  the  persons  named  in  the  within  schedules 
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be  and  llie  same  lire  liorcby  assessed  the  sums  set 
against  their  respective  names  as  their  propor- 
tional parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewallis 
in  front  of  their  estates  on  said  streets,  and  the 
same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given 
to  the  parties  as  aforesaid,  viz.: 

Hal!  street.  Ward  23 $1,117  28 

Gaylord  street.  Ward  20 227  90 

Newhall  street.  Ward  24 1,0.52  00 

Hutchings  street,  Ward  21 1,37.'5  00 

Athelwold  street,  Ward  20 1.30  24 

Weld  Hill  street.  Ward  23 2,019  43 

Standish  .street.  Ward  20 540  ,50 

Roxbury  street.  Ward  19  (gravel) 339  99 

The  orders  were  jjassed. 


JURY   LIST. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Clerk  that 
the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  on  April  11, 
1912,  delivered  to  hin^  a  certified  copy  of  Docu- 
ment .50  of  1912,  being  a  list  of  names  of  persons 
liable  to  serve  as  jurors,  prepared  by  s.aid  Election 
Commissioners  in  accordance  with  the  provision 
of  law. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTHIDGE  presented  petitions  for 
minors'  licenses  fur  twenty-nine  newsboys,  four 
bootblacks  and  one  vendor — recommending  that 
permits  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  on  the  asual 
conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  April  8,  1912,  of  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  May  1, 
1912,  as  contained  in  Document  63. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  nvimber 
of  ballots  cast  9,  yeas  9,  and  the  several  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


MAKING    OF   HIGHWAYS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  2,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  (.$300,000)  be  and  hereby  is 
approprialed  for  Highways,  Making  of,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  393  of  tlii'  Acts  of  1900; 
and  that  to  mcu't  said  appritpriation  the  City 
'Preasurer  be  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  April  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  0,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  9. 


SEWERAGE   WORKS,   SOUTH   END. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  3,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  (.$17.5,000)  be 
appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  ConuTiissioner 
of  Public  Works  for  the  construction  of  sewerage 
works  for  the  South  End  district,  so  called;  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

On  April  2  the  foregoing  ord(;r  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  9. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  4,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  Tfiat  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  chapter  204 


of  the  Acts  of  1908,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ($150,000)  be  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
itiissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the  construction 
of  sewerage  works;  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  April  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  9. 


CLOSING  OP  STREETS,  MARATHON  RUN. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  special  assign- 
ment. No.  5,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner 
be  hereby  authorized  to  close  to  travel  by  vehicles, 
except  fire,  police,  ho.spital  and  mail  wagons,  on 
Friday,  April  19,  1912,  .such  streets  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  Marathon  races  on  said  day, 
and  the  City  Mes,senger  is  hereby  authorized  to 
rope  off  such  streets  as  the  Police  Commissioner 
may  require  in  connection  with  said  races;  the 
expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental  Ex- 
penses. 

Passed. 


ELECTION   OF   CITY   CLERK. 

Coun.  COLLINS  called  up  special  assignment. 
No.  6,  viz.: 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  Council  now  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  City  Clerk  for  the  term  ending 
the  first  Monday  in  February,  1914. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  the  question  came  on 
the  election  of  a  City  Clerk  for  the  term  ending 
the  first  Monday  in  February,  1914. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  before 
registering  my  choice  for  City  Clerk  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  remarks.  The  Finance  Commission, 
an  established  department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
costing  the  city  $35,000,  more  or  less,  during  the 
last  two  years,  has  made  a  number  of  recom- 
mendations looking  to  the  reorganization  or  the 
economical  administration  of  various  departments 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  None  of  those  recom- 
mendations that  have  been  made  in  the  last  two 
years  by  the  Finance  Commission  has  been  acted 
upon.  Among  the  recommendations  is  one  for  a 
reorganization  of  the  City  Clerk  Department, 
which,  according  to  the  Finance  Commission,  will 
result  in  a  saving  of  $15,000  a  year,  where  the 
present  expense  is  .$45,000  a  year.  The  gentleman 
for  whom  I  shall  vote  for  City  Clerk  has  given  me 
a 'personal  pledge,  and  he  has  also,  as  I  understaijd 
it,  said  the  same  thing  to  other  members  of  the 
Counctil — ^and  I  desire  to  state  it  so  that  it  \yill  be  a 
matter  of  record  here  in  the  City  Council — that 
if  elected  City  Clerk  he  will  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  that  department  with  the  intention 
in  good  faith  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Finance  Commission  in  respect  to  the 
reorganization  of  that  department;  that  he  will 
immediately  after  qualifying  take  up  the  matter 
with  the  Finance  Commission,  and  if,  after  a 
reasonable  time,  he  finds  that  he  is  unable  to  carry 
out  their  recommendations,  he  will  resign  the 
oflice  of  City  Clerk.  That,  Mr,  President,  affords 
me  an  opportunity  to  do  something  towards 
nnmicipal  reform,  towards  the  curtailment  of  the 
expense  of  running  our  city.  It  will  be  an  entering 
wedge  if  it  is  carried  out,  and  I  desire  to  have 
placed  on  the  records  of  the  City  Council  my 
reasons  for  voting  as  I  shall  do,  in  view  of  what 
I  have  reasonable  groundsto  expect  will  happen. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  say  just  a  word  before  I  cast  my  vote  in  this 
election.  I  stand  in  the  same  position  to-day  that 
I  did  a  little  over  four  years  ago,  when  I  cast  my 
ballot  for  our  late  City  Clerk,  .lohn  T.  Priest.  I 
at  that  time  voted  for  that  man  upon  his  record 
as  a  public  servant.  I  believed  then  in  promotion; 
I  believed  that  any  man  entering  office  in  the 
City  of  Boston  ought  to  have  some  ambition  to 
rise,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed,  if  he  showed 
proficiency  in'liis  work,  to  rise  to  the  highest  notch 
in  the  department.  For  that  reason  I  voted  for 
John  T.  Priest,  and  I  am  going  to  vote  to-day  for 
the  man  whose  name  I  shall  pronounce  when  the 
roll  is  called  for  that  reason — that  that  man  has 
given    long    and    faithful    service    to    the   City    of 
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HosUin,  and  I  brliove  t.liul,  il'  olcctcd  Ui  this  office, 
ho  will  to  the  best  of  his  ability  follow  out  the 
rccoinmondiitions  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
jirovided  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  proper 
performance  of  tlie  duties  of  the  ilepartment.  I 
believe  to-daj'  that  the  members*of  this  Council 
ought  to  stand  for  a  young  man  or  an  old  man 
lun'ing  a  ohaueo  to  make  a  career  for  himself  in 
the  service  of  this  city  as  well  as  ho  would  in  the 
service  of  a  private  corporation. 

Conn.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  before  voting  I 
would  like  to  say — although  with  some  hesitation, 
because  some  of  the  gentlemen  arc  present  whose 
names  are  going  to  be  voted  upon — that  I  believe 
in  a  business  corporation  in  promoting  a  good  and 
faithful  servant  who  has  done  a  good  .job.  At  the 
present  time  we  are  a  political  body  and  not  a 
business  corporation,  and  the  question  of  outside 
political  friendship  comes  in.  It  may  just  as  well 
be  stated  frankly,  weighing  the  two,  that  I  would 
naturally  prefer,  both  men  being  equal,  to  give  the 
place  to  a  friend  rather  than  to  the  man  who  had 
come  up  in  the  service.  But  in  the  present  case  I 
do  not  feel  that  the  two  men  are  equal.  I  feel  that 
both  are  able  to  handle  the  office  efficiently,  but  I 
do  not  feel  tluit  one  of  the  gentlemen  is  entitled 
to  the  office,  because  of  his  past.  I  told  him 
frankly  that  I  would  vote  for  him  if  I  could  satisfy 
my  mind  that  there  was  nothing  in  his  past  which 
would  be  embarrassing  when  we  came  to  give  him 
a  vote  out  of  friendship.  I  cannot  honestly  give 
him  my  vote  to-daj',  friendly  as  I  am  to  him, 
recognizing  as  I  do  not  only  my  personal  obligation 
to  him  but  the  obligation  of  the  association  which 
backed  me  for  election;  I  cannot  give  him  that 
vote  because  of  the  stories,  largely  untrue,  which 
hang  about  his  past.  I  say  it  with  the  deepest 
regret,  because  it  would  be  a  pleasure  under  other 
conditions  for  me  to  vote  for  him. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Clerk  will  call  the 
roll  and  each  man  will  announce  his  choice  for  City 
Clerk  for  the  term  ending  the  first  Monday  in 
February,  1914. 

The  Clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  members 
announced  their  choice,  with  the  following  result: 

For  James  Donovan — Coun.  Attridge,  Collins, 
Coulthurst,  Hale,  Kenny,  McDonald — 6. 

For  Wilfred  J.  Doyle — Coun.  Ballantyne,  Smith 
— 2. 

For  .John  F.  Dever — Coun.  Buckley — 1. 

And  James  Donovan  was  declared  elected 
City  Clerk  for  the  term  ending  the  first  Monday  in 
February,  1914. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message,  communication,  pre- 
ambles and  order  (referred  April  8)  releasing 
rights  in  certain  land  taken  for  Stony  brook  pur- 
poses— that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  preambles  and  order  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  9. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions, preambjes  and  order  (referred  April  1)  for 
release  of  land  on  Tremont  and  Gurney  streets — • 
that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  preambles  and  order  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  9. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  Roxbury  Historical 
Society  (referred  January  11)  to  change  the 
names  of  certain  public  squares,  etc.,  in  Roxbury — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  hereinafter  named  designa- 
tions be  given  to  the  following  locations,  viz.: 

That  Eliot  square  be  known  as  John  Eliot  square; 
that  Dudley  square,  Washington  and  Dudley 
streets,  be  known  as  Governor  Dudley  square; 
that  the  square  at  Dudley  and  Warren  streets, 
now  known  as  Governor  Dudley  square,  be  known 
as  Commodore  Winslow  square;  that  the  square 
on  Dudle.v  street,  near  St.  Patrick's  Church,  be 
known  as  Governor  Shirley  square;  that  the  square 
now  known  as  Roxbury  Crossing  be  known  as 
William  Pynchon  square. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
cause  the  park  bounded  by  Walnut  avenue.  Town- 
send,  Harold  and  Muuroe  streets  to  be  known  as 
Horatio  Harris  Park. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  cause  suitable  signs  to  be  placed  at  the  above 
named  locations. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldurrs  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  month  of  April. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

Coun.  COLLINS  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  which  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  Mayor  transmitting 
the  estimates  of  the  several  departments  for  the 
financial  year  1912-13,  and  tlie  appropriations 
recommended  by  him,  having  considered  the 
same,  respectfully  submit  the  following  Appro- 
priation Bill  for  the  cit.y  and  county  for  the  present 
financial  year,  and  recommend  its  passage,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  orders. 

For  the  Committee, 
Walteb  L.  Collins,  Chairman. 
Coun.  Coulthurst  dissents  from  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

City  of  Boston. 

Appropriation  and  Tax  Orders  for  the  Financial 

Year  1912-1913. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  w'ith  the 
first  day  of  February,  1912,  of  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  Citj'  Council 
during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston,  or  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  and  to  meet  their  respective  obligations  for 
interest  on  debt,  sinking  fund  requirements  and 
maturing  debt  not  provided  for  by  sinking  fund, 
the  respective  sums  of  money  hereinafter  specified 
be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
several  departments,  and  for  the  objects  and  pur- 
poses hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payments  to  the 
state  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the 
Acts  of  1895,  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment 
thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  requirements 
for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes,  be  met  by  the 
income  from  said  works  and  any  excess  over  income 
from  taxes;  that  the  other  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  out  of  the  money  remaining 
in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  business  on  January 
31,  1912,  exclusive  of  the  money  raised  by  loan  or 
needed  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  any 
statute,  gift,  trust,  or  special  appropriation,  and  by 
the  income  of  the  financial  year,  beginning  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1912,  and  by  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
$14,636,968.40,  and  that  said  amount  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  all  suras  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be  paid 
for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  depart- 
ment or  division  for  any  other  department  or 
division,  or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other 
than  the  City  of  Boston,  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury  and  then  credited  to  the  appropriation  of 
the  department  or  division  rendering  such  service 
or  doing  such  work,  and  that  all  contributions 
made  to  any  appropriation  be  expended  for  the 
olDJects  and  purposes  directed  by  the  several  con- 
tributors thereof. 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money  to 
meet  the  appropriations  aforesaid,  the  City  Treas- 
urer issue  and  sell,  at  such  times  and  in  such 
amounts  as  he  may  deem  best,  notes  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston,  not  exceed- 
ing nine  million  dollars  in  the  total,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  taxes  of  the  current  municipal  year; 
that  all  such-  notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
be  dated  the  day  the  money  for  the  same  is  received, 
be  made  payable  with  the  interest  thereon  at  the 
office  of  the  City  Treasurer  within  the  current 
financial  year,  from  the  taxes  of  said  year,  and 
bear  interest  from  their  date  until  the  same  are 
made  payable  at  such  rate  as  said  treasurer  shall 
deem  proper. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the  appro- 
priations of  the  City  Council,  and  all  taxes  assessed 
for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the  state  tax 
of  the  year  1912,  or  of  any  other  taxes  or  assess- 
ments payable  to  the  Commonwealth,  be  due  and 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1912;  that  all 
such  taxes  paid  after  the  first  day  of  November, 
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1912,  bfur  interest  from  and  inrluding  sai<I  day 
until  paid,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum, 
except  tlie  taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of  stoclc  of 
national  banks  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of 


t.welve  per  cent  per  annum  from  and  including  said 
firxt  day  of  November  until  paid;  and  that  all 
interest  which  shall  have  become  due  on  taxes 
shall  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such  taxes. 


Art  Department:  Eight  hundred  dollars 

Assessing  Department:  One  hundred  eighty-one  thousand  dollars 

Auditing  Department:  Forty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars 

Bath  Department:  Two  hundred  thousand  dollars 

Building  Department:  One  hundred  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  dollars — 

Building  Department 

Board  of  Appeal 

Cemetery  Department:  Eighty  thousand  dollars 

City  Clerk  Department:  Forty-five  thousand  dollars 

City  Council:  Fifty-one  thousand  dollars — 

Salaries 

City  Council  proceedings 

Incidental  expenses 


$126,200  00 
4,000  00 


$13,500  00 
12,500  00 
25,000  00 


City  Documents:  Thirty-six  thousand  dollars 

Collecting  Department:  One  hundred  thirty-five  thousand  dollars 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Department:  Two  hundred  thousand  dollars 

Election  Department:  One  hundred  sixty  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars 

Finance  Commission:  Thirty-five  thousand  dollars 

Fire  Department:  One  million  six  hundred  sixty  thousand  dollars — ■ 

Current  expenses $1,548,000  00 

Pensions 112,000  00 


Health  Department:  Three  hundred  fifteen  thousand  dollars 

Hospital  Department:  Five  hundred  seventy  thousand  dollars 

Institutions: 

Boston  Infirmary  Department:  One  hundred  ninety-five  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars — 

Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital 

Almshouse,  Charlestown 

Pauper  expenses 

Office  expenses 

Steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard" 

Children's  Institutions  Department:  Two  hundred  eleven  thousand  nine 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars — 

Placing  Out  and  Office  Division 

Parental  School 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys 

Institutions  Registration  Department:  Twenty-two  thousand  dollars 

Steamer  "Monitor":  Thirty  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars 

Law  Department:  Forty-nine  thousand  dollars 

Library  Department:  Three  hundred  sixty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  sixty-five  dollars.  .  . 

Licensing  Board:  Thirty-eight  thousand  dollars 

Market  Department:  Eleven  thou.sand  nine  hundred  dollars 

Mayor:  Fifty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars — 

Office  expenses,  etc $50,500  00 

Bureau  of  Information 7,000  00 


$160,500  00 

15,500  00 

5,500  00 

5,200  00 

9,200  00 


115,125  00 
52,.500  00 
44,300  00 


Music  Department:  Eighteen  thousand  dollars 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department:  One  hundred  sixty  thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  .  .  . 

Park  Department:  Four  hundred  thirty-three  thousand  dollars 

Police  Department:  Two  million  two  hundred  sixteen  thousand  dollars — 

Current  expenses $2,078,452  00 

Pensions 137,548  00 


Printing  Departineiit:  Salary  of  Superintendent  and  operating  expenses  to  be  met  by  revenue. 

Public  Buildings  Department:  Two  hundred  forty  thousand  dollars 

Public  Grounds  Department:   One  hundred  sixty-two  thousand  dollars 

Public  Works  Department:  Four  million  four  hundred  forty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars- 
Central  office $85,200  00 

Bridge  and  Ferry  Division 558,500  00 

Highway  Division 3,479,000  00 

Sewer  and  Water  Division,  Sewer  Service 326,000  00 


Registry  Department:  Forty  thousand  dollars 

Sinking  Funds  Department:  Two  thousand  three  hundred  fifty  dollars 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department:  Two  hundred  ten  thousand  dollars 

Statistics  Department:  Ten  thou.'and  five  hundred  dollars — 

Statistics  Department 

City  Rrcoril,  publication  of:  Expenses  to  be  met  by  revenue. 

Street  Ijaying-Out  Department:  One  hundred  thirty-one  thousand  dollars 

Supply  Department:  Thirteen  thousand  dollars 

Treasury  Department:  Forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  dollars 

Weights  and  Measures  Department:  Twenty-seven  thousand  dollars ' 

Wire  Department:  Sixty-seven  thousand  dollars 

County  of  Suffolk:  One  million  four  hundred  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  four  dollars- 


County  Buildings . 

Jail 

Supreme  .Judicial  Court 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session 

Probate  Court. 

Municipal  Court  Justices 

Municipal  Court,  Civil  Session 

Municipal  Court,  Criminal  Session 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  District. 

Carried  forward 


$100,000  00 
73,450  00 
41,000  00 
327,112  00 
200,000  00 
32,220  00 
43,475  00 
30,270  00 
80,000  00 
13,000  00 

$940,527  00 


$800  00 

181,000  00 

46,900  00 

200,000  00 


130,200  00 
80,000  00 
45,000  00 


51,000  00 

36,000  00 

135,000  00 

200,000  00 

160,800  00 

35,000  00 


1,660,000  00 
315,000  00 
570,000  00 


195,900  00 


211,925  00 
22,000  00 
30,900  00 
49,000  00 

307,165  00 
38,000  00 
11,900  00 


57,.500  00 

18,000  00 

160,400  00 

433,000  00 


2,216,000  00 

240,000  00 
162,000  00 


4,448,700  00 

40,000  00 

2,350  00 

210,000  00 

10,500  00 

131,000  00 
13,000  00 
48,600  00 
27,000  00 
67,000  00 


$13,058,540  00 
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liroiiiihl  forward 

Kiist  Boston  District  Court 

Mmiic'ipiil  (■ourt,  South  Boston  District.  . 

Municipiil  Court,  Dorchestor  District 

Municipal  Court,  Roxhury  District 

Municipal  (\)urt.  West  IJoxhury  District. 

Munici]);)!  Court,  Briglilon  District 

Boston  .luvcnilo  Court 

Police  Court,  Chelsea , 

ReKistry  of  Deeds 

Index  Commissioners 

Insanity  cases 

I^and  Court 

Medical  examinations 

Early  Court  Records 

Miscellaneous  expenses 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

House  of  Correction 

Office  expenses 


Water  Service:  Eight  hundre  c  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 
Current  expenses  and  extension  of  mains 


!ltytO,527 

00 

,$13,058,540  00 

11.000 

00 

i:i,(iOO 

00 

8,000 

00 

22,1)00 

00 

0,000 

00 

6,200 

00 

11,. 508 

00 

14,300 

00 

57,000 

00 

13,900 

00 

22,500 

00 

4,200 

00 

26,000 

00 

3,000 

00 

9,895 

00 

$1,175,390  00 

$210,000  00 

22,514 

00 

232,514  00 

bv 

1    A(Y7  f\r\A    (\C\ 

$14,466,444  00 

0  be  paid 

water  income.) 

$865,000  00 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  and  tax  orders 
as  reported. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  as  the 
dissenting  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions I  have  prepared  a  formal  statement  of  my 
position,  which  I  now  wish  to  offer.  At  the  outset 
I  wish  to  lay  particular  emphasis  upon  the  expres- 
sion "expenditures  for  current  expenses"  in 
contrast  with  "expenditures  for  permanent 
improvements."  On  or  about  Februarj-  16,  1912, 
the  Mayor  sent  to  the  City  Council  the  so-called 
Annual  Budget,  recommending  appropriations  for 
current  expenses  for  the  citj^  and  county,  exclusive 
of  School  Department  and  exclusive  of  Water 
Service,  amounting  to  $20,072,212.82.  But  this 
budget  is  very  misleading;  it  is  not  in  reality  the 
Annual  Budget;  it  does  not  contain  all  proposed 
appropriations  for  the  year's  current  expenses. 
The  Mayor  has  since  submitted  to  us  supplemental 
budgets  or  supplemental  appropriations  aggregat- 
ing $166,800,  and  under  date  of  March  15,  1912, 
in  a  letter  sent  to  the  individual  members  of  the 
City  Council,  he  has  signified  his  intentions  of 
recommending  further  appropriations,  four  items 
of  which  aggregate  $547,000.  While  these  supple- 
mental budgets  are  not  included  in  this  report, 
from  which  I  have  dissented,  they  are  for  all 
practical  purposes  before  us  as  a  part  of  the 
Annual  Budget  and  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  the  determination  of  the  question  of  how 
much  the  city  can  afford  to  spend  this  year  for 
current  expenses,  because  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
items  in  these  supplemental  budgets  are  in  the 
nature  of  current  expenses.  This  budget  or  series 
of  budgets,  call  it  what  you  wish,  totals  $20,785,000. 
Last  year's  current  expenditures,  according  to  the 
table  of  departmental  expenditures  printed  in 
City  Document  44,  were  $19,330,100.08.  Mayor 
Fitzgerald's  propo.sed  expenditures  for  this  year 
therefore  reach  the  alarming  total  of  $1,454,893.92 
in  excess  of  last  year.  This  sum  plus  $200,000, 
the  approximate  increase  in  the  school  appropria- 
tions, must  be  contrasted  with  the  increased 
revenue  from  the  increase  in  taxes,  estimated  by 
the  Mayor  at  about  $500,000.  It  has  been  argued 
in  committee  that  onlv  the  Mayor's  'initial  budget 
of  .$20,072,212.82,  which  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  has  reported  back  in  two  reports, 
is  before  the  Council  to-day  and  that  we  should 
not  cross  other  bridges  until  we  reach  them, 
but  I  claim  that  the  Annual  Budget  should  con- 
tain all  proposed  appropriations  for  current 
expenses,  except  emergency  items;  that  to  cut 
out  items  as  the  Mayor  has  done,  that  were 
known  at  the  time  that  the  budget  was  made  up, 
is  merely  financial  jugglery,  and  that  this  com- 
mittee now  has  full  notice  of  these  other  items 
aggregating  $713,800,  and  in  approving  this  report, 
with  its  insignificant  cut  of  $39,000,  is  facing  with 
the  Mayor  an  absolute  responsibility  for  -the 
tremendous  increase  in  current  expenditures.  W^e 
can  expect,  according  to  the  Mayor,  an  increase 
of  $15,000,000  in  general  assessed  valuations, 
which,  with  the  $15,000,000  assessed  valuations 
of  Hyde  Park,  will  produce  on  a  $10.40  tax  rate 
an  approximate  increase  of  $500,000  from  taxes 
over  last  year.     Contrast  this  increase  in  revenue 


with  the  probable  increase  in  current  expenses 
three  times  as  great.  I  further  claim  that  this 
body  before  passing  favorably  on  this  report 
should  insist  that  the  Mayor  furnish  it  with  any 
further  proposed  appropriations  for  current 
expenses  so  that  the  Annual  Budget  when  finally 
passed  shall  be  an  Annual  Budget  in  fact  as  well 
as  in  name  and  shall  contain  all  appropriations  for 
current  expenditures,  except  emergency  items.  It 
has  been  further  argued  in  committee  that  even 
assuming  that  we  pass  all  these  items  that  I  have 
referred  to,  aggregating  about  .$20,750,000,  still 
we  will  have  appropriated  less  than  the  last  year's 
total  of  $20,974,938.73.  The  complete  answer 
to  that  is  that  of  that  total- $19,330,106.08  is  the 
official  estimate  in  City  Document  44  of  current 
expenses.  The  balance  in  large  part  represents 
what  the  City  Council  appropriated  last  year 
for  permanent  improvements — such  as  $800,000 
for  the  City  Hall  Annex,  $200,000  for  divers  other 
items,  and  other  items  aggregating  about  $950,000 
that  were  transferred  from  the  Reserve  Fund.  In 
connection  with  this  whole  question  of  appropria- 
tions, I  wish  to  lay  down  the  following  proposi- 
tions of  sound  municipal  finance: 

First.  Appropriations  for  current  expenses 
should  not  increase  more  rapidly  than  receipts 
from  taxation.  To  illustrate:  Our  running 
expenses  this  year  should  not  exceed  those  of  last 
year  by  more  than  $500,000,  the  estimated  increase 
in  taxes,  and  yet  we  are  facing  a  probable  increa.se 
in  running  expenses  of  $1,500,000. 

Second.  Current  expenses  in  any  year  ought 
to  come  out  of  current  income  and  not  out  of 
surplus. 

■Third.  A  surplus  left  in  the  city  treasury 
from  the  previous  year  or  years  should  not  be 
applied  to  current  expenses  but  should  be  used 
for  permanent  improvements  or  recurrent  improve- 
ments of  a  permanent  nature.  To  illustrate: 
At  the  beginning  of  the  present  financial  year 
there  was  a  cash  surplus  of  $1,000,000  in  the 
city  treasury.  The  councilor  from  South  Boston 
suggested  to  the  Mayor  that  $400,000  of  that 
amount  be  specially  appropriated  for  street  con- 
struction and  $400,000  for  sewer  construction. 
This  the  Mayor  refused  to  do  because  he  evidently 
foresaw  then  the  necessity  of  using  this  surplus 
for  this  year's  current  expenses. 

Fourth.  To  use  surplus  for  current  expenses 
is  like  a  private  citizen  taking  his  savings  out  of 
the  savings  bank  to  pay  his  household  bills. 

Now  where  will  the  Mayor's  policy  of  current 
expenditure  leave  us  and  how  will  this  amount 
of  $20,750,000  be  financed?  There  is  a  surplus 
of  about  $1,000,000.  There  is  an  estimated 
current  revenue  from  other  sources  than  taxa- 
tion, according  to  the  City  Auditor,  of  about 
$4,500,000.  Allowing  for  a  state  tax  of  about 
$3,000,000  and  probable  school  appropriations 
$200,000  in  excess  of  last  year — these  both  being 
the  City  Auditor's  figures — it  will  be  necessary, 
according  to  the  City  Auditor,  to  have  a  tax  rate 
of  $16.50  this  year,  an  increase  of  ten  cents,  to 
appropriate  the  above  amount  of  $20,750,000. 
And  the  surplus  will  be  used  up  for  current  expenses. 
And  if  this  surplus  were  appropriated,  .as  it  should 
be  and  as  the  councilor  from  South  Boston  sug- 
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4  gcstetl,  for  poi'iniinont  improvements,  the  fol- 
lowing up  of  last  year's  wise  policy  in  that  regard, 
a  tax  rate  of  $17  would  bo  necessary.  Now  if 
these  figures  are  inacourale  I  am  ready  to  stand 
corrected,  but  I  am  satisfied  from  my  investi- 
gations and  from  my  talks  with  City  Auditor 
Mitchell  that  they  are  approximately  correct. 
Contrast  this  situation  with  last  year.  Last 
year  at  least  $1,950,000  was  appropriated  for 
permanent  improvements  out  of  current  funds, 
and  not  out  of  loan-s,  and  the  tax  rate  w-as  kept 
at  $U).40.  It  is  true  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  surplus  was  about  $.500,000  less  than  at  the 
end  of  the  previous  year  and  that  the  Shaw  estate 
taxes  of  .$492,000  were  wholly  spent  and  yet  over 
$1,000,000  was  available  from  current  taxes  and 
income  and  was  specificalfy  appropriated  for 
permanent  improvcmonts.  What  is  the  explana- 
tion of  this  apparently  sudden  change  in  one 
year?  The  explanation  is  this:  Mayor  Fitz- 
gerald's first  administration  ended  with  a  deficit 
of  almost  $.500,000;  his  successor  cut  out  a  lot 
of  extravagance,  pruned  down  current  expenses, 
and  returned  the  kcj-s  of  City  Hall  to  Mayor 
Fitzgerald  in  February,  1910,  with  a  surplus  of 
.$9.5.5,000.  The  iinming  and  economizing  had 
been  done  under  Mayor  Ilibbard,  but  the  present 
Mayor  was  able  to  reap  nuich  of  the  fruits  of  this 
economy.  This  was  shown  by  the  surplus  of 
almo.st  ■$!,. 500,000  remaining  at  the  end  of  the 
first  5-ear  of  his  .second  term.  But  vinder  his 
present  administration  curi-ent  expenses  gra<luall.v 
began  to  creep  up  again,  and  the  results  arc  now 
showing  themselves  in  this  series  of  budgets 
for  the  present  year,  and  next  year  the  sityiation 
will  be  correspondingly  worse.  The  Finance 
Commission  has  time  and  again  warned  tlie 
Mayor  concerning  the  methods  of  various  depart- 
ments under  him  and  has  recommentled  reforms 
which  he  has  wholly  ignored.  I  wish  here  and 
now  to  sound  a  note  of  warnii\g  against  the  present 
administration.  In  essentials  it  is  not  a  whit 
better  than  the  first  administration  of  the  Mayor — 
"gift  contracts"  have  been  cut  out  and  a  number 
of  minor  abuses  remedied,  but  the  present 
administration  promises  to  be  essentially  as 
extravagant  as  in  the  old  days  before  the  Finance 
Commission  made  its  disclosures.  The  citizens 
at  large  who  think  this  administration  is  on  the 
right  track  are  resting  in  a  state  of  false  security. 
When  the  people  wake  up  to  the  situation  the 
damage  will  have  been  done  and  we  will  be  face  to 
face  with  a  permanent  and  substantial  increase 
in  the  tax  rate.  I  believe  that  the  Mayor's 
budgets  are  at  least  $500,000  in  excess  of  what 
is  legitimate  in  nninicipal  finance.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  has  made  a  paltry 
cut  to  date  of  $39,000  in  appropriations  of  over 
$20,000,000.  I  for  one  refuse  to  share  the  respon- 
sibility before  the  citizens  for  the  standard  of 
expenditures  involved  in  this  budget,  in  the  sup- 
plemental budgets  that  are  before  us  and  are 
promised  us.  I  am  anxious  to  save  the  Mayor 
from  himself  and  to  make  his  administration  a 
successful  one  from  the  standpoint  of  economy 
and  efficiency,  and  if  my  fellow  members  had 
been  willing  to  share  the  responsibility  with  me, 
this  budget  would  have  been  cut  substantially 
and  would  not  be  finally  acted  on  until  all  proposed 
appropriations  for  current  expenses  were  before  us. 
Coun.  Ct^LLIN.S — Mr.  President,  your  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  met  this  year  as  usual 
and  gave  long  and  arduous  hearings  to  the  heads 
of  departments,  and  then,  after  those  hearings 
were  finished,  went  into  executive  committee 
meeting  as  a  Committee  on  Appropriations  and 
worked  well  up  to  midnight  on  this  bill,  until  it 
had  reached  a  conclusion.  With  all  the  items  I 
cannot  sa.v  that  I,  as  chairman  of  that  committee, 
am  satisfied,  but  I  do  believe  that  we  made  the 
best  practical  cut  that  could  be  made  under  the  . 
circumstances.  The'  gentleman  who  has  ju.st 
taken  his  seat ,  finished  his  argument  by  saying 
he  believed  that  this  Appropriation  Bill  should 
be  cut  $500,000,  and  that  if  he  had'  his  way  that 
would  be  <lone.  During  all  the  evenings  that  we 
worked  on  this  bill  I,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
and  every  other  member  of  the  committee — the 
committee,  by  the  wa.v,  consisting  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council — asked  the  gentleman  to  point 
out  specifically  what  items  he  would  eliminate. 
It  seems  appropriate  at  this  time,  Mr.  President, 
to  call  attc^ntion  first  to  the  real  increase  in  the 
Appropriation  Bill  of  this  year  as  compared  with 
last  .year,  then  to  find  out  just  how  much  we  are 
in  excess  of  the  amount  spent  last  .year,  and  deter- 
mine   whether    after    all     this    city    government, 


sitting  as  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  has 
been  extravagant  in  its  conclusions.  It  has  been 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  that  we  are  this 
year  sub.stautiall.v  ahead  of  last  year  in  the  matter 
of  appropriations.  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to 
me,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  waste,  the  expend- 
itures of  last  year  are  a  very  fair  criterion  to 
go  by  this  j'car.  Last  year  there  was  expended 
by  the  various  departments  of  the  city  over  which 
we  have  control  $19,330,106.08.  There  is  a 
practical  suggestion  which  the  gentleman  has 
.absolutely  missed  in  his  argument,  and  that  is  in 
regard  to  the  Reserve  Fund.  The  Reserve  Fund 
is  a  fund  which  is  drawn  from  by  the  Mayor, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Council,  and  appropriated 
to  the  various  departments  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  year  goes  on.  The  Reserve  Fund  at  the  end  of 
lastvear  was  $(i5,734.7S,  which  deducted  from  the 
$19,330,100.08,  leaves  $19,264,371.30.  That  is 
the  real  amount  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  of  last 
year.  This  year  what  do  vou  have,  sir?  You 
have  a  Reserve  Fund  of  $250,000.  That,  sub- 
tracted from  the  figure  which  the  gentleman  has 
named,  to  wit,— $20,072,212.82,— leaves  $19,822,- 
212.82.  That,  compared  with  the  figures  of  last 
year, — $19,204,371.30, — shows  that  there  is  really 
a  difference  between  this  year's  bill  and  last  year's 
bill  of  only  $5.57, 841. .52.  Mark  you,  gentlemen,  I 
am  speaking  about  this  difference  on  account  of 
the  argument  which  the  gentleman  made,  namely, 
that  we  should  not  spend  by  way  of  current  expend- 
iture anything  in  excess  of  the  amount  obtained 
through  our  increased  valuation.  $.5.57,841.52 
is  the  difference,  the  amount  which  this  bill 
exceeds  that  of  last  year,  save  and  except  one 
item  in  which  the  gc'ntieman  was  rather  inaccurate. 
He  said  that  our  cut  was  $39,000.  He  failed  to 
remember  that  while  the  committee  was  in  session 
during  those  weeks  an  order  was  sent  in  by  the 
Mayor  appropriating  over  $15,000  additional 
to  the  Election  Department.  That  leaves  our 
cut  substantially  $23,200.  That,  subtracted  from 
the  $557,841.52,  leaves  .$534,641.12.  He  says 
that  our  increase  consists  of  $15,000,000  taxable 
property  in  Hyde  Park  and  an  increase  of 
$15,000,000  taxable  property  in  Boston,  making 
$30,000,000,  giving  us,  in  other  words,  a  raise  of 
about  $500,000  by  reason  of  our  increase  in  valu- 
ations. The  comparison  of  the  two  bills,  showing 
the  increase  in  this  Appropriation  Bill  of  some- 
thing like  $.500,000  meets  his  argument  squarely, 
and  I  ask  him  to  answer  it. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  Is  not  the 
gentleman  in  making  his  argument  losing  sight  of 
the  fact  that  there  is  $160,000  in  additional  appro- 
priations pending  before  us,  with  an  intimation 
also  from  the  Mayor  that  he  is  going  to  send  in 
$5.50,000  more? 

Coun.  COLLINS — I  have  that  very  clearly  in 
mind,  and  I  was  about  to  answer  the  gentleman 
without  his  raising  the  question,  if  he  would  have 
waited  a  few  minutes.  I  will  answer  now.  The 
Appropriation  Bill  with  which  we  are  dealing  is 
a  fact,  not  a  fiction.  What  the  Ma.yor  purposes 
to  do  and  what  we  purpose  to  do  are  horses  of  a 
different  color.  We  are  talking  about  the  annual 
Appropriation  Bill  which  is  before  us,  not  that 
which  the  Ma.vor  nuiy  contemplate,  because  we 
all  know  that  the  Mayor  changes  his  mind  very 
frequently.  There  is  before  us  only  .$100,000,  and 
not  the  .$600,000  which  he  has  mentioned.  I  am 
talking  about  the  bill  under  debate,  not  a  supple- 
mcnt.al  bill  to  be  presented  in  the  future,  and  upon 
this  bill  I  base  my  argument,  and  not  one  that  may 
be  expected  in  the  future.  The  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  has  said  that  if  he  had  his 
way  he  would  cut  this  Appropriation  Bill  $500,000. 
I  ask  him  now,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  to  show  this  Council  ju.st  how  he 
purposes  to  make  the  cut  of  $500,000,  and  to 
refresh  his  recollection  I  will  point  out  the  chief 
increases  in  the  Appropriation  Bill  of  this  year 
and  ask  him  in  which  of  those  departments  he 
purposes  to  make  a  cut  and  what  items  he  would 
eliminate.  The  first  department  which  comes  to 
my  attention  is  the  Building  Department.  That 
department  last  year  spent  $110,082.97.  This 
year  the  department  has  been  allowed  $120,200, 
making  an  incrca.se  of  $15,517.03;  and  I  would 
inform  the  gcntlenuin  who  has  just  spoken  that  a 
rather  voluminous  report  has  been  handed  down 
upon  this  department  within  a  week  or  two  b.v 
the  Finance  IJepartment  in  which  it  is  suggested 
that  that  increase  is  proper  and  that  it  siiould 
stand — namely,  an  increase  of  $15,517.03.  The 
next    department    to    which    I    would    ('all    .your 
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ntloiilion  is  tho  Consumptives'  Ilospilal  Dopart- 
iiiont.  Tliat  depart  meut  is  allowcil  t.iiis  vear 
$200,000,  an  int-rcase  over  last  j'ear  of  .«12,104..59. 
May  I  ask  the  gentleman,  would  he  cut  that 
department?  If  so,  l>ow  much?  Tho  next 
department  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention 
is  the  Fire  Department.  That  department  has 
been  allowed  $1,060,000  while  its  estimated 
expenditures  were  $1,710,923.82.  The  amount 
allowed  that  department  over  last  year  is  .$47,- 
1504.69.  I  ask  the  gentleman,  would  he  cut  that 
department,  and,  if  so,  how  much?  Personally  I 
am  unalterabl.v  opposed  to  cutting  that  depart- 
ment, or  the  Police  Department,  believing  that 
those  departments  preserve  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  citizens  and  that  the  citizen,ship  of  Boston 
demands  that  a  sufficient  amount  of  nionc.v  be 
supplied  to  run  tliem  properly.  The  next  increase 
is  in  the  Health  Department,  an  increase  over  the 
amount  expended  last  year  of  .1120,704.3].  I  >isk 
him  concerning  that  appropriation, — will  he  cut 
it?  If  so,  how  much,  and  what  items  will  he  cut 
out?  I  ask  him  that  question  categorically  about 
every  one  of  these  departments  which  shows  an 
increase.  In  the  Hospital  Department,  for 
instance,  there  is  an  increase  over  last  year  of 
.118,401.07.  I  ask  him,  would  he  cut  that  depart- 
ment, and  if  so,  how  much?  The  Library  Depart- 
ment shows  an  increase  over  the  expenditures  of 
last  year  of  $11,295.56.  How  much  will  he  cut 
that  and  what  items  will  he  eliminate?  The 
Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department  shows  an 
increase  of  $12,842.56.  It  was  said  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  department  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  get  that  money  on  account  of  the 
annexation  of  Hyde  Park  and  the  items  were 
shown  specifically.  What  does  he  intend  to 
disallow  in  that  department?  The  Park  Depart- 
ment shows  an  increase  of  $28,025.29.  What 
items  will  he  eliminate  there?  The  next  depart- 
ment is  the  Police  Department.  That  shows  an 
increase  of  .$25,279.44.  What  items  will  be  cut 
out  there?  The  Highway  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  shows  an  increase  of 
$162,510.25.  Will  he  disallow  that  amount  or 
will  he  stand  by  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee plus  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Emerson, 
the  consulting  engineer  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion. The  next  item  we  have  nothing  to  do  with, 
but  it  is  significant,  and  I  would  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  there  is  an  item  for  the  Hyde 
Park  temporary  debt  amounting  to  $50,000. 
That  is  something  we  did  not  have  last  year.  In 
other  words,  I  think  I  have  shown  you  that  the 
real  difference  between  the  bill  of  .this  year  and 
the  bill  of  last  year  is  just  a  little  over  $500,000, 
and  hence  that  difference  is  met  bj'  the  increased 
values  and  enhanced  valuation  in  the  city.  It  is 
easy  to  criticise  and  rather  difficult  to  construct. 
For  that  reason,  in  order  to  make  the  way  easy 
for  the  gentleman,  I  have  pointed  out  some  of 
these  large  departments  and  have  asked  him  .just 
where  he  purposes  to  make  a  cut.  I  don't  believe 
it  is  scientific,  I  don't  thinlc  it  is  fair  to  malse  a 
cut  just  for  the  sake  of  cutting.  You  must  have 
a  reason;  you  must  have  the  items.  This  year 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  believed  that 
there  was  a  substantial  cut  made  by  the  Mayor 
and  after  consideration  and  deliberation  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  lasting  over  many  nights 
we  did  the  best  we  could  with  the  tools  at  hand. 
For  myself,  I  will  say  that  certain  items  may  be  a 
little  large,  but  on  the  whole  I  believe  it  is  a  fair  and 
equitable  Appropriation  Bill.  In  conclusion  I  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  that  when  the  supple- 
mental appropriations  to  which  he  has  referred 
come  to  the  Council  that  will  be  the  time  to 
discuss  the  question  whether  they  shall  be  allowed 
or  disallowed,  and  not  now.  I  do  not  think  I 
should  close  without  calling  to  your  attention 
one  fact,  and  that  is  that  the  chairman  of  your 
committee  had  a  conference  with  the  City  Auditor, 
Mr.  Mitchell,  as  long  as  that  gentleman's  name 
has  been  mentioned.  The  result  of  that  con- 
ference is  this,  that  the  Auditor  assures  the  chair- 
man that,  provided  the  School  Department 
appropriates  all  it  can,  with  the  appropriations 
before  us  at  present  and  not  those  which  the 
gentleman  speaks  about  in  future,  we  will  have 
something  like  $4.50,000  to  use.  If  the  Scliool 
Department  does  not  use  all  the  money  it  can, 
does  not  use  the  ten  cents  a  thousand  more  to 
which  it  is  entitled,  we  will  have  $600,000.  If 
you  subtract  the  items  of  $166,000 — which  is 
the  only  fair  argument  you  can  make,  because  the 
items  making  that  up  are  the  only  special  appro- 
priations there   are   before   this   committee — there 


will  be,  assuming  that  the  .School  Committee  does 
not  use  all  the  money  it  can  under  the  statute, 
$400,000  available.  Assuming  that  it  does  use 
all  it  can,  you  will  have  substantially  $300,000. 
I  have  a  great  many  other  figures  which  I  might 
show,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be  proper  to 
do  so  at  this  time,  unless  circumstances  demand 
it.  With  this  statement  I  leave  this  bill  with  the 
Council  for  its  mature  consideration. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  have 
one  amendment  that  I  wish  to  offer  to  this  bill. 
I  move  that  the  bill  as  reported  be  amended  so  far 
as  the  Bath  Department  is  concerned  and  that 
the  amount  for  the  Bath  Department  read  $205,000 
in  place  of  $200,000.  Two  hundred  and  five 
thovisand  dollars  is  the  amount  that  the  Mayor 
allowed,  and  while  the  committee  were  not  unani- 
mous in  the  reduction  of  the  amount,  the 
majority  voted  to  reduce  it  to  $200,000.  I  believe 
that  there  may  be  some  chance  to  run  the  Bath 
Department  for  a  much  less  sum  than  that  for 
which  it  is  now  run.  But  we  have  that  department 
on  our  hands?;  it  has  now  expended  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  year's  appropriation  in  accordance 
with  law,  previous  to  the  appropriation  being 
made,  and  I  believe  we  should  appropriate  a 
sufficient  sum  of  money  to  run  the  department 
for  the  balance  of  the  year.  If  this  Council  or 
any  committee  of  the  Council  can  then  discover 
that  the  money  is  being  wasted,  that  there  is 
more  help  than  is  needed  in  that  or  other  depart- 
ments and  that  the.y  can  be  reduced,  that  will  be 
the  time  to  make  a  report  either  here  or  to  the 
Finance  Commission.  But  I  believe  we  should 
appropriate  a  sufficient  sum  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  a  proper  sum  for  the  running  of  the 
departments,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  m.y  amend- 
ment will  prevail  and  that  the  Bath  Department 
will  be  allowed  $205,000. 

Coun.  Ballantyne's  amendment  was  adopted, 
making  the  amount  for  the  Bath  Department 
$205,000  instead  of  $200,000. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr,  President,  I  move 
that  the  bill  be  approved  as  a  whole  as  presented 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  with  this 
amendment. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  attitude  announced  earlier  in 
the  day  I  want  to  show  my  good  faith  so  far  as 
the  City  Clerk's  Department  is  concerned.  I 
move  that  the  City  Clerk  Department  be  reduced 
from  $45,000  to  $35,000,  so  that  the  incoming 
City  Clerk  will  have  to  spend  the  amount  that  the 
Finance  Commission  says  is  enough  to  run  his 
department  plus  a  certain  leeway  for  the  months 
that  have  already  elapsed  this  year. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  Coun. 
Coulthurst's  amendment. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  not  prevail.  That  question  has 
been  up  before  us  for  three  years  and  ever  since 
I  have  been  in  the  city  government  we  have 
investigated  the  thing  carefully,  as  carefully  as  we 
are  capable  of  doing.  It  has  seemed  to  us  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  cut.  We  have  considered  it 
this  year,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  has  said.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

Coun.  Coulthurst's  amendment  was  de- 
clared lost.  Coun.  COULTHURST  doubted  the 
vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  -and  nays.  The 
amendment  was  lost,  yeas  1,  nays  7,  Coun. 
COULTHURST  voting  yea. 

The  appropriation  and  tax  orders  as  amended 
were  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0.  - 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  the  same  would  not  prevail;  lost. 


ROPING    OFF   FRANKLIN   FIELD. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  cause  the  neces- 
sary roping  off  required  at  Franklin  Field  and  at 
the  North  End  Park  in  connection  with  the  cele- 
bration of  Patriots'  Day,  on  Friday,  April  19, 
1912;  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Passed. 


SEATS   AT   CITY   SQUARE. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
.Superintendent  of   Public  Grounds  be   requested 
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through    his    Honor   the    Mayor,    to    place   seats 
around  the  triangle  at  City  square,  Charlestown. 
Passed. 


PREPARATION   OF   JURY   LIST. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  names 
on  the  jury  list  as  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners  to  be  written 
each  on  a  separate  ballot,  folded,  and  placed  in  the 
box  provided  for  the  purpose. 

Passed. 


ELECTION  RETURNS,  APRIL  30. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Messenger  be  directed  to  make  the  usual 
arrangement  for  receiving  election  returns  on  the 
day  of  the  primary  election,  April  30,  1912,  and 
that  the  Mayor's  hearing  room  be  opened  on 
the  evening  of  said  day  for  the  announcing  of  said 
returns,  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Paj 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — 
that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Francis  Powell,  Jordan  Hall,  April  13. 

Bernadette  Masterson,  Boston  College  Hall, 
April  19. 

Fred  T.  Bridge,  Jubilee  Hall,  April  26. 

Harriet  Brackett,  Seaman's  Hall,  Ajjril  27. 

Daniel  Bloomfield,  North  Bennet  Hall,  April  29. 

Elizabeth  I.  Strittmatter,  Ward  17  wardroom, 
April  30  and  May  1. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
the  usual  conditfbns. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms — 
that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Joseph  Stone,  59  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 

Samuel  Friedman,  223-225  Hanover  street, 
Ward  6  (street  floor). 

The  Tosi  Music  Company,  279  Hanover  street. 
Ward  6. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 


CONGR0SS   OF  CHAMBERS   OF 
COMMERCE,   ETC. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  there  is  one  matter  pending  before  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  which  I  think  all  the  members 
are  in  favor.  That  is  the  recommendation  of  the 
Mayor  in  respect  to  an  appropriation  of  $25,000 
for  the  coming  Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce 
and  Industrial  and  Commercial  Associations  of  the 
World.  I  move  that  that  be  recalled  from  the 
committee  and  considered  here  now,  in  order  to 
save  time. 

The  paper  referred  to,  being  a  communication 
from  the  Mayor  under  date  of  April  1^  transmit- 
ting a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  requesting  an 
appropriation  by  the  city  of  $25,000  for  a  share  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Congress  referred  to,  with  an 


order  recommended  by  the  Mayor  recommending 
the  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  that  purpose, 
was  recalled  from  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, to  which  it  was  referred  April  1. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
referred  to,  reading  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated,  to  be  added  to  the  appropriation 
for  Mayor,  Office  Expenses,  etc.,  to  be  expended  for 
the  reception  of  the  delegates  to  the  Fifth  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  and 
Industrial  and  Commercial  Associations  of  the 
World,  and  that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  that  order 
which  is  now  before  the  Council  is  one  of  the 
special  orders  included  in  the  $166,000  which  the 
councilor  on  my  right  (Coun.  Coulthurst)  has 
referred  to,  pending  before  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  I  thought  I  would  call  that  to 
the  councilor's  attention  at  this  time  because  I 
think  it  is  now  up  to  us  for  consideration,  the 
councilor  on  the  other  side  having  moved  that  it  be 
taken  up  forthwith.  As  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  I  think  it  is  highly  com- 
mendable and  desirable  and  that  it  should  be 
taken  up  at  once  and  acted  upon.  This  is  a  con- 
gress that  is  going  to  mean  much  to  the  City  of 
Boston;  and  since  the  merchants  of  Boston  are 
going  to  supply  most  of  the  money  themselves 
and  since  the  benefit  directly  or  indirectly  will 
accrue  to  the  City  of  Boston,  it  .seems  to  me  that 
Boston  should  at  least  do  its  small  part  in  helping 
along  the  good  cause,  this  great  meeting  of  the 
merchants  of  the  world.  For  that  reason,  sir, 
I  respectfully  second  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
on  the  other  side  and  trust  that  it  will  prevail. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  am 
well  aware  of  the  fact  that  this  is  one  of  the  items 
referred  to  in  my  remarks,  and  I  also  realize  that 
it  is  not  an  item  that  should  be  specifically  charged 
to  the  current  expense  account  of  the  city.  That 
does  not  at  all  alter  the  substance  of  my  argument, 
that  our  running  expenses  for  this  year,  including 
the  School  Committee's  increases,  promise  to  be  a 
million  to  a  million  and  a  half  over  those  of  last 
year  with  an  increased  revenue  of  but  $500,000. 
I  am  in  favor  of  this  appropriation,  as  I  undoubt- 
edly shall  be  in  favor  of  most  of  the  appropriations 
included  in  that  list  to  w'hich  I  have  referred. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  papers 
relating  to  this  matter  have  already  been  printed 
in  the  minutes  of  our  meeting,  and  I  think  the  sub- 
ject is  entirely  familar  to  everybody.  The  appro- 
priation of  $25,000  is  a  contribution  on  the  part  of 
the  city  to  the  Fifth  International  Congress  of 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Industrial  and  Com- 
mercial Associations  of  the  World.  I  asked  to 
have  it  recalled  in  order  that  action  might  be 
taken  upon  it  this  afternoon.  I  think  all  the 
members  are  familiar  with  it  and  have  discussed 
it  informally  and  that  there  is  no  need  of  further 
debate  upon  it.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the 
body  come  to  a  vote  upon  it. 

■The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  the  Coun- 
cil refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  at 
five  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  22, 
at  3  p.  m. 
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Wednesday,  April  17,  1912. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m  , 
President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair.  Absent— 
Coun.  Buckley,  Hale  and  Kenny. 
.  The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following 
call: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1912. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council; 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Wednesday, 
April  17,  1912,  at  1  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  acting  upon  the  report  of  the  Park- 
man  Fund  Committee. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald.  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PARKMAN   FUND   REPORTS. 

Coun.  SMITH,  for  the  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
appropriating  $130,000  for  zoo  and  aquarium 
(referred  February  26),  that  the  order  ought  to 
pass,  to  be  paid  from  time  to  time  as  it  accumu- 
lates and  is  paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  I  would  like  to 
vote  against  this  on  the  following  grounds.  I  think 
that  to  appropriate  $130,000  in  this  way,  as  the 
income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  matures,  is  acting  on 
the  wrong  principle.  I  do  not  believe  we  ought  to 
pledge  the  income  from  the  Parkman  Fund  in 
anticipation  of  receiving  it.  I  believe  that  is  bad 
finance.  It  is  perfectly  legal  to  do  it,  of  course.  I 
realize  that  any  trustee  can  spend  the  income  of  a 
trust  before  he  receives  it.  But  that  is  not  a  good 
custom.  I  think  we  are  doing  wrong  in  spending 
this  $130,000  in  anticipation  of  getting  it.  At  the 
present  time  there  is  only  $70,000  in  round  figures 
in  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  this  order  calls  for 
$130,000.  I  also  think  that  $130,000  is  an  undue 
amount  to  give  to  the  zoological  garden  and 
aquarium.  We  have  already  given  for  the  zoo  and 
aquarium  $217,000.  The  Park  Commission  asked 
for  $160,000  more  this  year.  Whether  that  will 
complete  their  plans  we  have  no  way  of  knowing. 
That  makes  $380,000  spent  out  of  the  income  of 
the  Parkman  Fund  for  zoo  and  aquarium.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  I  was  not  in  the  Council  at  the 
time  when  those  institutions  were  originally 
planned.  I  would  have  been  against  them  then,  and 
have  been  against  them  right  along,  because  these 
two  institutions  entail  an  expenditure  on  the  city 
estimated  now  at  $50,000,  and,  like  most  estimates, 
that  is  probably  too  low;  and  we  will  have  to  pay 
that  amount  out  of  the  city's  taxes  year  after  year. 
If  we  don't,  we  will  have  to  pay  it  from  the  income 
of  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  we  have  used  up  a 
quarter  of  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  in  per- 
petuity. My  reason  for  objecting  to  this  $130,000 
is  not  only  that  it  is  too  much  for  that  purpose,  but 
that  while  we  are  giving  that  $130,000  to  the  zoo 
and  aquarium  the  Common  remains  in  the  (Condi- 
tion of  a  dump.  At  the  present  time  the  Common 
is  torn  up  almost  from  one  end  to  the  other.  Ii  has 
been  so  for  several  years.  It  is  the  central  park  of 
the  city,  the  park  that  every  visitor  to  Boston  sees, 
and  instead  of  being  an  ornament  to  the  city,  for 
more  than  two  years  it  has  been  an  eyesore.  I 
think  instead  of  building  a  new  bird  cage  on  Frank- 
lin Park  we  should  complete  the  renovation  of  the 
soil  on  Boston  Common;  that  we  should  make  our 
central  park  a  beauty  spot  rather  than  an  eyesore. 
At  the  present  rate  we  are  spending  too  much  on 
the  zoo,  when  we  ought  to  spend  it  on  the  Common. 
I  believe  if  this  matter  were  left  to  referendum  of 
the  people  of  Boston  they  would  not  stand  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  on  the  zoo,  but  would 
prefer  to  have  it  spent  on  the  Common.     The  idea 


of  the  Park  Commission  seems  to  be  that  a  bird 
in  the  cage  is  worth  about  one  hundred  in  the  trees. 
They  are  willing  to  let  the  trees  go  without  ferti- 
lizing, without  care,  to  let  the  soil  run  out  on  the 
Common,  in  order  that  we  may  add  one  more 
building  to  the  zoo  on  Franklin  Park.  I  am  abso- 
lutely against  the  expenditure  of  so  much  money 
for  the  purpose  suggested,  as  chairman  of  the 
Parknian  Fund  Committee.  I  am  against  it  be- 
cause it  is  acting  on  the  wrong  principle  to  spend  it 
before  it  comes  into  the  treasury  and  I  am  against 
it  also  because  the  amount  suggested  is  an  undue 
amount,  when  we  consider  that  the  Common  is  to 
go  on  without  completion  this  year. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  yeas  5,  nays  1, 
Coun.  SMITH  voting  nay. 

(2)  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  appropriating  $2.5,000  for  Common  and 
Public  Garden  irrigation  system  (referred  March 
25) ,  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  going  on  the 
principle  that  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread, 
I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  order.  Twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  will  see  this  work  carried  up  to 
June  1 ;  after  that  they  will  have  to  quit.  Twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  will  not  complete  the  Com- 
mon this  year;  the  Common  will  go  in  its  present 
condition  over  to  another  winter  and  will  remain 
an  eyesore  in  this  city  over  another  winter  and 
probably  another  summer.  It  is  useless  to  say 
that  later  in  the  year  we  can  appropriate  the  neces- 
sary money,  because  if  you  will  figure  out  the  neces- 
sary money  for  the  Common  as  reported  by  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Grounds  Sullivan,  you  will  see 
that  it  is  $66,000.  Sixty-six  thousand  dollars  and 
$130,000  make  $196,000,  which  is  more  than  the 
income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  this  year.  So,  by 
acting  on  the  $130,000  order  which  has  just  pre- 
ceded this,  you  have  put  out  of  the  range  of 
possibilities  the  completion  of  the  Common  this 
year.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  make  our  central 
park  what  it  should  be.  You  will  have  spread 
over  a  period  of  four  years  work  that  Mr.  Parkman 
left  the  money  for,  in  the  first  place,  and  work  that 
should  have  been  done  in  one  year.  If  done  in 
one  year  it  would  be  done  more  economically  and 
with  less  nuisance  to  the  people  of  this  city,  and 
would  be  less  of  an  eyesore  to  the  city  than  has 
been  the  fact.  What  should  be  a  one-year  job 
becomes  a  four-year  job,  in  order  that  we  may  have 
a  zoo  and  aquarium  costing  $180,000,  placing  on 
the  city  a  burden  in  every  year's  tax  levy  of  at 
least  $50,000,  the  only  alternative  being  that  if 
you  do  not  take  that  from  the  tax  levy  you  will 
have  to  take  it  from  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  you 
have  spent  one-quarter  of  the  income  of  the  Park- 
man  Fund  on  a  thing  that  was  never  contemplated 
by  the  giver  of  that  fund,  a  thing  that  is  not  an 
improvement  in  the  sense  that  he  meant  in  his 
will.  It  means  a  new  institution,  the  running 
expenses  for  which  must  come  either  out  of  taxes 
or  out  of  that  fund.  I  cannot  put  too  strongly  my 
objection  to  building  an  institution  of  this  kind, 
and  I  cannot  put  too  strongly  my  objection  to 
building  it,  particularly  in  view  of  the  work  which 
is  necessary  on  the  Common,  the  park  that  he 
particularly  left  his  money  for.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  Council  at  the  very  outset  in  handling  this 
fund  has  left  the  terms  of  the  will  behind,  has  left 
the  desire  of  the  donor  of  the  money  behind,  and 
has  set  out  on  a  course  which  is  bound  sooner  or 
later  to  result  in  embarrassment  to  the  citizens  of 
this  town.  They  have  made  it  almost  necessary 
to  have  a  special  commission  or  a  special  body  to 
handle  this  money,  because  it  seems  to  me  that 
up  to  the  present  time  they  have  shown  themselves 
unfit  to  handle  the  money.  You  have  not  only 
made  it  impossible  to  complete  the  work  on  the 
Conimon  this  year,  but  you  have  made  it  im- 
possible to  make  such  necessary  improvements  as 
those  required  in  Orchard  Park,  Ward  17.  I  had 
an  order  before  the  Council  to  have  that  done  out 
of  the  Parkman  Fund.  It  was  one  of  the  parks 
that  existed  at  the  time  the  fund  was  left  to  the  city, 
and  it  should  be  attended  to.  But  now,  unless  you 
can  induce  the  Mayor  to  give  us  a  special  order 
on  this  subject,  we  will  have  to  let  Orchard  Park 
go  for  the  year.  I  think  both  the  required  work 
on  Orchard  Park  and  the  completion  of  the  work 
on  the  Common  are  more  important  than  building 
an  additional  bird  cage  on  Franklin  Park. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  think  it  is 
agreed  among  the  members  of  the  Council  that  an 
appropriation  from ,  the  Parkman  Fund  cannot 
now  be  originated  by  this  body.     As  a  practical 
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matlin'.  if  it  did  orisinato  with  lis  tlii'  .M:i>()r  would 
veto  it  and  liriice  thorp  would  bo  nothing  dono  with 
the  Parkuian  Fund  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
appropriation  we  attempted  to  originate.  I  did 
not  purpose  at  this  time  to  discuss  those  orders,  but 
because  of  some  statements  of  the  gentleman  it  is 
necessary  to  make  one  or  two  remarks  concerning 
the  action  of  this  body  in  passing  these  orders.  The 
orders  before  the  Council,  the  only  orders  upon 
which  the  Council  can  act,  are  tw-o — one  of  ,'B130,000 
for  a  zoo  and  aquarium  and  one  of  ,$25,000  for 
renovating  the  soil  on  the  Common.  I  think  we 
are  all  agreed  that  the  renovation  of  the  soil  on 
the  Common  ought  to  be  done  and  done  reasonablj- 
quickly.  This  Council  has  never  since  it  came 
into  office  refused  at  any  time  to  cooperate  with 
the  chief  executive  of  the  city  and  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Grounds  concerning  the  renovation  of 
soil  on  the  Common  as  well  as  the  improvement  of 
the  Common  from  the  Parkman  Fund.  We  have 
given  to  the  Common  a  bandstand  as  a  memorial 
to  Mr.  Parkman.  I  think,  with  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken,  that  perhaps  the  Common 
was  more  in  Mr.  Parkman's  mind  than  any  other 
playground  or  park  when  he  made  his  will.  As  to 
what  Mr.  Parkman's  intention  was,  surely  I  don't 
know.  I  don't  know-  that  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken  knows.  I  have  not  heard  anybody- 
state.  Tw-o  years  ago  the  Corporation  Counsel 
decided  that  a  zoo  and  aquarium  w-ere,  strictly 
speaking,  improvements  under  the  Parkman  will 
and  that  as  such  thej-  could  come  within  the  scope 
of  that  w-ill.  He  ruled  that  w-ay,  and  therefore 
decided  to  that  extent  that  those  purposes  could 
he  read  into  the  intention  of  the  testator.  This 
work  has  been  started  and,  of  course,  it  is  wrong 
for  us  to  take  the  stand  that  we  will  stop  it  while 
it  is  in  process  of  construction.  What  is  the 
situation?  It  is  this:  The  Park  Commissioners 
unanimously  come  to  this  Council  and  say  that 
they  are  about  to  start  w-ork  which  will  practically 
be  the  chief  work  in  building  the  zoo  and  aquarium, 
that  they  wanted  -$160,000,  but  want  to  be  sure  of 
getting  $130,000.  What  did  the  committee  on 
Parkman  Fund,  of  which  the  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  is  chairman,  do?  It  said,  of  course,  that 
the  w-ork  on  the  Connnon  should  not  stop,  should 
have  the  right  of  w-ay,  and  the  onb-  order  before 
the  City  Council  pertaining  to  the  improvement  and 
renovation  of  the  soil  on  the  Common — to  wit, 
that  of  $25,000 — was  given  precedence  by  your 
Parkman  Fund  Committee,  to  be  paid  forthwith 
for  that  purpose,  the  balance  to  be  then  given  for 
the  zoo  and  aquarium.  As  the  income  accrues 
from  the  Parkman  Fund  from  time  to  time  the 
balance  of  $150,000  is  to  be  given  for  the  zoo  and 
aquarium.  In  other  words,  the  committee  sup- 
ported in  that  matter  the  Park  Department,  which 
has  made  its  plans  and  specifications.  We  are 
simply  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  say,  "We 
are  practically  sure  of  so  much  money,  which  w-e 
need  for  the  proper  institution  and  development 
of  this  work."  As  to  the  administration  details 
and  the  question  whether  that  institution  is  a  bird 
cage  or  not,  it  seems  to  me  that  we,  as  members  of 
this  city  government,  have  not  much  to  say. 
If  we  have  confidence  in  the  department  itself  w-e 
should  in  a  measure  take  judicial  notice  of  its 
judgment.  For  that  reason  the  Council  has  per- 
haps made  an  exception  in  this  case,  depai-ting  from 
the  ordinary  procedure  and  saying  to  this  depart- 
ment, "We  will  assure  you  of  this  amount  of 
money  this  year  from  the  Parkman  Fund."  It 
seems  to  me  that  under  all  the  circumstances  that 
was  tlie  proper  and  sensible  thing  to  do. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  sorry  that 
Coun.  Collins  has  descended  to  this  quibble.  The 
actual  fact  is  that  the  Park  Commissioners  asked 
for  $160,000  to  complete  the  work.  Now  this 
order  calls  for  only  $130,000.  In  other  words,  the 
Mayor  cut  them  down  $30,000.  If  this  Council  had 
been  sincere  in  desiring  tOv  have  the  work  on  the 
Common  completed,  they  undoubtedly  could  have 
cut  the  Park  Commissioners  down,  we  will  say, 
$50,000,  in  order  that  the  w-ork  on  the  Common 
could  be  completed;  but  in  passing  this  order  for 
$130,000  they  have  kept  it  out  of  the  range  of 
possibility  for  the  Common  to  be  completed  this 
year.  Therefore,  it  is  nothing  but  a  quibye  to 
say  that  $130,000  was  necessary  for  the  completion 
of  the  zoo  and  that  they  were  sympathetic  with 
the  work  on  the  Common  also.  They  were  riot 
sympathetic  with  the  Common;  they  did  not  wish 
to  have  the  Common  completed  this  year.  If  they 
had,  they  could  have  taken  steps  to  have^  it  done 
by  cutting  down  this  order.  Therefore,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  up  to  them  to  take  the  responsi- 


bility of  sinking  so  nuich  money,  and  sinking  it 
even  before  it  comesinto  the  treasury  of  the  city, 
simply  in  order  that  a  bird  cage  may  be  constructed. 
We  might  just  as  w-ell  stop  the  development  of  the 
zoo  at  this  stage  as  at  any  other.  We  don't  need 
this  bird  cage.  We  havn't  the  birds  to  put  into  it. 
The  only  birds  we  have  are  birds  that  have  been 
housed  all  w-inter  in  one  of  the  yards  of  the  Street 
Department,  and  we  could  go  on  just  as  well, 
taking  care  of  the  birds  next  winter  in  the  same 
way.  We  are  putting  $130,000  into  an  ornamental 
bird  cage  in  which  to  put  some  birds  of  beautiful 
southern  plumage  next  winter,  and  in  order  to  do 
that  we  are  keeping  the  Common  looking  like  a 
dump  for  another  year.  That  is  the  practical, 
e\'ery  day,  common  sense  situation  here;  that  is  the 
attitude  the  Council  has  taken  by  passing  the 
$130,000  item  at  this  time.  There  is  no  other  waj' 
of  looking  at  it,  no  way  to  get  around  it.  Any  way 
of  trying  to  get  around  it  is  a  mere  quibble,  and  I 
am  very  sorry  to  see  Coun.  Collins  straddling 
and  endeavoring  to  avail  himself  of  this  quibble. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  am  very- 
glad  to  hear  from  the  gentleman,  but  he  has  thrown 
no  light  on  the  situation.  He  has  instead  simply 
thrown  a  lot  of  dust  in  the  air.  He  says,  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  Park  Commissioners  are  to 
expend  $130,000  on  a  bird  cage.  That  is  abso- 
lutely inaccurate.  As  I  understand,  the  amount 
is  to  be  either  $75,000  or  $105,000,  and  if  I  am 
not  right  I  would  like  to  be  corrected.  In  the 
second  place,  he  stands  up  here  apparently  in  the 
position  of  the  advocate  of  a  forsaken  playground, 
as  it  w-ere,  Boston  Common.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
what  has  he  done  in  the  city  government  to  have 
the  renovation  of  Boston  Common  completed,  up 
to  the  present  time?  And  I  ask,  has  it  not  been 
the  idea  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds 
that  the  work  should  be  done  gradually,  that  so 
much  work  should  be  done  each  j'ear?  What 
did  the  gentleman  do  in  the  way  of  trying  to  have 
the  work  completed  last  year  or  this  year?  If 
the  Common  is  forsaken,  what  efforts  has  he  made 
to  have  an  appropriation  devoted  to  it?  As  far 
as  this  bod5''s  duty  in  the  matter  is  concerned,  it 
is  the  Mayor's  sole  duty  to  originate  appropria- 
tions from  the  Parkman  Fund.  Only  yesterday — 
and  the  gentleman  w-as  present  at  the  time  the 
communication  was  received — did  the  Mayor 
reiterate  his  desire  to  have  $25,000  set  apart  for 
Boston  Common,  and  the  Council  w-illingly  at  that 
time  cooperated  with  the  Maj-or.  I  don't  think  it 
is  for  the  gentleman  to  stand  here. and  criticise 
adversely  the  Park  Department  unless  he  can  show 
concretely  w-herein  that  department  has  done  wrong 
in  setting  forth  what  it  believes  is  necessary  for 
the  completion  of  work  already  begun. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  am  not  criti- 
cising the  Park  Department.  I  am  criticising 
this  body.  I  am  criticising  the  Council  for  its 
action  in  taking  so  much  of  the  Parkman  Fund  for 
building  the  zoo  and  aquarium,  and  especially 
for  taking  the  $130,000  at  this  time  and  neglecting 
the  completion  of  the  w-ork  on  the  Common. 
Again  I  say  that  it  is  only  a  quibble  that  Coun. 
Collins  is  undertaking  to  put  up  here.  If  we  had 
w-anted  to  complete  the  Common  this  year  we 
could  have  rejected  the  order  for  $130,000  to  com- 
plete this  bird  cage  in  Franklin  Park.  The  Mayor 
would  then  have  been  forced  to  send  to  this  body 
an  order  for  enough  money  —  $66,000  —  to  com- 
plete the  Common  this  year.  But  the  Council 
did  not  see  fit  to  complete  the  Common  this  year, 
and  any  other  statement  is  a  quibble.  He  says, 
what  have  I  done  to  bring  this  about?  I  have 
voted  for  every  appropriation  from  the  Parkman 
Fund  money  for  renovation  of  the  soil  on  Boston 
Common.  As  soon  as  I  was  made  chairman  of 
this  committee  I  put  an  order  into  the  Council  for 
$66,000,  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  the  w-ork. 
I  tested  the  legality  of  our  originating  appropria- 
tions from  this  fund,  my  desire  being  to  complete 
the  Common  first  of  all.  As  I  have  stated  on 
public  platforms  and  in  this  Council  I  believe  that 
w-ork  on  the  Common  ought  to  be  done  before  any- 
thing else;  I  believe  Orchard  park  should  be  done 
next,  and  I  think  the  bird  cage  comes  in  a  bad 
third.  That  is  may  attitude  and  that  is  what  I 
have  done  in  regard  to  Boston  Common.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  attack  this  record,  if  possible, 
and  that  he  will  not  maintain  his  quibble  in  regard 
to  wanting  to  do  the  work  on  the  Common  in  due 
time. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  asked  the 
gentleman  whether  it  w-as  not  the  policy  of  the 
department  to  do  the  work  on  Boston  Common 
gradually,  and  I  asked  him  what  he  had  done  last 
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year  to  secure  a  larger  appropriation  for  Boston 
Common,  if  the  Common  were  as  neglected  as  he 
has  claimed.  He  has  not  answered.  As  to  what 
he  calls  a  quibble, —  well,  I  will  let  the  gentleman 
state  what  he  considers  a  quibble  to  be.  But  I 
am  content  with  what  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  Council  consider  cogent  argument  rather 
than  the  gentleman's  idea  of  what  constitutes  a 
quibble. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  of  course,  I  can- 
not let  that  go  unanswered.  I  have  stated  already 
that  I  have  voted  for  appropriations  from  the  Park- 
man  Fund  looking  to  the  renovation  of  the  Common. 
More  I  could  not  do.  I  gave  my  one  vote.  But 
as  soon  as  I  was  made  chairman  of  the  committee 
I  undertook  to  have  the  work  completed  this  year 
by  introducing  an  order  for  866,000  for  necessary 
improvement.  That  was  the  first  opportunity 
I  had  to  see  whether  or  not  we  had  the  right  to 
initiate  an  appropriation.  That  is  as  much  as 
any  single  man  could  do  in  this  body.  I  think 
it  should  have  been  done  long  ago.  I  think  that 
by  next  .year  you  will  have  the  people  of  this  town 
even  more  provoked  with  this  body  than  they  are 
at  the  present  time  about  the  condition  of  their 
principal  park,  and  I  think  the  gentleman's  attitude 
is  a  quibble.  I  will  state  in  so  many  words  that 
it  is  a  quibble  to  say  that  you  are  in  favor  of  com- 
pleting the  work  on  the  Common  and  then  vote 
for  a  sum  of  money  for  the  zoo  that  makes  it 
impossible  to  complete  that  work.  That  is  a 
quibble. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
has  not  Been  alone  in  his  desire  to  help  Boston 
Common.  As  I  understand  it,  this  Council  has, 
each  time  when  an  order  has  come  before  it  from 
the  Mayor  concerning  the  renovation  of  Boston 
Common,  voted  unanimously  for  that  order.  I 
have  done  it  as  well  as  the  gentleman,  and  I  have 
done  it  for  three  years,  since  I  have  been  in  the 
Council,  and  I  purpose  to  do  so  again  when  such 
an  order  is  presented. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
gentleman  whether  he  will  go  farther  and  ask 
the  Ma.vor  to  send  down  to  us  an  appropriation 
of  a  sufficient  amount  to  complete  the  work  on 
the  Common?  And  ma.v  I  ask  him  if  in  three 
years  he  has  ever  done  anything  looking  to  the 
completion  of  the  work  on  the  Common  at  tlie 
earljest  possible  moment,  instead  of  putting  the 
people  of  the  town  to  the  inconvenience  of  having 
the  Common  turned  upside  down  and  made  an 
eyesore  for  years  to  our  own  citizens  and  to  every 
visitor  to  the  city? 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  am  sati-sfied 
that  the  Public  Grounds  Department  has  been 
faithfull.v  and  well  administered.  That  is  adnainis- 
tration  work.  When  that  department  has  asked 
mone.\'  from  the  Mayor  and  the  request  has  been 
forwarded  to  this  Council,  I  have  always  co- 
operated with  it.  I  have  favored  it  in  committee 
and  out  of  committee,  and  I  shall  do  so  in  the 
future. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  if  Coun.  Collins 
is  sincere  in  wliat  he  says  he  will  reconsider  his 
position,  because  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds    came    before    us    yesterday    and    stated 


that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the 
$66,000  this  year;  that  the  work  ought  to  be 
completed  this  year;  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
completed  long  ago;  that  the  Common  had  been 
slighted  in  the  matter  of  appropriations  for  this 
work,  and  that  unle.ss  the  $66,000  was  forthcoming, 
he  would  have  to  stop  all  work  on  June  1.  Now, 
if  Coun.  Collins  is  sincere  in  this  he  should  recon- 
sider his  vote  and  not  vote  for  a  sum  for  a  bird 
cage  on  Franklin  Park  so  large  that  it  makes  it 
impossible  to  complete  the  work  on  the  Common 
this  year. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
is  dealing  in  roundabout  talk.  We  have  already 
gone  over  this  matter  thoroughly  and  explained 
why  it  was  necessary  to  appropriate  $130,000  for 
this  purpose,  the  work  having  been  started  and  it 
being  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  out  the  con- 
templated work  already  begun  and  contracted  for. 
As  to  supplemental  appropriations  coming  from 
the  Parkman  Fund,  I  am  content  and  will  be, 
when  such  an  order  is  presented  from  the  Mayor, 
to  cooperate  with  and  vote  for  that  improvement, 
as  I  have  done  in  the  past. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  of  this  $1.30,000 
about  $80,000  is  for  the  new  bird  cage  on  Franklin 
Park  and  none  of  the  work  has  been  started  yet, 
and  no  contract  has  been  made  in  regard  to  it. 
We  could  stop  riglit  there  without  spending  that 
$80,000.  Coun.  ColUns  could  cut  down  that  loan 
order  by  $80,000,  and  thereby  make  it  possible 
to  complete  the  work  on  Boston  Common  this 
year. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  we  take  a  vote  at  1.46  o'clock  p.  m.  (it  was 
now  1.4.5),  unless  sooner  reached. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  tlie  report  and  the  passage  of  tlie 
order. 

The  Clerk  began  to  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Clerk  is  calling 
the  roll.     What  is  the  gentleman's  point  of  order? 

Coun.  SMITH — That  a  vote  cannot  be  taken 
one  minute  in  advance  of  the  time,  cutting  off 
debate,  that  at  least  ten  minutes  must  be  given. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  did  not 
recognize  Coun.  McDonald's  motion.  The  Chair 
put  the  question  on  the  passage  of  tlie  order  and 
the  Clerk  has  begun  calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD,  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  at  1.47  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McDONALD,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  22,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  22,  1912. 
Regular  moeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chanibor,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
President    ATTKIDGE    in    the    chair.     Absent— 
Coun.  Hale. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  514,  Acts  of  1894,  viz.: 

Forty  traverse  juror.s,  Superior  Civil  Court,  First 
.Se.s.sion,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  13,  1912: 

George  R.  Neal,  Ward  25;  Horace  P.  Robbins. 
Ward  8;  John  P.  Fleming,  Ward  25;  James  J. 
Dennis,  Ward  14;  James  A.  Williams,  Ward  21; 
M.  Aloysius  Crowley,  Ward  23;  Daniel  E.  Cota, 
Ward  19;  John  J.  Driscoll,  Ward  19;  George  L. 
Schaefer,  Ward  19;  William  F.  Bryant,  Ward  21; 
John  F.  Lynch,  Ward  19;  Abraham  Oppenheim, 
Ward  8;  William  F.  Gaffney,  Ward  15;  George  W. 
Caverlv,  Ward  21;  Frank  V.  T.  Lennon,  Ward  23; 
Leslie  G.  Abell,  Ward  25;  Thomas  Good,  Ward  19; 
George  Sharpies,  Ward  22;  Henry  D.  Minkel, 
Ward  IS;  Charles  H.  Havnes,  Ward  8;  Lawrence 
O'Keefe,  Ward  19;  Edwin  Palmer,  Ward  12;  John  J. 
Magee,  Ward  7;  Thomas  Coyne,  Ward  15;  Frank 
E.  Wilder,  Ward  25;  James  J.  Coughlin,  Ward  19; 
Alexander  D.  Chisholm,  Ward  10;  Peter  S. 
DeCosta,  Ward  5;  Michael  McLaughlin,  Ward  3; 
Carl  G.  Johnson,  Ward  20;  William  I.  Cole,  Ward 
9;  John  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  12;  Michael  Howley, 
Ward  1 ;  Valentine  M.  Edmonds,  Ward  22;  Andrew 
Nichols,  Ward  24;  J.  Edward  Daly,  Ward  24; 
Henry  N.  Dinsmore,  Ward  20;  Archibald  D.  Pratt, 
Ward  24;  Charles  L.  Cochrane,  Ward  20;  Patrick 
Maloney,  Ward  23. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  13, 
1912: 

Edward  Wallace,  Ward  3;  Michael  A.  Grady, 
Ward  7;  John  Kirk,  Ward  1;  Columbus  F.  Keyes, 
Ward  4;  Hollis  French,  Ward  11;  David  L. 
Toomey,  Ward  15;  William  Metcalf,  Ward  23; 
Thomas  F.  Welch,  Ward  23;  Leopold  Sigel,  Ward 
10;  Thomas  J.  Hanlon,  Ward  10;  John  W.  Dunn, 
Ward  25;  Arthur  A.  Shurtleff,  Ward  11;  Frank  H. 
Clark,  Ward  19;  Joshua  W.  Reynolds,  Ward  1; 
Clement  B.  Tower,  Jr.,  Ward  26;  Franklin  C.  Sands, 
Ward  20;  George  W.  Ayer,Ward  20 ;  Andrew  J.  Riley, 
Ward  1;  Jo.seph  A.  Tew,  Ward  22;  John  F.  White, 
Ward  19;  Henry  A.  Savage,  Ward  12;  Johan  A. 
Jakobson,  Ward  14;  Edward  J.  Drummond,  Ward 
25;  William  H.  Callahan,  Ward  23;  Thedom  Brand, 
Ward  13;  William  J.  Crooks,  Ward  1;  Trank  H. 
Chamberlain,  Ward  20;  Willard  C.  Osgood,  Ward 
4;  Charles  W.  Neal,  Ward  26;  Timothy  J.  Lane, 
Ward  24;  Max  Eehteler,  Ward  23;  Charles  H. 
Kelly,  Ward  23;  Edward  J.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  9; 
John  J.  Lawler,  Ward  17;  Charles  N.  Shaw,  Ward 
11;  Bernard  F.  Listemann,  Ward  22;  James  M. 
Brightman,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Meehan,  Ward  20; 
Peleg  G.  Griffin,  Ward  12;  Will  H.  Guernsey,  Ward 
12. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  13, 
1912: 

Earle  A.  Gardiner,  Ward  11;  James  T.  Cochrane, 
Ward  10;  John  J.  Toomey,  Ward  14;  Max  Blu- 
menthal,  Ward  20;  Joseph  Coleman,  Ward  23; 
James  J.  McDonnell,  Ward  19;  Thomas  J.  Mur- 
phy, Ward  20;  Gideon  M.  Mansfield,  Ward  20; 
Andrew  Aratto,  Ward  6;  Oliver  D.  Greene, 
Ward  20;  Michael  T.  Milliken,  Ward  20;  Timothy 
A.  Manning,  Ward  24;  Henry  J.  Nye,  Ward  8; 
James  E.  Monahan,  Ward  21;  Henry  G.  Heerdc, 
Ward  22;  Cornelius  J.  Toomey,  Ward  15;  Fred- 
erick L.  Fo.ss,  Ward  10;  Herbert  W.  Perkins, 
Ward  10;    Albert  A.  Wessling,  Ward  24;  William 


J.  Shea,  Ward  1;  Daniel  Oliiistead,  Ward  18; 
Patrick  V.  Sullivan,  Ward  20;  George  D.  Sawyer, 
Ward  21;  Patrick  H.  Higgins,  Ward  16;  Peter 
Landay,  Ward  25;  John  H.  Robertson,  Ward  20; 
Louis  T.  Farrell,  Ward  21;  William  Bailey,  Ward 
19;  Thomas  J.  Murphy,  Ward  6;  Edward  T. 
Booth,  Ward  14;  John  C.  Sullivan,  Ward  14; 
Frederick  O.  .Teffery,  Ward  22;  John  F.  Sheehan, 
Ward  13;  Walter  E.  Frail,  Ward  25;  Fred  G. 
Wilhelmi,  Ward  7;  Whilden  B.  Minard,  Ward  20; 
Harry  L.  Doten,  Ward  20;  Ernest  L.  Gay,  Ward 
11;  James  H.  McCallum,  Ward  2;  Charles  P. 
McNary,  Ward  17. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  13, 
1912: 

Edward  J.  Warner,  Ward  18;  William  O. 
Whicher,  Ward  17;  Charles  H.  DeWolf,  Ward  1 ; 
Edward  F.  Robinson,  Ward  18;  Frederick  E. 
Welsh,  Ward  12;  Charles  J.  O'Connor,  Ward  4; 
Thomas  J.  Fay,  Ward  17;  Frank  L.  Mann,  Ward 
15;  John  Brewing,  Ward  17;  Francis  H.  Crocker, 
Ward  24;  William  T.  Brough,  Ward  4;  Herbert 
G.  Burke,  Ward  9;  George  W.  Crane,  Ward  15; 
George  Watson,  Ward  14;  Solon  F.  M.  Badger, 
Ward  3;  Richard  F.  Barrett,  Ward  15;  Zigmund 
Samuels,  Ward  21;  Theodore  J.  Cobb,  Ward  14; 
William  P.  McCready,  Ward  5;  Ole  H.  Bryant, 
Ward  19;  Eugene  C.  Trask,  Ward  9;  Charles  W. 
York,  Ward  2;  Samuel  R.  MacDougall,  Ward  20; 
Charles  0.  Hurd,  Ward  10;  William  Hartnett, 
Ward  17;  Allen  Mahoney,  Ward  24;  John  A. 
Halliden,  Ward  14;  Patrick  O'Neil,  Ward  19; 
Harry  M.  .Symmes,  Ward  6;  John  E.  Elwood, 
Ward  20;  Dennis  A.  Foley,  Ward  16;  Edward 
A.  Broady,  Ward  20;  John  A.  Landers,  Ward  15; 
Frank  Woodhead,  Ward  7;  Michael  J.  Connors, 
Ward  26;  Charles  A.  Anderson,  Ward  10;  Albert 
E.  Balcom,  Ward  20;  Harrv  S.  Mork,  Ward  25; 
Charles  Carroll,  Ward  14;  John  T.  Madden, 
Ward  14. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  Second  Division,  April  Sitting,  to 
appear  May  13,  1912: 

Michael  E.  Mullen,  Ward  12;  William  I.  Levin, 
Ward  12;  Thomas  F.  Griffin,  Ward  3;  William  J. 
Kelley,  Ward  12;  Louis  L.  Praray,  Ward  10;  John  J. 
Leary,  Ward  4;  Willis  J.  Freeman,  Ward  9;  Allison 
E.  .Sprague,  Ward  24;  James  P.  Breslin,  Ward  25; 
Thomas  F.  Manning,  Ward  2;  Daniel  W.  Baker, 
Ward  19;  Rudolph  Lehman,  Ward  11;  Charles  E. 
Harley,  Ward  24;  Joseph  Gro.ss,  Ward  18;  Michael 
J.  Brophv,  Ward  2;  Edward  R.  Walsh,  Ward  24; 
John  J.  Carr,  Ward  8;  Fred  Kitson,  Ward  19; 
Solomon  Freedman,  Ward  9;  Louis  D.  Martell, 
Ward  1;  John  T.  Foley,  Ward  26;  George  D.  Cox, 
Ward  10;  George  A.  Mansfield,  Ward  8;  John  J. 
Pierce,  Ward  14;  John  Barnes,  Ward  20;  Ralph  N. 
Burbank,  Ward  20;  George  Albrecht,  Ward  13; 
Henry  F.  Twohy,  Ward  25;  Michael  H.  Connelly, 
Ward  13;  Daniel  E.  Lynch,  Ward  20;  John  Beck, 
Ward  15;  James  J.  Purcell,  Ward  20;  Dwight  R. 
Goodwin,  Ward  25;  Robert  G.  Clark,  Ward  24; 
Elmer  E.  Wheeler,  Ward  10;  Allesandro  Belli, 
Ward  6;  John  J.  Halloran,  Ward  17;  Joseph  H. 
Allen,  Ward  20;  Everett  J.  Carpenter,  Ward  14; 
John  Collins,  Ward  9. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court,  Fifth 
Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  13,  1912: 

F.  Nathaniel  Perkins,  Ward  11;  Nels  August 
Sandell,  Ward  20;  Odin  C.  Knudsen,  Ward  24; 
Patrick  J.  Wells,  Ward  19;  William  E.  Wooster, 
Ward  1;  Wari;en  J.  Davenport,  Ward  26;  Archie  H. 
Burrage,  Ward  23;  Thomas  F.  Lovett,  Ward  9; 
John  A.  Farrell,  Ward  19;  James  Hennessey,  Ward 
2;  George  A.  Beckett,  Ward  9;  William  J.'Killeen, 
Ward  14;  Meyer  J.  Cohen,  Ward  24;  Edward 
Clark,  Ward  9;  James  F.  McCabe,  Ward  19;  John 
W.  Murphy,  Ward  20;  John  Howard,  Ward  10; 
Marciano  Ferro,  Ward  21;  William  F.  Hull,  Ward 
18;  Herbert  A.  Whiting,  Ward  20;  Thomas  Flynn, 
Ward  13;  Robert  H.  Burnham,  Ward  24;  Daniel  J. 
Kinnaly,  Ward  14;  Patrick  F.  Neville,  Ward  3; 
Henry  B.  Porter,  Ward  17;  Bernard  W.  Hill,  Ward 
6;  William  H.  Seabury,  Ward  11;  Robert  Rae, 
Ward  9;  John  F.  Maloney,  Ward  16;  Frank  W. 
Philbrick,  Ward  14;  John  Nelson  Thisland,  Ward 
1;  Charles  L.  Frizzell,  Ward  24;  John  J.  Demp.sev, 
Ward  10;  William  D.  Dillon,  Ward  12;  Julius  F.  T. 
Hensen,  Ward  20;  Benjamin  F.  Linton,  Jr.,  Ward 
14;  William  J.  Harkness,  Ward  23;  Charles  L. 
Wilson,  Ward  24;  Dennis  McNamara,  Ward  21; 
John  F.  Murphy,  Ward  23. 


108 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


■riiiily-livi>  triwerso  jurois,  Supeiior  Civil  Coiiil, 
Sixlli  Si'ssion,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  13, 
1<)12: 

George  L.  Walker,  Ward  4;  George  Steward, 
Ward  U>;  Patrick  A.  Harkins,  Ward  4;  James  E. 
Fitzwilson,  Ward  24;  William  l'\  Costello,  Ward  15; 
Charles  E.  W.  Grinnell,  Ward  S;  Joseph  H.  Kelley, 
Ward  17;  George  H.  Hill,  Ward  4;  Edward  J. 
Dohenv,  Ward  3;  Frank  H.  Alexander,  Ward  24; 
Ellistef  James  Bell,  Ward  14;  William  H.  Tobev, 
Ward  21;  Michael  J.  Shea,  Ward  2;  Brighara  D. 
James,  Ward  23;  Swinton  McLean,  Ward  23; 
Stephen  H.  Rogers,  Ward  3;  Charles  H.  White, 
Ward  3;  Joseph  F.  Sweeney,  Ward,  4;  Daniel  C. 
Sullivan,  Ward  2.'j;  Patrick  Sullivan,  Ward  23; 
Augustus  M.  Gordon,  Ward  11;  Alfred  F.  Me- 
Kenna,  Ward  1;  Maurice  J.  Lane,  Ward  22;  August 
E.  Anderson,  Ward  12;  James  F.  Flannery,  Ward 
20;  Walter  C.  Conway,  Ward  23;  David  Noonan, 
Ward  14;  Patrick  J.  Colton,  Ward  15;  Joseph 
Porter,  Ward  10;  Martin  J.  Sherry,  Ward  14; 
John  F.  Nash,  Ward  7;  Arthur  H.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  5;  Frank  S.  Pearson,  Ward  12;  Oliver  E. 
Barber,  Ward  13;  John  Sutherland,  Ward  25. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
May  13,  1912: 

Arthur  B.  Price,  Ward  26;  Augustus  E.  Johnson, 
Ward  24;  George  H.  Frost,  Ward  25;  John  J.  Sulli- 
van, Ward  22;  Charles  Wilson,  Ward  20;  James  O. 
Graves,  Ward  11;  Edward  C.  Webb,  Ward  8; 
Jeremiah  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  13;  Frank  A.  Burgess, 
Ward  12;  Fred  A.  Haynie,  Ward  1;  John  Isaac, 
Ward  25;  John  J.  Coen,  Ward  19;  Daniel  Walsh, 
Ward  19;  George  B.  Dowley,  Ward  26;  William  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  22;  Archibald  McNeil,  Ward  12; 
Daniel  J.  Corcoran,  Ward  20;  Charles  R.  Haynes, 
Ward  26;  David  E.  Wilmarth,  Ward  11;  Herbert 

D.  Rockwell,  Ward  11;  Leroy  T.  Gardner,  Ward 
19;  J.  Howard  Leman,  Ward  20;  Daniel  A.  Mc- 
Laughhn,  Ward  6;  Charles  E.  McGuire,  Ward  26; 
Walter  M.  Glazier,  Ward  12;  Robert  N.  McLellan, 
Ward  22;  George  E.  Leet,  Ward  1;  Harry  H.  Wood- 
bury, Ward  20;  William  Devine,  Ward  24;  David 
Schlosberg,  Ward  3;  Timothy  F.  Tayne,  Ward  20; 
James  A.  Chalmers,  Ward  25;  Stephen  Heimuller, 
Ward  23;  George  J.  Dean,  Ward  20;  James  E. 
McLaughlin,  Ward  20. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  May  8,  1912: 

Samuel  H.  Cohen,  Ward  24;  John  N.  Fischer,  Jr. 
Ward  17;  Thomas  W.  Murray,  Ward  22;  James  B 
Powell,  Ward  2;  George  S.  Patterson,  Ward  13 
Edward  F.  Harrison,  Ward  5;  Jeremiah  Sheely 
Ward  7;  Frank  L.  White,  Ward  21;  Samuel  Golden 
berg;  Ward  1;  Charles  A.  McFaden,  Ward  22 _ 
Dennis  F.  Murray,  Ward  3;  Milton  Kitchens,  Ward 
2;  Edwin  T.  Leach,  Ward  16;  Nunzio  Paladino 
Ward  6;  Zenas  Sears,  Jr.,  Ward  25;  Frederick  F 
Clay,  Ward  4;  Augustus  Peters,  Ward  14;  Harris 
Shriberg,  Ward  2;  Moses  MoMuUen,  Ward  14 
James  F.  Leary,  Ward  16;  Amos  A.  Lawrence 
Ward  11;  John  J.  Flinn,  Ward  23;  John  W.  Nowell, 
Ward  17;  Abrom  Levin,  Ward  9;  Henry  F.  Mc- 
Inerney,  Ward  25;  Elmer  C.  Claffy,  Ward  12 
Charles  A.  Rich,  Ward  21;  William  J.  Smith,  Ward 
24;  Willis  G.  Pultz,  Ward  25;  George  E.  Whitney 
Ward  19;  Frank  F.  Zeigler,  Ward  19;  Charles  L 
Stiles,  Ward  20;  Thomas  Monahan,  Ward  23 
Frederick  E.  Lowell,  Ward  20;  Henry  Hall,  Ward 
19;  Denis  Dooly,  Ward  19. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  May  13,  1912: 

Charles  S.  Walker,  Ward  20;  Charles  B.  Luther, 
Ward  24;  Hugh  J.  Harvey,  Ward  4;  Charles  JoUev, 
Ward  10;  John  Tyrrell,  Ward  9;  Thomas  A.  Ross, 
Ward  23;  Laurence  Cunningham,  Ward  17;  Henrv 

E.  Miller,  Ward  23;  Daniel  F.  Stone,  Ward  26; 
Albin  H.  Swanson,  Ward  20;  Henry  J.  Paine, 
Ward  25;  William  J,  Fitzgerald,  Ward  23;  Joseph 
C.  McDonald,  Ward  9;  Patrick  J.  Cashin,  Ward  9; 
Joseph  M.  Kessler,  Ward  20;  Peter  F.  Gilmore, 
Ward  14;  Frederick  B.  Guild,  Ward  23;  George  F. 
Bailey,  Ward  15;  Frederick  A.  W.  Wood,  Ward  25; 
John  Cimerblatt,  Ward  10;  John  Quinlan,  Ward  26; 
Cornelius  O'Brien,  Ward  7;  Patrick  Kelly,  Ward 
23;  Robert  J.  Tagen,  Ward  19;  John  Bovd»,  Ward 
25;  Frank  T.  Cram,  Ward  25;  John  J.  Gilmore, 
Ward  19;  Henry  C.  Gottschalk,  Ward  22;  George 
M.  Ritchie,  Ward  23;  Thomas  E.  Mooney,  Ward 
14;  Francis  S.  Eaton,  Ward  11;  Patrick  M.  Ridge, 
Ward  13;  George  A.  Richards,  Ward  20;  Edmund 
Clancy,  Ward  3;  Jeremiah  B.  O'Keefe,  Ward  23; 
Michael  F.  Nolan,  Ward  20. 


AUTOMOBILE    SERVICE,    FIRE    DEPART- 
MENT. 
'     The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1912. 
To  the'City  Council; 

On  April  1,  1912,  I  recommended  the  passage  of 
two  tax  orders,  appropriating  the  sums  of  $50,000 
and  $42,000,  for  automobile  apparatus  and  im- 
provements in  the  fire  alarm  service,  respectively. 

The  general  subject  of  fire  protection  has  been 
before  the  city  government  for  a  long  time.  The 
report  of  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 
pointed  out  many  weak  spots  in  our  system,  and 
special  reports  that  have  been  made  since  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Real  Estate  Exchange 
and  Auction  Board  and  the  Commission  on  Fire 
Prevention,  appointed  by  me,  emphasized  these 
dangers.  At  the  district  meetings  recently  held 
there  was  a  demand  for  increased  apparatus  and 
other  improvements  which  can  only  be  met  by 
expending  the  sums  provided  in  these  appropria- 
tion orders.  They  are  based  upon  specific  recom- 
mendations of  the  Fire  Commissioner,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  situation  is  sufficiently  grave  to 
require  immediate  action  by  your  honorable  body. 

I  trust  that  there  will  be  no  further  delay,  but 
that  you  will  take  up  the  orders  and  pass  them  at 
to-day's  meeting. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgehald,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PLAYGROUND   SUPERVISORS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
General  Superintendent  of  the  Bath  Department, 
in  reply  to  the  order  of  your  honorable  body 
passed  at  the  meeting  of  April  8,  1912,  "that  the 
Bath  Department  be  requested,  through  his  honor 
the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to 
whether  the  time  of  the  instructors  in  various 
gymnasiums  could  not  be  arranged  so  as  to  permit 
of  their  acting  as  supervisors  in  the  city  play-- 
grounds." 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgee.\ld,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Bath  Department,  April  18,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  April  13,  1912,  transmitting  a  request  from  the 
City  Council  as  to  whether  the  time  of  the  instruc- 
tors in  the  various  gymnasia  could  not  be  arranged 
so  as  to  permit  of  "them  acting  as  supervisors  in 
the  city  playgrounds,  I  desire  to  state  that  this 
plan  could  not  be  adopted,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
all  the  instructors  are  employed  during  the  summer 
months  as  swimming  instructors  at  the  various 
beaclies  in  this  department. 

Their  time  is  taken  up  from  the  close  of  one 
gymnastic  season  until  the  reopening  in  the  fall. 
'  Trusting  that  this  will  give  you  the  information 
you  desire,  I  am. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Hugh  L.  McGrath, 
General  Superintendent. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COST   OF  "HOLTON    STREET   EXTENSION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    April   22,    1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  statement  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Street  Lajdng-Out  Department,  in 
response  to  the  request  contained  in  an  order 
passed  by  your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of 
April  8,  1912,  "that  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  extending  Holton  street,  Brighton,  and 
laying  out  the  said  street  as  a  public  way." 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgbkald,  Mayor. 


APRIL    22,    1912. 
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Street  Laying-Out  Depai'tment, 

April  20,  1912. 
lion.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Miiyor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Repijing  to  the  inclosed  order  of 
the  City  Counoil,  requesting  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  extending  Holton  street,  Brighton,  from 
Everett  to  Antwerp  street.s,  I  atn  directed  b.v  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  pubmit  tlie 
following: 

I-and  and  grade  damages ,.  .     $40,721 

Construction 7,5.'j() 

».'')4,271 


Thia  estimate  does  not  include  tlic  cost  of  sew- 
erage works. 

Respectfully  yours, 
J.  ,}.  O'C.^LLAGUAN,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1912. 
To  the  Ch-y  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  make  the  following  appointments: 

(1)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1912: 

George  H.  Adams,  Charles  I.  Albee,  Morton 
Alden,  William  E.  Allen,  Etta  Alpert,  Joseph  F. 
Ararheim,  Richard  A.  Atwood,  Samuel  S.  Atwood, 
George  A.  Bachelder,  William  G.  Bail,  Chester  A. 
Bailey,  Hervey  C.  Bailey,  Fred  T.  Baker,  Ralph  C. 
Baker,  John  A.  Balam,  Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Batchelder, 
Forrest  O.  Batchelder,  George  H.  Battis,  Cecil  E. 
Baum,  Samuel  Bennett,  Albert  E.  Benson,  Olof 
Benson,  Peter  Benson,  Charles  E.  Berry,  Louis  L. 
Berry,  Frank  P.  Black,  James  W.  Blakeley,  Fred  R. 
Bolster,  John  R.  Boyd,  Edwin  M.  Bradford,  Wil- 
liam M.  Bragger,  Edward  F.  Brennan,  Andrew  S. 
Brewer,  Joseph  O.  Briggs,  Joseph  A.  Browne, 
Nicholas  A.  Burkhart,  Thomas  J.  Callaghan, 
Jeremiah  J.  Callahan,  Patrick  J.  Callahan,  John  F. 
Callanan,  Donald  S.  Campbell,  Samuel  A.  Camp- 
bell, William  A.  Campbell,  William  H.  Campbell, 
Thomas  R.  Cashman,  Henry  E.  Charaberlin,  Lind- 
sey  W.  Churchill,  James  J.  Chute,  Isaac  E.  Clark, 
Frederick  E.  Cleaves,  William  Coakley,  Paul  G. 
Coblenzer,  William  Cohen,  Thomas  Colbert,  Wil- 
liam H.  Cole,  Nelson  B.  Coll,  Walter  G.  Conant, 
John  Connors,  James  Cook,  Joseph  W.  Cook, 
Orville  R.  Cooper,  Eliot  E.  Copeland,  James  Court- 
ney, John  A.  Cousens,  Patrick  Coyle,  Arthur  R. 
Crooks,  Fred  M.  Crosby,  Andrew  W.  Crowther, 
Arthur  B.  Cudworth,  Edward  L.  Cutter,  Michael 
F.  Daley,  George  E.  Dalrymple,  James  B.  Dana, 
Francis  W.  Darling,  Charles  F.  Davis,  George  C. 
Davis,  George  H.  Davis,  Raymond  C.  Dinsmore, 
Clarence  E.  Doane,  Daniel  F.  Doherty,  John  J. 
Doherty,  John  H.  Donaher,  James  Donovan,  John 

F.  Donovan,  I'alrick  J.  Donovan,  William  H. 
Drake,  Jeremiah  F.  Driscoll,  John  Driscoll,  H.  T. 
Duffill,  John  A.  Emery,  Jr.,  Lorcnz  T.  Farnum, 
Peter  M.  Farrcll,  Agnes  F.  Farrington,  James  K. 
Farry,  Frank  H.  Fcitel,  Donald  J.  Ferguson,  Mal- 
colm A.  Ferguson,  John  Finnegan,  Arthur  L.  Fish, 
Edward  L.  Fitzgerald,  Clifton  E.  Flagg,  Joseph 
Flores,  Daniel  T.  Flynn,  Henry  J.  Flynn,  Walter  N. 
Fogarty,  Ira  W.  Forsaith,  Charles  W.  Friend, 
Henry  A.  Frost,  Thomas  Frost,  Charles  W.  Fur- 
long, Fred  H.  Gage,  Charles  H.  Gelpke,  Zuleta 
Gibbs,  Martin  Gilbert,  Joseph  C.  Ginn,  George  K. 
Gordon,  Thomas  H.  Gordon,  William  W.  Gordon, 
Robert  M.  Gould,  Albert  W.  Grant,  Charles  T. 
Grant,  Herbert  C.  Gray,  William  J.  Greene,  Edward 
B.  Griffin,  Stephen  M.  Hall,  Walter  S.  Hall,  Law- 
rence C.  Hallin,  Charles  A.  Hamann,  Walter  P. 
Hamblen,  Everett  S.  Hamlin,  Matthew  J.  Hanley, 
John  Hannaford,  Charles  A.  Hardy,  Fred  G.  Harms, 
Charles  B.  Harris,  Karl  S.  Hart,  Char^3s  H.  Hartley, 
.foseph  A.  Hathaway,  Frank  E.  Hawkins,  Joseph 
M.  HelTeren,  George  W.  Herrick,  iSiclney  C. 
Higgins,   Arthur  W.   Hill,  John  P.   Hines,  George 

G.  Hobson,  Roger  S.  Hodges,  William  J.  Hofman, 
Ijcroy  C  Holbrook,  Benjamin  F.  Hooten,  Fletcher 
lIought<in,  Thomas  10.  Ilughes,  John  W.  Hunter, 
Harold  B.  Hunting,  Daniel  F.  Hurley,  John 
Hurley,  Alfred  Iiu'li,  Herbert  E.  Irving,  Lemuel 
T.  James,  Albert  L.  Jefts,  William  P.  .Jenkins, 
Hiram  Jewell,  William  S.  Jewett,  Samuel  H. 
Kaercher,   William   W.   Kee,   Bradford  J.    Keith, 


John  W.  Kelley,  Thomas  Kelley,  John  F.  Kelly, 
Martin  E.  Kenna,  John  F.  Kiernan,  John  E. 
Kiley,  Stephen  J.  King,  Mary  B.  Kirley,  Fred 
Kitson,  Maurice  H.  Klous,  Sylvanus  R.  Kneeland, 
Edward  A.  Ladd,  Thomas  C.  Lamb,  Robert  W. 
Langal,  Daniel  F.  Lauten,  Ernest  S.  Lent,  F. 
Ernest  Little,  Pearl  B.  Lyon,  Albert  F.  Lyons, 
John  J.  Lyons,  Henry  A.  Madden,  John  J.  Ma- 
honey,  William  F.  Mahoney,  Francis  X.  Malley, 
Mary  F.  Maloney,  Arthur  N.  Mansfield,  Charles 
S.  Mansfield,  John  T.  Mathews,  Walter  D. 
McAvoy,  Daniel  McCarthy,  Eugene  J.  McCarthy, 
James  McCarthy,  Jeremiah  L.  McCarthy,  Edward 
F.  McCormack,  Eugene  P.  McDonald,  Neil 
McDonald,  William  J.  McDonald,  James  E. 
McGonigle,  Jr.,  Charles  McGovern,  E.  J.  McGov- 
ern,  Edward  S.  Mcllhatten,  Thomas  B.  Mcllhat- 
ten,  Roy  C.  Mclntyre,  Edgar  I.  McKie,  James 
C.  McMahon,  John  J.  McMahon,  William  H. 
McNulty,  Walter  I.  Milne,  George  C.  Minard, 
Forrest '  O.  Mitchell,  Richard  J.  Mitchell, 
Christian  Moore,  Richard  J.  Moore,  Fred  C. 
Morgan,  John  J.  Morris,  Eugene  R.  Morse, 
Maynard  F.  Moseley,  Fred  L.  Moses,  Ralpli 
W.  Moulton,  Henry  C.  Murphy,  James  F. 
Murphy,  Michael  R.  Murphy,  Dennis  S.  Navien, 
Ernest  E.  Nelson,  John  F.  Nelson,  Frank  E. 
Nichols,  Edward  W.  Noel,  Thomas  H.  O'Brien, 
S.  J.  O'Connell,  Thomas  J.  O'Keefe,  John  O'Neil, 
William  E.  O'Neill,  Harry  L.  Orr,  Fred  L.  Ortha, 
Denis  O'iSullivan,  Frank  R.  Oxiey,  Harold  D. 
Page,  Lovell  O.  Perkins,  Ross  A.  Perry,  Albert 
Peterson,  .lesse  A.  Phillips,  Herbert  W.  Pike, 
Edward  E.  Piper,  Edward  S.  Pitman,  William  A. 
Podolski,  James  T.  Pond,  Horace  L.  Porter, 
Francis  C.  Powell,  John  W.  Price,  Charles  Rabi- 
novitz,  Hugh  H.  Ralph,  Josiah  M.  Rankin, 
Windsor  W.  Raymond,  .lohn  Rea,  Charles  T. 
Reardon,  Jr.,  Herbert  F.  Reinhard,  Frank  B. 
"Reynolds,  Levering  Reynolds,  James  H.  Riley, 
Walter  J.  Ripley,  Henry  C.  Robbins,  Patrick  J. 
Rogers,  Stella  Rooney,  Harry  Rosenthal,  S. 
Walter  Rowe,  Martin  H.  Ryan,  Isaac  Sachs, 
George  D.  Secor,  William  Seeley,  John  Shanahan, 
Eugene  Sheridan,  Andrew  L.  Sherman,  J.  Irving 
Shultz,  Margaret  G.  Shurety,  George  M.  Smith, 
George  T.  Smith,  John  D.  Smith,  Fannie  Solomon, 
Harrison  L.  Soule,  W.  A.  Staples,  Ray  A.  Stearns, 
Norman  Q.  Stewart,  William  E.  .Stewart,  Frank  S. 
Stiles,  A.  F.  Stone,  Charles  G.  Stone,  Louis  G. 
Stowers,  George  B.  .Sullivan,  John  C.  Sullivan, 
Timothy  J.  Sullivan,  Frederick  J.  Swendeman, 
James  R.  Taylor,  George  E.  Thayer,  Frederick 
W.  Thiel.scher,  George  P.  Thomas,  Henry  F. 
Thomas,  Frank  0.  'Thompson,  Fred  Thomson, 
Jr.,  Anthony  J.  Tighe,  Florence  E.  Titus,  Francis 
J.  Tobin,  Frank  E.  Trow,  John  E.  Trull,  William 
A.  Tryder,  Theodore  H.  Tufts,  Charles  J.  Verfill. 
Joel  F.  Vinal,  Everett  S.  Vradenburgh,  Alfred  A. 
Waldron,  Michael  Wall,  Lucy  E.  Wallen,  Henry 
H.  Walters,  John  A.  Watson,  George  C.  Webb, 
Augustus  D.  Welling,  Charles  S.  Wellington, 
George  E.  Wellington,  Arthur  G.  Wheaton,  B.  F. 
C.  Whitehou.se,  J.  Clarence  Whitney,  John  A. 
Whittemore,  John  A.  Whittemore,  Jr.,  Virgil  N. 
Whittum,  Paul  R.  Wild,  William  Otis  Wiley, 
James  M.  Wilson,  William  C.  Winsor,  C.  W. 
Hobart  Wood,  George  T.  Wood,  Stuart  P.  Wood- 
bury, Charles  H.  Woods,  William  J.  H.  Woods, 
William  L.  Woods,  John  Wray,  William  J.  Wright, 
Charles  W.  York,  Frederick  R.  Young,  Joseph 
A.  Zirchgasser. 

(2)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Meas- 
urers of  Wood  and  Bark  for  the  term  of  one  year 
.beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1912: 

Charles  I.  Albee,  Morton  Alden,  Fred  T.  Baker, 
William  G.  Bail,  Forrest  O.  Batchelder,  George  H. 
Battis,  Samuel  Bennett,  Louis  L.  Berry,  James  W. 
Blakeley,  John  R.  Boyd,  Edward  F.  Brennan, 
Joseph  O.  Briggs,  Thomas  J.  Callaghan,  Jeremiah 
J.  Callahan,  Patrick  J.  Callahan,  Thomas  R.  Cash- 
man,  James  Cook,  Joseph. W.  Cook,  Edward  L. 
Cutter,  Walter  H.  Cutter,  George  E.  Dalrymple, 
Charles  F.  Davis,  Clarence  E.  Doane,  James  Don- 
ovan, John  F.  Donovan,  William  H.  Drake,  John 
A.  Emery,  Jr.,  Lorenz  T.  Farnum,  James  K.  Farry, 
Frank  H.  Feitel,  Donald  J.  Ferguson,  John  Finne- 
gan, Coleman  F.  Flaherty,  Joseph  Flores,  Daniel  T. 
FIvnn,  Henry  J.  Flynn,  Zuleta  Gibbs,  Joseph  C. 
Ginn,  Thomas  H.  Gordon,  William  W.  Gordon, 
Robert  M.  Gould,  Herbert  C.  Gray,  Edward  B. 
Griffin,  Stephen  M.  Hale,  Walter  S.  Hall,  Lawrence 
C.  Hallin,  Charles  A.  Hardy,  Fred  G.  Harms, 
Charles  B.  Harris,  Frank  E.  Hawkins,  Joseph  M. 
Hefferen,  .Sidney  C.  Higgins,  William  J.  Hofmann, 
Benjamin  F.  Hooten,  Fletcher  Houghton,  John  W 
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lUmU'r,  .Icilui  llurlcN',  WilHnin  1'.  Jenkins,  llinnn 
.ItnvcU,  Williiuu  8.  .Icwol.t,  W.  WnlliU'e  Kocn  Jolin 
\V.  Ki'lloy,  Thoniaa  Kollcy,  John  F.  Kiornnn, 
Jolin  10.  Kiley,  Mary  U.  Kirley,  i'red  Kitsou, 
!?ylvanus  H.  Kneelanil,  Thomas  C.  I/amb,  William 
F.  Mahonoy,  Eugene  J.  McCarthj',  Jeremiah  L. 
MeCartliN',  Echvard  F.  McCormack,  Eugene  P. 
^^pl■)onal<l,  William  J.  McDonald,  Charles  Me- 
Clovern,  E.  J.  MeGovern,  Thomas  B.  Mellhatten, 
Edward  S.  Mellhatten,  James  C.  MeMahon,  John 
J.  MeMahon,  Henry  A.  Madden,  Forrest  O.  Mit- 
ehell,  Christian  Moore,  John  J.  Morris,  E.  Eugene 
Morse,  Maynard  F.  Moseley,  Ralph  W.  Moultoii, 
Henry  C.  Murphy,  James  F.  Murphy,  Miehael 
H.  Murphv,  Dennis  F.  Navien,  Frank  E.  Nichols, 
Edward  W.  Noel,  Thomas  H.  O'Brien,  S.  J.  O'Con- 
ncll,  Thonuis  J.  O'Keefe,  Harry  L.  Orr,  Albert 
T.  Orrall,  Denis  O'Sullivan,  Harold  D.  Page, 
Lovcll  O.  Perkins,  William  A.  Podolski,  Horace  L. 
Porter,  John  W.  Price,  J.osiah  M.  Rankin,  James  H. 
Riley,  Stella  Rooney,  George  D.  Secor,  William 
Seeley,  John  Shanahan,  Eugene  Sheridan,  George 
M.  Smith,  William  E.  Stewart,  Charles  G.  Stone, 
John  C.  Sullivan,  Timothy  J.  Sullivan*  George  E. 
Thayer,  Frank  O.  Thompson,  Frank  E.  Trow, 
William  A.  Tryder,  Charles  J.  Verrill,  Everett  S. 
Vradenburgh,  Alfred  A.  Waldron,  Michael  Wall, 
Henry  H.  Walters,  B.  F.  C.  Whitehouse,  J.  Clarence 
Whitney,  John  A.  Whittemore,  Virgil  N.  Whittum, 
George  T.  Wood,  Stuart  P.  Woodbury,  Charles 
H.  Woods,  William  J.  H.  Woods,  William  L. 
Woods. 

(3)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Meas- 
urers of  Grain  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning 
with  the  erst  day  of  May,  1912: 

Charles  E.  Avery,  Fred  T.  Baker,  John  J.  Barnes, 
Forrest  O.  Batchelder,  SSimuel  Bennett,  Louis  L. 
Berry,  James  W.  Blakeley,  John  R.  Boyd,  Lawrence 
A.  Bragan,  Edward  F.  Brennan,  Joseph  0.  Briggs, 
Thomas  J.  Callaghan,  Patrick  J.  Callahan,  Edward' 
Carstensen,  ThomaS  R.  Cashman,  Michael  Collins, 
James  Cook,  Joseph  W.  Cook,  Eliot  E.  Copeland, 
George  E.  Dalrymple,  Charles  F.  Davis,  James 
Donoiian,  John  F.  Donovan,  Alton  F.  Dow, 
William  H.  Drake,  Patrick  R.  Dunn,  George  R. 
Edwards,  James  K.  Farry,  Frank  H.  Feitel, 
Lorenz  T.  Farnum,  Michael  Finn,  Daniel  T. 
Flynn,  Henry  J.  Flynn,  John  Finnegan,  Zuleta 
Gibbs,  G.  Everett  Giles,  Thomas  H.  Gordon, 
William  W.  Gordon,  Edward  B.  Griffin,  Walter  S. 
Hall,  Lawrence  C.  Hallin,  Stephen  M.  Hale, 
John  A.  Hanly,  Fred  G.  Harms,  Charles  B.  Harris, 
Frank  E.  Hawkins,  Benjamin  Hay,  Joseph  M. 
Hefferen,  Joseph  G.  Herrick,  Benjamin  F.  Hooten, 
Amos  S.  Hubbard,  John  Hurley,  August  Israelson, 
William  S.  Jewett,  George  W.  Keith,  John  W. 
Kelley,  Thomas  Kelley,  Thomas  J.  Kelley,  John  E. 
Kiley,  Fred  Kitson,  Sylvanus  R.  Kneeland, 
Thomas  C.  Lamb,  Fred  Leonard,  Thomas  B. 
Lombard,  Eugene  J.  McCarthy,  Jeremiah  L. 
McCarthy,  Edward  F.  McCormack,  Eugene  P. 
McDonald,  William  J.  McDonald,  Timothy  J. 
McLaughhn,  Wilhara  T.  McLaughlin,  James  C. 
MeMahon,  John  J.  MeMahon,  Henry  A.'  Madden, 
William  F.  Mahoney,  Forrest  0.  Mitchell,  Chris- 
tian Moore,  Edward  W.  Noel,  Thomas  H.  O'Brien, 
Thomas  J.  O'Keefe,  Harry  L.  Orr,  Denis  O'Sullivan, 
Harold  D.  Page,  Leslie  A.  Pike,  William  A. 
Podolski,  John  W.  Price,  Josiah  M.  Rankin, 
Herbert  F.  Reinhard,  James  H.  Riley,  George  D. 
Secor,  William  Seeley,  John  Shanahan,  Eugene 
.Sheridan,  Alfred  J.  Sidwell,  George  M.  Smith, 
William  E.  Stewart,  John  C.  Sullivan,  Timothy  J. 
Sullivan,  George  E.  Thayer,  William  A.  Tryder, 
Charles  J.  Verrill,  Everett  S.  Vradenburgh,  Alfred 
A.  Waldron,  Miehael  Wall,  Henry  H.  Walters,- 
Thomas  F.  White,  Charles  H.  Woods,  William  L. 
Woods,  Frederick  P.  Wood. 

(4)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  In- 
spectors of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw  for ' 
the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the  first  day 
of  May,  1912: 

Morton  Aldcn,  Charles  E;  Avery,  Fred  T. 
Baker,  John  J.  Barnes,  Lewis  L.  Berry,  James  W. 
Blakeley,  John  R.  Boyd,  Edward  F.  Brennan, 
Joseph  O.  Briggs,  Joseph  W.  Cook,  James  P. 
Conroy,  Charles  F.  Davis,  Patrick  R.  Dunn, 
George  R.  Edwards,  James  K.  Farry,  Frank  H. 
Feitel,  Ira  W.  Forsaith,  Charles  W.  Furlong,-  G. 
Everett  Giles,  James  H.  Gilmore,  Thomas  A. 
Gorman,  John  A.  Hanly,  Frank  E.  Hawkins, 
Alpheus  R.  Henderson,  Benjamin  F.  Hooten, 
Amos  S.  Hubbard,  William  S.  Jewett,  John  W. 
Kelley,  Thomas  C.  Lamb,  Fred  Leonard,  Samuel 
Lombard,  Jr.,  Eugene  McCarthy,  Timothy  .1. 
McLaughlin,  William  T.  McLaughlin,  James  C. 
MeMahon,     William     F.      Mahoney,      Christian 


Moore,  Hic.hard  .f.  Moore,  Edward  W.  Noel, 
Denis  O'Sullivan,  Leslie  A.  Pike,  Herbert  F.  Rein- 
hard,  John  Shanahan,  George  M.  Smith,  John  C. 
Sullivan,  Charles  J.  Verrill,  Alfred  A.  Waldron, 
Michael  Wall,  Everett  S.  Vradenburgh,  John  Wray, 
Andrew  N.  Wyeth. 

(5)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weigh- 
ers of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery  for  the  term 
of  one  year  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May, 
1912: 

Fred  T.  Baker,  John  A.  Balam,  Forrest  O. 
Batchelder,  Cecil  E.  Baum,  Anton  S.  Beckert, 
Samuel  Bennett,  Louis  L.  Berry,  James  W.  Blake- 
ley, John  R.  Boyd,  Edward  F.  Brennan,  Joseph  O. 
Briggs,  Thomas  J.  Callaghan,  Patrick  J.  Callahan, 
James  Carey,  Thomas  R.  Cashman,  Frank  T. 
Chase,  James  Cook,  Joseph  W.  Cook,  James  Court- 
ney, Andrew  W.  Crowther,  Patrick  D.  Currie, 
George  E.  Dalrymple,  Charles  F.  Davis,  James  T. 
Donahue,  James  Donovan,  John  F.  Donovan, 
William  H.  Drake,  Jeremiah  F.  Driscoll,  Lorenz  T. 
Farnum,  James  K.  Farry,  Frank  H.  Feitel,  John 
Finnegan,  Daniel  T.  Flynn,  Henrj'  J.  Flynn, 
Thomas  Frost,  Charles  W.  Furlong,  Zuleta  Gibbs, 
John  E.  Gillen,  Thomas  H.  Gordon,  William  W. 
Gordon,  Thomas  A.  Gorman,  John  E.  GrifEn, 
Edwin  D.  Gurney,  Stephen  M.  Hale,  Walter  S. 
Hall,  Lawrence  C.  Hallin,  Fred  G.  Harms,  Charles 
B.  Harris,  Frank  E.  Hawkins,  Joseph  N.  HefJeren, 
Charles  F.  Hersey,  Frank  S.  Hicks,  Benjamin  F. 
Hooten,  John  Hurley,  Alfred  Inch,  Lemuel  T. 
James,  William  S.  Jewett,  John  W.  Keeley,  Thomas 
Kelley,  John  E.  Kiley,  Fred  Kitson,  Sylvanus  R. 
Kneeland,  Thomas  C.  Lamb,  Ernest  S.  Lent, 
Daniel  McCarthy,  Eugene  J.  McCarthy,  Jeremiah 
L.  McCarthy,  Edward  F.  McCormack,  Eugene  P. 
McDonald,  William  J.  McDonald,  James  E. 
McGonigle,  Jr.,  James  C.  MeMahon,  John  J. 
MeMahon,  Henry  A.  Madden,  David  A.  Mahoney, 
William  F.  Mahoney,  Forrest  O.  Mitchell,  Chris-, 
tian  Moore,  Edward  W.  Noel,  Thomas  H.  O'Brien, 
Thomas  J.  O'Keefe,  Harry  L.  Orr,  Denis  O'Sullivan, 
Harold  D.  Page,  Charles  W.  Perry,  William  A. 
Podolski,  John  W.  Price,  Josiah  M.  Rankin,  Walter 
J.  Riplej",  James  H.  Riley,  S.  Walter  Rowe,  George 
D.  Secor,  William  Seeley,  John  Shanahan,  Eugene 
Sheridan,  George  M.  Smith,  William  E.  Stewart, 
John  C.  Sullivan,  Timothy  J.  Sullivan,  George  E. 
Thayer,  John  H.  Toland,  William  A.  Tryder, 
Charles  J.  Verrill,  Everett  S.  Vradenburgh,  Alfred 
A.  Waldron,  Michael  Wall,  Charles  H.  Walters, 
Henry  H.  Walters,  Charles  H.  Woods,  William  L. 
Woods. 

(6)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weigh- 
ers of  Beef  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  May,  1912. 

Forrest  0.  Batchelder,  Fred  T.  Baker,  Samuel 
Bennett,  Louis  L.  Berry,  James  W.  Blakeley,  John 
R.  Boyd,  Edward  F.  Brennan,  Joseph  O.  Briggs, 
Carl  W.  Burrows,  Thomas  J.  Callaghan,  Patrick  J. 
Callahan,  Thomas  R.  Cashman,  Lindsey  W. 
Churchill,  James  P.  Conroy,  James  Cook,  Joseph 
W.  Cook,  Charles  S.  Cotton,  George  E.  Dalrymple, 
Charles  F.  Davis,  James  Donovan,  William  H. 
Drake,  Clarence  O.  Dustin,  Lorenzo  T.  Farnum, 
James  K.  Farry,  Frank  H.  Feitel,  John  Finnegan, 
Daniel  T.  Flvnn,  Henry  J.  Flynn,  Patrick  P.  Ford, 
Ira  W.  Forsaith,  Zuleta  Gibbs,  Alfred  H.  Goodwin, 
Thomas  H.-  Gordon,  William  W.  Gordon,  John  E. 
GrifEn,  William  B.  Gutterson,  Stephen  M.  Hale, 
Walter  S.  Hall,  Lawrence  C.  HaUin,  Charles 
Warren  Hapgood,  Fred  G.  Harms,  Charles  B. 
Harris,  Frank  E.  Hawkins,  James  F.  Hayes,  Joseph 
M.  Hefferen,  Benjamin  F.  Hooten,  John  Hurley, 
William  S.  Jewett,  Fred  Kitson,  John  W.  Kelley, 
Thomas  Kelley,  John  E.  Kiley,  Sylvanus  R.  Knee- 
land, James  Knowles,  Thomas  C.  Lamb,  Eugene  J. 
McCarthy,  Jeremiah  L.  McCarthy,  Edward  F. 
AlcCormack,  Eugene  P.  McDonald,  James  C. 
MeMahon,  John  J.  MeMahon,  Henry  A.  Madden, 
William  F.  Mahoney,  Forrest  O.  Mitchell,  Chris- 
tian Moore,  Edward  W.  Noel,  Thomas  H.  O'Brien, 
Thomas  J.  O'Keefe,  Denis  O'Sullivan,  Harry  L. 
Orr,  Harold  D.  Page,  Robert  S.  Paine,  Jr.,  William 
A.  Podolski,  John  W.  Price,  Josiah  M.  Rankin, 
James  H.  Riley,  Obadiah  E.  Ring,  George  F.  Ryan, 
George  D.  Secor,  William  Seeley,  John  Shanahan, 
Eugene  Sheridan,  George  M.  Smith,  William  E. 
Stewart,  John  C.  Sullivan,  Timothy  J.  Sullivan, 
George  E.  Thayer,  Fred  W.  Towle,  William  A. 
Trvder,  Charles  J.  Verrill,  Everett  S.  Vradenburgh, 
Joseph  B.  C.  Wakelev,  Alfred  A.  Waldron,  Michael 
Wall,  Henry  H.  "Walters,  George  W.  Whitney, 
Charles  H.  Woods,  William  L.  Woods,  Benjamin 
W.  Wright. 

(7)  James  H.  Cleaves,  Jacob  Hauck,  Orrin  E. 
Hodsdon  and    William  Park,  to  be  Inspectors  of 
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Petroleum  for  the  term  of  one  vear  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  May,   1!)12. 

(8)  Sewell  B.  Farnsworth,  Etlward  H.  Ma- 
honey,  Edward  R.  Maxwell,  William  H.  Saunders, 
to  be  Measurers  of  Upper  Leather  for  the  term  of 
one  year  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1912. 

(9)  Cecil  E.  Baum,  Charles  H.  Gelpkc  and 
J  ames  H.  Riley,  to  be  Gaugers  of  Liquid  Measures 
for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the  first 
day  of  May,  1912. 

(10)  Herbert  C.  Davis,  to  be  Superintendent 
of  the  North  Hay  Scales;  Neil  Mclnnis,  to  be 
Superintendent  of  the  Roxbury  Hay  Scales;  Daniel 
P.  Walker,  to  be  Superintendent  of  the  South  Hay 
.Scales;  each  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning 
with  the  first  day  of  May,  1912. 

(11)  Cornelius  J.  Donovan,  to  be  Weigher  of 
Vcs.sels  and  Ballast  for  the  term  of  one  year  begin- 
ning with  the  first  day  of  May,  1912. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Cornelius  J.  Flynn,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  a 
horse  injured  by  a  fall  on  an  oiled  pavement. 

Thomas  Fallon,  to  be  repaid  $10  paid  by  him 
for  the  thawing  out  of  his  service  pipe  by  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Daniel  J.  Driscoll,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  84  Terrace  street,  caused  by  backing  up 
of  sewer. 

Thomas  E.  L.  and  Arthur  H.  Kemp,  for  com- 
pensation for  damages  at  06  Homes  avenue,  by 
overflow  of  surface  water. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ments, viz.: 

Isabel  Florence,  Jordan  Hall,  evening  of  May  18. 

Mabel  J.  Golden,  Huntington  Chambers  Hall, 
evening  of  Mav  24. 

Rev.  F.  P.  Powers,  S.  J.,  Boston  College  Hall, 
evenings  of  April  23  and  25. 

Rev.  James  H.  O'Neil,  Sacred  Heart  School 
Hall,  afternoon  and  evening  of  May  1. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  Mishawum  Hall, 
evening  of  June  12. 

.  Maud    W.    Park,    Lincoln    House,    evening    of 
April  25. 


CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  appi-oved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds,  viz.: 

John  A.  Buswell,  Timothy  J.  Callahan,  William 
K.  Coburn,  George  W.  Crawford,  George  G. 
Drew,  James  Fraser,  George  W.  Green,  Walter 
Isidor,  Frank  L.  Murphy,  William  I.  Paine, 
Benjamin  F.  Pow^ell,  Robert  Rcid. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


.STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  parties  of  storage  of  explosives  at  the 
following-named  locations,  and  of  intention  to 
continue  use  of  said  premises  for  the  ensuing 
year,  viz.: 

William  J.  Conlon,  224  We.st  Newton  street. 

Vinal  Motor  Renting  Company,  112-110 
Worcester  street. 

Francis  H.  Dillon,  10  Wood  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners of  hearing  on  petition  of  West  End 
Street  Railway  Company  for  approval  of  381st, 
382d  and  383d  locations,  said  hearing  to  be 
given  on  April  24  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  appointment  of  John 
A.  O'Shea  as  Music  Trustee. 

Placed  on  file. 


ORDER  OF   NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  Holbrook,  Cabot  &  Rollins 
Corporation,  for  estimate  of  damages  caused  by 
taking  of  land  by  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company 
from  liaban  Pratt,  situated  on  Taylor  street — an 
order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon 
on  Monday,  May  13,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 


MINORS'   LICENSES.       • 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  nine  newsboys, 
two  bootblack.s  and  five  vendors — recommending 
that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  certain  persons  had  been  employed 
in  his  ofllce  from  March  25  to  April  22,  and  that 
work  had  been  performed  to  the  amount  of 
$3,493.13. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  order  (referred  March  11)  for 
footbridge  connecting  Greenwich  park.  Ward  12, 
with  Cuuiberland  street.  Ward  10 — that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  furnish  an  estimate;  of 
the  cost  of  construction. 

Accepted. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion from  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and 
order  (referred  March  25)  for  $75,000  for  inciner- 
ator, Brighton, — that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass, 
without  prejudice,  and  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested 
to  submit  to  the  City  Council  plans  and  specifi- 
cations, and  invite  bids  for  said  incinerator. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected,  yeas  0, 
nays  8. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion from  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and 
order  (referred  March  25)  for  .$23,000  for  purchase 
of  Everett  street,  Brighton,  property — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  given  its  first  reading  and 
passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  1)  for  loan  of  $150,000  for  construc- 
tion of  sewerage  works — that  the  order  ought  not 
to  pass. 

"The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  rejection  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  in  relation  to 
that  order,  the  Committee  on  Finance  has  already 
taken  action,  recommending  a  loan  for  that  same 
amount.  That  loan  was  passed  by  us,  so  that 
this  order  becomes  nugatory. 

Report  accepted,  order  rejected. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  orders  (referred  MarcK  11)  for  loan  of 
$1.50,000  for  land  and  building  for  refuse  stations, 
and  transfer  of  appropriation  to  "Land  and  Build- 
ings, Refu.se  Stations" — that  the  order  ought  not 
to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  rejection  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  committee 
make  that  report  in  view  of  the  fact  that  that 
order  is  superseded  by  another  order  from  the 
Mayor,  which  has  been  passed,  eliminating  the 
features  giving  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
the  right  to  transfer  land. 

Report  accepted,  ordens  rejected. 
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CLERICAL  ASSISTANCE,  SUPERIOR  CIVIL 
COURT. 

Coun.  Mcdonald  offered  an  order— Tl>at  in 
addition  to  the  amounts  heretofore  allowed  for 
clerical  assistance  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Superior  Court  for  Civil  Business  for  the  Coiinty 
of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  year  1912-13,  there 
be  allowed  the  further  amount  of  five  thousand 
dollars;  said  sura  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  County  of  Suffolk,  Superior  Court,  Civil 
Session. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


CLERICAL   ASSISTANCE,   PROBATE 
OFFICE. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That,  iintil 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  the  City 
Auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment,  and 
the  City  Treasurer  to  pay,  expenditures  by  the 
Register  of  Probate  and  Insolvency  for  clerical 
assistance  in  his  office  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  twenty  dollars  ($16,520)  per 
annum. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


MESSENGER,    PROBATE    COURT. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  the  Judges 
of  the  Probate  Court  be  authorized  to  employ  a 
messenger  at  a  salary  of  seventeen  hundred 
dollars  ($1,700)  per  annum,  and  to  expend  for 
uniforms  for  said  messengers  not  exceeding  $100 
per  annum;  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk, 
Probate  Court. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.18  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD,  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  4.53  o'clock  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following,  viz. : 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  to- 
day) concerning  two  tax  orders  appropriating 
the  sums  of  $50,000  and  $42,000  for  automobile 
apparatus  and  improvements  in  the  fire  alarm 
service — recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Appropriations. 

Report  accepted;    said  reference  ordered. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  January  20)  for 
loan  for  $100,000  for  municipal  building.  Ward  17, 
— recommending  reference  to  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  April 
16)  vetoing  order  appropriating  $250  for  drawing 
of  plans,  etc.,  for  locker  building,  etc.,  at  Orchard 
Park — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  and  communications 
placed  on  file. 

(4)  Reports  on  petitions  for  sidewalks — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  orders  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Vorks  make  sidewalks  along  the 
following-named  streets  in  front  of  the  hereinafter 
named  estates;  said  sidewalks  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from. 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  viz.: 

H.  F.  Scanlon  et  al.  (referred  April  1),  South 
street,  northerly  side,  between  Conway  and  Walter 
streets,  Ward  23. 

Leila  P.  Bruce  et  al.  (referred  1911),  South  street, 
both  sides,  between  Robert  and  Centre  streets. 
Ward  23. 

Edward  Mealwitz  et  al.  (referred  March  25), 
Fuller  street.  Ward  24. 


Miner  C.  Cone  (referred  March  25),  Capen  street, 
Ward  24. 

Reports  severally  accepted;   orders  passed. 

(5)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  permits  for  children  under  15  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — that 
permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Isabel  Florence,  Jordan  Hall,  evening  of  May  IS. 

Mabel  J.  Golden,  Huntington  Chambers  Hall, 
evening  of  May  24. 

Rev.  F.  P.  Powers,  S.  J.,  Boston  College  Hall, 
evenings  of  April  23  and  25. 

Rev.  James  H.  O'Neil,  Sacred  Heart  School  Hall, 
afternoon  and  evening  of  May  1. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  Mishawura  Hall, 
evening  of  June  12. 

Maud  W.  Park,  Lincoln  House,  evening  of 
April  25. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted 
on  usual  conditions. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  pay  roll  of 
Register  of  Deeds  (referred  to-day)  for  payment 
of  $3,493.13  for  work  performed  from  March  25 
to  April  22 — approving  of  the  same. 

Report  accepted;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


SIDEWALK   ORDERS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Whit- 
field street,  between  Park  street  and  Wheatland 
avenue,  Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Kilton 
street,  between  Harvard  and  Park  streets.  Ward 
20,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalks  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437 
of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Glen- 
way  street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Brad- 
shaw  street.  Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  alcove  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificiiil 
stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LAYING  OUT  OF  STREETS,  DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  lay 
out  and  accept  as  public  highwavs  Melville  road. 
Ward  20;  Everett  road,  Ward  20;  Whitfield  street, 
from  Park  street  to  Talbot  avenue,  Ward  20; 
Grossman  street.  Ward  24. 

Passed. 


LAYING    OUT    OF    STREETS,    BRIGHTON. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  lay 
out  and  accept  as  public  highways  in  Ward  25, 
Homes  avenue.  Academy  Hill  road,  Allston 
Heiglits,  Webster  avenue  and  Corey  road. 

Passed. 


USE  OF  PARADE  GROUND,  COMMON. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  be  requested  to 
permit  ball  games  and  other  forms  of  amusement 
on  the  parade  ground  on  the  Common,  in  view  of 
the  present  condition  of  the  regular  playground. 
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The  qtiestion  ciimc  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  the  reason  I 
liitve  put  this  order  in  is  because  of  the  tact  that 
the  present  playground  is  taken  up  by  piles  of  soil 
that  have  been  stored  there  during  tlie  renovation 
of  the  Common,  and  it  struck  me  as  a  proper 
thing  that  the  boys  should  have  some  place  to  play 
on  the  Common. 

The  order  was  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken 
to-day. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE, 
at  4.58  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  29,  at 
3  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


April  20,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the   City  Council,   held   in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m.,  President  ATTKIDGE  in  the  chair.    Absent 
— Couu.  Coulthiust,  Hale  and  Smith. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR.. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  make  the  following  appointments: 

(1)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weigher.s 
of  Coal  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  May,  1912:  William  B.  Harlow 
(22  Williams  avenue.  Ward  26),  Robert  B.  Harlow 
(132G  River  street.  Ward  20),  George  V. 
McDougald  (1017  River  street.  Ward  2(i),  Charles 
.).  McDougald  (Lincoln  street.  Ward  20),  Charlotte 
R.  Packard  (8  lola  street.  Ward  24). 

(2)  The  following-named  person  to  be  a  Weigher 
of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery  for  the  term  of 
one  year  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1912: 
Bolomon  Sutker  (571  Massachusetts  avenue. 
Ward  12). 

(3)  Fred  T.  Jackson  (20  Williams  street.  Ward 
18),  a  Weigher  of  Coal  for  the  term  of  one  year 
beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1912. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


CITY   OF   BOSTON   EXHIBIT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  similar  to  an  order  which  was  passed  last 
year,  appropriating  the  sum  of  $100  for  a  City  of 
Boston  Exhibit,  to  be  given  at  the  Second  Annual 
Bo.ston  Ideal  Homes  Exposition  in  Mechanics 
Building,  May  9  to  May  18,  1912.  I  understand 
that  the  expo.sition  is  to  be  given  on  a  much 
larger  scale  and  believe  the  city  should  encourage 
it  to  the  extent  of  making  a  display  of  photographs 
and  models  which  may  illustrate  to  some  extent 
the  work  of  the  municipality. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provLsions  of  chapter 
201  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  ($100)  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  for  Boston  Ideal  Homes 
Exposition. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ANNUITY   FOR  EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  23,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

One  of  the  senators  from  Suffolk  County  has 
introduced  a  bill  in  the  Legislature  to  grant  an 
annuity  of  $300  for  a  term  of  years  to  the  widow 
and  dependents  of  a  city  employee  who  was  killed 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  The  case  is 
one  that  is  exceptional  in  its  appeal  to  the  spirit  of 
justice  and  humanity.  The  deceased  employee  was 
a  man  of  excellent  character  and  his  death  was  the 
result  of  an  accident  for  which  he  was  in  no  degree 
to  blame.     The  widow  is  left  with  seven  children. 


the  oldest  of  whom  is  only  eleven  years  of  age  and 
the  youngest  an  infant.  Society,  in  this  case 
represented  by  the  city  government,  owes  it  as  a 
duty  to  this  helpless  family  and  itself  to  make 
provision  for  their  sustenance  and  proper  education. 
Nor  is  the  case  an  exceptional  one.  Amidst  bo 
large  a  body  of  workers,  numbering  over  12,000, 
many  worthy  families  must  be  thrown  each  year 
into  a  state  of  comparative  destitution. 

While  I  do  not  desire  to  oppose  the  bill  which 
has  been  introduced  into  the  Legislature,  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  a  more  simple  and  effective  way 
of  dealing  with  these  cases.  Chapter  449  of  the 
Acts  of  1903,  which  takes  effect  only  upon  its 
acceptance  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  City  Council, 
permits  the  cit.y,  when  authorized  to  do  so  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  Council,  approved  by  the 
Mayor,  to  paj'  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  $250 
to  the  widow  of  an  employee  who  dies  after  not 
less  than  five  years  continuous  service,  or  to  the 
next  of  kin  who  may  be  dependent  upon  him. 
This  statute  has  the  merit  of  providing  for  the 
immediate  necessities  in  extreme  cases,  like  that  of 
the  widow  and  seven  children  referred  to  above. 
Were  the  Legislature  not  in  session  this  helpless 
woman  would  have  no  relief  for  many  mouths 
except  such  as  she  might  receive  from  other  sources. 
If  not  abused  the  rule  would  have  the  advantage 
over  the  present  haphazard  method  of  directness 
and  immediacy. 

There  is  some  ground  for  thinking,  also,  that  it 
would  be  economical  for  the  City  Council  to  accept 
this  act.  I  append  herewith  a  statement  from  the 
City  Auditor,  showing  the  amounts  paid  by  the 
city  in  special  grants  and  remainders  of  salaries 
from  1897-1898  to  1903-1904,  inclusive.  The 
amounts  vary  considerably.  I  understand  that 
at  the  present  time  the  average  is  very  much  less, 
but  there  is  always  the  possibility  of  a  return  to 
the  old  lavishness  of  expenditure  on  this  account. 
While  it  is  difficult  to  figure  out  the  death  rate 
among  12,000  city  employees,  and  impossible  to 
say  how  many  of  them  would  apply  for  this  small 
relief,  there  is  some  ground  for  thinking  that  the 
expenditure  might  average  less  than  now. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  City  Council 
consider  the  acceptance  of  chapter  449  of  the  Acts 
of  1903,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended  hereto. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


(Chapter  449,  Acts  of  1903.) 
An  Act  to  Authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Make 
Payments  to  the  Widows  or  Next  of  Kin  of  its 
Deceased  Employees. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  city  of  Boston  may,  when 
authorized  to  do  so  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  each 
branch  of  its  city  council,  taken  by  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays  and  approved  by  the  mayor,  pay  a  sum 
of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  to  the  widow  of  an  employee  who  shall  die 
hereafter  in  the  service  of  the  city  after  not  less 
than  five  years  of  continuous  service  therein,  and 
in  case  there  is  no  widow  such  sum  may  be  paid 
to  the  next  of  kin;  provided,  that  such  next  of 
kin  were  at  the  time  of  death  of  such  employee 
dependent  upon  his  wages  for  suppoi-t. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  only  upon  its 
acceptance  by  a  majority  vote  of  each  branch  of 
the  city  council  taken  by  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  approved  by  the  mayor. 

Payments  to  widows  or  dependents  of  deceased 
employees: 

1897-1898 $5,823  71 

1898-1899 10,002  02 

1899-1900 5,085  28 

1900-1901 3,9.58  22 

1901-1902 9,589  30 

1902-1903 8,344  90 

1903-1904 13,878  80 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LABORERS'  PENSIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  24,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Retirement  Board  for  City 
Laborers,  under  chapter  413  of  the  Acts  of  1911 ,  it 
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was  votcnl  tlmt  cerlaiii  laborers  over  scvent.\'  years 
of  n(iP,  employpd  in  the  Water  Divisiiiii  of  the  Dc- 
partiiieut  of  Public  Works,  be  retired,  such  retire- 
ment being  compulsory  under  the  statute. 

As  the  water  in<'ome  cannot  be  used  for  this 
purpose  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panyinK  order,  similar  to  an  order  passed  by  your 
honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of  August  22,  1911, 
which  provides  that  these  pensions  shall  be 
charged  in  all  instances  to  the  Reserve  Fimd. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
pensions,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  413  of  the 
Acts  of  1911,  for  such  employees  of  the  Water 
Service  of  the  Sewer  and  Water  Division  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  as  may  be  entitled 
to  them,  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  and 
that  the  said  appropriatioii  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


INCINERATOR  PLANS,  BRIGHTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in  reply  to  an 
order  passed  by  your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting 
of  April  22,  1912,  to  the  effect  that  "the  commis- 
sioner of  public  works  be  requested,  through  his 
■Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  city  council 
plans  and  specifications,  and  invite  bids,  for  pro- 
posed incinerator,  Brighton." 

Respectfully, 
.John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


,City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  29,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  with  my  report  the  following  . 
order  of  the  City  Council  under  date  of  April  22, 
1912: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
submit  to  the  City  Council  plans  and  specifications, 
and  invite  bids,  for  proposed  incinerator,  Brighton. 
I  would  respectfully  inform  your  Honor  that  I 
find  a  number  of  objections  to  a  compliance  with 
this  request.  I  am  aware  of  no  appropriation  of 
money  for  the  specific  purpose  set  forth  in  the 
order.  I  should  assume  that  I  had  no  legal  author- 
ity to  incur  liability  by  inviting  bids  unless  there 
had  been  an  appropriation  made  for  the  contract 
contemplated.  I  should  assume  further  that  I 
would  not  be  acting  fairly  towards  firms  of  con- 
tractors to  ask  them  to  make  bids  when  I  had  no 
authority   to   award  a  contract. 

I  assume  also  that  any  plans  and  specifications 
for  the  construction  of  the  incinerator  would  be 
useless  and  a  needless  expense  until  it  had  been 
determined  how  much  was  to  be  spent  to  build  it. 
Respectfully, 

L.  K.  ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


FIRE   AUTOMOBILE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  April  1,  1912,  I  recommended  the  passage 
of  two  tax  orders  for  .$50,000  and  $42,000,  respec- 
tively, for  the  purpose  of  providing  automobile 
apparatus  for  the  Fire  Department  and  of  institut- 


ing improvements  in  the  fire  alarm  service.  On 
April  22,  1912,  I  addressed  a  message  to  your 
honorable  body,  urging  the  immediate  passage  of 
these  orders.  As  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  I 
venture  to  remind  you  that  the  summer  season 
is  approaching  and  that  during  this  period  the  Fire 
Department  is  greatly  depleted  owing  to  vacations. 
It  .seems  to  me  that  since  all  the  authorities  are 
virtually  agreed  upon  the  necessity  of  these  im- 
provements, there  should  be  no  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Council  in  granting  the  necessary 
appropriations. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


INCREASE    FOR   POLICE   AND 
FIREMEN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

Wages  in  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments  have 
remained  stationary  for  about  twenty-five  years  in 
spite  of  frequent  appeals  for  what  the  members  of 
these  departments  regard  as  a  fair  readjustment. 
In  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  living  and  the 
stricter  standards  as  to  discipline  and  intelligence 
in  recent  years,  as  well  as  the  prevailingly  high 
character  of  the  membership  of  the  two  depart- 
ments and  the  responsible  duties  wtiich  they  per- 
form, I  believe  the  city  is  warranted  in  granting  a 
substantial  increase  in  compensation. 

After  consulting  with  the  Police  Commissioner 
and  the  Fire  Commissioner  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  following  readjustment  of  the 
salary  schedule  affords  a  fair  recognition  of  the 
demands  of  these  employees,  with  due  regard  to 
the  financial  status  of  the  city. 


Police  Department. 

For  patrolmen,  a  maximum  of  $1,300  per  year 
instead  of  $1,200  per  year  as  now. 

For  sergeants,  an  increase  of  $175  per  year. 

For  lieutenants  and  inspectors,  an  increase  of 
$200  per  year. 


Fire  Department. 

For  firemen  and  engineers,  a  maximum  of  $1,300 
per  year  instead  of  $1,200  per  year  as  now. 

For  lieutenants  and  captains,  an  increase  of 
$200  per  year. 

For  district  chiefs  and  second  deputj'  chief,  an 
increase  of  .$300  per  year. 

The  cost  of  all  these  increa.ses,  going  into  effect 
June  1,  1912.  for  the  remaining  eight  months  of 
the  fiscal  year,  is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Police  Department. 
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Total 

$84,472  64 

To  this  must  be  added  a  small  amount  for  the 
patrolmen  who  will  become  entitled  to  the  maxi- 
mum between  June  1,  1912,  and  February  1,  1913. 
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Fire  Department. 
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Total 

$59,936  18 

To  this  must  be  acWed  a  small  amount  for  the 
firemen  and  engineers,  numbering  about  33,  who 
will  become  entitled  to  the  maximum  between 
June  1,  1012,  and  February  1,  1913. 

Besides  the  increases  of  salaries  in  the  Police 
Department  I  am  convinced  that  the  force  itself 
should  be  larger  than  it  is.  At  the  district  meetings, 
particularly  in  the  outlying  districts,  there  have 
been  many  requests  for  better  police  protection, 
but  this  cannot  be  given  with  the  present  number 
of  patrolmen  without  weakening  the  downtown 
stations,  which  are  none  too  strongly  manned  as 
it  is.  The  Police  Commissioner  and  I,  who  under 
the  law  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  over  the 
increase  of  the  police  force,  have  reached  an  agree- 
ment by  which  a  full  complement  will  have  been 
attained  by  the  .year  1913.  The  additions  which 
will  be  made  in  1912  call  for  an  increa.se  of  $18,000 
in  the  appropriation,  making  a  total  increase  for 
the  Police  Department  of  about  .11103,000,  and 
for  the  Fire  Department  an  increase  totaling  about 
$62,000.  . 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  tax  orders,  making  additional 
appropriations  of  $103,000  for  the  Police  Depart- 
ment and  .$02,000  for  the  Fire  Department,  in 
order  that  the  increases  may  become  effective 
June  1,  1912. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  sums  of  mone.y  hereinafter 
speciffed  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  appro- 
priated for  the  objects  and  purposes  hereinafter 
stated ;  that  said  sums  be  raised  by  taxes  to  the 
amounts  so  appropriated,  and  be  raised  by  taxes 
upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of 
Boston;  and  that  all  orders  heretofore  passed 
relating  to  taxi's  and  the  interest  thereon  apply 
to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for: 

Police  Department $103,000 

Fire  Department 02,000 

Total $165,000 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Harvard  Provision  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damages  at  141  Harvard  street  by  stoppage  of 
sewer. 

Jessie  Leonard,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  at  25  State  street. 

Ernest  Cataldo,  for  compensation  for  goods 
damaged  by  overflow  of  water  at  235  London  street. 
East  Boston. 


John  J.  Keenan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  his  son  Robert  by  a  defect  in  street  in  front 
of  830  Albany  street. 

John  Felton,  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account 
of  injuries  received  while  employed  in  the  Sanitary 
Division. 

County  Accounts. 

Llewellyn  Lincoln,  to  be  retired  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  459  of  the  Acts  of  1910. 

George  A.  Keuison,  to  be  retired  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  4.59  of  the  Acts  of  1910. 

Executive. 

James  E.  Fitzgerald  et  al.,  reljitive  to  establish- 
ing park  in  Ward  2. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  various  locations — that  permits  be  granted, 
viz.: 

Leo  B.  Cohen,  251  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 

Frederick  H.  Doell,  11  Dock  square.  Ward  0. 

Gutloii  Brothers,  2012  Washington  street. 
Ward  17. 

Max  Levine,  112  Merrimac  street.  Ward  6. 

Hyman  Sisonsky,  140  Northampton  street. 

Glodt  &  Sisonsky,  78  Dover  street.  Ward  9. 

Charles  Cohen,  51  Endicott  street.  Ward  6. 

Moses  Bohn,  00  Merrimac  street.  Ward  0. 

Placido  .'\marie,  5  Prince  street.  Ward  0. 

Joseph  Sonnabend,  2136  Washington  street. 
Ward  17. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  aniuse- 
iftent — recommending  that  permits  be  granted, 
viz.: 

,fohn  J.  Fitzgerald,  Berkeley  Hall,  evening  of 
May  7. 

Rose  I.  Byrne,  Horticultural  Hall,  evening  of 
May  10. 


SIDEWALKS  ASSESSMENTS. 

A  commvmication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  assessing  cost  of  constructing 
artificial  stone  .sidewalks  along  the  westerly  side 
of  Ocean  street,  between  Welles  avenue  and  Roslin 
street.  Ward  24;  that  the  persons  named  in  the 
schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the 
sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as  their 
proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  said 
sidewalks  in  front  of  their  several  estates,  and  the 
same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given 
to  the  parties  as  aforesaid,  the  amount  being 
$328.45. 

The  order  was  passed. 


TREMONT   STREET   BRIDGE 
ALTERATIONS. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  of  decision 
of  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners  on  petition  of 
the  Boston  &  .\lbany  Railroad  Company,  relative 
to  alterations  in  the  Tremont  .Street  Bridge  over 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  in  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  hereinafter  named 
parties  of  storage  of  explosives  in  the  foUowing- 
luimed  places,  and  of  intention  to  use  .said  premises 
for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

George  W.  .Simonds,  46  Bicknell  street.  Ward  20. 

Massachusetts  Auto  Club,  761  Boylston  street, 
Ward  11. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  170  Broadway, 
South  Boston. 

Herbert  L.  Purdy,  20  Holborn  street.  Ward  21. 

John  Manning,  6.34  Huntington  avenue. 

Maxwell-Briscoe  Boston  Compan.y,  100  Massa- 
chusetts avenue. 

G.  E.  &  H.  J.  Habisch  Company,  117  Massachu- 
setts avenue. 

Fred  N.  Russell,  rear  000  River  street.  Ward  24. 

B.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Auto  School,  2'88  St.  Botolph 
street. 

George  R.  Basoom  Company,  Inc.,  31  &  33  Stan- 
hope street. 

Placed  on  file. 
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Tlie  following  was  recoivcii : 

Municipal  Courl 
of  the  Roxbury  Disli'ict  of  llio 
City  of  Boston, 

April  2-t,  1!!12. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Boston, 

Sitting  as  County  Commissioners  for  t'hc 
County  of  Suffolk,  Boston: 
Dear  Sirs, — Subject  to  your  approval  I  have 
to-day  established  the  salary  of  Mr.  John  D. 
Regan.  Probation  Officer  for  Wayward  and 
Delinquent  Children,  of  the  Municipal  Court  of 
the  Roxbury  District  of  the  City  of  Boston,  at 
$1,800  per  year,  payable  in  equal  monthly  pay- 
ments, beginning  with  May  1,  1912.  Mr.  Regan 
has  held  his  present  position  since  May  1,  1909, 
having  been  appointed  by  virtue  of  chapter  637  of 
the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1908,  as  amended  by 
chapter  216  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1909, 
at  a  salary  of  .151,500  a  .year,  payable  in  equal 
monthly  payments.  Mr.  Regan  is  a  very  efficient 
probation  officer  for  wayward  and  delinquent 
children,  and  his  work  in  our  district  has  been 
remarkably  successful.  He  deserves  an  increase 
of  salary  and  I  trust  you  will  approve  of  my  action 
in  increasing  his  salary  as  above  stated. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
S.  Nathan  Williams, 

Justice  of  said  Court. 


Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  in  con- 
nection with  the  foregoing  petition  I  wish  to  put  in 
this  letter  received  from  Mr.  John  D.  Regan,  at 
my  request,  furnishing  certain  information  in 
regard  to  the  duties  of  probation  officer  of  the 
Roxbury  Court.  This  letter  I  wish  to  make  a 
part  of  the  record. 

The  letter  referred  to  was  as  follows: 

Boston,  April  27,  1912. 
Mr.  Walter  Ballantyne: 

Dear  Mr.  Ballantyne, — In  compliance  with 
your  request  received  this  morning  for  data  re- 
garding my  work  to  be  presented  to  the  members 
of  the  City  Council  in  conjunction  with  the  peti- 
tion or  recommendation  to  be  submitted  to  that 
body  by  Judge  Williams,  I  should  like  to  present 
the  following  facts  as  some  of  the  reasons  that 
have  probably  actuated  Judge  Williams  in  making 
this  request. 

In  the  first  place,  I  wish  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  this  recommendation  comes  from  my  superior 
entirely  unsolicited,  and  I  know  that  you  will 
regard  his  judgment  of  the  justice  of  the  recom- 
mendation as  far  more  worthy  of  consideration 
than  any  statements  of  mine.  To  begin  with  the 
two  juvenile  probation  officers  of  the  Boston  Court 
each,  deservedly,  in  mv  opinion,  receive  a  salary 
of  $1,800.  On  the  first  of  May  I  shall  have  com- 
pleted my  third  year  in  the  service  at  a  salary 
of  .SI, 500. 

Besides  having  my  own  clerical  work  to  do,  an 
important  feature  which  the  Boston  officers  do  ^ 
not  have  to  contend  with,  I  have  always  at  least 
150  probation  boys  to  look  after;  constantly  and 
not  infrequently  this  number  reaches  180,  as 
compared  to  the  number  handled  by  each  of  the 
Boston  officers,  which  Mr.  Connolly,  one  of  the 
Boston  officers,  informs  me  never  exceeds  150. 

As  to  the  total  number  of  cases  handled  an- 
nually, Mr.  Connolly  tells  me  that  in  the  Boston 
Juvenile  Court  the  volume  of  business  at  a  ready 
estimate  is  in  the  vicinity  of  1,000  eases.  In 
1908,  the  year  before  I  was  appointed,  this  court 
handled  1,035  cases,  but  on  May  1,  1909,  the 
date  of  my  appointment,  we  adopted  a  system  of 
preventive  work  which  brought  the  number  actu- 
ally brought  before  the  court  last  year  to  403. 
Ours  is  the  first  court  in  the  state  to  adopt  this 
method,  and  because  of  its  success  it  has  met 
with  particular  favor  at  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Probation,  with  the  result  that  it  is 
gradually  being  taken  up  by  other  courts  in  the 
state. 

Briefly,  this  work  calls  for  the  adjusljment  of 
complaints  of  a  trivial  nature  against  first  offenders 
and  supervision  of  them  afterward  out  of  court. 
By  this  method  w'e  are  able,  without  any  per- 
ceptible increase  in  law  breaking,  to  keep  hundreds 
of  boys'  names  clear  of  the  stigma  of  a  record  of 
any  sort,  and  at  the  same  time  to  enlist  the  co- 
operation of  the  parents  to  a  much  stronger 
degree  than  if  their  boys  had  been  actually  placed 
under  arrest.     The  consent  of  the  complainant  to 


this  method  is  always  obtained  first,  and  the 
offender  is  only  too  willing  generally  to  make  the 
necessary  amends. 

This  work  is  entirely  supplementary  to  the 
duties  usually  undertaken  by  a  probation  officer, 
and  by  means  of  it  we  arc  able  to  get  a  hold  on 
the  boy  before  he  has  become  hardened,  and  to 
cheek  tendencies  that  might  possibly  lead  to  a 
more  serious  repetition.  This  method,  in  the  eyes 
of  those  who  have  carefully  considered  it,  is  far 
more  effective  than  the  mere  bringing  of  a  boy 
before  the  court  only  to  have  his  case  placed  on 
file,  or  to  be  discharged  because  of  faulty  prepara- 
tion of  the  case.  From  May  1,  1909,  to  the  pres- 
ent date,  this  office  has  investigated  1,039  such 
complaints  and  adjusted  them  to  the  apparent 
satisfaction  of  the  complainants  and  of  this  num- 
ber only  75  have  thus  far  failed  to  take  advantage 
of  its  intent  by  later  breaking  the  law.  A  written 
report  of  each  case  of  this  sort  is  made  to  the 
judge  for  his  approval  or  disapproval,  and  is 
afterward  kept  on  file. 

During  ray  three  years  I  have  had  on  probation 
610  boys,  and  during  that  (ime  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  surrender  only  101.  You  must  know 
that  in  order  to  attain  results  so  favorable,  con- 
stant zeal  is  required  in  order  to  direct  boys  to 
the  right  road,  and  constant  oversight  is  later 
necessary  in  order  to  keep  them  to  it  by  various 
means. 

I  think  that  you  are  fajniliar  with  my  other 
activities,  such  as  the  Roxbury  Boys'  Club  and  the 
Children's  Welfare  League  which  have  played  no 
small  part  in  the  reducing  of  complaints  in  our 
district. 

It  is  a  delicate  matter  for  one  to  plead  one's 
own  cause  with  becoming  modesty,  and  after  all 
it  is  only  a  poor  public  servant  who  strives  to  do 
good  work  merely  for  whatever  salary  advance- 
ment it  may  bring.  But  there  is  a  degree  of  pride 
in  the  realization  that  one's  efforts  have  been 
stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  approval  of  his 
superior,  and  this  realization  brings  with  it  an 
incentive  for  one  to  do  even  better  work. 

I  think  you  will  agree  there  is  no  more  impor- 
tant work  before  any  of  the  state's  servants  than 
that  which  faces  the  probation  force;  it  calls  for 
men  who  must  be  actuated  by  a  worthy  motive, 
and  it  ought  to  be  undertaken  by  men  who  have 
the  ability  to  cope  with  the  intricate  social  ques- 
tions of  the  day. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  D.  Regan. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  Cit.v  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approvcti 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds: 

John  E.  Andrews,  Herbert  F.  Belt,  George  W. 
Brooker,  George  \.  Borofski,  Sherman  H.  Calder- 
wood,  William  W.  K.  Campbell,  Michael  Cangiano, 
Cornelius  A.  Coughlin,  John  A.  Duggan,  Jr., 
John  A.  Duggan,  Frank  R.  Farrell,  Andrew  J. 
Condon,  James  W.  Gilmore,  James  Graham, 
Joseph  Guttentag,  Charles  F.  Hale,  George  J. 
Hanlev,  Clarence  H.  Knowlton,  Edward  J.  Leary, 
William  McCarthy,  Alvin  I.  Phillips.  Morris  I. 
Silton,  Anson  Stern,  Fred  G.  Trask,  James  H. 
Waugh.  Frank  Yennaco. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor: 

Joseph  A.  TurnbuU,  Overseer  of  the  Poor;  .John 
Templeman  Coolidge,  Jr..  Art  Commissioner. 

Certified  copies  of  same  were  delivered  to  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  on  April  2:5. 

placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Ser-sdce  Com- 
mission of  approval  of  appointment  of  Patrick 
H.  Mullownev,  M.  D.  V.,  as  member  of  Board  of 
Health. 

Placed  on  file. 


APRIL    29,    1912. 
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RAILROAD  POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  that  John  M.  Pike  is  no 
longer  employed  by  said  company  as  railroad  police 
officer. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPAIRS   ON    HARVARD   BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Cambridge, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  April  22,  1912. 
Dear  Sir, — In  agreement  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  a  vote  of  the  City  Council  of  this  city 
passed  on  the  16th  inst.,  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy 
of  a  preamble  and  order  with  reference  to  repairs 
on  the  roadway  of  Harvard  Bridge. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Edward  J.  Brandon,  City  Clerk. 

City  of  Cambridge, 
In  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  10,  1912, 

Whereas,  A  communication  from  the  Bridge 
Commissioner  asking  for  an  appropriation  of 
$35,000  as  our  proportion  to  be  paid  for  repairing 
and  repaving  on  Harvard  Bridge,  is  before  this 
City  Council;  and 

Whereas,  Only  about  ten  years  has  elapsed 
since  said  bridge  was  originally  paved,  which 
ordinarily_  is  only  about  two-thirds  of  the  lifetime 
for  paving  of  similar  character;  and 

Whereas,  That  facts  show  that  it  is  due  to  the 
extra  wear,  tear  and  strain  created  by  the  heavy 
cars  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Company 
which  run  over  this  bridge,  that  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  repair  and  repave  the  bridge  at  this  time 
to  the  extent  as  specified  in  aforesaid  communica- 
tion; and 

Whereas,  In  the  future  this  same  extra  wear, 
tear  and  strain  from  this  same  source  will  continue 
to  exist  and  increase,  thus  shortening  the  life  of  this 
propo.sed  paving  and  repairing;  and 

Whereas,  From  a  standpoint  of  fairness  and 
justice  under  such  circumstances  it  would  seem 
proper  that  the  city  should  exact  of  the  aforesaid 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Company  that  they  pay 
an  equal  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  aforesaid 
proposed  paving  and  repairing;   therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  take  this 
matter  under  advisement  and  report  his  findings 
as  to  our  legal  rights  in  the  premises  at  the  earliest 
possible  period  that  we  may  then  treat  under- 
standingly  on  the  matter  with  the  aforesaid 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Company;  and  it  is 
further 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  this  preamble  and  order 
be  forwarded  to  the  Mayor,  City  Council  and  City 
Solicitor  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  to  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railroad  Company. 

Adopted. 

Concurred,  April  10,  1912. 
A  true  copy. 
Attest: 

Edward  J.  Brandon.  City  Clerk. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  twenty-eight 
newsboys,  three  bootblacks  and  six  vendors — 
recommending  that  said  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  .said  licenses  granted 
on  usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  Nos.  1  and  2, 
unfinished  business,  viz.:  i 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  22,  of  minor  officers  paid  by  fees  for 
the  term  ending  April  .30,  1913,  as  contained  in 
Document  04. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  16,  of  Louis  Rosenthal  to  be  a  Con- 
stable of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  from  May  1,  1912. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Buckley.  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast  0,  yeas  0,  and  the  several 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


SIDEWALK   ORDERS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
the  Second  Parish  Church  of  Dorchester  et  al., 
for  sidewalks  on  northerly  side  of  Centre  street, 
Dorchester. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  Coun.  COLLIN.S 
presented  an  order — That  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  make  sidewalk  along  the  northerly 
side  of  Centre  street,  between  Washington  and 
Seaborn  streets.  Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
■5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Park  .street,  between  Washing- 
ton street  and  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company,  Ward  20,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk 
to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  ad- 
joining, to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Washington  street,  between 
Blue  Hill  and  Talbot  avenues.  Ward  20,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk 
to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoin- 
ing, to  be  from  .5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
1893. 

The  order  was  passed. 

RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.15  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  McDonald,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  4.46  p.  m. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 
Coun.  COLLIN.S,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  Noll  (referred 
April  1),  employee  at  House  of  Correction,  to  be 
retired  under  provisions  of  chapter  459  of  Acts 
of  1910 — recommending  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing preambles  and  order: 

Whereas,  Charles  Noll,  an  employee  at  the 
House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island,  County  of 
Suffolk,  has  applied  for  retirement  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  459,  Acts  of  1910;  and 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  New  York  state  that 
said  Noll  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  it 
further  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  Penal 
Institutions  Commissioner  that  said  Noll  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  county  for  at  least  ten  years, 
that  his  salary  is  now  S720  per  annum,  and  that 
he  is  incapacitated  for  active  duty,  and  has  arrived 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years;   therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
459,  Acts  of  1910,  Charles  Noll,  an  employee  of  the 
Penal  Institutions  Department,  County  of  Suffolk, 
be  retired  from  active  service  at  the  salary  of  $360- 
per  annum. 

Report  accepted;  preambles  and  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  M.  Hunter, 
known  as  Michael  C.  Hunter  (referred  April  1), 
employee  at  County  Jail,  to  be  retired  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  4.59  of  Acts  of  1910 — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  preambles 
and  order; 

Whereas,  Charles  M.  Hunter,  known  as  Michael 
C.  Hunter,  an  employee  of  the  Suffolk  County 
Jail,  has  applied  for  retirement  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  459,  Acts  of  1910;  and 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
that  said  Hunter  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
and  it  further  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  that  said  Hunter  has 
been  in  the  service  of  the  county  for  at  least  ten 
years,  that  his  salary  is  now  $1,200  per  annum, 
and  that  he  is  incapacitated  for  active  duty,  and 
has  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years;  therefore 
be  it 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
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451),  Acts  of  li)l().  Charles  M.  Hunter,  known  as 
Michael  C.  Hunter,  an  employee  at  the  Suffolk 
County  Jail,  bo  retired  from  active  scrvnce  at  the 
sahiry  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Heport  accepted;  preambles  and  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  proprietors  of  Social 
Law  Library  (referred  March  11)  for  usual  allow- 
ance of  SI, 000 — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following; 

Ordered,  That  (here  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  for  the  maintenance  and  en- 
largement of  said  library  during  the  present  year, 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  amount  received 
from  naturalization  fees. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  April  22)  for 
allowance  of  ,$10,520  for  clerical  assistance  in  office 
of  Registrar  of  Probate  and  Insolvency — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  April  22)  that 
So, 000  be  allowed  for  clerical  assistance  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  for  Civil 
Business  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  for  the  finan- 
cial year  1912-13 — recommending  the  pas.sage  of 
an  order  in  the  following  new  draft; 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
City  Council,  the  City  Auditor  be  authorized  to 
allow  for  payment,  and  the  City  Treasurer  to  pay, 
expenditures  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
for  Civil  Business  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  for 
clerical  assistance  in  his  office  at  the  rate  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(6)  Reports  on  various  papers — that  no  further 
action  is  necessary,  viz. : 

Petition  of  Frederick  C.  Brughts  (referred  1911), 
for  retirement  under  provisions  of  chapter  459  of 
Acts  of  1910. 

Order  (referred  1910)  for  vacation  for  employees 
of  .Superior  Civil  Court. 

Order  (referred  1911)  concerning  methods  of 
transportation  of  prisoners  from  Brighton  Court- 
house and  Charles  Street  Jail  to  Deer  Island  boat. 

Reports  severilly  accepted. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 
Coun.    McDonald  for  the   Executive   Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
various  locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.; 

Leo  B.  Cohen,  251  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 

Frederick  H.  Doell,  11  Dock  square.  Ward  6. 

Gutlon  Brothers,  2012  Washington  street.  Ward 
17. 

Max  Levine,  112  Merrimac  street,  Ward  6. 

Hyman  Sisonsky,  14G  Northampton  street. 

Glodt  &  Sisonsky,  78  Dover  street,  Ward  9. 

Charles  Cohen,  51  Endicott  street.  Ward  6. 

Moses  Bohn,  66  Merrimac  street.  Ward  6. 

Placido  Amarie,  5  Prince  street,  Ward  6. 

.Joseph  Sonnabend,  2136  Washington  street, 
Ward  17. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement  —  recom- 
mending that  permits  be  granted,  viz.; 

John  J.  FitzGerald,  Berkeley  Hall,  evening  of 
May  7. 

Ro.se  I.  Byrne,  Horticultural  Hall,  evening  of 
May  10. 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  relative  to  charging  cost  of 
pensions  in  Water  Service  of  the  Sewer  and  Water 
Division  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  — - 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  commu- 
nication (referred  April  22)  relative  to  gymnasium 
instructors  acting  as  supervisors  in  the  city  play- 
grounds— that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  and  communication 
placed  on  file.  ' 

(5)  Reports  on  orders  (severally  referred  April 
22)  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Workfi  make 
sidewalks  along  certain  streets — that  the  orders 
ought  to  pass,  viz.: 

Both  sides  of  Glenway  street,  between  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Bradshaw  street.  Ward  20. 

Both  sides  of  Kilton  street,  between  Harvard 
and  Park  streets. 


Both  sides  of  Whitfield  street,  between  Park 
street  and  Wheatland  avenue. 

Reports  accepted;    orders  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  communication  from  City  Clerk 
of  Cambridge  and  preambles  and  orders  (referred 
to-day)  relative  to  repair  of  Harvard  Bridge — 
that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed. 

(7)  Report  on  petition  of  James  E.  Fitzgerald 
et  al.  (referred  to-day)  relative  to  playground 
in  Ward  2,  recommending  that  said  petition  be 
referred  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  with  request  that, 
pending  inquiry  into  this  matter, any  action  which 
contemplates  the  acquirement  of  land  other  than 
water  front  land  be  suspended,  and  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  advise  the  City  Council 
of  the  status  of  this  matter,  and  further  that  the 
original  petition  of  the  school  children  for  a  water 
front  playground  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Report  accepted;  said  recommendation  adopted. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  for  the  transfer  of  $100  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  be  expended  for  the  Boston  Ideal 
Homes  Exposition — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


REPAIR   OF   STREETS,    SOUTH 
BOSTON. 
Coun.    KENNY     offered    an    order — That   the 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works    be    requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  repave  D  street. 
South    Boston,    between    Dorchester    avenue    and 
Old  Colony  avenue,  and  to  repair  E  street,  between 
Old  Colony  avenue  and  Ninth  street. 
Passed. 


SIDEWALK,   BUTTONWOOD   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Buttonwood  street,  between 
Columbia  road  and  Crescent  avenue.  Ward  16, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EAST   BOSTON   TERMINAL   COMPANY. 
Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  is  opposed  to 
the     measure     pending     before     the     Legislature, 
entitled   an   act   to   incorporate   the   East   Boston 
Terminal  Company,  because: 

1.  It  anticipates  and  capitalizes  on  the  develop- 
ment of  the  port  of  Boston  for  which  the  Common- 
wealth has  pledged  its  credit  to  the  extent  of  about 
$35,000,000. 

2.  Its  freight  railroad  will  injure  property  on  the 
water  front  at  Orient  Heights,  which  purchasers 
bought  and  developed  to  the  extent  of  about 
$500,000,  on  the  presumption  that  the  sea  would 
forever  wash  its  shores. 

3.  Its  freight  railroad  will  take  40,000  feet  of 
Wood  Island  Park,  the  recreation  ground  of 
70,000  people. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  the  Governor,  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  resolution  was  declared  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  have  appear  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  the  East  Boston  people  who  are 
interested  in  the  proposition.  I  would  like  to  have 
the  Executive  Committee  hear  them. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  paper  is  before 
the  Executive  Committee  and  the  committee  can 
hear  any  gentlemen  from  East  Boston  who  may 
wish  to  speak. 

The  resolution  stood  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 
On  motion  of   Coun.  McDONALD  the  Council 
refused    a    general    reconsideration    of    all    action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD,  at 
4.55  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  6,  at  three 
o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  6,  1912. 
Regular    meeting    of    the    City    Couneil,    held 
in   the    Council    Chamber;   City    Hall,    President 
ATTRIDGE    in  the  chair,  and   all   the   members 
present. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

The  Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Coun- 
cil, made  the  following  appointments: 

(1)  William  Van  Artsen  (45  Fields  street,  Ward 
19),  to  be  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery, 
Weigher  of  Beef,  and  Weigher  of  Coal,  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

(2)  Anton  S.  Beckert  (26  East  Brookline  .street, 
Ward  12), "a  Weigher  of  Coal  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1913. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


WARD   2   PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  G,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  reply  to  the  request  of  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee that  I  advise  you  of  the  status  of  the  Ward  2 
Playground  matter,  I  beg  to  say  that  my  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  various  petitions  for  a 
water  front  site,  and  to  the  resolutions  passed  at 
the  district  meeting  held  in  East  Boston  High 
School  on  the  evening  of  April  18. 

On  .lanuary  20,  1912,  the  Park  Commissioners 
advertised  in  the  City  Record,  inviting  proposals 
for  the  sale  to  the  city  of  suitable  land  for  a  play- 
ground in  Ward  2,  from  one-half  to  one  or  more 
acres  in  extent.  A  copy  of  this  advertisement  is 
appended  hereto.  Siibseciuently,  a  meeting  was 
held  in  the  old  Aldermanic  Chamber  March  22, 
1912,  at  which  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  were 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  present  their  views  on 
this  question. 

On  April  16,  1912,  the  Park  Commissioners 
reported  as  follows: 

"Ward  2  appropriation,  S50,000.  As  was 
explained  at  the  hearing  we  have  had  no  offers  of 
land  on  the  water  frontage,  nor  could  we  purchase 
any  of  the  neighborhood  ferries  for  anything  like 
$50,000.  At  the  hearing  nobody  .seemed  interested 
in  the  purchase  of  a  site  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Jeffries  Point,  and  everybody  seemed  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  site  opposite  the  municipal  building.  We 
have  studied  that  site  and  believe  that  to  be  the 
desirable  purchase^  all  as  per  Study  No.  7,  Modifica- 
tion B.,  assessed  valuation  $47,810  for  .54,427 
square  feet,  and  we  have  asked  the  Street  Com- 
missioners to  take  this  lot." 

It  appears  that  the  present  appropriation  of 
S50,000  is  inadequate  for  a  water  front  playground, 
and  that  the  commission  received  no  offers  of  land 
on  the  water  front.  No  e.stimates  have  been  fur- 
nished as  to  the  cost  of  such  a  playground,  but  the 
commission  reports  that  with  the  money  in  hand 
it  can  purchase  a  lot  which  it  considers  .suitable 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  municipal  building. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.^ld,  Mayor. 

(A  copy  of  the  advertisement  was  appended.) 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TAKING    DOWN    OF   BUILDINGS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The   Building  Commissioner  has  informed   me, 
iti  letters  dated  April  24,  April  30  and  May  3,  that 


certain  buildings  located  in  Wards  6,  10,  17,  20  and 
25  are  in  a  dilapidated  and  dangerous  condition  and 
should  be  taken  down.  The  owners  have  been 
notified  but  have  declined  to  take  action.  The 
form  of  procedure  prescribed  in  such  cases  seems  to 
be  complicated  and  not  entirely  free  from  doubt. 
According  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Corporation 
Cotmsel,  whose  letter  dated  April  29  is  appended 
hereto,  the  first  step  is  a  hearing  before  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Council,  of  which  a  notice  in  writing 
has  been  sent  to  the  owners  of  the  buildings. 

I  respectfully  request  your  honorable  body  to 
name  an  hour  at  "which  it  will  be  convenient  for 
you  to  sit  with  me  upon  this  important  ciuestion. 
There  will  be  no  objection  on  my  part  to  your 
making  the  hearing  a  part  of  one  of  your  regular 
meetings.  I  judge  from  the  urgency  of  the  cases 
cited  by  the  Building  Commissioner  that  the 
interests  of  the  city  require  immediate  action. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgek.^ld,  Mayor. 

City  of  Bo.ston, 
I;aw  Department,  April  29,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  to  you  herewith  recent  letter 
of  the  Building  Commissioner  to  your  Honor 
reporting  that  certain  buildings  specified  in  his 
letter  are  burnt,  dilapidated  and  dangerous. 

If  action  is  to  be  taken  by  the  city  a  notice  in 
writing  should  be  sent  to  the  owner  of  these  burnt, 
dilapidated  and  dangerous  buildings,  stating  that 
a  hearing  will  be  granted  before  your  Honor  and 
the  City  Council  to  determine  why  these  buildings 
should  not  be  adjudged  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the 
neighborhood  and  dangerous.  After  hearing,  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council  may  make  and  record 
an  order  prescribing  the  disposition,  alteration  or 
regulation  of  the  building.  Thereupon  the  City 
Clerk  has  service  made  upon  the  owner  in  hand 
by  a  constable  who  is  to  make  a  return  of  what  he 
does  to  the  clerk.  A  right  of  appeal  from  the  order 
is  granted  the  owner  if  he  applies  to  the  Superior 
Court  within  three  days. 

I  understand  that  this  procedure  has  not  been 
invoked  by  the  city  for  many  years  so  that  there 
is  no  case  establishing  as  a  precedent  its  effective- 
ness. I  should  assume  that  in  case  the  owner 
took  no  appeal  within  three  days  after  the  service 
upon  him  of  the  order  it  would  be  safe  for  the  city, 
if  such  action  was  deemed  wise,  to  curry  out  its 
order  and  to  charge  all  expenses  incurred  in  so 
doing  to  the  owner  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  09  of  chapter  75,  Revised  Laws. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  City  Clerk 
for  his  guidance,  as  it  is  important  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  in  regard  to  service  be  strictly 
adhered  to. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  J.  Cohbett, 

Corporation  Counsel. 


City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  April  24,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — Notice  has  been  served  by  constable  on 
owners  of  several  buildings  found  to  be  in  a  dilapi- 
dated condition;  several  of  such  buildings  have 
been  repaired  or  removed  in  consequence  of  the 
notice.  There  are,  however,  many  still  remain- 
ing upon  which  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the 
owners,  and  I  refer  these  to  you  for  such  action  as 
seems  to  you  desirable  under  provisions  of  sections 
1  to  5  of  chapter  101,  and  .sections  67  to  69  of 
chapter  75  of  the  Revised  Laws. 

A  copy  of  the  form  of  notice  is  inclosed  and  the 
cases  referred  to  are  as  follows: 

No.  48  Yeoman  street.  Ward  17,  owner,  Arthur 
F.  Means,  South  Duxbury,  Mass.;  notice  served 
December  10,  1911;  second  inspection  of  premises 
April  20,  1912. 

Nos.  4  and  6  Adams  street.  Ward  25,  owner, 
Abby  A.  Monto,  165  Everett  street,  Brighton; 
notice  served  October  20,  1911;  second  inspection 
April  17,  1912. 

Norway  street,  between  Massachusetts  avenue 
and  Bicker.staff  street,  Ward  10,  owners,  John  F. 
and  Eliza  A.  Moore,  Wain  street,  Boston;  notice 
served  April  2,  1912;  second  inspection  April  11, 
1912. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 
Building  Commissioner. 
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City  of  Boston, 
BuiUliiiK  Department,  April  30,  1912. 
Hon.  ,Iolin  F.  Fitzgcrnla, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — In  addition  to  tlic  list  of  dilapidated  build- 
ings referred  to  you  on  April  24,  tlie  following  two 
arc  submitted  under  the  same  conditions: 

210-21S  rear  Hanover  street.  Ward  6,  owner, 
Elizabeth  J.  Doyle,  1247  Beacon  street;  notice 
served  October  5,  1911;  second  inspection  April  24, 
1912. 

300  rear  North  Beacon  street.  Ward  25,  owner, 
George  W.  HoUis  heirs,  care  of  .F.  W.  Hollis,  24J 
North  street;  notice  served  September  29,  1911; 
second  inspection  April  12,  1912. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 

Building  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  May  3,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — In    addition    to    the     list    of    dilapidated 
buildings  referred  to  you  on  April  24,  the  following 
is  submitted  under  the  same  circumstances: 

10.5   Lawrence   avenue,  Ward  20,  owner,  A.   C. 
Chisholm,  214  Dudley  street;  notice  sent  .Septem- 
ber 29,  1911;  second  inspection  May  2,  1912. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 

Building  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPAIR   WORK   ON   BRIDGES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  an  estimate  for  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  transmitted  to  .your  honorable  body,  there 
was  included  an  item  of  .$141,000  for  "necessary 
repair  work  on  bridges."  This  item  was  not 
allowed  by  me  as  I  felt  that  further  particulars 
should  be  given.  The  appended  communication 
from  the  Division  Engineer  of  the  Bridge  and  Ferry 
Division,  which  is  indorsed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  specifies  six  bridges  upon  which 
particular  repairs  are  needed,  and  gives  an  itemized 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  these  repairs.  I  believe  that 
this  work  is  urgent  and  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  tax  order  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $100,000  for  maintenance  repair  work  on  bridges. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  for  Bridge  Repairs,  and  that  the 
said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls 
and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  29,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor:- 

In  accordance  with  the  attached  letter  of  Divi- 
sion  Engineer   Fay,    I   would   recommend  that   a 
special  appropriation  of  $100,000  be  requested  for 
maintenance  repair  work  on  bridges. 
Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge  and  Ferrj'  Division, 

April  29,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Pviblic  Works: 
Dear  Sir, — I   recommend  that  a  special   appro- 
priation of  one  hundred  thousand  (100,000)  dollars 
be    requested    for    maintenance    repair    work    on 
bridges. 

I  forward  herewith  a  list  of  six  (6)  bridges  on 
which  repairs  estimated  to  cost  this  amount  are 
urgently  needed. 

In  connection  with  the  work  on  L  Street  Bridge, 
I  would  say  that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  is  about  to  spend  a  very  large  sum  to 
strengthen  this  bridge  for  street  car  travel  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  extension  of  its 
tracks    to    South    Boston.      No    extensive    repairs 


liave  been  made  to  this  bridge  since  it  was  built 
twenty  years  ai;o,  although  such  repairs  are  now 
necessary.  By  taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
of  repairing  portions  of  the  bridge  used  exclusivel.v 
by  highway  traffic  at  the  same  time  the  street 
railwa.N-  company  strrengthens  that  portion  to  be 
occupied  by  car  tracks,  the  city  will  save  a  large 
sum  over  the  cost  of  repairs  made  at  a  later  date. 
RespectfuU.v  yours, 

Frederic  H.  F.\y, 

Division  Engineer. 

Appropriations  for  Bridge  Maintenance. 
Charlestown  Bridge: 

Cleaning,  sand  blasting  and  painting 
steel  work  of  all  fixed  spans,  repair- 
ing railings,  resurfacing  sidewalks 
on  easterly  side  of  bridge,  repairing 
draw  machinery  and  minor  repairs .  .  S19,000 
Cottage  Street  Footbridge: 

Extensive  repairs  on  account  of  serious 
damage    to    bridge    by    ice    during 

winter  of  1912 7,000 

Dorchester    Avenue    Bridge,    over  Fort 

Point  Channel: 

Repairing^   track    stringers    of    draw 

foundation,    replanking    draw    pits 

and  wharf  and  repairing  machinery 

and  roadway  gates 7,000 

L  Street  Bridge: 

Repairs  to  track  stringers  of  draw, 
replanking  draw  pit,  repairing 
fender  guards,  installation  of  electric 
equipment  for  draw,  renewal  of 
roadway  planking,  some  stringers 
and    piles    and    waterproofing    and 

repaving  roadway 27,000 

Harvard  Bridge: 

Renewal  of  flooring  and  roadwaj'  pav- 
ing of  fixed  spans  and  strengthening 

bridge 35,000 

Northern  Avenue  Bridge: 

In.stalIation  of  additional  air  com- 
pressor, made  necessary  owing  to 
increase  in  water  traffic  at  this 
bridge 5,000 


Total 8100,000 

April  29,  1912. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ADDITIONAL   BUILDING    INSPECTORS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  i\Iay  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

As  the  result  of  the  collapse  of  a  building  at  the 
corner  of  Hanover  and  Battery  streets,  on  October 
10,  1911,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  three  men, 
an  investigation  was  instituted  by  the  Finance 
Commission,  at  my  request,  into  the  Building 
Department.  A  partial  report  was  made  Novem- 
ber 1,  1911,  in  which  it  appeared  that  the  district 
covered  by  the  inspector  who  had  charge  of  this 
particular  building  included  about  150  buildings, 
which  were  in  process  of  construction  at  the  time. 
The  commission  hold  that  this  was  more  work  than 
one  man  could  properly  do,  and  recommended  that 
after  the  preparation  and  establishment  of  a  sched- 
ule of  fees  for  permits  "additional  inspectors  should 
then  be  appointed  if  deemed  necessary  by  the 
Building  Commissioner  and  the  iVIayor." 

Tile  recommendations  of  the  commission  as  to  a 
system  of  building  fees  have  been  carried  out,  and 
the  commission,  under  date  of  April  11,  1912, 
reports  tliat  it  "has  examined  this  schedule  and 
believes  the  fees  are  reasonable." 

In  the  letter  which  accompanied  his  estimates  for 
the  fiscal  year  1912-1913,  the  Building  Commis- 
sioner reported  as  follows:  "The  city  is  now 
divided  into  fourteen  districts  for  building  inspect- 
ors. The  lowest  number  of  building  operations 
in  any  district  is  eighty-five,  and  the  greatest  num- 
ber 210,  the  number  of  buildings  in  each  district 
being  more  than  any  inspector  can  give  as  close 
attention  to  as  should  be  given." 

The  commissioner  proposed,  therefore,  to  divide 
the  city  into  twenty  districts,  including  Ward  26, 
and  to  rearrange  the  districts  so  that  inspectors 
may  work  in  conjunction  with  one  another.  In 
order  to  carry  out  this  plan  he  asked  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $136,205.  The  amount  granted  to  him 
was  $126,200,  and  this  amount  in  the  opinion  of 
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the  Finance  Commission,  expressed  in  its  letter  of 
April  11,  "will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary 
needs  of  the  department,  and  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  additional  inspectors  required."  In  a  letter 
dated  May  3,  1912,  which  is  appended  hereto,  the 
commissioner  states  that  the  appropriation  allowed 
him  "is  suffit^ient  to  enable  the  employment  of 
three  [additional]  inspectors  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year."  This  is  on  the  assumption  that  certain 
increases  in  salaries,  amounting  to  .$1,000,  are 
allowed,  and  that  an  additional  clerk  is  employed 
at  a  salary  of  $800.  The  disapproval  of  these 
increases  and  of  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
clerk  would  make  it  possible  to  appoint  four  addi- 
tional inspectors  instead  of  three. 

The  commissioner  also  calls  attention  to  the 
provisions  of  .section  1,  chapter  550,  of  the  Acts  of 
1907,  which  states  that  "the  commissioner  may, 
witli  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  appoint  such 
number  of  inspectors,  employees  and  assistants  as 
the  City  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  deter- 
mine," and  to  chapter  8  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1898,  which  fixes  the  number  of  building  inspect- 
ors at  twenty-four.  He  recommends  that  in 
view  of  the  probability  of  future  growth  in  this 
branch  of  his  department  the  number  be  placed 
at  not  less  than  thirty,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  is  a  reasonable  number. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  amendment  to  the  ordinances, 
which  provides  that  the  Building  Commissioner 
may  appoint  not  exceeding  thirty  building  inspect- 
ors for  duty  in  his  department. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  May  3,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — Before  presenting  for  your  approval  any 
additions  to  the  salaries  or  number  of  employees 
in  this  department,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  your 
desire  in  the  matter  as  I  have  no  intimation  of 
your  wishes  in  placing  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation at  $120,200,  about  ten  thousand  dollars 
less  than  the  amount  estimated  by  nie  upon  the 
basis  of  number  of  employees  and  salaries  as  shown 
by  my  estimate. 

The  salaries  paid  annually  upon  the  basis  of  the 
present  force  amounts  to  $110,550.  If  an  allowance 
of  $9,500  is  made  for  expen.ses,  the  total  annual 
expense  for  this  year  will  be  $120,050,  leaving 
$0,1.50  of  the  appropriation. 

The  increases  in  salaries  recommended  amount 
to  $1,000  and  the  addition  of  one  clerk,  as  recom- 
mended, at  a  salary  of  $800  leaves  a  balance  of 
$4,350,  which  is  sufficient  to  enable  the  employ- 
ment of  three  inspectors  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  provision  of 
section  1,  chapter  5.50,  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  to  wit:  — 
"The  Commissioner  may,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  appoint  such  number  of  inspectors,  em- 
ployees, and  as.sistants  as  the  City  Council  shall 
from  time  to  time  determine,"  and  to  chapter  8, 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1898,  which  provides  in  part 
as  follows:  "and  may  appoint  not  exceeding 
twenty-four  building  inspectors  for  duty  in  his 
departm<mt."  The  City  Council  has  not,  since 
the  passage  of  the  above  ordinance,  increased  the 
number  permitted  to  be  appointed  and  it  will  be 
neces.sary  for  them  to  take  action  to  enable  the 
department  to  increase  the  number  of  building 
inspectors.  I  would  recommend  that  the  number 
be  placed  at  not  less  than  thirty. 

The  following  is  a  statement  showing  in  other 
form  the  figures  I  have  given  above: 

Appropriation $126,200 

Salaries  on  present  basis $110,550 

Expenses  for  year  estimated.        9,500      120,050 

Amount    remaining    for   additions    and 

increases $0,150 

Increases  in  salaries  as  recom- 
mended   $1,000 

Addition  of  one  cleric 800 

Three  inspectors  at  $1,600  for 

remaining  nine  months 3, GOO 

Remaining 750 

$0,1.50 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 
Building  Commissioner. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  29,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — You  ask  my  opinion  concerning  the 
meaning  of  the  term  "building  inspector"  and  the 
total  number  thereof  which  may  be  legally  em- 
ployed by  the  Building  Department  under  the 
statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  ordinances 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Under  such  statutes  and  ordinances  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  term  "building  inspector"  is  to 
be  defined  as  an  inspector  whose  duties  relate  to 
the  erection  and  alteration  of  buildings  under  the 
building  laws  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  number 
of  building  inspectors  is  limited  to  twenty-four  by 
chapter  8  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1898,  and 
is  the  present  number  so  rated  and  employed  in  the 
Building  Department. 

I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  fact  that 
plumbing  and  gas  fitting  iuspechors  in  the  divisions 
of  the  Building  Department  which  have  such  mat- 
ters in  charge  have  been  appointed  under  other 
statutes  than  that  of  chapter  550  of  the  Acts  of 
1907, — the  building  law,  so  called, — and  irrespective 
of  chapter  8  of  the  Ordinances  above  mentioned. 
See  Acts  1894,  chapter  455;  1909,  chapter  536,  as  to 
plumbing  inspectors;  Acts  1897,  chapter  265; 
1907,  chapter  550,  section  10,  paragraph  2,  as  to 
gas  fitting  inspectors. 

By  chapter  550  of  the  Acts  of  1907  the  present 
officers  and  employees  of  the  Building  Department 
are  continued  in  their  respective  offices  or  posi- 
tions. There  were  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
this  act  substantially  the  total  number  of  Inspect;- 
ors  as  at  present,  rated,  according  to  various  classi- 
fications, as  building,  plumbing,  gas  fitting  and 
elevator  inspectors.  It  therefore  appears  that 
there  may  be  as  now  prescribed  by  ordinance 
twenty-four  building  inspectors  as  distinguished 
from  the  other  clas.ses  of  inspectors. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  J.  Corbett, 
Corporation  Counsel. 


An  Ordinance  Amending  Chapter  8  of  the  Revised 

Ordinances  of  1898. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1  of  chapter  8  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1898  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "twenty-four"  in  line  11,  page  29,  of  the 
sixth  edition,  and  substituting  therefor  the  word 
"thirty,"  .so  as  to  read:  "anci  may  appoint  not 
exceeding  thirty  building  inspectors  for  duty  in 
his  department." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


MONEY  FOR  IDEAL  HOMES  EXHIBIT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
April  29,  1912,  an  order  was  passed  transferring 
the  sum  of  $100  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  an 
exhibit  to  be  given  by  the  city  in  the  Boston  Ideal 
Homes  Exposition  at  Mechanics  Building  May 
9  to  18,  1912.  It  appears  that  this  sum  is  only 
sufficient  to  rent  the  necessary  space.  The  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  estimates  that  $125 
additional  will  be  recjuired  for  partitions  and  the 
preparation  and  hanging  of  the  exhibit*. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order,   transferring  the   sum   of  $125 
additional  from  the   Reserve  Fund  to  the  appro- 
p  iation  for  Boston  Ideal  Homes  Exposition. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.   Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  ($125)  additional 
from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Boston  Ideal  Homes  Exposition, 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


ENTKUTAINMENT   OF    POSTAL   CLERKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Offipc  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  United  National  Association  of  Postoffice 
Clerks  is  to  liold  its  annual  convention  in  Boston 
September  2  to  6,  inclusive.  It  is  expected  that 
about  1,500  delegates  and  their  friends  will  visit 
the  city  at  that  time.  It  is  the  first  convention 
of  the  association  which  has  been  held  in  Boston 
for  nineteen  years,  and  I  believe  the  city  should" 
extend  proper  courtesies  to  these  delegates,  who 
represent  a  branch  of  the  federal  government 
unsurpassed  in  its  usefulness  and  its  intimate, 
personal  relation  to  the  great  body  of  citizens. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  the  sum  of  .15500 
from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Mayor,  Office  Expenses,  etc., 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  United  National 
Association  of  Postoffice  Clerks. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  ($500)  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor, 
Office  Expenses,  etc. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TARGET  PRACTICE  FOR  TROOPS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  accompanied 
by  an  order  which  authorizes  him  to  furnish  the 
necessary  facilities  fo__r  target  practice  for  the 
troops  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia 
stationed  in  Boston  during  the  present  season, 
and  recommend  that  this  order  be  passed. 
Yours  respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  May  3,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir,— Section  130  of  the  Acts  of  1908 
specifies,  in  part,  that  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
shall  provide  the  necessary  facilities  for  target 
practice  for  the  militia  stationed  within  the  city's 
limits  and  as  the  usual  season  for  such  target 
practice  begins  about  May  1,  I  submit  herewith 
an  order,  covering  the  same,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  City  Council. 

It  has  been  customary  to  present  a  like  order 
each  year  to  the  City  Council.  This  total  amount 
of  $5,000  is  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  of 
this  department  as  already  made. 

Yours  respectfully, 
M.  J.  Fish, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  hereby  authorized  to  furnish  the 
necessary  facilities  for  target  practice  for  the 
troops  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia 
stationed  in  Boston  during  the  present  season, 
on  the  approval  of  their  respective  commanding 
officers,  not  exceeding  the  following  amounts  to 
each  organization: 

To  the  Corps  Coast  Artillery $1,015  00 

To  the  Ninth  Regiment 1,160  00 

To  the  First  Corps  Cadets ,.  .  .  655  00 

To  the  First  Battalion  Cavalry 495  00 

To  the  Naval  Brigade 640  00 

To  the  Fifth  Regiment 520  00 

To  the  Sixth  Regiment »100  00 

To  the  Fir.st  Brigade 10  00 

To  the  Second  Brigade 10  00 

To  the  Signal  Company 160  00 

To  the  Staff  Commander-in-Chief  and 

Staff  Department 175  00 

$5,000  00 


The  same  to  be   charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Public  Buildings  Department. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BALL  GROUNDS,   COMMON. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  in  response  to 
a  request  contained  in  your  order  of  April  22,  that 
he  permit  ball  games  and  other  forms  of  amuse- 
ment on  the  parade  ground  of  the  Common.  As 
the  order  is  merely  a  request  and  has  no  binding 
force  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  expected  to  veto  it 
formally.  The  matter  is  purely  one  of  administra- 
tion and  I  would  suggest  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Grounds  be  called  before  the  Council 
at  its  next  ^  meeting  in  order  that  the  members 
may  hear  his  views  and  if  possible  come  to  some 
satisfactory  agreement. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Grounds  Department, 

April  27,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — rin  regard  to  the  inclosed  order  from 
the  City  Council,  dated  April  22,  1912: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  be  requested  to  permit  ball  games  and 
other  forms  of  amusement  on  the  parade  ground 
on  the  Common,  in  view  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  regular  playground." 

I  have  to  say  that  quite  a  strong  opposition  has 
developed  against  the  fulfillment  of  this  order 
from  many  prominent  people  and  I  would  suggest 
the  advisability  of  considering  this  opposition  and 
of  giving  a  hearing  to  the  remonstrants. 

Annong  those  who  have  expressed  their  adverse 
sentiments  are:  Doctors  J.  Collins  Warren,  Bragg 
and  Page,  and  I  have  learned  from  others,  also, 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  offer  their  objections 
to  the  Mayor's  office. 

Very  truly  yours, 

D.  H.  Sullivan. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   TO   ART   DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
April  16,  1912,  I  recommended  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Art  Department  be  increased  by  the 
sura  of  $485.  I  find  that  the  most  convenient 
way  of  effecting  this  increase  is  by  means  of  an 
order  transferring  the  above-mentioned  sum  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Art  Department.  I  recommend,  therefore,  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order  effecting  this 
transfer. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.\ld,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  ($485)  from  the 
appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Art  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LOAN   FOR   SEWERAGE   WORKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  my  messages,  presented  to  your  honorable 
body  at  its  meetings  of  February  26  and  April  1, 
1912,  I  recommended  the  passage  of  sewer  loans 
amounting  to  .1t450,000.  The  City  Council  has 
actually  appropriated  the  sum  of  $325,000,  of 
which  $175,000  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  South 
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End  district.  According  to  the  estimates  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  at  least  $850,000 
is  re<|iiired  for  the  different  sections  of  the  city, 
and  the  amounts  appropriated  by  your  honorable 
body  will  be  quite  inadequate  to  serve  the  needs 
of  the  citizens.  I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order,  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $200,000  for  sewerage  works. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  chapter  204  of  the 
Acts  of  1908,  the  additional  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  (.$200,000)  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the  con- 
struction of  sewerage  works,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  6,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I   transmit  herewith  letter  from  Engineer  Dorr, 
covering  the  sewerage  works  situation. 
This  letter  has  my  approval. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  3,  1912. 
The  City  Council  has  authorized  loans  to  the 
extent  of  $325,000  in  the  .sewerage  works  district, 
that  is,  all  the  city  outside  the  Charles  River  area. 
One  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
of  this  is  specifically  for  the  beginning  of  the  work 
of  relief  of  the  sewer  system  in  the  South  End. 
That  leaves  $150,000  for  general  purposes  in  the 
sewerage  worlvs  district  outside  the  South  End. 
When  tile  request  was  made  for  the  passage  of  the 
Sewerage  Works  Loan  the  balance  of  this  appro- 
priation was  sufficient  to  meet  all  obligations  on 
account  of  contracts  then  in  force  and  chargeable 
to  the  same;  but  during  tlie  interim  of  the  reciuest 
and  the  passage  of  the  order  this  balance  was 
reduced  by  the  sum  required  to  maintain  the  day 
labor  force  employed  on  sewerage  works  and  to 
satisfy  an  execution  of  court  to  the  amount  of 
$35,000  in  favor  of  the  Sturtevant  heirs;  so  that 
on  May  1,  1912,  after  the  passage  of  the  order,  the 
actual  balance  remaining  in  this  appropriation 
was  $120,325.08,  of  which  sum  approximately 
$.50,000  will  be  required  to  meet  obligations  on 
account  of  work  at  the  pumping  station.  This 
leaves  approximately  a  balance  of  $75,000  available 
for  work  in  progress  at  the  present  time.  There 
is  certain  work  which  must  be  done  whatever 
other  work  is  neglected,  to  wit,  the  following: 

New  roof,  boiler  house,  pipingretc $5,000 

Sewer   system   for   the   fi.sh  pier,    South 

Boston  (promised  by  the  Mayor) 31,000 

Saratoga  .street  culvert.  East  Boston 
(promised    by    the    Commissioner    of 

Public  Works) 13,750 

"393"  streets  ordered  constructed 15,048 

Southampton  street,  to  complete 17,000 

Mattapan  brook  and  sewer,  to  Norfolk 

street,  to  complete 3,000 

Washington  street,  from  Blue  Hill  avenue 
to  Columbia  road,  on  account  of  wood 
block  paving 8,000 


$92,798 


For    which    the    amount    available,    as    above,    is 
$75,000  —  a  deficit  of  approximately  $17,000. 

Now,  therefore,  without  more  funds  the  depart- 
ment will  be  entirely  unable  to  satisfy  work 
petitioned  for  and  to  bo  petitioned  for  during  the 
year,  or  to  rebuild  any  of  the  old  sewers,  which  I 
know  to  be  in  precarious  condition  and  may 
collapse  at  any  time.  Petitions  are  already  in 
which  aggregate  .$93,000,  and,  of  course,  will  come 
in  during  the  remainder  of  the  year;  so  that  a 
further  allowance  should  be  made  for  petitions  yet 
to  come  in.     The  list  of  old  and  defective  wooden 


and  brick  sewers  which  should  be  rebuilt  without 
further  delay  aggregates  $130,000. 

If  the  department  cannot  satisfy  the  petitions 
of  citizens  for  sewer  facilities  it  fails  to  perform  an 
important  public  service  and  checks  development 
of  property  and  increase  of  taxable  valuation. 

If  it  fails  to  rebuild  these  old  sewers  which  are 
known  to  be  in  danger  of  falling  in  and  stopping 
up  at  any  time,  it  incurs  the  risk  of  paying  damages 
greater  than  the  cost  of  rebuilding  the  sewer  and 
then  having  the  sewers  to  rebuild  in  addition. 
Certainly  this  is  in  no  sense  good  business,  nor  do 
I  believe  the  city  to  be  so  poor  that  it  should  be 
forced  into  the.se  alternatives. 

If  now  money  enough  be  provided  to  meet  the 
petitions,  rebuild  the  defective  sewers,  and  no 
more,  the  following  list  of  important  work  will 
have  to  be  postponed  for  another  year,  which 
would  mark  a  distinct  failure  of  this  administra- 
tion in  municipal  service. 

Extension  of  Kemp  street  outlet.  South 
Boston.  Petitioned  for  by  the  Board 
of  Health $12,000 

Davenport  brook  culvert.  Petitioned 
for  by  the  Board  of  Health  and  by 
James  J.  O'Brien,  M.  D.,  and  forty- 
three  others 113,000 

Neponset  Playground  brook  culvert. 
Petitioned  for  by  the  Park  Depart- 
ment   ., 20,000 

Auckland  street  surface  drain  and  Dor- 
chester avenue  sewer 54,000 

Dorchester    brook    sewer — one    season's 

work 50,000 

Coleman  street  brook  conduit 18,000 

Moon  Island  gates 8,000 

$275,000 


The  Kemp  street  outlet  should  be  extended  as 
far  as  the  filling  of  the  Strandway,  and  the  nuisance 
at  this  spot  should  be  abated,  as  anyone  can  con- 
vince himself  by  simply  visiting  the  locality.  The 
Board  of  Health  has  called  upon  this  department 
to  abate  the  nuisance. 

The   Davenport   brook  culvert   needs  improve- 
ment   throughout    its    length,  .both    for    sanitary 
reasons  and  to  stimulate  the  development  of  the 
territory.    This  has  also  been  called  to  the  depart-  \ 
ment's  attention  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

"The  open  water  course  across  the  Neponset 
Playground  is  an  undeniable  nuisance. 

The  Auckland  street  surface  drain  and  Dor- 
chester avenue  sewer  are  for  the  relief  from  un- 
sanitary conditions  of  the  region  around  Dor- 
chester avenue.  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Pearl  and 
Thornley  streets. 

On  the  Dorchester  broolc  sewer  floodings  and 
unsanitary  conditions  have  existed  for  many  years. 
The  cost  of  this  job  is  large,  over  $200,000,  but 
some  work  should  be  done  each  year  and  a  begin- 
ning should  be  made  the  present  year.  I  have 
called  for  $50,000,  and  I  maintain  this  is  the  least 
that  should  be  done  on  this  project. 

Coleman  street.  Draper  court,  etc.  Conditions 
of  flooding  at  every  heavy  rain  have  existed  here 
for  a  long  time,  and  this  Coleman  street  brook 
conduit  should  no  longer  be  delayed. 

The  necessity  for  any  of  these  items  can  be 
easily  verified  by  a  visit  to  the  locality  and  a  few 
observations  and  inquiries. 

Moon  Island  gates.  About  half  the  number  of 
the  old  gates  have  been  replaced  and  the  $8,000 
asked  for  is  to  complete  this  job. 

There  should  be  granted  at  least  $100,000  for 
the  petitions  on  file  and  to  come  in  during  the 
year,  .$1.50,000  for  the  rebuilding  of  old  sewers,  and 
a.s  much  more  as  the  City  Council  sees  fit  to  pro- 
vide for  the  important  list  of  projects  named 
above,  aggregating  $275,000;  and  this  matter 
should  be  settled  in  the  immediate  future  so  that 
the  work  of  the  department  can  be  laid  out  and 
contracts  let  now  during  good  weather,  when 
reasonable  prices  can  be  obtained. 

Appended  are  lists  of  the  work  mentioned  above: 

Frankfort  .street,  Ea.st  Boston,  "393". . .  $800 

Gove  street.  East  Boston,  "393" 1,()00 

Nazing  street,  Roxbury,  "393" 482 

Hallet  street,  Dorchester,  "393" 8,586 

Rosseter   .street,    Mallon   road   and   Mt. 

Bowdoin  terrace,  Dorchester  "393"..  3,580 


$15,048 
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Petitions. 

Montmorcnci  avenue,  East  Boston $10,000 

Sariitogiv  street,  between  Uoardmnn  and 

Trumhiill  streets (>,000 

Norfolk  street,  Dorchester 1,011 

Preston  ami  Kreeport  streets,  Dorpjiester,  !S,541 

lOverdeaii  street,  Dorchester 1,719 

Halliorn  street 2,398 

Outlet    for    Halborn    street,    Mattapan 

brook  culvert  to  Halborn  street 27,000 

Uiehmond  road  and  otitlet,  Dorchester.  .  7,442 

Oakland  street,  Dorchester 3,210 

Haven  avenue,  Dorchester 678 

Harvest  street  (Roger  Clap  School) ....  4,000 

Hyde  Park  sewers 20,750 


$93,6.5.5 


Old  Sewer  Rebuilding. 

East  Boston. 
Border  street $18,740 

Roxbury. 
Winslow  street 3,800 

Total  for  East  Boston  and  Roxbury .  .       $22,540 

City  Proper. 

Oswego  street  (a  new  break  last  week) . .         $6,000 

Harrison    avenue,    between    Beach    and 

Essex  streets 5,550 

North  street,  between  Blackstone  street 

and  Merchants  row 2,247 

Nashua  street 7,400 

Beach  street,  between  Atlantic  and  Har- 
rison avenues 40,960 

Fulton   street,   between   Richmond   and 

Lewis  streets 3,960 

Richmond   street,   between   Fulton   and 

North  streets 5,290 

Leverett    street,    between    Charles    and 

Brighton  streets 8,190 

Friend  street,  between  Market  and  Sud- 
bury streets 2,400 

Merrimac  street,  between  Portland  and 

Market  streets 2,400 

Sudbury     street,     between     Haymarket 

square  and  Portland  street 8,100 

Blackstone   street,   between   Haymarket 

square  and  Hanover  street 11,900 

Albany  street,  between  Beach  and  Knee- 
land  streets 4,600 

Total  for  city  proper $108,997 

Total  for  East  Boston  and  Roxbury,        22,540 

Grand  total,  old  sewer  rebuilding.  .     $131,537 

Respectfully, 
»  E.  S.  Dorr, 

Chief  Engineer  Sewer  Service. 
Approved : 

T.  A.  McInnes, 
Division  Engineer  Sewer  and  Water  Division. 
Approved : 

L.  K.  Roubke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  1,  viz. : 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  29,  viz.:  Fred  T.  Jackson,  William  B. 
Harlow,  Robert  B.  Harlow,  George  V.  McDougald, 
Charles  J.  McDougald  and  Charlotte  R.  Packard, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Coal;  and  Solomon  Sutker  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number  of 
votes  cast  5,  yeas  5,  and  the  several  appointments 
were  confirmed.  » 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  named,  viz. : 


Claims. 

Catherine  C.  Lapsley,  to  be  paid  for  injuries 
caused  by  fall  into  a  cellar  at  corner  of  Harvard 
avenue  and  Cambridge  street.  Ward  25. 

Michael  Sweeney,  for  compensation  for  time  lo.st 
on  account  of  injuries  received  while  employed  in 
the  Public  Works  Department. 

H.  P.  Hood  &  .Son,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  a  team  by  colli.sion  with  a  hose  w.agon. 

Jo.seph  Baud,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
horse  caused  by  a  defeat  in  Washington  street, 
Dorchester. 

Willard  Welsh  et  al.,  offering  to  surrender 
alleged  invalid  tax  deeds. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  various  locations,   viz.: 

Eli  Pearlstein,  62  Merrimac  street,  Ward  8. 

Harry  Levine,  166  Pleasant  street.  Ward  10. 

Kirkwood  Brothers,  23  Elm  street,  Ward  6. 

Berkman  &  Wilensky,  64  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 

Sam  Segal,  388  Hanover  street.  Ward  6. 

Isaac  Levine,  223  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 

Alfonso  Rogers,  3  Prince  street.  Ward  6. 

Edward  A.  Grout  &  Co.,  Ill  Summer  street. 
Ward  7. 

Greater  Boston  Loan  Company,  47  Pleasant 
street.  Ward  7. 

A.  S.  Morse  Company,  43-45  High  street, 
Ward  7. 

Jacob  Simmons,  102  Harrison  avenue,  Ward  7. 

Simon  Miller,  60  Harvard  street,  Ward  6. 

Rubin  &  Sneider,  .  54-58  Shawmut  avenue. 
Ward  7. 

Petition  of  Charles  N.  Snow  for  permit  for 
children  under  15  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Central 
Congregational  Church  on  May  1. 

Petition  of  Harvard  Gun  Club  and  Harvard 
Rifle  and  Pistol  Club  for  permission  to  use  portion 
of  Soldiers  Field  for  target  practice  and  trap 
shooting. 


COAL   AND   COKE    LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  following  constables'  bonds,  having  been 
duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  re- 
ceived: 

Raffaele  Camelio,  Daniel  B.  Carmody,  Waldo  H. 
Chandler,  Julian  Codman,  William  S.  Cosgrove, 
Henry  W.  Cowles,  Dominic  Dineen,  Robert  J. 
Dooley,  William  L.  Drohan,  Harris  Friedberg, 
Thomas  F.  Holden,  Ascher  E.  Horowitz,  Parker  N . 
Jenlcins,  Bavil  S.  Kenerson,  Gusteen  I.  Kenerson, 
Morris  F.  Lewenberg,  Antonio  Longarini,  James  E. 
Norton,  .lames  O'Connor,  St.  Clare  H.  Richardson, 
Nathaniel  G.  Robinson,  Almerindo  Sarno,  Thomas 
H.  Staples,  Frank  J.  Sullivan,  William  H.  Swift, 
William  H.  Travers,  John  J.  Walsh,  Harry  A. 
Webber. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  hereinafter  named 
persons  that  certain  locations  were  occupied  by 
them  for  the  storage  of  explosives,  and  of  intention 
to  use  said  locations  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Frank  J.  Gethro,  Marine  Park  boat  landing. 

The  White  Company,  341-343  Newbury  streci. 

Park  Square  Motor  Mart  Garage,  Tennyson 
street  side.  Park  square. 

William  G.  Seavey,  616  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Jennie  Manufacturing  Company,  8  India  street 
and  146  Milk  street. 

The  same  company.  First  street.  Ward  13. 

Kiley  Hardware  Compau^•,  247  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

James  H.  Corney,  M  and  Emerson  streets, 
South  Boston. 

Horace  E.  Goodrich,  73  Hano  street.  Ward  25. 

Perrin,  Seamans  &  Co.,  57  Oliver  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


MAY   6,    1912. 
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ORGANIZATION   OF   CITY    HOSPITAL 
TRUSTEES. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
clerk  of  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  of  organization 
of  said  trustees  by  the  election  of  Mr.  A.  Shuman 
as  president,  and  Joseph  P.  Manning  as  secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSOLIDATION    OF    PARK    AND    OTHER 
DEPARTMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mt- 
Hope  Citizens  Association  in  favor  of  consolidation 
of  the  Park,  Public  Grounds,  Bath  and  Music 
Departments. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor: 

William  I.  Calhoun,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

John  H.  Fitzpatrick,  Overseer  of  the  Poor, 

Miefiael  J.  Jordan,  Trustee  for  Children. 

John  B.  Martin,  Election  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Port  of  Boston  of  hearing  on  May  9,  on  petition  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  for  license 
to  build  structures  and  to  dredge  in  Boston  Harbor 
at  the  Reserve  Channel,  South  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  giving  the  cost  of  the 
construction  of  artificial  sidewalks  with  granite 
edgestones  along  both  sides  of  Spencer  street, 
between  Athelwold  street  and  Talbot  avenue, 
Ward  21,  and  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Order,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  foregoing 
schedule  be  and  tlie  same  are  hereby  assessed  the 
amounts  set  against  their  respective  names  as  their 
proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing 
artificial  stone  sidewallis  with  granite  edgestones 
in  front  of  their  several  estates  on  said  street,  and 
the  same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given 
to  the  parties  as  aforesaid,  the  cost  being  .52,301.16. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  thirteen  newsboys, 
two  bootblacks  and  two  vendors — recommending 
that  the  same  be  granted. 

Reports  siiverally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 


PURCHASE  OF  EVERETT  STREET 
PROPERTY,  BRIGHTON. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  2,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-three 
thousand  dollars  ($23,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Everett  street,  Brighton,  property,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  April  22  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  9. 

TRANSFER   OF   CITY   LAND. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
buisness.  No.  3,  viz.: 


3.  Whereas,  The  City  Council,  under  authority 
conferred  upon  it  by  chapter  428  of  the  Acts   of 

1887,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  course  of  and 
making  a  new  channel  for  .Stony  brook,  did  take 
by   an   order,   approved   by  the    Mayor   June   30, 

1888,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib. 
1829,  page  511,  from  Gottlieb  F.  Burkhardt 
heirs  a  certain  parcel  of  land  between  Tremont 
and  Gurney  streets  in  the  Roxbury  district, 
containing  3,194  square  feet,  more  or  less,  and 
from  Ruth  H.  Tomp.son  an  adjoining  parcel  of 
land,  containing  450  square  feet,  more  or  less, 
said  parcels  being  particularly  described  in  said 
order;  and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
having  charge  of  said  lands,  taken  as  aforesaid, 
has  notified  the  City  Council  that  in  his  opinion 
the  fee  in  said  parcels  of  land  t.aken  as  aforesaid 
from  said  Gottlieb  F.  Burkhardt  heirs  and  from 
said  Ruth  H.  Tompson  is  no  longer  required  for 
public  purposes,  provided,  however,  that  the 
city  shall  reserve  and  retain  the  right  to  use  said 
parcels  of  land  for  the  purpose  set  forth  in  said 
act,  and  particularly  the  right  to  maintain  the 
new  channel  authorized  by  said  act  within  said 
parcels  of  land,  and  to  repair  and  reconstruct 
said  channel  whenever  in  the  judgment  of  the 
'#  officer  having  charge  of  the  same  such  repair  or 
reconstruction  may  be  necessary  or  expedient, 
and  provided  further,  that  in  case  the  city  shall 
release  the  fee  in  said  parcels  the  grantee  named 
in  such  release,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  sliall  have  no  rigfit  to  place  or  main- 
tain any  structure  upon  or  over  said  parcels  of 
land,  except  such  as  may  be  authorized  in  writing 
by  the  Mayor;  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter 
25,  section  50,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  to  sell  and 
convey  said  parcels  of  land  taken  as  aforesaid 
from  Gottlieb  F.  Burkhardt  heirs  and  from  Ruth 
H.  Tompson,  for  a  sum  not  less  than  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  for  such  consideration  and  upon 
such  other  terms  as  he  may  consider  proper  to 
execute  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city  a  deed 
of  said  premises  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment and  containing  the  reservation  and  conditions 
above  set  forth. 

On  April  16  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  9. 


EASEMENT   RIGHTS,   STONY   BROOK. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished  busi- 
ness, No.  4,  viz.: 

4.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  two  orders 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed, 
respectively,  July  21,  1899,  and  November  7,  1899, 
acquired  easements  for  sewerage  purposes  in  two 
parcels  of  land,  now  or  formerly  belonging  to  John 
Carr  and  others,  trui5tees,  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
altering  the  course  of  and  making  a  new  covered 
channel  for  Stony  brook,  from  a  point  near  Boyl- 
ston  Station  to  a  point  on  Washington  street,  near 
the  Jamaica  Plain  Station  of  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad;  and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
of  said  city,  now  having  charge  of  said  easements 
has  notified  the  City  Council  that,  in  his  opinion, 
said  easements  are  no  longer  required  for  public 
purposes ; 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  25,  section  50,  of  the  Revised  Laws  of 
Massachusetts,  to  declare  the  sewerage  rights  and 
easements  so  taken,  to  be  abandoned,  said  declara- 
tion of  abandonment  to  be  made  for  a  nominal 
consideration;  said  parcels  of  land  being  described 
as  follows: 

One  parcel  bounded  southeast  by  the  taking  for 
said  Stony  brook  nuidc  imder  chapter  223  of  the 
Acts  of  the  year  1868,  forty-five  feet;  west  by 
other  land  of  Carr  and  others,  trustees,  twenty- 
eight  and  j'lfo  feet;  southwest  by  the  same,  .seventy- 
nine  and  iV„-  feet;  northwest  by  the  same  and  by 
land  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Company,  ninety-two  and  t'llo  feet;  northeast 
by  land  taken  from  unknown  owners,  twenty  feet; 
again  southeast  by  land  of  Carr  and  others,  trustees, 
sixty-eight  and  fi/o  feet;  and  again  northeast  by 
the  same  eighty-one  and  rVo  feet;  containing  four 
thousand  seventy-nine  square  feet,  more  or  less; 
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said  paifi'l  of  huul  bcinn  shown  on  a  plan  dcposilecl 
in  Iho  oliico  of  tlio  I'nhlio  Works ■  Dppaitment, 
Sower  SiM-vicc,  marked  "Stony  Urook,  West  Kox- 
bury,  Jnly  21,  1S99,  William  Jackson,  City  En- 
>;ineer,  K-367."  Another  parcel  of  land  bounded 
southeast  by  the  taking  tor  said  Stony  brook,  made 
under  chapter  223  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  year  1808,  thirty-three  and  j'sV  feet;  south- 
west by  other  land  taken  from  said  Carr  and 
others,  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the 
course  of,  and  making  a  new  and  covered  channel 
for  sajd  Stony  brook,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  July  21,  1899,  eighty-one 
and  /JV  feet;  northwest  by  the  same,  thirty-five 
feet  and  northeast  by  other  land  of  said  Carr  and 
others,  trustees,  and  of  Patrick  Mechan,  by  two 
measurements,  twenty-seven  and  /od  feet  and 
fifty-six  and  /jfo  feet;  containing  twenty-nine 
hundred  thirty-six  square  feet,  more  or  less,  as 
shown  on  a  plan  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  Sewer  Service,  marked  "City 
of  Boston,  Stony  Brook,  West  Roxbury,  October 
G,  1899,  William  Jackson,  City  Engineer,  K-366." 

On  April  16  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  9. 


CLOSING   OF   STREETS,  WORK   HORSE 
PARADE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Police  Commissioner  be  authorized  to  close  to 
travel  by  vehicles,  except  fire,  police,  mail  and 
hospital  wagons,  the  following  streets  for  the 
formation  and  parade  of  the  Boston  Work  Horse 
Parade  Association  on  May  30,  1912^  between  the 
hours  of  eight  a.  m.  and  twelve  noon,  viz.: 

For  the  formation:  Sherborn,  Deerfield,  Granby, 
Raleigh,  Kenmore,  Ashby  and  Chilmark  streets, 
Bay  State  road,  Newbury  street,  between  Charles- 
gate  West  and  Brookline  avenue;  Brookline  avenue, 
between  Newbury  and  Beacon  streets,  and  Beacon 
street,  from  Charlesgate  West  to  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

For  the  parade:  Massachusetts  avenue,  from 
Commonwealth  avenue  to  Beacon  street,  and 
Beacon  street,  from  Massachusetts  avenue  to 
Charles  street. 

Passed,  yeas  9. 


FINANCE. 

Coim.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  1)  for  $30,000  for  purchase  of 
wharf  property  at  Condor  street.  East  Boston — 
that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  some  time  ago  visited  this  property 
and  subsequently  gave  a  hearing  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works.  The  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  recommended  that  we  report  back 
"ought  not  to  pass."  He  stated  that,  in  the  first 
place,  he  was  not  altogether  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  location  of  the  Paving  Division  in  that 
section  and  adjacent;  that  if  a  change  was  to  be 
made  it  perhaps  should  be  to  some  more  central 
point  than  this  wharf  property;  that,  so  long  as  the 
present  facilities  answered  every  purpose,  he  was 
satisfied  to  allow  it  to  continue,  if  proper  rentals 
could  be  agreed  upon;  but  that  if  a  change  was  to 
be  made  he  thought  the  location  should  be  more 
central;  he  had  in  mind  some  location  near  the  rail- 
road in  another  section  of  East  Boston  which  he 
thought  would  be  more  desirable.  Therefore, 
acting  on  that  recommendation,  the  committee 
makes  this  report. 

Report  accepted,  order  rejected. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  March  25)  for  loan  of  $.50,000  for  play- 
ground, Mt.  Ida  section,  and  transfer  of  S50,000 
from  appropriation  for  playground,  Ward  20,  to 
appropriation  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  for  play- 
ground, Mt.  Ida  section — that  the  otders  ought 
to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  recom- 
mendation from  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  T,ast  year 
the  City  Council  passed  a  loan  order  of  $50,000  for 
Mt.  Ida.  It  has  been  found,  however,  that  that 
money  will  not  be  sufficient  to  give  the  people  of 
Dorchester  a  playground  of  proper  and  sufficient 


size;  that  it  will  require  this  additional  money  to 
complete  the  taking  of  the  hill  so  that  the  city  may 
liavc  practically  the  entire  top  of  Mt.  Ida  for  a 
playground.  That  seems  to  be  the  general  desire 
of  the  people  of  Dorchester,  and,  after  having  given 
the  matter  very  careful  consideration,  the  com- 
mittee so  reports. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  last  year  I 
opposed  the  order  of  $50,000  for  this  project,  not 
because  of  the  lack  of  necessity  for  a  playground  on 
Mt.  Ida,  but  because  it  was  an  excessive  amount. 
Now  they  come  to  us  asking  $50,000  more,  making 
$100,000,  to  take  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  The  top  of 
Mt.  Ida  is  not  a  suitable  place  for  a  playground.  It 
is  an  excellent  place — probably  none  better  in  tKe 
city — for  a  reservation  of  land  to  be  used  by  the 
women  and  children  of  the  section.  I  never  have 
heard  any  citizens  of  that  community  ask  for  a 
playground  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida;  we  never  have  had 
before  this  body  any  group  of  citizens  asking  for  a 
playground  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  The  local  improve- 
ment society  asked  me  to  go  out  there  and  look 
over  the  ground  last  year,  which  I  did,  with  certain 
of  their  officers,  and  they  said  then,  "All  we  want 
is  land  enough  up  here  so  that  the  women  and 
children  can  come  here  in  the  summer  months,  see 
the  view  and  get  the  air,  and,  if  possible,  have  a 
small  shelter  built  for  them."  They  never  asked 
for  a  playground.  In  Ward  19  there  has  been 
$60,000  available  for  over  four  years  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  have  steadily  turned  down  Parker 
Hill  as  a  suitable  place  for  a  playground,  and  yet 
Parker  Hill  is  just  as  good  a  place  for  a  playground 
as  Mt.  Ida.  Neither  is  suitable  for  a  playground. 
It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  absolutely  absurd  to  add 
$50,000  to  the  $50,000  we  gave  last  year,  making 
$100,000,  to  take  the  entire  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  I  am 
strongly  in  favor  of  $20,000  or  $25,000  for  just  what 
the  people  of  that  section  ask  for,  and  no  more.  If 
the  gentlemen  backing  this  loan  have  any  evidence 
that  the  people  of  that  district  desire  more  ground 
than  they  originally  asked  for,  they  ought  to  bring 
it  before  the  bodj''.  Real  estate  men  of  that  section 
have  told  me  that  the  $50,000  we  granted  last  year 
was  entirely  too  much.  We  could  have  bought  at 
the  rate  of  20  cents  a  foot  200,000  feet  of  land  up 
there,  and  yet  20  cents  a  foot  is  too  much  for  that 
land  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  I  don't  know  what  in- 
fluences are  back  of  this  request  for  an  additional 
$50,000.  I  think  it  is  an  undue  amount  to  spend 
in  that  section.  Furthermore,  I  think  we  ought 
to  spend  money  first  to  develop  our  plavgrounds 
and  not  to  add  to  them.  We  have  put  $5,000,000 
into  playgrounds  alone,  exclusive  of  parks,  in  this 
city,  and  the  crying  need  to-day  is  to  develop  the 
playgrounds  we  already  have.  We  have  not  this 
year  appropriated  or  borrowed  one  cent  of  money 
to  develop  our  playgrounds,  and  yet  every  associa- 
tion in  the  city  is  crying  for  the  development  of 
playgrounds,  to  have  proper  instructors  on  the 
plajrgrounds,  proper  apparatus  and  shelter;  and  yet 
here  we  are  adding  the  huge  sum  of  $50,000  to  the 
$50,000  we  gave  last  year  for  land  on  Mt.  Ida, 
without  developing  the  playgrounds  we  already 
have.  It  seems  to  me  a  perfectly  outrageous 
request  and  one  that  is  not  supported  by  the  people. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  last  year  it 
was  my  privilege  in  the  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  move  that  $50,000  be  appropriated 
for  this  purpose.  At  the  time  when  the  motion  was 
made  and  after  the  money  was  had,  I  had  some 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  sufficient.  What  has 
been  the  result,  Mr.  President,  even  after  this 
Council  voted  that  money?  We  have  had  one 
year  elapse,  and  yet  the  people  of  that  section  are 
convinced  that  not  sufficient  money  has  been  appro- 
priated. It  w^as  not  my  purpose  at  this  time  to 
talk  upon  this  order,  as  I  believe  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  covered  it,  were  it  not  for  one 
remark  made  by  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side, 
to  wit, — that  he  did  not  know  that  the  people  of 
that  section  wanted  the  extra  $50,000.  As  I  said 
in  opening,  I  was  largely  responsible  for  getting  the 
first  $50,000  of  this  appropriation.  The  Committee 
on  Finance  in  the  City  Government  last  year  sup- 
ported that.  What  has  since  been  the  result? 
You  have  here  two  sides  of  Mt.  Ida,  one  called  the 
north  side  and  the  other  the  south  side.  Part  of 
the  south  side  has  been  taken  by  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners. On  that  side  there  are  not  any  shade  trees, 
but  on  the  north  side  j-ou  have  shade  trees  and  a 
building.  There  was  a  w^ell  attended  hearing  held 
in  the  old  Aldermanic  Chamber  two  months  ago 
or  thereabouts  at  which  this  very  subject  was 
threshed  out  by  the  citizens  of  that  district,  and 
foremost  among  those  citizens,  I  will  say  for  the 
enlightenment  of  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side — 
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was  a  gentleman  who  has  done  as  much  as  any  man 
for  the  moral  and  civic  betterment  of  that  com- 
munity, Monsignor  Ronan.  He  advocated  the 
taking  of  the  entire  top  of  the  hill.  At  that  hearing 
there  were  at  least  forty  or  fifty  people  from  the 
Meeting  House  Hill  section,  among  them  Judge 
Churchill  of  the  Dorchester  District  Court.  They 
were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  entire 
hill  should  be  taken.  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe 
that  when  the  City  of  Boston  undertakes  a  thing 
it  should  not  stop  half  way.  If  the  sentiment  of  a 
locality  is  unanimously  in  favor  of  a  larger  taking 
in  a  ease  of  this  kind,  provided  the  cost  of  the  taking 
is  not  exorbitant,  I  believe  that  sentiment  should 
be  considered.  The  gentleman  should  know  that 
under  the  present  city  charter  if  land  is  taken  for 
playground  purposes  or  any  other  purposes,  not 
more  than  25  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  assessed 
valuation  for  the  three  preceding  years  can  be 
paid.  Consequently  it  is  simply  a  question  of  what 
the  public  spirited  citizens'  of  the  community 
demand.  They  want  at  least  $100,000  devoted  to 
playground  purposes  or  park  purposes  on  this 
hill.  Ward  20  is,  as  everybody  knows,  the  largest 
district  of  Boston,  from  the  standpoint  of  popula- 
tion. In  that  ward  there  are  playgrounds  only 
at  the  edge  of  the  district.  Franklin  Field,  for 
example,  is  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  Ward  20 
and  is  surrounded  practically  by  Wards  23,  24  and 
20.  The  old  town  field  is  on  the  edge  of  said  district ; 
the  Savin  Hill  Playground  is  away  at  the  northern 
section  of  the  ward;  and  right  here  in  the  Meeting 
House  Hill  section,  where  the  development  has 
been  most  pronounced  the  last  five  years,  the  people 
have  come  forward  and  asked,  since  we  have  been 
in  the  city  government  under  the  new  Council, 
just  this  one  thing,  that  they  might  have  this 
playground  or  park.  After  the  hearing  I  have 
referred  to,  I  wrote  to  Chairman  Peabody  of  the 
Park  Commis.sion  and  as  a  result  received  this 
letter,  which  I  would  like  to  read  to  the  Council; 
"In  reply  to  your  inquiry  about  land  at  Mt.  Ida, 
I  would  say  on  the  part  of  the  Park  Commission 
that  the  Board  have  asked  the  Street  Commission 
to  buy  a  site  adjoining  the  Benjamin  Cushing 
School  on  Mt.  Ida."  I  would  say  here  that  the 
school  referred  to  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill. 
"Since  the  meeting  of  the  Board  they  have  asked 
the  Street  Commission  to  buy  still  more  of  this 
land,  extending  the  site  to  Aclams  street.  These 
takings  would  exhaust  the  amount  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Park  Commission.  There  remains  a  large 
space  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  from  this 
taking,  and  occupying  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  It  is 
a  very  beautiful  and  sightly  lot  and  if  not  taken 
as  a  'park  or  playground'  shortly,  will  probably 
soon  be  overrun  with  three-decker  tenements; 
hearing  Ihe  discussion  at  the  meeting" — and  that 
is  the  meeting  to  which  I  liave  already  referred  in 
my  talk,  Mr.  President — "we  can  accordingly  say 
that  if  we  had  the  money  we  should  feel  inclined 
to  take  the  rest  of  the  top  of  the  hill,  in  addition 
to  what  we  have  selected.  I  send  this  note  as  an 
answer  to  your  inquiries  of  a  few  days  since." 
In  other  words,  I  believe  this  will  end  the  discus- 
sion and  end  the  playground  talk  in  the  central 
part  of  Ward  20  if  the  additional  appropriation 
can  be  had.  I  believe  this  is  fair.  Looking  at  the 
matter  from  a  broad  point  of  view,  it  seems  to  me 
the  Council  will  act  wisely  in  voting  unhesitatingly 
"  Yes"  in  favor  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  this  is  not  a 
discussion  of  the  question  whether  we  shall  have 
a  playground  on  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida  or  not.  It 
is  a  question  of  whether  we  shall  have,  instead  of 
200,000  square  feet  at  25  cents  a  foot,  400,000 
square  feet  at  25  cents  a  foot.  Twenty-five  cents 
a  foot  is  excessive.  It  is  a  question  of  whether 
you  want  the  whole  hill  or  just  the  top  of  the  hill. 
Everybody  wants  Mt.  Ida  retained  by  the  city  as 
a  breathing  place,  but  I  don't  want  .$50,000  more 
put  in  there  when  our  playgrounds  all  over  the 
city  need  attendance,  need  instructors  and  need 
apparatus.  If  we  don't  improve  our  playgrounds 
as  we  should,  we  are  letting  a  generation  of  chil- 
dren go  by  whom  we  never  can  benefit.  We, 
acting  as  a  city,  can  make  good  with  regard  to 
the  children  who  are  walking  the  streets  to-day, 
because  our  playgrounds  as  they  exist  to-day  are 
not  improved.  We  can  put  $50,000  more  into  a 
land  .speculation  on  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida,  when  it  is 
not  demanded  by  a  majority  of  the  population 
there,  when  the  people  of  Dorchester  have  never 
come  to  this  body  asking  for  it;  but  wc  cannot 
make  up  the  $50,000  which  should  be  put  into 
inspectors  of  playgrounds  and  in  the  fixing  up  of 
the   present   playgrounds    for   the   benefit    of   the 


children  of  the  present  day.  I  think  before  we 
make  this  sum  .$100,000  we  had  better  put  the 
$50,000  we  are  now  talking  about  into  improve- 
ment of  the  present  playgrounds.  That  has  been 
asked  for  by  the  United  Improvement  Association; 
it  is  the  general  demand  of  this  town.  Our  play- 
grounds that  we  started  first  are  a  disgrace  to  this 
city.  They  are  not  properly  developed.  That  is 
a  well  known  fact.  We  ought  to  spend  .some  of 
the  money  we  have  available  for  public  playgrounds 
in  the  development  of  the  present  ones  rather 
than  increasing  the  one  for  which  we  have  already 
provided  in  Ward  20.  I  sincerely  hope  this  order 
will  not  pass.  I  am  not  voting  against  this  be- 
cause I  do  not  want  a  playground  in  Ward  20. 
I  am  voting  against  this  because  I  think  the  top 
of  Mt.  Ida  is  better  suited  to  the  requirements 
out  there  than  the  whole  of  Mt.  Ida,  under  the 
existing  conditions. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
read  once  and  pas.sed,  yeas  8,  nays  1,  Coun.  SMITH 
voting  nay.  Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final 
action. 


PAVING    OF   WASHINGTON   STREET, 
WARD  25. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  pave  Washington  street, 
Ward  25,  with  brick,  upon  a  concrete  foundation, 
between  Cambridge  street  and  Parsons  street. 

Passed. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  messages  from  the  Mayor 
recommending  various  appropriations — that  no 
further  action  is  necessary,  viz.: 

Fire  Department,  automobile  apparatus,  etc. 
(referred  April  22). 

Fire-alarm  service  and  auto  apparatus  (referred 
April  29). 

Additional  sum  of  $15,800  for  Election  Depart- 
ment (referred  April  1). 

Reports  accepted. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
for  appropriation  for  $50,000  for  auto  apparatus 
for  Fire  Department,  and  $42,000  for  fire-alarm 
branch,  improvements — that  the  orders  ought  to 
pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  your  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  after  considerable 
thought  unanimously  voted  in  favor  of  these  orders, 
and  I  believe  I  am  voicing  the  sentiment  of  the 
entire  committee  when  I  say  we  trust  that  the 
Mayor  will  at  once  see  that  automobile  apparatus 
and  more  fire-alarm  boxes  are  distributed  through- 
out the  entire  city.  This  worlc  is  only  a  forerunner 
of  greater  work  to  be  done  in  the  immediate  future. 

Report  accepted;    orders  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petitions  of  Llewllyn  Lincoln  and 
George  A.  Kenison  (referred  April  29)  for  retirement 
under  provisions  of  chapter  4.59,  Acts  of  1910 — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Whereas,  Llewllyn  Lincoln,  an  employee  of  the 
House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island,  has  applied  for 
retirement  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  459, 
Acts  of  1910;  and 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of  Maine  that  said 
Lincoln  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  it  further 
appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  Penal  Institu- 
tions Commissioner  that  said  Lincoln  has  been  in 
the  service  of  the  county  for  at  least  ten  years,  that 
his  salary  is  now  $660  per  annum,  and  that  he  is 
incapacitated  from  active  duty  and  has  arrived 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years;  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
459,  Acts  of  1910,  Llewllyn  Lincoln,  an  employee 
of  the  House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island,  be  retired 
from  active  service  at  the  salary  of  $330  per  annum. 

Whereas,  George  A.  Kenison,  an  employee  of 
the  House  of  Correction,  Deer  I.sland,  has  applied 
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for  ii'lircnu'iU.  uiulci'  tho  provisions  of  cluipU'r  459, 
Acts  of  l!)fO;  and 

WlxToiis,  It  appears  from  the  cprtifioatc  of  the 
Adjutant-Ccncral  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
thai  said  Keuison  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
and  it  further  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  that  said  Kenison 
has  been  in  the  service  of  the  county  for  at  least 
ten  years,  that  his  salary  is  now  $000  per  annum, 
and  that  he  is  incapacitated  for  active  duty  and 
has  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years;  therefore 
be  it 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
459,  Acts  of  1910,  George  A.  Kenison,  an  employee 
of  the  House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island,  be  retired 
from  active  service  at  the  salary  of  $330  per  annum. 

Reports  accepted;  preambles  and  orders  passed. 


LIBRARY,  ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  QOULTHURST  offered  an  order— That  ' 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($25,000) 
be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  for  library,  site 
and  building,  in  Roslindale,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  some 
time  ago  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  called  to  my  attention  the  fact 
that  the  building  occupied  as  a  branch  library  in 
Roslindale  is  held  under  lease  with  an  option  to 
purchase  same  for  $25,000  more  or  less,  and  he  was 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  city  should  at  the 
present  time  take  advantage  of  this  offer.  The 
rental  paid  by  the  city  would  more  than  pay  the 
interest  on  the  bonds  necessary  to  be  issued  to 
purchase  this  property.  I  ask  that  this  order  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Branch  Libraries. 


POLICE   STATION,   SOUTH   BOSTON. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  the  sum 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars  ($80,000)  be  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  for  a  sixth  division  police 
station  in  South  Boston,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SIDEWALK   ORDERS. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk  along 
the  northwesterly  corner  of  K  street  and  Columbia 
road.  Ward  15,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun. 'COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Wheatland  avenue,  between 
Washington  street  and  Kilton  street,  Ward  20, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts,  of 
1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CLOSING    OF   STREETS   FOR   PARADE. 

Coun.  HALE  offered  an  order — That  the  Police 
Commissioner  be  authorized  to  close  to  travel  by 
vehicles,  except  fire,  police,  hospital  and  mail 
wagons,  the  streets  to  be  used  for  the  parade  and 
exercises  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
on  Tue-sday,  May  21,  1912,  and  the  City  Messenger 
is  hereby  authorized  to  rope  off  said  streets  at 
such  points  as  may  be  necessary;  the  expense  of 
said  work  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
City  Council,  Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed,  yeas  9. 


WIDENING   OF   OTTER   STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  originate  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  widening  of  Otter  street. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  the  reason  I  put 
this  order  in  is  because  some  time  ago  the  question 
of  taking  a  house  at  the  foot  of  Chestnut  street 
and  spending  about  $30,000  to  .$40,000  for  that 
improvement  came  up  before  this  body.  I  opposed 
that,  saying  that  if  any  improvement  was  necessary 
in  the  streets  of  that  section  it  was  to  make  the 
approach  from  Beacon  street  to  the  Parkway  a 
suitable  and  safe  approach.  At  the  present  time 
a  driver  coming  along  the  esplanade  goes  through 
the  narrow  bottle  neck  into  Beacon  street — namely, 
the  small  back  street.  Otter  street.  At  this  point 
last  year  there  were  in  one  month  three  automobile 
accidents.  It  is  almo.st  impossible  for  the  heavy 
traffic  coming  through  the  esplanade  and  onto 
Beacon  street  to  see  what  is  coming  along  Beacon 
street,  and  therefore  accidents  are  inevitable.  The 
houses  on  either  side  of  Otter  street  do  not  come 
within  ten  feet  of  the  street  line.  Consequently, 
to  take  a  ten-foot  strip  on  either  side  of  Otter  street 
and  continue  the  esplanade  through  to  Beacon 
street  would  be  a  comparatively  inexpensive 
matter.  I  ask  to  have  the  order  passed  in  order 
that  the  Street  Commissioners  may  take  the 
matter  up  and  furnish  plans. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


SOIL  RENOVATION  ON  BOSTON  COMMON. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  originate  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  completion  of  the  soil  renovation  on 
Boston  Common. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  consider  that 
this  is  one  of  the  most  pressing  matters  now  before 
the  city.  The  Common  has  now  for  three  years 
been  in  a  state  of  upheaval,  looldng  like  a  dump. 
The  playground  ordinarily  used  by  the  boys  of  that 
section  is  unfit  for  use  at  the  present  time,  being 
piled  up  with  heaps  of  loam.  They  are  not  allowed 
to  play  on  the  Parade  Ground,  in  spite  of  a  request 
passed  by  this  body  two  weeks  ago.  We  ought 
to  have  this  work  iinished  this  summer,  not  only 
for  the  sake  of  the  boys  using  that  part  of  the 
Common  as  a  playground,  but  so  that  the  Common 
will  present  a  decent  appearance  to  visitors  and 
people  passing  through  it.  There  is,,  by  the  way, 
no  plajrground  in  all  the  city  proper  from  the  North 
End  Park  away  out  to  Columbus  Avenue  Play- 
ground where  the  boys  dan  play  ball.  There  is 
none  in  Wards  7,  8  or  11,  and-parts  of  Ward  11  need 
it  as  well  as  other  sections.  When  the  boys  are 
deprived  of  the  Common  Playground  something 
should  be  done  for  them.  In  addition,  the  Com- 
mon looks  unfit  for  any  conventions  visiting  this 
city  to  look  at.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  our  citj'  and 
has  been  such  for  some  time.  As  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Parkman  Fund  I  desired  to  have 
money  from  that  fund  devoted  to  that  purpose. 
The  action  of  the  Council  in  building  a  bird  cage  at 
Franklin  Park  has  put  out  of  the  question  the  giving 
of  money  out  of  the  Parkman  Fund  this  year.  They 
have  spent  it  in  advance  of  its  being  in  the  treasury; 
consequently,  we  cannot  appropriate  monej-  for  the 
Parkman  Fund  for  work  on  the  Common.  It  seems 
to  me  absolutely  necessary  to  get  this  money  by 
special  appropriation,  in  order  to  complete  the 
work  under  way  so  long  on  the  Common.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  this  order  will  be  passed  and  put 
up  to  the  Mayor. 

The  order  was  passed. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  MC- 
DONALD, at  3.43  J),  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
by  President  ATTRIDGE  at  4.48  p.  m. 


STEAMERS   FOR   THE   SOUTHWEST. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The     newspapers     report     that     th6     Southern 
Pacific  Railroad,  which  operates  a  line  of  steamers 
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between  New  York  and  New  Orleans  and  Galves- 
ton, contemplates  making  a  change  in  its  route  of 
travel  by  which  Boston  will  be  made  a  terminal 
point  and  New  York  will  become  a  port  of  call. 

This  announced  intention  of  the  company  offers 
this  city  its  Ions  sought  opportunity  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  water  connection  with  the  great 
cities  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  means  a  land 
and  water  route  to  Mexico  and  the  southwestern 
United  States.  The  steamship.s  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  line  are  perhaps  the  finest  that  ply  along 
the  Atlantic  Coast,  and  are  only  .surpassed  by  the 
transatlantic  liners  in  safety  «ind  convenience  of 
travel  as  well  as  in  the  facilities  for  handling  large 
quantities  of  freight.  I  have  prepared  an  invita- 
tion to  the  officials  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
road to  establish  themselves  in  Boston  and  respect- 
fully request  your  honorable  body  to  join  me  in 
this  action  either  by  the  passage  of  appropriate 
resolutions  or  by  attaching  your  names  to  the 
appended  letter. 

Respectfully, 
.John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  G,  1912. 
Mr.  William  Sproule, 

President  Southern  Pacific  Company, 
120  Broadway,  New  York: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Bo.ston  papers  report  this  morn- 
ing that  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
contemplates  establishing  offices  in  Boston  and 
making  this  city  the  northern  terminus  for  its 
steamship  lines  plying  now  between  New  York 
and  New  Orleans  and  Galveston. 

As  your  board  of  directors  is  doubtless  aware, 
the  City  of  Boston  is  entering  upon  what  we  regard 
as  a  new  era  in  port  development,  which  involves 
the  creation  of  superior  facilities  for  berthing 
vessels  of  the  deepest  draught,  as  well  as  the 
installation  of  thoroughly  modern  mechanism  for 
loading  and  unloading  and  the  establishment  of 
railroad  connections  that  shall  obviate  unneces- 
sary delay.  An  appropriation  of  $9,000,000  has 
been  made  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
for  this  purpose,  and  a  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Port  of  Boston  has  been  named  by  the  Governor. 
The  membership  of  this  Board  is  as  follows:  Hugh 
Bancroft,  chairman;  Rear  Admiral  Francis  T. 
Bowles,  William  F.  Fitzgerald,  .Joseph  A.  Conry 
and  George  E.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Commission,  ex  officio. 

I  believe  that  the  present  freight  and  passenger 
business  between  Boston  and  New  York,  as  well 
as  between  Boston  and  the  gulf  ports,  would 
justify  the  step  which  you  are  said  to  have  in  con- 
templation, and  that  the  future  developments  in 
this  city  will  expand  this  business  to  a  volume  far 
beyond  the  present  expectations  of  even  the  most 
sanguine  observers.  We  assure  you  that  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  officials  of  this  city  to  make  every 
effort  to  facilitate  intercourse  with  other  ports, 
and  that  we  shall  be  most  pleased  to  be  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  exemplify  this  policy  in  dealing 
with  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  Company. 
Any  suggestion  by  you,  confirming  the  published 
reports  and  indicating  the  manner  in  which  we 
may  be  of  assistance  to  you  in  your  plans,  will  be 
most  cordially  considered. 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Coun.  McDON- 
ALD  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  proposed  establishing  of 
Boston  as  a  terminal  point  for  the  steamship  line 
now  operated  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  be- 
tween New  York  and  New  Orleans  and  Galveston, 
meets  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  the  City  Council 
hereby  indorses  the  invitation  extended  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  the  said  company  to  locate  in 
Boston. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Coun.  McDonald— Mr.  President,  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  feel  that  the  entrance  of  the 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad  into  the  port  of  Boston 
is  in  line  with  the  efforts  of  the  present  Dock 
Commission  to  develop  the  port  of  Boston,  and 
any  invitation  coming  from  either  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  or  from  any  organization  in  this  direction, 
looking  to  the  interests  of  Boston,  has  their  hearty 
indorsement. 

The  resolution  was  passed. 


PARKMAN    FUND. 

Coun.  iSMITH,  for  the  Committee  on  Parkraan 
Fund,  submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  order  (referred  April  16)  for  SI, 400  for  fur- 
nishings for  Parkman  Memorial  Bandstand  on 
Common — recommending  passage  of  order  in 
following  new  draft; 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars 
($700)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  from  the 
income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the  current  year 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Music  Trustees,  for  Parkman  Memorial  Band- 
stand Furnishings. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
to-day)  for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms 
at  various  locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Eli  Pearlstein,  02  Merrimac  street.  Ward  8. 

Harry  Levine,  166  Pleasant  street.  Ward  10. 

Kirkwood  Brothers,  23  Elm  street.  Ward  6. 

Berkman  &  Wilensky,  64  Pleasant  street,  Ward  7. 

Sam  .Segal,  388  Hanover  street.  Ward  0. 

Isaac  Levine,  223  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 

Alfonso  Rogers,  3  Prince  street.  Ward  6. 

Edward  A.  Grout  &  Co.,  Ill  Summer  street, 
Ward  7. 

Greater  Boston  Loan  Company,  47  Pleasant 
street.  Ward  7. 

\.  S.  Morse  Company,  43-45  High  street. 
Ward  7. 

.lacob  .Simmons,  102  Harrison  avenue,  Ward  7. 

.Simon  Miller,  60  Harvard  street.  Ward  6. 

Rubin  &  Sneider,  54-58  Shawmut  avenue. 
Ward  7. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  N.  Snow 
(referred  to-day)  for  permit  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Central  Congre- 
gational Church  on  May  1 — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  Harvard  Gun  Club 
and  Harvard  Rifle  and  Pistol  Club  (referred 
to-day)  for  permission  to  use  portion  of  Soldiers 
Field  for  target  practice  and  trap  shooting — that 
a  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  April  29)  that 
sidewalks  be  made  along  both  sides  of  Buttonwood 
street,  between  Columbia  road  and  Crescent 
avenue.  Ward  16 — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions ana  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the  sum  of 
$100,000  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  for  bridge  repairs — recommending 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

Report  accepted;   said  reference  ordered. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  transferring  the  sum  of  $485  to 
the  appropriation  for  Art  Department — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  for  $5,000  for 
target  practice  for  troops  of  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Militia  stationed  in  Boston — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order   passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  for  $125  additional  to  appropria- 
tion for  Boston  Ideal  Homes  Exposition — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


GENERAL   RECON.SIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  at  4.54  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  13, 
at  3  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  13,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of   the   City  Council,   held   in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m..  President  ATTRIDGE    in    the  chair,  and 
all  the  members  present. 


NOTICE   OF   RESIGNATION. 
The  foUowiDg  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
OfEce  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  have  this  day 
accepted  the  resignation  of  William  L.  Simmons 
(44  Cobden  street.  Ward  21)  from  the  office  of 
Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgebald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council 
the  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments 
as  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1913: 

(1)  Clayton  Harvey  Parmelee  (821  East  Fourth 
street,  Ward  14). 

(2)  William  C.  Herrick  (75  Cedar  street.  Ward 
21). 

(3)  Mark  S.  Reinstein  (166  Walnut  avenue. 
Ward  21). 

(4)  Thomas  J.  Donnellon  (37  Rockland  street. 
Ward  21).     (To  serve  without  bonds.) 

(5)  George  F.  Ryan  (6  Homer  square,  Somer- 
ville).  Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and 
Straw. 

(6)  Benjamin  Franklin  Hartford  (10  Williams 
street.  Ward  18),  Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled 
Hay  and  Straw. 

(7)  Aidan  O'Gallagher  (1  Cedar  avenue.  Ward 
20),  Weigher  of  Coal.  ■ 

(8)  James  Kinneally  (260  Bolton  street.  Ward 
14),  Weigher  of  Coal. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


BUILDINGS,   LONG    ISLAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  February  3,  1912,  an  order  was  passed  by 
your  honorable  body,  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$72,000,  which  had  been  paid  by  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  for  the  Charlestown 
Almshouse,  for  "Kitchen,  Refectory  and  Dor- 
mitory" at  Long  Island.  With  my  message  of 
January  11,  1912,  recommending  the  passage  of 
this  order,  was  a  communication  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Infirmary  Trustees,  requesting  an 
additional  sum  of  $300,000  for  the  construction  of 
other  buildings  at  Long  Island. 

Members  of  the  City  Council  have  recently 
accompanied  me  on  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the 
island,  and  my  understanding  is  that  they  were 
satisfied  that  this  improvement  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  a  loan  appropriation.  A  considerable 
increase  of  population  is  looked  for  on  the  island, 
due  partly  to  the  natural  growth  of  the  city,  partly 
to  the  transfer  of  the  inmates  of  the  Charlestown 
home,  which  will  be  consummated  about  January 
1,  1913,  and  partly  to  a  change  in  the  state  law 
(chapter  069  of  the  Acts  of  1911)  defining  a  legal 
settlement.  The  present  accommodations,  more- 
over, are  unsatisfactory  in  some  respects.  The 
nurses'  home  is  crowded,  many  of  the  nurses  being 
compelled  to  sleep  two  in  a  room.    There  are  some 


two  hundred  inmates  now  in  dormitories  whose 
condition  is  such  that  they  should  be  cared  for  in 
the  hospital  wards.  The  three  separate  kitchens 
are  extremely  inconvenient  and  should  be  com- 
bined into  one  central  kitchen. 

The  appended  estimate  includes  a  new  nurses' 
home,  which  will  accommodate  a  larger  number 
than  the  present  building  and  provide  better 
sleeping  quarters,  two  new  dormitories,  and  addi- 
tions and  alterations  to  the  almshouse,  which  will 
take  care  of  the  Charlestown  inmates  after  Janu- 
ary 1,  1913,  and  will  enable  some  of  the  cases 
which  are  properly  subjects  for  medical  treatment 
to  be  transferred  to  the  hospital  wards.  The 
earlier  appropriation  of  $72,000  provided  for  the 
central  kitchen  as  well  as  other  improvements. 
The  sum  of  the  estimated  items  is  $175,000. 

I    recommend,    therefore,    the    passage    of    the 
accompanying  loan  order  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$175,000  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Infirmary  Trustees  for  Long  Island  Buildings. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Infirmary  Department,  May  10,  1912. 
Mr.  William  A.  Leahy, 

Secretary  to  the  Mayor: 
Dear   Sir, — Inclosed  please   find   copy  of   letter 
from  Mr.  Frank  L.  Wells,  giving  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  the  specific  buildings  which  it  is  planned  to 
erect  at  Long  Island. 

Very  respectfully, 
E.  M.  Gallagher,  Chairman. 

Boston,  May  9,  1912. 
Edward  M.  Gallagher,  Esq., 

Chairman  Infirmary  Trustees: 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  request  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  that  the  amount  of  proposed  appropriation 
for  changes  at  Long  Island  be  divided  for  specific 
buildings,  the  following  schedule  is  submitted: 

Alm.shouse,  additions $62,600 

Almshouse,  alterations 10,300 

One  hospital  dormitory 10,520 

One  dormitory  pavilion 16,580 

Nurses'  home 75,000 

$175,000 


29  Central  Street. 


Respectfully, 
Frank  L.  Wells,  Architect. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ($175,000)  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Infirmary  Trustees,  for  Long 
Island  buildings,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  'Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MONEY   FOR  SEWERAGE   WORKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  withdraw  herewith  the  order  for  $200,000  for 
sewerage  works,  recommended  by  me  in  a  message 
addres,sed  to  your  honorable  body  under  date  of 
May  0,  1912,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$300,000  for  this  purpose. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  chapter  204  of  the 
Acts  of  1908,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($300,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  for  the  construction  of 
sewerage  works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
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VAt'Lil'M    CLEANING,    CONSUMPTIVES' 

HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1012. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  hcrewitli  a  oomnuinication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustees, 
requesting  an  appropriation  of  .$10,000  for  vacuum 
cleaning  system  and  boiler  at  the  hospital,  and 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  loan 
order  for  this  purpose. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Consumptives'  Hospital,  May  8,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  Consumptives'  Hospital,  held  on  May  6, 
1912,  the  Board  voted  that  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  be  requested  to  grant  an  appropriation 
of  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  installing  a  vacuum 
cleaning  system  and  an  additional  boiler  to  main- 
tain it. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
Edwaed  F.  McSweeney,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
($10,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustees 
for  Mattapan  Hospital  Vacuum  Cleaning  System 
and  Boiler,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PLAYGROUNDS,  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  March  25,  1912,  I  transmitted  to  your 
honorable  body  a  communication  from  the  Park 
Commissioners,  requesting  that  four  balances  of 
appropriations,  totaling  a  little  more  than  $7,000, 
be  transferred  for  use  upon  the  Sullivan  Square, 
Cottage  Street  and  Commonwealth  Playgrounds. 
An  order  was  prepared  transferring  these  balances 
to  the  appropriation  for  Playgrounds,  Improve- 
ments. At  the  meeting  of  April  8,  1912,  a  subse- 
quent letter  from  the  Park  Commissioners  v/as 
transmitted,  requesting  that  the  balances  be 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  various  parks  and 
playgrounds,  differing  almost  in  toto  from  the 
original  list.  The  order  was  passed  with  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  City  Council  that  the  money 
be  expended  in  accordance  with  the  second  and 
not  the  first  schedule  of  improvements.  This, 
however,  was  regarded  by  the  City  Auditor  as 
illegal,  since  an  appropriation  for  Playgrounds, 
Improvements,  could  not  be  expended  for  park 
purposes.  The  Park  Commissioners  are  still 
desirous  of  using  these  funds  according  to  their 
revised  list  of  needs. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  transfer  of  .  the 
amount  of  these  balances,  namely  .$7,250,  from 
the  appropriation  for  Playgrounds,  Improvements, 
to  the  several  park  and  playground  appropriations 
embraced  in  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks,  May  1,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir,— The  order  of  the  City  Council,  dated 
-April  6,  transfers  certain  unexpended  balances  to 
the  appropriation  for  playground  improvements, 
but  expresses  the  "understanding  that 'the  appro- 
priation is  to  be  expended  as  set  forth  in  the 
communication  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  dated 
April  1." 

The   City   Auditor   finds   these   instructions   in- 

,  consistent.     It  appears  that  we  may  either  ignore 

the  understanding  that  our  letter  of  April  1  shall 

be  followed  in  the  expenditures,  in  which  case  we 


could  expend  these  transferred  sums  on  play- 
grounds generally,  or  if  we  are  to  respect  the 
understanding  that  our  letter  is  to  be  followed 
we  must  Hsk  the  Council  to  change  their  vote  so 
that  the  transfer  shall  be  definitely  for  expendi- 
tures according  to  our  letter  of  April  1.  It  seems 
better  to  ask  the  Council  to  amend  their  vote, 
and  if  you  agree  with  us,  will  you  kindly  see  that 
this  is  done,  and  it  will  then  be  possible  to  carry 
out  the  intention,  of  all  concerned. 

Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($7,250) 
from  the  appropriation  for  Playgrounds,  Improve- 
ments, to  the  following  appropriations,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners: 

Sullivan  Square  Playground $900  00 

Wood  Island  Park,  Locker  Building 500  00 

Marine  Park  and  Strandway  Improve- 
ments   5.850  00 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Annie  Bornstein,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  the  highway  on  South  Russell 
street. ^ 

Patrick  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
employment  on  account  of  injuries  received  while 
in  the  employ  ot  the  city. 

Boston  Wharf  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  used  for  sewerage  outlet 
purposes  by  the  city. 

Jenney  De  Maggio,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim 
for  damages  to  property  at  South  jlargin  street. 

Carrie  L.  Perkins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  on  Boylston 
street. 

Michael  Maloney,  for  compensation  for  the 
bursting  of  a  boiler  at  201  Hillside  street,  on 
account  of  the  alleged  negUgence  of  employees  of 
the  city. 

William  Berger,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  property  in  cellar  at  158  Chambers  street  by 
the  backing  up  of  sewer. 

Benjamin  Ramin,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  property  in  cellar  at  156  Chambers  street  by  the 
backing  up  of  sewer. 

Hannah  E.  Dineen,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing,  etc.,  caused  by  the  oiling  of  Franklin 
street,  Charlestown. 

Executive. 

Petitions  were  received  for  permits  for  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  in  various 
places  of  amusement,  as  follows: 

John  P.  Manning,  for  a  permit  for  Catherine 
Dubeck   et  al.,  at  Mechanics  Building  on  May  30. 

M.  Hazel  Boone,  for  Gilbert  Byron  and  others, 
at  Intercolonial  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  May  30. 

Frances  Granger-Smith,  for  Marion  Waltz  and 
others,  at  Steinert  Hall,  on  the  evenings  of  June  3 
and  11. 

Mary  F.  Dowd,  for  Florence  Smith  and  others, 
at  Steinert  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  June  21. 

Mabelle  H.  Smith,  for  Doris  Steward,  at  ward- 
room, Ward  25,  on  May  14. 

Petitions  were  received  for  licenses  to  sell,  rent 
or  lease  firearms,  viz.: 

James  A.  Finley,  20  Franklin  street.  Ward  25. 

Louis  Segal,  11  Green  street,  Ward  8. 

Louis  Katz,  499  Main  street,  Ward  4. 

S.  J.  Diab,  743-745  Washington  street.  Ward  6. 

William  Slutzki,  173  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 

William  Slutzki,  236  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 

Mrs.  J.  Silverstein,  285  Hanover  street.  Ward  6. 

G.  Mongardi,   16  North  square,  Ward  6. 

Rosenberg  &  Bovanick,  67  Atlantic  avenue. 
Ward  6. 

Moe  Cohen,  37  Fleet  street.  Ward  6. 

Henry  Siegel  Companv,  660  Washington  street, 
Ward  7. 

S.  Robinson  &  Co.,  140  Eliot  street,  Ward  7. 

David  Pearlstein,  52  Shawmut  avenue,  Ward  7. 
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Michael  S.  Rosenbaum,  59  Shawmut  avenue, 
Ward  7. 

Simon  Robinson,  295  Tremont  street,  Ward  7. 

Maurice  and  Joseph  Pearlstein,  86-88  Merrimac 
street.  Ward  8. 

Louis  Leflcovieh,  138  Merrimac  street.  Ward  8. 

Benovitz  &  Sheinlcopt,  150  Merrimac  street, 
Ward  8. 

A.  Lipltin,  31  Green  street,  Ward  8. 

David  and  Samuel  H.  Pearlstein,  129-133 
Staniford  street.  Ward  8. 

Max  Rosnov,  lOGO  Washington  street.  Ward  9. 

Louis  Pearlstein,  226  Pleasant  street,  Ward  10. 

Suffolk  Loan  Company,  1904  Washington  street. 
Ward  17. 

Appleton  Hardware  Company,  50  Eliot  street. 
Ward  7. 

Mycr  Goldman,  904  Washington  street,  Ward  7. 

Petitions   for   sidewalks,   viz.: 

Sanford  Small  el  al.,  sidewalk,  Walnut  street, 
Dorchester. 

Isaac  Arkins  et  al.,  sidewalks.  Fowler  street, 
Ward  20. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  twenty-eight 
newsboys,  nine  vendors  and  two  bootblacks — ■ 
recommending  that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


CON.STABLES'    BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds: 

Sears  H.  Grant,  Edward  L.  Hopkins,  Robert 
N.  McClellan,  William  M.  McDonald,  .James  E. 
Powers,  David  Schapero,  .Jeremiah  A.  Toomey. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  parties  that  the  following  named  locations 
were  used  for  the  storage  of  explosives,  and  of 
intention  to  continue  use  of  sanu)  for  the  ensuing 
year: 

Commonwealth  Garage  Company,  98  Brighton 
avenue.  Ward  25. 

Franklin  Square  Auto  Company,  51-55  Mystic 
street.  Ward  12. 

Carpenter  Garage  and  Motor  Company,  112 
Corey  road. 

Suffolk  Engraving  and  Electrotyping  Company, 
394  Atlantic  avenue. 

Michael  J.  Lynch,  29  Vinton  street,  South 
Boston. 

Isaic  J.  Gauthier,  21  Hampshire  street,  Roxbury. 

Board  of  Health,  20  North  Grove  street. 

.1.  T.  Reed  &  Co.,  Hancock  square,  corner 
Tebbetts  street. 

Columbia  Yacht  Club,  Columbia  road. 

J.  A.  King  Company,  Dunbar  avenue,  Dor- 
chester. 

Placed  on  61e. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners of  hearing  on  May.  16  at  10.30  a.  m., 
on  petition  of  Boston  Electric  Railway  Company, 
relative  to  grade  crossing  on  Neponset  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   APPROVAL. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  appointments  by  the 
Mayor  of  .John  Templeman  Coolidge,  Jr.,  as  Art 
Commissioner  and  of  Joseph  A.  Turnbull  as  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor. 

Placed  on  file. 


ORGANIZATION   OF   CONSUMPTIVES' 
HO.SPITAL   TRUSTEES. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of  the 
Boston  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustees  on  May 
6,  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Edward  S.  McSweeney 
as  chairman,  and  Mr.  Chandler  Hovey  as  secre- 
tary. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   RAILROAD   POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner of  the  appointment  of  Charles  L.  Hamilton 
and  Clay  T.  Fo.ss  as  Railroad  Police  Officers  by 
the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  acoprdance  with  the  statutes  relating 
thereto. 

Placed  on  file. 


SALARY   OF   CHARLES    NOLL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Bo,ston, 
Penal  Institutions  Department, 

Boston,  May  8,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

In  the  matter  of  application  of  Charles  Noll  to 
be  retired  from  active  service  and  placed  on  half 
pay  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
of  1910,  chapter  459,  and  which  your  Honorable 
Board  passed,  and  the  same  was  approved  by  the 
Mayor  on  May  1,  1912,  and  approved  by  the 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  May  3,  1912, 
permit  me  to  say  that  through  an  error  of  the 
clerk  of  this  department  it  was  made  to  appear, 
and  I  did  state  and  recommend  his  retirement  on 
the  basis  of  a  salary  of  $720  per  year. 

It  now  appears,  and  his  salary  has  been  since 
February  1,  1907.  $780  per  year. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  salary  of  said  Charles 
Noll  was  $780  per  year,  at  the  time  of  his  applica- 
tion for  retirement. 

I  present  the  matter  in  this  form  for  your  con- 
sideration and  action  as  you  may  deem  advisable. 
Regretting  the  error,  I  remain. 
Respectfully, 

Fbed  S.  Gore, 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Coiranittee. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  submitting  a  schedule 
of  cost  of  sidewalks  on  Millet  street,  between 
Athelwold  street  and  Talbot  avenue,  Ward  20^ — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  accom- 
panying schedule  be  and  they  are  hereby  assessed 
the  sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as 
their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing artificial  stone  sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones 
along  the  estates  bordering  on  Millet  street, 
between  Athelwold  street  and  Talbot  avenue. 
Ward  20,  and  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  certified 
and  notice  given  to  the  parties  as  aforesaid,  the 
cost  being  $1,195.03. 

The  order  was  passed. 


HEARING   AT   THREE   O'CLOCK. 

A  hearing  was  giyen  on  petition  of  the  Holbrook, 
Cabot  &  Rollins  Corporation  for  an  estimate  of 
the  damages  caused  by  the  taking  of  land  on  Taylor 
street  by  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  for 
station  purposes. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Pillsbury,  of  84  State  street, 
appeared  for  Holbrook,  Cabot  &  Rollins  Corpora- 
tion, and  Mr.  John  L.  Hall,  of  60  State  street, 
for  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  stating 
that  they  agreed  that  if  the  City  Council  awarded 
the  nominal  damages  usually  asse.ssed  they  would 
be  satisfied  with  that  method  of  procedure,  with- 
out waiving  any  rights  on  either  side. 

Presidenf  ATTRIDGE— Both  parties  being 
satisfied,  the  hearing  is  now  closed  and  the  matter 
will  bo  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


FLAGPOLE,    STllANDWAY. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Mosscngcr  be  directed  to  cause  the  flagpole 
now  located  in  Andrews  square  to  be  removed 
and  located  in  the  Strandway,  where  the  Park 
Coniniissionors  see  fit;  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City 
Council,  Incidental  Expenses. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  KENNY. 


VACATIONS,    REGISTRY   OF   DEEDS 
OFFICE. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That, 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  the 
Register  of  Deeds  be  authorized  to  allow  a  vaca- 
tion of  three  weeks  annually,  without  loss  of  pay, 
to  all  employees  in  his  office;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk, 
Registry  of  Deeds. 

Parsed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.25  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  6.29  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  2,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  6,  of  Anton  S.  Veckert  to  be  a  Weigher 
of  Coal  and  William  Van  Artsen  to  be  a  Weigher  of 
Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery,  a  Weigher  of  Beef 
and  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Buckley  and  Kenny.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  tor  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  communication 
from  Justice  of  Municipal  Court  of  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict of  City  of  Boston  (referred  April  29),  for  in- 
crease in  salary  of  probation  ofiicer  for  wayward 
and  delinquent  children — recommending  the  pas- 
■  sage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  probation  officer 
for  wayward  and  delinquent  children,  of  the 
Municipal  Court  of  the  Roxbury  District  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  determined  by  the  justice  of 
said  court  at  the  rate  of  $1,800  per  annum, 
beginning  May  1,  1912,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
approved,  the  amount  so  paid  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  Municipal 
Court,  Roxbury  District. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  May. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following:  , 

(1)  Report  on  communication  from  Penal  In- 
stitutions Commissioner  (referred  to-day)  relative 
to  salary  of  Charles  Noll,  who  has  been  retired — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  pre- 
amble and  order: 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  dated  May  8, 
1912,   and  filed  herewith,  that  the  annual  salary 


of  Charles  Noll,  an  employee  of  the  House  of 
Correction,  retired  under  a  preamble  and  order 
passed  April  29,  1912,  was  $780,  at  the  date  of 
retirement,  instead  of  $720  as  stated  in  said 
preamble; 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  passed  by 
the  City  Council  and  approved  by  the  Mayor, 
May  1,  1912,  and  by  the  Governor,  May  3,  1912, 
retiring  Charles  Noll  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  4,59  of  the  Acts  of  1910,  as  provides  for 
an  annual  salary  of  $300  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
rescinded  and  the  annual  salar,y  to  be  paid  to  said 
Noll  under  said  retirement  order  is  fixed  at  $390 
per  annum,  to  date  from  May  3,  1912. 

Report  accepted;  preamble  and  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  transferring 
$7,250  from  appropriation  for  Playground  Irn- 
provements — that  the  order  oxight  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
City  Messenger  remove  flagpole  now  located  in 
Andrews  square  and  locate  same  in  Strandway — • 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  May  6)  for  side- 
walk on  both  sides  of  Wheatland  avenue,  between 
Washington  street  and  Kilton  street.  Ward  20 — ■ 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation from  Building  Commissioner  (referred 
May  6)  concerning  dilapidated  buildings  at  various 
locations^recommending  the  passage  of -the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
give  notice  in  writing  to  the  owners  of  the  dilap- 
idated buildings  located,  respectively,  at  48 
Yeoman  street.  Ward  17;  at  4-6  Adams  street, 
Ward  25;  in  the  rear  of  216-218  Hanover  street, 
Ward  6;  in  the  rear  of  300  North  Beacon  street. 
Ward  25;  on  the  southerly  side  of  Norway  street, 
between  Massachusetts  avenue  and  Bickerstaff 
street.  Ward  10;  and  at  105  Lawrence  avenue. 
Ward  20;  that  this  Board  will,  on  Monday,  May 
27,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  give  a  hearing  in  each 
case  on  the  question  of  adjudging  such  building 
a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood,  or  dangerous,  at 
which  time-  any  parties  interested  may  appear 
and  be  heard. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(6)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
to-day)  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment— recommending  that  permits  be  granted, 
viz.: 

John  P.  Manning,  Mechanics  Building,  May  30. 

M.  Hazel  Boone,  Intercolonial  Hall,  evening  of 
May  30. 

Frances  Granger-Smith,  Steinert  Hall,  evenings 
of  June  3  and  11. 

Mary  F.  Dowd,  Steinert  Hall,  evening  of  June  21. 

Mabelle  H.  Smith,  wardroom.  Ward  25,  on 
May  14. 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(7)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
to-day)  for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms — 
that  licenses  be  granted,  viz. : 

James  A.  Finley,  20  Franklin  street.  Ward  25. 

Louis  Segal,  11  Green  street.  Ward  8. 

Louis  Katz,  499  Main  street,  Ward  4. 

S.  J.  Diab,  743-745  Washington  street.  Ward  6. 

William  Slutzki,  173  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 

William  Slutzki,  236  Hanover  street.  Ward  6. 

Mrs.  J.  Silverstein,  285  Hanover  street.  Ward  6. 

G.  Mongardi,  16  North  square.  Ward  6. 

Rosenberg  &  Bovanick,  67  Atlantic  avenue, 
Ward  6. 

Moe  Cohen.  37  Fleet  street,  Ward  6. 

Henry  Siegel  Company,  660  Washington  street, 
Ward  7. 

S.  Robinson  &  Co.,  140  Eliot  street.  Ward  7. 

David  Pearlstein,  52  Shawmut  avenue.  Ward  7. 

Michael  S.  Rosenbaum,  59  Shawmut  avenue, 
Ward  7. 

Simon  Robinson,  295  Tremont  street.  Ward  7. 

Maurice  and  Joseph  Pearlstein,  86-88  Merrimac 
street.  Ward  8. 

Louis  Lefkovich,  138  Merrimac  street.  Ward  8. 

Benovitz  &  Sheinkopf,  150  Merrimac  street, 
Ward  8. 

A.  Lipkin,  31  Green  street.  Ward  8. 

David  and  Samuel  H.  Pearlstein,  129-133 
Staniford  street.  Ward  8. 

Max  Rosnov,  1060  Washington  street,  Ward  9. 
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Louis  Pearlstein,  226  Pleasant  street,  Ward  10. 

Suffolk  Loan  Company,  1904  Washington  street. 
Ward  17. 

Appleton  Hardware  Company,  50  Eliot  street, 
Ward  7. 

Myer  Goldman,  904  Washington  street,  Ward  7. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  6)  transferring  $500  from  appro- 
priation for  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for 
Mayor,  Office  Expenses,  for  the  convention  of 
post  office  clerks — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  think  this  is 
more  than  a  mere  matter  of  $500  for  a  convention. 
It  is  the  first  time  the  Mayor  has  asked  us  for  a 
sum  of  this  kind,  to  my  knowledge.  He  may  last 
year  have  asked  us  for  similar  sums,  but  they  were 
mostly  larger  sums,  where  it  was  necessary  to  take 
some  special  action.  I  think  myself  that  the 
Mayor's  office  ought  to  deal  with  this  question, 
that  every  time  a  convention  comes  to  town  we 
should  not  be  bothered  as  a  Council  by  the  que.stion 
whether  an  amount  of  $100,  $200,  $300,  $400  or 
$500  shall  be  appropriated  for  it.  I,  for  one,  do 
not  want  the  bother  of  that  in  the  future.  We 
have  given  the  Mayor  a  $50,000  contingent  fund, 
and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  abide  by  his  decision 
as  to  which  conventions  are  suitable  to  receive 
sums  of  money  from  that  fund.  I  am  going  to  vote 
against  this  because  I  believe  he  ought  not  to  ask 
us  to  so  decide  between  various  conventions.  If 
he  needs  more  money  in  order  to  handle  these 
various  conventions,  let  him  come  to  us  and  ask  for 
a  lump  sum.  It  is  only  because  of  that  that  I  am 
going  to  vote  against  this,  not  because  I  do  not 
want  to  help  out  the  postal  clerks  in  their  con- 
vention. It  is  a  most  worthy  convention  and  I 
certainly  want  to  have  the  city  do  itself  proud  in 
entertaining  them.  But  I  don't  think  it  is  right 
for  the  Ma.vor  to  come  to  us  for  these  small  sums, 
and  I  hope  he  will  not  do  it  in  the  future. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  take  substantially  the  same  ground.  I  am  not 
at  all  opposed  to  the  postal  clerks  having  a  proper 
appropriation  and  such  assistance  as  they  might 
fairly  expect  from  the  city  that  receives  them  as 
host  on  such  an  occasion,  in  entertaining  their 
guests.  But  we  have  laid  aside  $50,000,  I  think, 
for  this  very  purpose  or  for  like  purposes,  and  the 
expenditure  of  that  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor. 
Nobody  would  find  the  slightest  fault  with  the 
Mayor  for  giving  them  $500  for  this  purpose;  on 
the  contrary,  I  think  we  would  all  heartily  approve 
of  it.  But  it  seems  to  me  we  must  draw  the  line 
somewhere.  When  the  Mayor  comes  and  shows 
us  that  the  money  we  have  appropriated  for  such 
purposes  has  been  spent,  and  spent  properly,  we 
may  then  take  up  the  matter  of  giving  additional 
money.  But  until  that  happens,  when  he  has  the 
money  in  his  hands,  I  think  he  ought  to  spend  it 
without  coming  to  the  City  Council  for  special 
appropriations.  Therefore,  I  shall  vote  against 
this  order. 

The  order  was  rejected  (a  two-thirds  vote  being 
required  for  passage),  yeas  5,  nays  3. 

ifeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Hale,  Kenny,  Smith — 3. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  McDONALD  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  rejecting  the  order  calling  for  a  transfer  of 
$500  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  the  convention  of 
the  post  office  clerks.  If  that  motion  prevails,  I 
shall  move  that  the  matter  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Reconsideration  prevailed  and,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  McDONALD,  the  order  was  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
May  6)  relative  to  site  for  playground  in  Ward 
2,  East  Boston — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  communication  placed  on 
file. 

(10)  Report  on  resolves  (referred  April  29) 
protesting  against  the  incorporation  of  the  East 
Boston  Terminal  Company — that  said  resolves 
ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  the  passage  of  the  resolves. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
vote  in  favor  of  this,  because  I  am  a  good  deal  of 
a  single  taxer.  As  a  Commonwealth  we  have 
appropriated  $9,000,000  for  the  development  of 
the  East  Boston  Land  Company,  primarily.     The 


City  of  Boston  pays  $3,000,000  of  that  $9,000,000. 
That  seems  to  me  contribution  enough  by  the 
City  of  Boston  towards  the  development  of  these 
flats,  which  are  primarily  owned  by  one  group  of 
capitalists.  The  bill  before  the  Legislature  would 
call  for  the  building  of  a  railroad,  without  their 
paying  anything  to  the  city  for  the  privilege, 
crossing  two  main  thoroughfares  in  East  Boston, 
and  all  to  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  City 
Council,  in  a  way,  and  all  to  be  done  simply  for 
the  benefit  of  those  flats,  mainly  for  the  pocket- 
books  of  the  capitalists  to  whom  we  have  already 
given  $3,000,000.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is 
entirely  different  from  granting  a  right  of  way  to 
the  Boston  Elevated,  which  is  interested  in  carry- 
ing pa.ssengers  and  with  which  we  have  a  profit 
sharing  agreement.  The  city  is  to  get  nothing 
from  this  except  the  taxes;  we  have  no  profit 
sharing  agreement.  We  have  already  as  a  city 
given  $3,000,000  for  this  purpose,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  should  not  favor  the  Legislature  grant- 
ing the  right  to  this  new  railroad  to  further  develop 
the  land  of  this  company,  during  its  progress 
crossing  two  streets,  Bennington  street  and  Sara- 
toga street,  and  doing  it  without  any  action  on 
the  part  of  the  City  Council.  I,  therefore,  am 
against  the  bill  before  the  Legislature  and  in  favor 
of  these  resolutions. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  if  I  were  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  I  should  have  voted 
against  the  adoption  of  that  bill.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston  have  not 
been  safeguarded  in  this  legislation.  I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  have  it  understood  that  I  was  not 
in  favor  of  every  enterprise  that  would  result  in 
the  construction  of  manufacturing  plants,  and  the 
development  of  all  sections  of  the  city.  But  we 
have  now  had  this  matter  under  consideration  for 
a  week.  We  have  given  a  hearing  in  the  matter 
and  the  majority  of  the  Council  have  visited  East 
Boston  and  have  gone  over  the  proposed  location. 
I  fail  to  see  wherein  proper  legislation  cannot  be 
had,  either  now  or  later,  to  permit  this  corpora- 
tion to  develop  its  property  without  impairing  the 
rights  and  the  interests  of  the  people  of  East 
Boston,  as  would  be  done  by  this  bill.  Bennington 
street,  a  boulevard  that  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
$900,000,  is  going  to  be  crossed  by  a  trestle; 
Saratoga  street,  farther  to  the  south,  is  also  to  be 
crossed  by  a  trestle.  A  slice  of  Wood  Island  Park 
is  to  be  taken.  The  action  of  the  Legislature  in 
that  latter  respect  might  not  influence  me  to  a 
great  extent,  because  they  might,  if  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case  required  it,  take  a  little  strip  of 
land  there  bordering  on  the  park,  I  believe,  with- 
out impairing  the  park  itself.  But,  taking  the 
entire  matter  into  consideration,  when  you  con- 
sider the  fact  that  the  rights  of  the  people,  as 
represented  by  the  City  Council,  are  entirely 
wiped  out,  that  we  have  no  vote  or  veto  power  in 
connection  with  it,  no  right  to  say  what  streets 
shall  be  used  for  locations  or  what  rights  of  way 
granted  it  seems  to  me,  taking  everything  to- 
gether that  we  owe  it  to  the  people  of  Boston  to 
ask  that  the  bifl  be  rejected  by  the  Legislature. 
I  shall  so  vote. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be  by  a  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolves  were 
adopted,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING,   WARD    17. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  sum  of  $125,000  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
for  the  erection  of  a  municipal  building  on  the 
site  of  the  Vine  Street  Church,  so  called,  Ward  17; 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


RECREATION   PIER,   EAST   BOSTON. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of    constructing    a    two    deck    recreation    pier    in 
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Ward   2,  East  Boston,  providing  swimming  facil- 
ities   in  said  location,  and  submit  an  estimate  of 
cost  of  same  to  the  City  Council  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. 
Passed. 


STREET   IMPROVEMENTS,    BOSTON. 

Coim.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  favors  an  increased  expenditure  for  the 
improvement  of  streets  in  both  the  downtown  and 
out  of  town  districts  of  Boston,  and  it  strongly 
opposes  the  passage  of  Senate  Bill  No.  492,  because 
the  city  has  had  for  the  last  two  years  a  surplus 
applicable  to  street  improvements,  if  the  Mayor  had 
so  desired,  because  the  maintenance  of  the  debt 
limit  is  the  only  safeguard  to  the  stability  of  the 
tax  rate,  and  because  the  various  cities  of  the 
Commonwealth,  having  been  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature,  have  had  their  debt  limit  fixed  by  the 
same  authority,  and  the  question  of  increase 
should  not  therefore  be  decided  by  the  people 
of  the  respective  cities. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  perhaps  one 
word  of  explanation  is  necessary.  Senate  Bill  No. 
492  provides  for  the  expenditure  of  .$.500,000  out- 
side the  debt  limit  each  year  for  five  years  for  the 
construction  of  streets.  That  seems  to  me  thor- 
oughly vicious.  It  has  passed  the  Senate  and  is 
before  the  House,  and  probably  will  be  acted  upon 
this  coming  week.  It  is  thoroughly  vicious  for  the 
reason  that  if  we  do  not  keep  within  the  debt 
limit  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  the  tax 
rate  is  to  be.  It  is  our  only  safeguard  over  the 
tax  rate.  Since  I  have  been  a  member  here  we  have 
passed  only  one  loan  order  outside  the  debt  limit, 
and  that  was  for  Pleasant  street  and  was  after 
very  mature  deliberation.  It  does  not  seem  that 
we  can  pass  lightlj'  over  a  bill  that  calls  for  expendi- 
tures of  $2,500,000  outside  the  debt  limit.  We 
have  had  a  surplus  each  year  and  have  put  a  large 
part  of  that  into  streets.  We,  I  think,  as  a  Council, 
are  in  favor  of  continuing  that  policy;  but  I  do 
hope  that  this  Council  will  see  fit  to  join  in  this 
resolution,  because  it  concerns  something  that  lies 
at  the  very  root  of  our  financial  policy.  The  bill 
has  slipped  through  unnoticed  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  it  seems  to  me  if  we  are  going  to  take 
any  action  it  must  be  at  this  meeting.  Otherwise 
the  bill  will  go  through  the  House  without  our 
having  a  chance  to  enter  a  protest. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  agree  fiiUy 
with  what  Coun.  Smith  has  said,  and  I  think 
another  aspect  of  it  is  still  more  important.  That 
is,  it  interferes  with  the  principles  of  home  rule,  so 
far  as  it  is  possible  to  apply  home  rule  to  cities. 
It  is  a  very  clear  encroachment  of  that  principle, 
and  I  think  the  Legislature  should  keep  its  hands 
absolutely  off  a  thing  like  that.  I  hope  we  will  pass 
the  resolutions,  and  that  the  House  will  reject  the 
bill. 

The  resolutions  were  declared  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
ask  a.  reconsideration  of  the  reference  in  order  that 
we  may  act  upon  the  resolutions  to-day,  the  reason 
being  that  the  matter  will  come  up  in  the  Legis- 
lature before  our  next  meeting. 

The  reference  was  reconsidered,  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  passed. 


BATHING   ESTABLISHMENT,    NORTH 
BRIGHTON. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  ask  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners  to  locate  and 
maintain  a  bathing  establishment  on  the  Metro- 
politan Park  Reservation  on  the  Charles  river  at 
North  Brighton. 

Passed. 


NEW   LIGHTING   APPARATUS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the 
Council  any  information  regarding  the  installa- 
tion of  new  lighting  apparatus,  which  has  been 
furnished  him  by  the  Lamp  Department. 

Passed. 


ELEVATED  ENTRANCES,  DOVER  STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  use  all  his  influence  to  prevent  the 
erection  of  entrances  and  exits  at  the  corner  of 
Dover  and  Washington  streets,  according  to 
permission  granted  to  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way last  year. 

The  resolution  was  declared  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  would  move 
reconsideration  of  the  reference.  .lust  a  word  in. 
explanation,  because  some  of  the  members  may 
not  have  heard  the  reading  of  the  resolution. 
The  Mayor  is  commenting  freely  in  the  Press  and 
elsewhere  on  the  erection  of  exits  and  entrances 
on  Tremont  street  for  the  Cambridge  subway. 
If  there  is  one  word  of  sincerity  in  these  comments, 
he  can  take  up  now,  before  the  exits  and  entrances 
are  complete,  the  question  of  the  locations  at 
Dover  and  Washington  streets.  We  passed  last 
year  a  bill  giving  permission  to  the  Elevated  to 
build  a  new  station  at  that  important  crosstown 
thoroughfare,  and  those  exits  and  entrances  as 
planned  give  only  three  feet  for  the  public  at  that 
important  corner.  Now,  if  the  Mayor  is  sincere 
in  his  public  criticisms  of  the  act  of  the  Transit 
Commissioners  on  Tremont  street,  let  him  stand 
up  manfully  and  fight  against  the  location  of 
these  exits  and  entrances  as  planned  at  Washing- 
ton and  Dover  streets.  I  think  it  is  high  time  that 
we  ask  from  our  chief  executive  results,  and  not 
mere  words:  We  are  hearing  many  words  about 
Tremont  street;  let  us  see  some  results  obtained 
at  Dover  and  Washington  streets. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  that  referred  to  the  committee  to 
look  into.  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  it  now. 
I  think  we  ought  to  send  for  the  officials  and  see 
just  what  the  status  of  the  thing  is.  It  may  be 
we  will  agree  that  the  present  plans  outlined  by 
the  Elevated  are  entirely  proper  and  should  not 
be  defeated.  Therefore,  I  think,  in  justice  to  the 
Council,  that  the  matter  should  be  referred,  in 
order  that  we  may  look  into  it. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  withdraw  my  request  for  reconsideration  if  the 
Council  desire  more  time  to  look  into  the  matter, 
although  I  would  like  to  say  that  last  year  we 
took  this  matter  up  in  some  detail,  having  before 
ua  representatives  of  the  Elevated.  You  will 
remember  that  we  asked  President  Bancroft  of  the 
Elevated  to  submit  alternative  plans,  and  that  he 
very  curtly  and  I  think  with  improper  dignity, 
refused  to  give  us  any  alternative  plan.  But  if 
the  Council  desires  more  time  to  look  into  the 
matter,  I  shall  very  gladly  yield. 

Coun.  Smith's  motion  to  reconsider  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  resolution  stood  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


RIGHT   OF   WAY,    CLARENDON   HILLS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  Coun.  Coulthurst,  offered 
an  order — That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  as  to  the  rights  of  the  city  for 
right  of  way  over  the  railroad  at  Clarendon  Hills 
on  Metropolitan  avenue. 

Passed. 


LAYING  OUT  METROPOLITAN  AVENUE. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  Coun.  Coulthurst,  offered  an 
order — That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
submit  plans  and  make  estimate  as  to  cost  of 
laying  out  of  Metropolitan  avenue,  also  cost  of 
building  bridge  oyer  railroad  at  Clarendon  Hills. 
Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  tO-day,  hop- 
ing that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Uost. 


Adjourned,  at  6.59  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McDonald,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  20,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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Monday,  May  20,  1912. 
lirgular  mpctiriK  of  tho  City  Council,  hold  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
I'nsident  ATTRIDGE   in   the  chair,  and   all  the 
incnil)('r.s  present. 


APPOINTMENT.S    BY    THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council; 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body 
I  hereby  appoint: 

I..cwis  F.  Hamblen  (121  Florence  street.  Ward 
2.S),  Weigher  of  Coal,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1913. 

John  T.  Mathews  (.31  Bennett  street.  Ward  2.'5), 
Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw, 
for  the  term  ending  April  80,  101.3. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgeuald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body 
I  hereby  appoint  the  following-named  per.sons  Con- 
staljles  of  the  City  of  Boston,  connected  with 
official  positions  and  to  .serve  without  bonds,  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

John  McLaughlin  (12.5  Farrington  street,  Ward 
1),  Anthony  McNealy  (70  Forest  street.  Ward  17). 
Respectfull.v, 
John  F.  FiTZGER.\Ln,  M.ayor. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


PLANTING    OF    SHADE   TREES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1912. 
To  tho  City  Council: 

I  have  considered  j'our  order  passed  at  the 
meeting  of  April  S,  that  I  recommend  the  transfer 
of  $3,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be  used  for 
the  planting  and  care  of  shade  trees  on  Warren 
street,  Dudley  street,  from  Washington  street  to 
Columljia  road,  Walnut  aven\ie,  from  Warren 
street  to  Humboldt  avenue,  Columbus  avenile, 
Mt.  Pleasant  avenue  and  Eliot  square. 

The  City  Council  has  before  it  a  tax  order 
appropriating  $25,000  for  street  trees,  which  was 
recommended  by  me  at  the  meeting  of  April  1. 
Should  this  sum  be  appropriated  I  shouhl  be 
pleased  to  ask  the  Siiperintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  to  give  special  attention  to  the  needs  of 
the  streets  specified  in  your  order  of  April  8. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


COMPLETION    OF    WARD    8    BATHHOUSE. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
April  8,  an  order  was  passed  requesting  me  to 
originate  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the  Ward  8  Bathhouse.  I  need  not  remind  you 
that  a  loan  order  appropriating  $I.'j,000  for  this 
purpose  was  recommended  by  me  to  the  last  City 
Council  at  its  meeting  of  November  27,  1911,  and 
that  the  report  of  t\u-  Finance  Committee  that 
"it  ought  not  to  pass"  was  accepted  at  the  meet- 
ing of  January  20,  1912.  The  Council  stated  at 
the  time  that  its  members  approved  the  purpose 


of  the  order  but  did  not  approve  its  form,  believ- 
ing that  it  should  be  a  tax  appropriation  and  not 
an  appropriation  from  a  loan.  At  the  present 
time,  however,  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  depart- 
ment appropriations,  amounting  to  about  $650,000, 
in  the  debt  requirement,  amounting  to  about 
$239,000,  in  the  School  Committee  appropriation, 
amounting  to  about  $350,000,  and  in  the  special 
tax  appropriations  recommended  by  me,  amount- 
ing to  about  .$440,000,  one-third  of  which  sum 
has  been  appropriated  by  the  Council,  there  is 
very  little  margin  left  with  which  to  make  tax 
appropriations.  Either  future  improvements  must 
be  financed  from  loans  or  from  the  Reserve  Fund, 
or  the  City  Council  must  be  willing  to  accept  its 
share  of  the  responsibility  for  an  increased  tax  rate. 

Intimations  received  from  the  State  House  are 
to  the  effect  that  the  state  tax  will  be  larger  than 
last  year,  and  if  the  increase  should  amount  to 
$1,500,000,  as  estimated,  an  imexpected  burden 
of  $.500,000  will  be  thrown  upon  the  city.  In 
view  of  these  circumstances  I  believe  that  the 
City  Council  should  be  willing  to  modify  its  views, 
previously  expressed,  as  to  the  source  from  which 
this  necessary  addition  to  the  Ward  8  Bath- 
house appropriation  should  be  drawn. 

I    recommend,    therefore,    the    pa.ss.age    of    the 
accompanying   loan   order,    appropriating   $15,000 
additional  for  Gymnasium,  Ward  Building,  Ward  8. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars ($15,000)  additional  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Bath  Trustees  for  Gymnasium,  Ward  Building, 
Ward  8,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
Cit.v  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MONEY  FOR  MEMORIAL  BANDSTAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
April  16,  1912,  I  recommended  the  passage  of  an 
order  appropriating  $1,400  from  the  income  of  the 
Parkman  Fund  for  furnishings  for  the  memorial 
bandstand.  On  May  0,  1912,  the  Council  passed 
this  order  but  reduced  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation to  .$700. 

The  list  of  furnishings  submitted  with  my  mes- 
sage had  been  carefidly  made  up  after  consulta- 
tion between  the  architects  and  the  Music  Trustees 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  and 
included  only  those  objects  which  they  regarded 
as  necessary.  I  understand  that  the  Council  voted 
to  omit  the  platform  in  four  levels,  upon  which  the 
musicians  are  to  sit.  Such  platforms  are  found 
in  all  concert  halls  and  many  bandstands  where  a 
considerable  body  of  musicians  are  sitting.  By 
this  arrangement  the  conductor  is  given  a  better 
view  of  his  forces  and  secures  a  higher  degree  of 
control,  and  incidentally  the  effect  of  the  musicians 
seated  in  tiers  is  more  pleasing  to  the  audience. 
While  economy  is  always  praiseworthy  it  seems 
to  me  inappropriate  in  this  matter.  The  memorial 
to  Mr,  Parkman  should  be  complete  in  every 
respect,  and  as  it  is  desirable  that  the  cost  of  the 
stand  and  furnishings  should  be  defrayed  from  the 
same  fund  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  appropriating  the  sum  of  $700  from 
the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  for  Parkman 
Memorial  Bandstand  furnishings. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boi5ton, 
Public  Grounds  Department, 

May  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Ma.yor  of  Boston: 
Dear  ,Sir, — Inclosed  herewith  I  return  you  an 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  May  6,  1912, 
for  seven  hundred  dollars  (.$700),  to  be  appro- 
priated from  the  Parkman  Fund,  to  bo  expended 
for  the  Parkman  Memorial  Bandstand  furni.shings. 
This  amount  is  not  nearly  sufficient  to  cover  the 
cost  of  these  propo.sed  furnishings,  as  given  in 
estimates  presented  to  us  by  the  supervising  archi- 
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toots,     Messrs.     Derby,     Robinson     &  Slu'pard. 
Those  ostimatoa  nro  tlio  lowest  figures  tliiit  oould 
ho  obtained,  and  are  as  follows; 
Portable  wooden  platform  and  oondue- 
tor's  platform  (priec  including  paint- 
ing and  staining) $093  00 

()0  wood  seat  birch  chairs 300  00 

40  nuisician's  stands 200  00 

1  conductor's    stand     with     music 

rack 25  00 

IS  aluminum  holders 35  00 

1,000  aluminum  squares 98  00 

.'j;l,351   00 
Architect's  commission,  6  per  cent 81  06 

$1,432  OG 


As  the  amount  granted  May  6  is  not   adequate 
for  these  furnishings,  I  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  a  new  order  be  substituted  by  the  City 
Council,  commensurate  with  the  above  estimates. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
D.  H.  Shllivan,  Superintendent. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars 
($700)  additional  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the 
current  year,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Music  Trustees,  for  Parkman 
Memorial  Bandstand  furnishings. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


MONEY   FOR  SEWERAGE   WORKS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Confirming  his  opinion  that  a  large  sum  is  re- 
quired for  sewerage  works  this  year,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  has  submitted  letters  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  from  Mr. 
F.  ,T.  Kennedy,  together  with  reports  from  the 
division  engineers,  which  deal  with  conditions  in 
Ward  26.  I  transmit  these  commimications  as 
evidence  that  the  loan  order  appropriating  $300,000 
for  sewerage  works,  recommended  by  me  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  City  Council  and  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  should  be  passed  without 
delay. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  17,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

In  connection  with  the  proposed  loan  for  sewer- 
age works,  I  respectfully  refer  to  you  for  your 
consideration  inclosed  letter  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  with  report  of  the  Sewer 
and  Water  Division,  relative  to  sewerage  of  portions 
of  Ward  26. 

Respectfully, 

L.  K.  ROURKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Health  Department,  May  9,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  Health  has  visited 
portions  of  Ward  26,  recently  annexed  to  Boston, 
and  finds  premises  on  Chatfield  street,  between 
Readville  and  Regent  .streets,  for  about  3.50  feet; 
on  Buckingham  street  for  about  300  feet;  Madison 
street,  Wilton  street,  Fulton  street,  Margin  street, 
Readville  street.  Knight  street  (private  way), 
Norton  street,  Stoughton  avenue,  Hamilton  street 
and  Wood  avenue,  without  proper  drainage  and  in 
a  state  of  public  nuisance. 

The  Board  believes  that  nothing  short  of  public 
sewers  in  the.se  streets  would  be  worth  attempting 
to  satisfy  proper  sanitary  conditions,  and  it  there- 
fore respectfuU,y  advises  and  urges  that  public 
sewers  be  constructed  in  said  streets  as  early  as 
may  be  practicable.  , ' 

Yours  very  truly, 

S.  H.  Ddrgin,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  and  Water  Division,  May  15,  1912. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

I  return  you  herewith  letter  of  S.  H.  Durgin, 
chairman   of    the   Board    of   Health   in   regard   to 


sewerage  of  portions  of  Ward  26,  together  with  Mr. 
Murphy's  report  on  the  streets  mentioned.  The 
total  cstinuite  is  .$30,000  and  it  is  all  in  the  sewerage 
works  district,  therefore  I  have  no  money  for  it  at 
present.  In  my  last  letter  discussing  the  sewerage 
works  loan  I  mentioned  Hyde  Park  sewers  under 
the  head  of  petitions  with  an  estimate  of  $20,750. 
This  estimate  was  made  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Norris 
and  some  of  these  were  the  same  streets  as  men- 
tioned by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  others  were  not. 
If  we  adopt  the  schedule  of  the  Board  of  Health  my 
statements  of  May  3  should  be  increased  by  about 
$10,000.  I  recommend  that  this  matter  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Council  while  this  loan  is 
under  consideration. 

Yours  very  truly, 
E.  S.  Dorr, 
Chief  Engineer  Sewer  Service. 
Approved, 

F.  A.  McInnes, 

Division  Engineer. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  and  Water  Division,  May  10,  1912. 
Mr.  E.  S.  Dorr, 

Chief  Engineer  Sewer  Service: 
Dear  Sir, — Tlie  following  is  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  building  sanitary  sewers  in 
Ward  26,  Hyde  Park,  to  satisfy  the  request  from 
the  Board  of  Health,  as  per  attached  letter  dated 
May  9,  1912: 

1.  Chesterfield  street,  between  Read- 

ville and  Regent  streets: 
400  linear  feet  8-inch  pipe  at 

$2.50 $1,000  00 

2.  Buckingham  street: 

400  linear  feet  8-inch  pipe  at 
$2.50,  $1,000;  680  linear  feet 
12-inch  pipe  at  $2.50,  $1,700,      2,700  00 

3.  Madison  street: 

278   linear  feet  8-inch  pipe  at 

$2.35 653  30 

4.  Wilton  street: 

500  linear  feet  8-inch  pipe  at  $3,      1,500  00 

5.  Fulton  street: 

270  linear  feet  12-inch  pipe  at  $3,         810  00 

6.  Margin  street: 

510  linear  feetl2-inch  pipe  at  $3,      1,530  00 

7.  Readville  street: 

460  linear  feet  10-inch  pipe  at  $3,      1 ,380  00 

8.  Metropolitan  Park: 

290  linear  feet  10-ineh  pipe  at  $3, 
$870;  315  linear  feet  18-inch 
pipe  at  .$4.25,  $1,338.75 2,203  75 

9.  Knight  street : 

300  linear  feet  8-inch  pipe  at 

$3.50 1,050  00 

10.  Norton  street; 

260  linear  feet  15-inch  pipe  at 
$2.50,  $650;  350  linear  feet  12- 
inch  pipe  at  .$2,  $700 1,350  00 

11.  Stoughton  avenue: 

2,785    linear   feet    18-ineh   pipe 
from      Readville      street      to 
Vaughan     street     at     $2.50, 
$6,962.50; 
Vaughan  street: 

300  linear  feet  15-inch  pipe  at  $2, 
$600; 
Nelson  street: 

416  linear  feet   15-inch  pipe  at 
$2.50,  $1,040; 
Stoughton  avenue: 

390  linear  feet  10-inch  pipe  at 
$1.50,  $585;  870  linear  feet  8- 
inch  pipe  at  $1.50,  $1,305 10,492  50 

12.  Hamilton  street,   between   Milton 

street  and  Stanley  street: 
Outlet  in  Milton  street: 

285  linear  feet   18-inch  pipe  at 
$3.95,  $1,125.75; 
Sewer  in  Hamilton  street: 

090   linear   feet   8-inch   pipe   at 

$1.65,  $1,138.50 2,264  25 

13.  Wood  avenue: 

1,080  linear  feet  8-inch  pipe  at 

$3 3,240  00 

$30,178  80 

Respectfully, 

Edward  F.  Murphy, 

District  Engineer. 


MAY    20,    1912. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  17,  1912. 
To  tlic  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

In  connection  with  the  proposed  loan  for  sewer- 
age works,  I  respectfully  refer  to  you  for  such 
consideration  as  is  considered  proper  inclosed 
letter  from  Mr.  F.  ,1.  Kennedy,  with  attached 
report  of  the  .Sewer  and  Water  Division,  relative 
to  drainage  conditions  at  1281-1287  Hyde  Park 
avenue,   Hyde   Park. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  and  Water  Division,  May  14,  1912. 
Mr.  E.  S.  Dorr, 

Chief  Engineer  Sewer  Service: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  investigated  the  attached 
communication  from  F.  J.  Kennedy,  dated  April 
20,  1912,  with  reference  to  water  on  vacant  land 
in  the  rear  of  1281-1287  Hyde  Park  avenue.  Ward 
2G,  and  report  as  follows: 

The  vacant  land  in  question  is  situated  on  the 
corner  of  Folsom  and  Pine  streets  and  there  is  no 
question  but  what  it  is  a  nuisance  and  should  be 
taken  care  of.  Mr.  Kennedy  writes  that  all  of  the 
water  comes  from  the  city  streets,  but  I  would 
state  that  only  in  time  of  extreme  rainstorm  does 
any  water  get  to  his  land  from  the  public  streets. 

The  question  of  building  a  catch-basin  on  Pine 
street,  which,  by  the  way,  is  a  private  street, 
would  be  a  simple  matter,  provided  an  outlet  into 
the  house  sewer  would  be  allowed.  The  sewsr 
system  of  Hyde  Park,  however,  has  been  built  on 
the  basis  of  rigidly  excluding  all  storm  water,  and 
to  provide  an  outlet  for  the  proposed  catch-basin 
would  require,  approximately,  as  follows: 

535  linear    feet    2-foot    9-inch    circular 

concrete  conduit  at  $6 S3, 210  00 

500    linear    feet    24-inch    pipe    surface 

drain  at  $4 2,000  00 

330    linear    feet    15-inch    pipe    surface 

drain  at  $2 G60  00 

250    linear    feet    12-inch    pipe   surface 

drain  at  $2 500  00 

3  catch-basins  at  $100 300  00 

50  linear  feet  10-inch  pipe  catch-basin 

drain  at  $1 50  00 


$6,720  00 


The  above  amount  of  surface  drain  would  re- 
place the  old  stone  drain  and  pipe  .surface  drain  in 
Hyde  Park  avenue,  between  Mother  brook  and 
Dana  avenue,  and  would  not  only  relieve  the 
nuisance  in  the  rear  of  Kennedy's  .store,  but  pro- 
vide an  outlet  for  additional  basins  on  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  which  I  think  are  needed  very  badly. 

This  proposed  improvement  has  been  before  the 
town  authorities  previous  to  annexation,  but,  owing 
to  the  amount  of  mone.v  required  to  build  the 
necessary  structures,  it  has  been  put  off  from  time 
to  time. 

As  the  area  to  be  drained  is  not  within  the  limits 
of  the  Charles  river  drainage  area,  the  cost  will 
necessarily  be  charged  to  Sewerage  Works  Loan. 
Respectfully, 
Edward  F.  Murphy, 

District  Engineer. 
Approved: 

F.  a.  McInnes,  Division  Engineer. 
Approved: 

E.  S.  Dorr,  Chief  Engineer. 

April  20,  1912. 
Superintendent  of  Streets, 
Boston,  Mass.: 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Jordan  of  the  Board  of  Health 
called  the  representative  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  and  myself  to  his 
office  relative  to  water  standing  on  vacant  land  in 
the  rear  of  my  property  at  1281-1287  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  Hyde  Park,  saying  that  this  water  must  be 
drained  away. 

This  water  all  comes  from  the  streets  of  the  city 
and  about  half  of  the  water  which  collects  after  a 
heavy  rain  it*  on  Pine  street,  which  I  believe  is  an 
accepted  street  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Jordan  suggested  that  a  catch-basin  placed 
on  Pine  street  would  take  care  of  all  this  water  and 
gave  me  permission  to  use  his  name,  although  he 
stated  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 


H  one  of  your  inspectors  would  take  up  the 
matter,  I  should  be  pleased  to  meet  and  consider 
the  case  with  him. 

Yours  very  truly, 

F.  J.  Kennedy. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


COST   OF  FOOTBRIDGE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a 
footbridge  over  the  tracks  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  connecting  Green- 
wich park.  Ward  12,  with  Cumberland  street. 
Ward  10.  This  estimate  is  furnished  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  City  Council  contained  in  an  order 
passed  April  22,    1912. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  17,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

In  accordance  with  inclosed  order  of  the  City 
Council,  "That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
construction  of  a  footbridge  over  the  tracks  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  con- 
necting Greenwich  park,  Ward  12,  with  Cumber- 
land street.  Ward  10,"  you  are  respectfully 
informed  that  the  estimated  cost  of  construction  of 
a  bridge  similar  to  others  now  in  existence  over  the 
same  railroad  is  $10,000.  This  includes  all  neces- 
sary construction,  but  not  allowance  for  damages. 
Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROTJRKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


DORCHESTER  NORTH  BURIAL  GROUND. 

The  following  was  received:    . 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  December  18,  1911,  an  order 
was  passed  transferring  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
the  sum  of  .$9,000  for  Dorchester  North  Burial 
Ground.  Bids  were  recently  solicited  for  this  work, 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Cemetery 
Trustees,  in  a  letter  attached  hereto,  reports  that 
the  lowest  bid,  covering  the  wall,  gates  and  build- 
ing, amounts  to  $17,631.  The  work  of  grading 
and  of  laying  water  pipes  will  cost  $2,030  more. 
To  these  figures,  totaling  $19,661,  the  architect's 
fees  and  incidentals  must  be  added,  making  a  total 
of  $21,000,  or  $12,000  more  than  the  amount 
appropriated.  I  believe  that  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  have  visited  this  site  and  agree  that 
the  work  should  be  done. 

I    recommend,    therefore,    the     passage    of     the 
accompanying    order,     transferring     the    sum     of 
$12,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Dorchester  North  Burial  Ground. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Cemetery  Department,  May  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — In  response  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Leahy 
of  your  office,  following  the  conversation  held  with 
you  by  Chairman  Phipps,  I  beg  to  say  that  the 
bids  for  contemplated  work  at  Dorchester  North 
Burying  Ground  have  just  been  opened.  From 
these  figures  it  is  evident  that  the  cost  of  this 
improvement  will  amount  to  $17,631.  In  addi- 
tion, the  cost  of  piping  the  ground  for  water  and  the 
work  of  grading  will  amount  to  $2,030.  The 
principal  grading  will  be  done  on  the  Columbia 
road  side  of  the  cemetery  where  the  newly  acquired 
strip  of  land  is  located.  In  order  to  properly 
prepare  this  new  strip  for  cemetery  purposes  it 
will  be  necessary  to  retrench  it  to  a  depth  of  six 
feet,  and  the  grading  at  this  place  for  the  entire 
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louKlli  III  iIh'  ociiu'lory  will  bo  riuitc  t-xlcnaivt'. 
Tilt-  wiirU  will  be  completpd  by  setting  out  bushes 
and  (iiiiameiitul  shrubbery. 

From  the  above  fi(!uro8  we  anU<'ipate  that  the 
total  rost  of  the  work  will  amount  to  $19,GG1,  with 
arehiteet'a  fees  and  incidentals  making  a  grand 
total  of  $21,000. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Charles  E.  Phipps, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Cemetery. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
2(il  of  tlie  Ac-Is  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  bo  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars  (.'8;12,000)  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  £or  Dorchester  -North 
Burial  Ground. 
-    Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named : 

Claims. 
William     P.     Sheehan,     for     compensation     for 
damages  caused  by  backing  up  of  sewer  at  1492 
Columbia  road. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms, viz.: 

Morris  Ben,iamin,  G7  Eliot  street,  Ward  7. 

Samuel  I.  Rosenberg,  11  Green  street.  Ward  8. 

South  Boston  Loan  Companv,  209  Broadway, 
Ward  13. 

Jacob  Schneider,  ,5.5  Green  street,  Ward  8. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

F.  Lyman  Clark,  Laughton  Studio,  Pierce  Build- 
ing, May  18,  and  at  Denison  House  on  May  21. 

Harriett  Brackett,  Industrial  Hall  School,  North 
Bennet  street,  evening  .of  May  23. 

Alvin  E.  Dodd,  St.  John's  Hall,  May  21. 

E.  L.  Curran,  Jordan  Hall,  evening  of  May  24. 

Sarah  J.  Gallagher  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on 
Lauriat  avenue,  Ward  24. 


COAL   AND    COKE    LICENSES. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  herein- 
after named  parties  certifying  that  the  following- 
named  locations  were  used  for  the  storage  of  gas- 
olene, etc.,  and  of  intention  to  use  same  for  the 
ensuing  year,  viz.: 

George  E.  Ladd,  396  Cohumbus  avenue.  Ward  10. 

.1.  W.  Cosden  &  Co.,  246  Massachusetts  avenue. 

Forest    Hills    Cemetery    Corporation,     Morton 

Joseph  L.  Taylor,  893  South  street.  Ward  23. 
.loseph  A.  Staples,  798^  Tremont  street. 
K.  ,T.   Quinn    &  Co.   (Inc.),  481  Chelsea  street, 
Ward  1. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds : 

William  G.  Dolan,  Paul  R.  Gast,  William  H. 
Kelly,  Isaiah  Paine,  Jr. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILWAY   RELOCATION. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  giving  permission  to  the 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company  for  relocation 
of  tracks,  as  follows: 

Chelsea  street,  Charlestown,  384th  location. 


Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Seaver  street,  38,5th  loca- 
tion. 

Washington  street,  from  Kneeland  to  Dover 
streets,  386th  location. 

Placed  on  file  and  ordered  printed. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  fourteen  newsboys 
and  six  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


PAYMENT   OF   CONSTABLES'  SALARIES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That, 
until  otherwise  ordered,  the  President  of  the  City 
Council  be  authorized  to  approve,  in  behalf  of  the 
City  Council,  acting  as  County  Commissioners,  the 
vouchers  for  the  salary  of  any  constable  now  or 
hereafter  appointed  under  the  authority  of  section 
62  of  chapter  160  of  the  Revised  Laws,  or  any 
amendments  thereof, — provided  that  the  annual 
salary  of  such  constable  shall  have  previously  been 
approved  as  provided  by  law. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  . 


SIDEWALK   ORDERS. 

Conn.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  easterly  side  of  Walnut  avenue,  from 
Crawford  street  680  feet  southerly.  Ward  21,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
ad,joining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  side- 
walk along  Crawford  street,  westerly  side,  from 
Walnut  avenue  470  feet  southerly.  Ward  21,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  .5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts 
of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  Nos.   1  and  2,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  13  of  Clayton  Harvey  Parmelee,  Wil- 
liam C.  Herrick,  Mark  S.  Reinstein  and  Thomas  J. 
Donnellon  to  be  Constables  of  the  City  of  BciSton; 
the  last  named  to  serve  without  bonds,  being 
connected  with  an  official  position. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  13  of  George  F.  Ryan  and  Benjamin 
Franklin  Hartford,  to  be  Inspectors  of  Pressed 
or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw,  and  Adian  O'Gallagher 
and  James  Kinneally  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

■The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  S,  and  the  several  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


PLAYGROUND,    MT.   IDA. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  3,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  (.$.50,000)  from  the  appropriation 
for  Playground,  Ward  20,  to  an  appropriation,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners,  for  Playground,  Mt.  Ida 
section. 

On  May  G,  1912,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  p.assed,  j'eas  8,  nays  1. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  of  the  order. 


MAY    20,    1912. 
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Conn.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  now  that  this 
oixici'  is  up  for  second  reading  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  object  to  it  again,  for  the  last  time.  Last  year 
the  first  thing  we  did — and  therefore  I  presume  it 
was  the  most  pressing — was  to  appropriate  $50, 000 
for  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  That  was  intended  simply 
to  buy  a  small  breathing  place  at  the  top  of  Mt. 
Ida.  I  might  preface  my  remarks  b.v  saying  that 
the  top  of  Mt.  Ida  is  otherwise  known  as  Kelly 
Park.  Through  the  strong  backing  of  the  Press 
and  the  active  work  of  some  councilors  from  that 
end  of  the  town  the  ,$50,000  went  through.  This 
year  almost  the  first  thing  we  were  asked  to  do 
was  to  appropriate  $50,000  more  for  the  top  of 
Mt.  Ida,  the  excuse  being  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners had  bought  a  piece  of  land  part  way  down 
the  hill  to  protect  it  from  any  building,  and  that 
it  was  practicail.v  necessary  to  take  all  of  Mt. 
Ida  in  order  that  the  view  might  be  reserved. 
It  is  rumored  that  $50,000  more  will  be  asked  next 
year  for  this  same  purpose,  because  the  $100,000 
already  in  hantl  will  not  be  enough  to  purchase  all 
of  Mt.  Ida.  Of  course  we  are  getting  a  long  ways 
awa.v  from  the  request  of  the  Improvement  Society, 
which  was  simply  to  take  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  If 
$1.50,000  is  necessary  in  that  section,  it  is  not  to 
serve  as  a  playground;  it  is  simpl.v  to  protect  the 
view  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  If  that  is  the  real  purpose 
of  the  order,  wouldn't  it  be  cheaper  to  do  just 
what  we  have  done  in  the  North  End?  In  the 
North  End  we  did  not  buy  all  of  Copp's  Hill;  we 
simply  erected  a  structure  on  top  of  the  hill  which 
cost  $28,000,  so  as  to  get  above  the  buildings  and 
above  the  Elevated  and  so  that  the  women  and 
children  of  the  North  End  could  have  a  shelter 
and  would  also  be  able  to  see  the  harbor  and  the 
shipping  and  get  the  air.  If  that  is  the  real  inten- 
tion on  Mt.  Ida,  why  not  take  a  small  piece  of 
land  and  erect  a  structure  similar  to  the  one  at  the 
North  End,  which  would  cost  only  about  .$30,000. 
At  the  present  rate  we  are  going  it  would  be 
cheaper  to  build  a  tall  tower  than  to  purchase  all 
of  Mt.  Ida.  This  shows  the  utter  ridiculousness 
of  the  situation, — starting  in  to  have  a  playground 
at  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida,  a  thing  thc.v  never  did  on 
Parker  Hill.  On  Parker  Hill  they 'had  $60,000, 
and  the  Park  Commissioners  have  consistently 
condenmed  that  site  as  a  location  for  a  playground. 
Mt.  Ida  is  not  a  bit  better  suited  for  a  playground 
than  Parker  Hill,  and  we  have  appropriated 
$100,000,  not  to  make  a  pla.vground  up  there,  but 
in  order  that  we  might  take  the  whole  hill,  and  are 
faced  with  the  possibility,  the  strong  probability,  of 
having  to  appropriate  $50,000  more  next  year. 
Now,  rather  than  to  expend  all  this  nione.y  in  that 
one  section,  where  the  Improvement  Society  only 
asks  for  a  little  breathing  space,  wouldn't  it  be 
better  to  put  up  a  building  similar  to  the  one 
going  up  in  the  North  End,  which  would  co.st  about 
one-third  as  much  and  would  serve  exactly  the 
same  purpose.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  vote 
against  this  again,  not  because  I  am  against  a 
park  on  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida  similar  to  one  that  has 
been  asked  for  by  the  residents  of  the  section  but 
because  I  am  against  wasting  the  city's  money  to 
buy  the  whole  of  Mt.  Ida  when  we  have  ample 
opportunity  to  use  the  money  on  the  pla.vgrounds 
already  existing.  I  should  like  to  amend  the  order, 
if  po.ssible,  on  the  second  reading,  so  that  we  may 
appropriate  money  to  build  a  two-story  shelter, 
from  which  we  will  obtain  the  same  results  at  loss 
cost. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  last  .year  the 
Cit.v  Council  gave  this  matter  con.sideration,  and, 
as  the  result  of  an  order  which  I  introduced  and 
favored  very  strongly,  appropriated  $50,000  for 
this  purpose.  This  year,  through  the  instrujncn- 
tality  not  of  any  one  man  or  set  of  men  but  of  the 
disinterested  citizenship  of  the  entire  district,  we 
were  asked  for  an  additional  appropriation  at  a 
hearing  held  by  the  Park  Commissioners  and  the 
Mayor  in  the  old  Aldermanic  Chamber.  I  believe 
I  made  this  statement 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Does  the  gentleman 
yield? 

Coun.  COLIJNS— Certainly. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
ask  Coun.  Collins  exactly  what  the  people  of  that 
section  asked  for — whether  it  was  a  park  to  take 
in  practicall.v  all  of  Mt.  Ida  or  simply  a  breathing 
space  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida? 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  people  of 
that  section  wanted  the  entire  top  of  the  hill,  and 
practically  as  a  result  of  their  unanimous  request 
the  Mayor  sent  in  this  order,  which  was  acted  upon 


favorably  by  the  Council  at  a  previous  meeting. 
Now,  this  appropriation  is  not  favored  by  any  one 
person  or  several  persons.  It  is  favored  by  the 
thousands  of  people  living  in  the  Meeting  Hou.se 
Hill  section  of  the  city.  As  the  gentleman  should 
know,  that  district  of  Dorchester  has  grown  more 
rapidly  during  the  past  ten  years  than  an,v  other 
suburban  part  of  Bo.ston.  He  speaks  about  the 
Improvement  Society  asking  for  only  $50,000,  and 
.says  that  this  Council  should  be  content  with  only 
giving  them  that  amount  of  money. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  make  a  correction  in  the  statement  the  gentleman 
has  made. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Couu.  Collins  has  the 
floor.     Does  he  yield? 

Coun.  COLLINS — I  suppose  I  will  yield  to  a 
question,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  shall  put  it  in  the  form  of  a 
question.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  said  that  I  quoted  the  Improvement 
Society  as  asking  for  $50,000 — because  he  mis- 
understood me  if  he  understood  me  to  say  that. 
They  asked  for  less  than  that. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  if  the  gentle- 
man will  read  the  minutes  of  last  year's  City 
Council,  when  this  Council  appropriated  .$50,000, 
he  will  read  a  letter  which  was  submitted  by  Coun. 
Ballantyne,  and  offered  by  me  while  in  the  chair, 
setting  forth  the  reciuest  of  the  Improvement 
Society,  stating  that  $.50,000  was  needed  for  the 
purpose.  In  other  words,  instead  of  standing 
corrected,  I  am  very  glad  to  call  the  gentleman's 
attentioncto  a  mistake  of  his  own  concerning  the 
matter.  The  Meeting  House  Hill  Improvement 
Association  this  year,  I  undei-stand,  sent  letters 
to  the  various  members  of  the  Council  stating  that 
nmch  more  money  would  be  required  for  this 
purpose.     It  seems  to  me 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
ask  another  question. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  if  the  question 
will  illuminate  I  shall  be  glad  to  answer. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  simply  wish  to  ask  wh.y  the 
sum  needed  now  is  double  the  amount  originall.v 
asked  for  and  also  why  land  was  taken  not  on  the 
top  of  Mt.  Ida  but  part  way  down  Mt.  Ida. 

Coun.  COLLINS — If  the  gentleman  will  read  a 
letter  .sent  to  me  b.y  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commissioners,  and  in  the  records  of  last  week's 
meeting  of  the  Council,  he  will  find  an  adequate 
answer  to  the  question.  In  that  letter  the  chair- 
man of  the  Park  Commission  refers  to  a  playground 
as  well  as  a  park.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  that  .section  that  the  crest  of  the  hill,  covered  by 
trees  and  also  by  a  building  which  I  understand  they 
intend  to  use  as  a  rest,  will  answer  adequately 
the  purposes  of  the  park,  and  thc.v  purpose  to  use 
part  of  the  land,  down  towards  the  Cushing  School, 
for  playground  purposes.  It  seems  to  me  when  a 
di-strict  comes  forward  through  its  accredited 
representatives — such  gentlemen  as  Monsignor 
Ronan,  who  has  done  so  much  for  that  community, 
and  Judge  Churchill,  who  has  presided  over  the 
destinies  of  the  Dorchester  District  Court  for  over 
thirty  years,  as  well  as  typical  professional  and 
business  men  and  tradesmen  of  the  district — and 
says  that  this  is  absolutely  needed,  and  when  eight 
members  of  this  Council  likewise  agree  that  it  is 
needed,  the  Council  should  not,  unless  some  ade- 
quate reason  is  given,  reverse  its  po.sition.  Ac- 
cordingly I  am  sure  it  will  sustain  the  action  of  two 
weeks  ago  and  pass  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Before  passing  on  this  I  Ihink 
it  would  be  illuminating  to  the  Council  to  know 
exactly  who  is  sellinj;  tlie  land  for  this  park,  and 
whether  it  is  held  by  one  real  estate  man  or  several. 
There  seems  to  be  considerable  pressure  to  get 
this  thing  throug"h,  to  buy  practically  the  whole 
of  Mt.  Ida,  to  spend  $100,000,  perhaps  $150,000; 
and  it  does  seem  that  the  Covmcil  should  know 
exactly  who  is  selling  the  land  and  how  many  feet 
of  land  we  are  going  to  get  for  this  $100,000 — in 
other  words,  how  much  we  are  paying  a  square 
foot.  Intimations  have  come  to  me  from  re- 
sponsible sources,  from  men  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business,  that  this  amount  of  money  is  not 
needed  even  f,or  the  purposes  for  which  some 
people  are  asking  to  have  it  provided,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  interesting  to  hear  from  Coun.  Collins 
exactly  who  is  selling  the  land  and  the  price  at 
which  it  is  selling.  I  have  not  received  an  answer 
yet  as  to  why  they  bought  land  halfway  down 
Mt.  Ida  when  we  appropriated  money  for  the 
top  of  Mt.  Ida.  Certainly  the  view  cannot  be 
as  good  from  halfway  down  the  hill.  I  think  we 
are  passing  on  this  matter  rather  hastily.     I  think 
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tluTc  is  11  \or\'  Kooil  rciisoii  wliv  wc  should  not 
add  $.■>(), 000  inoro  to  the  *50,()0'0  already  Riven, 
and  that  is  that  the  plajcroiiuds  we  already  have 
arc  not  properly  developed.  Wc  have  before  us  a 
coniniunieation  from  the  Park  Coniniissioncrs 
asking  for  a  larftc  amount  of  money  to  be  spent 
in  furnishin);  instructors  for  the  playgrounds  wc 
already  have.  We  are  not  granting  that  amount 
of  money,  and  yet  we  are  rushing  on  to  give  $.'50,000 
more  for  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  Half  that  Bum 
would  furnish  the  playgrounds  of  this  city  with 
instructors.  They  ouglit  to  have  them,  they 
ought  to  have  more  apparatus,  they  ought  to  be 
fixed  up  properly.  Why,  wo  have  before  us  to-day 
a  sewer  loan,  part  of  which  is  intended  to  fill  in  a 
ditch,  and  make  a  proper  sewer  in  a  ditch  which 
goes  right  straight  across  one  of  the  city  play- 
grounds. It  is  an  open  sewer,  and  we  haven't 
granted  that  money  yet,  and  here  we  are  giving 
$50,000  more  to  Mt.  Ida.  We  had  better  make 
proper  sewers  for  our  playgrounds  before  we  put 
more  money  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida;  we  had  better 
give  instructors  to  our  city  playgrounds.  There 
is  not  an  improvement  society  or  a  public  body 
in  the  town  that  has  not  clamored  for  proper 
development  of  the  playgrounds  we  already  have. 
We  have  put  over  $5,000,000  in  our  playgrounds, 
entirely  separate  from  the  park  system,  and  to-day 
many  of  those  playgrounds  are  not  used  by  the 
children.  They  are  not  in  fit  condition  to  be  used 
by  the  children,  and  if  children  go  there  there  are 
not  proper  instrvictors  for  them.  To-day  they  ask 
for  $50,000  additional  for  Mt.  Ida.  We  gave 
them  what  they  asked  last  year;  why  double  the 
amount  this  year?  I  think  there  is  a  very  good 
reason  why  we  should  not  grant  the  $50,000. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  as  to  the  sale 
of  land  I  am  absolutely  in  ignorance.  If  the 
gentleman  has  any  information  that  will  throw 
light  on  this  matter  to  the  Council  I  shall  be  very 
pleased  to  have  him  give  it  to  the  Council.  Of 
course  I  conceive  our  duty  to  end  when  we  have 
appropriated  money  for  a  needed  public  iinprove- 
ment.  If  we  find  that  the  interests  of  a  locality 
demand  a  certain  improvement  of  this  kind,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Park  Commissioners  to  make 
investigations  and  to  make  awards  in  conjunction 
with  the  Street  Commissioners.  The  city  charter 
is  very  clear  that  no  more  than  25  per  cent  of  the 
assessed  valuation  during  the  preceding  three 
years  can  be  given  for  any  land  taken  for  public 
purposes.  I  also  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  within 
a  year  or  two,  unless  something  is  done,  this  entire 
land  will  be  covered  probably  with  three-fiat 
construction.  Clearly  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  sale  of  the  land  and  am  not  interested 
from  that  side;  but  I  am  in  favor  of  Something 
being  done  that  the  entire  community  believes 
ought  to  be  done.  That  position  I  have  tried  to 
voice  as  clearly  as  may  be. 

Coun.  SMITH— Of  course  if  Coun.  Collins  is 
ignorant  of  who  is  selling  this  land  to  the  city  and 
ignorant  of  the  value  and  the  price  at  which  it  would 
be  sold,  I  should  like  to  move  that  this  matter  be 
put  over  for  one  week,  in  order  that  I  may  get 
specific  information  to  furnish  to  the  Council.  If 
the  councilor  most  active  in  the  matter  is  ignorant 
of  the  subject,  certainly  the  Council  as  a  body 
wants  to  know  something  about  it.  It  is  barely 
possible  that  the  assessed  valuation  of  that  land 
has  been  raised  in  the  last  three  years.  This  thing 
has  been  in  the  air  for  more  than  three  years,  and 
they  may  have  raised  the  assessment,  in  which 
case  the  price  that  the  Park  Commissioners  would 
pay  would  be  largely  in  excess  of  the  actual  value 
of  the  land.  If  Coun.  Collins  has  no  knowl»dge 
of  the  price  that  would  be  charged  to  the  city,  in 
view  of  the  intimations  that  have  come  to  me  from 
real  estate  men,  I  should  like  to  have  the  matter 
laid  over  for  a  week  so  that  we  may  get  some 
information  about  it. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
has  made  a  statement  that  certain  prices  have 
been  asked  or  offered.  I  should  like  to  have  him 
furnish  some  information  in  regard  to  that.  Under 
the  circumstances  I  would  have  no  objection  to 
assignment  for  a  week,  to  give  the  gentleman  all 
the  time  he  wished  to  investigate  the  master  and 
to  report  to  the  Council. 

The  motion  to  assign  No.  3  for  one  week  was 
declared  lost.  Coun,  SMITH  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

No.  3  was  declared  assigned  for  one  week,  yeas  5, 
nays  4. 

Yeas — Coun.  Colling,  Cc>vlt>hvrpt|  Hale,  Kenny, 
Smith — 5. 


Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
McDonald — 4. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  KENNY  called  up, 
under  unfinished  business,  No.  4,  viz.: 

.  4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  ($50,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
and  added  to  the  appropriation  for  Playground, 
Mt.  Ida  section,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized, 
on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  May  6,  1912,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  1. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  and  final  read- 
ing and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  is  this  order 
subject  to  amendment? 

President  ATTRIDGE— This  order  is  not  sub- 
ject to  amendment.  It  is  also  an  order  emanating 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  it  is  a  great  pity 
that  it  is  not  subject  to  amendment,  so  that  we 
could  make  the  amount  $100,000,  because  then  we 
would  have  removed  from  this  body  the  question 
of  an  additional  $50,000  appropriation  next  year, 
which  I  understand  is  probable;  $50,000  will  not 
do  this  job.  It  will  make  $100,000  altogether, 
and  I  should  like  to  ask  the  councilor  who  is  most 
in  favor  of  this  whether  he  has  any  estimate  show- 
ing that  $100,000  is  the  necessary  amount?  Wc 
have  adopted  this  year  the  policy  of  not  appro- 
priating or  borrowing  money  unless  we  have  some 
idea  of  what  the  job  is  going  to  cost.  In  the  old 
days  they  did  not  give  a  hang  what  a  job  was  going 
to  cost.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the  Ward  8 
bathroom  on  Blossom  street,  I  don't  know  how 
many  piecemeal  appropriations  were  made,  but 
I  am  informed  that  the  amount  that  has  been 
spent  has  already  got  up  to  $115,000.  The  same 
has  been  true  of  other  things  during  our  term  of 
office.  If  we  appropriate  $50,000  more  for  Mt. 
Ida  we  do  not  know  whether  it  is  for  the  purpose 
of  buying  all  of  Mt.  Ida  or  whether  it  is  in  order 
to  take  land  at  the  top.  In  fact,  we  know  very 
little  about  the  whole  thing.  I  think  the  Council 
is  entitled  to  information  on  these  points,  and  I 
hope  that  Coun.  Collins,  who  probably  has  the 
information  at  his  finger  tips,  will  give  it  to  us. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  our  general  standpoint  on  this  matter 
of  park  or  playground  on  Mt.  Ida,  and  from  the 
standpoint  of  borrowing  money  for  the  purchase 
of  the  land,  has  been  really  settled  in  this  body. 
It  will  cost  approximately  $50,000,  as  I  understand 
it,  for  what  is  known  as  the  north  side  of  the  hill, 
which  it  is  purposed  to  obtain  under  this  order. 
As  the  councilor  well  knows  the  sixty-day  limit 
on  this  order  will  expire  on  May  24.  Every 
member  of  the  Council,  including  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken,  has  had  ample  opportunity 
to  investigate  it.  The  entire  cost  will  be  just 
about  $50,000,  as  I  understand  it. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  may  I  inquire 
how  many  feet  of  land  that  $50,000  will  cover, 
and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  laid  over  the 
transfer  of  $50,000  in  No.  3  on  the  calendar  for 
a  week,  whether  Coun.  Collins  cares  to  have  this 
rushed  through  to-day,  while  the  other  has  been 
laid  over? 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Council  must  to-day  take  affirmative 
action  on  this  matter  one  way  or  the  other,  because 
if  there  is  a  delay  of  a  week  it  becomes  a  law  by 
force  of  the  sixty  days  provision  of  the  charter. 
For  that  reason  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Council 
should  act  affirmatively  to-day  upon  this  order. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  if  we  do  not 
pass  upon  it  to-day  it  becomes  a  law,  just  the 
same  as  if  we  do  pass  upon  it.  We  have  already 
expressed  our  opinion  upon  it  once  by  giving  it 
its  first  reading,  and  we  have  laid  over  No.  3  for 
one  week.  Therefore,  I  can  see  no  necessity  for 
passing  this  to-day.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  on  that  point. 

President  ATTRIDGE — The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order.  For  the  benefit  of  the 
gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  (referring 
to  Coun.  Smith)  I  desire  to  say  that  at  the  end 
of  the  sixty-day  period  the  loan  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  if  not  acted  upon  by  the  Council  affirma- 
tively or  rejected,  becomes  a  law  of  its  own  force. 
That  is,  if  the  Council  does  not  act  on  this  to-day  I 
understand  that  it  will  at  the  end  of  the  sixty-day 
period  become  a  law.  That  is  according  to  the 
charter,  which  I  assume  that  the  gentleman 
understands. 
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Coun.  SMITH— Then,  Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  if  wc  do  not  act  on  it  to-day  it  becomes 
a  law  at  tlie  end  of  sixty  days.  So  it  is  consequently 
not  important  that  wc  should  act  upon  it  to-day. 
We  have  already  acted  on  it  once.  I  was  merely 
asking  for  your  opinion,   Mr.   President. 

President  ATTRIDGE— That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion,  councilor. 

Coun.  SMITH — And  I  was  asking  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair  on  that  point. 

President  ATTRIDGE— This  Council  has  the 
right  to  accept  or  reject  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — If  we  reject  it,  tt  does  not  become 
a  law;  if  we  don't  pass  on  it  at  all  it  does  become  a 
law.  So  if  we  do  not  pass  on  it  to-day  it  becomes  a 
law.     Am  I  correct  in  that  assumption? 

President  ATTRIDGE— Yes.  It  can,  of  course, 
be  rejected  b.v  the  Council,  if  it  .sees  fit  to  do  so. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
say  a  word  by  way  of  reply  to  the  question  asked 
b,y  the  councilor  from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Smith). 
It  is  nmch  better  for  the  Council,  if  it  is  going  to 
adopt  the  loan,  to  give  it  two  readings,  because  if 
it  becomes  operative  under  the  automatic  action 
of  the  charter  later  on,  when  the  City  Treasurer 
starts  in  to  negotiate  the  loan  it  raises  a  question, 
raises  a  cloud  on  the  title,  so  to  speak,  necessitates 
looking  up  the  records  and  satisfying  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  bonds  as  to  the  legality  of  the  votes 
taken.  There  being  only  one  vote,  other  questions 
are  raised.  Where  there  are  two  readings,  there  is 
not  that  question.  So  it  is  much  better,  if  the 
Council  is  going  to  take  affirmative  action,  to  take 
it  by  giving  two  readings. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  there  is  another 
feature  of  this  which  I  think  is  quite  important. 
When  the  Council  acts  I  think  it  ought  to  act  in  a 
way  that  shows  that  it  really  enjoys  action,  and  not 
as  if  it  were  holding  its  nose  and  taking  medicine. 
I  believe  in  acting  affirmatively,  without  sitting 
back  and  allowing  a  thing  to  become  a  law  without 
our  acting  one  way  or  the  other.  I  personally  am 
in  favor  of  this  and  am  going  to  so  vote,  and  I 
think  other  members  of  the  Council  feel  the  same 
way. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  8,  nays  1,  Coun.  SMITH  voting 
nay. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  COLLINS  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
whereby  the  Council  assigned  to  a  week  from  to-day 
No.  3  on  the  calendar.  My.  reason  for  reconsidera- 
tion is  as  follows;  Since  we  voted  to  take  a  recess 
and  to  go  into  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee the  Cit^  Auditor  has  been  called  and  thinks 
there  might  be  some  question  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  action  we  have  taken,  because  No.  4  on  the 
calendar  presupposes  the  existence  of  No.  3.  I 
have  told  the  gentleman  who  moved  assignment  of 
No.  3  that  I  should  move  reconsideration  of  the 
assignment,  and  I  understand  that  he  is  perfectly 
content  to  have  the  thing  reconsidered  and  threshed 
out  now. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  hope  recon- 
sideration will  not  prevail — not  because  I  want  to 
take  any  unfair  advantage  of  the  proponents  of 
this  measure.  When  I  asked  the  assignment  of 
No.  3  on  the  calendar,  I  had  no  idea  that  it  would 
influence  in  any  way  our  action  on  No.  4,  so  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  accused  of  any  sharp  practice  in  that 
respect.  I  have  consistently  opposed  any  expendi- 
ture of  this  money  on  Mt.  Ida  since  the  matter 
came  up  last  year.  I  then  favored  the  $25,000, 
which  was  all  they  asked  for.  But  they  have 
obtained  $50,000  and  now  come  in  and  want  $50,000 
more.  I  oppose  that  action  at  this  time,  not  because 
I  am  out  for  any  sharp  practice  on  the  No.  3  and 
No.  4  orders,  but  simply  because  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  proposition.  I  wanted  to  get  the  figures 
and  talk  them  over.  I  believe  the  Park  Com- 
missioners are  paying  too  much  for  the  land  there, 
and  it  is  because  I  believe  the  $50,000  additional 
is  not  needed  that  I  oppo.se  it.  There  was  laud  sold 
on  Park  street,  .Juliette  street  and  Percival  street 
b.y  Charles  H.  Baile.v,  to  Boyd  &  Berry,  land  at 
less  than  twenty-five  cents  a  foot,  and  those  streets 
are  developed  streets.  There  was  sold  on  Juliette 
street,  adjoining  this,  to  Mr.  Wight,  land  at  ten 
cents  a  foot.  The  estate  which  Coun.  Collins 
sa.vs  they  were  planning  to  take  with  this  $.50,000, 
that  being  the  amount  necessary  to  take  it,  com- 
prises 109,000  square  feet  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  It  is 
going  to  take  $.50,000  to  buy  that  land,  or  fifty 
cents  a  foot.  I  say,  taking  those  figures  on  their 
face,  that  we  should  investigate  this  matter  care- 
fully. Although  the  Park  Connnissioners  are 
liable  for  this  directly  I  do  not  propose  even  in- 


directly to  pass  by  my  vote  a  $50,000  appropriation 
on  top  of  the  $50,000  of  last  year,  when  the  amount 
is  not  really  needed,  and  when  we  are  in  danger  of 
paj'ing  double,  in  fact  quadruple,  the  amount 
for  which  land  in  that  immediate  vicinity  can  be 
bought.  These  are  facts  that  anybody  can  talk 
over  and  form  a  judgment  upon.  You  do  not 
have  to  talk  to  a  real  estate  broker  in  regard  to  the 
fact  that  on  Juliette  street  land  has  been  sold  to  Mr, 
Wight  at  ten  cents  a  foot,  while  we  are  proposing  to 
take  109,000  square  feet  and  pay  for  it  $.50,000,  or 
fifty  cents  a  square  foot.  I  think  we  ought  to  look 
into  this  matter  very  carefully.  Wc  certainl.v 
ought  to  delay  action  for  a  week.  I  am  not  asking 
for  delay  because  of  any  sharp  political  practice. 
I  asked  for  it  before  I  knew  of  No.  4  on  the  calendar, 
and  I  continue  to  ask  for  it. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  member 
opposite  has  referred  to  Juliette  street,  where  land 
can  be  had  for  10  cents  a  foot.  Juliette  street  is 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  not  on  Mt.  Ida.  I  happen 
to  know  that,  because  I  am  aware  of  a  transaction 
that  took  place  there  a  short  time  ago.  It  is  down 
below  the  hill. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
glad  that  the  gentleman  has  quoted  some  figures, 
because  I  have  some  here  which  may  throw  some 
light  on  the  question,  sent  to  me  by  the  Meeting 
House  Hill  Association.  The  estate  that  he  speaks 
of,  containing  109,809  square  feet,  belongs  to  the 
Carey  estate.  That  is  situated  at  the  very  top  of 
Mt.  Ida,  and  I,  would  inform  the  gentleman  that 
it  is  assessed  for  15  cents  a  square  fool,  making  a 
sum  total  of  $25,600.  Other  parcels  concerning 
which  the  Improvement  Society  has  spoken 
make  up  with  the  Carey  parcel  substantially  the 
.$50,000.  For  instance,  there  is  the  estate  of 
Charles  E.  Stratton,  trustee,  17,957  square  feet, 
assessed  at  $2,200,  or  12  cents  per  foot;  that  of 
the  heirs  of  William  H,  Homes,  18,009  square  feet, 
assessed  for  $2,200,  or  12  cents  per  foot;  that  of 
the  heirs  of  Thomas  F.  Temple,  18,195  square 
feet,  assessed  for  $2,200,  or  12  cents  per  square 
foot;  that  of  heirs  of  William  H.  Homes,  18,372 
square  feet,  assessed  for  $2,200,  or  12  cents  per 
square  foot;  heirs  of  William  H.  Homes,  18,371 
square  feet,  as.sessed  for  $2,200,  or  12  cents  per 
square  foot;  heirs  of  Samuel  G.  King,  18,500 
square  feet,  assessed  for  $2,(500,  or  14  cent  s  per  square 
foot;  estate  of  Thomas  F.  Reddy,  48,979  square 
feet,  assessed  for  $5,900,  or  12  cents  per  square 
foot;  the  Carey  estate,  of  which  I  have  just  spoken, 
109,809  square  feet,  assessed  for  $25,000,  or  15 
cents  per  square  foot;  another  parcel  of  Mr.  Carey, 
11,999  square  feet,  assessed  at  $3,600,  or  30  cents 
per  square  foot.  That  makes  up  a  sum  total  of 
$48,700;  and,  to  answer  the  question  asked  by 
the  gentleman  before  the  recess  as  to  the  number 
of  square  feet  to  be  taken,  the  number,  as  appears 
in  the  note  from  the  Improvement  Society,  is 
280,191  square  feet.  I  wish  to  say  in  closing  that 
the  jurisdiction  in  the  matter  of  taking  the  land 
rests  with  the  Park  Commissioners  and  the  Street 
Commissioners,  and  that  under  the  charter  not 
over  25  per  cent  of  the  valuation  for  the  preceding 
years  can  be  awarded.  If  anybody  is  then  ag- 
grieved he  can  go  before  a  jury  and  have  his  dam- 
ages assessed.  I  think  this  is  a  full  statement  of 
the  situation,  these  figures  being  submitted  to  me 
by  the  Improvement  Society. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  the  valuation 
assessed,  as  read  by  Coun.  Collins,  does  not  exceed 
in  any  case,  I  believe,  15  cents  a  foot.  He  says 
that  the  valuations  in  the  district  are  higher  than 
the  actual  assessment  figures.  Land  bought  on 
Park  street,  Juliette  street  and  Percival  street, 
by  Boyd  &  Berry,  from  Charles  H.  Bailey,  was 
bought  at  less  than  25  cents  a  foot.  None  of  this 
land  is  assessed  for  more  than  15  cents  a  foot.  In 
other  words,  we  are  going  to  pay,  say,  about  12  J- 
cents  a  foot  for  that  land,  presuming  everything  is 
square.  In  that  ease  $100,000  will  buy  800,000 
square  feet  of  land  on  Mt.  Ida.  If  those  figures 
are  incorrect,  I  beg  to  be  corrected.  Do  we,  as  a 
city,  no  matter  how  much  we  are  in  favor  of  a 
park  on  Mt.  Ida,  want  800,000  feet  of  land  for  it 
there?  I  am  not  against  this  proposition  in  moder- 
ation, but  I  am  distinctly  against  it  if  wc  are  to 
purchase  practically  the  whole  of  Mt.  Ida.  I 
don't  want  the  residents  of  the  section  or  the 
members  of  the  Council  to  think  that  I  am  stand- 
ing here  against  taking  the  top  of  Mt.  Ida.  I  was 
glad  last  year  to  vote  for  .$25,000  for  that  purpose. 
But  when  you  quadruple  the  sum  and  make  it 
$100,000 — which  means,  on  the  figures  given  b.v 
Coun.  Collins,  that  we  will  be  able  to  buy  800,000 
square  feet  of  land — I  think  it  is  time  for  us  to 
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cull  a  hall,  1  now  asU  tluil  tliis  measure  stand 
over  tt)  lu'xt  week,  just  as  I  iVid  early  ill  the  ineot- 
ing,  for  that  reason  anil  that  reason  only,  unci  not 
beeause  of  any  sliarp  praetioo. 

The  Conneil  voted  to  reconsider  assifinnient  of 
No.  .'i  on  the  eaU'ndar  to  the  next  meeting.  Conn. 
SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  na>s. 

The  Council  voted  to  reconsider  assignment  of 
No.  3  to  the  next  meeting,  yeas  G,  nays  1. 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley,  Col- 
lins, Kenny,  McDonald,  G. 

Nays — Coun.  Smith,  1. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  No.  3  on 
the  calendar. 

Coim.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  presume  it  is 
futile  to  talk  any  more  on  this  subject,  but  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  when  we  have  open  sewers  run- 
ning through  our  playgrounds  at  present,  when  we 
have  no  superintendents — for  instance,  down  in 
the  West  End,  there  is  not  one  superintendent  on 
the  Charlesbank  Playground;  when  we  have  play- 
grounds all  over  this  city  that  need  apparatus, 
superintendence,  improvements,  when  we  hfive 
already  appropriated  enough  money  to  buy  400,000 
square  feet  of  land  on  Mt.  Ida — it  is  time  to  call 
a  halt.  We  have  done  enough  for  that  section. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  giving  them  a  park  or  not 
giving  them  a  park.  It  is  a  question  of  buying 
the  whole  hill  or  giving  them  a  park.  I  trust  that 
the  Council  will  not  push  this  order  through  to-day. 
I  asked  that  it  be  put  over  till  next  week  and  the 
Council  gladly  agreed  to  it  early  in  the  session,  and 
I  trust,  in  justice  to  other  playgrounds  of  the  city 
that  need  the  money  more,  that  you  will  not  hurry 
this  matter  to  a  conclusion  to-day,  especially  when 
there  is  a  grave  question  whether  the  land  is  being 
bought  at  the  proper  price  or  not.  We  are  not 
depriving  the  people  of  that  section  a  park.  We 
are  granting  them  everything  they  asked  for  last 
year.  I  don't  understand  yet  why  the  Park  Com- 
missioners, with  the  $50,000  we  gave  them  last  year, 
bought  land  far  down  the  hill.  I  don't  understand 
yet  whether  we  are  giving  them  a  park  or  a  play- 
ground. Certainly  the  place  is  not  fitted  for  a 
playground.  I  trust  that  the  Council  will  not 
rush  the  thing  through  to  a  conclusion  to-day.  I 
hope  that  fhey  will  abide  by  their  decision  earlier 
in  the  meeting. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  we  ought  not  to 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  this  is  a  transfer,  that 
this  money  about  which  so  much  talk  is  being 
made  now  was  voted  a  year  ago.  The  $50,000 
that  the  gentleman  opposite  is  talking  about  was 
voted  a  year  ago.  This  is  a  transfer  of  that 
money.  I  was  quite  prepared  and  willing  that 
this  order  should  go  over  to  next  Monday,  simply 
because  the  gentleman  asked  for  it,  not  because 
I  thought  there  was  any  merit  in  his  asking  for  it 
at  all.  But  he  made  the  request,  and  I  was  quite 
willing  to  vote  to  grant  his  request.  It  seems  after 
further  investigation  into  the  matter  that  our 
failure  to  act  on  No.  3  on  the  calendar  is  going  to 
involve  No.  4,  for  No.  4  is  a  loan  of  $50,000  for  the 
Mt.  Ida  section,  to  be  added  to  the  loan  already 
made  for  the  Mt.  Ida  section.  If  there  isn't  any 
loan  for  the  Mt.  Ida  section,  there  is  nothing  to 
be  added  to.  In  order  to  obviate  that  difficulty 
that  may  arise  in  connection  with  the  issuance  of 
the  bonds  a,nd  make  the  title  clear,  I  am  going  to 
vote  for  this  transfer.  As  I  said  before,  I  voted 
for  the  assignment  because  he  asked  for  it,  but  I 
don't  think  there  is  any  merit  in  what  he  said  at  all. 
Furthermore,  as  far  as  the  Council  is  concerned, 
we  simply  provide  the  money.  The  responsi- 
bility rests  on  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners.  They,  and  not  we,  must  render 
the  accounting.  The  Mayor  asks  for  it,  and  we 
appropriate  the  money.  When  we  have  done  that 
we  have  done  our  duty. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  appreciate  the 
courtesy  of  Coun.  Kenny  earlier  in  the  meeting  in 
voting  to  put  the  order  over  to  next  week  simply 
because  I  asked  it.  I  hope  in  the  future  that  no 
inember  of  the  Council  will  ever  vote  on  that  basis 
simply  because  I  ask  for  it.  It  is  a  very  nice 
exhibition  of  courtesy,  but  unless  there  is  some 
inerit  in  the  request  I  hope  no  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil will  vote  in  that  way.  In  regard  to  this  fnatter 
the  excuse  is  made  that  it  lies  primarily  with  the 
Park  Commissioners.  That  is  merely  a  subter- 
fuge. The  thing  lies  primarily  with  the  people 
who  give  the  money  to  do  the  work.  We  threshed 
that  out  last  year  in  connection  with  the  Ward  19 
Playground.  The  same  argument  was  made  here 
by  the  same  gentlemen,  and  later  they  rescinded 
their  action  because  the  people  of  that  community 


made  it  perfectly  apparent  that  they  were  looking 
to  them,  that  that  matter  was  up  to  tlie  Council, 
just  as  this  matter  is  up  to  the  Council  to-day.  It 
is  a  subterfuge  to  talk  of  throwing  the  burden  on 
the  Park  Commissioners.  You  can  quote  the 
city  charter  until  you  are  black  in  the  face.  Every 
one  of  us  knows  the  terms  of  the  city  charter.  But 
in  appropriating  money  we  are  responsible  for  our 
action  and  we  cannot  get  away  from  it.  We  tried 
to  get  away  from  it  in  Ward  in,  but  the  people 
brought  us  squarely  back  to  our  duty.  I  hope  if 
the  thing  goes  through  to-day  that  any  gentleman 
having  proof  that  we  are  paying  too  much  for  land 
on  Mt.  Ida  will  bring  the  thing  squarely  where  it 
belongs.  We  can  throw  onto  every  department 
in  the  city  responsibility  for  administrative  acts; 
but  if  those  administrative  acts  are  dependent  on 
us  to  get  the  money  to  do  them,  we  are  responsible. 
I  think  in  this  matter  we  are  responsible  if  we  want 
to  buy  800,000  feet  of  land  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida  for  a 
playground  or  park.  ' 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  shall  always 
reserve  the  right  to  do  as  I  see  fit  when  I  ilm  pas- 
sing my  vote  here,  and  if  the  member  from  Ward  11 
(Coun.  Smith)  rises  and  makes  a  request  that  a 
matter  be  assigned  and  I  can  see  no  harm  in  the 
assignment,  I  shall  reserve  the  right  to  vote  that 
way,  although  there  is  no  promise  to  do  so.  We 
have  had  this  matter  threshed  out  beforehand. 
I  think  on  every  occasion  when  the  matter  has 
been  up  the  member  from  Ward  11  has  talked  on 
Mt.  Ida.  We  have  been  over  it  in  all  its  phases. 
This  is  a  transfer  of  money  voted  a  year  ago,  and 
he  now  takes  occasion  to  throw  mud  on  the  propo- 
sition of  having  a  park  or  playground  on  Mt.  Ida. 
From  the  very  inception  of  the  proposition  he  has 
been  against  it.  Away  back,  when  I  was  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  member  came 
in  here  and  debated  -every  afternoon  about  Mt. 
Ida,  and  he  has  never  lost  an  opportunity  to  stand 
on  the  floor  and  throw  mud  on  Mt.  Ida.  Then  he 
talks  about  Juliette  street.  Juliette  street  is  not  up 
on  Mt.  Ida.  As  you  go  up  Mt.  Ida  you  do  pass 
Juhette  street.  It  is  no  criterion  to  take  the  prices 
on  Juliette  street  and  compare  them  with  the  prices 
on  Mt.  Ida.  I  have  no  desire  to  extend  this 
debate,  but  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  we  are  transferring  an  amount  passed  a  year 
ago,  and  that,  in  order  to  make  good  No.  4  on  the 
calendar,  in  order  not  to  have  any  question  raised  as 
to  the  legality  of  order  No.  4,  we  are  now  passing 
on  order  No.  3. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  it  is  my  fixed 
policy  never  to  enter  into  a  quibble  with  Coun 
Kenny  or  to  get  into  personalities  with  him,  as  I 
am  often  tempted  to  do  because  of  his  personalities 
But  I  do  want  to  set  myself  right  on  the  record. 
Never  have  I  said  that  I  was  against  this  proposi- 
tion, never.  I  have  consistently,  from  the  very 
first  time  it  came  up  in  committee,  said  that  I  was 
in  favor  of  a  park  on  top  of  Mt.  Ida,  exactly  in  the 
form  in  which  the  Improvement  Society  asked  for 
it.  That  does  not  mean  that  I  am  in  favor  of  an 
excuse  for  squandering  money  to  buy  the  whole 
of  Mt.  Ida.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  park  on  Mt.  Ida;  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  buying  800,000  square  feet  and 
spending  $100,000  for  it,  buying  practically  all  of 
Mt.  Ida.  That  I  want  clearly  on  the  records.  I 
do  not  intend  to  enter  into  Coun.  Kenny's  usual 
personalities. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man has  had  about  sixty  days  to  investigate  these 
various  orders.  As  the  gentleman  on  my  right 
(Coun.  Kenny)  has  justly  said,  for  over  a  year-  the 
gentleman  opposing  this  has  been  talking  along 
these  lines  without  any  tangible  proof.  Since  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, acting  in  accordance  with  their  duties 
under  the  charter,  being  the  administrative  and 
executive  branches  of  the  government,  have  to 
pass  on  this  sort  of  thing,  it  is  something  foreign 
to  our  duty.  It  is  simply  for  us  to  give  what  is 
fair  and  right  to  that  locality. 

No.  3  on  the  calendar  was  given  its  second  and 
final  reading  and  passage,  yeas  7,  nays  1. 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Coulthurst,  Kenny,  McDonald — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Smith — 1. 


COST    OF   BUILDING,    DEER   ISLAND. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
missioner of  Penal  Institutions  be  requested  to 
furnish   to   the   Council,   through   his  Honor   the 
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Mayor,   an   estimate   of   tlie   cost   of   eonstructing 
a  new  building  at  Deer  Island  capable  of  aecommo- 
dating   fifty   prisoners,    the  same   to    be   used   for 
drug  fiends. 
Passed. 


FIVE-CENT   FARE,    HYDE   PARK. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  citizens  of  Hyde  Park  have  held 
a  mass  meeting  and  passed  resolutions  favoring 
a  5-cent  fare  to  and  from  that  section  to  Boston 
(city  proper) ;  and 

Whereas,  Hyde  Park  is  now  the  only  section 
of  the  City  of  Boston  wherein  the  5-cent  fare  does 
not  obtain;    therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
places  itself  on  record  as  favoring  a  5-ccnt  fare  for 
Hyde  Park. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
favors  the  passage  of  House  Bill  No.  2264  now 
pending  in  the  iVIassaehusctts  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Cleric  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  preambles  and  resolves  to  the  President 
of  the  Massachusetts  Senate. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of 
First  Parish  in  Dorchester  (referred  January  20) 
for  confirmation  of  title  to  real  estate  held  by  it — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  city,  for  a  nominal  consideration 
and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, to  execute  to  the  First  Parish  in  Dorchester 
a  deed  of  a  lot  of  land  on  Meeting  House  Hill 
in  the  Dorchester  District  of  Boston,  in  accordance 
with  chapter  282  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year 
1912. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  9. 


SEGREGATION    OF   DRUG    USERS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  sum  of 
.$100,000  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  at  Deer  Island  for  the  special 
purpose  of  acconmiodating  those  prisoners  addicted 
to  the  use  of  drugs,  and  that  to  meet  such  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  to  issue 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
ask  reconsideration  of  the  reference  just  made. 

Reconsideration  of  the  reference  prevailed. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  requested 
reconsideration  of  the  reference  simply  for  one 
purpose.  Last  year,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Prisons,  I  became  absolutely  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  some  separate  building  at  Deer 
Island  in  which  could  be  segregated  those  prisfiners 
addicted  to  the  use  of  drugs.  I  took  the  matter 
up  with  Commissioner  Gore  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  We  had  had  under  consideration  the 
combining  of  the  different  power  plants  at  Deer 
Island  in  one  new  power  station.  This  would  have 
permitted  some  of  the  old  buildings  to  have  been 
used  for  this  segregation  of  prisoners.  The  Finance 
Commission  and  the  Mayor  got  into  one  of  their 
characteristic  deadlocks  on  thissubject,  the  Finance 
Commission  holding  that  it  was  not  as  economi- 
cal to  have  one  power  plant  as  several,  I  believe, 
and  the  Mayor  contending,  and  I  believe  rightly, 
that  one  power  jjlant  would  in  a  very  short 
number  of  years  pay  for  itself  over  the  present 
bad  system  of  having  four  or  five  different  power 
plants.     If  the  order  allowing  one  power  plant  had 

Erevailed  we  could  then  have  used  one  of  the  old 
uildings  for  the  fifty  or  more  drug  fiends,  keeping 
them  away  from  the  general  body  of  the  prisoners. 
They  now  not  only  disturb  the  rest  of  the  prison- 
ers seriously  by  their  ravings,  which  can  be  heard, 
as  we  know,  through  the  entire  length  of  the 
buildings,  because  each  cell  opens  into  an  open 
corridor,  but  they  also  contaminate  the  rest  of  the 
prisoners   by   spreading   this   habit   among   them. 


The  matter  came  up  last  summer,  when  the  con- 
vention met  in  this  city,  and  it  went  through  our 
daily  papers  that  Deer  Island  was  in  a  horrible 
condition,  unlike  anything  else  in  the  country. 
We  did  not  wake  from  our  lethargy  on  the  subject 
then.  We  had  to  wait  aln)ost  a  year,  until  three 
officers  at  Deer  Island  have  been  removed  because 
of  the  snmggling  in  of  drugs.  It  does  seem  to  me 
it  is  time  (or  the  Council  to  act  on  this  measure. 
If  the  Mayor  and  Finance  Commission  cannot 
come  to  any  understanding  on  the  subject,  agree- 
ing to  have  one  power  statio'n  and  thereby  allowing 
the  use  of  one  of  the  old  buildings  for  the  drug 
fiends,  we  had  better  start  in  for  ourselves  and  have 
a  brand  new  building  to  acconunodate  these 
prisoners.  I  urge  that  this  matter  be  taken  up 
actively  by  the  committee.  I  have  put  in  a  re.solu- 
tion  asking  for  the  necessary  amount  of  money 
for  this  purpose.  Of  course  I  don't  wish  the  loan 
passed  until  we  know  how  much  money  is  needed. 
It  is  high  time  for  something  to  be  done.  There 
are  at  Deer  Island  men  and  boys,  sent  there  for  no 
other  reason  than  drunkenness,  who  are  initiated 
into  the  allurements  and  enticements  of  the  drug 
habits  by  other  prisoners  older  in  crime,  and  I 
think  it  is  time  that  something  should  be  done.  I 
hope  the  committee  will  pass  on  this  matter  in  the 
near  future. 

The   order   was   referred   to   the   Committee   on 
Finance. 


TRANSFER   FOR   MAYOR,    OFFICE 
EXPENSES. 

Coun.  McDonald  called  up  special  assign- 
ment. No.  5,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor, 
Office. Expenses,  etc. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  was  objected 
to  last  Monday  on  the  ground  that  the  Mayor 
should  take  this  amount  of  money  from  his  own 
fund  given  him  especially  for  this  purpose.  We 
give  the  Mayor  of  Bo.ston  $50,000  to  u.se  for  his 
office  expenses  and  for  such  conventions  as  come 
here.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  Council 
has  received  any  adequate  reason  why  this  $500 
cannot  be  taken  from  the  $50,000.  It  is  only  one 
one-hundredth  of  the  amount  we  give  him.  It  is 
certainly  strange  if  he  cannot  spare  one  one- 
hundredth  of  that  amoimt  for  a  convention  of  such 
large  size  as  this.  I  sincerely  hope  the  postal 
clerks  will  be  given  their  $500,  and  I  know  the 
large  majority  of  the  Council  agree  with  me, 
because  they  have  so  expressed  themselves  in 
committee,  that  the  sura  ought  to  come  from  the 
Mayor's  $50,000..  Why  it  does  not  come  from  that 
fund  I  don't  think  we  have  had  explained  here. 
If  gentlemen  interested  in  the  matter  can  explain 
it,  I  sfiall  be  glad  to  vote  for  the  order. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  at  the  last  meet- 
ing I  voted  against  this  order,  for  the  reason  given 
by  Coun.  Smith,  but  more  especially  for  this 
reason,  that  I  was  afraid  that  if  we  once  began  on 
this  sort  of  thing  we  would  be  establishing  a  very 
bad  precedent  and  wovikl  be  continually  bothered 
by  similar  requests.  I  think  my  argument  was  a 
sound  one,  if  it  had  had  the  facts  with  it;  but  since 
then  I  have  received  a  list  of  the  orders  which  we 
have  passed  during  the  past  two  years,  and  I  find 
that  we  have  already  done  this  very  thing  for  a 
great  many  other  different  organizations.  I  find 
that  we  have  passed  the  following  items:  $25,000 
for  the  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Ideal  Homes, 
$225  this  year  and  .$250  last  year;  Pilgrim  Publicity 
Association,  $1,500;  The  Canadian  Regiment  that 
was  entertained,  $1,200;  City  Planning,  ,$2,000; 
Ninth  Regiment,  $200;  Ninth  Volunteers,  $300; 
First  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  $300,  and  so  on. 
All  these  were  sums  of  money  appropriated  by 
the  City  Council  since  September,  1910.  In  view 
of  that,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  all  agree 
that  these  are  objects  for  which  money  should  go 
somehow,  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper  that  the  postal 
clerks  should  fall  between  the  devil  and  the  deep 
sea,  not  getting  any  money  because  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Council  are  at  loggerheads.  There- 
fore, I  shall  vote  for  this  order  to-day  and  then  I 
hope  that  the  Council  will  try  to  make  some  definite 
arrangement  with  the  Mayor  as  to  just  what  to 
do  witfi  all  these  appropriations. 
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CuuM.  SMII'll  Mr.  I'lvsidcnl,  I  lliiiik  (lie  list 
lluit  t'uuM.  lliilc  liiis  ri'iul  is  most  illiimiimtinK. 
lUil  my  own  fi-rliiiK  is  Uwit  wt  hsivc  Kot-  t"  bcK'" 
sonu'wiuTc.  I  think  wo  init?lit  amend  this  to  tiivor 
takiuj;  all  those  funds  from  our  reserve,  riiUier 
than  from  tlio  Ma.N'or.  Then,  wlierevcr  it  eanic 
to  a  (iviestion  of  deoidiiiK  as  to  an>'  partieidar  eon- 
vcntion,  he  would  not  have  to  judye  between  one 
convention  and  another.  As  long  as  we  arc  going 
to  foot  the  bills,  wliy  not  make  a  good  job  of  it 
now.      1  should  like  to  move  to  amend  it. 

President  ATTUIDGE— The  order  is  not  subject 
to  anienihnent,  being  in  the  form  of  a  transfer 
recommended  by  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  SMITH — Then  I  shall  vote  against  it, 
because  I  think  it  is  time  for  us  to  make'some  sort 
of  proper  beginning.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  the 
Mayor  sends  in  all  appropriations  for  this  purpose 
to  this  body.  If  he  seems  desirous  of  having  our 
opinion,  why  not  let  him  have  it,  rather  than 
bothering  his  office  with  what  he  says  is  a  very 
arduous  dntv? 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  last  week  I 
voted  in  favor  of  this  appropriation  because  I  was 
conversant  with  what  Coun.  Hale  has  just  set 
forth.  The  Mayor  of  this  city  can  transfer  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  with  the  consent  of  t)ie  auditor, 
for  this  or  any  other  purpose,  the  concurrent 
expense  of  a  department,  without  the  Council 
acting  on  it.  As  I  understand  it,  he  wants  the 
Council  to  take  some  of  the  responsibility  in 
matters  of  this  kind  and  will  not  spend  money 
aggregating  some  hundreds  of  dollars,  which 
amount  to  a  transfer  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  unless 
the  Council  acts  affirmatively.  We  have  done 
this  time  and  time  again  the  last  few  years.  As  a 
practical  matter,  the  only  effective  way  in  which 
these  people  can  get  this  money  for  their  con- 
vention is  by  securing  this  appropriation,  and  it 
seems  to  me,  as  the  gentleman  on  the  right  has 
rightly  said,  wrong  to  make  fish  of  one  and  flesh 
of  another,  unless  there  is  an  adequate  setting 
forth  of  the  reason.  Accordingly,  I  hope  the 
Council  will  pass  this  order  to-day  without  fail. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  when  the 
senior  member  from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Hale)  arose 
I  was  also  about  to  address  the  Chair  and  refer  to 
the  list  he  has  presented.  There  is  now,  of  course, 
no  occasion  for  me  to  do  so.  When  I  voted  on 
this  matter  last  Monday  I  had  an  impression — of 
course  due  to  my  own  carelessness — that  this 
money  should  properly  come  out  of  the  fund 
for  public  celebrations.  I  have  since  learned  that 
that  money  which  is  appropriated  for  public 
celebrations  is  in  a  class  by  itself.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Mayor  to  spend  that  for  anything 
other  than  public  celebrations.  This  list  which 
has  been  put  in  by  my  friend  from  Ward  11  states 
that  the  Council  has  already  gone  outside  and 
made,  special  appropriations  for  numerous  con- 
ventions and  organizations.  I  think,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  even  at  the  expense  of  being 
a  little  inconsistent,  I  should  feel  a  little  more 
inclined  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  proposition  this 
afternoon.  The  Mayor  has  $50,000  for  office 
expenses  and  for  such  entertainment  as  he  as 
Mayor  sees  fit  to  extend  to  guests  of  the  city.  I 
do  not  understand  that  he  is  in  the  habit  of  giving 
.as  much  as  .$500  to  any  organization  or  for  any 
purpose  out  of  that  ,$50,000  fund.  Larger  sums 
are  paid  by  special  appropriation.  Therefore  I 
think  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  this  order  as  it  now 
stands. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  why  not  call  a 
spade  a  spade?  What  actually  happens  with  the 
$50,000.  When  the  Mayor  approves  of  a  convention 
that  conies  to  town,  when  there  are  votes  in  it  for 
him,  when  there  is  anything  to  be  gained  by  him, 
he  spends  the  money  without  consulting  this  body 
in  the  slightest  degree.  That  is  the  actual  fact. 
Look  over  the  bills  and  you  will  find  plenty  of 
bodies  that  he  has  helped  without  consulting  us. 
But  when  some  convention  is  asking  money  from 
which  he  expects  no  vote  for  him,  or  when  it  is 
somebody  antagonistic  to  him,  or  when  he  is  in 
doubt  whether  to  favor  them  or  not,  he  throws 
the  burden  on  the  Council  by  asliing  us  for  the 
money.  That  is  the  actual  fact.  There  is  no 
need  of  glossing  it  over.  Now,  why  not  have  him 
in  the  future  expend  all  the  money  appropriated 
by  the  city  for  conventions,  or  have  the  Council 
spend  all  the  money?  Why  not  adopt  cither  one 
of  the.se  policies,  instead  of  the  half-hearted,  double 
jointed  way  of  doing  things  that  we  see  now?  The 
postal  clerks'  convention  does  not  come  until 
September.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  will 
get  the  money,  as  all  of  us  are  in  favor  of  it.     The 


onl.v  question  is  whether  they  will  got  it  this  week 
or  some  time  later.  Let  us  begin  at  the  beginning. 
Let  us  tell  the  Mayor  that  if  he  wants  us  to  wash 
all  his  clothes  wo  will  wash  them,  but  that  if  he 
wants  us  to  wash  only  part  of  them,  he  had  better 
wash  the  whole  lot  himself. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  1.     Coun. 
SMITH  voting  nay. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  April  1)  for  $20,000  for  Wendell 
Phillips  monument — that  the  order  ought  not  to 
pass  without  prejudice. 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report. 

Coun  KENNY — Mr.  President,  in  order  that 
the  position  of  the  Council  may  be  vmderstood  in 
this  matter,  I  should  like  to  say  this,  that  we  are 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  project  itself.  We  feel 
that  the  City  of  Boston  is  only  honoring  itself  in 
honoring  the  memory  of  Wendell  Phillips.  He 
was  a  Boston  man,  a  man  distinctively  associated 
with  Boston.  You  cannot  write  the  history  of 
Boston  for  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century 
without  giving  Wendell  Phillips  a  very  prominent 
part.  So  we  are  heartily  in  favor  of  a  monument 
to  Wendell  Phillips.  But  we  believe  the  City  of 
Boston  should  pay  for  it.  We  do  not  want  to 
honor  Phillip's'  memory  by  going  out  and  borrow- 
ing money  for  the  monument.  We  believe  the 
City  of  Boston  should  pay  for  it  directly  out  of 
taxes.  I  would  say  that  I  have  had  a  conference 
with  the  Mayor  upon  this  matter  this  afternoon 
and  that  the  view  I  have  expressed  is  quite  in 
line  with  his  personal  attitude.  He  is  quite  in 
favor  of  such  action,  and  he  will  later  on,  if  he 
finds  that  the  money  for  "such  a  monument  can  be 
taken  from  taxes,  make  a  request  of  the  City 
Council  to  that  effect. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  rejected 
without  prejudice. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HALE,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  communication  from  Metropolitan 
Plan  Commission  (referred  February  16)  relative 
to  plan  for  the  Metropolitan  District — ^that  the 
same  be  placed  on  file  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  communication  placed  on  file. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  last  year)  for 
amendment  to  ordinances  providing  that  when  a 
pole  is  removed  from  any  public  street  50  feet  wide 
or  over,  outside  the  business  district,  a  shade  tree 
be  planted  in  said  location  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Grounds — that  no  further  action  is 
necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  April  16)  raising  salary  of  chairman  of 
Board  of  Health  to  $5,000,  and  of  Superintendent 
of  Printing  to  $4,000— that  the  ordinance  ought 
to  pass. 

"The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report  and 
passing  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  sfty  just  a  word  in  reference  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Health.  It  gives  me  very  great 
pleasure  to  vote  for  the  amendment  to  the  ordi- 
nances so  far  as  it  applies  to  that  office,  and  I  have  no 
objections  in  the  other  case.  The  present  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  Dr.  Durgin,  has  served  the 
City  of  Boston  for  forty-five  years.  For  a  great 
many  of  these  years  he  served  for  a  very  small 
salary.  He  is  a  man  who  has  devoted  his  entire 
life,  you  might  say,  to  the  city,  and  has  acquired  no 
means  to  support  himself  in  his  declining  years;  a 
man  who  stands  so  high  in  his  profession  that  he 
might  have  made  a  large  fortime  had  he  given  his 
life  to  his  profession  instead  of  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
■The  only  regret  I  have  to-day  is  this  that  the  City 
of  Boston  has  not  seen  fit  to  increase  this  salary 
to  a  very  much  larger  sum  than  $5,000.  Dr. 
Durgin  is  about  to  retire  from  office  after  serving 
forty-five  years,  and  now,  when  he  has  reached  the 
age  of  nearly  seventy-five,  all  he  will  have  to  live 
upon  the  remainder  of  his  life  will  be  a  paltry  $2,500 
a  year.  I  say  that  the  City  of  Boston  owes  more 
than  that  to  Dr.  Durgin.  However,  he  is  satisfied 
with  this  increase,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  tlirough  this 
Board  unanimousl.v.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  cop.v  of 
the    "  Boston   Medical    and    Surgical   Journal "   of 
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May  IG,  the  editorial  columns  of  which  contain 
some  lines  which  I  should  like  to  have  placed  upon 
the  records  of  this  meeting. 

"RETIREMENT   OF   DOCTOR   DURGIN. 

"It  is  announced  that  after  an  unbroken  service 
of  forty  years  as  chairman  of  the  Boston  Board  of 
Health,  Dr.  Samuel  Holmes  Durgin  is  soon  to 
retire  from  his  official  position.  This  period  of 
service  is  for  several  reasons  remarkable.  Not 
only  does  it  represent  a  notable  record  of  indi- 
vidual duty  faithfully  and  effectively  performed, 
but  it  has  practically  coincided  with  the  entire 
development  of  the  modern  sciences  of  public 
hygiene,  municipal  sanitation  and  preventive 
medicine. 

"The  duration  of  Doctor  Durgin's  service  to 
this  community,  however,  is  even  longer  than  his 
chairmanship  of  the  Board  of  Health.  It  was  in 
1867,  three  years  after  his  graduation  from  the 
Harvard  Medical  School,  that  he  was  appointed 
port  physician  and  resident  physician  at  Deer 
Island.  In  this  position  he  first  gave  evidence  of 
his  administrative  and  constructive  ability,  and 
laid  the  foundations  upon  which  has  been  de- 
veloped the  admirable  system  of  medical  inspec- 
tion and  quarantine  that  now  prevails  in  the  port 
of  Boston. 

-  In  .January,  1873,  at  a  time  when  smallpox  was 
extensively  epidemic  in  this  city,  the  Boston 
Board  of  Health  was  established.  On  account  of 
his  already  demonstrated  efficiency  as  a  physician, 
a  sanitarian  and  a  public  servant,  Doctor  Durgin 
was  appointed  first  chairman  of'  the  new  Board, 
and  has  held  that  post  with  distinction  continu- 
ously to  the  present  day. 

"When  he  began  his  service  the  knowledge  of 
the  bacterial  etiology  of  disease  was  of  recent  dis- 
covery, the  science  of  bacteriology  was  in  its 
infancy  and  its  practical  application  to  the  prob- 
lems of  surgery  and  of  public  health  was  yet  to 
be  developed.  Throughout  his  career  Doctor 
Durgin  has  been  always  governed  by  a  wise  pro- 
gressiveness  tempered  with  moderate  conservatism. 
He  has  been  ever  prompt  to  adopt  new  measures 
of  proved  value,  ready  to  apply  experiment  in  the 
test  of  theory,  but  with  excellent  judgment  in  the 
avoidance  of  inexpedient  innovation. 

"Cleanliness  and  vigilance  have  been  the  con- 
sistent watchwords  of  his  administration,  and 
upon  these,  after  all,  hang  the  success  of  public 
hygiene  and  sanitation.  To  their  persistent  ob- 
servation and  enforcement  has  been  due  in  no 
small  measure  the  harmonious  and  steady  advance 
of  our  city. 

"The  credit  for  this  achievement  belongs,  of 
course,  to  no  one  man.  There  have  been  many 
worthy  laborers  in  the  field.  For  his  share,  how- 
ever. Doctor  Durgin  deserves  full  measure  of 
praise.  He  has  stood  always  for  rational  progress, 
for  what  he  knew  to  be  right,  and  has  maintained 
the  ideals  of  the  medical  profession,  sometimes 
in  the  face  of  opposition  and  under  stress  of 
political  pressure.  In  his  dealings  with  the  public 
he  has  been  honest,  temperate,  never  an  alarmist, 
always  sane  and  reliable.  He  has  shown  at  once 
the  qualities  of  judicious  leadership  and  of  un- 
swerving fidelity  and  devotion  in  service.  In  his 
retirement  to  other  and  less  arduous  activity  he 
will  be  followed  by  the  .sincere  goodwill  and  cordial 
gratitude  of  our  profession,  both  for  the  record  of 
accomplishment  and  for  the  example  of  his  service 
to  the  community. 

"The  selection  of  a  successor  to  Doctor  Durgin 
is  a  problem  of  great  difficulty  and  importance. 
One  competent  to  fill  this  office  should  be  a  man 
of  large  experience,  technical  ability,  and  rare  per- 
sonal qualifications  of  character.  Such  a  laborer 
is  worthy  of  his  hire.  For  such  a  man  proper 
conditions  and  proper  provision  nmst  be  afforded, 
that,  when  foimd,  he  may  be  persuaded  to  take  the 
office,  ami  glad  to  keep  it.  The  ideal  arrangement 
would  doubtless  be  a  department  with  a  single 
commissioner  at  its  head,  power  and  responsibility 
going  hand  in  hand  in  equal  measure." 

Report   accepted;   ordinance   passed. 

(4)  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  February  2(1) 
relative  to  gauges  of  liquid  measures — recommend- 
ing passage  of  the  following: 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Twelve. 

An    Ordinance    Relative    to    Gauges    of    Liquid 

Measures. 
'  Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

The  Mayor  shall  appoint  annually,  subject  to 
confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  three  or  more 


persons,  who  shall  be  sworn,  to  be  Gaugers  of 
Liquid  Measures,  at  least  one  of  whom  shall  be  a 
deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  or  a  person 
not  engaged  or  employed  in  any  business  involving 
the  manufacture  or  use  of  said  measures,  said 
gaugers  to  be  paid  by  fees,  the  regulation  of  fees 
to  be  made  by  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  as  authorizing 
any  additional  expenditure  by  the  city  for  the 
performance  or  enforcement  of  this  ordinance. 

Reijort  accepted;  ordinance  passed. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred April  29)  for  additional  appropriation  of 
.mOS.OOO  for  Police  and  Fire  Departments  ($103,000, 
Police  Department;  .102,000,  Fire  Department) — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report  and 
pas.sing  the  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  order 
before  us  concerns  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments. 
That  portion  which  refers  to  t^he  I^olicc  Department 
contemplates  an  expencttttTreTor  tin-  li;ilance  of  the 
year  of  $103,000.  Your  Committee  un  Appropria- 
tions has  gone  into  this  matter  carefully,  has  had 
before  it  the  Police  Commissioner,  Mr.  O'Mcara, 
and  after  deliberation  has  concluded  that  tliis 
amount  of  money  at  least,  $103,000,  should  be 
appropriated  for  the  Police  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  salaries.  Your  committee, 
however,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  manner  of 
fixing  salaries.  That  is  to  say,  your  committee 
cannot  say  that  a  patrolman  should  get  so  much 
and  a  sergeant  .so  nmch.  Under  the  law  of  1900, 
which  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  the  Police 
Commissioner  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  have 
eoiicurrent  jurisdiction  in  that  matter,  and  all  we 
can  tlo  is  to  furnish  the  money.  Your  committee 
after  a  great  deal  of  thought  has  believed  unani- 
mously that  the  Police  Department  should  receive 
at  least  this  amount  of  money.  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  our  Police  Department  is  second  to  none 
in  the  country  from  the  standpoint  of  discipline 
and  efficiency.  It  seems  that  in  these  days,  when 
the  increases  of  salaries  of  officials,  whether  they 
be  in  private  or  public  capacities,  has  been  nation- 
wide, that  a  department  that  has  not  received  an 
increase  for  the  rank  and  file  since  1885  should  at 
this  time  receive  it,  and  we  believe  that  the  city's 
finances  merit  it.  Wherefore  we  are  unanimously 
in  favor  of  and  I  cheerfully  champion  this  increase 
of  $103,000  for  the  Police  Department.  Eighteen 
thousand  dollars  of  this  is  for  the  employment  of 
additional  men  in  the  suburbs,  and  with  that  we  are 
in  hearty  accord,  because  it  is  common  knowledge 
that  the  suburban  sections  of  Boston  have  not  been 
properly  policed  for  a  great  many  years,  and  this 
is  a  step  in  that  direction.  The  second  order  is 
that  for  the  firemen,  contemplating  an  expenditure 
of  .$02,000  for  the  Fire  Department.  The  members 
of  this  department  since  1888  have  received  no 
increase  in  salary.  We  cannot  fix  under  the  city 
charter  what  privates  or  lieutenants  should  receive. 
As  in  the  case  of  the  Police  Department,  all  we 
can  do  is  to  say  whether  or  not  we  favor  giving 
the  Fire  Department  this  amount  of  money, 
namely,  $62,000 — for  inerea.se  in  salaries.  We 
are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  $02,000 
should  be  given  the  Fire  Department  for  this 
purpose.  Commissioner  Cole  was  unable  to  be 
present  before  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
liaving  gone  on  official  business  elsewhere  when  we 
had  our  meeting  Friday  night,  but  since  that 
time  I  have  conferred  with  him  and  he  tells  me 
that  he  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  order  which  has 
been  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. During  the  past  twenty-five  years 
the  cost  of  living  has  increa.sed,  and  I  believe 
the  efficiency  of  our  Fire  Department  has  increased. 
I  regret,  however,  that  in  the  order  which  has 
come  to  us  from  the  Mayor  there  is  not,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Police  Department,  an  appropriation  con- 
templating an  addition  of  men  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. Such  an  addition  that  department  sadly 
needs.  But  since  that  type  of  order  nnist  emanate 
from  the  Mayor,  all  we  can  do  is  to  accept  his 
proposition.  This  we  cheerfully  do  by  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  order  contemplating  the 
expenditure  of  $02,000  for  the  Fire  Department. 
We  hope  and  predict  that,  with  this  appropriation 
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bi'i'diniiin  I'fToctivo,  aflor  Juno,  (he  cnick'iK'v  ul 
our  I'^iri"  Di'partnuMit  \\ill  be  contiiuu'd  llirou^hout 
tlu'  years  to  coiiio,  ami  Uiat  tlie  Ci(y  of  lioston 
I'lii'ough  ila  duly  accivdited  ropresontuLivos  will 
do  its  just  duty  by  i)uttiii!;  into  effect  this  meritori- 
ous appropriation  order. 

Report  lu'ceptcd;  order   passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

(2)  Report  on  reK)lution  (referred  April  8) 
against  expenditure  of  money  for  Chestnut  street. 
Ward  11— recommending  reference  of  same  to 
the  Executive  Conunittcc. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  March  25)  for  appropriation  of 
$15,0U0  for  pla.y  leaders  or  playground  superin- 
tendence— that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  and  communication 
placed  on  file. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  April  1)  relative  to  data  relating 
to  employees  of  various  departments — that  the 
same  be  placed  on  file. 

Rei)ort  accepted;  message  and  communication 
placed  on  file. 


WENDELL   PHILLIPS   STATUE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  initiate  an 
appropriation  of  820,000  for  the  erection  of  a 
statue   to   the   memory   of   Wendell  Phillips. 

Coun  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  have  already 
this  afternoon  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  made  a  report  in  respect  to  the  proposed 
loan  of  820,000  for  this  purpose.  I  have  already 
stated  to  the  Council  that  the  Mayor  said  to  me 
this  afternoon  that  a  little  later  on,  in  the  month 
of  July,  when  he  could  get  at  a  final  ad,iustment  of 
the  figures  on  the  tax  levy,  he  would  endeavor  to 
have  the  money  for  this  statue  taken  out  of  taxes. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  ought  to  be  sufficient.  Of 
course  I  shall  be  glad  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
order.  We  are  all  in  favor  of  the  erection  of  a 
monument  to  Wendell  Phillips.  I  do  not  quite 
see  the  necessity  of  bringing  in  an  order  of  this 
character  after  I  have  made  this  report,  but  in 
order  to  avoid  any  possible  misunderstanding,  I 
shall  vote  for  it. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  certainly  did 
not  want  to  give  offence.  The  reason  why  I  intro- 
duced the  order  was  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  line  with  the  report  of 
the  committee.     That  was  all. 

The  order  was  passed. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  QUINCEFIELD 
STREET.  , 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Quincefield 
street,  Ward  16. 

Passed. 


VACATION   FOR   MILITIAMEN. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  officer  or  board  in  charge  of  any  department  be 
hereby  authorized  to  grant  a  vacation,  without 
loss  of  pay,  to  all  employees  of  the  city  in  said 
department  who  are  members  of  the  IMassachu- 
setts  Volunteer  Militia,  such  vacation  to  be  co- 
extensive in  time  with  the  annual  maneuvers  of 
said  militia. 

Passed. 


VACATION   FOR   VETERANS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  officer  or  board  in  charge  of  any  department 
be  hereby  authorized  to  grant  a  vacation,  without 
loss  of  pay,  to  all  employees  of  the  city  in  said 
department  who  are  veterans  of  the  Civil  War, 
such  vacation  to  be  co-extensive  with  the  annual 
encampment  of  1912  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  ' 

Passed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.26  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 


The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Couiuul  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  b.y  the 
President  at  5.05  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petititms  (severally  referred  to- 
da.v)  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms — 
that;  permits  be  granted,  viz. : 

Morris  Benjamin,  07  Eliot  street.  Ward  7. 

Sanmel  I.  Rosenberg,  11  Green  street.  Ward  8. 

South  Boston  Loan  Company,  209  Broadway, 
Ward  13. 

Jacob  Schneider,  55  Green  street,  Ward  8. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — 
that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

F.  Lyman  Clark,  Laughton  Studio,  Pierce  Build- 
ing, May  18,  and  at  Dcnison  House  on  May  21. 

Harriett  Brackett,  Industrial  Hall  School,  North 
Bennet  street,  evening  of  May  23. 

Alvin  E.  Dodd,  St.  John's  Hall,  May  21. 

E.  L.  Curran,  Jordan  Hall,  evening  of  May  24. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  messa'ge  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  April  16)  recommending  increase 
of  .$405  for  appropriation  for  Art  Department — 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(4)  Report  on  petition  of  Holbrook,  Cabot  & 
Rollins  Corporation  (referred  May  13)  for  estimate 
of  damages  caused  by  taking  land  by  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Company  from  Laban  Pratt,  situated  on 
Taylor  street — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Whereas,  The  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company, 
under  the  authority  of  an  order  of  this  Board 
approved  April  15,  1911,  took  for  station  and 
other  railroad  purposes  certain  laud  of  Laban 
Pratt  on  Taylor  street,  Neponset;  and 

Whereas,  The  Holbrook,  Cabot  &  Rollins  Cor- 
poration, successor  in  title  and  assignee  of  said 
Pratt,  has  petitioned  this  Board  to  estimate  the 
damages  caused  by  the  taking  of  said  land,  repre- 
senting that  the  parties  are  unable  to  agree  as  to 
the  amount  of  such  damages; 

Now,  Therefore,  upon  consideration  of  said 
petition,  and  after  a  hearing  given  to  the  parties 
upon  due  notice,  it  is  hereby  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  acting  as  County  Commissioners,  hereby 
estimates  the  damages  caused  by  the  taking  of 
said  land,  as  aforesaid,  at  the  sum  of  $1. 

Report  accepted;  preambles  and  resolve  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  preambles,  resolves  and  order 
(referred  to-da.v)  favoring  a  5-cent  fare  for  Hyde 
Park — that  said  preambles,  resolutions  and  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  at  a 
mass  meeting  of  citizens  of  Hyde  Park  held  May 
10,  1912,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed 
unanimously: 

"House  Bill  No.  2264,  now  pending  in  the 
Massachusetts  Senate,  is  of  vital  importance  to 
all  classes  of  citizens  living  or  working  in  the  Hyde 
Park  District  of  Boston,  a  comnmnity  of  over 
15,000  inhabitants.  The  bill  was  presented  in 
response  to  the  overwhelming  sentiment  of  our 
people.  It  is  designed  solely  to  provide  a  law  so 
that  if,  at  any  future  time,  the  Railroad  Com- 
mission should  decide  that  Hyde  Park  (the  only 
part  of  Boston  now  without  the  5-cent  fare)  is,  in 
justice,  entitled  to  it,  effect  may  be  given  to  that 
decision.  It  is  purely  permissive;  it  contains 
nothing  of  a  mandatory  nature.  It  in  no  wise 
involves  the  merits  of  the  5-cent  fare  cause  itself, 
but  leaves  that  question,  entirely  without  prejudice, 
to  the  decision  of  the  tribunal  established  by  the 
Commonwealth,  for  the  determination  of  such 
matters,  namely,  the  Railroad  ^Commission. 

"Tlie  bill  has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
Although  it  imposes  no  obligation  upon  the  rail, 
way  companies  involved,  they  are  apparently 
exerting  their  influence  to  have  it  defeated  in  the 
Senate.  Against  this  opposition,  we,  the  citizens 
of  Hyde  Park  (Ward  20),  hereby  voice  our  most* 
emphatic  protest.  We  protest  against  an  opposi- 
tion whose  purpose  is  to  suppress  a  fair  and  im- 
partial hearing  before  the  proper  tribunal.      The 
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bill  having  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,! 
we  most  respectfully  solicit  at  this  time,  the  good 
offices  of  the  members  of  the  Honorable  Senate. 
We  also  request  the  Mayor  of  our  city  and  its 
other  officials  to  exert  their  influence  in  our 
behalf,  and  we  invite  the  cordial  aid  and  support 
of  the   Boston   Press." 

Mr.  President,  because  of  these  resolutions, 
passed  unanimously  at  a  largely  attended  mass 
meeting  in  Hyde  Park,  Ward  26,  I  offered  the 
resolutions  the  passage  of  which  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  City  Council  has  unanimously 
recommended.  I  want  to  say  an  additional  word 
from  a  personal  point  of  view,  Mr.  President.  At 
this  meeting  last  Thursday  Representative  Murray 
of  Hyde  Park  made  an  unjustified  attack  upon  me, 
commenting  upon  my  failure  to  attend  the  meeting 
and  .stating  that  I  had  been  invited  to  attend  the 
meeting.  Mr.  President,  I  was  not  invited  to 
attend  the  meeting  and  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
meeting.  I  would  gladl.v  have  attended  the 
meeting  as  I  would  any  meeting  in  any  part  of 
Boston  in  the  interests  of  any  section,  and  I  desire 
to  state  here,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Council,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  who  read  the  attack  that  was 
made  upon  me,  that  it  was  entirely  unjustified. 
I  was  not  invited  to  the  meeting,  and  I  have 
seized  the  first  opportunity  that  has  presented 
itself  to  place  myself  on  record  in  this  matter. 

Report  accepted;  resolutions  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
President  of  the  City  Council  be  authorized  to 
approve,  in  behalf  of  the  City  Council  acting  as 
County  Commissioners,  the  vouchers  for  the  salary 
of  any  constable  now  or  hereafter  appointed  under 
the  authority  of  section  62  of  chapter  100  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  or  an.y  amendments  thereof — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

lieport  accepted;  order  passed. 

(7)  Reports  on  orders  for  sidewalks  (referred 
to-da.v)  on  Walnut  avenue,  Ward  21,  and  Crawford 
street,  Ward  21 — that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Reports    accepted;  orders  passed. 

(8)  Report  on  petition  of  Sarah  J.  Gallagher  et  al. 
(referred  to-day),  for  sidewalks  on  Lauriat  avenue. 
Ward  24,  recommending  the  passage  of  tlie  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Lauriat 
avenue.  Ward  24,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  bo  built  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgostones,  imder  the  provisions  of  chapter 
437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


ELEVATED  ENTRANCES,  DOVER  STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  use  all  his  influence  to  prevent  the  erection  of 
entrances  and  exits  at  the  corner  of  Dover  and 
Washington  streets,  according  to  permission 
granted  to  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
last  year. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  my  only  reason 
for  putting  that  in  and  asking  for  action  upon  it  is 
that  it  was  not  taken  up  at  the  executive  meeting 
to-day,  probably  through  an  oversight  because  I 
did  not  call  for  it.  We  threshed  it  all  out  last  year 
and  I  .should  like  to  bring  it  to  a  vote.  We  have 
heard  so  much  about  Tremont  street  exits  and 
entrances  that  we  had  better  take  things  up  when 
there  is  time  to  change  them  and  not  after  they 
are  done.  We  can  all  criticise  things  after  they 
are  completed.  That  only  results  m  advertising, 
without  any  beneficial  results.  But  if  the  Mayor 
really  wishes  to  interfere  in  a  matter  that  can  be 
corrected,  I  hope  he  will  take  up  this  matter  of  the 
exits  and  entrances  at  Dover  street. 

The  resolution  was  declared  ref-erred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
reference;  declared  lost.  Coun.  SMITH  doubted 
the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Recon- 
sideration of  the  reference  was  lo.st,  yeas  2,  nays  6. 

Yeas — Coun.  Buckley,  Smith — 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Collins, 
Coulthurst,  Kenny,  McDonald — 6. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   STREETS,    BRIGHTON. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay 
out  as  a  public  highway  Evans  road  and  Naples 
road,  Ward  25. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned,  at  .5.34  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May 
27,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  27,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m.,  President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair,  and  all 
the  members  present. 


JUROES   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  514,  Acts  of  1894,  viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  Jime  5,  1912: 

James  A.  Frazer,  Ward  21;  Henry  M.  Barber, 
Ward  15;  William  A.  Welsh,  Ward  10;  Isaac  W. 
Chick,  Ward  11;  Isaac  Gould  Plenty,  Ward  9; 
John  J.  O'Keete,  Ward  2.5;  Charles  H.  Wiggin, 
Ward  23;  Frank  Deary,  Ward  25;  James  Burns, 
Ward  21;  George  W.  Spitz,  Ward  25;  Albert  C. 
Crowe,  Ward  24;  Fred  A.  Butler,  Ward  25;  John 
F.  Morgan,  Ward  17;  William  King,  Ward  26; 
William  H.  Canty,  Ward  22;  William  C.  Purdie, 
Ward  12;  Lawrence  F.  Grant,  Ward  11;  John  F. 
Hoar,  Ward  10;  Patrick  H.  Burke,  Ward  26; 
George  E.  Bridgett,  Ward  6;  David  E.  Kilby,  Jr., 
Ward  14;  Charles  R.  Lyman,  Ward  24;  Frank  N. 
Mullen,  Ward  20;  Hugh  B.  Clancy,  Ward  23; 
Robert  G.  Turner,  Ward  13;  Charles  H.  Williams, 
Ward  10;  John  J.  Flynn,  Ward  20;  Lot  W. 
McCarthy,  Ward  24;  John  J.  Ferrandi,  Ward  16; 
Albert  F".  Welch,  Ward  24;  Edwin  L.  Edwards, 
Ward  24;  George  W.  Giggey,  Ward  24;  Frank  N. 
'Julian,  Ward  17;  Pomerov  W.  Wells,  Ward  11; 
John  P.  Malone,  Ward  25;  Alfred  A.  Blair,  Ward  16. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  June  10,  1912: 

J.  Fred  Webster,  Ward  11;  Daniel  W.  MacColl, 
Ward  9;  Charles  J.  Leussler,  Ward  4;  John  Wil- 
kinson, Ward  1;  Arthur  W,  Stedman,  Ward  23; 
Robert  D.  Morrison,  Ward  1;  John  M.  Anderson; 
Ward  24;  Michael  A.  Cavanaugh,  Ward  21;  Jere- 
miah J.  Cronin,  Ward  13;  Thomas  L.  Ferris,  Ward 
12;  John  L.  Murphy,  ,Ward  14;  James  H.  Fer- 
veor.  Ward  1;  Arthur  W.  Ince,  Ward  14;  Joseph 
C.  Koch,  Ward  1;  John  W.  Lind,  Ward  24:  Arthur 
Sternburg,  Ward  5;  John  B.  Dolan,  Jr.,  Ward  23; 
Jeremiah  Curnane,  Ward  19;  George  W.  Fuller, 
Ward  18;  Edward  A.  Quincy,  Ward  25;  Clarence 
W.  Packard,  Ward  23;  Ivory  F.  Frisbee,  Ward  12 j 
Robert  F.  Donigan,  Ward  19;  Edward  P.  Hurley, 
Ward  19;  Leon  L.  Hayes,  Ward  25;  Nathan 
Tobias,  Ward  19;  John  Donovan,  Ward  13;  Wil- 
liam E.  McDonald,  Ward  5;  John  H.  Mor.se,  Ward 
3;  George  A.  Walsh,  Ward  20;  John  E.  Holland, 
Ward  16;  Edward  Kane,  Ward  17;  Joseph  Bau- 
man.  Ward  22;  George  Dunn,  Ward  5;  .James  J. 
Wallace,  Ward  18;  Basil  Decring,  Ward  21. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Bo.ston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body,, 
I  hereby  appoint  Michael  Gallagher,  10  Cemetery 
avenue,  Newton  Center,  Mass.,  a  Weigher  of 
Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1913. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


BOSTON   INFIRMARY  EXPENSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  24,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  statement  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Infirmary  Trustees,  requesting 


that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $3,000  be  made 
for  the  pauper  expense  account.  "The  amount 
allowed  by  me  and  appropriated  by  the  City  Council 
was  .$5,500.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  depart- 
ment has  already  expended  dufing  the  first  five 
months  of  the  current  fiscal  year  the  sum  of 
$4,673.08.  These  expenditures  are  mandatory 
and  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  a  postponement  of 
the  necessary  appropriations. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  tax  order,  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $3,000  additional  for  Boston  Infirmary  Depart- 
ment,  Pauper  Expenses. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Boston  Infirmary  Department,  May  21,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Boston  Infirmary  Trustees 
would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  Pauper  Expense  Account  appro- 
priation, and  would  request  that  an  additional 
appropriation  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars 
($3,000)  be  allowed,  increasing  the  appropriation 
from  $5,500  to  $8,500. 

The  expenditures  for  the  first  five  months  of 
the  current  year  have  amounted  to  $4,673.08 
($500  more  than  tlie  expenditures  for  the  entire 
year  of  1911-12).  From  this  appropriation  is 
paid  the  board  of  Boston  patients  in  other  cities 
and  towns  and  at  various  state  institutions,  the 
main  item  of  expense  being  the  support  of  patient* 
at  the  State  Infirmary.  Although  an  increase  in 
this  item  was  anticipated,  it  has  proved  to  be 
much  greater  than  was  expected. 

The  trustees  have  no  control  over  the  liabilities 
incurred  under  this  appropriation. 

Very  respectfully, 
E.  M.  Gall.agher,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars 
($3,000)  additional  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
for  Boston  Infirmary  Department,  Pauper  Ex- 
penses, and  that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by 
taxation  upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


MYSTIC   PLAYGROUND   SEA   WALL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  24,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
asking  for  a  further  appropriation  of  $5,000  for 
the  completion  of  the  sea  wall  at  the  Mystic  Play- 
ground. The  chairman  states  that  the  lowest  bid, 
based  on  the  drawings  and  specifications  which 
were  published  with  the  advertisement,  amounted 
to  $18,475,  which  is  approximately  $5,000  more 
than  the  present  appropriation.  As  this  is  an 
important  improvement,  needed  to  protect  the 
lives  of  the  young  children  who  u.se  the  playground, 
I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
tax  order,  appropriating  the  sum  of  .$5,000  addi- 
tional for  Mystic  Playground,  Sea  Wall  and  Fence. 
Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
.Department  of  Parks,  May  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  building  of  the  sea  wall  at  the 
Mystic  Playground  in  Charlestown,  was  declared 
through  last  winter  by  difficulty  in  getting  sound- 
ings. When  finally  this  spring,  drawings  and  speci- 
fications had  been  completed  and  bids  obtained, 
the  lowest  bid  was  $18,475,  which  exceeded  the 
appropriation  by  .$4,800.23. 

The  cit.v  owns  half  of  the  neighboring  dock,  but 
the  other  owners  will  not  join  in  filhng  that,  and  to 
buy  their  interest  and  then  finish  the  wall  would 
doubtless  cost  $10,475,  above  the  appropriation. 

In  short,  we  see  no  practical  way  in  which  the 
work  can  be  so  cheapened  as  to  come  within  the 
appropriation. 

■The  wall  should  be  rebuilt  at  once  and  the 
rebuilding  will  add  a  considerable  area  to  the  play- 
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ground.     We    therefore    ask   j'ou,    if   possible,    to 
arrange  that  we  may  have  $4,806.23,  or  in  round 
numbers  S5,000  to  expend  this  way. 
Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
(S5,000)  additional  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
for  Mystic  Playground,  Sea  Wall  and  Fence,  and 
that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon 
the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the'City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


COMMONWEALTH   PARK   IMPROVE- 
MENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  22,  1912.     " 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  in 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  City  Council, 
that  it  submit  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  an  open  air 
gymnasium,  resurfacing  and  putting  in  shape  of 
grounds,  apparatus,  etc.,  shower  baths,  and  neces- 
sary improvements  for  Commonwealth  Park, 
South  Boston. 

Respectfullj', 
I,  John  F.  Fitzgeeald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks,  May  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  return  the  papers  referred 
to  our  Board  and  Vhich  ask  the  cost  of  open  air 
gymnasium,  etc.,  at  Commonwealth  Park,   South 
Boston. 

We  inclose  herewith  estimate  by  our  engineer, 
Mr.  Putnam,  for  such  apparatus,  etc.,  but  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  this  playground  should  be 
kept  wholly  for  baseball  and  football  in  leason. 
There  is  great  demand  for  these  games  and  the 
cutting  off  of  any  of  the  diamonds  will  cause  great 
dissatisfaction.  Showers  and  toilet  accommoda- 
tions provided  by  the  Bath  Department  at  their 
building  on  the  ground  are  quite  adequate  for  all 
demands.  If  we  have  money  to  spend  there  we 
think  it  should  be  devoted  to  five  permanent 
backstops  and  a  pipe  rail  fence  with  concrete  posts 
instead  of  the  old  wooden  rail  fence  which  now 
partially  surrounds  it. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 


Estimate  of  Cost  of  Running  Track  and  Gym- 
nasium Apparatus  at  Commonwealth  Park. 
6-lap  running  track $1,200  00 

1,240  linear  feet  iron  picket  fence  at  S2. .      2,480  00 

12  chest  weights  with  shelter 360  00 

2  giant  strides 100  00 

2  jumping  boxes  with  standards.  .  .  100  00 

2  shotput  inclosures 200  00 

4  backstops 300  00 

2,300  linear  feet  pipe  rail  fencing  on 

boundary  at  $0.75 1,725  00 

Gradmg 300  00 

Total $6,765  00 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


BATHING    PLACE,    BRIGHTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  a912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 
in  response  to  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  passed 
at  its  meeting  of  May  13,  requesting  the  com- 
mission to  erect  and  maintain  a  bathing  establish- 
ment on  Charles  river,  North  Brighton. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 

Boston,  May  23,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Ma5^or  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  May  18  transmitting 
order  of  the  Boston  Citj'  Council  requesting  this 
commission    to    locate    and    maintain    a    bathing 
establishment  on  Charles  river.   North  Brighton, 
was  considered  by  the  Board  at  its  meeting  held 
yesterday,   and  I  was  directed  to  reply  that  the 
matter    of    locating    and    maintaining    a    bathing 
establishment  at  North  Brighton,  as  requested  by 
the  City  Council,  was  not  included  as  an  item  in 
the   maintenance   appropriations   for   the   current 
year  submitted  to  and  authorized  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  that,  therefore,  at  the  present  time  the 
Board  has  no  funds  available  for  this  purpose,  but 
that  the  Board  will  take  the  feasibility  of  such  an 
establishment  at  this  location  under  ad\-isement 
and  give  it  very  careful  consideration. 
Very  truly  yours, 
George  Lyman  Rogers,  Secretary, 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENTS,    FREEPORT    STREET 
BEACH. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Mav  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
December  18,  1911,  an  order  was  passed  trans- 
ferring S9,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  "to  an 
appropriation  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Bath  Trustees  for  the  purchase  of  shore 
property  and  the  flats  adjacent  thereto  on  the 
northeast  side  of  Freeport  street,  Dorchester,  and " 
the  improvement  thereof  as  a  bathing  beach." 

After  negotiations  with  the  owners  of  property 
on  this  beach,  and  a  careful  examination  made  by 
the  Bath  Trustees  as  well  as  members  of  the  City 
Council  and  my  real  estate  expert,  Mr.  Kiley,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  strip  of  beach  that  could  be 
purchased  for  this  appropriation  would  be  entirelj" 
inadequate.  It  has  seemed  to  be  a  better  policy 
to  lease  the  beach  for  a  term  of  years  and  to  erect 
thereon  buildings  of  a  portable  nature,  which 
might  in  an  emergency  be  transferred  to  some 
other  beach  bath.  To  accomplish  this  it  ■nill  be 
necessary  to  change  the  form  of  the  appropriation. 

I    recommend,    therefore,    the    passage    of    the 
accompanjing  order  which  effects  this  change. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provision  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  nine 
thousand  dollars  ($9,000")  from  the  appropriation 
for  Freeport  Street  IBathing  Beach,  to  an  appro- 
priation for  Freeport  Street  Bathing  Beach, 
Improvements. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DILAPIDATED   BUILDINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  ftlayor.  May  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  two  further  communica- 
tions from  the  Building  Commissioner,  calling 
attention  to  dilapidated  buildings  at  numbers  2 
to  6  Creek  square.  Ward  6,  and  at  Cabot  and 
Windsor  streets.  Ward  18.  It  is  evidently  the 
opinion  of  the  commissioner  that  notice  should  be 
sent  to  the  owners  of  these  estates  and  a  hearing 
held  similar  to  that  which  is  to  be  held  by  your 
honorable  body  on  May  27. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.   Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Citv  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  May  22,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

M.iyor  of  Boston: 
Sir, —  In    addition    to    the    list    of    dilapidated 
buildings  referred  to  you  of  April  24,  the  following 
is  submitted  under  the  same  conditions: 

2-4-6  Creek  square,  Ward  6,  owner,  P.  H.  Carroll 
estate,   care   of   William   H.   Carroll,   27   Central 
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Market,    March    5,    1012,    notice    sent;     second 
inspection    May    17,    1012. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 

Building  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  May  24,  1012. 
Hon.  ,Tohn  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir,—  In  addition  to  the  list  sent  you,  I  submit 
the  following  under  the  same  conditions: 

Cabot  street,  corner  Windsor  street,  Ward  IS, 
owner,  Edward  ,).  Twombly,  41(5  Marlborough 
street,  notice  sent  February  1,  1912;  second  exami- 
nation May  22,  1012. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 

Building  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COST  OF  WASHINGTON  STREET  PAVING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
OfRce  of  the  Mayor,  May   2,3,  1012. 
To  the-City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Comnii.ssioncr  of  Public  Works,  giving  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  paving  Washington  street,  Ward  25, 
between  Cambridge  an<l  Parsons  streets,  with 
bricrl;  on  a  concrete  base.  Tliis  estimate  is  fur- 
nished in  response  to  a  request  of  the  City  Council 
conveyed  in  an  order  passed  at  its  meeting  of  M.ay 
6,  1012. 

Yours  very  truly, 
,IoHN  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  22,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor; 

Re  inclosed  order  of  the  Citj'  Council,  you  are 
respectfully  informed  that  thi;  estimated  cost  of 
paving  Washington  street,  Ward  2.5,  between  Cam- 
bridge and  I'arsons  streets,  with  brick  or  concrete 
base  and  regnlidingis  $26,200.  Tlie  improvement 
would  be  a  (Icsirablc  one  and  should  be  imdertaken 
whenever  the  financial  condition  of  the  depart- 
ment will  permit.  Whether  it  can  be  done  this 
season  cannot  be  determined  at  tlie  present  time. 
Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Worlds. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


.STREET   LAYING    OUT,   WARD   2h. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  2.3,  1912. 
To  tlie  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department, 
in  response  to  a  retjuest  conve.vctl  .as  the  result  of 
an  order  passed  by  your  honorable  Ijody  at  its 
meeting  of  Ma.v  20,  that  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  way 
Evans  road  and  Naples  road.  Ward  25. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

May  24,  1912. 
Hon.  .Tohn  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  inclosed  order  of 
the  City  Council,  in  which  it  is  suggested  that 
Evans  road  and  Naples  road,  Brighton,  be  accepted 
as  public  wa.vs,  I  am  directed  by  X\w.  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  to  say  tliat  the.v  could  be 
done  at  a  very  slight  cost,  probably  not  exceeding 
.11,500  for  each.  Both  of  tliese  roads  are  con- 
tinuations into  the  City  of  Boston  of  Brookline 
roatls,  which  are  accepted  ways  and  wliich  are  well 
constructed.  The  Boston  end  of  both  these  roads 
are  in  very  poor  condition.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  both  could  be  done  from  the  present 
highw.ay  loan. 

Respectfully  yours, 
.7.  .1.  O'Callagiian,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Charles  H.  Cronin,  for  a  release  of  the  city's 
interest  in  certain  land  on  southerly  side  of  Canter- 
bury street. 

Lucretia  A.  iSnow,  for  damages  to  estate,  corner 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Melville  avenue  by  con- 
struction of  sidewalk,  etc. 

George  Lewis,  to  be  paid  for  a  coat  torn  on  a 
wire  fence  on  the  Common. 

Mrs.  Hattio  A.  Baker,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  property  on  Champney  court.  South 
Boston,  by  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  Old 
Colony  avenue. 

Anna  F.  Brigham,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  an  oil  team. 

Jacob  Tarplin,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  38  Clarendon  street  by  a  defective  sewer. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  sidewalks,  viz.: 

I.  R.  Berkowitz  et  til.,  Milton  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Bertha  D.  Kroog  ct  al.,  McLollan  street.  Ward 
20. 

Rose  A.  McLaughlin  et  ah,  Westerly  street, 
both  .sides,  Ward  22. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

J.  JetTerson  Richards,  Richards  Hall,  evening 
of  June  8. 

Bernadettc  Masterson,  St.  Rose  Hall,  evening  of 
May  27. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  various  locations,  viz.: 

Tremdnt  Loan  Companj',  1313  Tremont  street. 
Ward  19. 

Ro.senberg  &  Mayburg,  144  Northampton  street, 
Ward  12. 

M.  F.  Rosenthal,  33  Border  street,  Ward  2. 

Herman  Rosenthal,  3fiO  Washington  street. 
Ward  25. 

.Samuel  Cohen,  70  Merrimac  street,  Ward  8. 

Charles  Einstein,  20  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 

Goldberg  Brothers,  227  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 

Louis  Goldberg,  44  Fleet  street,  Ward  0. 


COAL   AND    COKE   LICEN.SE. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  license  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


CON.STABLES'    BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  having  dul.v  approved  of 
the  same,  submitted  the  constables'  bonds  of 
George  E.  Harrington  and  Louis  Rosenthal. 

Approved  b.v  the  Council. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  parties  of  storage  of  explosives  at  the  fol- 
lowing named  locations,  and  of  intention  to  use 
said  locations  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Carson  Trench  Machine  Company,  10  Dorranee 
street.  Ward  4. 

Thomas  Burke,  Randolph  road  and  Regent 
road. 

Placed  on  file. 


ALTERATION   OF   LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  permission  to  the  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company  for  alteration  of 
location  on  Berkeley  street,  387th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


EXTENSION   OF   TIME.  . 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Railroad  Comml.ssioners  extending  time  of 
order  for  maintenance  of  grade  crossing  on  Ne- 
ponsot  avenue  b.y  the  West  End  Street  Railway 
Company. 

Placed  on  file; 
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CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  persons  have  been  employed  in  his 
office  from  April  22  to  May  27  and  that  work  had 
been  performed  to  the  amount  of  $4,312.92. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


COST   OF   SIDEWALKS, 
AVENUE. 


THETFORD 


The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  cost  of  constructing  artificial 
stone  sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones  along  the 
estate  bordering  on  Thetford  avenue,  Ward  24, 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  84,778.08. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  the  several  estates,  and  the  amounts  to 
■be  assessed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

(The  table  referred  to  accompanied  the  commu- 
nication, and  an  order  assessing  the  persons  named 
for  their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  con- 
structing said  sidewalks.) 

The  order  was  passed. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  sixteen  newsboys, 
one  bootblack  and  three  vendors — approving  of 
the  same. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


HEARINGS   AT   THREE   O'CLOCK. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  the  following, 
viz.: 

On  the  question  of  adjudging  certain  dilapidated 
buildings  to  be  nuisances,  said  buildings  being 
located  as  follows: 

1.  48  Yeoman  street,  Ward  17. 

2.  4-6  Adams  street.  Ward  25. 

3.  Rear  216-218  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 

4.  Rear  300  North  Beacon  street,  Ward  25. 

5.  Southerly  side  of  Norway  street,  between 
Massachiisetts  avenue  and  BickerstafT  street. 
Ward  10. 

6.  105  Lawrence  avenue.  Ward  20. 

The  several  matters,  Nos.  1  to  6,  inclusive,  with 
the  exception  of  No.  4,  were  referred  to  the  E.xecu- 
tive  Committee,  there  being  no  objectors. 

Mr.  D.  D.  Corcoran,  No.  1  Fruit  and  Produce 
Exchange,  appeared  for  the  Hollis  heirs  on  No.  4 
on  the  calendar  and  stated  that  they  desired  to  be 
heard  before  the  matter  was  finally  acted  upon. 

Jleferred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished  busi- 
ness Nos.  7  and  8,  viz.: 

7.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  May  20.  of  John  McLaughlin  and  Anthony 
McNealy  to  be  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston 
connected  with  official  positions  and  to  serve  with- 
out bonds — severally  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1913. 

8.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  May  20,  of  Lewis  F.  Hamblen  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal  and  John  T.  Mathews  to  be  an 
Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw — - . 
severally  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee, 
Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number  of  ballots 
cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  several  appointments' were 
confirmed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.34  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 


The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.13  o'clock  p.  m. 


RESURFACING  OF  MARSHFIELD  STREET. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  resurface  Marsh- 
field  street,  Roxbury,  between  Cottage  terrace  and 
Norfolk  avenue. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  a.musement — that 
permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

J.  Jefferson  Richards,  Richards  Hall,  evening  of 
June  8. 

Bernadette  Masterson,  St.  Rose  Hall,  evening  of 
May  27. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  usual  con- 
ditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
to-day)  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
various  locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Tremont  Loan  Company,  1313  Tremont  street. 
Ward  19. 

Rosenberg  &Mayburg,  144  Northampton  street. 
Ward  12. 

M.  F.  Rosenthal,  33  Border  street.  Ward  2. 

Herman  Rosenthal,  360  Washington  street. 
Ward  25. 

Samuel  Cohen,  76  !Merrimac  street.  Ward  8. 

Charles  Einstein,  20  Pleasant  street,  Ward  7. 

Goldberg  Brothers,  227  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 

Louis  Goldberg,  44  Fleet  street.  Ward  6. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on' 
the  usual  conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  (referred  May  13)  of 
D.  Sanford  Small  el  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Walnut 
street,  Dorchester,  recommending  the  passage  of 
order  that  the  Commissioner  of  Piiblic  Works 
make  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Walnut  street, 
between  Neponset  avenue  and  Wood  street.  Ward 
24,  said  sidewalk  to  be  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgestone,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
437  of  the  Acts  of  1S93. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  May  6)  for  arti- 
.ficial  stone  sidewalk  on  northeasterly  corner  of 
K  street  and  Columbia  road.  Ward  1.5 — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  for  transfer  of  $9,000  from  appro- 
priation for  Freeport  street,  bathing  beach,  to  an 
appropriation  for  Freeport  street,  bathing  beach — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted;    order  passed;  yeas  S,  naj"S  0. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  May  6)  relative  to  games  on  parade 
ground,  Boston  Common — that  no  further  action 
is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(7)  Report  on  resolutions  (referred  May  13  and 
20  respectively)  that  his  Honor  the  Alayor  be 
requested  to  use  his  influence  to  prevent  the  erec- 
tion of  entrances  and  exits  on  corner  of  Dover 
and  Washington  streets,  according  to  permission 
granted  to  tlie  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
last  year — that  the   resolutions  ought  not  to   pass. 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  if  this  resolu- 
tion is  read  it  will  be  seen  that  we  are  not 
revoking  in  any  way,  shape  or  manner  the 
plans  we  approved  last  year  and  which  were 
also  approved  by  the  Railroad  Commissioners. 
We  are  simply  asking  the  Mayor  to  do  now, 
while  there  is  time,  what  he  has  alreadj-  done  in  the 
case  of  the  Tremont  street  exits  and  entrances. 
In  that  case  this  body  or  the  body  which  pre- 
ceded us  in  power  and  the  Mayor  approved  those 
exits  and  entrances  on  Tremont  street.  .\s  it 
tvirns  out  now,  that  approval  was  mistaken;  they 
should  not  have  approved  the  taking  of  that  side- 
walk space  for  that  purpose.  They  found  it  out 
too  late,  and  we  recognize  the  mistake  now.  Last 
year  we  approved  plans  as  a  whole  for  taking  the 
space  on  the  sidewalks  of  Dover  street  for  four 
exits  and  entrances,  in  one  case  allowing  only  3 
feet  for  the  public,   much  less  than  is  now  used 
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on  Trcmont  street.  That  I  think  is  an  equal  if 
not  a  greater  mistalce,  because  Dover  street  at  the 
junction  of  Washington  street  is  very  much  used. 
It  therefore  seems  fitting  that,  if  tlie  Mayor  is 
interested  in  the  one  case  on  Tremont  street, 
after  the  time  when  any  remedy  can  be  had,  it  is 
only  fair  to  Rive  him  a  chance  to  use  his  influence, 
at  Dover  and  Washington  streets,  while  a  remedy 
can  still  be  given.  To  ask  any  member  of  this 
body  to  name  the  remedy  seems  to  me  absurd, 
because  we  arc  not  here  as  engineers,  planning 
structures  for  the  Boston  Elevated.  We  arc  here 
protecting  the  public  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
in  c(jnnection  with  that  duty  we  are  more  inter- 
ested in  the  needs  of  the  public  than  we  are  in 
the  needs  of  the  Elevated.  It  therefore  seems 
clear  to  me  that  we  ought  to  ask  the  Mayor,  as 
far  as  our  resolution  can  do  it,  to  do  his  utmost 
to  have  those  plans  changed  so  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  .to  take  all  eight  corners  at  the  inter- 
section of  those  two  thoroughfares.  I  hope  the 
measure  will  pass.  I  can  conceive  of  no  objection 
to  it.  I  know  the  objections  raised  in  committee, 
but  I  think  on  second  .sober  thought  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  may  change  their  minds. 
Certainly  the  objection  cannot  be  raised  that  wo 
are  interfering  with  any  administrative  duty. 
Some  of  the  councilors  this  afternoon  have  put 
in  resolutions  interfering  with  executive  duties. 
Coun.  Coulthurst  has  introduced  an  order,  a 
resolution,  asking  that  a  street  be  paved,  some- 
thing with  which  this  body  has  nothing  to  do." 
That  has  entirely  to  do  with  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. So  I  don't  believe  that  argument  is 
seriously  available  in  this  case,  and  I  trust  that 
this  will  go  through. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  my 
attitude  upon  this  proposition  is  simply  tliat  it 
is  a  matter  that  was  judicially  acted  upon  by  a 
Council  last  year,  and  I  would  not  feel  justified 
in  taking  a  position  one  way  or  the  other.  In 
regard  to  the  critieisin  that  has  been  made  of  my 
conduct  in  putting  in  an  order  this  afternoon,  I 
want  to  say  this.  I  merely  presented  a  request  to 
one  of  the  departments  on  behalf  of  some  of  the 
voters  of  this  city,  officially  calling  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  department  the  need  of  a  certain  im- 
provement. If  the  department  after  looking  into 
the  matter  decides  that  it  has  not  got  the  money 
or  that  the  improvement  is  not  desirable,  I  will 
not  attempt  to  combat  its  judgment,  because 
that  in  my  opinion  would  be  a  direct  interference 
with  the  executive  function.  Merely  introducing 
an  order  here  requesting  them  to  take  notice  of 
Some  jjroptjsed  improvement  is  not,  in  my  opin- 
ion, such  an  interference  with  the  conduct  of  a 
department  as  is  contemplated  by  the  city  charier. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  trust  that  the  gentleman  does 
not  mistake  what  1  have  said.  I  did  not  mean  to 
be  critical  of  Coun.  Coulthurst's  attitude. 

President  ATTHIDGE— The  Chair  desires  tc 
8tat(!  that  it  would  perhaps  be  a  little  bit  better 
for  speakers  to  designate  gentlemen  not  by  name, 
but  by  some  such  designation  as  "  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,"  or  "the  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Chamber."  I  think  some  of 
the  members  have  taken  olTence  at  the  fact  that 
they  are  named,  and  that  might  be  a  good  thing 
for  members  addressing  the  body  to  bear  in  mind. 

Coun.  SMITH — Do  you  suggest  that  those  are 
the  only  two  methods  for  designating  members 
that  should  be  used? 

President  ATTRIDGE — No,  only  I  think  it 
would  be  a  little  better  to  refer  to  members  in 
some  such  way. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  gentleman  referring  to  me  as 
"Councilor  Coulthurst." 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  mean 
to  be  critical  of  the  resolution  or  order  asked  for 
by  Coun.  Coulthurst.  Such  resolutions  are  very 
usual  here.  They  are  introduced  in  large  numbers 
and  we  have  introduced  them  in  regard  to  pla.v- 
grounds  and  other  matters.  Coun.  Coulthurst's 
order  or  resolution  asks  for  an  opinion  to  be  ex- 
pressed by  this  body,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Street 
Conmiissionera.  He  does  not  simply  call  the 
attention  of  the  Street  Commissioners  to  a  certain 
improvement;  it  is  asking  an  expre.ssion  of  opinion 
by  this  body.  That  is  all  I  am  doing  in  this  ease 
under  con.sideration — asking  an  expression  of 
opinion  by  this  body,  so  that  the  Mayor  may 
act  as  he  .sees  fit.  There  is  nothing  binding  upon 
him,  there  is  nothing  binding  upon  us,  and  there 
certainly  is  no  power,  either  in  the  Mayor  or  our- 
selves, to  change  the  plans  we  approved  last  year. 
It  does  seem  to  me,  however,  that  every  member 


of  the  Council  ought  to  be  interested  in  the  public 
point  of  view  of  this  question.  We  cannot  grant 
our  streets  away  without  some  return.  The  Boston 
Elevated  Railroad  as  such  is  not  entitled  to  all 
eight  corners  of  the  intersection  of  Dover  and 
Washington  streets,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  public 
entirely.  We  will  all  grant  that.  Neither  are  we 
entitled  to  exclude  them  entirely  from  the  street. 
There  must  be  a  happy  medium.  If  this  Council 
believes  that  three  feet  of  sidewalk  is  the  happy 
medium,  that  the  great  public  ought  to  be  willing 
to  squeeze  themselves  into  three  feet  of  space, 
very  well.  If  the  thing  is  to  be  left  entirely  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Road,  well  and 
good;  only  I  would  like  to  have  the  Council  on 
record  in  the  matter,  so  that  when  the  thing  is 
actually  constructed  and  the  people  are  faced  by 
the  situation  that  faces  them  on  Tremont  street 
to-day,  there  will  be  somebody  definitely  to  put 
the  blame  upon,  so  that  they  can  point  to  the 
Chair,  or  the  gentleman  sitting  on  my  extreme 
left,  or  the  gentleman  to  the  right  of  the  gentle- 
man sitting  on  my  extreme  left,  or  the  gentleman 
sitting  on  my  right,  or  the  gentleman  sitting  on 
the  extreme  left  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Chamber,  or  the  gentleman  sitting  next  to  the 
gentleman  on  the  extreme  left  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Chamber,  or  the  gentleman  on  the 
extreme  right  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chamber, 
as  being  the  ones  to  blame  for  what  has  happened 
in  this  respect.  There  will  be  somebody  upon 
whom  to  fix  the  blame.  I  realize  that  I  have  not 
the  votes.  The  Chair  is  anxious  to  hurry  the 
matter  along.    Therefore  I  shall  close  mv  remarks. 

President  ATTRIDGE— For  the  benefit  of  the 
gentUunan  who  has  taken  his  seat,  the  Chair 
would  state  that  he  is  not  anxious  to  hurry  the 
thing  along. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  the  dis- 
tinguished councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  on  the 
other  side  of  the  house  is  inaccurate  as  well  as 
critical.  Of  course,  this  is  entirely  collateral  to 
the  point  at  issue.  But,  as  ho  has  brought  my  order 
into  the  discussion,  I  want  to  correct  him.  This 
is  not  an  order  addressed  to  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. The  gentleman  apparently  did  not  hear 
the  order  read.  It  is  a  request  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  calling  his  atten- 
tion to  the  need  of  a  repair  job  on  a  little  street 
out  in  Roxbury. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  talk 
for  a  moment  along  the  same  line  as  Coun.  Coult- 
hurst has  just  talked,  although  it  is  not  in  point. 
My  resolution  on  tfiis  matter  is  exactly  the  same. 
This  body  has  no  power  to  direct  that  anything 
shall  be  done  in  this  matter.  It  has  passed  beyond 
us,  and  we  have  no  more  right  in  that  re.spect  than 
to  direct  the  Street  Commissioners  to  approve 
work  on  the  street  that  he  asks  for.  It  is  simply  a 
resolution  requesting  a  certain  branch  of  the  city 
government  in  each  case  to  do  a  certain  thing  which 
seems  to  be  wise.  Really  we  have  no  power  either 
way.  I  really  would  not  have  brought  this  up, 
except  that  in  committee  Coun.  Coulthurst  seemed 
to  be  critical  of  departments  of  the  city. 

Report  accepted;  resolution  rejected.  Coun. 
SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  question  came  on  the  passage 
of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
be  sure  of  what  I  am  voting  upon.  I  don't  under- 
stand that  the  committee's  report  has  yet  been 
accepted. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
the  committee's  report  is  accepted  as  a  formal 
matter,  and  the  question  comes  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution. 

Coun.  KENNY — May  I  inquire  if  tiie  question 
should  not  be  put  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report? 

President  ATTRIDGE— A  division  may  be 
made,  taking  the  question  first  on  the  report  and 
then  on  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  if  it  is  desired. 
The  committee  has  reported  that  the  resolution 
ought  not  to  pass.  The  Chair  can  therefore  put 
both  motions  together,  that  the  report  be  accepted 
and  the  resolution  rejected.  The  report  is  that 
the  resolution  is  rejected.  A  vote  "Yes"  is  a  vote 
to  accept  the  conmiittce's  report  and  reject  the 
resolution,  the  committee  reporting  that  the  reso- 
lution ought  not  to  pass.  A  vote  "No"  is  a  vote 
against  the  committee's  report  and  in  favor  of  the 
resolution.  So  the  Chair  will  put  the  question  on 
the  acceptance  of  the  committee's  report  and  the 
rejection  of  the  resolution. 

The  Council  voted  to  accept  the  report  and 
reject  the  resolution,  yeas  5,  nays  2: 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Yeas — Coun.     Attriclye,      Ballantyne,      Collins, 
Kennj',    McDuiiald — 5. 

Nays^Coun.  Buckley,  Smith — 2.   ■ 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  for  Coun.  HALE,  for 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  submitted  the  fol- 
1  owing: 

(1)  Report  on  proposed  ordinance  (referred 
1911)  relative  to  use  of  common  towels  in  lava- 
tories or  wash  rooms — that  no  further  action  is 
necessary. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  rejected. 

(2)  Reports  on  proposed  ordinances — recom- 
mending reference  of  same  to  Executive  Committee, 
viz.: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  proposed 
ordinance  (referred  February  10)  relative  to 
height  and  weight  of  firemen. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  pro- 
posed ordinance  (referred  1911)  relative  to  height 
and  weight  of  firemen. 

Report  on  proposed  ordinance  (referred  1911) 
relative  to  height  and  weight  of  firemen. 

Report  on  proposed  ordinance  (referred  February 
16)  relative  to  fees  for  permits. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  said  referepces 
ordered. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  ordinance  (referred  May  6)  to  increase 
number  of  building  in.spectors  in  Building  Depart- 
ment— that  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Refiort  accepted;  ordinance  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  January  29) 
that  garbage,  refuse  or  rubbish  shall  not  be  placed 
outside  of  buildings  or  premises  for  removal,  unless 
the  same  is  properly  packed  in  tightly  covered  metal 
receptacles — that  the  ordinance  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  the  rejection  of  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  think  this  is  an 
orcUnance  that  I  introduced,  or  at  least  a  subject 
that  I  took  up  last  year,  and  that  this  comes  over 
from  last  year.  There  was  a  public  hearing  held 
on  this  matttir,  simply  by  advertising  in  the  Ciiy 
Record.  That  reached  nobody  interested  e.xcept 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  who  had  a  committee 
dealing  with  the  subject.  It  reached  none  of  the 
civic  bodies,  none  of  the  organizations  of  women, 
noiie  of  the  property  owners.  That  is  not  unusual. 
A  notice  in  the  City  Record  never  does  reach  any- 
body. When  we  started  in  with  advertising  our 
garbage  contracts  we  had  a  notice  in  the  Cily 
Record,  and  there  was  only  one  bid,  from  a  local 
concern  that  Was  following  the  matter  up  very 
clo.sely  indeed.  When  the  matter  was  taken  up 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  a  manner  in 
which  we  as  a  body  could  not  do  it,  thej'  received 
twelve  bids.  Last  year,  when  we  had  a  hearing 
in  regard  to  the  buiklin,!!  limits  and  the  matter  was 
advertised  in  the  City  Record,  at  o>ir  first  hearing 
oply  one  side  of  the  case  was  represented.  Nobody 
appeared  against  extending_  the  building  limits  to 
the  farthest  end  of  the  city.  The  Chamber  of. 
Commerce  conducted  a  very  able  hearing  favoring 
the  extension  of  the  building  limits  as  far  as  the 
city  limits.  Nobody  appeared  against  it,  and  the 
reason  given  was  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
hearing.  When  it  was  learned  that  the  matter  was 
being  considered,  I  think,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
right,  that  we  had  three  additional  hearings,  and 
the  only  thing  that  stopped  them  was  the  lack  of 
time.  On  this  subject  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
public  sentiment  in  the  community.  The  papers 
are  alive  on  it,  and  the  great  civic  organizations 
have  taken  a  stand  on  it.  But  they  knew  nothing 
of  the  hearing.  If  I  remember  aright,  we  asked 
in  committee  that  the  Clerk  of  Committees  send  a 
notice  to  parties  interested,  and  he  seems  to  have 
understood  that  what  we  wished  was  covered  by 
an  advertisement  in  the  City  Record.  There  was 
certainly  some  misunderstanding,  and  for  that 
reason  it  was  published  in  the  City  Record.  I 
therefore  ask  that  the  matter  be  laid  on  the  table 
in  order. that  a  public  hearing  may  be  held  on 
the  .subject  and  due  notice  given,  that  it  may  be 
laid  over  until  after  we  can  hold  a  public  heaving, 
with  due  notice  to  the  parties  interested; 

The  motion  was  declared  carried.  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  lost,  yeas  1,  nays  7. 

Yeas — Coun.  Smith— 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Coulthurst,  Kenny,  RIcDouald — 7. 


Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
move  that  the  matter  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council,  one  week  from  to-day. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  lost.  Coun. 
SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  yeas  1, 
nays  7. 

Yeas — Coun.  Smith — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Coulthurst,  Kenny — 7. 

President  ATTRIDGE — The  question  comes  on 
the  acceptance  of  the  committee's  report.  The 
Chair  will  divide  the  question,  putting  it  first  on 
the  acceptance  of  the  report  and  then  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  ordinance.  The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report,  as  a  formal  matter. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  just  one  word 
of  debate,  if  it  is  allowable  at  this  stage.  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  are  passing  on  this  matter  rather 
hastily.  As  I  remember,  the  larger  part  of  the 
Council  agreed  that  anj'  refuse  containing  garbage 
ought  to  be  covered.  1  think  also  that  the  larger 
part  of  the  Council  agreed  that  a  measure  should 
be  introduced  along  the  lines  asked  for  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  that  ash  carts  should  be 
covered.  Now,  we  are  not  taking  up  any  of  those 
questions.  We  are  passing  this  measure  without 
amendment.  If  the  majority  of  the  Council  feel 
that  all  refuse  containing  garbage  should  be 
covered,  why  not  amend  this  proposed  ordinance? 
To  turn  it  down  entirely  seems  to  me  to  give  a 
wrong  impression  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Council. 
I  don't  believe  the  majority  of  the  Council  are  in 
favor  of  turning  this  whole  proposition  down,  but 
only  part  of  it.  If  I  am  right  in  that  surmise,  why 
not  amend  it  so  as  to  cover  such  portion  as  they 
favor?  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  criticised  this. 
If  I  am  correct,  they  are  the  only  ones  to  appear 
against  it.  Certainly  theirs  is  the  only  report  I  have 
received  against  it.  Their  report  seems  to  me 
rather  unfounded  and  shallow.  They  say,  "Don't  - 
coyer  the  ash  tins  and  refuse  cans;  do  cover  the 
ash  carts."  It  seems  to  me  that  in  wishing  to 
cover  the  ash  carts  they  must  use  exactly  the  same 
arguments  that  we  use  in  favor  of  having  the  ash 
cans  covered.  It  seems  to  me  that  their  arguments 
stand  on  the  same  grovmd  with  mine,  or  fall,  if 
they  do  fall.  We  want  to  keep  the  ashes,  garbage, 
rubbish  off  the  streets,  keep  it  in  proper  recep- 
tacles, and  that  is  the  desire  of  a  large  part  of  the 
couuuunity.  It  the  Council  feel  in  sympathy  with 
this  matter  on  any  point — either  as  to  ashes,  garbage, 
refuse  or  mixture  of  garbage  and  ashes — why  not  so 
vote  to-daj'?  Why  not  amend  it  as  you  ma.v  wish, 
instead  of  throwing  the  whole  matter  out  of  court? 

President  ATTRIDGE — The  question  first 
comes  on  the  acceptance  of  the  committee's  report. 

The  report  w'as  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  proposed  ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  declared  rejected.  Coun. 
SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  a.sked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  ordinance  was  rejected,  the  vote  on  its  pass- 
age being,  yeas  1,  nays  7: 

Veas — Coun.  Smith — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Coulthurst,  Keimy,  McDonald — 7. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  ask  for  a 
reconsideration  on  that.  I  would  not  have  used 
an  argument  I  am  now  about  to  use,  unless  the 
matter  had  been  thrown  out  thus  summarily.  But 
I  want  to  repeat  now  an  argument  used  by  a  hirge 
number  of  people  who  are  asking  for  this  ordinance. 
I  do  not  vouch  for  it  myself.  I  simpl.v  tell  the 
Council  what  the  argument  is  publicly,  so  that  it 
may  go  on  the  record  and  so  they  may  know  the 
argument  that  will  be  used  in  connection  with  their 
votes  on  this  subject.  I  have  had  it  called  to  my 
attention  that  Coun.  Collins  either  owns  property 
or  controls  property  in  the  North  End  that  is  in 
absolutely  filthy  condition,  largely  because,  of  the 
condition  of  the  receptacles  for  garbage,  rcfu.-^e  and 
waste.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  Board  of 
Health  ought  to  investigate  the  matter.  1  per- 
sonally have  made  no  investigation,  have  not 
thought  of  d>ing  so.  But  that  is  the  charge 
brought  up  by  certain  people,  that  Coun.  Collins "s 
vote  is  influenced  on  this  subject  by  the  condition 
of  this  property  that  he  either  owns  or  controls. 
It  has  been  asked  of  mo,  "How  many  members  of 
your  Council  own  property  anil  balk  at  the  possible 
expense  to  them  of  putting  in  properly  covered 
receptacles?"  I  have  said  frankly,  "I  don't  know." 
People  have  said  to  me,  "The  councilor  on  the 
extreme  left,  from  Ward  17,  owns  property  and  is 
opposed,  simpl>-  on  account  of  the  expense  to  him- 
self, without  regard  to  the  public  interest,  to  keep- 
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iiiK  the  streets  of  the  city  clean."  I  don't  vouch 
[or  those  statements  at  all,  but  I  want  you  to 
realize  the  arguments  that  the  people  of  the  city 
are  K"ing  to  pass  on  your  votes  to-day  on  this 
matter.  Thoy  will  simpl,v  put  the  whole  matter 
up  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  without  regard 
to  the  question  of  whether  garbage  should  be 
covered,  the  whole  stuff  covered,  or  simply  ashes. 
I  have  heard  the  same  argument  applied  to  the 
councilor  on  my  extreme  right,  the  councilor  from 
.South  Boston.  I  don't  vouch  for  these  argu- 
ments, but  I  do  call  t!ie  matter  to  the  attention  of 
the  members  present,  because  I  think  they  must 
meet  those  arguments  if  they  vote  against  this 
ordinance. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  answer  the  charges  made  against  me,  about  my 
being  influenced  in  my  vote  on  account  of  owning 
or  handling  propert.v.  Iwant  to  say,  in  the  first 
place,  that  I  don't  own  any  propert.v  where  such  an 
argument  as  he  speaks  of  would  apply.  I  <lo  con- 
trol considerable  tenement  iJropert.v  in  Hoxlnu'y, 
but  I  think  almost  every  parcel  of  that  propert.v  is 
already  provided  with  metal  receptacles.  If  the 
gentleman  or  his  informant  had  charged  me  witli 
voting  for  this  ordinance  for  personal  reasons,  I 
would  have  been  more  able  to  understand  it.  I 
am  in  the  hardware  business,  and  I  sell  metal 
barrels.  If  tliis  ordinance  passed  I  should  probably 
sell  many  hundreds  of  barrels.  But  I  want  the 
gentleman  on  my  right  to  understand  that  I  do 
not  come  here  to  advocate  an.v  measure  from 
personal  reasons.  I  come  here  to  do  what  I  con- 
sider to  be  ray  duty  by  all  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
and  I  believe  I  would  not  do  m.y  duty  if  I  voted 
for  an  ordinance  of  this  kind.  I  stated  in  commit- 
'tee,  when  the  committee  reported  back  that  the 
ordinance  ought  not  to  pass,  that  if  the  report  of 
the  committee  prevailed  in  this  Council,  I  should 
offer  another  ordinance  that  I  thought  would  be 
acceptable  to  all  the  members  and  a  benefit  to  the 
city.  The  present  ordinance  I  think  is  no  benefit 
to  anybody. 

Coun.  COIjLINS — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
on  the  other  side,  Coun.  Smith,  has  made  the 
statement  that  I  own  certain  property  on  which 
it  would  be  ncc'cssary  to  use  these  barrels  concern- 
ing whl('h  he  has  .spoken.  I  wish  to  advise  him 
that  my  family  has  owned  property  for  more  tfian 
fift.v  years  in  tlie  Nortli  End  of  tlie  city,  long 
before  the  gentleman,  or  perhaps  his  forefathers, 
ever  saw  the  confines  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Of 
that  property  I  am  now  a  trust(!e.  I  do  not  own 
it  in  my  individual  right,  I  understand  that  it 
is  clean.  I  understand,  further,  that  in  that 
particular  property  the  type  of  barrel  that  the 
gentleman  is  advocating — namely,  a  metal  barrel 
— is  used.  It  has  been  my  contention,  as  well 
as  that  of  other  members  of  the  City  Council, 
that  the  Board  of  Health  has  plenary  jurisdiction 
over  these  matters.  The  chief  inspector  of  the 
Charity  Department  of  the  Board  of  Health  was 
called  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  1 
understand  that  that  is  the  department  of  the 
city  which  is  most  vigilant  and  whose  duty  it  is 
to  see  that  sanitary  regulations  are  enforced, 
and  it  has  the  right  under  the  stat\ite  to  insist 
that  a  suitable  type  of  vessel  be  used  for  purposes 
of  this  kind.  I  understand  that  that  kind  of 
vessel  is  used  in  about  all  North  End  i)roperty. 
r'or  that  reason  any  arguments  the  gentleman 
ma.v  have  used  pertaining  to  that  properly  fall 
^to  the  ground.  I  am  arguing  and  taking  the  stand 
*  I  do  largc^ly  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  people  living  in 
the  suburbs,  to  whom  this  type  of  regulation  does 
not  ajjply.  In  other  words,  any  garbage  which 
is  mixed  with  refuse  I  believe  ought  to  be  in  a 
metallic  receptacle.  I  under.stand  that  there  is 
sucli  refuse  in  the  North  and  West  Ends  and  that 
such  a  type  of  receptacle  's  used.  I  am  in  favor  of 
that  type  of  ordinance,  and  I  have  said  so  in 
committee;  but  I  am  against  enforcing  this  regula- 
tion throughout  the  City  of- Boston  by  ordinance, 
when  a  department  of  the  city  has  full  jurisdic- 
tion to  insist  on  that  sort  of  thing.  I  certainly 
believe  that  the  gentleman  who  now  comes  in 
here  and  refers  as  he  has  done  to  t.hc  gc^ntleman 
from  South  Boston,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
and  myself,  using  tiiese  personal  arguments, 
should  show  better  cause  than  he  has  shown  why 
he  has  done  so.  Tiiere  is  certainly  no  ground  for 
the  statements  he  has  made. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  do  happen 
to  own  the  house  I  live  in  in  .South  Boston,  but 
aside  from  that  I  am  not  the  owner  of  any  real 
estate  in  the  city  except  as  trustee.  I  have  no 
interest  in  real  estate  in  the  North  End,     I  do  own, 


as  trustee,  a  number  of  houses  in  Hyde  Park, 
now  Ward  20.  But,  aside  {rom  the  fact  that  as 
trustee  I  control  certain  property,  certain  mort- 
gages, I  own  or  control  no  houses  whatever,  ex- 
cept the  one  in  which  I  live  in  in  South  Boston. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  sorry 
that  the  gentleman  who  first  spoke  after  my  re- 
marks, the  gentleman  who  spoke  after  him  and  the 
gentleman  who  followed  him,  have  thought  it 
was  necessary  to  answer  me.  I  could  not  have 
been  more  explicit  in  my  remarks  in  saying  that 
I  claimed  no  authority  whatever  myself  for  these 
statements,  but  tfiat  they  were  statements  that 
had  been  made  to  me  with  a  great  deal  of  heat, 
great  sincerity  and  apparent  Icnowledge  of  the 
facts,  and  that  tlie  Council  here  voting  upon  this 
subject  must  answer  to  the  people  of  this  city 
arguments  similar  to  those  that  were  used  to  me 
on  the  subject.  I  personally  do  not  need  an.v 
assurances  from  Coun.  Ballantyne,  Coun.  Collins  or 
Coun.  Kenny  on  this  point  at  all.  Coun.  Collins 
dropped  the  remark  that  the  Board  of  Health  have 
power  to  regulate  this  matter.  Coun.  Collins  must 
have  forgotten  the  statement  made  byDoctor  Durgin 
to  our  Council  in  committee,  when  he  said  tliat  the 
Board  of  Health  had  absolutely  no  authority 
over  the  refuse  of  this  city  after  it  left  the  door  of 
the  house,  store  or  factory.  When  it  goes  out 
upon  the  public  highway  the  Board  of  Health 
has  absolutely  no  authority  over  it.  That  is 
exactly  why  we  want  this  ordinance,  to  regulate 
the  nuitter,  after  it  leaves  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Coun.  COULTHUR.ST— Mr.  President,  I  should 
like  to  ask  a  question.  Does  the  gentleman  know 
tiiat  the  only  means  by  which  the  barrel  or  recep- 
tacle is  removed  from  the  premises  to  the  stregt  is 
through  the  medium  of  city  employees,  and  not 
by  the  owner  or  the  occupant? 

Coun.  SMITH — Quite  the  contrary.  In  large 
sections  of  this  city  it  is  removed  by  the  occupants, 
because  the  ordinance,  if  Coun.  Coulthurst  will  take 
the  trouble  to  look  at  it,  says  that  a  city  employee 
shall  not  take  the  receptacle  unless  it  is  in  a  place 
convenient  to  the  sidewalk  or  to  the  edge  of  the 
property.  In  my  section  of  the  city  everybody 
luis  liis  ashes,  refu.se  or  garbage  put  on  the  side- 
walk himself,  and  it  is  only  in  a  snudl  part  of  the 
cit.v,  where  the  Board  of  Health  does  it  for  the 
occupant,  that  the  thing  he  spieaks  of  is  brought 
about,  that  the  owner  waits  until  the  city  employee 
comes  in  and  takes  it  out  on  the  sidewalk.  The 
city  employee  is  not  obliged  to  do  it.  In  fact, 
city  employees  are  forbidden  to  do  it  if  they  have 
to  go  down  or  up  four  or  five  steps.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  has  ruled  informally 
that  they  can  take  it  up  or  down  two  steps  off  tlie 
sidewalk.  But  if  it  is  in  an  area  four  or  five  steps 
down  or  up,  or  in  a  dark  or  inconvenient  hallway, 
the  city  employee  will  not  take  the  refuse,  ashes 
or  garbage.  The  matter  does  not  come  under  the 
Board  of  Health  after  it  leaves  the  house;  it  ceases 
to  be  under  their  control,  and  the  city  is  powerless 
to  enforce  the  covering  of  tliat  refuse  except  by  an 
ordinance  similar  to  this.  That  is  exactly  the 
trouble.  Whenever  refuse  is  put  on  the  street  it  is 
piled  up  in  barrels.  We  have  had  photograplis 
in  the  committee  siiowing  the  abominable  condi- 
tion of  our  streets  in  the  North  and  West  Ends. 
That  condition  of  affairs  is  not  confined  to  tliat 
section,  (hither;  it  also  applies  to  the  rest  of  the 
city.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  the  Back  Bay 
some  of  the  worst  conditions  exist.  The  stuff  is 
piled  in  barrels  so  that  the  slightest  wind  or  jar 
to  tlii;  barrel  will  Icnock  stufi  into  the  street,  and, 
being  in  the  street,  nobody  has  any  business  to 
pick  it  up,  unless  a  street  sweeper  comes  along, 
whicli  may  be  twice  a  week  in  some  sections. 
This  is  simply  a  sanitary  and  health  measure 
looking  to  the  proper  care  of  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  our  citizens.  That  is  what  has  prompted 
this  ordinance,  and  the  Council  lias  thrown  the 
wliole  ordinance  out  without  consideration  of  any 

"^'Coun.  COULTHUR.ST— Mr.  President,  I  at- 
tended the  meeting  of  tlie  committee  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  last  Friday,  with  an  open  mind 
entirelj',  and  I  waited  for  arguments  in  support  of 
the  proposition  involved  in  the  ordinance  itself. 
I  don't  know  who  are  back  of  this  ordinance.  All 
I  know  is  that  it  has  been  introduced  by  the  coun- 
cilor from  the  Back  Bay.  He  was  not  there  to 
advocate  his  ordinance  before  tlie  committee,  and 
the  onl.y  persons  who  advocated  the  ordinance 
were  two  individuals,  one  from  Dorchester  and  one 
from  .South  Boston,  each  of  whom  had  no  very 
definite  ideas  of  what  he  did  want.     I  came  to  the 
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conclusion,  Mr.  President,  ttiat  the  ordinance  was 
not  necessary,  that  tlie  situation  that  the  gentle- 
man complained  of  could  not  be  reached  by  this 
ordinance.  I  own  no  real  estate,  imfortunately, 
and  no  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  me 
except  the  arguments  that  I  heard  in  committee. 
I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  the  ordinance.  I 
think  the  position  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  is 
absolutely  reasonable,  that  this  is  an  ordinance 
that  would  not  accomplish  any  great  good;  that 
the  sections  complained  of,  that  the  ordinance  is 
supposed  to  reach,  are  portions  of  the  city  where 
barrels  are  removed  from  the  premises  onto  the 
street  by  employees  of  the  Street  Cleaning  Depart- 
ment and  are  subsequently  emptied  into  collecting 
carts  by  other  employees  of  the  city.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  and  the  people  who  are 
interested  with  him  in  this  proposition  evidently 
have  some  definite  proposition  in  view  in  their 
own  mind,  but  they  did  not  put  it  in  proper  form 
in  this  ordinance,  and  that  is  all  we  arc  passing  on. 
If  he  was  sufficiently  interested  in  this  ordinance, 
and  the  people  back  of  the  ordinance  were  suffi- 
ciently interested,  they  would  have  come  before  our 
committee,  and  we  would  have  heard  what  they 
had  to  say. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  have  spoken 
so  often  on  this  ordinance  that  I  am  surprised  that 
Coun.  Coulthurst  wishes  to  hear  more  from  me.  I 
tried  in  my  opening  remarks  to  show  him  why  it 
was  that  people  were  not  at  that  meeting,  that 
because  of  the  way  in  which  the  hearing  was 
advertised  people  did  not  get  notice.  If  he  were  in 
this  body  last  year  he  would  have  realized  the 
force  of  what  I  said  in  that  respect.  He  would 
have  realized  that  the  reason  why  nobody  was  at 
the  meeting  was  because  the  matter  was  buried  in 
the  City  Record,  and  that  the  City  Record  reaches 
nobody. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  didn't 
the    covmcilor  know  of  the  hearing  himself? 

Coun.  SMITH — Does  the  councilor  think  that  I 
ought  to  notify  everybody  in  the  city,  public 
organizations  as  well  as  private  individuals,  to 
come  to  a  committee  hearing  of  that  kind?  As  I 
understood  it,  in  our  committee,  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees was  requested  to  notify  organizations  and 
persons  interested.  Unfortunately  there  was  a 
misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  all 
he  did  was  to  put  the  notice  in  the  City  Record. 
In  that  notice,  which  reached  nobody,  there  is 
nothing  to  stir  up  public  interest.  In  connection 
with  our  hearing  on  the  garbage  contract  last  year, 
if  Coun.  Coulthurst  had  been  here  at  that  time  he 
would  have  heard  complaint  after  complaint  from 
all  over  the  city  in  regard  to  the  collection  of 
garbage.  They  stated  that  the  stuff  was  all  over 
the  street,  and  that  it  was  largely  because  it  was 
not  i3ut  in  covered  receptacles.  The  property 
owners  and  tenants  had  no  more  right  to  blame  the 
garbage  collecting  department  than  themselves. 
We  have  had  those  complaints.  You  have  been 
told  about  the  conditions  in  the  North  and  West 
End.  The  alleys  are  filthy  at  times.  The  stuff  is 
not  collected  in  the  way  it  should  be,  because  it  is 
not  put  properly  on  the  streets.  It  is  not  covered 
in  different  sections  of  the  town.  But  the  fact  that 
the  hearing  was  not  properly  advertised  is  the 
reason  why  we  did  not  have  a  chance  to  hear  an 
additional  expression  of  public  sentiment  on  it. 
We  had  a  hearing  last  year  in  which  thirty  or  forty 
women  and  gentlemen  came  from  every  section  of 
the  city — the  Back  Bay,  South  End,  North  and 
West  Ends.  They  asked  for  a  hearing,  and  we 
granted  them  a  special  hearing — not  a  public 
hearing,  but  a  special  hearing.  They  put  up  an 
excellent  case  and  would  have  done  so  now,  if  they 
had  known  about  the  matter.  But  the  thing  was 
buried  in  the  City  Record  under  a  mistake  in 
instructions  given  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 
That  is  the  reason  why  they  did  not  attend  the 
hearing  and  why  Coun.  Coulthurst  was  not  im- 
pressed with  the  case  put  up. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  was 
of  the  opinion  that  this  hearing  was  advertised  in 
all  the  papers  in  Boston,  as  well  as  in  the  City 
Record,  and  to  make  myself  sure  on  that  point  I 
have  just  inquired  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees' 
office  and  find  that  there  were  copies  sent  tp  ten 
newspapers  in  Boston  advertising  this  ht.aring 
that  was  given  in  the  Chamber  last  week. 

Coun.  SMITH — Was  that  an  advertisement 
paid  for  by  the  city,  or  simply  a  notice  of  the 
public  hearing? 

Coun.  B.^LLANTYNE— There  were  ten  copies 
of  advertisements  sent  to  ten  papers  in  Boston,  and 
paid  for  out  of  the  City  Council's  contingent  fund. 


Coun.  SMITH — Simply  as  a  matter  of  informa- 
tion to  the  City  Council,  inasmuch  as  the  coun- 
cilor has  just  brought  it  up,  I  would  ask  if  he  has 
a  copy  of  that  advertisement?  Was  it  a  one-line 
notice  stuck  on  a  page  with  other  notices,  or  was 
it  in  a  form  that  would  attract  attention?  The 
point  is,  would  anybody  know  that  there  was  to 
be  a  hearing  from  the  form  of  notice  that  was 
sent  out?  Was  there  any  real  advertisement  that 
would  attract  attention? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE — It  was  a  notice  placed 
in  the  usual  legal  notice  column  of  the  papers,  and 
I  had  a  copy  sent  to  me  by  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees. I  suppose  that  every  other  member  of 
the  Council  had  a  copy. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  would  simply 
like  to  ask  Coun.  Ballantyne  how  many  of  the 
women  folks  in  his  family  read  the  legal  notices 
in  the  papers,  and  consequently  how  many  of 
them  would  know  if  there  was  to  be  anv  hearing? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— I  would  say  that  it 
was  one  of  the  women  folks  in  my  family  that 
called  my  attention  to  it. 

Coun."  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  member  from  Ward  11  a  question — if 
he  himself  attended  that  hearing? 

Coun.  SMITH — You  mean  the  member  present 
or  the  member  absent? 

Covm.  KENNY — There  is  only  one  member 
from  Ward   11   here. 

Reconsideration  of  the  rejection  of  the  ordi- 
nance was  refused. 


MEMORIAL    DAY,    SONS    OF    \"ETERANS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order — That, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  587 
of  the  Acts  of  1908,  the  Police  and  Fire  Commis- 
sioners be  authorized  to  grant  a  leave  of  absence 
to  department  members  who  are  members  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  on  Memorial  Daj',  May  30, 
1912,  without  loss  of  pay. 

Passed. 


ANNUITY   FOR   MRS.    MONAHAN. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  616  of  the  Acts  of 
1912  an  annuity  of  $300  be  allowed  and  paid  for  a 
period  of  ten  years  to  Margaret  M.  ilonahan, 
widow  of  Patrick  D.  jNIonahan,  who  was  killed  by 
being  run  over  by  a  cart  while  in  the  service  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  on  M.arch  28,  1912, 
but  such  annuity  shall  cease  on  the  death  or 
remarriage  of  said  widow  within  the  period  afore- 
said; the  amounts  paid  under  the  authority  of 
this  order  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Works  Department. 

Assigned   to   the    next   meeting   on    motion    of 

Coun.  McDonald. 


CITY     EMPLOYEES'     PJCNIC     HOLIDAYS. 

Coun.  McDON.\LD  offered  an  order— That_^ 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chajjtcr  587 
of  the  Acts  of  1908  the  officer  or  board  in  charge 
of  each  department  be  authorized  to  grant  a 
holiday,  without  loss  of  pay,  to  the  employees  of 
such  department  or  division  thereof  on  the  day  of 
the  annual  department  or  division  picnic. 

Passed. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  paj-  roll  (referred 
to-day)  of  Registrar  of  Deeds,  amounting  to 
$4,312.92 — recommending  approval  of  the  same. 

Report  accepted;    pay  roll  approved. 


ROPING    OFF   AT   FRANKLIN    PARK. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order- That  the 
City  Messenger  rope  off  the  portion  of  Franklin 
Park  on  which  a  pageant  is  to  be  given  by  the 
Boston  Social  Union  on  Memorial  Da.v,  May  30, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Passed. 


MAY    27,    1912. 
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ACCEPTANCE  OF  WELLINGTON  ROAD. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lay  out  and 
ai-eept  as  a  pubhc  way  Wellington  road,  Ward  16. 

Passed. 


PLAYGROUND,    MATTAPAN. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  be  authorized 
to  hire  for  playground  purposes  the  Woodman 
.Jones  estate  on  River  street,  Mattapan,  the  ex- 
pense not  to  exceed  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Grounds 
Department. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Coun.  .SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  passage  of  the  order.  I  would 
simply  like  to  ask  the  councilor  who  introduced 
the  order,  whether  this  is  the  customary  order, 
whether  this  is  the  usual  playground  out  there  that 
is  ordinarily  hired? 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  that  order  has 
been  offered  from  year  to  year,  to  hire  the  play- 
ground at  an  expense  of  $200  or  $;«)0,  I  think  $200. 
Last  year  the  City  Council  appropriated  a  sum  of 
money  for  a  Mattapan  pla.vground.  In  the  mean- 
time the  boys  of  the  district  have  no  place  to 
play,  and  I  have  in  my  hand  a  petition  signed  by 
700  residents  asking  for  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — May  I  ask  also  if  this  is  the 
playground  that  an  open  sewer  runs  through? 
There  is  one  playground,  either  in  Nepon.set  or 
Mattapan,  that  the  Mayor  referred  to  in  that 
respect,  when  he  asked  us  for  our  sewer  loan. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  this  play- 
ground the  city  has  no  jurisdiction  over.  It  is 
owned  by  private  individuals  and  the  city  leases  it. 
Undoubtedly  the  Mayor  would  not  concern  him- 
S(!lf  to  the  extent  of  taking  money  from  the  City 
Treasury  to  drain  private  land.  Naturally  the 
playground  the  gentleman  refers  to  is  not  this 
Ijlayground. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  don't  want  to 
cause  any  undue  emotion  on  the  part  of  the  coun- 
cilor. We  have  had  a  playground  referred  to  that 
has  a  ditch  across  the  middle  of  it  filled  wi^h 
sewage,  and  a  part  of  the  money  to  be  raised  by 
the  sewerage  loan  order  was  to  be  used  to  cure  that 
evil.  I  simply  ask  for  information  whether  this 
is  the  one  or  not? 

Coun.  COLLINS — I  assume  from  my  reply  to 
the  gentleman  that  it  is  very  clear  that  this  is  not 
the  playground  that  the  Mayor  had  in  mind. 

Coun.  SMITH — Thank  you,  councilor,  for  the 
information. 

Coun.  SMITH  withdrew  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  passage  of  the  order. 


PUBLIC  HEARING,  PROPERTY  TAKEN. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  City  Council  hold  a 
public  hearing  in  the  Committee  Room,  City  Hall, 
on  Frida.v,  Ma.v  31,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the 
expediency  of  taking  property  on  Chestnut  street. 
Ward   11,  for  street  purposes. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  matter  was 
put  into  committee  some  months  ago,  and  has 
conic  up  twice  in  committee,  each  time  there  being 
a  request  that  it  be  delayed  so  that  a  councilor 
could  look  the  ground  over.  I  had  no  objection  to 
that  at  all.  The  objection  now  raised  in  committee 
is  that  we  ought  not  to  interfere  with  any  depart- 
ment of  the  cit.v.  I  sympathize  with  that  opinion, 
but  I  don't  think  it  is  a  good  one,  for  this  reason. 
We  have  already  passed   this  afternoon  requests 


that  the  Street  Commis.sioners  attend  to  certain 
street  improvements.  I  am  simply  asking  that 
they  do  not  make  this  street  improvement — just 
the  reverse  of  the  orders  put  in  by  Couns.  Coult- 
huTst  and  Collins.  We  have  also  passed  this 
afternoon  an  order  requesting  that  the  Fire 
Commissioner  and  Police  Commissioner  grant 
a  holiday  to  the  Spanish  War  Veterans.  We 
have  also  passed  an  order  interfering  with  another 
department — I  forget  just  which  one — asking  that 
a  holiday  be  granted  on  the  day  of  the  picnic 
in  that  department.  Now,  all  those  orders  in- 
terfere with  the  administrative  duties  of  the 
departments.  They  are  requests  by  this  body 
that  certain  departments  take  cognizance  of  our 
opinions  on  certain  points.  They  are  not  bind- 
ing in  an.y  wa.y.  We  have  been  pas.sing  such 
orders  and  resolutions  ever  since  this  body  came 
into  being.  Last  year  we  passed  them  continuall.v. 
In  one  case,  that  of  the  Ward  19  Playground,  our 
action  had  great  weight,  and  the  Park  Commis- 
.sioners were  di.ssuaded  from  buying  a  lot  of  land  that 
they  absolutely  intended  to  buy  because  of  the 
opinion  of  this  Council.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  argument  that  has  been  advanced  here  in  that 
rispcit  will  not  prevail  .again.st  this  request  for  a 
public  hearing,  because  it  docs  not  .seem  valid. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  that  matter  was 
discus.sed  this  afternoon  in  executive  committee, 
and  the  motion  was  put  and  carried  that,  pending 
the  investigation  which  is  now  being  carried  on  by 
the  Street  Commissioners,  it  lie  on  the  table. 
Therefore,  I  now  move  that  this  order  or  resolu- 
tion be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Coun.  SMITH — Of  course,  Mr.  President,  that 
action  by  the  committee  is  equivalent  to  letting 
the  Street  Commissioners  pass  upon  this  matter 
and  settle  it,  without  jur  first  acting  upon  it. 
I  do  not  want  to  ask  for  any  action  on  this  matter 
after  the  Street  Commissioners  have  passed  upon 
it.  They  can  then  go  ahead  and  make  the  taking, 
and  anything  we  may  or  may  not  do  does  not 
count.  You  (cannot  expect  them  to  put  themselves 
in  the  position  of  recognizing  our  opinion  after 
they  have  acted  on  a  matter.  But  if  we  express 
our  opinion  first  it  may  have  some  weight.  If 
we  are  going  to  act  on  the  matter  at  all,  let  us  act 
when  our  action  may  have  some  weight,  before 
the  Street  Commissioners  have  acted  upon  it. 
I  hope  that  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
will  not  prevail. 

Coun.  Ktnny's  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone was  declared  carried.  Coun.  SMITH 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed, 
yeas  6,  nays  2. 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Collins, 
Coulthurst,  Kenny,  McDonald — 6. 

Na.vs — Coim.  Buckley,  Smith — 2. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  for  reconsideration. 

The  question  came  on  reconsideration. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  lie  on  the  table. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President. 

President  ATTRIDGE— There  is  no  debate 
allowed  upon  that  motion. 

The  Council  voted  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE, general  reconsideration  on  all  busi- 
ness transacted  at  the  meeting. 


Adjourned,  at  G.IO  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COULTHURST,  to  meet  on  Monday,  ,Iune  3,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  3,  1912. 
Regular   meeting  of  the   City   Council,   held   in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.   m.,   President   ATTRIDGE   in   the   chair,   and 
all  the  members  present. 


.\PPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  JMayor,  June  3,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable 
body,  I  hereby  appoint  Miss  Sophie  Zinger,  1.52 
West  Sixth  street,  Ward  13,  Weigher  of  Boilers 
and  Heavy  Machinery,  for  the  term  ending  April 
30,  1913. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.\ld,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


BUST   OF   POET   LONGFELLOW. 

The  following  was  received : 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  "Mayor,  June  1,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  Mr. 
A.  Shuman,  in  which  he  states  that  he  and  nine 
other  citizens  have  subscribed  the  sum  of  $1,000 
for  a  bust  of  Henry  W.  Longfellow,  executed  by 
the  late  Samuel  J.  Kitson.  The  subscription  was 
made  in  response  to  my  suggestion  that  the  city 
government  might  be  willing  to  contribute  one- 
half  the  cost  of  such  a  bust.  I  understand  that 
the  library  trustees  are  ready  to  give  it  a  place  in 
the  Central  Library  on  Copley  square,  and  that 
the  Art  Commission  has  approved  the  work  on 
condition  that  a  few  minor  alterations  be  made. 
Mr.  Kitson's  widow,  who  is  the  owner  of  this 
work  of  art,  has  fixed  a  price  of  S2,000,  and  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  as  there  is  no  public  memorial 
to  Longfellow  in  Boston  the  City  Council  should 
recognize  his  position  in  literature  and  join  with 
these  public-spirited  citizens  by  appropriating 
the  sum  necessary  to  make  up  the  total. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders,  accepting  this  contribution 
by  Mr.  Shuman  and  his  fellow-contributors,  and 
transferring  the  sum  of  SI, 000  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  an  appropriation  for  Mr.  Kitson's  bust 
of  the  poet  Longfellow. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Boston,  May  31,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — You  will  remember  that 
recently  I  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  our  public  spirited  men  in  Boston  felt 
that  there  should  be  a  bust  of  Henry  W.  Long- 
fellow in  our  Public  Library,  and  that  since  an 
opportunity  was  now  presented  to  secure  the 
Kitson  bust  which  has  been  highly  praised  and 
approved  by  the  Art  Commission,  and  also  by  the 
poet  himself  in  a  letter  to  Mr,  Kitson  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  widow,  therefore  the  City  of 
Boston  ought  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
and  secure  the  bust. 

You  expressed  your  .sympathy  with  the  project 
and  later  said  to  me  that  if  some  of  the  men  who 
believed  the  bust  ought  to  be  purchased  would 
raise  one-half  of  the  sum  of  $2,000  involved,  you 
would  recommend  that  the  city  appropriate  the 
balance  and  make  possible  the  location  of  the  bust 
in  the  Public  Library. 

I  take  pleasure  in  advising  you  that  we  have 
raised  the  amount  of  money  which  you  stipufated, 


and  I  send  you  herewith  check  on  the  Common- 
wealth Trust  Company,  made  payable  to  your 
order  as  Mayor  of  Boston,  for  one  thousand  dollars, 
contributed  by  the  following  citizens: 

F.  E.  Peabody SlOO 

Wallace  L.  Pierce 100 

T.  B.  Fitzpatrick 100 

A.  F.  Estabrook 100 

Charles  A.  Stone 100 

J.  J.  Storrow 100 

Alexander  Cochrane 100 

H.  Staples  Potter 100 

William  H.  Wellington 100 

A.  Shuman 100 

Total .SI. OOP 

I  think  it  will  be  a  matter  of  general  satisfaction 
that  the  poet  Longfellow,  so  well  loved  by  his  own 
people,  will  now  have  a  fitting  memorial  in  his  own 
home.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  city  as 
represented  by  yourself  and  those  who  have 
volunteered  contributions,  all  our  citizens  will 
have  a  part  in  making  this  possible.  As  you  know, 
for  many  years  there  has  been  a  splendid  bust  of 
him  in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  it  has  seemed  very 
inconsistent  that  our  own  Public  Library  con- 
tained no  memorial  whatever. 

The  cast  for  the  bust  has  been  sent  to  Italy 
in  order  that  the  marble  bust  may  be  completed 
promptly,  and  it  can  be  delivered  within  a  few 
weeks. 

The  subscribers  will  thank  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council  for  giving  this  matter  prompt  atten- 
tion, and  await  your  early  acknowledgment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, .on  behalf  of  the  sub- 
scribers. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  Shuman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Art  Commission,  for  Mr. 
Kitson's  bust  of  Longfellow. 

-  Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  hereby  accepts  a 
gift  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  subscribed  by 
Mr.  A.  Shuman  and  nine  other  gentlemen  as  a 
contribution  toward  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Kitson's 
bust  of  the  poet  Longfellow. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REMOVAL   OF   HOUSE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  "Mayor,  May  31,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  J.  Porter 
Crosby,  Esq.,  representing  Mrs.  Katie  A.  Means, 
the  owner  of  property  numbered  forty-eight  on 
Yeoman  street  and  rear,  which  the  City  Council 
has  on  its  list  to  consider  for  destruction.  Mr. 
Crosby  states  that  Mrs.  Means  proposes  to  have 
the  buildings  taken  down  and  is  making  arrange- 
ments for  that  purpose. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Boston,  May  27,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  suggestion  of  the  Building 
Department,  which  I  notified  verbally  on  Satur- 
day, I  write  you  in  regard  to  property  nximbered 
forty-eight  on  Yeoman  street  and  rear.  Ward  17, 
which  I  understand  the  City  Council  has  on  its 
list  to  consider  for  destruction. 

I  am  attorney  for  Mrs.  Katie  A.  Means,  widow 
and  devisee  of  Arthur  F.  Means,  deceased,  who  is 
the  owner  of  this  property.  The  fact  that  the 
destruction  of  the  buildings  was  to  be  considered 
by  the  City  Council  came  to  Mrs.  Means'  atten- 
tion through  a  newspaper  clipping  which  was  sent 
to  her  recently.  She  has  looked  into  the  matter 
and  proposes  "to  have  the  buildings  taken  down 
and  is  already  making  arrangements  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  we  trust  that  it  will  be  done  shortly. 
Yours  very  truly, 

J.  Porter  Crosby. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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SANITARY     ACCOMMODATIONS,     PUBLIC 
MARKET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  3,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Markets,  stating  the  need  of 
additional  sanitary  accommodations  in  the  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  tax  order  appropriating  $1,000 
additional  for  the  Market  Department  to  cover  the 
cost  of  installation. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  Superintendent  of  Markets, 
June  3,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  The  room  in  Quincy  Hall  over 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  occupied  by  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  as  an  office,  is  about  to 
be  vacated  and  an  opportunity  is  thereby  given 
to  provide  a  ladies'  toilet  for  such  employees  in  the 
market,  of  which  at  the  present  time  there  are  one 
hundred  (100).  This  is  a  want  that  has  been 
needed  for  several  years  and  the  absence  of  it  has 
caused  considerable  unfavorable  comment. 

The  expense  of  fitting  the  premises  and  for  the 
necessary  running  expenses  for  the  present  year  I 
estimate  will  be  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  dollars, 
and  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  department  of  markets  be  increased 
that  amount  to  cover  the  expense  attending  the 
same. 

Hoping  this  may  receive  your  favorable  con- 
sideration, I  am, 

Yours  respectfully, 

George  E.  McKay, 
Superintendent  of  Markets. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000)  additional  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
for  the  Market  Department,  and  that  the  .said 
amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  '  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named, viz.: 

Claims. 

Isabel  Scott,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  being  knocked  down  by  horses  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Ellen  G.  Dwyer,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  the  testing  of  the  salt  water 
service  of  the  Fire  Department. 

County  Accounts. 
Henry  W.  Childs,  to  be  retired  under  provisions 
of  chapter  459,  Acts  of  1910. 

Ordinances. 
Arthur  P.  Teele  el.  al.,  for  hearing  on   proposed 
consolidation  of  Cemeterj-  Department  with  other 
departments  of  the  city. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  various  locations,  viz.: 

Louis  Sonnabend,  373  Columbus  avenue.  Ward 
10. 

S.  Gordon,  40-42  Shawmut  avenue.  Ward  7. 

John  E.  Lynch,  672  Broadway,  Ward  14. 

Petition  of  Catherine  A.  Hart  for  permit  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appeat  at  St. 
Augustine's  Hall  on  June  5. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  having  approved  of  the 
same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of  John  F. 
Welch. 

Approved  b.v  the  Council. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSE. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  license  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   LOCATIONS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners of  hearing  on  petitions  of  West  End  Street 
Railway  Company  for  approval  of  3S4th,  385th, 
386th  and  387th  locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   INSPECTORS. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  of  the 
appointment  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  George 
Costanza  and  eleven  others  as  sanitary  inspectors. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT     OF     RAILROAD     POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Department 
of  the  appointment  of  George  M.  Pike  as  railroad 
policeman  on  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Rail- 
road, in  accordance  with  law. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   OIL. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  following  named 
parties  of  use  of  buildings  as  hereinafter  named 
for  the  storage  of  oil,  and  of  intention  to  continue 
use  of  said  buildings  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

Boston  Oil  and  Gasolene  Company,  30  Edinboro' 
street. 

Richard  J.  Burton,  364  Walnut  street,  corner 
Homestead  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  eleven  newsboys, 
one  bootblack  and  four  vendors — recommending 
that  licenses  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  27,  of  Michael  Gallagher  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the 
appointment  was  confirmed. 


TITLE   TO   LAND,   DORCHESTER. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  2,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  city,  for  a  nominal  consideration 
and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, to  execute  to  the  First  Parish  in  Dorchester 
a  deed  of  a  lot  of  land  on  Meeting  House  Hill  in 
the  Dorchester  district  of  Boston,  in  accordance 
with  chapter  282  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  the  vear 
1912. 

On  Maj-  20  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  .veas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 


PAYMENT  OF  ANNUITY  TO  MRS. 
MONAHAN. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  special  assign- 
ment. No.  3,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  the  pro\"isions  of 
chapter  616  of  the  Acts  of  1912  an  annuity  of  three 
hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  for  a  period  of 
ten  years  to  Margaret  M.  Monahan,  widow  of 
Patrick  D.  Monahan,  who  was  killed  b.v  being  run 
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over  by  a  cart  whilo  in  tlic  service  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  on  March  28,  1912,  but  such 
annuity  sliall  cease  on  the  death  or  remarriage  of 
the  said  widow  within  the  period  aforesaid;  the 
amounts  paid  under  the  authority  of  this  order  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  PubUc  Works 
Department. 

Tlio  order  was  passed. 


ICE   WATER   FOR   FOUNTAINS. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order — Tlial 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  authorized 
to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  So, 000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  and  furnishing  ice  for  the 
pubhc  drinking  fountains  during  the  present 
season,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  tor  the  Conunittee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  order  (referred 
April  22)  for  employment  of  messenger  for  the 
judges  of  the  Probate  Court  at  a  salary  of  $1,700 
per  annum — ^that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  pas.sed. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Conunittee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  reports  on  messages,  com- 
munications and  orders — recommending  reference 
of  same  to  the  Executive  Committee,  viz. : 

Message  of  Mayor,  communications  and  order 
(referred  May  (i)  for  .1100,000  for  bridge  repairs. 

Message  of  Mayor,  communication  and  order 
(referred  May  27)  for  $3,000  for  Boston  Infirmary 
Department,  Pauper  Expenses. 

Message  of  Mavor,  comnmnication  and  order 
(referred  May  27)  for  S.'j.OOO  for  Mystic  Play- 
ground. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred  April  1) 
for  .$25,000  for  street  trees. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  said  references 
ordered. 


CLOSING    OF    COAL    HOLE. 

Coun,  BALLANTYNE  otTcrcd  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  autliorizcd  to  cancel  and 
discharge,  by  an  instruuicnt  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department,  the  covenant  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1894,  page  448,  by  which 
the  owner  of  the  estate  104  Lenox  street  agreed 
to  save  the  city  harmless  from  any  and  all  damages 
arising  from  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  a  coal  hole  opening  and  cover  in  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  said  estate  under  a  license  granted  by 
I  he  Board  of  Aldermen  and  approved  July  .31, 
1K89,  which  license  is  ~ hereby  revoked,  said  dis- 
<;harge  to  be  given  upon  condition  that  said  coal 
hole  opening  and  the  excavation  under  the  side- 
walk be  filled  and  the  sidewalk  opening  closed 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Conunissioner 
of  Public  Works. 

Referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Public  Lands. 


ROPING   OF   FRANKLIN    FIELD. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  llie 
City  Messenger  cause  to  be  roped  such  portion 
of  Franklin  Field  as  may  be  required  in  connec- 
tion with  athletic  events  and  drill  of  the  Boston 
School  Cadets,  also  such  parts  of  Mt.  Ida  and 
Gibson  Playground  as  may  be  needed  for  athletic 
games  on  Dorchester  Day,  June  8,  1912,  the 
expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  tlie 
City  Council,  Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed . 


CAR   SERVICE,   WEST   END. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  ask  the 
proper  officials  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  to  either  run  Bay  View  cars  from  East 


Cambridge  to  South  Boston,  as  formerly,  or  take 
such   alternative   measure   as   will  provide   proper 
car   service   tor   the   residents   of    the    West   End 
section  of  the  city. 
Passed. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HALE,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  a  report  on  ordinance  (referred  February 
16)  establishing  a  Boston  Planning  Commission — 
recommending  reference  of  same  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


PLAYGROUNDS,    NORTH   END. 

Coun.  HALE  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
James  J.  Rogers  and  many  others,  asking  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  accompany  a  committee 
of  petitioners  over  the  North  End  to  decide  as 
to  the  needs  of  the  district  for  playground  facilities. 

In  connection  with  the  petition,  Coun.  HALE 
offered  an  order — That  the  Committee  on  Finance 
be  requested  to  accompany  a  committee  of  peti- 
tioners for  playground  facilities  in  the  North  End 
through  said  section  of  the  city,  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  the  needs  of  that  portion  of  the  city 
as  to  playgrounds  and  parks. 

Referrecl  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


RECESS   TAICEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.18  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a 
recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President, 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.20  p.  m. 


PRINTING  OF  MR.  GALLIVAN'S  REMARKS. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order — That 
the  accompanying  paper  read  by  Hon.  James  A. 
Gallivan,  representing  the  City  of  Boston,  relative 
to  city  planning,  be  printed  as  a  city  document. 

Address  of  Street  Commis.sioner  James  A. 
Gallivan  at  the  Second  Session  of  the 
National  Conference  on  City  Planning, 
Tuesday,  May  28,  1912,  on  the  Subject, 
"  Paying  the  Bills  for  City  Improvements." 

,\  few  daj'S  ago  a  Boston  newspaper,  briefly 
referring  to  the  approaching  visit  to  our  city  of 
the  gentlemen  who  compose  this  association, 
advised  the  city's  representatives  at  these  gather- 
ings not  to  concede  too  much  to  the  delegates  who 
are  here  from  beyond  ouf  borders  who  may  feel 
prompted  to  criticise  Boston  because  it  is  not 
"laid  out"  on  the  checkerboard-pattern.  The 
writer  of  the  paragraph  was  apparently  anxious 
that  we  should  let  you  folks  know  that  we  are 
conscious  of  the  structural  shortcomings  which 
were  imposed  upon  us  by  earlier  centuries,  and 
which  many  a  city  has  been  able  to  avoid  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  built  the  other  day.  And 
while  we  were  advised  to  acknowledge  cheerfully 
that  our  streets  are  narrow,  that  our  waterfront 
is  not  all  that  it  should  be,  that  we  still  accommo- 
date a  few  slum  districts,  and  cannot  hope  to  hide 
certain  waste  areas  that  should  have  been  devel- 
oped years  ago,  we  were  not  to  forget  to  let  you 
know  that  we  are  now  widening  some  of  our 
streets,  that  we  are  building  up  the  waste  areas 
and  have  already  started  the  great  work  for  the 
improvement  of  the  port  of  Boston. 

Boston  is  indeed  honored  in  the  presence  of 
this  conference  in  its  city,  and  fortunate  in  the 
opportunity  afforded  of  acquiring  at  first  hand  a 
knowledge  of  the  proper  and  scientific  solution 
of  those  varied  problems  that  have  grown  to  be 
such  serious  defects  in  the  civic  and  social  life 
of  our  American  municipalities.  The  modern 
city  planning  movement,  conceived  largely  in 
this  country  in  the  desire  to  cure  the  evil  of  con- 
gestion of  population,  has  now  become  an  all- 
embracing  study.  The  great  broad  field  of  human 
endeavor,  all  the  complex  forces  of  social  and 
industrial  life,  private  and  public  interests,  indi- 


16'2 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


vidiml  and  collective  cooperation,  all  bear  important 
relation  to  the  science  of  city  planning,  but  under- 
lying all,  as  a  practical  matter  of  compelling  . 
interest,  is  the  question-  of  the  city  streets,  those 
great  arteries  through  which  flows  its  life  blood 
and  the  basis  of  its  prosperity  and  proper  healthy 
growth. 

I  regret  to  state  that  Boston  with  respect  to 
the  science  of  city  planning  offers  little  of  an 
instructive  nature,  unless  it  be  to  teach  the  lesson 
of  the  futility  of  not  looking  beyond  one's  generation 
in  the  planning  of  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  the 
dangers  of  inadequate  laws  constituting  almost 
insuperable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  systematic 
improvement. 

There  is  a  growing  tendency,  of  late  years,  to 
recognize  the  charm  of  the  irregular  and  informal 
plans  evolved  out  of  the  necessities  of  the  times. 
Old  Boston  with  its  crooked  and  twisting  ways 
is  rich  in  historic  association;  it  appeals  to  the 
patriot,  the  romanticist  and  the  sesthete;  some  of 
the  old  streets  are  hallowed  spots  where  stirring 
scenes  of  our  country's  history  were  enacted,  and 
are  still  fragrant  with  the  memory  of  our  revo- 
lutionary heroes;  but  there  is  also  the  practical 
aspect  which  must  be  considered  if  the  city's 
industrial  needs  are  to  be  served,  if  the  commercial- 
life  is  to  be  given  free  and  convenient  means  of 
circulation  and  the  population  afforded  adequate 
facilities  for  transportation  and  communication. 
Unfortunately  here  in  Boston  we  are  forced  to 
recognize  deplorable  street  conditions  in  the 
business  section  of  the  city  which,  uncorrected, 
are  bound  to  hamper  its  growth,  and,  worse  still, 
we  are  forced  supinely  to  contemplate  the  evil 
because  ill-advised  legislation  prevents  the  remedy- 
ing of  the  defects  on  a  proper  financial  basis. 
The  streets  of  business  Boston  to-day  are  choked 
with  iioot  and  vehicular  traffic  —  not  a  sudden 
culmination  by  any  means,  nor  the  result  of 
unforeseen  development — but  rather  because  the 
population  and  trade  of  the  city  have  increased 
in  a  natural  way  with  no  effort  made  from  year 
to  year  for  devising  a  well-formulated  scheme 
of  relief.  Like  many  of  our  large  American  cities 
we  have  progressed  beyond  that  stage  where  a 
comprehensive  plan,  starting  with  an  imposing 
civic  center  and  embracing  radial  and  circum- 
ferential highways  could  be  realized,  but  eventually 
American  ingenuity  will  bring  cosmos  out  of  the 
chaos  of  the  immature  and  impulsive  planning 
of  past  years  so  that  what  Voltaire  said  of  his  own 
Paris,  "We  see  every  day  what  is  wanting  in  our 
city  and  content  ourselves  with  murmuring, "  may 
not  forever  be  said  of  us. 

At  the  third  national  conference  in  Philadelphia 
it  was  decided  that,  in  the.  scheme  of  city  planning 
or  replanning,  the  cost  of  local  improvements 
should  be  paid  for  by  special  assessments  upon  the 
benefited  districts.  In  our  theory  of  law  this 
form  of  tax  represents  an  enhancement  of  private 
values.  Boston's  .special  assessment  law  ■  was 
enacted  in  1891  and  was  designed  to  return  to  the 
city  practically  the  entire  cost  of  such  work,  but 
ten  years  after  its  passage,  during  which  time 
millions  had  been  expended  for  improvements, 
litigation  and  the  importunate  demands  of  realty 
owners  for  a  change  in  the  law  led  to  the  enact- 
ment of  legislation  which  compelled  the  city  to 
assume  at  least  one-half  .of  the  cost  of  every  street 
improvement  it  affected,  and  to  limit  its  assess- 
able districts  to  within  125  feet  of  the  street 
opened  or  improved;  it  is  under  such  unwise 
restrictions  that  this  city  to-day  is  laboring.  Forty 
millions  of  Boston's  outstanding  funded  debt 
has  been  issued  for  street  and  sewer  improvements 
from  which  tremendous  private  profits  have 
resulted. 

I  believe  it  is  fundamentally  wrong  for  a  slate 
legislature  to  compel  a  city  to  assume  a  fixed 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  its  street  improvemcnl.s. 
This  should  be  determined  by  the  municipal  body 
or  officers  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  the 
assessment.  The  Federal  Supreme  Court  has 
laid  down  the  rule  that  these  charges  must  be 
limited  by  the  measure  of  the  benefit  conferred, 
but  this  principle  was  enunciated,  I  submit,  no 
more  to  afford  protection  to  the  owner  of  land 
against  the  imposition  of  oppressive  charges  than 
to  indicate  to  what  extent  cities  might  .justly 
demand  reimbursement  for  those  expenditures 
of  public  funds  which  result  in  private  gain.  If  the 
right  of  the  city  to  assess  for  local  improvements 
is  to  be  qualified  in  the  authorizing  statute  the 
claSvses  of  street  improvements  should  be  differ- 
entiated for  assessment  purposes  according  to 
functional  needs.     The  entire  cost  of  constructing 


a  forty-foot  residential  street  should  be  borne 
entirely  by  abutting  land  owners.  In  some 
cities  the  entire  expense  of  street  openings  and 
widenings  up  to  sixty  feet  in  width  are  assessed 
on  contiguous  land.  The  streets  exceeding  forty 
feet  in  width  are  usually  built  in  response  to  gen- 
eral public  demands,  not  alone  to  furnish  ordinary 
street  facilities  to  abutting  land,  and  as  the 
width  increases  so  the  direct  benefit  to  abutting 
land  becomes  a  proportionately  smaller  part  of  the 
whole  cost  and  the  benefited  district  expands. 
It  is  only  fair  to  expect  the  city  to  assume  a  part 
of  the  cost  of  the  more  pretentious  improve- 
ments, such  as  boulevards,  main  highways  and 
traffic  thoroughfares,  but  the  point  I  wish  to 
emphasize  is,  that  the  practical  determination  of 
special  assessments  should  be  delegated  to  the 
municipality  whose  officials  are  of  necessity  familiar 
with  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  work  for  which 
the  charges  are  levied  as  well  as  the  character 
and  value  of  properties  within  the  assessable 
districts.  These  restrictions  are  usually  imposed 
by  legislative  bodies  at  the  behest  of  real  estate 
interests,  and  the  lack  of  wisdom  shown  by  such 
laws  is  well  e^ddenced  by  that  provision  in  our 
Massachusetts  statute  which  compels  a  limitation 
of  assessable  districts  to  a  distance  of  125  feet  from 
the  improvement  in  entire  disregard  of  the  actual 
distance  and  area  of  the  benefit  conferred.  The 
inadeciuacy  of  a  law  delimiting  assessable  districts 
is  well  shown  by  the  assessment  levied  on  account 
of  the  Bennington  street  boulevard  constructed 
in  .this  city  a  few  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  $700,000. 
An  assessment  was  made  of  S56,000,  about  8  per 
cent,  and  the  Legislature,  at  the  request  of  persons 
assessed,  has  recently  passed  an  act  recommending 
the  abatement  of  even  this  meager  sum.  The 
fact  that  the  legislative  enactment,  according  to 
our  Federal  Supreme  Court,  as  far  as  assessable ' 
districts  are  concerned,  is  not  open  to  review  by  the 
court,  does  not  justify  such  a  law. 

The  truth  of  the  matter,  in  regard  to  this  method 
of  financing  local  improvements,  is  that  the  ordi- 
nary taxpayer  looks  with  particular  resentment 
upon  special  assessments  of  any  kind.  General 
taxation  is  regarded  and  anticipated  as  an  incident 
to  the  ownership  of  real  estate,  a  pure  civic  rc- 
sponsibilit.v,  but  it  is  an  extremely  different  matter 
to  convince  owners  that  the  construction  of  local 
improvements  enhances  the  value  of  their  holdings, 
and  the  frankest  professions  and  assurances  of 
willingness  to  pay  assessments  made  at  the  time 
these  injprovements  are  soiight,  very  frequently 
are  transformed,  after  completion  of  the  work, 
into  feelings  of  antagonism  which  often  culminate 
in  long  drawn  out  litigation.  In  many  instances, 
I  will  admit,  this  antagonism  is  justified.  The 
restriction  of  assessments  to  a  radius  of  125  feet 
necessitates  the  limitation  of  the  amount  assessed 
to  50  per  cent  of^he  cost,  because  it  seldom 
happens  (and  then  only  in  40-foot  residential 
street  openings)  that  the  benefit  of  the  improve- 
ment within  the  limited  radius  exceeds  or  even 
equals  this  percentage.  This  is  particularly  true 
in  those  parts  of  Boston  where  the  benefit,  .as 
measured  by  the  rise  of  valuations  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity,  proves  disappointing.  So  that, 
after  all,  there  is  a  perverse  consistency  in  the 
yoking  together  of  these  two  limitations,  each  of 
wliich  in  itself  is  unjust  to  the  cit.v  as  a  whole. 

The  logical  result  of  the  inability  of  tire  city  to 
get  back  even  a  reasonable  percentage  of  its  out- 
lay from  the  property  owners  has  been  a  reduction 
of  activit.v  in  this  direction.  In  other  cities,  as, 
for  example,  in  New  York,  where  the  propert.v 
owners  over  a  wide  area  pay  the  larger  part  of  the 
cost,  the  authorities  may  go  ahead  boldly  and 
satisfy  the  demands  of  traffic  by  lajing  out  new 
thoroughfares  at  will;  but  in  Boston  every  such 
venture  means  a  considerable  addition  to  the  debt 
of  the  city. 

At  the  same  time,  our  needs  arc  perhaps  greater 
than  those  of  the  newer  cities,  because  of  o\iT 
complicated  highway  plan,  narrow  streets  and 
congested  business  district.  The  pressure  of 
absolute  necessity  has  led  to  the  examination  of 
new  methods  of  assessment  for  street  construction, 
culminating  in  the  partial  adoption,  bj-  means  of 
a  constitutional  amendment,  of  what  is  known  as 
the  excess  condemnation  method.  This  sj-stem 
has  been  favored  elsewhere  because  it  enables  the 
city  to  take  over  the  remnants  or  odds  and  ends  of 
estates  which  in  some  of  our  thoroughfares,  as 
well  as  in  those  of  New  York,  have  led  to  a  motle.v 
and  irregular  frontage,  offensive  to  lovers  of 
s.ymmctrv  in  construction  and  .actually  detrimental 
to  the  growth  of  business  in  the  streets  affected. 
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Its  advocates,'  moreover,  argued,  from  tlie  ex- 
ppricnci'  of  foreign  cities,  that  it  would  enable 
BoMton  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  its  street  improve- 
ments and  even  reap  a  profit,  where  now  the  only 
question  is  the  extent  of  the  loss.  This  seemed  to 
a  good  many  of  ua  at  the  time  a  rather  roseate  view 
to  take,  for  if  the  full  benefit  to  the  estates  within 
a  radius  of  12.5  feet  is  seldom  equal  to  one-half 
the  cost  it  would  seem  difficult  for  the  city  to 
recover  the  whole  cost  by  taking  over  the  title 
to  the  same  property,  holding  it  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  then  reselling  it. 

However,  at  our  state  election  last  year  the 
people  adopted  this  constitutional  amendment. 
Briefly  stated,  it  permits  the  Legislature  to  pass 
acts  for  street  improvements  wherein  more  land 
than  is  required  for  the  street  may  be  taken,  the 
same  to  be  sold  after  the  completion  of  the  im- 
provement. This  amendment  had  been  agitated 
for  many  years  b.v  people  who  honestly  believed 
it  would  cause  a  revolution  in  the  methods  of 
making  highway  improvements.  The  advocates 
of  this  measure  also  believed  that  it  would  help 
to  solve  the  question  of  a  city  beautiful,  I)ecause, 
as  I  have  explained,  the  city  could  control  the  use 
of  th(?  excess  land  taken  by  placing  upon  it  restric- 
tions as  to  the  character  of  buildings  to  be  erected, 
their  height,  use,  and  anything  else  which  would 
satisf.v  the  sesthetic  tastes  of  the  community.  In 
this  respect  they  are  imdoubtedly  right,  but,  if 
our  study  of  the  problem  amounts  to  anything, 
they  will  fall  far  short  of  their  expectations  on  the 
financial  side. 

Before  entering  more  fully  into  a  discussion  of 
the  possibilities  of  excess  takings,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  say  a  brief  word  of  an  ambitious  attempt 
to  apply  the  principle  of  excess  condemnfrtion  in 
the  cities  and  towns  of  this  Commonwealth.  In 
the  Statutes  of  1904  may  be  found  a  comprehensive, 
act  which  had  some  of  the  purposes  in  view  for 
which  you  gentlemen  of  the  City  Planning  Con- 
ference are  striving.  This  act  is  known  as  chapter 
443  of  that  year.  It  was  adopted  after  a  careful 
study  of  the  problem,  including  personal  studies 
abroad  by  members  of  a  commission  which  had 
been  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  which  actually 
drew  the  bill.  This  act  intended  to  provide  that, 
cities  and  towns,  or  even  the  Commonwealth 
itsalf,  might  acquire  all  of  a  piece  of  property, 
any  part  of  which  was  to  be  taken  for  a  highway 
improvement,  and  to  sell  the  excess  of  land  after 
the  completion  of  the  improvement.  A  study  of 
the  act  would  be  worth  the  while  of  any  person 
interested,  if  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  observe 
the  extreme  care  exerci.seci  in  making  it,  and  the 
safeguards  thrown  about  the  property  involved. 

Though  this  act  has  been  on  the  statute  books 
for  eight  years,  I  know  of  no  instance  of  its  being 
invoked.  The  constitutionality  of  the  act  was 
questioned  from  the  beginning,  which  probably 
accounts  for  its  not  being  used.  The  existence 
of  the  act  shows,  however,  that  here  in  Boston  the 
subject  of  correct  city  planning  had  long  been  given 
■serious  attention. 

Undoubtedly  there  are  opportunities  to  invoke 
the  excess  condemnation  provision  of  our  laws  in 
the  improvement  of  highways  without  great  cost 
to  the  cit.v.  The  business  centers  of  large  and 
growing  cities  undergo  changes  every  few  years, 
due  largely  to  expansion  of  trade.  If  this  expan- 
sion could  be  gauged  with  some  degree  of  accuracy, 
a  few  years  in  advance,  the  street  improvements 
necessary  to  bring  about  the  best  results  could 
probably  be  made  so  as  to  give  the  cit.v  the  fullest 
returns  on  the  expenditure  required. 

Soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitutional 
amendment,  about  which  I  am  speaking,  the  Board, 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  made  an  exhaustive 
study  of  this  method  of  city  highway  development, 
with  results  which  I  think  will  interest  you.  I  will 
take  but  two  examples  of  the  study,  and  I  select 
them  because  they  are  widely  different  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  work  out. 

Nothing  is  more  needed  in  this  cit.y  than  a  broad 
highway  connecting  the  two  terminal  stations. 
Such  a  highway  is  particularly  needed  for  teaming 
traffic  and  for  the  transportation  of  pas.sengers. 
A  plan  for  such  a  highwa.v  has  been  prepared.  It 
proposes  not  only  the  widening  of  existing  thor- 
oughfares but  also  the  making  of  an  entirely  new 
way  through  property  which  has  a  high  market 
value.  The  proposition  is  for  a  way  100  feet  wide. 
It  would  be  without  doubt  of  tremendous  value 
to  a  very  large  section  of  the  city.  The  as.sessed 
vahie  of  the  property  which  would  be  taken  for  the 
way  itself   is   $8,118,811.      If  only    remnants   of 


estates  which  would  be  affected  by  the  improvement 
were  taken  $3,804,889  would  have  to  be  added. 

It  is  thought  that,  if  the  fullest  use  of  the  excess 
condemnation  principle  is  to  be  applied,  takings  for 
a  distance  of  12.5  feet  from  the  line  of  the  improve- 
ment ought  to  be  made.  To  make  such  a  taking 
would  involve  property  having  an  assessed  value 
of  $7,87.5,700,  making  a  total  assessed  value  of 
all  the  property  involved,  $19,799,000. 

This  is  a  pretty  large  sum  for  a  city  whose 
borrowing  capacity  is  less  than  one-quarter  of  this 
sum.  Bear  in  mind  that  this  is  only  the  as.sessed 
value.  When  property  is  taken  for  public  pur- 
poses it  is  rarely  obtained  for  the  assessed  value. 
Perhaps  in  a  case  such  as  I  am  discussing,  where  the 
propert.v  has  a  large  and  sure  rental  value,  the  city 
might  be  reciuired  to  pay  as  high  as  50  per  cent 
over  the  assessed  value  for  such  as  woidd  be  taken. 
This  would  add  $9,899,.500  additional  to  the  fore- 
going figures,  making  the  total  .about  $28, 098, .500 
for  land  and  buildings. 

To  get  this  vast  simi  back  into  the  city  treasury 
it  has  been  estimated  that  the  excess  land  would 
have  to  sell  at  153  per  cent  over  its  present  assessed 
value.  Can  you  conceive  of  such  a  tremendous 
enhancement  of  vahies  merely  because  the  city 
has  laid  out  a  broad  highway  which  would  be 
devoted  largely  to  transportation  purposes?  For 
my.self  I  confess  I  cannot  see  such  a  great  increase 
in  values  immediately  following  such  an  improve- 
ment. If  such  an  improvement  should  be  made, 
untler  the  conditions  I  have  described,  ought  the 
city  to  hold  the  excess  propert.v  taken  until  such 
time  as  it  would  be  sold  at  the  advance  named? 
What  would  the  city  do  with  the  property  while 
awaiting  a  favorable  market?  Ought  the  city  to 
put  it  in  order  for  occupancy  and  rent  it  during  the 
time  it  has  it  on  its  hands?  It  seems  to  me  that 
our  con.stitutional  amendment  does  not  contem- 
plate anj'thing  of  the  kind.  I  doubt  that  the  city 
could  even  put  new  fronts  into  buildings  that 
had  been  partiall.v  de.stro.ved,  and  if  it  cannot  do 
this,  imagine  what  an  unsightly  condition  a  street 
would  be  in,  with  the  interiors  of  buildings  exposed 
with  hideous  effect. 

Unless  the  city  could  improve  such  buildings 
and  rent  them  while  awaiting  a  favorable  market 
the  disadvantages  of  such  a  method  of  street 
improvements  would  be  far  greater  than  any 
possible  benefits.  There  would,  in  addition, 
be  the  loss  of  taxes,  no  inconsiderable  item,  and 
the  interest  on  the  money  borrowed  for  the  under- 
taking. 

As  showing  that  there  is  some  merit  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  excess  condemnation,  I  havB  in  mind  a 
street  in  this  city  which  it  is  proposed  to  improve, 
and  which,  judging  by  the  estimates,  it  seems  can 
be  made  under  excess  condemnation  proceedings 
to  tlie  great  advantage  of  the  city.  This  street 
is  in  line  of  the  development  of  the  Park  square 
lands,  so  called,  the  abandoned  site  of  a  railroad 
station.  It  is  proposed  to  widen  this  street, 
taking  property  which,  it  is  estimated,  will  be 
damaged  to  the  extent  of  abovit  $900,000.  It 
so  happens  that  a  large  portion  of  the  property 
to  be  taken  is  either  owned  or  controlled  by  the 
New  Haven  Railroad,  whose  representatives 
show  a  disposition  to  treat  with  the  city  on  an 
extremely  liberal  basis. 

The  total  cost  of  this  improvement,  including 
excess  takings,  is  estimated  at  $950,000.  It  is 
further  estimated  that  the  net  cost  to  the  city 
would  be  but  $100,000,  because  it  is  believed  a 
ready  market  at  a  good  price  would  be  found  for 
the  excess  land  which  would  be  sold  by  the  city. 

A  betterment  assessment  is  involved  in  the 
foregoing,  which  is  an  important  factor  in  bring- 
ing the  net  cost  of  this  improvement  down  to  the 
low  sum  of  $100,000.  For  this  improvement  it 
is  proposed  to  allow  the  city  authorities  to  assess 
wherever  they  may~find  a  benefit,  and  to  assess 
the  full  benefit,  which  in  my  judgment  is  the  right 
way. 

Now,  in  addition,  this  would  be  an  improve- 
ment which  would  aid  in  bringing  into  the  market 
a  large  tract  of  land  which  has  lain  dormant  for 
many  years,  and,  perhaps,  the  creation  of  a  new 
retail  center,  carrying  its  benefits  far  beyond  the 
street  itself,  thvis  adding  greatly  to  the  taxable 
value  of  the  city  and  in  a  short  time  wiping  out 
every  expenditure  which  the  city  has  made. 

If  a  broad  highway,  suchas  is  proposed  between 
the  north  and  south  terminals,  is  to  be  laid  out, 
I  believe  it  can  be  done  without  great  cost  to  the 
city  and  without  invoking  the  aid  of  the  excess 
condemnation  law,  by  extending  the  a.S9e8Sable 
area  and  by  assessing  the  benefit  rather  than  50 
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per  cent  of  the  cost.  I  would  create  a  zone  for 
assessing  purposes.  This  zone  could  be  made 
wide  enough  to  recover  back  practically  all  that 
the  improvement  would  cost.  If  a  tunnel  is  to 
be  constructed  under  the  street  for  the  railroad, 
as  has  been  proposed,  I  would  have  the  railroad 
pay  a  fair  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  construction 
of  the  highway. 

The  zone  system  of  assessments  could  be  justly 
applied  to  i^n  improvement  of  this  character  because 
it  would  be  an  improvement  which  would  be  of 
benefit  to  almost  the  entire  business  district  of 
the  city  by  giving  the  wholesale  and  retail  houses 
better  and  more  rapid  facilities  for  carrying  on 
their  business. 

On  the  whole,  however,  I  do  not  see  any  great 
benefit  in  excess  condemnation  methods  except 
in  isolated  cases.  The  advocates  of  this  method, 
from  what  I  have  been  able  to  glean,  have  had  the 
impression  that  it  was  a  great  success  abroad. 
The  principle  has  been  well  tried  in  London,  and 
it  is  not  a  success  there,  viewed  from  the  stand- 
point of  cost.  As  showing  its  failure  in  this 
respect,  I  will  quote  a  paragraph  from  the  report 
of  the  London  Traffic  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  made  in  1908,  as  follows: 

"It  is  difficult  to  make  any  direct  comparison 
of  the  relative  advantages  of  widening  old  and 
making  new  streets.  Both  operations  are  neces- 
sarily costly.  It  is  often  supposed  to  be  more 
economical  to  make  a  new  street  if  enough  land 
is  taken,  but  the  expectation  that  the  disposal 
of  valuable  sites  fronting  an  improvement  repays, 
or  nearly  repays,  the  original  outlay  is  seldom 
borne  out  by  experience.  The  most  striking 
example  of  success  attending  an  operation  of  this 
kind  is  Northumberland  avenue,  where  the  amount 
realized  by  the  disposal  of  surplus  land  exceeded 
the  cost  of  the  improvement  by  119,000  pounds 
($595,000).  This  amount  was,  however,  arrived 
at  without  taking  the  charges  for  interest  on  the 
outlay  into  account,  and  these  charges  could  not 
have  been  small,  since  some  six  years  elapsed 
after  the  completion  of  the  improvement  before 
any  of  the  surplus  land  was  let.  The  satisfactory 
result  in  this  case  was  due  mainly  to  the  fact 
that  the  operation  did  not  involve  the  acquisition 
of  valuable  trade  interests,  and  that  land  in  such 
a  central  situation  was  much  in  request.  The 
street,  moreover,  is  short.  A  new  street  of  con- 
siderable length  is  apt  to  fill  up  slowly,  and  as 
years  may  elapse  before  all  the  building  sites  are 
disposed  of,  a  large  addition  to  the  net  cost  may 
have  to  be  made  by  way  of  in.terest." 

From  the  studies  of  the  Board,  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  I  am  convinced  that  here  in  Boston 
we  would  get  similar  results. 

Answering  then  the  query,  who  shall  pay  the 
cost  of  city  planning,  I  believe  there  is  no  good 
reason,  moral,  legal  or  economic,  why  the  millions 
expended  by  our  American  municipalities  for 
streets,  sewers,  parks,  sidewalks,  water-front 
improvements  and  subways  should  not  be  returned 
to  them  in  generous  proportion  by  land  owners 
who  reap  such  tremendous  resultant  profits. 

The  order  was  passed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
to-day)  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms 
at  various  locations — that  permits  be  granted, 
viz.: 

Louis  Sonnabend,  37.3  Columbus  avenue. 
Ward  10. 

S.  Gordon,  40-42  ,Shawmut  avenue.  Ward  1. 

John  E.  Lynch,  072  Broadway,  Ward  14. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Catherine  A.  Hart 
(referred  to-day)  for  permit  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  St.  Augustine's 
Hall  on  ,Iune  5 — that  a  permit  be  granted.  ^ 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  for  $1,000  addi- 
tional for  the  Market  Department — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  9. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  expend  a  sum  not 


exceeding  $5,000  for  the  purpose  bf  maintaining 
and  furnishing  ice  for  the  public  drinking  fountains 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  9. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  to-day)  concerning  destruction 
of  building  at  48  Yeoman  street — that  the  same 
be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;    communication  placed  on  file. 

(6)  Report  on  proposed  ordinance  (referred 
to-day)  establishing  the  Boston  Planning  Com- 
mission— recommending  reference  of  said  ordinance 
to  the  Boston  Finance  Commission,  with  a  request 
that  the  commission  report  its  opinion  on  the 
proposed  ordinance  before  July  1,  1912. 

Report  accepted;   said  reference  ordered. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions, etc.  (referred  May  6),  relative  to  certain 
dilapidated  buildings — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following,  viz.; 

Whereas,  The  several  buildings  located  as  here- 
inafter stated  have  been  complained  of  by  the 
Building  Commissioner  as  being  in  a  dilapidated 
condition;  and 

Whereas,  The  several  owners  of  said  buildings 
have  been  given  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  after 
due  notice  in  writing  as  required  b.\'  law;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  dilapidated  buildings  located 
respectively  at  4-6  Adams  street.  Ward  25;  in 
the  rear  of  216-218  Hanover  street.  Ward  6: 
and  on  the  southerly  side  of  Norway  street, 
between  Massachusetts  avenue  and  Bickerstafl 
street.  Ward  10,  be  and  the  same  are  in  each 
case  adjudged  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapters 
101  and  75  of  the  Revised  Laws  the  owner  or 
owneps  of  each  of  said  buildings  be  hereby  required 
to  remove  the  same  within  fourteen  days  from  the 
date  of  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Report  accepted;  preamble,  resolve  and  order 
passed. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  for  $5,000  addi- 
tional for  Mystic  Playground,  sea  wall  and  fence — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  9. 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  for  $3,000  addi- 
tional for  Boston  Infirmary  Department,  Pauper 
Expenses — that  the  order  ought  to  pass.   . 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  9. 

(10)  Report  on  report  of  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances on  ordinance  (referred  1910  and  May  27, 
1912)  relative  to  fees  for  permits,  etc.,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  ordinance  in  the  following 
new  draft: 

An  Ordinance  Fixing  the  Terms  Upon  Which 
Certain  Permits  or  Licenses  Shall  be  Issued 
by  the  Street  Commissioners. 

Section  1.  The  fee  fpr  a  permit  or  license  for 
the  storage  of  gasoline  or  oil  or  other  inflammable 
substance  or  explosive  compounds  shall  b»  as 
provided  in  chapter  502  of  the  Acts  of  the  .\-ear 
nineteen  hundred  and  eight  and  all  acts  in  amend- 
ment of  and  in  addition  thereto. 

Sect.  2.  The  fee  shall  be  one  dollar  for  a  license 
or  permit  for  the  construction  and  use  of  a  coal 
hole  under  a  sidewalk,  for  the  reception  of  fuel  only. 

Sect.  3.  The  fee  shall  be  one  dollar  for  a  license 
or  permit  for  the  construction  and  use  under  a 
sidewalk  of  a  vault  covered  by  a  bulkhead  or  iloor 
for  the  reception  or  delivery  of  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise  and  for  the  construction  and  use  of  a 
vault  under  a  sidewalk  if  connected  with  a  oellar 
or  basement  of  a  building. 

Sect.  4.  The  fee  shall  be  one  dollar  for  a  license 
or  permit  for  the  construction  and  use  of  a  marquee. 

Sect.  5.  The  (ees  for  licenses  or  permits  to 
construct  or  use  bay  windows  over  public  ways 
shall  be  as  follows; 

1.  The  fee  for  a  bay  window  opening  into  one 
room  on  one  story,  with  a  window  or  windows  at 
each  of  its  sides  and  with  each  of  its  sides  forming 
an  angle  of  at  least  one  himdred  and  thirty-five 
degrees  with  the  adjoining  exterior  wall  of  the 
building  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars  where  the 
height  of  the  building  is  (wo  and  one-half  or  more 
times  the  width  of  the  street,  fifty  dollars  where 
the  height  of  the. building  is  two  or  more  but  less 
than  two  and  one-half  times  the  width  of  the 
street,  twenty-five  dollars  where  the  height  of  the 
building  is  one  and  one-half  or  more  but  less  than 
two  times  the  width  of  the  street,  five  dollars  where 
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the  height  of  the  building  is  one  or  more  but  less 
tlian  one  and  one-half  times  the  width  of  the  street, 
one  dollar  where  the  height  of  the  building  is  less 
than  the  width  of  the  street. 

2.  The  fee  shall  be  one  dollar  for  a  bay  window 
on  a  building  opposite  a  public  park  or  playground. 

3.  If  a  bay  window  extends  across  more  than 
one  room,  a  fee  twice  the  fee  provided  for  in  para- 
graph one  of  this  section  shall  be  added  to  that  fee 
for  each  extra  room. 

4.  If  either  side  of  a  bay  window  forms  with 
the  ad,ioining  exterior  wall  of  the  buildiijg  an  angle 
of  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  degrees, 
or  if  a  bay  window  has  not  a  window  or  windows 
at  each  side,  then  the  fee  for  such  bay  window 
shall  be  twice  the  fee  provided  for  in  paragraph 
one  of  this  section. 

5.  If  a  bay  window  extends  in  height  two  or 
more  stories,  it  shall  be  considered  a  separate  bay 
window  on  each  story  for  the  purpose  of  assessing 
fees  under  this  ordinance. 

().  If  the  height  of  a  building  on  which  a  hay 
window  is  constructed  subject  to  this  ordinance 
shall  be  increased,  an  additional  fee  shall  be  paid 
equal  to  the  difference  between  the  fee  originally 
fixed  and  the  fee  that  would  have  been  fixed  had 
the  building  been  of  the  increased  height  at  the 
time  the  bay  window  was  constructed. 

7.  If  the  room  or  rooms  adjacent  to  a  bay 
window,  built  subject  to  this  ordinance,  shall  be 
subdivided,  an  additional  fee  shall  be  paid  equal 
to  the  difference  between  the  fee  originally  fixed 
and  the  fee  that  would  have  been  fixed  had  the 
increased  number  of  rooms  existed  at  the  time 
the  bay  window  was  constructed. 

Report  accepted;  ordinance  passed. 

(11)  Report  on  report  of  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances (referred  May  2)  on  proposed  ordinance 
relative  to  height  and  weight  of  firemen — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  (Coun. 
Attridge,   Ballantyne  and  McDonald    dissenting): 

An   Ordinance   Concerning   Members  of   the   Fire 

Department. 
Be  it  Ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Any  person  five  feet  seven  inches  or  more  in 
height  and  weighing  not  less  than  one  hundred 
and  forty  pounds  shall  be  eligible  for  appointment 
as  a  memt)er  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  provided  that  such  person  meets  the 
other  requirements  ne(!essary  for  such  appoint- 
ment. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordin.ance. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE~Mr.  President,  I  rise 
to  move  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee.  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  words  "5  feet  7  inches  or  more  in  height  and 
weighing  noteless  than  140  pounds,"  and  to  insert 
in  place  thereof  the  words  "5  feet  6  inches  or  more 
in  height  and  weighing  not  less  than  1.35  pounds." 
I  do  that  for  the  reason  that  I  have  always  be- 
lieved that  a  man  5  feet  (i  inches  tall  and  weighing 
1.35  pounds  is  a  good  man  for  the  Fire  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  base  that  opinion  upon 
my  own  experience  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  years 
in  handling  mechanics  and  laboring  men,  and  I 
base  it  further  on  the  report  of  our  Fire  Com- 
missioner, who  in  a  communication  sent  to  this 
Council  .says  he  believes  that  a  minimum  height  of 
5  feet  6  inches  and  a  minimum  weight  of  135  pounds 
are  a  fair  height  and  weight  for  the  men  em- 
ployed in  his  department.  He  has  stated  in  his 
commimication  that  he  has  conferred  with  all  the 
officers  in  the  department,  men  of  long  experience 
in  fighting  fires,  some  of  whom  have  given  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years'  time  to  the  Fire  Department, 
men  who.se  judgment  ought  to  be  worth  something 
to  this  Council  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  as  to 
the  proper  height  and  weight  of  firemen.  He 
reports  to  us  that  he  has  consulted  all  the  officers 
in  the  department,  numbering  1G9,  and  that  KiO 
have  agreed  with  him  that  5  feet  0  inches  in  height 
and  135  pounds  in  weight  represent  a  fair  minimum 
height  and  weight  for  firemen. 

Coun.  SMITH — ^Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  a  question.  Was  it  not  the  opinion  of  those 
]()6  officers  that  the  height  should  be  at  least  5 
feel  0  and  the  weight  at  least  135  pounds?  But 
the  commissioner  did  not  tell  us  how  much  more  it 
ought  to  be. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Yes;  I  say  the  height 
at  least  5  feet  0  inches  and  the  weight  at  least  135 
pounds.  That  is  as  far  as  I  go.  I  don't  want  any 
man  of  less  than  5  feet  6  inches  in  height  to  be 
engaged   in    the    Fire    Department.      That   is   the 


minimum,  and  16G  out  of  1G9  officers  in  the  Fire 
Department  agreed  that  the  minimum  height 
should  be  5  feet  0  inches,  two  out  of  the  109  are 
noncommittal,  and  the  third  is  satisfied  with  the 
present  arrangement,  5  feet  5  inches.  I  say  that 
when  we  have  the  head  of  a  department  coming 
out  in  this  way  and  when  we  have  the  opinion  of 
IGO  officers  of  the  department  to  that  effect,  we 
ought  to  give  it  some  weight.  For  that  reason  I 
hope  my  amendment  will  prevail  and  that  the 
height  will  be  established  at  5  feet  6  inches  and 
the   weight   at   135  pounds. 

The  question  came  on  Coun.  Ballantyne's 
amendment. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
make  a  statement  that  if  I  had  been  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  I  should 
also  have  di.s.sented  from  the  majority  report,  as  I 
also  believe  that  small  men  are  just  as  good  as 
large  men.  I  think  it  would  have  been  much  better 
if  we  had  taken  no  action  at  all  here  to-day  but 
had  left  the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Fire 
Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston  who  under- 
stands the  wants  of  the  department  better  even 
than  the  present  City  Council  does.  It  all  depends 
on  the  man  you  have  for  Fire  Commis.sioner. 
When  we  have  a  man  such  as  we  have  at  the  present 
time,  who  knows  his  department  from  the  bottom 
up,  who  -understands  who  will  make  the  best  fire- 
men and  who  cannot  be  cajoled  by  anybody,  we 
should  be  willing  to  trust  to  him.  I  am  in  favor 
of  Coun.  liallantyne's  amendment,  and  if  I  felt 
it  would  go  through  I  would  be  willing  to  make  the 
requirements  even  less. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  that  part  of  the  commissioner's  letter  read 
which  refers  to  the  .5-foot  (i-inch  requirement. 
(The  letter  referred  to  was  handed  to  Coun. 
Smith  by  Coun.  McDonald.)  The  point  1  want  to 
bring  out  is  this,  that  after  consulting  with  the 
heads  of  department  under  him  he  summarizes  as 
follows: 

"I  do  this  after  consultation  with  the  officers  of 
the  department,  wfio,  with  but  three  exceptions, 
name  5  feet  6  inches  or  higher  as  a  minimum 
height." 

He  has  not  told  us  how  many  of  those  men 
prefer  a  height  greater  than  5  feet  G  inches.  It 
may  be  that  the  majority  of  them  prefer  a  greater 
height  but  agree  with  the  commissioner  that  that 
is  the  greatest  height  that  they  can  get  through  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  absolutely  noncommittal 
as  to  whether  they  want  a  higher  standard  or 
approved  this  as  tlie  maximum  that  they  irould 
get  through. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  I  suppose 
if  I  f(;llowpd  the  advice  of  that  eminent  statesman. 
Bill  Berwin,  I  would  not  say  anything  about  this 
report  of  the  Executive  Committee.  But  Coun. 
Smith  in  reading  the  letter  from  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner simply  read  a  section  which  may  pos- 
sibly be  misleading,  but  in  my  opinion  is  not  mis- 
leading. I  believe  the  commissioner  meant  when 
he  said  "5  feet  G  inches  or  higher"  that  he  meant 
5  feet  6  inches  or  higher,  because  in  starting  the 
letter  he  says:  "Gentlemen,  in  compliance  with 
your  request  I  herewith  recommend  that  the 
minimum  height  for  firemen  coming  into  this 
department  be  5  feet  G  inches" — evidently  meaning 
just  that,  5  feet  G  inches, — "and  that  the  mini- 
nuim  weight  be  135  pounds." 

And  then  he  says: 

"I  do  this  after  consultation  with  the  officers  of 
the  department,  who,  with  but  three  exceptions, 
name  5  feet  6  inches  or  higfier  as  a  minimum 
height." 

When  he  referred  to  the  three  exceptions,  saying 
that  the  others  recommended  5  feet  6  inches  or 
higher,  he  meant  that  they  recommended  at  least 
5  feet  G  inches,  and  that  is  all  we  are  asking  for. 
Last  year  I  contended  for  and  favored  a  5  foot  5 
minimum  height  for  firemen,  because  I  thought 
then  and  think  now  that  a  man  of  5  feet  5  makes 
just  as  good  a  fireman  as  a  man  of  5  feet  8.  There 
is  another  thing  that  we  should  con.sider  here. 
There  has  just  been  an  eligible  list  posted  at  the 
State  House  of  some  150  or  more  young  men  who 
took  the  examination.  I  find  in  the  first  eight 
men  three  young  men  who  are  less  than  5  feet  7 
inches  in  height,  and  they  passed  every  other  quali- 
fication. They  were  permitted  to  take  the  exami- 
nation if  tliey  were  5  feet  5  inches  in  height  or  over, 
and  they  have  passed  every  qualification.  If  this 
afternoon  we  adopt  this  ordinance  they  will  be 
absolutely  excluded,  although  they  had  every 
reason  to  suppose  when  they  prepared  themselves 
for  and  took  this  examination  that  if  they  met  the 
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requirement  then  existing  tliey  would  have  a  chance. 
I  tliink  the  present  Fire  Coininissiouer  favors  men 
of  less  than  5  feet  7  inches  in  lieight  because  he 
has  been  appointing  men  of  less  than  5  feet  7  inches 
in  height.  The  best  Fire  Commissioner  we  ever 
had,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  Commissioner  Rus- 
sell, appointed  a  man  not  over  5  feet  4  inches  in 
height,  and  appointed  a  lot  of  men  5  feet  5  inches. 
A  young  man,  Mr.  Kenneally,  who  has  just  been 
made  a  captain  because  of  valiant  service  in  the 
department,  is  less  than  5  feet  0  inches  in  height. 
I  can  name  a  dozen  from  personal  knowledge  of 
captains  and  lieutenants  in  the  Fire  Department 
who  are  not  5  feet  7  inches  in  the  Fire  Department 
at  the  present  time.  Now,  these  young  men  have 
been  permitted  to  take  the  examination  as  I  have 
stated,  being  given  to  understand  that  if  their 
other  qualifications  were  sufficient  their  standing 
on  the  list  would  entitle  them  to  consideration  as 
firemen  at  some  time  in  the  future,  and  I  think, 
under  the  circumstances,  we  should  at  least  place 
the  minimum  height  at  5  feet  6.  I  shall  be  satisfied 
to  vote  for  5  feet  G  inches,  although  if  I  thought 
there  was  any  chance  of  its  going  into  effect  I 
would  vote  to  make  the  minimum  height  5  feet 
5  inches. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  a  year  ago,' 
when  this  statute  was  passed  by  the  Legislature, 
the  then  Fire  Commissioner  was  appointing  men 
who  were  of  a  height  of  not  less  than  5  feet  7  inches. 
He  had  adopted  that  policy.  It  was  well  known 
throughout  the  city  that  the  policy  of  Fire  Com- 
missioner Daly  was  to  appoint  men  not  less  than 
.5  feet  7  inches  in  height.  He  had  some  warrant 
for  that,  Mr.  President.  I  believe  he  canvassed 
the  country  and  found  that  but  two  out  of  the 
fifteen  large  cities  in  the  country,  Philadelphia 
and  New  Orleans,  permitted  men  of  less  than 
5  feet  7  inches  in  height  to  be  appointed  in  their 
respective  fire  departments.  My  recollection  is 
that  the  minimum  height  in  New  York  was  5  feet 
7i  inches.  I  find  upon  reference  to  this  list  that 
I  hold  in  my  hand  that  I  am  right,  that  in  New 
York  the  minimum  height  is  5  feet  7i  inches  and 
the  minimum  weight  140  pounds.  The  require- 
ments in  Brooklyn  are  the  same  as  in  New  York. 
In  Detroit  the  minimum  height  is  5  feet  7  inches 
and  the  minimum  weight  140  pounds;  in  Chicago 
the  minimum  height  is  5  feet  8  inches  and  the 
minimum  .weight  1.50  pounds;  in  Cleveland  the 
minimum  height  is  .5  feet  7  inches  and  the  minimum 
weight  140  poimds;  in  St.  Louis  the  minimum 
height  is  5  feet  7  inches  and  the  minimum  weight 
1.35  pounds;  in  San  Francisco  the  minimum  height 
for  hosemen  is  5  feet  7  inches  and  for  laddermen 
5  feet  9  inches,  and  the  minimum  weight  140 
pounds;  in  Milwaukee  the  minimum  height  is 
5  feet  7  inches  and  the  minimum  weight  150  pounds. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  information.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Boston  whether  he  knows  in 
how  many  of  these  cities  there  are  civil  service 
requirements  for  the  appointment  of  firemen,  and, 
if  so,  in  which  cities  such  requirements  exist? 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  at 
this  time  able  to  state,  but  I  have  a  very  strong 
feeling  and  belief  that  in  most  of  the  cities  the 
civil  service  rules  are  applicable  in  regulating  the 
height  and  weight  of  firemen.  In  Cincinnati  the 
minimum  height  is  5  feet  7  inches;  in  Buffalo  the 
minimum  height  is  5  feet  7  inches  and  the  minimum 
weight  133  pounds;  in  New  Orleans  the  minimum 
height  is  5  feet  5  inches — thnt  is  one  of  the  two 
cities  I  have  referred  to,  the  other  being  Philadel- 
phia— and  in  Washington  the  mininuim  height 
is  5  feet  7  inches  and  the  mininnun  weight  145 
pounds;  in  Baltin;iore  the  niinilnum  height  is 
5  feet  7  inches  and  the  minimum  weight  140  po\inds. 
In  Boston,  if  we  take  the  qualifications  for  the 
Police  Department  as  being  somewhat  .analogous 
to  the  qualifications  for  the  Fire  Department,  we 
find  that  the  requirement  for  the  Police  Depart- 
ment is  a  minimum  height  of  5  feet  8  inches  and 
a  minimum  weight  of  145  pounds.  As  I  have 
already  stated.  Commissioner  Daly  had  been 
appointing  men  whose  height  was  not  less  than 
5  feet  7  inches,  and  he  had  as  his  authority  for 
the  propriety  of  that  his  immediate  predecessor. 
Commissioner  Carroll,  if  I  recall  correctly,  made 
a  special  recommendation  to  the  City  Council  in 
the  summer  of  1910  to  the  effect  that  no  fireman 
should  be  appointed  who  was  less  that  5  feet 
7  inches  in  height.  Commissioner  Daly  himself 
adhered  to  that  rule,  and  then  this  statute  was 
enacted.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  believe  any  of 
us  here  claim  to  be  expert  here  in  the  matter  of 
the  proper  height  of  firemen  or  the  proper  weight 


of  firemen.  I  certainly  do  not.  But  the  statute 
has  iinposed  upon  this  Council  the  obligation  of 
rea-ching  a  conclusion  and  putting  it  in  the  form 
of  an  ordinance.  Therefore,  we  must  be  controlled 
and  influenced  by  our  best  judgment.  I  do  not 
really  fee!  that  we  should  consider  those  who  may 
at  the  present  time  be  eligible  for  appointment  in 
this  connection.  This  is  a  regulation  that  we  are 
making  for  all  time  for  the  government  of  the 
department,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  our  duty 
in  making  this  regulation  to  have  that  fact,  and 
that  question  only,  in  mind — what  is  best  for  the 
Fire  Department  of  Boston,  not  only  to-day  but 
next  year  and  the  years  following.  If  we  should 
undertake  to-day  to  make  rules  and  orders  for 
the  advancement  and  accommodation  of  those 
who  are  now  eligible  to  appointment,  those  same 
rules  and  orders  would  apply  to  all  future  appoint- 
ments. We  have  to  start  in  somewhere,  and  it 
seems  to  me  this  is  the  proper"  place  and  time. 
This  matter  has  been  before  the  Council  for  at 
least  two  years,  and  I  think  it  is  high  time  that 
we  should  establish  some  regulations  with  reference 
to  the  height  and  weight  of  firemen  which  can  be 
followed  by  the  appointing  power.  My  best  judg- 
ment is  that  the  minimum  height  should  be  5 
feet  7  inches,  and  I  am  influenced  in  that 
judgment  by  the  schedules  I  have  read  as  affecting 
other  cities.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee  and  turn  down  this 
amendment  we  shall  be,  as  councilors  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  doing  what  is  best  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  this  city. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  —  Mr.  President,  I  was 
not  present  in  the  City  Council  last  year  when  this 
matter  first  came  up,  but  I  was  familiar  with  the 
agitation  in  regard  to  it,  and  also  the  agitation  for 
this  law  now  on  the  statute  books,  w-hich  in  reality 
is  a  piece  of  special  legislation  aimed  at  the  then 
head  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
This  act,  while  general  in  scope,  was  simply  put 
through  the  Legislature  by  log  rolling,  in  my  opin- 
ion, in  order  to  get  some  young  men  on  the  civil 
service  list  onto  the  pay  roll  of  the  city.  That  was 
pernicious  legislation.  We  have  to  act  under  that 
statute  and  establish  some  limit  to  guide  the  Fire 
Commissioner  in  his  appointments.  When  he 
was  before  us  last  week  he  told  us  that  he  did  not 
exerci.se  any  discretion  in  the  matter,  that  he 
simply  followed  the  letter  of  the  statute,  and  the 
councilor  from  Charlestown,  if  he  were  present  at 
the  time,  would  have  got  a  different  impression 
from  that  which  he  has  uttered.  I  am  firmly  of 
the  opinion  that  the  attitude  of  fire  commissioners 
up  to  the  present  commissioner — and  he  has  no 
defined  views  on  the  subject — represent  a  .safe 
attitude  for  us  to  follow  in  passing  this  ordinance, 
and  that  in  passing  it  we  will  be  generally  sup- 
ported by  the  attitude  of  other  large  cities  through- 
out the  country.  A  man  5  feet  7  inches  tall  is  not 
a  tall  man,  and  a  man  weighing  140  pounds  is  not 
a  heavy  man.  It  seems  to  me  that  those  repre- 
sent a  fair  and  reasonable  nrinimum  height  and 
weight,  and  that  such  a  pro\dsion,  as  the  councilor 
from  South  Boston  h.as  said,  will  be  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Fire  Department  and  of  the  city  as  a 
whole. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I 
would  like  to  just  call  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
cilor who  has  taken  his  seat  to  the  change  in  the 
statute.  If  I  remember  it  right,  previous  to  this 
amendment  of  a  year  ago,  regulations  in  the  height 
and  weight  of  firemen  were  to  be  made  by  boards  of 
aldermen  or  by  selectmen  or  by  the  officer  having 
the  appointing  power.  The  only  change  from  that 
in  the  statute  of  to-day  is  simply  an  elimination  of 
the  appointing  power,  eliminating  the  discretion 
of  the  t^erson  having  that  power.  If  we  go  back  to 
the  present  Fire  Commissioner's  predecessors,  we 
do  not  have  to  go  far  back  to  find,  as  the  councilor 
on  my  right  (Coun.  McDonald)  said  a  few  moments 
ago,  one  of  the  best  Fire  Commissioners  that  Bos- 
ton ever  had,  Commissioner  Russell,  employing 
men  of  5  feet  4.  Some  time  after  Commissioner 
Parker  came  into  the  office  of  Fire  Commissioner 
he  adopted  the  plan  of  appointing  men  of  not  less 
than  0  feet  7.  This  was  continued  by  his  succes- 
sor, Jilr.  Carroll,  and  also  by  his  successor,  Mr. 
Daly.     Now,  any  of  those  men 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  Going  back 
of  or  behind  Commissioner  Parker,  does  he  not 
know  that  Commissioner  Parker's  predecessor, 
Commissioner  W'ells,  now  deceased,  came  before 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  favored  a  niini- 
nuuu  height  of  5  feet  7? 
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Conn.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  Presklont,  I  am 
not  aware  of  the  gentleman  ever  coming  before 
either  braneh  of  .the  Cit.v  Council  while  he 
was  Fire  Commissioner.  I  am  talking  about 
previous  to  Commissioner  Parker's  administra- 
tion. While  the  present  Fire  Commissioner 
has  not  had  vor.v  long  experience  in  the  de- 
partment he  has  had  as  much  experience  as 
some  of  the  others  had  vvlien  they  made  the 
change,  and  I  believe  that  Commissioner  Cole 
has  made  as  thorough  a  study  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment as  any  man  who  ever  held  the  office  for  so 
short  a  time.  When  Commissioner  Cole  comes  in 
hiire  and  recommends  the  adoption  of  a  minimum 
licight  of  5  feet  (i  inches  and  a  minimum  weight  of 
Via  pounds,  I  am  just  as  willing  to  take  Commis- 
sioner Cole's  opinion  as  I  am  that  of  any  of  his 
three  predecessors. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  discussing 
this  matter  because  we  discussed  it  thoroughly 
one  or  two  years  ago.  I  do  want  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston  (Coun. 
Kenny),  when  he  says  we  ought  to  establish  an 
ordinance  that  will  work  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  Fire  Department  in  general.  I  don't  know 
who  is  going  to  be  the  judge,  but  I  believe  tlie  best 
judges  are  the  officers  in' the  department  and  the 
present  commissioner.  If  .vou  go  to  a  fire  and  the 
captain  is  not  there,  the  lieutenant  in  charge  is 
supreme.  If  the  captain  is  there  he  gives  the 
orders  to  the  lieutenant,  and  so  on,  and  if  the 
district  chief  is  there  he  gives  his  orders  to  the 
captain.  That  is  the  way  it  goes.  Those  officers 
understand  the  requirements  that  a  fireman  must 
meet.  They  say  that  the  most  competent  men  are 
5  feet  6  inches  or  over,  and  they  are  the  best  judges 
of  the  competency  of  the  men ;  and  when  we  come 
liere  to  pass  an  ordinance  concerning  the  men 
who  are  going  to  work  in  the  department,  we 
should  take  the  advice  of  those  officers  and  of  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  The  gentleman  from  South 
Boston  has  read'  a  list  of  requirements  in  different 
cities,  that  we  had  here  last  year.  That  is  not 
applicable  to  this  case  at  all,  because  many  of  the 
men  now  on  the  list  took  the  civil  service  examina- 
tion, which  they  would  not  have  taken  if  they  had 
understood  that  only  men  5  feet  7  inches  or  over 
would  be  eligible.  I  asked  that  question  of  Fire 
Commissioner  Daly  and  he  admitted  that  it  was 
80;  We  had  communications  from  every  city  and 
town  in  the  state,  where  men  can  take  the  examina- 
tions if  they  are  under  5  feet  5  inches  in  many 
cases,  and  wher(>  practically  always  they  arc 
p(!rmitted  to  take  examinations  where  they  are 
5  feet  .5  inches  or  over.  Many  young  men  have 
taken  the  examinations  and  are  now  on  the  list, 
with  that  understanding,  and  we  are  now  going 
to  deprive  those  yovmg  men  of  an  opprtunity 
to  get  into  the  department.  It  is  not  a  simple 
thing  at  all — they  have  taken  the  exau'ination 
and  the.v  should  be  protected.  The  only  men 
in  my  opinion,  who  are  good  judges  as  to  whether 
a  man  will  make  a  good  fireman  or  not  are  the  men 
vmder  whom  he  is  to  work,  and  if  those  men  say 
that  5  feet  fi  inches  is  ei  proper  mininmm  height 
for  a  man  in  the  department  I  am  going  to  vote 
with  them. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  suppose 
everybody  in  this  room  would  respect  the  opinion 
of  former  Fire  Commissioner  Wells,  now  deceased. 
I  think  we  are  all  agreed  that  he  made  a  vcr.v 
acceptable  and  very  able  Fire  Commissioner.  I 
omitted  to  state  in  my  first  talk  this  afternoon 
that  h(?  did  come  before  a  committee  of  the  Cil'.v 
Council  which  had  numcrovis  hearings  on  this 
matter  and  advocate  that  no  fireman  should  be 
appointed  to  the  Fire  Department  of  Boston 
unless  he  was  at  least  5  feet  7  inches  in  height, 
I  distinctly  recall  that,  and  I  am  reminded  of  it 
by  the  member  from  West  Ii,oxbur.v  who,  in  asking 
the  councilor  from  Ward  17  about  it  (Coun. 
Ballant.vne) ,  brought  it  to  my  attention.  Mr. 
Wells  did  come  here  and  advocate  that  no  fireman 
should  be  employed  unless  he  was  5  feet  7  inches 
in  height.  I  do  not  suppose  that  we  claim  to  be 
judges  of  what  the  height  of  firemen  should  be, 
but  the  ordinance  has  imposed  the  dut.v  upon  us 
and  we  should  give  the  matter  our  best  judgment. 
My  friend  from  Charle.stown  has  one  opinion 
and  I  have  another.  He  is  entitled  to  have  his 
opinion  recorded  and  I  have  the  same  privilege. 
My  judgment  is  that  we  shall  be  doing  more  for 
the  efficiency  of  the  department  if  we  pass  a 
minimum  requirement  of  .5  feet  7  inches  in  height 
and  140  pounds  in  weight  than  we  would  be  in 
providing  a   minimum   height  of   5  feet   6   inches 


with  a  corresponding  weight  of  135  pounds. 
Nothing  has  been  stated  about  the  methods 
pursued  a  year  ago  in'  obtaining  this  legislation. 
I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  bring  the  matter 
up  in  the  discussion  and  shall  not  do  it  now;  but 
we  all  know  that  for  a  time  at  least  after  this 
legislation  was  passed  a  year  ago  an  effort  was 
made  by  certain  members,  one  of  whom  is  not 
now  a  member  of  the  body,  to  pass  an  ordinance 
here  on  the  basis  of  a  minimum  height  require- 
ment of  5  feet  5  inches,  and  that  when  Commis- 
sioner Daly  was  removed  from  office  and  his 
sucei'ssor  appointed,  that  clamor  ceased,  and  no 
longer  did  we  hear  the  appeals  that  we  should 
pass  an  ordinance  providing  a  minimum  height 
requirement  of  5  feet  .5  inches.  I^et  the  significance 
of  those  remarks  settle  where  they  should  settle, 
in  the  minds  of  the  members,  and  let  them  recall 
if  I  am  not  stating  the  exact  facts  in  the  history 
of  this  legislation. 

Coun.  CGULTHURST— Mr.  President,  four 
out  of  the  last  five  Fire  Commissioners  have 
declared  themselves  in  favor  of  the  substance  of 
this  ordinance,  namely,  the  late  Fire  Commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Wells,  ex-Fire  Commissioner  Parker, 
ex-Fire  Commissioner  Carroll  and  ex-Fire  Commis- 
sioner Daly.  This  law  was  put  on  the  statute 
books  merel.v  to  override  the  po.?sible  views  of  a 
future  head  of  the  department.  We  are  doing 
the  wise  thing  in  carrying  out  the  almost  unani- 
mous view  of  the  immediately  preceding  Fire 
Commissioners  of  this  city,  corroborated  as  it  is 
by  the  country  at  large. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  there  has 
been  a  lot  said  here  about  ex-Fire  Commissioner 
Wells  appearing  before  the  committee  and  advo- 
cating the  appointment  of  men  not  less  than 
5  feet  7  inches  in  height.  When  he  was  Fire  Com- 
missioner he  appointed  men  of  5  feet  (i  and  5 
feet  5  inches  in  height,  but  after  he  lost  his  job 
he  came  up  here  at  one  of  the  hearings  and  advo- 
cated a  minimum  height  requirement  of  5  feet 
7  inches.  That  is  common  knowledge  in  the  Fire 
Department.  I  know  men  who  were  appointed 
in  his  time.  We  discussed  the  proposition  the 
da,v  after  he  appeared  in  opposition  to  the  5  feet 
5  rule,  and  it  appeared  that  he  had  appointed  a 
lot  of  men  not  5  feet  7  himself,  men  of  .5  feet  6 
and  5  feet  5.  As  far  as  Commissioner  Carroll 
was  concerned,  I  don't  know  whether  he  appointed 
an.vbody  of  a  less  height  or  not,  as  he  wasn't  there 
long  enough  to  do  very  much,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
he  appointed  men  5  feet  5  or  under,  becau.se  he 
was  not  over  5  feet  4  inches  himself.  This  makes 
no  difTerence  to  me  personally,  but  I  favor  a 
minimum  height  of  5  feet  5  inches  simply  because 
I  feel  that  a  man  of  that  height  will  make  just  as 
good  a  fireman  as  a  man  of  5  feet  8  or  5  feet  10. 
But  if  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  the  officers  in 
the  Fire  Department  feel  that  the  minimum  height 
should  be  5  feet  6  inches,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for 
that,  becaiKse  they  are  the  men  who  ought  to  know, 
who  are  competent  to  judge.  It  is  their  opinion 
that  is  going  to  guide  me  in  my  vote. 

Coun.  Ballantvne's  amendment,  making  the 
mininuun  height  5  feet  6  inches  and  the  minimum 
weight  135  pounds,  was  declared  lost.  Coun. 
B.ALLANTYNE  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  amendment  was  rejected, 
yeas  4,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
McDonald — 4. 

Nay.s — Coun.  Collins,  Coulthurst,  Hale,  Kenny, 
Smith— -5. 

The  ordinance  as  reported  by  the  committee 
was  declared  passed.  Coun.  BALLANTYNE 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  .yeasaud  nays. 
The  ordinance  was  passed,  yeas  5,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Collins,  Coulthurst,  Hale,  Kenny, 
■Smith — 5. 

Na.ys — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
McDonald — 4. 

Coun.  HALE  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


CONDITION   OF   BACK   .STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the 
Board  of  Health,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
be  requested  .to  report  on  the  condition  of  Back 
street,  between  Otter  street  and  Brimmer  street. 

Passed. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HALE,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor,  com- 
munication, etc.  (referred  April  1),  relative  to 
building  limits  in  Hyde  Park — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  Building  Limits  in  Hyde 

Park,  so  called,  Ward  26. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council   of   Boston,   as 
follows: 

That  the  building  limits  of  Boston  be  extended 
so  as  to  include  the  following  area  in  Ward  26, 
formerly  Hyde  Park,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  9,  chapter  .550,  Acts  of  1907,  viz.: 

L^pon  or  within  one  himdred  feet  of  Everett 
square.  So  called;  Fairmount  avenue  from  River 
street  to  Neponset  river;  River  street  from  the 
location  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad 
to  Winthrop  street;  Hyde  Park  avenue,  on  the 
easterly  side,  from  the  northerly  side  of  Oak 
street  to  Everett  street;  Hyde  Park  avenue  on  the 
westerly  side  from  the  northerly  side  of  Pine  street 
extension,  so  called,  to  a  point  on  said  Hyde  Park 
avenue  opposite  the  southerly  line  of  Everett 
street;  Harvard  avenue  from  River  street  to 
Winthrop  street;  Maple  street  from  River  street  1o 
a  point  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  southerly 
therefrom;  Central  avenue  from  River  street  to 
Winthrop  street;  Davison  street  from  Fairmount 
avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  northeasterly 
therefrom;  Grove  street;  Pierce  street  from  Fair- 
mount  avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  north- 
easterly therefrom;  Knott  street  from  Fairmount 
'  avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  easterly 
therefrom;  Railroad  avenue  from  Fairmount 
avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  northeasterly 
therefrom;  Station  street  from  the  Neponset  river 
to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  northeasterly  from 
Fairmount  avenue;  Walnut  street  from  Fairmount 
avenue  to  a  point  three  hundred  feet  southwesterly 
therefrom;  Maple  street  from  Fairmount  avenue 
to  a  point  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet 
westerly  therefrom. 

Report  accepted;  ordinance  passed. 


RESOLUTIONS   ON   DEATH   OF   MRS. 
SILLOWAY. 

Coun.  HALE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  extends  its  sympathy  to  Charles 
E.  Silloway  in  the  loss  of  his  mother. 

Passed  bj'  an  unanimous  rising  vote. 


JIETROPOLITAN    PLANNING 
COMMISSION. 

Coun.  HALE  called  up  past  assignment,  No.  5, 
viz.: 

5  Resolved,  That  the  Cit.v  Council  is  in  favor 
of  a  Metropolitan  Planning  Commission. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Legi.slative 
Affa'rs  be  authorized  to  appear  on  Wednesday 
next  in  favor  of  such  a  commission. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
ask  that  the  first  paragraph  be  passed  and  the 
secorrd  paragraph  omitted,  as  now  superfluous. 

Coun.  KENNY — i\Ir.  President,  the  proposi- 
tion of  a  Metropolitan  Planning  C^ommission  was 
up  before  the  Legislature  this  year  and  failed  of 
enactment.  At  the  time  when  the  councilor  from 
Ward  11  presented  the  resolution  I  took  vip  the 
matter  of  the  bill  itself,  and  although  the  matter 
was  never  again  brought  up  by  the  member  from 
Ward  111  reached  the  conclusion  that  when  it  was 
brought  up  I  should  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution.     That  resolution  said: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs  be  authorized  to  appear  on  Wednesday 
next  in  favor  of  such  a  commission." 

I  have  here  a  memorandiun  which  I  intended  to 
use  at  the  proper  time  as  showing  the  inex- 
pediency of  passing  that  legislation.  I  d9"  not 
believe  it  is  a  matter  that  concerns  us  now,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  in  order  at  this 
time  to  bring  up  this  resolution.  We  have  already 
pending  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  a 
city  planning  ordinance,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
when  we  act  on  that  ordinance  we.  might  then,  if 
the  Council  is  so  disposed,  after  examining  into 
the  proposed  ordinance  which  the  councilor  from 


Ward  11  has  introduced,  take  up  the  question  of 
this  resolution.  Therefore  I  ask  that,  pending  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  city 
planning  ordinance  which  is  now  before  the  com- 
mittee, this  matter  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  came  on  Coun.  Hale's  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  second  paragraph:  "Resolved, 
That  the  Committee  on  Le'gislative  Affairs  be 
authorized  to  appear  on  Wednesday  next  in  favor 
of  such  a  commission." 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  hope  this  reso- 
lution will  go  through  to-day.  I  have  specifically 
arranged  it  now  so  that  it  does  not  commit  us  to 
any  definite  plan  of  legislation,  but  we  simply  go 
on  record  in  favor  of  the  idea  of  a  general  Metro- 
politan Planning  Coinmission.  I  think  we  must 
all  be  ready  to  vote  on  that.  I  was  in  favor  of 
referring  the  matter  of  a  city  planning  commission 
to  the  Finance  Commission,  to  get  their  opinion, 
because  it  goes  into  a  great  deal  of  detail  and  is  an 
important  executive  and  administrative  body,  but 
this  is  simply  a  resolution  in  favor  of  the  idea  of 
having  a  Metropolitan  Planning  Commission,  and 
I  am  sure  we  must  be  ready  to  vote  on  that.  I 
hope  it  will  go  through  to-day. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  if  we  adopt 
this  resolution  it  is  true  th.at  we  are  declaring  in 
favor  of  a  Metropolitan  Planning  Commission. 
So  far  as  we  have  had  any  evidence  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  such  a  plan,  it  is  in  a  bill  which  has  already 
been  turned  down  b^-  the  Legislature.  I  think 
we  may  very  well  defer  the  expression  of  our 
opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  having  a  Metro- 
politan Cit5'  Planning  Commission  until  we  see  the 
form  and  character  of  the  legislation  which  is 
proposed.  I  am  afraid  that  this  resolution  might 
to  some  extent  commit  the  Council  unfairly  to 
the  support  of  a  measure  of  this  character.  When 
the  measure  itself  comes  forward  we  may  not 
be  able  to  support  it.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
that  this  matter  should  lie  on  the  table  until 
such  time  as  we  have  a  report  from  the  Finance 
Commission.  Then,  perhaps,  the  members  will 
be  better  able  to  discuss  this  resolution  than 
they  are  at  the  present  time.  Therefore.  I  hope 
my  motion  will  be  voted  upon  favorably. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion,  to  lay  the  resolution 
(No.  5)  on  the  table,  pending  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Commission,  was  declared  carried. 
Coun.  HALE  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  Coun.  Kenny's  motion  to  lay- 
on  the  table  prevailed,  yeas  5.  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Kenny,  iSIcDonald — 5: 

Nays — Coun.   Hale,  Smith,  Coulthurst — 3. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  do  now  adjourn. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President 

President  ATTRIDGE— No  debate  is  in  order. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 


SLEEPING    ACCOMMODATIONS,    "MGI- 
LANT'S"   CREW. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  as  to  whether  or  not  sleeping  accom- 
modations may  be  arranged  at  Deer  Island  for 
the  crew  of  the  steamer  "\'igilant." 

Passed. 


GOVERNMENT  OWNERSHIP, 
QUARANTINE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is- the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  that  the  United 
States  Government  should  take  over  the  quaran- 
tine station  at  Boston,  said  station  to  be  main- 
tained at  the  government's  expense  and  to  be  run 
under  government  supervision,  as  has  been  done 
in  other  large  seaports. 

Ordered.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  its  opinion 
be  asked  upon  the  same. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  woidd  like  to 
ask  that  that  be  sent  to  the  proper  committee, 
in  order  that  the  members  of  the  Council  may  look 
it  over  and  decide  for  themselves. 

The  resolution  and  order  were  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


JUNE    3,    1912. 
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ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  MARKETS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Super- 
intendent of  Markets  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  report  as  to  the  cost  of 
establishing  additional  public  markets,  suitable 
to  the  districts,  in  such  localities  as  South  Boston, 
East  Boston  and  the  vicinity  of  Castle  square. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  have  this  order  referred  to  the  proper  committee. 
I  would  like  to  say  that  in  Baltimore  they  have 
nine  district  markets  separated  from  the  central 
market  and  that  in  New  York  they  are  agitating 
the  same  subject.  The  idea  is  that,  instead  of 
carrying  all  the  produce  coming  into  Boston  to  one 
central  market  and  redistributing  it  from  there 
to  outlying  sections,  in  order  to  save  cost  it  shall 
be  taken  to  certain  district  markets,  thereby 
reducing  the  cost  of  sending  it  back  and  forth  to 
the  consumer.  The  amount  that  has  to  be  paid 
by  the  ordinary  consumer  just  for  truckage  back 
and  forth  into  the  center  of  the  city  and  out  again 
is  ordinarily  quite  an  item.  If  there  could  be  a 
district  market  opened  in  East  Boston,  for  instance, 
it  would  save  the  truck  charges  on  produce  that 
might  otherwise  be  delivered  in  the  first  instance 
to  that  district  market  and  thence  distributed  to 
consumers  in  the  district,  whereas  now  it  has  to  be 
brought  into  the  central  market,  when  perhaps 
it  would  be  as  convenient  or  more  convenient  in 
the  first  place  to  have  it  delivered  at  the  district 
market,  and  then  has  to  be  sent  out  again  to  the 
district,  the  expense  of  sending  to  Faneuil  Hall  and 
out  again  to  East  Boston  being  a  considerable 
item.  I  think  that  the  establishment  of  district 
markets  might  lessen  the  cost  of  food  to  our 
citizens  very  much.  There  might  also  be  district 
markets,  for  instance,  in  South  Boston  and  in  the 
Castle  square  district.  One  in  the  Castle  square 
district  would  be  in  keeping  with  the  freight 
franchise  we  have  granted  to  the  Elevated  or  the 
West  End  road  to  handle  produce  and  so  on  at  a 
place  near  the  Columbia  Theater.  It  could  go 
thence  directly  to  such  a  market,  without  the 
necessity  of  being  shipped  into  town  and  out  again. 
This  is  simply  in  line  with  reduction  of  the  present 
high  cost  of  living.  It  reduces  somewhat  the  cost 
of  transportation  and  to  that  extent  would  reduce 
the  cost  of  food.  It  is  in  line  with  the  agitation 
in  other  cities,  and  I  think  we  can  well  take  it  up 
here.  I  think  I  have  covered  the  point  and  I 
hope  the  Council  will  take  the  matter  up  actively. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


ADVISABILITY   OF   MARKETS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion be  requested  to  report  upon  the  advisability 
of  establishing  at  public  expense  branch  markets 
in  such  localities  as  East  Boston,  South  Boston 
and  the  vicinity  of  Castle  square,  stalls  in  said 
markets  to  be  let  at  a  lower  rate  to  cooperative 
societies  of  farmers  than  to  ordinary  middlemen. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  also 
like  to  have  this  referred  to  the  proper  committee, 
in  order  that  it  may  not  be  claimed  that  I  am 
springing  anything  on  the  members  of  the  Council. 
The  idea  is  a  very  simple  one.  It  carries  out  the 
idea  of  the  former  order,  with  this  addition,  that 
wherever  a  cooperative  society  is  formed  among 
the  farmers,  as  has  been  done  in  Denmark  and  other 
continental  countries,  such  cooperative  .societies 
are  granted  lower  rates  in  the  hiring  of  stores  or 
stalls  in  the  market  than  are  granted  to  the  ordinary 
middleman,  thereby  reducing  the  cost  to  the 
consumer  materially.  So  far  as  the  City  of  Boston 
can  we  want  to  encourage  cooperation  among  the 
farmers,  the  producers  of  our  food  stuffs.  This 
has  been  done  abroad  successfully  and  has  been 
experimented  with  in  this  country.     One  notable 


experiment  has  been  conducted  by  Seth  Low,  the 
former  Mayor  of  New  York  City.  Anything  that 
we  in  the  City  of  Boston  can  do  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  the  'necessities  of  life  to  the  community  we 
should  gladly  do.  In  these  days  of  trolley  freight 
and  of  concentration  of  railroads  it  does  seem  that 
these  district  markets  would  assist  in  reducing 
the  cost  of  food  to  the  consumer  by  reducing 
the  express  and  trucking  charges  on  material. 
It  also  seems  that  if  we  can  encourage  cooperation 
among  the  farmers  it  will  in  turn  reduce  the  cost 
to  the  consumer,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  this 
matter  will  be  taken  up  actively  in  line  with  what 
has  been  done  in  other  cities. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD  a  general 
reconsideration  of  all  action  taken  to-day  was 
refused. 


REMOVAL   OF   REFUSE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 
City  of  Boston, 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Twelve. 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Removal  of  House 

Dirt,  House  Offal  or  Refuse  Matter. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  Section  18  of  chapter  47  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1898,  as  amended  by  chap- 
ter 5  of  the  ordinances  of  1901,  as  further  amended 
by  chapter  7  of  the  ordinances  of  1906,  and  as 
further  amended  by  chapter  14  of  the  ordinances 
of  1909,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding,  at 
the  end  of  said  section,  the  following: 

No  employee  of  the  city  shall,  in  any  street, 
carry  house  dirt,  house  offal  or  other  refuse  matter 
except  in  covered  wagons,  nor  shall  any  .such  em- 
ployee, in  any  street,  carry  garbage  except  in 
closely  covered,  water-tight  vehicles  or  receptacles 
except  as  may  be  necessary  to  convey  private 
receptacles  across  the  sidewalk. 

Sect.  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
July  1,  1912. 

The  ordinance  was  declared  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  ask  reconsider- 
ation of  that  reference.  I  simply  want  to  say  that 
that  is  copied  directly  from  the  report  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  sent  to  every  member  of 
this  Council.  We  turned  down  at  the  last  meeting 
the  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  garbage 
and  city  waste.  We  took  no  action  whatsoever  to 
improve  the  present  conditions.  I  think  Coun. 
Ballantyne  said  he  did  favor  some  additional 
ordinance,  but  none  was  introduced.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  members  claiming  to  be  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  report  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce would  have  brought  in  a  report  in  the  form 
of  an  ordinance,  but  after  waiting  through  that 
meeting  and  seeing  none  offered  I  have  taken  the 
opportunity  to  introduce  this  ordinance.  I 
believe  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  none.  I  believe 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  the  collection 
carts  covered,  as  the  Chamber  suggests.  Needless 
to  say,  I  believe  it  would  be  better  to  have  such 
an  ordinance  as  was  reported  upon  at  the  last 
meeting,  but  the  one  I  have  now  introduced  is  a 
verbatim  copy  of  the  ordinance  suggested  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  I  trust  that  when  it 
comes  before  the  committee  it  will  receive  prompt 
consideration. 

Reconsideration  of  the  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  was  refused. 


Adjourned,    on    motion    of   Coun.  KENNY,  at 
6.17  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  10,  at  3  p.  m. 
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Thursday,  June  6,  1912. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair.  Absent — 
Coun.  Ballantyne,  Coulthurst,  Kenny,  Smith. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  of  the  meeting,  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  5,  1912. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council : 

You   are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber,  Thursday,  June  6,   1912, 
at   3   p.   m.,   for  the   purpose   of   considering   the 
passage  immediately  or  as  soon  as  possible  of  an 
ordinance  for  the  control  of  building  operations 
as  authorized  by  chapter  713  of  the  Acts  of  1912. 
Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  May  29,  1912,  I  addressed  a  communication 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  calling  attention 
to  the  extraordinary  series  of  accidents  in  con- 
nection with  building  operations  in  this  city  during 
the  last  eight  months.  I  informed  his  Excellency 
that  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  in  authorizing 
an  increase  of  the  number  of  building  inspectors 
from  twenty-four  to  thirty,  had  practically  gone  to 
the  limit  of  their  authority  and  that,  in  my  opinion, 
legislation  was  needed  permitting  the  passage  of 
an  ordinance  which  should  provide  for  the  proper 
control  of  an  occupation  the  dangerous  character 
of  which  had  been  so  tragically  demonstrated. 

His  Excellency  responded  promptly  to  this 
appeal  and  as  a  result  of  his  action  chapter  713 
of  the  Acts  of  1912  was  enacted,  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  pass  an  ordinance  for  the  regula- 
tion of  building  operations.  This  act  was  signed 
by  the  Governor  on  June  4.  Recognizing  the 
gravity  of  the  situation  and  the  need  of  immediate 
action  I  have  called  a  special  meeting  of  your 
honorable  body  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
accompanying  draft  of  an  ordinance  establishing 
a  board  of  examiners  within  the  Building  Depart- 
ment, for  the  preservation  of  life  in  the  construction, 
alteration,  removal  and  tearing  down  of  buildings 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  recommend  as  early  a 
consideration  of  this  ordinance  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  a  thorough  investigation  and  justice 
to  all  persons  concerned. 

Copies  of  House  Bill    2348,  which  corresponds 
exactly  to  chapter  713  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  and 
of  the  ordinance  above  mentioned,  as  prepared  by 
the  Corporation  Counsel,  are  appended  hereto. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


An  Ordinance  Establishing  the  Department 
OF  the  Board  op  Examiners  Within  the 
BniLDiNG  Department  for  the  Further 
Preservation  op  Life  in  the  Construc- 
tion, Alteration,  Removal  and  Tearing 
Down  op  Buildings  or  Structures  in 
THE  City  of  Boston. 

Section  1.  All  applications  for  permits  for  the 
construction,  alteration,  removal  and  tearing 
down  of  buildings  or  structures  shall  contain  a 
specification  stating  the  name  and  address  of  the 
person  to  have  the  charge  or  control  of  the  work. 

Sect.  2.  The  building  commissioner  shall  grant 
no  permit  for  the  construction,  alteration,  re- 
moval or  tearing  down  of  buildings  or  structures 
in  the  city  of  Boston  unless  the  person  specified 
in  the  application  for  the  permit  to  have  the 
charge  or  control  of  the  same  shall  have  been 
certified  to  the  building  commissioner  as  qualified 
to  do  the  work  of  constructing,  altering,  removing 


or  tearing  down  buildings  or  structures  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  or 
unless  the  work  to  be  done  in  the  opinion  of  the 
building  commissioner  is  of  such  a  nature  as  not 
to  require  a  certified  person  to  have  the  charge 
or  control  of  the  same. 

Sect.  3.  There  shall  be  in  the  building  depart- 
ment a  board  to  be  called  the  "Board  of  Exam- 
iners." Said  board  shall  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers, one  to  be  the  building  commissioner  who 
shall  be  an  ex  officio  member  and  serve  without 
compensation,  and  two  to  be  appointed  by  the 
mayor  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion nine  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  eighty-six 
of  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  nine,  who 
shall  each  receive  ten  dollars  for  every  day  actu- 
ally spent  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  but 
no  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  each  in  any 
one  year. 

Sect.  4.  The  board  of  examiners  shall,  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  appointment  of  said  two  members 
shall  become  operative,  meet  and  organize  by  the 
selection  of  one  of  said  two  members  as  chairman 
and  of  the  other  as  secretary,  and  shall  thereupon 
designate  the  times  and  places  for  the  examina- 
tion of  any  and  all  persons  who  shall  hereafter  have 
the  charge  or  control  of  the  construction,  altera- 
tion, removal  and  tearing  down  of  buildings  or 
structures  as  specified  in  the  application  for  a 
permit  therefor  as  granted  by  the  building  com- 
missioner. 

The  examination  shall  have  special  reference  to 
the  construction,  alteration,  removal  and  tearing 
down  of  buildings  or  structures  and  shall  test  the 
knowledge  of  the  person  in  regard  to  the  same  and 
in  regard  to  his  ability  to  make  practical  applica- 
tion of  such  knowledge  to  the  work  in  question, 
and  in  regard  to  his  capacity  and  fitness  to  have 
charge  or  control  of  such  work. 

If  the  board  of  examiners  is  satisfied  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  person  to  have  the  charge  or 
control  of  the  construction,  alteration,  removal 
and  tearing  down  of  buildings  or  structures  the 
board  shall  certify  the  name  and  address  of  such 
person  to  the  building  commissioner  who  shall 
keep  a  record  thereof  open  to  public  inspection, 
and  such  certification  shall  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect  until  said  certification  is  revoked  for 
cause  or  violation  of  the  building  law  after  notice 
to  said  person  and  a  hearing  before  said  board  of 
examiners. 

•  Any  person  who  shall  by  affidavit  show  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  board  of  examiners  that  he  has 
had  the  charge  or  control  of  the  construction, 
alteration,  removal  or  tearing  down  of  buildings  or 
structures  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  ordinance 
and  shall  satisfy  the  board  of  examiners  as  to  his 
qualifications  by  experience,  capacity  and  fitness 
in  the  work  may  be  entitled  to  have  his  name  cer- 
tified to  the  building  commissioner  without  exam- 
ination. 

Sect.  5.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  approval,  except  section  two,  which  shall  take 
effect  thirty  days  after  the  organization  of  the 
board  of  examiners  as  provided  for  in  section  three. 


Chapter  713  of  the  Acts  of  1912  Equivalent  to 
House,  No.  2348. 
The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
House  of  Representatives, 

May  29  (p.m.),  1912. 
The  Committee  on  Cities  to  whom  was  referred 
the  message  from  the  Governor  transmitting  a 
letter  from  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  request- 
ing legislation  relative  to  the  qualifications  of 
persons  engaged  in  building  operations  (House, 
No.  2345),  report  the  accompanying  bill. 

For  the  Committee, 

Alvin  E.  Bliss. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Nine 
Hundred  and  Twelve. 
An  Act  to  Provide  Further  for  the  Preservation  of 
Life  in  the  Construction,  Alteration,  Removal 
or  Tearing  Down  of  Buildings  or  Structures  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court   assembled,   and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 
Section  1.     The  City  of  Boston  m,ay  pre.scribe  by 
ordinance  the  qualifications  which  shall  be  required 
of  those  having  charge  or  control  of  the  construc- 
tion, alteration,  removal  ortearing  down  of  buildings 
or  structures  in  said  city,  the  means  of  determining 
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such  qualifications  and  the  terms  and  conditions 
upon  which  permits  for  the  construction,  alteration, 
removal  or  tearing  down  of  buildings  or  structures 
may  be  issued  by  the  building  commissioner.  Any 
person  who  has  been  refused  a  permit  by  the 
building  commissioner,  acting  under  authority 
of  any  such  ordinance,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal^ 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  six 
of  chapter  five  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  seven. 


Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
passage. 

The  message  and  ordinance  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 


Adjourned,  at  3.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McDonald,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  10,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  10,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City   Council,   held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.   m..   President   ATTRIDGE    in   the  chair  and 
all  the  members  present. 


PROBATE  COURT  MESSENGER— VETO. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  6,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  return  herewitli,  without  my  approval,  an 
order  passed  by  j'our  honorable  body  at  its  meeting 
of  June  3,  1912,  authorizing  the  judges  of  the 
Probate  Court  to  employ  a  messenger  at  a  salary 
of  $1,700  per  annum,  and  to  expend  for  uniforms 
for  said  messenger  not  exceeding  $100  per  annum. 

I  understand  that  the  Probate  Court  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk  has  attached  to  it  a  messenger 
whose  salary  is  $1,500  per  year  and  that  this 
messenger  virtually  performs  the  duties  of  a  court 
officer.  It  is  the  clesire  of  the  judges  that  his 
salary  be  increased  to  $1,700,  with  $100  for  uni- 
forms. Under  the  wording  of  the  order  the 
judges  would  seem  to  be  authorized  to  employ 
an  additional  messenger  and  this,  I  understand, 
is  not  requested  by  them.  If  the  text  can  be 
amended  .so  as  to  make  it  clear  that  the  proposed 
order  signifies  merely  an  increase  of  salary  and  not 
the  right  to  appoint  an  additional  employee  I 
shall  have  no  objection  to  signing  it. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NEW   LIGHTING   APPARATUS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  10,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council; 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in  response  to 
the  request  contained  in  an  order  passed  by  your 
honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of  May  1.3,  1912, 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  submit  to  the  Council 
any  information  regarding  the  installation  of 
new  lighting  apparatus  which  has  been  furnished 
him  by  the  Lamp  Department. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.\ld,  Mayor. 

City  of  Bofston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  10,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

In  connection  with  the  order  of  the  City  Council 
of  Ma.v  13,  regarding  information  about  new  light- 
ing apparatus,  I  wish  to  say  that  a  considerable 
number  of  inverted  lamps  have  been  installed. 
In  addition  to  the  eighty-four  of  the  old  t.vpe  of 
Graetzin,  fort.v-eight  of  the  new  type  have  been 
installed.  Fift.v-six  of  the  United  Gas  Lighting 
Compan.v  and  nine  of  the  Kilchmann  type  have 
been  installed.  Experiments  have  been  made  to 
determine  the  candle  power  of  each  type  and  also 
the  gas  consumption  of  same.  In  addition  to 
these  inverted  lamps  the  department  has  been 
carrying  on  extensive  experiments  with  the  auto- 
matic lighting  and  extinguishing  device.  One 
hundred  of  the  impulse  controllers  have  been  in 
operation  in  the  South  End  district,  but  on 
account  of  unsatisfactory  service  of  the  same,  all 
of  these  have  been  removed.  We  have  in  the  West 
Roxbury  district  the  nine  Kilchmann  lamps 
operated  by  the  Kilchmann  clock  device.  We 
have  also  had  twenty  of  the  Horstmann  type  No.  3 
devices  in  operation  in  this  district.  In  the 
Jamaica  Plain  district  we  have  had  six  of  the 
Shaw  automatic  device  and  three  of  the  Automatic 
Lighting  Company's  devices  and  one  inverted  type 
of  Horstmann  controller. 

I  attach  herewith  reports  in  detail  from  the 
Supervisor  of  Lighting  regarding  the  various  instal- 
lations and  the  results  .secured  up  to  date.  These 
reports  are  as  follows: 

One  of  February  1  regarding  eighty-two  Graetzin 


lamps  in  operation  during  the  year  1911.  General 
report,  dated  May  13,  regarding  the  operation  of 
the  inverted  gas  lamps  installed  in  West  Roxbury. 
One  of  June  1,  giving  the  results  of  the  various 
photometric  tests  made  on  the  experimental  lamps 
in  West  Roxbury.  Report  of  June  7  regarding 
the  gas  consumption  of  same.  One  of  June  10  a 
general  statement  of  the  various  installations. 
Respectfully, 

L.  K.  RouRKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
(Inelosures:    Reports  of  Supervisor  of  Lighting 
and  order  of  City  Council.) 

Public  Works  Department    . 
Street  Lighting  Service,  February  1,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear   Sir, — In   relation   to   the   maintenance   of 
the  Graetzin  inverted  mantle  gas  lamps,  I  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report. 

There   has   been  a  total   of  30,348  lightings   of 
these  lamps  for  the  year  1911,  as  follows-: 

82  lamps  for  36.3  nights 29,930  lightings 

2  lamps  for  126  nights 252  lightings 

2  lamps  for  5.5  nights 110  lightings 

1  lamp  for  56  nights 56  lightings 

Total 30,348  lightings 

Stock  has  been  used,  as  follows: 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

Average  per  lamp 


185 
2.22 


38 
.457 


21 
.  2.526 


Also  6  magnesia  tipg. 

The  cost  per  lamp  per  annum  for  maintenance  is 
as  follows: 

2.22  mantles  at  $0.12^ $0  2775 

.457  globes  at  $0.50 2285 

.253  chimneys  at  $0.10 0252 

6  magnesia  tips  at  .$0.13 0093 

$0  5405 

13,605  cubic  feet  gas  at  $0.78 10  61 

Labor  at  $2.25  day. .  .  ; 9  8769 

$21  02 

Most  of  these  lamps  have  been  in  operation  from 
iiineteen  to  twenty-eight  months  and  show  but 
little  wear  on  the  outside,  and  such  lamps  as  have 
been  taken  apart  have  been  found  in  very  good 
condition.  There  has  been  a  fine  sandy  deposit 
composed  of  particles  of  iron  scale  and  rust,  etc., 
that  has  been  forced  by  the  gas  pressure  through 
the  service  pipes  into  the  valves  of  some  of  the 
burners  (twenty-two  of  these  during  the  year); 
and  some  difficulty  has  been  observed  at  times  with 
a  tar  deposit  being  forced  through  the  service 
pipes  into  the  valves  and  which  in  the  winter 
season  becomes  frozen  and  prevents  the  passage 
of  gas  to  the  pilot  tube. 

Nine  hundred  forty-five  pilots  have  been  found 
out  at  lighting  time,  or  3iV  per  cent  of  the  total 
lightings  for  the  year.  One  hundred  and  two 
mantles  have  become  wet  during  severe  rainstorms 
bj-  moisture  leaking  into  the  lamps,  eciual  to  about 
i  of  1  per  cent  of  the  total  lightings  for  the  year. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  these 
defects  were  caused  by  winds  and  rainstorms.  On 
all  but  one  night  the.se  lamps  have  been  lighted  on 
time,,  although  the  lighter  was  obliged  to  use  a 
torch  when  pilots  were  out. 
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Date. 


Weather. 


Pilots  Out. 


January 

14 

16 

28 

30 

31 

February 

4 

5 

7 

17 

19 

27 

March 

15 

16 

21 

23 

24 

27 

31 

April 

2 

9 

20 

May 

3 

June 

13 

July 

24 

28 

August 

18 

29 

31 

September  25 

29 

30 

October 

5 

Novembei 

2 

7 

12. 

15. 

18 

24 

December 

23 

28 

29 

31 

High  wind 

High  northwest  wind .  . 

Northwest  gale 

Southwest  gale 

Heavy  northwest  wind . 


High  northwest  wind 

Northeast  snowstorm 

Severe  rain  and  southeast  wind 

High  northeast  wind 

Northwest  gale 

Heavy  rain 

Northwest  gale 

Northwest  wind  all  day 

High  northwest  wind  all  day 

High  northwest  wind  all  day 

Heavy  southwest  wind  and  rain 

High  west  wind 

Heavy  northwest  wind  all  day 

Northeast  snowstorm 

Northeast  rain 

Heavy  southwest  wind 

Northeast  rain 

Heavy  southwest  wind  and  rain 

Severe  northeast  rain 

Severe  northeast  rain  and  wind 

Heavj'  southwest  wind  all  day 

Heavy  southwest  wind  all  day 

Severe  rain  at  lighting  time 

East  wind  and  rain  all  day 

Heavy  northeast  wind  all  day ' 

Heavy  northwest  wind  all  day 

Heavy  northwest  wind 

Heavy  northwest  wind  all  day 

Heavy  southeast  wind  p.  m 

Severe  southwest  rain  a.  m 

Severe  southeast  rain  a.  m 

Heavy  rain  all  day.     Northwest  wind. 

Rain  all  day 

46-mile  gale 

46-mile  gale 

Snow  and  fain  all  day 


7 
13 
33 
43 
24 

5  and  2  wet  mantles. 
31 

26 
20 
27 
23 

3  wet  mantles. 

60  and  3  stopped  with  tar  deposit. 

34 

43 

44 

26  and  6  wet  mantles. 

42 

47 

8  and  11  wet  mantles. 
34  and  5  wet  mantles. 
31 

2  wet  mantles. 
8 

1  and  19  wet  mantles. 

9  and  9  wet  mantles. 

4  wet  mantles. 

7  and  6  wet  mantles. 

10  and  10  wet  mantles. 
4  and  1  wet  mantle. 

30 
33 
23 
34 
30 

6  and  6  wet  mantles. 

11  wet  mantles. 

3  wet  mantles. 
1  wet  mantle. 

63 
61 
All  lamps  O.  K. 


Yours  respectfully, 

E.     C.    W.VDE, 

Supervisor  Street  Lighting. 
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Public  Works  Department, 
Boston,  May  13,  1912. 
Mr.  Louis  K.  Rourl<e, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear  Sir, — In  relation  to  the  present  inverted 
gas  lamps  in  West  Roxbury,  I  would  respectfully 
report  as  follows  upon  conditions  that  I  have 
found  during  the  progress  of  installation  and 
experimentation . 

If  it  should  be  decided  to  abandon  the  existing 
method  of  upright  mantle  gas  lighting  for  that  of 
inverted  mantle  gas  lighting  and  install  the  lamp 
equipment  upon  extensions  placed  upon  the  pres- 
ent lamp-posts,  some  additional  provision  should 
certainly  be  made  for  the  clearance  of  service 
pipes  by  use  of  the  force  pump. 

Provision  has  already  been  made  at  a  point  on 
the  extension  permitting  the  introduction  of 
alcohol  into  the  riser  of  the  post  in  case  that 
condensation  in  the  pipe  takes  place  and  freezes. 
If  a  leak  occurs  in  the  riser  to  a  lamp-post  that 
has  been  extended  the  post  must  be  dismantled; 
that  is,  the  lamp  and  extension  must  be  removed 
before  repairs  to  the  riser  can  be  made.  This 
must  necessarily  entail  an  increase  in  the  cost  of 
service  repairs. 

In  the  course  of  the  installation  of  these  lamps 
and  extensions  we  found  that  many  of  the  risers 
were  i-inch  instead  of  inch-pipe  and  that  small 
elbows  were  used,  also  that  many  of  these  risers 
were  in  a  badly  rusted  condition,  thereby  increas- 
ing the  possibility  of  a  leak  developing  when  the 
post  is  straightened  or  extended,  and  about  every 
post  that  was  extended  required  straightening 
more  or  less.  This  usually  is  the  case  after  a  cold 
winter  and  especially  in  districts  where  earth  side- 
walks are  in  existence. 

I  think,  however,  that  if  the  2i-inch  pipe  of 
the  extension  that  is  now  connected  by  a  reducer 
coupling  with  the  present  riser  at  the  top  of  the 
lamp-post  could  be  carried  down  through  the  post 
to  the  elbow  at  the  base,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
riser,  and  there  connected  with  the  service  pipe, 
that  the  whole  post  would  be  strengthened  thereby 
and  the  possibility  of  gas  leakage  above  the  elbow 
greatly  diminished  and  a  better  head  of  gas 
obtained  for  the  lamp.  This  would  of  course  in- 
volve an  additional  expense  in  the  cost  of  the 
extension. 

In  the  matter  of  lamp  installation,  the  method 
pursued  was  to  erect  a  small  portable  staging 
around  the  lamp-post,  remove  the  upright  equip- 
ment, then  straighten  the  post  and  couple  on  the 
extension  in  one  piece,  adjusting  the  ornamentation 
with  set  screws.  Then  the  hanging  and  connecting 
of  the  inverted  lamp,  the  adjustment  of  the  burner 
and  mantle  and  finally  the  painting  of  the  post 
and  extension  with  a  coat  of  black  paint. 

In  the  erection  and  adjustment  of  the  Graetzin 
lamp  very  little  if  any  trouble  was  found.  The 
lamp  is  built  on  good  lines  and  is  substantial  in  its 
construction.  The  enameling  is  of  the  best  and 
the  gas  and  air  adjustments  are  easy  of  access. 

In  the  erection  of  the  United  Gas  Light  and 
Manufacturing  Company's  lamp  difficulty  was 
found  with  the  globes  and  reflectors,  also  with 
hanging  of  the  lamp  so  that  it  would  not  appear 
crooked.  The  adjustment  of  these  lamps,  after 
being  placed  in  position,  was  attended  to  by 
employees  of  the  United  Gas  Light  and  Manu- 
facturing Company.  About  every  globe  was 
cracked  and  many  mantles  broken  in  this  adjust- 
ment by  company  experts,  a  condition  that  did 
not  occur  in  the  adjustment  of  the  Graetzin  lamps 
by  men  not  expert  in  this  line.  The  enamel  on 
this  lanip  is  of  very  poor  quality,  and  the  gas  and 
air  adjustments  are  not  located  satisfactorily. 
The  lamp  is  poorly  constructed  and  in  many  cases 
has  loose  joints  and  is  not  set  up  in  proper  align- 
ment. 

Graetzin  Lamps. 
Between  April  22  and  May  12,  inclusive,  there 
were  89.5  lightings  and  89.5  outings. 

Eleven  pilots,  or  ]J  per  cent,  were  found  extin- 
guished and  lamps  lighted  with  torch. 
Two  air  valves  worked  loose. 
Eight    hundred    and    eighty-two    lightings    and 
895  outing  operations  O.  K. 

Kilchmann  Automatic  Lamps. 

Between  April  26  and  May  12,  inclusive,  there 
were  127  lighting  and  extinguishing  operations. 

Two  pilots,  or  li  per  cent,  were  found  extin- 
guished and  lamps  liglited  by  torch. 

Back  fired 1 

Globe  blackened  by  pilot 1 


One  hundred  and  twenty-four  lighting  and  127 
outing  operations  O.  K.  The  automatic  appa- 
ratus did  not  fail  to  operate. 

United    Gas    Light    and    Manufacturing    Lamps. 

Between  April  29  and  May  12,  inclusive,  there 
were  678  lighting  and  678  outing  operations. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  pilots,  or  20  per  cent, 
were  found  extinguished  and  lamps  lighted  by 
torch  or  by  u.se  of  ladder. 

Operating  Defects  in   United   Gas   Light   Manu- 
facturing Lamps. 

April  30,  a.  m.,  4  imperfect  valves  will  not 
extinguish. 

April  30,  p.  m.,  5  pilots  out. 
,    May  1,  a.  m.,  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  1,  p.  m.,  10  pilots  out. 

May  2,  a.  m.,  4  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  2,  p.  m.,  9  pilots  out. 

May  3,  a.  m.,  6  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  3,  p.  m.,  15  pilots  out;  4  globes  heavily 
smoked  and  lamp  interior  covered  with  lamp  black; 
1  globe  blown  off  in  relighting  by  explosion  of  gas. 

May  4,  a.  m.,  6  valves  will  not  extinguisli. 

May  4,  p.  m.,  1  globe  blown  off  in  relighting  by 
explosion  of  gas;  12  pilots  out;  5  globes  heavily 
smoked  and  lamp  interior  covered  with  lamp  black. 

May  5,  a.  m.,  7  valves  will-not  extinguish. 

May  5,  p.  m.,  14  pilots  out;  7  globes  heavily 
smoked  and  lamp  interior  covered  with  lamp  black. 

May  6,  a.  m.,  7  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  6,  p.  m.,  7  pilots  out;  1  back  fired;  9  globes 
heavily  smoked  and  lamp  interior  covered  with 
lamp  black;  1  globe  blown  off  in  religh'ting  by 
explosion  of  gas. 

May  7,  a.  m.,  6  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  7,  p.  m.,  8  pilots  out;  5  globes  heavily 
smoked  and  lamp  interior  covered  with  lamp  black. 

May  8,  a.  m.,  8  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  8,  p.  m.,  12  pilots  out;  2  mantles  wet;  1 
lamp  had  to  use  ladder  to  light. 

May  9,  a.  m.,  6  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  9,  p.  m.,  15  pilots  out;  1  back  fired;  1  all 
smoked;  2  globes  blown  off  in  relighting  by  explo- 
sion of  gas;  1  defective  valve,  when  full  on  shows 
no  light;  8  lamps  when  relighted  accompanied  with 
loud  explosion;  1  lamp  very  wet  inside;  had  to 
use  ladder  to  light  a  number  of  lamps,  as  could  get 
no  gas  at  pilot  tube. 

May  10,  a.  ra.,  7  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  10,  p.  m.,  3  pilots  out;  1  lamp  could  not 
light  with  torch. 

May  11,  a.  m.,  3  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  11,  p.  m.,  13  pilots  out;  6  lamps  could  not 
light  with  torch;  7  lamps  flashed  back  and  did 
not  light. 

May  12,  a.  m.,  11  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

May  12,  p.  m.,  13  pilots  out  and  ladder  used  to 
relight  as  could  not  light  from  pilot  tube;  2  lamps 
flashed  back;  1  globe  and  lamp  interior  all  smoked 
up;  1  lamp  after  relighting,  mantle  and  magnesia 
tip  dropped  into  globe. 

May  13,  a.  m.,  7  valves  will  not  extinguish. 

Leaks  of  gas  have  been  found  in  about  four-fifths 
of  these  lamps  under  the  lock  nuts.  These  nuts 
have  not  been  ground  down  and  have  evidently 
been  put  up  in  a  rough  state.  On  applying  a 
match  a  flame  from  6  inches  to  10  inches  in  length 
has  been  obtained, 

155  defective  lightings. 
86  defective  outings. 
523  lightings  O.  K. 
592  outings  O.  K. 

On    installation    there    were    thirty-two    lamps 
that  had  defective  enamel  and  twenty-nine  lamps 
that  the  barrel  of  the  lamp  was  not  in  alignment. 
.Yours  respectfully, 
E.  C.  Wade,  Supervisor  Street  Lighting. 

Public  Works  Department, 

June  1,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

Dear   Sir, — I   herewith   respectfully   submit   the 

result  of  tests  for  candle-power  of  the  Ehrich  and 

Graetz,  the  United  Gas  Light  and  Manufacturing 

Company  and  the  Kilchmann  inverted  gas  lamps. 

Photometric  Tests  on  Gas  Street  Lamps. 

West  Roxbury,  May  29,  1912. 
Candle-power  tests  were  made  May  29,  1912, 
on  fourteen  gas  lamps  located  in  West  Roxbury. 
The  values  given  in  table  on  next  page  for  each 
lamp  represent  the  average  of  ten  settings  on  the 
photometer,  the  tests  in  all  cases  being  made  at 
an  angle  of  25  degrees  below  the  horizontal. 
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Lamp. 

Location. 

Candle  Power. 

United  Gas  Lamp 

Emmons  road,  second  lamp  from  Linnet  street 

51  5 

61.7 

United  Gas  Lamp 

Oriole  street,  first,  north  of  Wren  street 

28  4 

United  Gas  Lamp 

Oriole  street,  second,  north  of  W^ren  street  . 

29  8 

Park  street,  between  Oriole  street  and  Boxford  terrace .  .  . 

Bellevue  street,  opposite  house  No.  89 

Bellevue  street,  corner  Maxfield  street 

59.5 

Graetzin  Lamp 

50.0 

Graetzin  Lamp 

56  0 

69.1 

Graetzin  Lamp 

Wren  street,  first  from  Oriole  street 

64.2 

79.7 

82.7 

76.0 

Klilchmann  Lamp 

Landseer  street,  first  from  La  Grange  street. 

76  1 

39.5 

Average  Candle  Power. 
Lamp.  Candle  power. 

United  gas  lamp 46 . 2 

Graetzin  lamp 63 . 8 

Kilchmann  lamp 78 . 3 

Upright  Welsbach 39 . 5 

Yours  respectfully, 
E.  C.  Wade, 
Supervisor  Street  Lighting. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Highway  Division, 
Street  Lighting  Service,  June  7,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear  Sir, — A  test,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 
gas  consumed  by  the  pilots  and  burners  of  the 
three  inverted  type  of  gas  lamps  in  operation  in 
the  West  Roxbury  district,  was  made  on  Wednes- 
day, June  5,  1912,  at  the  photometric  station  of 
the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  at  Bartlett 
square. 

The  three  lamps  that  had  shown  the  highest 
candle  power  of  the  three  different  type  of  lamps 
were  the  ones  selected. 

Graetzin  Lamp. 

Time,  10.30  a.  m.;  one  minute  observation; 
pressure  3  inches. 

Burner  and  pilot  consumed:  4  feet  on  first 
reading;  3.9  feet  on  second  reading;  3.9  feet  on 
third  reading;  3.8  feet  on  fourth  reading;  3.8  feet 
on  fifth  reading;  3.8  feet  on  sixth  reading;  average 
3.861  feet. 

Pilot  consumed:  0.6  feet  on  first  reading;  0.65 
feet  on  second  reading;  0.6  feet  on  third  reading: 
0.6  feet  on  fourth  reading;  0.6  feet  on  fifth  reading; 
average,  0.61  feet. 

Average,  burner  3.25J  feet;  aver,age,  pilot  0.61 
feet. 

United  Lamp. 

Time,  11  a.  m.;  one  minute  observation;  pres- 
sure, 3  inches. 

Burner  and  pilot  consumed:  7.2  feet  on  first 
reading;  7  feet  on  second  reading;  6.7  feet  on 
third  reading;  6.6  feet  on  fourth  reading;  6.4  feet 
on  fifth  reading;  6.4  feet  on  sixth  reading;  average, 
6.71?  feet. 

Pilot  consumed:  1.2  feet  on  first  reading;  1.2 
feet  on  second  reading;  1.2  feet  on  third  Reading; 
1.6  feet  on  fourth  reading;  1.6  feet  on  fifth  read- 
ing; average,  1.36  feet. 

Average,  burner  5.35|  feet;  average  pilot,  1.36 
feet. 

Kilchmann  Lamp. 
Time,    11.30    a.    m.;    one    minute    observation; 
pressure,  3  inches. 


Burner  and  pilot  consumed:  4.5  feet  on  first 
reading;  4.45  feet  on  second  reading;  4.45  feet  on 
third  reading;  4.3  feet  on  fourth  reading;  4.2  feet 
on  fifth  reading;  4  feet  on  sixth  reading;  average, 
4.31i  feet. 

Pilot  consumed:  0.5  feet  on  first  reading;  0.5 
feet  on  second  reading;  0.5  feet  on  third  reading; 
0.5  feet  on  fourth  reading;  0.5  feet  on  fifth  reading; 
average,  0.5  feet. 

Average  burner,  3.811  feet;  average  pilot,  0.50 
feet. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  C.  Wade, 
Supervisor  Street  Lighting. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Highway  Division, 
Street  Lighting  Service,  June  10,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear  Sir, — The    following    installations    of    in- 
verted mantle  gas  lamps  were  made  on  the  dates 
as  follows: 

Graetzin. 

April  22 6 

April  23 9 

April  24 11 

April  25 12 

April  26 8 

April  29 2 

48 
United. 

April  29 12 

April  30 12 

Mav  1 13 

May  2 8 

May  3 11 

56 
Kilchmann. 

April  26 3 

April  27 2 

May  2 4 


The  above  lamps  were  installed  in  West  Roxbury. 
In  Jamaica  Plain  the  following  installation  was 
made  of  United  lamps: 

May  3 3 

May  4 7 

May  6 2 

12 

On  October  7   there   was   one   United   and   one 
Novelty  lamp  installed  in  Jamaica  Plain,  also  one 


JUNE    10,    1912. 


176 


of  the  new  type  of  Graetzin.  Eighty-four  of  the 
old  type  of  Graetzin  have  been  in  service  in  Jamaica 
Plain  from  nineteen  to  twenty-eight  months. 

Automatic  Devices. 
The   nine   Kilchmann   lamps   installed   in  West 
Roxbury  are   operated   by    the   Kilchmann   clock 
device.     Between  the  dates  of  August   12,   1911, 
and   tlic  date  of  the   installation  of  the   Inverted 
lamps  in  West  Roxbury  we  had  twenty  Horstmann 
(hand  adjustment)  type  No.  3  in  operation.    Since 
that  time  we  have  had  but  two  of  this  type  in  that 
district.     In  Jamaica  Plain  district  we  have  had 
six  of  the  Shaw  automatic  device  and  three  of  the 
Automatic   Lighting   Company's   device    and    one 
inverted  type  Horstmann  controller  in  connection 
with  the  inverted  mantle  lamps  in  that  district. 
In  the  South  End  district    the    hundred   impulse 
controllers    that    were    in    operation    have    been 
removed  on  account  of  unsatisfactory  service. 
Yours  respectfully, 
E.  C.  Wade, 
Supervisor  Street  Lighting. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Works  Department, 

Highway  Division, 

Street  Lighting  Service,  February  1,  1912; 

Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  report  on  the  Horst- 
mann Controller  is  respectfully  submitted. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1911,  twenty  Horstmann 
Gas  Controllers  (hand  adjustment),  Typo  No.  3, 
were  installed  in  connection  with  the  upright 
mantle  gas  lamps  on  Bellevue  street.  West  Rox- 
bury district.  This  controller  is  of  the  quick- 
lighting  type,  is  simple  in  adjustment,  both  levers 
being  released  or  secured  by  one  clip.  The  time 
dial  is  in  direct  connection  with  the  main  wheel  of 
the  clock  and  is  easily  set,  all  adjustment  being 
made  from  the  front. 

The  operation  of  these  controllers  has  been 
satisfactory,  and  the  failures  of  the  lamps  to  light 
or  extinguish  have  not  been  from  fault  of  the 
apparatus,  but  principally  from  outside  causes, 
as  follows: 

Controller  Defect. 

Not   extinguished;  clock  not  wound 1 

Not  extinguished;  clock  spring  slipped  out  of 

place 1 

Not  extinguished;    oil    hardened    on    outside 

lever 3 

Not  extinguished ;  dial  worked  loose 1 

Not  lit;  oil  hardened  on  outside  lever 1 

Not  lit;  small  brass  filing  in  cog  of  wheel 1 

Not  lit;  hard  bug  caught  in  lever 1 

Not  lit;  cause  not  ascertained 1 

10 

Not  lit;  pilot  extinguished  during  day *47 

Not  lit;  outside  interference *15 


*  Mechanism  of  controller  found  working  prop- 
erly. 

Out  of  5,680  lighting  and  extinguishing  opera- 
tions, ("o^j  of  1  per  cent  of  failure  was  due  to  the 
controller,  xoo  of  1  per  cent  of  failure  was  due  to 
extinguished  pilots,  ,%  of  1  per  cent  of  failure  was 
due  to  outside  interference. 

The  burners  and  pilots  used  in  this  installation 
were  not  of  a  type  that  would  ordinarily  be  used 
for  street  work,  but  were  the  best  that  could  be 
obtained  for  a  quick  installation  that  was  required 
at  that  time. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  C.  Wade, 
Supervisor  Street  Lighting. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PUBLIC   LANDINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  10,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  which  offers  a 
temporary  solution  of  the  difficulty  due  to  the 
lack  of  public  landing  facilities  in  the  upper 
harbor.  The  matter  has  been  before  the  Public 
Works  Department,  the  Harbor  and  Land  Com- 


missioners,   the    authorities    at    Washington,    and 
the    Directors    of   the    Port    of    Boston,    and    the 

f)roposed  plan,  which  provides  for  two  floating 
andings,  one  in  the  vicinity  of  Northern  Avenue 
Bridge  and  the  other  at  Summer  Street  Bridge, 
will  accommodate  vessels  desiring  to  land  until 
a  location  for  a  permanent  landing  can  be  obtained. 
I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
loan  order,  appropriating  $8,000  for  Temporary 
Public  Landings. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Cit.y  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  10,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

In  connection  with  the  matter  of  a  public  landing, 
after  discussing  the  subject  with  the  Directors  of 
the  Port,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
best  solution  is  a  temporary  one,  viz.,  to  con.struct 
two  floating  landings  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
S8,000,  one  to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Northern 
Avenue  Bridge  and  the  other  at  Summer  Street 
Bridge.  I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  loan 
order  for  $8,000  for  the  construction  of  these 
landings  be  passed  by  the  city  government. 
After  a  permanent  landing  along  the  water  front 
is  located  these  rafts  will  be  useful  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    RoURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars 
($8,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  for  Temporary  Public  Landings, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Ellwood  W.  Ward,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  account  of  alleged  defect  in  Dunboy 
street,  Brighton. 

Thomas  Fallon,  for  compen.sation  for  injuries 
received  while  employed  at  Suffolk  County  Jail. 

Park  L.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  bursting  of  water  main  at  463  Atlantic 
avenue. 

Sawin  &  Lawrence,  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  the  bursting  of  water  main  at  453  At- 
lantic avenue. 

Berenson  Construction  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  at  70-72  Denmark  street  by 
improper  construction  of  drain. 

Oliver  A.  Taylor,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  horse  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Minot 
street.  Ward  24. 

M.  Moran,  to  be  paid  for  work  in  Vine  Street 
Church. 

Thomas  Murray,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  2  Texas  street,  Rox- 
bury. .    .     . 

John  J.  Ford,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  East  Boston  south  ferry,  Boston  side. 

County  Accounts. 
Joseph  A.  Wiggin,  for  retirement  under  chapter 
459  of  Acts  of  1910. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.:  . 

Mrs.  Amy  T.  Rawson,  Steinert  Hall,  evenmg  of 
June  28. 

Catherine  M.  Madison,  Whiton  Hall,  evenmg  of 
J""e24.  .  „  .         ,  c 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  tire 
arms  at  various  locations,  viz.: 

William  Read  &  Sons,  107  Washington  street. 
Ward  6. 
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Herman    Rosenthal,     360    Washington    street, 
Ward  7. 

Klein  &  Perlstein,  21  Beach  street,  Ward  7. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  having  duly  approved  of 
the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of  Henry 
C.  Shrieves. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  license  granted  by  the 
Secretar.y  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Fred  S.  Gore,  Commis- 
sioner Penal  Institutions  Department,  of  his 
interest  in  contracts  with  the  City  of  Boston  for 
macadamizing  Morton  street,  laying  artificial 
sidewalk  on  Hecla  and  Maxwell  streets,  wood  pav- 
ing on  Hammond  street,  Massachusetts  avenue 
and  Malcolm  street,  bitulithic  paving  on  Exeter 
street,  asphalt  on  Columbus  square. 

Placed  on  file. 


ALTERATION  OF  LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  alteration  of  locations  to 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company  as  follows: 

388th  location,  Washington  and  Bowdoin  streets, 
Codman  square  and  Ashmont  street. 

389th  location,  Charles  street,  city  proper. 

390th  location,  Washington  and  Tremont  streets, 
Brighton. 

391st  location,  Shawmut  avenue. ~- 

Placed  on  file,  and  ordered  printed. 


ALTERATION   OF  PARSONS  STREET 
BRIDGE. 

A  copy  of  order  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Railroad  Commissioners  concerning  the  alteration 
and  rebuilding  of  the  Parsons  Street  Bridge  in 
Brighton. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICES   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
Health  Department  of  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
James  B.  Cotter,  John  J.  Carr,  Henry  J.  Hart, 
John  J.  Mahoney  and  John  L.  Murdock. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   ORGANIZATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Schoolhouse 
Department  by  the  City  Clerk  of  the  organization 
of  said  Board  with  Mr.  Charles  Logueas  chairman, 
John  F.  Kennedy  as  acting  chairman,  Charles  B. 
Perkins  as  secretary  and  Horace  B.  Fisher  as 
assistant  secretary  for  the  year  ending  May  31, 
1913. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  parties  for  the  occupation  of  the  following 
buildings  for  the  storage  of  gasoleng,  etc.,  and  of 
intention  to  use  same  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Davidson  Rubber  Company,  Caldwell  street, 
Charlestown. 

Quincy  Market  Cold  Storage  &  Warehouse  Com- 
pany, 69  Eastern  avenue.  Ward  6. 

W.  Bowman  Cutter,  1855  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

W.  Bowman  Cutter,  2306-2308  Washington 
street,  Ward   18. 


Dr.  Louis  Mendelsohn,  477  Washington  street, 
Dorchester. 

Winton  Motor  Car  Company,  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

James  A.  Haley,  7  Saranac  street,  Dorchester. 

Fire  Department,  Bristol  street. 

Fire  Department,  Dudley  street. 

Fire  Department,  Fort  Hill  square. 

I<''ire  Department,  Saratoga  and  Byron  streets. 

Fire  Department,  Walk  Hill  and  Wenham 
streets. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  giving  cost  of  con- 
struction of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  with  granite 
edgestones  along  both  sides  of  Melville  avenue, 
between  Washington  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue.  Ward  20,  and  gravel  sidewalks  with 
granite  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  on  Winship 
street.  Ward  25,  and  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  sched- 
ules be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the 
amounts  set  against  their  respective  names  as 
their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing said  sidewalks  and  notice  is  hereby  ordered 
to  be  given  to  parties,  the  amounts  being  re- 
spectively .$3,483.33  for  Melville  avenue,  and 
$230.02  for  Winship  street. 

The  orders  were  passed. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  thirteen  newsboys, 
two  bootblacks  and  three  vendors — recommending 
that  said  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business  No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  3,  of  Miss  Sophie  Zinger,  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Buckley  and  Smith.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


ANNUITY   FOR   MRS.   JAMES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order — That 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  an  annuit.v  of  $300, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts 
of  1880,  to  the  widow  of  Leroy  James,  a  member 
of  the  Fire  Department,  who  died  from  injuries 
received  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on 
May  7,  1912.  Any  amounts  paid  under  the 
authority  of  this  order  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Fire  Department,  Pensions. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  BALL.A.NTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  order  (referred  June  3)  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  cancel  and 
discharge,  bj-  an  instrument  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department,  agreement  relative  to  coal  hole 
at  104  Lenox  street — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  pa.ssed,  yeas  7,  naj-s  0. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  estate  of  George  H. 
Ingalls  (referred  April  16)  that  the  city  execute 
a  deed  to  remove  cloud  on  title  of  estate  on  Park 
street — recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hercbj-  is  authorized  and  empowered  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  city  for  a  nominal  consideration 
and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  I^aw  Depart- 
ment to  release  unto  Isabella  A.  Mc.Xrdlc  all  the 
right,  title  and  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
and  to  the  parcel  of  land  on  Park  street,  in  that 
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part  of  said  Boston  formerly  Charlcstown,  de- 
scribed in  a  deed  from  the  city  of  Charlestown  to 
Samuel  A.  Adams  and  George  H.  Ingalls,  dated 
December  21,  1868,  and  recorded  with  Middlesex 
South  District  Deeds,  Book  1051,  page  .33. 

Report  accepted;  the  order  was  read  once  and 
passed,  yeas  7,  nays  none. 


RESOLUTIONS   ON   RAILWAY   STRIKE. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany in  its  capacity  as  a  public  service  corpora- 
tion created  by  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth 
through  their  representatives  has,  for  its  first  and 
most  important  duty,  the  obligation  of  providing 
proper  and  adequate  transportation  for  the  people 
served  by  its  Hnes; 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  of  Boston,  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company,  created  by  and  the  servant 
of  the  people,  should  submit  to  arbitration  the 
questions  which  have  arisen  between  the  company 
and  the  men  recently  employed  by  it,  both  as  to 
wages  and  hours  and  the  right  to  form  a  union. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  pre- 
amble and  resolution. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  have  a  reso- 
lution on  the  same  subject,  attacking  it  in  a  little 
different  way.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  one 
that  has  been  put  in,  and  shall  vote  in  favor  of  it; 
but  I  wondered  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  it 
would  not  be  better  to  submit  them  both  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  having  it  there  decided 
which  one  we  wanted  to  pass  or  whether  we 
wanted  to  pass  both. 

Coun.  McDonald— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
object  to  having  them  both  submitted  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  public  is  now  undergoing  great 
inconvenience  and  some  danger  in  the  existing 
strike  on  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  strike  is  a  detriment  to  the 
city  as  a  place  in  which  to  conduct  business  and 
to  reside:  and 

Whereas,  The  feeling  engendered  by  the  strike 
may  lead  to  dissatisfaction  in  other  lines  of  industry 
in  this  community; 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  request  that  an  immediate  effort  be  made 
to  settle  the  strike  through  both  sides,  out  of  civic 
pride,  yielding  the  following  points: 

The  employees  to  withdraw  their  request  for 
an  increase  of  wages,  and 

The  Elevated  Railroad  to  withdraw  its  oppo- 
sition to  its  employees  forming  a  union. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LIBRARY,   ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Branch 
Libraries,  submitted  a  report  on  order  (referred 
May  6)  for  appropriation  of  .$25,000  for  library, 
site  and  building,  Roslindale,  recommending  ref- 
erence of  same  to  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees 
for  report. 

Report  accepted;   said  reference  ordered. 


TABLET   IN   MEMORY   OF   COLONEL 
KEAYNE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  City 
Council  request  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  provide 
that  a  bronze  tablet  be  placed  in  the  new  City  Hall 
to  the  memory  of  Col.  Robert  Keayne. 

Passed. 


TUNNEL,  NORTH  AND  SOUTH   STATIONS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  in  favor  of  a 
tunnel  connecting  the  North  Station  with  the 
South  Station,  but  not  running  beyond  either, 
to  be  built  at  the  expense  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  leased  to  the  railroads  for  a  sum  sufficient 
to  meet  interest  charges  and  payments  on  serial 
bond  issues;  the  bonds  issued  to  build  said  tunnel 
not  to  run  more  than  thirty  years. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.37  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  to  take  a  recess  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  Council  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber 
and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President  at 
4.49  o'clock  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — that 
permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Mrs.  Amy  T.  Rawson,  Steinert  Hall,  evening  of 
June  28. 

Catherine  M.  Madison,  Whiton  Hall,  evening 
of  .June  24. 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  various 
locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

William  Read  &  Sons,  107  Washington  street, 
Ward  0. 

Herman  Rosenthal,  360  Washington  street. 
Ward  7. 

Klein  &  Perlstein,  21  Beach  street.  Ward  7. 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  commu- 
nications from  the  Building  Commissioner  (re- 
ferred May  27)  calling  attention  to  delapidated 
buildings  at  2  to  6  Creek  square,  Ward  6,  and  at 
Cabot  and  Windsor  streets.  Ward  18 — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  give 
notice  in  writing  to  the  owners  of  the  dilapidated 
buildings  located,  respectively,  at  Nos.  2,  4,  6 
Creek  square,  Ward  6,  and  at  Cabot  street,  corner 
Windsor  street.  Ward  18,  that  this  Council  will, 
on  Monday,  July  1,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m;,  give  a 
hearing  in  each  case  on  the  question  of  adjudging 
such  buildings  a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood,  or 
dangerous,  at  which  time  any  parties  interested 
may  appear  and  be  heard. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
to-day)  vetoing  order  authorizing  judges  of  the 
Probate  Court  to  employ  a  messenger  at  a  salary 
of  $1,700  per  annum — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
City  Council  the  judges  of  the  Probate  Court  be 
authorized  to  expend  for  salary  of  messenger  for 
said  court  the  sum  of  $1,700  per  annum,  and  for 
uniforms  for  said  messenger  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$100  per  annum,  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk, 
Probate  Court. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  in  favor  of  a 
tunnel  connecting  the  North  Station  and  the  South 
Station — recommending  passage  of  order  in  the 
following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  are  in  favor  of  a  tunnel  connecting  the 
North  Station  with  the  South  Station,  it  being 
understood  that  the  City  Council  expresses  no 
opinion  as  to  passing  any  bill  or  bills  now  pending 
looking  towards  such  legislation. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(0)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  May  20)  transferring  the 
sum  of  $12,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Dorchester,  North  Burial 
Ground,  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  an 
annuity  of  $300  be  paid  to  the  widow  of  Leroy 
James,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department,  who  died 
from  injuries  received  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  on  May  7,  1912 — that  the  same  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  City  Council. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

(8)  Report  on  preamble  and  resolve  (referred 
to-day)  concerning  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  strike — recommending  passage  in  the 
following  new  draft: 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany in  its  capacity  as  a  public  service  corporation 
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created  by  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth 
through  their  representatives  has,  for  its  first  and 
most  important  duty,  the  obligation  of  providing 
proper  and  adequate  transportation  for  the  people 
served  by  its  lines; 

Whereas,  The  present  strike  is  threatening  to 
interfere  with  this  duty; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved.  That,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company,  created  by  and  the 
servants  of  the  people,  should  submit  to  arbitra- 
tion the  questions  which  have  arisen  between  the 
company  and  the  men  recently  employed  by  it, 
both  as  to  the  wage  and  hour  questions  and  the 
right  to  form  a  union;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  that  the  Klevated  Railway  Company 
should  withdraw  its  opposition  to  its  employees 
forming  a  union. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  preambles  and  resolu- 
tions in  the  new  draft. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  note  that 
according  to  the  language  here  we  submit  to 
arbitration  the  question  of  the  right  to  form  a 
union  and  at  the  same  time  go  on  record  as 
saying  that  the  company  should  withdraw  its 
opposition  to  its  employees  forming  a  union. 
Whether  those  two  things  are  antagonistic  I  am 
not  quite  sure.  The  matter  just  came  to  my 
attention  when  it  was  being  read. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  think 
when  the  resolutions  were  amended  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  words  referring  to  the  right  to 
form  a  union  should  be  stricken  out  from  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution,  and  the  other  clause 
added  to  it. 

Coun.  HALE  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
in  the  second  last  line  in  the  first  resolve  the 
word  "both"  and  in  the  last  line  of  the  first 
resolve  the  words  "and  the  right  to  form  a  union," 
so  the  resolve  in  question  would  read,  "Therefore 
be  it  resolved,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston,  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  created  by  and  the  servants  of  the 
people,  should  submit  to  arbitration  the  questions 
which  have  arisen  between  the  company  and  the 
men  recently  employed  by  it  as  to  the  wage  and 
hour  question." 

Coun.  McDonald— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
know  whether  that  would  be  taken  to  mean  that 
the  questions  submitted  to  arbitration  should  be 
only  the  questions  of  wages  and  hours.  The 
principal  thing  to  be  submitted  to  arbitration,  or 
one  of  the  principal  things,  is  the  question  of  the 
right  of  one  of  the  employees  to  form  a  union. 
It  may  be  that  if  we  said  nothing  about  the  fact 
that  the  railway  should  withdraw  its  opposition 
to  the  employees  forming  a  union,  it  would  nullify 
the  entire  sense  of  the  resolution.  My  reason  for 
submitting  the  original  resolution  was  because 
of  the  Elevated  Railroad's  objection  to  having 
the  employees  belong  to  a  labor  organization 
forming  a  union.  If  we  strike  the  words  "and  the 
right  to  form  a  union  "  out,  it  will  practically 
nullify,  I  am  afraid,  the  entire  intent  of  the 
resolutions. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  wants  the  question 
of  their  right  to  form  a  union  submitted  to  arbi- 
tration. 

Coun.  McDonald — ^The  men  are  willing  to 
have  all  questions,  including  that  of  the  right  to 
form  a  union,  submitted  to  arbitration.  They 
told  the  Mayor  so  to-day.  That  is  their  position, 
and  the.v  are  willing  to  accept  the  decision  of  the 
Arbitration  Board  as  final.  If  we  strike  out  those 
words  and  then  say  to  the  Elevated  Railroad  that 
in  our  opinion  they  should  withdraw  their  objec- 
tion to  the  employees  forming  a  union,  and  they 
should  say,  "Well,  we  don't  care  to  withdraw  our 
objection,  but  we  will  submit  the  questions  of 
wages  and  hours  of  employment  to  arbitration," 
that  would  simply  nullify  the  intent  of  the  reso- 
lutions. The  men  have  a  right  to  form  a  union 
and  should  not  be  discharged  because  of  doing  so, 
and  the  public  should  not  be  humiliated  in  the  way 
of  transportation  because  of  the  fact  that  th^se  men 
join  an  organization.  That  is  my  reason  for  put- 
ting in  the  resolution. 

Coun.  KENNY—Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
matter  has  become  somewhat  involved  b.v  reason 
of  the  amendments  and  counter  amendments. 
This  afternoon  we  discussed  the  matter  at  some 
length  in  executive  committee  and  we  at  that  time 
actually  voted  in  favor  of  a  resolution.  Subse- 
quently   that    resolution    was    amended.     I    hold 


in  my  hand  the  resolution  for  which  we  voted 
unanimously  this  afternoon,  and  I  am  going  to 
offer  this  resolution  again  as  a  substitute  for  the 
one  reported.  I  ask  the  Council  to  stand  by  the 
resolution  that  they  voted  for  unanimously  this 
afternoon,   as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany in  its  capacity  as  a  public  service  corporation 
created  by  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth 
through  their  representatives  has,  for  its  first  and 
most  important  duty,  the  obligation  of  providing 
proper  and  adequate  transportation  for  the  people 
served  by  its'lines; 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  of  Boston,  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company,  created  by  and  the  servant  of 
the  people,  should  submit  to  arbitration  the 
questions  which  have  arisen  between  the  company 
and  the  men  recently  employed  by  it,  both  as  to 
wages  and  hours  and  the  right  to  form  a  union. 

I  understand  that  these  resolutions  are  accept- 
able to  the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
who  presented  them  in  the  first  instance.  They 
were  voted  upon  this  afternoon  in  executive  session, 
and  therefore,  in  order  to  clear  the  atmosphere 
and  that  we  may  understand  exactly  what  we  are 
doing,  I  trust  that  we  will  vote  to  adopt  these 
resolutions,  as  we  voted  to  do  earlier  in  committee, 
in  the  form  in  which  I  have  offered  them. 

The  question  came  on  the  substitution  of  Coun. 
Kenny's  resolutions  just  offered  for  those  reported 
by  the  committee. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  the  substitute  resolutions  as 
presented  here.  If  they  prevail,  I  shall  then  offer 
this  other  resolution,  striking  out  everything  from 
the  resolutions  as  reported  by  the  conxmittee 
except  the   last  resolve: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  that  the  Elevated  Railway  Company 
should  withdraw  its  opposition  to  its  employees 
forming  a  union. 

I  shall  offer  this  as  a  separate  resolution  after 
the  passage  of  the  other. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  vote  for  the  substitute  offered  by  Coun.  Kenny, 
which  is  nothing  but  the  original  resolution,  on 
the  same  basis  that  Coun.  Ballantyne  is  going  to 
vote  for  it — namely,  that  it  be  amended  to  include 
the  resolution  in  favor  of  a  union. 

The  substitute  preamble  and  resolution  offered 
by  Coun.  Kennv  was  adopted. 

Coun.    BALLANTYNE    offered   the    following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  that  the  Elevated 
Railway  Company  should  withdraw  its  opposition 
to  its  employees  forming  a  union. 

TThe  question  came  on  the  resolution  offered 
by  Coun.  Ballantvne. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  shall  vote 
for  this  with  great  gladness,  but  I  think  at  the 
same  time  that  we  are  doing  an  injustice  to  the 
Elevated.  W^e  ought  not  to  ask  the  Elevated 
to  withdraw  its  opposition  to  the  union  unless 
the  employees  on  their  part  are  willing  to  with- 
draw some  of  their  contentions  in  the  present 
contest.  I  believe  the  Elevated  should  permit 
the  formation  of  the  union.  I  believe  the  em- 
ployees should  not  ask  for  higher  wages.  The 
resolution  I  suggested  this  afternoon  set  that 
forth  clearly.  But  if  you  cannot  get  a  whole 
loaf,  take  half  a  loaf.  I  am  very  glad  to  vote 
for  the  half  of  the  resolution  suggesting  that  the 
Elevated  withdraw  its  opposition  to  the  union, 
but  I  think  in  justice  that  the  Council  should  at 
the  same  time  suggest  to  the  employees — for 
that  is  all  we  have  the  power  to  do — that  they 
withdraw  their  request  for  higher  pay. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  should 
like  to  know  how  the  whole  thing  reads  now — 
that  is,  just  where  we  are  at  after  the  action  that 
has  been  taken? 

President  .^TTRIDGE— The  Council  has  passed 
the  resolution  as  originally  offered  by  Coun. 
McDonald,  Coun.  Kenn.v  submitting  it  as  a 
substitute  for  the  motion  made  by  Coun.  Hale, 
and  Coun.  Ballantyne  has  now,  in  addition  to 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Council,  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  Coun.  Kenny,  offered  a  resolu- 
tion that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council 
that  the  Elevated  Railway  Company  should 
withdraw  its  opposition  to  its  employees  forming 
a  union. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — That  will  be  a  separate 
resolution  altogether,  then? 

President  ATTRIDGE— A  separate  resolu- 
tion. 
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Coun.  BUCKLEY— Then  I  do  not  wish  to 
take  up  much  time  on  the  proposition.  We  have 
lost  much  time  upon  it  already  this  afternoon. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  matter  which  should 
have  been  easily  settled.  One  thing  overlooked 
in  the  original  resolution  offered  by  Coun. 
McDonald,  which  should  have  covered  the  ques- 
tion, was  this,  that  the  Elevated  Railway  should 
have  conferred  with  the  representatives  of  the 
union  at  finst,  no  matter  whether  they  came  there 
as  emplo.vees  or  as  representatives  from  the  union, 
for  the  reason  that  everything  that  road  gets  it 
receives  from  the  public,  and  it  does  not  pay  a 
very  large  price  for  it.  The  road  should  not  have 
put  the  citizens  or  business  people  of  Boston  in 
the  position  that  it  has.  The  responsibility,  the 
fault,  is  entirely  that  of  the  officials  of  the  Elevated 
Railway  and  not  of  the  employees,  because  the 
road  could  have  averted  the  trouble  if  in  the  first 
instance  it  had  conferred  with  the  employees  or 
with  the  members  of  the  union  who  wished- the 
conference.  In  my  opinion,  because  of  the  privi- 
leges that  the  road  receives  from  the  public,  it 
should  have  conferred  with  the  employees  and 
thereby  have  averted  the  trouble.  It  has  not 
accommodated  the  people  of  Boston  in  the  way 
of  transportation  facilities,  the  purpose  for  which 
it  is  organized,  for  the  last  three  or  four  days, 
and  therefore  it  has  been  derelict  in  its  duty.  I 
think  the  road  certainly  should  take  notice  of 
the  resolutions  passed  b.y  the  City  Council  as 
representing  the  people  of  Boston,  asking  it  to 
arbitrate  with  its  employees  and  see  that  justice 
is  done. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  we  have 
passed  resolutions  asking  to  have  this  entire 
matter  arbitrated.  I  think  those  resolutions 
will  come  with  a  great  deal  of  dignity  and  force 
from  the  Council.  I  don't  think  we  should  in- 
volve our  position  further  by  pa.ssing  further 
resolutions.  For  the  time  being,  let  us  see  what 
effect  the  resolutions  we  have  already  passed  will 
have.  I  believe  the  matter  should  be  allowed 
to  rest  as  it  is.  We  have  pas.sed  resolutions 
asking  that  the  matter  be  arbitrated.  We  under- 
stand that  if  both  parties  approach  the  consider- 
ation of  this  matter  with  the  intention  of  dealing 
justly  and  equitably  by  each  other  they  may  do 
it.  But  the  moment  we  try  to  put  our  hand  in 
further  we  are  destroying  the  force  of  our  resolu- 
tions. I  hope,  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned, 
that  this  matter  will  lie  for  the  time  being  exactly 
where  it  is.  Therefore,  I  move  that  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  member  from  Ward  17  (Coun. 
Ballantyne)  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  Coun.  Ballantyne's  reso- 
lution on  the  table  was  declared  lost.  Coun.  , 
KENNY  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  1, 
nays  8,  Coun.  KENNY  voting  yea. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Coun.  Ballantyne. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  glad 
that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  defeated, 
because  I  think  it  was  made  probably  through  a 
misunderstanding  between  the  two  issues  involved. 
Before  the  Executive  Committee  we  had  first  the 
proposition  to  submit' the  whole  question  to  arbi- 
tration, which  we  unanimously  pas.sed.  We  then 
had  a  resolution  which  suggested  a  compromise 
of  this  present  strike,  the  men  giving  up  their, 
claim  to  increased  wages,  and  the  company  giving 
up  their  claim  that  the  men  ought  not  to  be 
unionized.  I  was  strongly  opposed  to  going  on 
record  in  favor  of  the  first  part  of  that  compromise, 
because  it  involved  a  question  of  fact  which  I  am 
not  familiar  enough  with  the  conditions  to  deter- 
mine, and  which  I  do  not  think  the  other  members 
of  the  Council  are  familiar  enough  with  to  determine 
definitely  now — namely,  whether  the  wages  paid 
by  the  Elevated  to  its  employees,  and  the  hours 
that  the  employees  work,  are  proper.  The  other 
question,  as  to  the  employees  having  a  union,  is 
not  a  question  of  fact  but  one  of  economic  theory. 
I  have  made  up  my  mind  upon  that  and  am  ready 
to  vote  upon  it  to-day.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the 
resolution  introduced  by  the  councilor  from  Ward 
17  will  be  passed. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  my 
object  in  introducing  the  resolution  was  simply  so 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  could  express  their 
opinion  on  this  one  point.  We  have  all  agreed 
that  all  the  questions  at  issue  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  arbitration,  and  in  this  resolution  we  are  simply 
expressing  our  personal  opinion  as  to  the  right  of  the 
men  to  form  a  union.     All  I  wish  to  do  is  to  express 


my  personal  opinion  on  that  matter.  I  believe 
that  the  men  have  a  right  to  organize  as  well  as 
the  corporation. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  discussing 
this  matter.  I  suppose  I  am  more  closely  in  touch 
with  the  situation  than  anybody  here.  I  attended 
the  meeting  of  the  Central  Labor  Union  yesterday 
when  all  these  questions  were  discussed.  The  rail- 
road men  were  willing,  as  I  say,  to  leave  the  question 
of  the  right  to  form  an  organization  to  arbitration. 
Tliey  were  ready  to  submit  any  of  their  differences  to 
an  arbitration  board  consisting  of  one  selected 
by  the  Elevated,  one  by  the  men,  both  of  those  to 
select  the  third,  or  they  were  willing  to  leave  the 
matter  to  the  State  Arbitration  Board  or  to  any 
tribunal,  to  settle  the  differences.  It  is  not  wholly 
a  question  of  the  right  to  form  a  union,  but  that  is 
the  main  issue.  As  the  councilor  who  preceded 
me  said  he  was  satisfied  to  vote  upon  the  matter 
to-day,  so  am  I  satisfied  to  vote  at  this  time  in  favor 
of  giving  the  men  the  right  to  form  an  organiza- 
tion. If  that  were  the  whole  issue  I  would  be  satis- 
fied to  vote  for  it  without  any  other  resolutions, 
but  it  is  not  the  whole  issue.  They  are  willing 
to  submit  all  their  differences  to  arbitration. 
Why  should  not  we,  acting  in  behalf  of  all  the 
people  of  the  city,  ask  the  Elevated  Railroad  to  do 
something? 
Coun.  SMITH— We  have  done  that. 
Coun.  McDonald— We  have  done  that, 
surely;  but  my  reason  for  earlier  opposing  any 
amendment  such  as  was  suggested  to  the  resolu- 
tions as  reported  by  the  committee  was  that  I  did 
not  wish  to  change  the  wording  whereby  we  asked 
the  Elevated  Road  to  withdraw  its  opposition  to 
its  employees  forming  a  union.  I  was  afraid  that 
by  adopting  the  amendment  suggested  we  might 
nullify  what  the  men  wanted  us  to  do — to  submit 
all  their  differences,  including  wages,  hours  and 
the  right  to  organize,  to  arbitration.  The  position 
of  the  men  is  that  if  that  is  done  they  will  stand  by 
the  decision  of  the  Arbitration  Board,  whatever  it 
is.  As  has  been  said  here,  it  is  pretty  nearly  time 
that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railroad  officials,  or  the 
officials  of  any  other  corporation  that  has  valuable 
privileges  from  the  City  of  Boston,  should  allow  the 
men  to  organize,  dealing  with  them  as  a  body  of 
employees  and  sitting  down  and  talking  things 
over  with  them.  Every  other  corporation  does  it, 
every  successful  business  concern  does  it,  and  why 
should  not  the  Boston  Elevated  do  it? 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  offered  a  reso- 
lution early  in  the  afternoon  to  the  effect  that  the 
Elevated  Road  ought  to  recognize  the  union  and 
that  the  employees  of  the  Elevated  Road  ought 
to  give  up  their  request  for  more  pay.  I  still 
believe  that  that  is  the  fair  resolution  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  pass,  that  both  sides  in  this  arbitration  that 
we  are  calling  for  should  be  willing  to  concede  a 
part  of  their  case.  I  think  that  is  the  fair  way  for 
the  Council  to  treat  arbitration.  Nevertheless,  I 
am  willing  to  vote  for  this  resolution,  provided 
mine  is  killed,  although  I  don't  think  it  fair  to  the 
Elevated  Railroad.  I  stand  here  and  say  that  when 
we  ask  them  to  recognize  the  union  and  ask  the 
employees  to  do  nothing  on  their  part,  we  are  not 
entering  into  this  matter  in  the  spirit  of  real  arbi- 
tration. I  believe  the  original  resolution  I  put  in 
was  fairer  to  both  sides,  calling  on  both  to  give  up 
something  that  they  want.  Nevertheless,  as  the 
Council  in  its  wisdom  has  seen  fit  to  kill  that 
resolution,  I  am  very  glad  to  vote  for  the  one 
calling  only  for  a  recognition  of  the  union. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  everybody,  of 
course,  will  concede  the  right  of  the  employees  to 
organize.  I  certainly  do.  My  position  is  simply 
that  I  do  not  think  we  should  involve  the  previous 
resolution,  which  was  a  clean  cut  expression  on  our 
part  asking  both  parties  to  arbitrate.  Rather  than 
be  placed  in  an  improper  light  I  am  going  to  vote 
for  this  resolution,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  better  to  have  let  the  matter  stand  on  the  action 
we  have  already  taken,  that  it  would  make  the 
atmosphere  clearer.  We  have  in  the  resolution  we 
have  alread.v  passed  asked  both  sides  to  come 
together  and  arbitrate.  Of  course,  we  recognize 
the  justice  and  equity  of  allowing  men  to  organize. 
Every  set  of  employees  has  a  right  to  organize  and 
sell  its  labor,  just  the  same  as  merchants  have  a 
right  to  organize  and  sell  their  merchandise.  That 
is  not  the  point  I  am  arguing.  Here  is  a  crisis  now 
pending,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  as  a  body  could 
do  more  for  the  settlement  of  it  by  passing  such 
resolutions  as  we  have  passed  without  these  col- 
lateral   matters.       But,    rather    than    be    placed 
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in  an  improper  light — because  I  do  recognize 
the  right,  fairness  and  justice  of  men  organizing — I 
shall  vote  for  the  resolution  now  before  us. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Coun.  Ballantyne  was 
passed. 


ELEVATED  RAILWAY  STATION,  CHARLES 
STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  The  neighborhood  in  and  around  the 
corner  of  Charles  and  Cambridge  streets  in  the 
City  of  Boston  is  very  inadequately  taken  care  of 
by  street  car  service;  and 

Whereas,  The  corner  of  Charles  and  Cambridge 
streets  is  a  natural  transfer  point  for  persons  com- 
ing to  the  city  and  persons  going  from  the  city ;  and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  has  spent  large 
sums  of  money  to  build  a  bridge  to  carry  elevated 
trains  and  to  beautify  the  Charles  River  Basin; 

Be  it  resolved,  That  it  is  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  have  a  station  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Charles  and  Cambridge  streets  on  said 
elevated  structure,  by  which  the  inhabitants  may 
have  easy  access  to  the  center  of  the  city  and 
to  points  outside  of  the  city,  and  whereby  those 
living   at   a   distance   may   have   ready   access   to 


Charles  street  and  its  vicinity,  and  to  the  beauties 
and  pleasures  of  the  Charles  River  Basin. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  apolo- 
gize to  the  Council  for  not  having  put  this  in  before 
the  recess,  so  that  the  Executive  Committee  could 
consider  the  matter.  I  fully  intended  to  do  so, 
but  it  got  misplaced.  I  hardly  think  that  any 
explanation  is  necessary.  There  is  no  stop  in  the 
Cambridge  subway  between  Park  street  and  Ken- 
dall square,  which  is  in  Cambridge,  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  Massachusetts  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  residents  about  Charles 
and  Cambridge  streets,  greatly  desire  a  station. 
If  there  is  any  objection  to  this  I  am  willing  that 
it  should  go  over  to  another  meeting;  otherwise 
I  would  like  to  press  it  at  this  time,  because  there 
is  a  hearing  before  the  Railroad  Commission  on 
Wednesday  of  this  week. 

The  preambles  and  resolution  were  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  the  Coun- 
cil refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,   on   motion   of   Coun.    KENNY,    at 
5.20  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  24,  at  3  p.  m 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


June  21,  1912. 
ripocial  meeting  of  (he  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Covmcil  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  1.30  o'clock  p.  m., 
for    the    purpose    of    drawing    jiiror.s,    President 
ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair,  and  a  quorum  present. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  July  3,  1S)12: 

Arthur  F.  SohoU,  Ward  23;  William  H.  Howe, 
Ward  24;  Andrew  Whelan,  Ward  23;  John  A. 
Williams,  Ward  17;  Frank  P.  Slattery,  Ward  1.5; 
George  W.  Arminsfon,  Ward  21;  Charles  B. 
Robinson,  Ward  20;  William  T^.  Tuttle.  Ward  2'j; 
John  F.  Barrett,  Ward  26;  Daniel  E.  Adams, 
Ward  16;  Cornelius  Callahan,  Ward  IS;  Edwin  C. 
Foss,  Ward  11;  John  H.  Barry,  Ward  9;  Timothy 


0.  O'Connell,  Ward  10;  John  P.  Shea,  W^ard  23; 
John  H.  Horan,  Ward  5;  Charles  B:  Rose,  Ward  18; 
G.  Philip  Morrill,  Ward  24;  Chauncv  D.  Parker, 
Ward  11;  Charles  J.  Grace,  Ward  20;  John  M. 
McCann,  Ward  25;  Benjamin  Bloom,  Ward  8; 
George  N.  Dunn,  Ward  18;  Malachi  J.  O'Rourke, 
Ward  21;  Roderick  R.  Campbell,  Ward  15; 
Timothy  A.  Hagerty,  Ward  16;  Alexander  F. 
O'Connor,  Ward  10;  Chester  N.Brainard,  Ward  12; 
Joseph  L.  Davidson,  Ward  21;  Edward  J.  Cusack, 
Ward  25;  James  J.  Shea,  Ward  15;  Richard  A. 
Roaeh,  Ward  16;  William  J.  Nason,  Ward  IS; 
John  Francis  O'Brien,  Ward  7;  Richard  I\I. 
Lombard.  Ward  4;  James  W.  Madden,  Ward  26; 
John  V.  Carlson,  Ward  24;  Samuel  Daniels,  Ward 
21;  George  Hazlett,  Ward  18;  Richard  O.  Harding, 
Ward  20;  James  McGovern,  Ward  19;  James  H. 
Gorman,  Ward  21;  George  A.  Le\'y,  Ward  10; 
Patrick  H.  Murphy,  Ward  20;  Hugh  F.  McKenna, 
Ward  15;  James  J.  Cairns,  Ward  16;  Charles  E. 
Jameson,  Ward  3;  Thomas  J.  Marston,  Ward  12; 
Horace  E.  Goodrich,  Ward  25;  George  E.  Claflin, 
Ward  11;  Henr\  W.  Daggett,  Ward  4;  William  I. 
Chisholm,  Ward  5;  Eugene  Bissell,  Ward  20; 
John  L.  Heald,  Ward  16;  Arthur  B.  Sparks, 
Ward  18;  Joseph  F.  Free,  Ward  4;  Edward  J. 
Murphy,  Ward  4;  Bryan  F.  Monaghan,  Ward  S; 
John  Siebert,  Ward  4;  Martin  A.  Coughlin,  Ward 
2;  Charles  H.  Shattuck,  Ward  19;  Frank  C. 
Meier,  Ward  16;  Matthew  C.  Corsick,  Ward  1; 
Patrick  Connors,  Ward  3;  James  H.  Leonard, 
Ward  13;  Forrest  D.  Mason,  Ward  10:  Joseph 
Schwartz,  Ward  18;  William  E.  Rose,  Ward  23. 


Adjourned  at  1.42  p.  m. 


<TRA0^S([ 
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Monday,  June  24,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President    ATTRIDGE    in   the    chair.     Absent— 
Coun.  Hale  and  Smith. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  .  hereby  appoint  the  following-named  persona 
Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1913. 

Not  connected  with  official  positions.  To  file 
bonds: 

William  F.  Reddish  (10  Creighton  street.  Ward 
22),  Dennis  J.  Kelleher  (796  Saratoga  street, 
Ward  1). 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments: 

(1)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

Walter  H.  Cutter  (15  Blanche  street.  Ward  24), 
Michael  M.  Keleher  (17  Spring  street.  Ward  23). 

(2)  The  following-named  person  to  be  Weigher 
of  Beef,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

J.  H.  McLelland  (Montague  street,  Arlington 
Heights,  Mass.). 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


FEES   FOR   PERMITS— VETO. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  return  herewith,  without  my  approval,  an 
.  ordinance  passed  by  your  honorable  body  at  its 
meeting  of  June  3,  1912,  which  prescribes  a  schedule 
of  fees  for  certain  permits  and  licenses  to  be  issued 
by  the  Street  Commissioners.  Section  one  of  this 
ordinance  seems  to  me  wholly  unobjectionable, 
and  section  five,  though  it  draws  some  distinctions, 
the  reason  of  which  is  not  perfectly  clear,  would 
undoubtedly  bring  in  considerable  revenue  to  the 
city.  This,  however,  is  not  true  of  sections  two 
three  and  four.  The  amount  of  revenue  which 
w'ould  be  derived  through  the  collection  of  fees 
under  these  .sections  is  so  inconsiderable  that  the 
ordinance  seems  hardly  worth  while. 

Section  two  prescribes  a  fee  of  one  dollar  for 
coal  holes  under  sidewalks.  It  would  certainly 
appear  that  the  size  of  these  openings  and  the 
frequency  of  their  use  should  be  considered.  If  a 
fee  of  one  dollar  is  large  enough  for  a  great  business 
establishment,  in  which  the  coal  pocket  must  be 
replenished  constantly,  it  is  too  large  for  the  ordi- 
nary household,  in  which  coal  is  purchased  at  infre- 
quent intervals  throughout  the  year. 

The  same  fee  of  one  dollar  is  attached  to  permits 
for  the  construction  and  use  of  vaults  or  areaways 
and  of  marquees.  This  sum  would  scarcely  pay 
the  cost  of  making  out  the  papers  and  recording 
them,  and  I  am  unable  to  understand  the  theory 
upon  which  such  an  absurdly  inadequate  figure 
was  adopted.  If  there  is  any  doubt  about  the 
right  of  the  city  to  attach  a  substantial  fee  for 
these  privileges  it  would  seem  to  be  better  that  the 
objections  should  be  brought  up  in  court  by  prop- 
erty owners  who  feel  themselves  aggrieved  than 
that  the  city  should  abandon  its  case  at  the  out- 


set. If  the  City  Council  has  accepted  the  view 
that  vaults,  areaways  and  marquees  are  included 
in  the  valuation  of  property,  and  that  an  addi- 
tional fee  would  be  in  the  nature  of  double  taxa- 
tion, I  feel  that  it  is  stretching  a  point  against  the 
best  interests  of  the  public.  It  seems  to  me  doubt- 
ful whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  vaults,  areaways 
and  marciuees  when  constructed  do  add  to  the 
valuation  of  buildings,  but,  even  assuming  that 
there  is  double  taxation  in  such  cases,  the  assessors 
might  properly  abate  the  regular  property  tax. 
This  would  leave  the  way  clear  for  a  separate 
specific  fee  to  be  attached  to  these  special  privi- 
leges. Moreover,  under  the  ordinance  as  framed 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  demand  for  marquees  in  the 
downtow'n  district  and  as,  in  my  opinion,  these 
projections  over  the  sidewalk  are  not  altogether 
desirable,  I  believe  the  fees  should  be  sufficiently 
large  to  exercise  a  deterrent  effect. 

I  am  informed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Commission   that  he   is  in   agreement  with   these 
views  and  believes  that  the  ordinance  as  framed 
does  not  carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  statute. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


CONDITION   OF   BACK   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  1.5,  1912. 
I  transmit  herewith  statements  from  tlie  secre- 
tary and  an  inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health,  in 
compliance  with  the  reciuest  contained  in  an  order 
passed  by  your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting 
of  June  3,  1912,  that  the  Board  of  Health  report 
on  the  condition  of  Back  street,  between  Otter 
street  and  Brimmer  street. 

Respectfully, 
John  F,  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  June  14,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  inclosed  order  of 
the  City  Council,  submitted  from  your  office,  the 
Board  of  Health'  directs  me  to  inclose  copies  of 
report  of  Inspector  Smith  on  the  condition  of  Back 
street,  between  Otter  and  Brimmer  streets. 

The    Board    directs    me    to    state    further    that 
owners   of   estates   abutting   on   this   private   way 
have   been   notified   of   the   nuisance  existing    and 
ordered  to  abate  same. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  truly  yours, 

F.  H.  Slack,  Secretary. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  June  11,  1912. 

Back  Street. 

This  is  a  private  way,  in  rear  of  Beacon  street, 
and  bordering  on  the  Charles  river,  extending  from 
Brimmer  street  to  Massachusetts  avenue. 

That  part  from  Brimmer  street  to  Otter  street 
requires  improvement  and  repairs.  At  this  point 
it  is  nineteen  and  one-half  feet  wide,  unpaved, 
and  in  places  there  are  depressions. 

After  rainstorms  water  stagnates  in  the  depres- 
sions, and  deep  and  offensive  mud  covers  the  rest 
of  the  surface,  which,  after  drying,  is  the  cause  of 
the  offensive  dust. 

Grading  and  suitable  surfacing  are  needed. 

The  estates  abutting  are  owned  as  follows: 

69  Brimmer  street,  Nathan  Tufts,  Mary  C. 
Welles,  52  Warren  avenue.. 

71  Brimmer  street,  H.  F  and  E.  E.  Sears,  C.  E. 
Cotting,  Pemberton  Building. 

88  Back  street,  George  A.  Gardner,  22  Congress 
street. 

88i  Back  street,  Mrs.  Isabella  A.  Gardner,  The 
Fenway. 

90  Back  street,  Mrs.  Hattie  P.  Anthony,  113 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

87  Beacon  street,  Alice  M.  Burnham,  premises. 

88  Beacon  street,  John  C.  Palfrey  heirs,  premises. 

89  Beacon  street,  Jane  N.  Grew,  premises. 

90  Beacon  street,  James  Read  heirs,  premises. 

91  Beacon  street,  Sheperd  Brooks,  care  F.  F. 
Roundy,  23  Court  street. 

Charles  J.  Smith, 

Inspector. 
Placed  on  file. 
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RECOMMENDATION  OF  SEWERAGE  LOAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from 
Charles  P.  Marks,  with  comments  by  the  engineers 
of  the  Public  Works  Department.  Mr.  Marks 
points  out  the  need  of  inclosing  Davenport 
D  rook,  in  the  southerly  part  of  Dorchester,  in  a 
suitable  conduit,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  states  that  this  can  only  be  done  when 
the  City  Council  has  provided  the  funds.  The 
loan  order  of  $300,000  for  sewerage  works,  recom- 
mended by  me  at  the  meeting  of  your  honorable 
body  held  May  13,  1912,  has  not  yet  been  passed, 
and  I  wish  to  reiterate  my  opinion  that  action 
should  be  taken  on  this  order  so  that  the  condi- 
tions complained  of  in  Mr.  Marks'  letter,  and 
other  similar  conditions  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  may  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  FitzgebaLd,  Mayor. 

Boston,  June  1,  1912, 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  writer  would  like  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  unsanitary  and  dangerous  condi- 
tion of  the  Davenport  brook  running  under 
Dorchester  avenue  just  south  of  Codman  street, 
through  the  city  yard  at  Codman  street,  under 
Codman  street,  across  a  field  and  under  the 
Shawmut  Branch  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad,  then  through  a  walled  culvert 
to  Carruth  street,  and  again  in  the  open  under 
Frederika  street  to  Adams  street. 

In  several  places  this  brook  has  become  filled 
up  and  causes  a  number  of  pools  of  stagnant 
water.  The  mosquitoes  breed  here  so  rapidly 
that  it  makes  the  neighborhood  very  undesirable 
through  the  summer  months  in  addition  to  the 
dangers  from  malaria  and  typhoid  fever  from 
the  stagnant  water. 

The  writer  and  others  have  called  the  Sewer 
Department's  attention  to  the  conditions  and 
they  have  planned  for  several  years  to  fix  this 
place,  as  thej'  empty  several  surface  drains  into 
this  brook  at  various  places  above  Shenandoah 
street,  but  have  made  no  provisions  to  clear  the 
watercourse  and  it  has  filled  up  so  badly  as  to 
overRow  into  our  cellars  along  Shenandoah  street 
when  we  have  had  heavy  rain. 

Hoping  that  you  may  be  able  to  start  something 
to  improve  conditions,  I  remain. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Charles  P.  Marks. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  Service,  June  11,  1912. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
.    I  return  you  the  letter  of  Charles  P.  Marks  to 
the  Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition of  Davenport  brook.     All  that  he  says  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  brook  is  true.     This 
service   is  well   aware   of  its   condition,   has  plans 
aire  ady  for  building  the  Davenport  brook  conduit 
and  had  included  it  in  the  schedule  of  the  work  to 
be  done  this  year,  but  up  to  the  present  time  the 
City  Council  has  not  provided  adequate  funds. 

I  recommend  that  this  letter  and  my  reply 
should  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  City 
Council  as  this  service  is  ready  to  move  the 
minute  it  has  the  money. 

Respectfully, 
E.  S.  Dorr,  Chief  Engineer. 
Approved. 

F.  A.  McInnes,  Division  Engineer. 
Approved    and    respectfully    referred,    with    in- 
closure,  to  the  honorable  the  Mayor. 

L.  K.  ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF    MARSHFIELD  STREET 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  June  11,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to  an  order 
passed  by  your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of 
May  27,  1912,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 


Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Marshfield  street,  Roxbury,  between 
Cottage  terrace  and  Norfolk  avenue. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department. 
Highway  Division,  .June  5,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Sir. — I  return  herewith  document  numbered 
4D-77,  an  order  of  the  city  government  relative  to 
the  construction  of  Marshfield  street,  in  Roxbury, 
and  would  report  that  this  street  is  on  the  list  to  be 
done  by  the  foreman  of  the  district  this  season. 

There  will  be  some  3.50  feet  of  edgestones,  gutters, 
etc.,  which  will  be  cared  for  as  soon  as  we  can  get 
around  to  that  section  of  Roxbury. 
Yours  respectfuUj-, 
James  H.  Sullivan,  Division  Engineer. 
Respectfully    referred,    with    inclosure,vto    the 
honorable  the  Mayor. 

L.  K.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SLEEPING   QUARTERS   FOR    CREW. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  June  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  the 
order  passed  at  the  meeting  of  your  honorable 
body  held  June  3,  1912,  requesting  a  report  "as 
to  whether  or  not  sleeping  quarters  may  be  ar- 
ranged at  Deer  Island  for  the  crew  of  the  steamer 
"Vigilant." 

Yours  respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgeralo,  Mavor. 


City  of  Boston. 
Penal  Institutions  Department. 

June  13,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.   Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — The  inqlosed  order  of  the  City  Council  is 
respectfully  returned  and  will  report  that  at  the 
present  time  it  does  not  seem  practical  for  this 
department  top  rovide  sleeping  accommoda- 
tions for  the  crew  of  the  steamer  "Vigilant."  We 
a;re  now  overtaxed  with  our  building  accommoda- 
tions for  housing  our  own  employees. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Fred  S.  Gore.  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


OPINIONS  ON  BUILDING  ORDINANCE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  June  12,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  replies  received  from  organ- 
izations from  whom  I  in\-ited  expressions  of  opinion 
on  the  building  ordinance  submitted  by  me  to 
your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting  on  June  6, 
1912.  I  suggest  that  the  modifications  or  amend- 
ments proposed  in  these  letters  be  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  City  Council  and  that  representa- 
tives of  these  organizations  be  invited  to  attend 
such  hearings  as  the  Council  may  give. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Boston,  June  15,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

My  dear  Sir, — Replying  at  more  length  to  your 
communication  of  June  6,  I  beg  to  say  that  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Boston  Society  of 
Architects  is  in  accord  with  the  aim  of  the  ordinance 
establishing  the  department  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  within  the  Building  Department. 
It  believes  in  the  following  minor  modifications: 

First.  That  the  class  of  persons  to  be  certified 
shall  be  clearly  designated  as  "  builder's  foreman," 
for  the  committee  believes  that  it  is  the  man  who 
is  in  direct  control  of  the  work  whose  competency 
should  be  certified. 
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Second.  To  make  tho  exainiiiatioii  abtiohilcly 
effective  it  is  essential  that  tlie  Hoard  of  Examiners 
should  be  thoroughly  qualified ;  the  committee 
therefore  believes  that  the  appointmenis  of  your 
Honor  should  be  designated  as  coming  within 
certain  definite  requirements,  as  follows: 

That  the  examiners  should  bo  men  of  unques- 
tioned ability  and  standing  in  the  occupations  of 
architecture,  or  building,  or  structural  engineering. 
The  coninnttoe  docs  not  believe  that  it  is  either 
essential  or  desirable  that  the  Building  Commis- 
sioner should  be  one  of  the  examiners. 

The  committee  also  believes  that  the  ordinance 
should  make  it  quite  clear  that  the  builder's 
foreman  mentioned  in  the  permit  shall  be  in 
continuous  control  of  the  work. 

Inasmuch  as  the  committee  has  suggested  that 
the  man  certified  under  this  ordinance  shall  be 
a  builder's  foreman  and  not  a  builder,  I  beg  to 
state  the  following  reasons  for  this  action  of  the 
committee.  In  the  .iudgment  of  the  committee 
a  license  to  the  builder  would  not  necessarily 
insure  the  presence  on  the  work  of  a  competent 
foreman,  and  the  committee  believes  that  immedi- 
ate control  of  the  work  itself  is  the  thing  desired. 
It  believes  also  that  under  modern  conditions 
it  is  often  the  case  that  a  man,  or  a  compan.v, 
is  engaged  in  building  operations  whose  competence 
to  carry  on  this  work  does  r>ot  rest  on  his  knowledge 
of  building  operations,  but  upon  his  knowledge  of 
business  principles  and  his  ability  to  select  the 
right  man,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  such  a 
man  should  not  be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  building 
business.  It  is  therefore  the  foreman  and  not  the 
builder  that  the  committee  of  the  Boston  Sociel.v 
of  Architects  believes  should  be  examined  and 
certified.  The  committee  will  be  represented  at 
the  hearing  Friday,  -lime  21.  I  am 
Very  respectfull.v  yours, 

R.  ClipstojN  STunais. 


Boston,  June  10,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  The  committee  of  (his  Exchange 
charged  with  the  consideration  of  proposed  addi- 
tions to  the  building  laws,  and  consisting  of  Samuel 
M.  Child,  Neil  McNeil,  Edward  H.  Eldredge  and 
the  secretary-treasurer,  has  carefully  studied  the 
proposed  ordinance  establishing  the  Board  of 
Examiners  within  the  Building  Department,  cor- 
dially approved  of  the  same  and  subipits  the  fol- 
lowing suggestions  to  strengthen  its  provisions: 

First.  "That  the  Board  of  Examiners  as  pro- 
vided for  in  section  3  should  consist  of  five  instead 
of  three  members,  one  to  be  the  Building  Com- 
missioner, two  to  be  general  building  contractors, 
one  to  be  an  architect  and  one  a  civil  engineer,  all 
of  whom  shall  be  experienced  in  their  respective 
callings. 

An  architect  is  provided  for  the  reason  that  a 
future  building  commissioner  might  not  be  an 
architect  and  a  Board  of  five  is  suggested  in  order 
to  secure  attendance  at  the  numerous  meetings 
that  ma.v  be  required. 

Second.  That  necessary  changes  be  made  in 
section  4  to  cover  a  Board  of  five  instead  of  three, 
and  that  the  following  be  included  in  that  section: 
"  Three  of  the  five  members  of  the  Board  shall 
constitute  a  quorum." 

Third.  That  the  following  new  section  be  added 
after  section  4  and  other  section  numbers  be 
changed: 

"  No  per.son  shall  engage  in  business  as  a  con- 
tractor in  the  alteration,  construction  or  removal 
of  buildings  unless  he  shall  have  first  been  licensed 
as  hereinbefore  provided.  In  the  case  of  a  building 
corporation  at  least  one  officer  and  in  the  case  of  a 
firm  at  least  one  member  shall  be  licensed.  No 
building  contractor  shall  employ  any  superintend- 
ent or  foreman  having  direct  charge  of  said  work 
unless  said  superintendent  and  foreman  shall  have 
been  certified  to  the  Building  Commissioner  as 
hereinbefore  provided." 

Respectfully  yours, 
F.  H.  ViAux, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

Boston,  June  8,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication  of 
the  0th  inst.,  relative  to  the  proposed  ordinance 
for  the  further  preservation  of  life  in  building 
operations  in  the  City  of  Boston,  beg  to  state  that 
in  response  the  directors  of  this  association  held  a 


meeting  to-tlay  and  voted  to  appoint  a  conuuittee 
who  would,  if  you  desire,  confer  with  you  regard- 
ing this  matter. 

The  president  named  as  that  committee  the  fol- 
lowing members:  Messrs.  John  A.  Rooney,  John 
T.  Scully,  John  F.  Griffin,  John  J.  Flynn  and 
William  H.  Keyes. 

A  preliminary  notice  of  a  few  hours,  a  day  any- 
wa.v,  addre.ssed  to  the  association  will  be  sufficient 
to  obtain  their  presence. 

Yours  very  truly. 
The  Contractors  and  Builders  Associa- 
tion OF  TUE  City  of  Boston. 

T.   F.  Harbiqan,  .Secretary. 


Boston,  June  7,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  June  6,  inclosing  copy  of  an  ordinance 
establishing  a  Board  of  Examiners  within  the 
Building  Department  for  the  preservation  of  life 
in  the  construction,  alteration,  removal  and  tear- 
ing down  of  buildings  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

I  have  referred  this  to  the  Committee  on  Munic- 
ipal  and   Metropolitan   Affairs,  with   the    request 
that  they  give  it  their  immediate  attention. 
Very  truly  yours, 
James  A.  McKibb en.  Secretary. 


Boston,  June  7,  1913. 
Hon.  .John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Your  communication    under  date    of    June    6, 
addressed    to   this    association,  was  received    this 
morning. 

I  am  instructed  by  our  president  to  say  that 
this  association  will  be  very  glad  indeed  to  assist 
the  City  Council  in  its  consideration  of  the  pro- 
posed ordinance. 

It  occurs  to  us  that  possibly  the  best  way  for  us 
to  render  assistance  will  be  through  the  commit- 
tee, which  we  had  in  commission  last  year  on  this 
topic,  and  which  submitted  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission its  conclusions  and  suggestions. 

When  the  City  Council  is  ready  for  any  confer- 
.ence,  or  hearings,  we  hope  that  we  may  receive 
notice  to  appear. 

Yours  respectfully, 
William  H.  Saywabd,  Secretary. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


SALE  OF  PAVING  BLOCKS. 
The  following  was  received 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  24,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  requesting  author- 
ity to  sell  to  Coleman  Brothers  about  50,000  old 
paving  blocks  at  $20  per  thousand,  the  proceeds 
to  be  credited  to  the  Public  Works  Department, 
Highway  Division,  and  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order  granting  this  authority. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Highway  Division,  June  19,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Authority  is  respectfully  requested 
to  sell  to  Coleman  Brothers  about  50,000  old  pav- 
ing blocks  at  $20  per  thousand,  the  proceeds  to  be 
credited  to  the  Public  Works  Department,  Highway 
Division,  Paving  Service. 

Respectfully, 
James  H.  Sullivan,  Division  Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  and  herebj'  is  authorized  to  sell  to 
Coleman  Brothers  fifty  thousand  old  paving  blocks 
at  twenty  dollars  (.1f2())  per  thou.sand,  the  proceeds 
of  said  sale  to  bo  cn-ditod  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


WENDELt  PHILLIPS  RIONUMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  18,  1912. 
To  the  Citv  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  May  20, 1912,  the  City  Council 
accepted  a  report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
rejecting  without  prejvidice  a  loan  order  appropri- 
ating $20,000  for  a  monument  to  Wendell  Phillips, 
which  I  had  recommended.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee,  in  presenting  its  report,  stated  that 
"we  are  heartily  in  favor  of  a  monument  to  Wendell 
Phillips  but  we  believe  that  the  city  should  pay 
for  it  directly  out  of  taxes. " 

I  understand  that  the  City  Council  is  read.v  at 
any  time  to  pass  a  tax  order  for  this  purpose  and 
recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  appropriating  the  sum  of  $20,000 
for  Wendell  Phillips  Monument. 

RespectfullJ^ 
John  F.  Fitzgebald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  ($20,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  vmder  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds  for  Wendell  PhilUps 
Monument,  and  that  the  said  amount  be  raised 
by  taxation  upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable 
in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


VACATING    OF   CAVALRY   QUARTERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  12,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  in  which  he 
points  out  that  the  order  to  vacate  the  premises 
at  31  Irvington  street,  previously  used  as  the 
quarters  of  Troop  B,  First  Squadron  of  Cavalry, 
M.  V.  M.,  necessitates  an  expenditure  of  $1,775, 
which  was  not  included  in  the  estimate  submitted 
by  him  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  the  simi  required 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings  Department. 

Respectfull.v, 
John  F.  Fitzgeeald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
■    PubUc  Builclings  Department, 

June  7,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Section  130  of  the  Acts  of  190S 
specifies,  in  part,  that  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Boston  shall  provide  suitable  drill 
halls,  properly  furnished,  etc.,  for  the  militia 
stationed  within  the  city's  limits. 

For  the  past  few  years  the  quarters  of  Troop 
B,  First  Squadron  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  have 
been  located  at  No.  31  Irvington  street,  but  for 
the  reason  that  the  owners  of  the  building,  from 
whom  the  city  leased  the  above  named  quarters, 
found  it  necessary  to  use  tlic  leased  quarters  for 
their  own  use,  the  city  was  notified  to  vacate  the 
said  premises  on  Ma.v  1,  1912.  Fortunately,  I 
was  successful  in  obtaining  new  quarters  on  the 
lower  floor  of  the  adjoining  premises,  which 
lessened  the  expense  of  moving,  fitting  up,  etc. 
The  relocation  of  this  armory  required  an  expendi- 
ture of  about  $1,775  and  for  which  no  provision 
had  been  made  in  the  appropriation  of  this  depart- 
ment for  the  present  financial  year.  In  view  of 
this  fact  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  City 
Council  be  requested  to  appropriate  the  said  sum 
of  seventeen  hundred  sijj'enty-five  (1,775)  dollars, 
the  same  to  be  added  to  the  present  appropria- 
tion of  this  department. 

The  items  of  expenditure  are  as  follows: 

Carpentry $637  70 

Plumbing 219  S5 

Granolithic  work  on  floors,  whitewash- 
ing, etc. 225  00 

Painting 75  00 

Electric  light  wiring,  etc -  171  45 

Sheet  metal  work , '      48  00 

Additional  steam  radiation 300  00 

Teaming,  moving  furniture,  etc 98  00 

Total $1,775  00 

Yours  respectfully, 

M.  J.  Fish, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
201  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
($1,775)  from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MONEY   FOR   WARD    16   PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
under  date  of  June  14,  1912,  together  with  a  report 
from  the  assistant  superintendent,  in  relation  to 
the  condition  of  the  John  Winthrop  Playground. 
These  reports  point  out  that  the  playground  is 
useless  without  a  certain  amount  of  grading  and 
improvement.  The  department  has  a  balance  of 
$3,700  from  the  original  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  the  playground,  but  it  requires  an 
additional  sum  of  about  $8,500  before  the  plaj-- 
ground  will  be  in  condition  for  use.  The  total, 
amounting  to  about  $12,000,  would  provide  for 
grading,  a  retaining  wall,  fences  and  apparatus. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  tax  order,  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $8,500  for  John  Winthrop  Playground,  Improve- 
ments. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

June  14,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Major  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — You  will  remember  that  the  whole 
amount  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  the  John 
Winthrop  Plaj'ground  was  not  expended  in  that 
purchase,  but  there  was  a  slight  balance  left  which 
we  propose  to  turn  to  the  purposes  of  grading.  It 
is  not  enough  to  complete  the  necessary  retaining 
walls,  fences  and  grading. 

The  inclosed  report  from  Mr.  Shea  to  our  com- 
mission explains  in  detail  just  what  it  is  necessary 
to  do,  and  it  makes  clear  that  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  place  the  playground  in  condition  for  use  is 
$8,520.  Will  you,  if  possible,  arrange  that  we 
have  that  amount  with  which  to  complete  the 
construction   of   that   playground? 

The  schoolhouse  playground  immediatel.v 
adjoins  our  playground,  and  the  retaining  wall 
should  be  extended  on  their  property,  and  their 
grading  could  be  done  on  better  terms  probably 
if  it  was  done  in  connection  with  ours.  We  have 
written  the  Schoolhouse  Commission  regarding 
this  subject. 

Yours  ver.v  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Boston,  June  10,  1912. 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Esq., 
Chairman: 

Dear  Sir, — The  lowest  proposal  for  walls  and 
grading  at  John  Winthrop  Playground  on  con- 
tract recentl.v  advertised  is  $7,850,  and  the  amount 
on  hand  available  for  construction  purposes  is 
only  $3,700,  being  the  balance  left  after  the  pur- 
chase of  land. 

This  $3,700  would  just  build  the  retaining  wall, 
but  we  would  not  be  anj'  nearer  the  completion  of 
the  pla.vground.  Even  if  we  had  $7,8.50,  which 
is  necessary  to  pay  for  the  contract,  we  would  still 
require  the  fence  and  apparatus  before  the  play- 
ground could  bo  used. 

The  amount  required  for  these  two  purposes  is 
estimated  by  the  engineer,  as  follo\vS: 

1,210  linear   feet  of   lO-foot  play- 
ground fence  at  $2.50 $3,025 

460  linear  feet  of  guard  fence  at  75c.         345 
And  for  apparatus  about 1,000 

$4,370 

Balance  required  to  complete  the 

proposed  contract $7,850 

3,700 

4,150 
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Showing  amount  required  to  place 
the  playground  in  condition  for 

use $8,520 

Yours  respectfully, 

Jameb  B.  Shea, 
Assistant  Superintendent. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  sum  of  eight  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  ($8, 500)  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated, to  bv.  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Park  Commissioners,  for  John  Wintlirop  PIa>'- 
ground.  Improvements,  and  that  the  said  amount 
bo  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls  and  estates 
taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Keferred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MONEY   FOll   PUBLIC   CELEBRATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  21,  10]  2. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  recommend  the  i)assage  of  the  accomiianying 
tax  order  appropriating  the  sum  of  $5,000  addi- 
tional for  Maj'or,  Pul)lie  Celebrations. 

The  appropriation  for  public  celebrations  this 
year  is  $2,000  less  than  a  year  ago,  the  figures 
being  .1flO,00()  and  .$12,000,  respectively.  Up  to 
June  1  we  had  expended  about  .$4,000  more  than 
at  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  This  in- 
crease is  accoiuited  for  almost  entirely  by  the 
reception  to  President  Taft  on  Evacuation  Day, 
the  expenditures  on  that  day  having  been  $3,782 
more  than  last  year,  There  remained  of  the 
appropriation  on  June  1  only  ,$22,439.74.  This 
must  provide  for  the  expenditures  of  June  17, 
Dorchester  Day,  and  the  Veteran  Firemen's 
Memorial  Day,  all  of  which  have  already  been 
incurred,  and  tho.se  of  Independence  Day,  Labor 
Day  and  Columbus  Day,  which  are  yet  to  come. 

Ther(!  is  a  movement  througliout  the  coiuitry  for 
a  more  dignified  celebration  of  Independence  Day 
and  I  believe  it  is  the  desire  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  that  our  city  should  not  fall  behind  in  a 
worthy  observance  of  the  principal  national  holi- 
day. It  is  obvious,  however,  that  any  observance 
upon  a  grander  scale  involves  increased  expense, 
and  no  matter  how  economically  the  contracts  are 
made  for  the  different  features  the  total  bill  will  be 
proportioned  to  the  general  plan  of  the  celebration. 
The  expenditures  for  July  4  during  the  last  three 
years  were  as  follows:  ' 


1909.. 
1910.. 
1911. . 


$10,521  17 
13,274  05 
9,59G  77 


The  average  for  the  three  years  is  something 
over  $11,000. 

The  director  of  public  celebrations  and  the 
advisory  and  executive  committees  of  citizens, 
which  are  assisting  him,  have  prepared  a  program 
which  preserves  all  of  the  familiar  features  and 
adds  several  novelties.  Among  these  are  an  all 
day  water  carnival  on  the  Charles  River  Basin, 
which  is  to  include  rowing  and  swimming  races,  a 
boat  parade,  fireworks,  a  floating  band  concert, 
illuminations  and  other  attractions;  a  children's 
field  day  at  Franklin  Park,  embracing  a  pageant  of 
patriots,  band  concerts,  free  barge  and  pony  cart 
rides,  merry-go-round,  refreshments  and  other 
entertainments  for  the  children,  and  folk  dancing 
on  the  campus  inside  the  fort  at  Castle  Island.  The 
estimated  cost  of  these  three  features  is  as  follows; 

Charles   River   Basin   carnival     (exclu- 
sive of  features  given  in  former  years),  $l,.50O  00 

Field  day  at  Franklin  Park 9.50  00 

Folk  dancing  at  Castle  Island 2.50  00 

The  town  of  Hy<le  Park  has  expended  in  other 
years  $500  and  Ward  26  expects  the  same  appro- 
priation this  year.  There  is  also  a  demancl  for 
greater  liberality  in  the  district  celebrations.  It 
is  obvious  that  the  appropriation  is  in  no  condition 
at  the  present  time  to  meet  these  demands,  while 
at  the  same  time  I  realize  that  they  are  perfectlj- 
proper  and  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  times. 
Even  if  we  should  spend  no  more  than  was  spent 
in  1911,  which  was  $1,000  less  than  in  1909  and 
nearly  .$4,000  le.ss  than  in  1910,  there  would  be 
very  little  left  for  the  holidays  that  remain. 

I  trust  that  the  City  Council  will  concur  with  me 
in  this  view  and  paS!>  this  order  to-day.  If  this  is 
not  done  it  will  be  necessary  to  change  all  the  plans 


for  the  Fourth  of  July  and  undo  the  excellent 
work  which  has  been  done  by  the  citizens'  com- 
mittee. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
($5,000)  additional  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
for  Mayor,  Public  Celebrations;  and  that  the  said 
amoimt  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     CITY     HOSPITAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  three  comnumications  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Hospital  Trustees, 
dated  May  1,  May  15' and  June  12,  respectively. 
These  letters  renc^w  the  rc^quest  of  the  trustees  for 
an  appropriation  of  $297,000  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  South  Department,  and  urge  three  new 
appropriations  for  the  following  objects: 

Five  thousand  dollars  for  the  establishment  of 
an  orthopedic  department. 

Five  thousand  dollars  for  X-ray  examinations 
in  cases  of  incipient  tuberculosis  and  diseases  of  the 
chest. 

Fourteen  thousand  dollars  to  make  good  deduc- 
tions from  original  estimates. 

The  hospital  has  at  present  no  orthopedic  de- 
partment and  as  the  number  of  cases  is  consider- 
able it  would  seem  that  this  important  branch 
ought  not  to  be  any  longer  neglected.  The  pro- 
posed X-ray  clinic  would,  I  am  convinced,  result 
in  disi'losing  and  arresting  many  incipient  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  as  well  as  other  dangerous  conditions 
of  the  chest.  The  figures  furnished  as  to  the 
increase  in  salaries  and  wages,  due  to  the  constant 
growth  of  the  hospital  population  and  the  higher 
cost  of  food  and  other  necessities,  afford  ample 
reason  for  accepting  the  original  estimate  of  the 
trustees  as  to  the  amount  which  would  be  required 
for  carrying  on  their  work  this  year  and  restoring 
the  $14,000  deducted  from  the  appropriation  for 
current  expenses. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
p.anying  tax  orders,  appropriating,  respectively, 
$5,000  for  an  orthopedic  department,  $5,000  for 
an  X-ray  clinic,  and  $14,000  additional  for  the 
Hospital  Department. 

Respectfully, 
John  F,  Fitzgeralu,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  June   12,   1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzger.ald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  call  your  Honor's  attention 
to  the  importance  of  establishing  an  orthopedic 
department  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  The 
reasons  for  this  were  .set  forth  in  a  communication 
to  your  Honor  under  date  of  May  1,  1912,  a  copy 
of  which  I  inclose.  The  probable  cost  of  such  a 
department  would  be  about  $5,000. 

The  advisability  of  a  department  for  examina- 
tion of  the  chest  by  X-ray  was  also  called  to.  your 
Honor's  attention  in  the  communication  of  May  1, 
a  copy  of  which  I  inclose. 

Your  Honor's  attention  was  called  to  the  impor- 
tance of  an  appropriation  for  enlargement  of  the 
iSouth  Department.  The  reasons  for  tiiis  were 
set  fortii  in  the  communication  of  May  1,  a  copy 
of  which  I  inclose.  It  is  very  important  that  some 
definite  action  should  be  taken  in  regard  to  this 
apj>ropriation  of  $297,000  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  Sovith  Department.  The  trustees  are  very 
anxious  to  have  plans  drawn  and  to  make  pre- 
liminary arrangements  regarding  the  erection  of 
the  new  buildings  at  the  South  Department.  It 
is  important  that  some  of  the  work  should  be  done 
before  commencement  of  winter,  as  during  the  cold 
season  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever  is  very  much  larger  than  during  the 
summer. 

On  May  15,  1912,  a  communication  was  sent  to 
your  Honor  explaining  the  reasons  of  the  increased 
cost  of  maintenance.  The  attention  of  your 
Honor  was  called  to  tlie  fact  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  restore   the  $14,000  taken  from  the 
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original  budget.  Tlie  reasons  for  this  were  set 
forth  in  the  communication  of  May  15,  a  copy  of 
which  is  inclosed. 

It  is  the  object  and  aim  of  the  trustees  to  have 
adequate  accommodations  for  the  care  of  all  infec- 
tious diseases.  It  is  also  very  important  that  an 
orthopedic  department  should  be  established. 
The  necessity  for  such  a  department  cannot  be 
overestimated.  The  necessity  for  a  departm.ent 
for  examination  of  chests  by  means  of  the  X-ray 
has  been  very  carefully  considered  by  the  trustees, 
and  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  department 
should  be  established  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Fully  appreciating  your  great  interest  in  the 
hospital,  the  trustees  feel  that  the  recommendations 
set  forth  in  the  communications  of  May  1  and 
May  15  are  absolutely  essential  for  the  well-being 
of  the  hospital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees. 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  Shtman, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 

Boston,  May  1,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  conference  between  the  trustees 
and  staff  on  March  25,  the  paramount  importance 
of  an  orthopedic  department  was  very  carefully 
considered.  It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the 
staff  that  it  is  very  important  that  there  should 
be  an  orthopedic  department  attached  to  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  Children  suffering  from 
various  deformities  are  now  sent  to  the  Carney 
Hospital  and  also  to  the  Children's  Hospital. 
According  to  the  recent  investigations  of  Dr. 
Galvin,  the  number  of  children  who  require  treat- 
ment for  deformities  is  very  great.  It  would 
seem  as  if  this  work  was  the  legitimate  function 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  In  order  to  thor- 
oughly equip  an  orthopedic  workshop  and  have 
the  necessary  appliances  would  require  an  outlay 
of  about  $5,000.  This  matter  has  been  before  con- 
sidered by  the  trustees,  and  they  are  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  this  department  should  be  established. 

The  trustees  have  been  considering,  after  a 
consultation  with  Dr.  Williams,  who  has  made  a 
careful  investigation  regarding  the  importance 
of  X-ray  examination  of  the  chest,  the  establish- 
menjt  of  a  clinic  with  this  end  in  view.  The 
result  of  Dr.  Williams'  studies  has  been  that  many 
cases  of  aneurysm,  cases  of  enlargement  of  the 
heart,  some  cases  in  a  very  early  stage  of  tubercu- 
losis of  the  lungs,  and  early  attacks  of  inflammation 
of  the  pleura,  can  be  detected  by  means  of  X-ray 
examination.  It  is  not  intended  to  assume  the  care 
of  these  patients,  but  to  refer  them  to  other  physi- 
cians or  surgeons  for  this  treatment;  nor  is  it 
intended  to  duplicate  the  work  of  the  Consump- 
tives' Hospital.  Many  patients  with  the  condi- 
tions in  the  chest  just  described  are  able  to  do  a 
certain  amount  of  work.  It  is  not  convenient 
for  them  to  come  at  the  regular  clinic  hours  in 
hospitals  and  dispensaries.  It  has  therefore  been 
considered  advisable  to  have  a  clinic  in  the  after- 
noon and  evening.  The  trustees  would  therefore 
ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  carrying 
on  this  work.  This  money  would  be  required 
for  paying  expert  physicians  and  their  assistants 
in  this  line  of  work,  for  photographers  and  ths 
purchase  of  plates  or  apparatus,  the  use  of  elec- 
tricity, etc.  It  should  be  understood  that  this 
work  has  been  going  on  at  the  hospital  for  about 
fifteen  years,  and  this  is  intended  to  give  the 
community  a  wider  opportunity  to  profit  by  it. 

I  would  most  respectfully  call  your  Honor's 
attention  to  the  great  importance  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  South  Department,  which  w^iil  require 
an  outlay  of  $297,000.  I  would  also  most  respect- 
fully call  your  Honor's  attention  to  mj-  letters  of 
December  2,  1910,  June  9,  1911,  and  September 
7,  1911,  in  which  the  necessity  of  this  outlay  was 
explicitly  stated.  At  the  conference  on  March 
25,  a  committee  of  the  Adyisory  Staff  of  the  South 
Department  for  infectious  diseases  was  appointed 
to  wait  upon  your  Honor,  and  state  in  detail  the 
necessity  of  money  being  appropriated  for  this 
enlargement.  It  is  important,  as  a  safcgyard  to 
public  health,  that  this  money  should  be  appro- 
priated as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  the  work  on 
the  buildings  should  be  commenced  immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees. 

Very  respectfidly  .vours, 
A.  SnoMAN, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 


Boston,  May  15,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Agreeably  to  our  conversation  in 
reference  to  the  increased  cost  in  the  care  and 
maintenance  of  patients  at  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  the  last  four  months,  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  in  1911,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  as  follows: 

"There  has  been  a  daily  average  increase  of  88 
patients  in  1912,  a  daily  average  increase  of  29 
nurses,  and  a  daily  average  increase  of  40  other 
employees,  making  a  total  increase  of  157  persons, 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1911. 
The  cost  of  provisions,  as  compared  with  previous 
years,  is  very  much  greater.  The  increase  in 
salaries  and  wages  has  been  $5,245.38.  This 
increase  in  expenditures  is  summarized  as  follows: 

Account  subsistence  supplies $13,329  96 

Account  general  supplies 5.411   69 

Account  medical  supplies 2,639  97 

Account  salaries  and  labor 5,245  38 

Total  increase $26,627  00 


The  attention  of  your  Honor  is  called  to  the 
fact  that  $14,000  was  taken  from  the  original 
budget.  This  amount  it  will  be  necessary  to 
restore  to  the  credit  of  the  hospital  for  maintenance, 
for  the  reason  that  the  budget  has  been  made  up 
with  the  utmost  care  based  on  last  year's  values. 
Furthermore,  the  trustees  now  are  confronted 
with  a  condition  of  advancing  prices  in  subsistence, 
salaries  and  labor,  and'unless  the  summer  months 
show  the  expected  decrease  in  the  number  of 
patients,  as  compared  with  the  past  four  months  of 
the  winter  and  spring,  a  further  appropriation  will 
be  necessary  in  order  to  oarry  on  the  hospital  to 
its  full  capacity. 

Notwithstanding  the  high  standard  maintained 
for  the  care  and  welfare  of  the  patients  at  the 
hospital,  it  is  run  most  economically,  as  shown 
on  the  inclosed  comparison  of  twenty-one  of  the 
leading  hospitals  in  America,  of  which  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  is  the  lowest  of  all,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  smaller  ones. 

I  must,  therefore,  respectfully  request  your 
Honor  to  recommend  to  the  honorable  City 
Council  at  their  next  meeting  the  restoration  of 
the  $14,000  asked  for  by  the  trustees  for  main- 
tenance which  has  been  deducted  from  the  annual 
budget  for  the  present  fiscal  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees. 

Respectfully  yours, 

A.  Shuman, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  ($14,000)  additional  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  for  the  Hospital  Department,  and 
that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon 
the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
($.'i,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Hospital 
Trustees  for  an  X-ray  clinic,  and  that  the  said 
amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
($5,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Hospital 
Trustees  for  an  orthopedic  department,  and  that 
the  said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the 
polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPAIRS   ON    "VIGILANT." 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Juno  IS,  1912. 
To  the  City  Co\mcil: 

I  Iransmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Health,  stating  the  need  of  immediate 
repairs  upon  the  steamer  "Vigilant."  A  oom- 
numication  from  the  Finance  Commission,  ad- 
dressed to  your  honorable  body  under  date  of 
May  18,  embraced  two  reports,  one  from  the  con- 
sulting engineer  of  the  commission  and  another 
from    Robert     H.    Eraser,    an    engineer    expert    in 
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marine  problems,  in  which  the  whole  subjeft  of 
the  repUicement  of  the  "Vigilant"  by  a  new  boat 
and  the  remodeling  of  the  present  vessel  was 
carefully  considered.  The  Finance  Commission 
summed  up  its  conclusions  in  the  words:  "It 
would  be  unwise  to  appropriate  $48,000  for  the 
purchase  of  a  new  boat,  as  it  appears  that  the 
'Vigilant'  could  be  rebuilt  and  made  practically 
as  good  as  new  for  an  expenditure  not  in  excess  of 
$13,000." 

I  withdraw,  therefore,  my  order  transferring 
.1-18, 000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  recommended  at 
the  meeting  of  June  28,  1911,  and  substitute 
therefor  the  accompanying  tax  order  appropriating 
.'$i;!,000  for  steamer  "Vigilant,"  repairs,  which 
I  recommend  for  immediate  passage. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  June  18,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — -I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Health 
to  call  to  your  Honor's  attention  the  condition  of 
the  quarantine  steamer  "Vigilant,"  now  in  need  of 
immediate  and  exten.sive  repairs. 

In  the  letter  printed  in  the  City  Record  of  May 
2.5,  1912,  the  consulting  engineer  of  the  Finance 
Commission  advises  that  the  "Vigilant"  should 
be  rebuilt,  and  places  the  approximate  cost  at 
$1.3,000.  He  states  the  time  required  for  this 
work  to  be  between  two  and  three  months,  and 
further  says  that  quarantine  work  could  be  done 
during  this  period  by  the  spare  boat,  the  "  Relief." 

In  relation  to  the  use  of  the  "Relief"  during  this 
period  the  Board  would  state  that  in  the  event  of 
a  repetition  of  the  heavy  work  of  last  summer, 
owing  to  the  presence  of  cholera  in  foreign  ports, 
necessitating  the  transportation  of  any  great  num- 
ber of  passengers,  the  Board  would  be  obliged  to 
procure  the  service  of  a  larger  boat,  and  the  hiring 
of  a  tug  for  any  considerable  portion  of  this  time 
would  be  an  additional  item  of  expense. 

The  Board  respectfully  requests  that  it  may  be 
granted  an  additional  appropriation  of  $13,000 
for  use  in  repairing  the  quarantine  steamer  "Vigi- 
lant." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Very  truly  yours, 

F.  H.  Slack,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  .sum  of  thirteen  thousand 
dollars  (.'BIS.OOO)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  steamer  "Vigilant,"  repairs,  and  that 
said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls 
and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MONEY   FOR   BOSTON   COMMON. 
The  following  was  reciuved: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Offiee  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  am  informed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  that  his  present  contracts  exhaust  the 
appropriation  for  the  renovation  of  the  soil  and 
other  improvements  on  Boston  Common.  The 
work  on  the  ground  in  front  of  the  bandstand  is 
only  partially  completed  and  it  would  seem  that 
this  section  of  the  Common  should  be  prepared  so 
as  to  present  a  reasonably  finished  appearance.  . 
At  present  the  surface  is  uneven  and  soft,  and  it  is 
scarcely  possible  for  an  audience  to  stand  there 
with  any  degree  of  comfort. 

I  recommendi  therefore,  the  immediate  pa.ssage 
of  the  accompanying  order,  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $1,000  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston  Coiri- 
mon  and  Public  Garden,  Irrigation  System,  etc. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzokkald,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  bo 
expended  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund 
and  added  to  th(.'  apj^ropriation  for  Boston  Com- 
mon and  Public  Garden,  Irrigation  System,  etc. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Edward  A.  McDonald,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Chelsea 
street,  Charlestown. 

A.  E.  Marcus,  for  compensation  for  daijnages  at 
358  Meridian  street,  by  a  tip  cart. 

Johanna  Coffey,  to  be  paid  for  a  fence  removed 
on  Newhall  and  Coffey  streets. 

Catherine  McDonough,  for  compen.sation  for 
damage  to  house  at  2G8  East  Ninth  street,  by  an 
oil  sprinkler. 

St.  Botolph  Club,  to  be  reimbursed  amount 
paid  by  it  for  tickets  for  removal  of  waste. 

Abraham  Kepness,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  his  horse  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Norfolk 
avenue,  near  Cottage  street. 

William  Gateley,  for  compensation  for  damages 
by  backing  up  of  sewer  at  95-97  St.  Alphonsus 
street. 

Thomas  J.  McKenna,  for  compensation  for 
expense  incurred  on  account  of  the  stoppage  of 
main  sewer  at  21  Pine  street.  Ward  26. 

Catherine  King,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  premises  on  Dana  street,  formerly  37  Walnut 
street,  Hyde  Park,  by  the  breaking  of  sewer  pipes 
by  employees  of  the  town. 

William-  J.  Williams,  administrator,  to  be  re- 
paid .125,  being  cash  bail  forfeited  by  Patrick  J. 
McNulty. 

Executive. 

Gertrude  E.  Marshal,  for  permit  for  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Faelton 
Hall,  on  evening  of  June  20,  1912. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  various  locations,  viz.: 

George  S.  Saunders  &  Co.,  168  Washington 
street.  Ward  6. 

Maurice  Sonnabend,  401  Columbus  avenue, 
Ward  10. 

Levine  Brothers,  llA  Essex  street,  Ward  7. 

Gilbert  D.  Bugbee,  184  Hanover  .street.  Ward  6. 

G.  Ciullo  &  Brother,  1.30  Salem  street.  Ward  6. 

Victor  Schonfeld,  319  Hanover  street.  Ward  (i. 

Max  Eisenborg,  07  Green  street.  Ward  8. 

Benjamin  F.  Sullivan  et  al.,  for  reduction  in 
rates  of  toll  on  East  Boston  ferry. 

Ebenezer  Bishop  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Win- 
throp  street.  Ward  17. 

M.  M.  Estabrook  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Wren 
street,  between  Rutledge  and  Danville  streets, 
Ward  23. 

Remonstrance  of  .lulien  C.  Haynes  et  al. 
against  the  construction  of  sidewalks  on  Wren 
street. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSE. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  license  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constables'  bonds  of 
Joseph  E.  Allen,  John  J.  Franey,  Lawrence  J. 
Kelly,  Thomas  J.  O'Keefe,  Clayton  Harvey 
Parmelee,  Huntington  Smith. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


STORAGE   OF   OIL,   ETC. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  parties  certifying  that  certain  buildings 
were  used  for  the  storage  of  explosives,  and  of 
intention  to  use  same  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

S.  P.  Blackburn  &  Co.,  287  Atlantic  avenue. 

Helen  McElwain,  390  Beacon  street,  Ward  11. 

(Uiarlcs  F.  Tirrell,  157  Brighton  avenue,  Ward  25. 

Robev-French  (  ompany,  34  Bromfield  street, 
Ward  7. 

Martlia  Spcrber,  51  Charlotte  street,  Dorchester. 

The  Marquette  Company,  21  Hampshire  street, 
Roxbury.  ^ 

F.  L.  Williams,  114  Haven  avenue,  Mattapan. 

George  H.  Wood  Corporation,  431  Medford 
street,  Ward  4. 

Walter  H.  Collins,  51  Tonawanda  street. 

Placed  on  file. 
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STREET  RAILWAY  POLICE. 

Copies  of  notices  were  received  from  the  city  of 
Cambridge  and  city  of  Somerville  of  appointment 
of  John  Hooley  tt  al.,  as  street  railway  police 
officers  for  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  LOCATIONS. 

A  copy  of  order  for  temporary  location  (first 
location)  granted  by  Street  Commissioners  for 
Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company  at  Chelsea 
street,  Charlestown. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  hearing  on  petition  of  We.st  End 
Street  Railway  Company  for  approval  of  388th, 
389th,  390th  and  391st  locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILROAD  POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner of  the  appointment  of  John  J.  Ryan  as  rail-' 
road  police  officer  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company  in 
accordance  with  chapter  4G3  of  the  Acts  of  1906, 
and  acts  in  addition  thereto. 

Placed  on  file. 


HEARINGS  BY  PORT  DIRECTORS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Port  of  Boston  on  hearing  on  petition  of  City  of 
Boston  to  build  bulkhead  at  L  .street,  and  on  peti- 
tion of  James  H.  Stark  to  build  boat  landing  in 
Dorchester  Bay. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESOLUTIONS     CONCERNING     RAILWAY 
STRIKE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Local  103, 
International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers, 
transmitting  resolutions  condemning  the  action 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  in 
refusing    arbitration  in  the  present  difficulty. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK  SCHEDULES. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  of  cost  of  constructing 
sidewalks  with  edgestones  on  both  sides  of  Flint 
street,  between  Norfolk  street  and  Forest  avenue 
station,  Ward  24;  Guilfprd  street.  Ward  25; 
northerly  side  of  Park  street,  between  Anawan 
street  and  Clements  avenue.  Ward  23;  Bushnell 
street,  between  Rowena  street  and  Lombard  street, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  orders,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  fore- 
going schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed 
the  amotints  set  against  their  respective  names, 
as  their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing gravel  sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones  in 
front  of  their  estates  on  said  street,  and  the  same 
is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given  to  the 
parties  as  aforesaid,  viz.: 

Flint  street,  $,581.14  (gravel). 

Guilford  street.  Ward  25,  $472.73  (gravel). 

Park  street,  $489.19  (artificial). 

Bushnell  street,  $401.11  (artificial). 


CLERK  HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  pay  roll  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  cer- 
tifying that  persons  had  been  employed  in  his  office 
from  May  27  to  June  24,  and  that  work  had  been 
performed  to  the  amount  of  $3,520.80. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


SALARY  INCREASE,  PROBATION  OFFICER. 

The  following  was  received: 

Municipal  Court  of  the  West  Roxbury 
District  of  the  City  of  Boston, 

Jamaica  Plain,  June  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass.: 
Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of   section   92   of    chapter  217,   Revised   Laws,   I 
hereby  fix  the  salary  of  Frank  B.  Skelton,  proba- 
tion officer  of  the  above  named  court,  at  the  sum 
of  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)   dollars  per  annum,  to 
date    from  the  first  day  of    January  last,  and  I 
hereby  respectfully  request  the   City  Council  to 
approve  the  same. 

My  reason  for  the  above  action  is  to  put  the 
probation  officer  of  this  court  on  an  equality  with 
the  probation  officers  of  other  courts  in  the  same 
class. 

The  recent  annexation  of  the  town  of  Hyde 
Park  to  the  Cijy  of  Boston  added  15,507  to  the 
population  of  this  judicial  district,  and  advanced 
the  court  into  class  "'D,"  with  a  consequent  increase 
of  salary  to  the  justices  and  clerk.  As  these 
increased  salaries,  by  law,  date  from  the  first  day 
of  January  of  the  present  year,  the  date  when  the 
annexation  took  effect,  and  as  our  probation  officer 
has  had  the  increased  work  since  that  date,  it  seems 
to  me  but  fair  that  his  increase  oi  salary,  if  approved, 
should  also  date  from  the  first  day  of  January  of  the 
present  year. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  Perkins,  Jr., 
Standing  Justice  of  said  Court. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


COMPENSATION   OF   PROBATION 
OFFICERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Municipal  Court  of  the  Citv  of  Boston, 

June  10,  1912. 
Mr.  James  Donovan, 

City  Clerk  of  the  City  of  Bo.ston: 
You  are  herby  notified  that  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Revised  Laws,  chapter  217,  section  92,  as 
amended  by  chapter  479  of  the  laws  of  1910,  the 
compensation  of  Albert  J.  Sargent,  probation 
officer  of  said  court,  is  fixed  by  the  justices  of  said 
court  at  $3,000  per  year. 

That  the  compensation  of  Mary  L.  Brinn,  assist- 
ant female  probation  officer,  is  fixed  by  the  justices 
of  said  court  at  $1,200  per  year.  Each  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  County  Commissioners.  Each 
to  take  effect  upon  the  tenth  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1912. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Fred  C.  Ingalls,  Clerk. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  thirty-seven  news- 
boys, four  bootblacks  and  four  vendor.? — recom- 
mending that  licenses  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


RELEASE   OF   LAND. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  1,  unfin- 
ished business,  viz.: 

1.  Ordered,  Tliat  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  city  for  a  nominal  con- 
sideration and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  to  release  unto  Isabella  A. 
McArdle  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  City 
of  Boston  in  and  to  the  parcel  of  land  on  Park 
street,  in  that  part  of  said  Boston  formerly  Charles- 
town,  described  in  a  deed  from  the  city  of  Charles- 
town  to  Samuel  A.  Adams  and  George  H.  Ingalls, 
dated  December  21,  1868,  and  recorded  with  Mid- 
dlesex South  District  Deeds,  Book  1051,  page  33. 

On  June  10  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  the  final  reading  and 
passage  of  the  order: 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  get  some  information  from  the  chairman  of  the 
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Comniitteo  on  Public  Ijands  in  relation  to  this, — 
just  what,  piece  of  property  it  is  and  just  what  tlie 
matter  was  with  tlie  deed  which  the  city  of  Charles- 
town  gave  to  those  people. 

Coun.  HALI-ANTYNK— Mr.  President,  as  I 
remember  this  case,  it  is  simply  to  clear  a  little 
cloud  on  the  title  on  account  of  a  mistake  tliat  was 
made  in  the  passing  of  two  deeds  and  the  recording 
of  one  previously  to  the  other.  There  is  a  state- 
ment here,  if  the  councilor  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber  would  like  to  have  it  read.  Perhaps  the 
Clerk  will  read  the  communication,  which  will 
explain  itself. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

Whereas,  by  deed  dated  December  21,  18fi8, 
and  reconh^d  with  Middlesex  South  District  Deeds, 
book  U).')l,  page  33,  the  city  of  Charlestown  con- 
veyed to  Samuel  A.  Adams  andGeorge  H.  Ingalls 
a  parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  situated 
on  Park  street,  in  Charlestown,  now  a  part  of  the 
City  of  Boston;  and  by  dfvd  l^earing  the  same  date 
aiici  recorded  as  afioresiiid,  book  1051,  page  76,  said 
Adams  and  Ingalls  conveyed  to  said  city  of  Charles- 
town a  parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon 
which  Included  within  Us  boundaries  what  was 
conveyed  to  them  by  the  deed  first  herein  men- 
tioned; and  whereas.  It  was  the  intention  of  all 
the  said  parties  that  the  said  deed  from  said  city 
should  take  effect  after  the  delivery  to  it  of  said 
deed  from  Adams  and  Ingalls. 

Now,  the  CIt.v  of  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving any  doubt  arising  from  the  foregoing  facta, 
in  consideration  of  one  dollar  to  It  paid  by  Isabella 
A.  McArdle,  claiming  title  to  the  premises  from 
and  under  said  Adams  and  Ingalls,  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowh-dgt^d,  does  hereby 
release  and  (luitclaim  to  said  Isabella  A.  McArdle 
all  the  right,  title  and  Interest  of  said  city  in  and  to 
the  real  estate  described  in  said  (Iced  from  the  city 
of  Charlestown  first  hereinbefore  mentioned,  to 
have  and  to  hold  to  her  and  her  heirs  and  assigns 
to  her  and  their  own  use  and  behoof  forever. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNEread  the  petition  accom- 
panj'ing  the  paper  just  read,  as  follows: 

Boston,  April  15,  1912. 
The  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  Boston: 

IlespectfuUy  represent  the  executors  of  the  estate 
of  George  H.  Ingalls,  deceased,  that  they  have 
agreed  to  convoy  certain  land  on  Park  street, 
Charlestown,  originally  conveyed  by  that  city,  and 
that  there  is  a  cloud  on  the  title,  because  the  deed 
from  that  city  was  recorded  prior  to  the  deed  t» 
the  city. 

Wherefore,  they  ask  that  this  cloud  be  removed 
by  the  City  of  Boston  executing  a  deed  to  their 
guarantee  substantially  as  herewith  submitted. 
By  their  attorney, 

Andrew  J.  B.\it,EY. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  think 
that  explains  the  whole  case  here  very  clearly.        i 

The  order  took  Its  final  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 


ANNUITY   TO   MRS.   JAMES. 

President  ATTHIDGE  called  up  No.  2,  special 
assignment,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
an  annuity  of  .$300,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 107  of  the  Acts  of  18S0,  to  the  widow  of  Leroy 
James,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department,  who 
died  from  injuries  received  while  In  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  on  May  7,  1912.  Any  amounts  paid 
under  the  authority  of  this  order  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Fire  Department,  Pensions. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  rise 
for  Information.  I  should  like  to  ask  how  this 
appears  on  the  calendar  as  a  special  assignment? 

President  ATTRIDGE — It  was  specially  as- 
signed on  motion  nuide  by  Coun.  Kenny,  if  I 
remember  correctly,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council.  It  was  reported  from  the  Executive 
Committee  to  the  Council,  and  was  here  specially 
assigned. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— It  has  been  heard  in 
Executive  Committee? 

President  ATTRIDGE— Yes,  it  has  been  heard 
in  Executive  Committee. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CLOSING   OF   STREETS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Police  Commissioner  be  authorized  to  close  to 


travel  by  vehicles,  except  fire,  police,  mail  and 
hospital  wagons,  any  and  all  streets  and  public 
places  required  for  the  celebration  of  Independence 
Day,  1912,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expenses. 
Passed 


FINANCE. 

Coun,  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Ma.vor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  May  1.3)  for  loan  of 
$10,000  for  vacuum  cleaning  system  and  boiler  at 
Consumptives'  Hospital,  Mattapan — that  the  order 
ought  not  to  pass  without  prejudice. 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report  and 
rejecting  the  order  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  KENNY— On  the  11th  of  March  of  the 
current  year  the  Committee  on  Finance  reported 
a  loan  of  $.')0,000  for  the  con.struction  of  the  build- 
ing in  which  this  vacuum  cleaner  was  to  be  in- 
stalled. The  committee  at  that  time  had  con- 
sidered the  advisability  of  calling  uijon  the  trustees 
•to  submit  plans  and  specifications.  But  we  under- 
stood and  recognized  the  fact  that  it  would 
probably  take  time  and  delay  the  construction  of 
the  building.  So  in  speaking  for  the  report  of 
the  committee  at  that  time,  I  did  so  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"In  this  case  there  seems  to  be  special  urgency 
for  going  :ihead  with  the  work.  We  have  from 
Mr.  McSweeney,  the  chairman  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Board,  assurances  that  the  $.10,000  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  building, 
and  resting  and  rel.ving  wholly  on  those  assurances 
the  Committee  on  Finance  decided  to  report  that 
this  order  ought  to  pass.  But  I  desire  to  call 
public  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  did  so  on  the 
assurance  that  the  cost  of  this  building  should  not 
exceed  $.50,000.  We  do  so,  as  I  think  I  have  al- 
ready stated,  to  meet  the  special  need  and  urgency 
behind  this  proposition." 

I  woidd  like  to  sa.v  now,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  that  we  make  this  report 
without  prejudice,  and  if  it  is  really  essential  that 
this  vacuum  cleaner  shall  be  installed,  we  think, 
imder  the  circumstances,  the  trustees  not  having 
lived  up  to  the  assurance  given  at  that  time,  the 
proml.se  to  the  committee,  this  money  should  come 
out  of  taxes,  that  they  should  be  put  on  their  own 
resources  and  take  it  out  of  maintenance. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected  without  preju- 
dice. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Ma.vor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  May  0)  for  loan  of 
.$200,000  for  construction  of  sewerage  works,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  426  of  the  Acts  of  1897 
and  chapter  204  of  the  Acts  of  1908 — that  the  order- 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  that  loan  order 
from  the  Mayor  has  been  superseded  by  another 
order.  Tiierefore,  the  order  for  $200,000  is  with- 
drawn, as  I  take  it,  by  operation  of  law.  Hence 
the  report  of  the  committee. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred May  13)  for  loan  of  $300,000  for  construc- 
tion of  sewerage  works,  under  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 420  of  the  Acts  of  1897  and  chapter  204  of  the 
Acts  of  1908 — that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass 
without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected  without  preju- 
dice. 

Coun.  KENNY',  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
offered  an  order — That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  42(i  of  the  Acts  of  1897  and  (chapter  204  of 
the  Acts  of  1908  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($100,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  PubUc  Works  for  the  construction  of 
sewerage  worlds,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  Is 
authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  last  year  the 
Council  authorized  loans  for  sewerage  works  to  the 
amount  of  $050,000.  This  year  alread.y  the  Council 
has  authorized  loans  for  sewerage  works  amount- 
ing to  $725,000.  In  that  amount  it  is  true  that 
$175,000  is  for  sewerage  for  the  South  End;  but, 
nevertheless,  we  have  this  year  already  authorized 
loans  to  the  amoimt  of  $725,000  for  sewerage 
work.     Eliminating  the  South  End  construction, 
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(Iirrc  is  alinosl  :is  iiiiioli  ai:)i3r()priato(l  b,\'  loan  this 
>'(\ir  as  last  year  for  st'wcraj^o  worka,  and  wo  are 
mm  adding  this  $100,000,  making  the  sum  appro- 
priated equal  to  what  we  appropriated  last  year, 
exclusive  of  the  South  End  sewerage  works,  which 
I  have  already  mentioned.  Personally,  it  I  fol- 
lowed my  own  inclination  in  the  matter,  I  would 
not  vote  another  dollar  this  year  for  sewerage 
works.  I  am  opposed,  as  I  believe  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Council  are  opposed,  to  the 
borrowing  of  money  for  recurring  annual  expendi- 
tures. In  the  spring  we  had  a  conference  with 
the  Mayor  on  this  matter,  and  we  proposed  to 
him  that  we  would  entertain  a  compromise,  he 
advocating  the  raising  of  this  money  by  a  loan,  and 
we  advocating  the  raising  of  the  money  by  appro- 
priation. It  was  agreed  that  we  would  appropriate 
by  loan  a  sum  equal  to  what  he  would  be  wiUing 
to  appropriate  from  taxes.  Acting  on  that  under- 
standing we  proceeded  and  borrowed  $150,000. 
The  Mayor  assured  us  that  if  he  saw  his  way  clear 
to  match  that  sum  with  a  like  sum  from  taxes  he 
would  do  so.  Later  on  he  notified  us  that  he  could 
not  see  his  way  clear  to  do  it.  So  I  suppose, 
strictly  speaking,  he  was  not  bound  by  the  ar- 
rangement; that  let  him  out.  Nevertheless,  I 
think  the  Council  ought  to  adhere  to  that  policy, 
strictly,  of  making  the  annual  budget  stand  for 
the  current  expenditures  of  the  year  and  the  recur- 
rent expenditures.  In  other  words,  I  think  we 
ought  to  pay  for  the  annually  recurring  expendi- 
tures out  of  taxes.  It  so  happens  that  to-day  the 
Mayor  cannot  come  in  here  and  say  that  we  have 
not  got  the  money  because  to-day  we  have 
$1,0.54,000.  In  other  words,  we  have  the  right 
now  to  appropriate  out  of  taxes  the  sum  of  $1,054,- 

000  not  already  appropriated.  It  is  true  that  the 
additional  appropriations  may  mean  a  slight  in- 
crease in  the  tax  rate,  a  few  cents.  Quite  likely 
that  is  true.  Nevertheless,  the  City  of  Boston 
will  save  money  if  it  meets  these  expenditures 
annually  out  of  the  taxes.  This  year,  for  instance, 
under  the  average  valuation  and  under  the  apprais- 
al, which  we  have  from  the  auditor,  we  are  going 
to  be  called  upon  to  pay  out  about  three  and  one- 
half  million  dollars  interest  on  debt.  The  more 
money  we  borrow,  of  course,  the  larger  the  amount 
of  interest  we  pay  each  year.  That  amount  is 
piling  up  year  by  year.  This  Council  has  already 
gone  on  record  in  favor  of  the  pay-as-you-go 
policy,  as  far  as  we  can.  The  Mayor  understands 
our  position,  and  I  think  we  understand  his.  He 
has  it  open  to  him  to-day  to  appropriate  $1,054,000. 
If  he  needs  more  money  this  year  for  sewers,  let 
him  take  it  out  of  taxes.  I  am  personally  quite 
willing  to  vote  any  fair  and  reasonable  amount  of 
money  for  sewers,  provided  he  takes  it  out  of  taxes. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  agree 
quite  thoroughly  with  what  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  has  said,  that  recurrent  annual  expendi- 
tures, as  well  as  current  annual  expenditures, 
ought  to  come  out  of  the  current  funds,  and  not  out 
of  loans.  It  is  merely  a  choice  of  two  evils  that 
compels  me  to  vote  for  this  order  in  this  form.  I 
am  taking  the  lesser  of  two  evils  —  namely,  taking 
into  consideration  the  need  of  the  suburban  district 
for  sewer  construction.  I  realize  that  it  is  a  lesser 
evil  to  give  them  the  nioney  than  to  leave  them 
without  their  sewers,  and  not  have  money  appro- 
priated for  them.  I  want  to  tell  the  Council  now 
that  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  now  that  I  was  when 

1  filed  m.v  dissent  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  —  that  the  standard  of  expendi- 
tures this  year  is  forcing  upon  us  a  higher  tax  rate. 
Whether  it  comes  this  year,  next  year  or  the  year 
after,  that  is  the  tendency.  We  are  spending  too 
much  money.  ,  We  are  placing  our  standard  of 
public  expenditure  upon  a  basis  not  justified  by 
the  increase  in  income  that  comes  from  increased 
taxes.  The  administration  is  confronted  with 
this  situation,  that  it  has  not  the  money  available 
for  necessary  current  expenditures,  and  a  subter- 
fuge or  means  of  this  sort  will  be  taken  advantage  of 
for  other  purpo,ses  as  well  as  for  sewerage  construc- 
tion. The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in  his 
annual  estimate  stated  that  he  absolutely  required 
$143,000  or  thereabouts,  for  the  repair  of  bridges, 
and  that  $150,000  was  absolutely  required  for  the 
resurfacing  of  the  streets;  and  the  Maj'or  intimated 
to  us  in  a  comniunication  he  .sent  to  us  ii>  March 
that  he  would  send  in  supplementary  budgets  or 
appropriations  covering  those  items.  What  he 
has  done  has  been  to  send  in  to  us  —  and  I  think 
it  is  now  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations —  a  suggested  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  bridges,  and  he  told  us  at  our  last  conference 
that  there  would  be  no  money  available  under  a 


.1;ir).40  tax  rate  for  the  resurfacing  of  streets.  That 
shows  the  situation  pretty  conclu.sively.  We 
could  not  possibly  get  by  this  year  without  a  sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  tax  rate  if  we  had  not  used 
last  year's  surplus  for  current  expenditures.  If 
it  had  not  been  for  this  year's  surplus  of  $850,000 
from  last  year  we  would  have  had  to  increase 
our  tax  rate  this  year  in  order  to  finance  the  city 
during  this  fiscal  year.  I  want  to  make  my  posi- 
tion plain  in  voting  for  this  loan  order.  People 
in  the  suburbs  require  sewers.  A  man  going  on  to 
a  private  street  and  investing  $4,000  or  $5,000  in 
the  construction  of  a  modern  house  has  a  right  to 
insist' that  the  city  come  and  put  a  sewer  in  that 
street ;  and  while  I  agree  with  the  councilor  from 
South  Bo.ston  that  logically  and  as  a  matter  of 
sound  finance  that  money  should  come  from  current 
funds,  still,  if  it  is  not  going  to  come  from  current 
funds,  it  should  be  provided  from  some  source. 
Being  between  the  devil  and  the  deep  blue  sea,  I 
feel  that  we  are  bound  to  support  this  loan  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  first  part 
of  the  year,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston, 
we  started  on  this  policy  of  tr>^ng  to  enforce  as 
rigidly  as  it  could  be  enforced  the  taking  of  money 
from  current  and  recurrent  expenditures  from  the 
tax  levy.  As  a  result,  it  was  agreed  to  appro- 
priate $150,000  by  way  of  loans  for  sewerage  pur- 
poses, the  Mayor  agreeing,  if  he  could,  to  send  in  an 
order  for  a  similar  amount  to  be  appropriated  from 
taxes.  Since  that  time  months  have  elapsed,  we 
are  now  in  the  middle  of  summer,  and,  as  the  coun- 
cilor from  West  Roxbury  has  well  said,  a  great 
many  people  have  constructed  houses  and  expect 
the  city  to  come  forward  and  build  sewers.  Cer- 
tainly the  man  who  has  built  his  house,  from  the 
standpoint  of  sanitation,  should  have  a  sewer  con- 
necting that  house  with  the  main  sewer.  We  have 
adhered  to  the  policy  stated  here  during  the  year, 
and  the  year  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close.  We  are 
now  in  the  middle  of  the  summer.  Although  w'e 
appropriated  by  w'ay  of  loan  $150,000  in  good  faith, 
that  amount  has  not  ^een  matched  from  appro- 
priations by  the  Executive.  After  all.  it  is  with 
the  Mayor  that  all  these  orders  must  originate. 
We  are  now  confronted  with  this  situation,  whether 
we  shall  carrj-  out  our  strict  financial  policy  to  the 
detriment  of  the  health  of  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity who  have  invested  their  mone>^  in  small 
holdings?  It  has  been  said,  and  trul.v,  by  the 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  that  we  ought  to  take 
tjiis  money  from  taxes.  To  that  view  I  subscribe, 
provided  the  tax  rate  can  be  kept  substantially 
where  it  is.  The  question  of  how  much  money 
can  be  raised  from  taxes  without  increasing  the 
tax  rate  is  largely  experimental  and  problematical. 
We  can  tell  more  accurately  what  the  situation  is 
in  about  a  month  or  two  n\onths.  and  if  this  sewer- 
age question  has  not  been  decided  upon  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  health  of  the  community  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  who  are  paying 
the  bills,  we  will  meet  the  question  at  that  time. 
We  are  now  doing  something  for  the  community 
in  passing  this  $100,000  order.  We  trust  that  the 
chief  executive  will,  if  he  can,  send  in  an  appropria- 
tion order,  keeping  the  tax  rate  substantially 
where  it  is.  In  doing  so  he  will  be  acting  in  har- 
mony with  the  spirit  that  caused  the  statute  to 
be  passed  in  1908.     I  trust  that  he  will  do  so. 

"The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 
Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  action. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  May  13)  for  loan  of 
$175,000  for  buildings  at  Long  Island  for  the 
Infirmary  Department — that  the  order  ought  not 
to  pass  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected  without 
prejudice. 

Coun.  KENNY,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
offered  an  order — That  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  ($5,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Infirmary 
Trustees  for  plans  and  specifications  for  new  build- 
ings. Long  Island,  Infirmary  Department,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount.  "  ' 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
that  this  matter  has  had  the  committee's  most 
careful  consideration.  We  have  visited  Long 
Island,  we  have  studied  the  conditions  there,  and 
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we  have,  after  very  mature  reflection,  decided 
that  we  shall  be  prepared  promptly,  expeditiously, 
without  loss  of  time,  to  pass  a  further  loan  order 
of  $170,000  for  the  construction  of  these  buildings 
at  Long  Island.  But  we  have  had  an  instance 
right  here  to-day  in  connection  with  the  Con- 
sumptives' Home  that  leads  us  to  stop  and  think. 
Last  winter  they  gave  us  positive  assurance  that 
$50,000  would  be  all  that  would  be  required  for 
the  construction  of  that  building.  They  came  in 
later  and  asked  for  $10,000.  That  has  been  a 
lesson  to  us.  We  say  that  we  are  quite  ready  to 
go  forward  with  the  construction  of  the  buildings 
on  Long  Island,  but  we  want  first  to  see  the  plans 
and  specifications.  It  is  up  to  the  Executive  De- 
partment. Let  the  trustees  go  forward  and  have 
the  architect  prepare  the  plans  and  specifications, 
and  invite  bids,  and  then  come  before  us  with  the 
amount  they  require,  and  the  Council  will  then 
promptly  and  expeditiously  act,  passing  the  neces- 
sary order. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0.  Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for 
final  action. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  20)  for  loan  of  $1.5,000  for  gym- 
nasium, ward  building.  Ward  S— that  the  order 
ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected  without 
prejudice. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  June  10)  for  loan  of 
$8,000  for  temporary  public  landings — that  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of 
the  committee  I  should  like  to  say  to  the  Council 
that  we  feel  that  the  $8,000  and  the  $15,000  just 
reported  upon  should  both  come  out  of  mainte- 
nance, out  of  taxes,  and  that  just  as  soon  as  the 
Mayor  sends  to  us  appropriation  orders  for  those 
amounts  we  will  very  promptly  meet  with  his 
requirements  in  that  regard. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected  without  preju- 
dice. 


SIDEWALK   ORDERS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  98  Milton  avenue, 
corner  Maxwell  street.  Ward  24,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from 
3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be 
from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artifi- 
cial stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Glen- 
way  street,  between  Bradshaw  and  Brenton 
streets.  Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  the  Bernard  street 
side  of  No.  158-160  Talbot  avenue.  Ward  20,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
1893. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  the  Dakota  street 
side  of  No.  376  Washington  street,  Ward  20,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
1893. 
The  orders  were  passed. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  Jennie  Anderson  and  others,  residents  of 
Kenneth  street,  asking  for  sidewalks  on  said  street. 
In  connection  with  the  petition  Coun,  COULT- 
HURST offered  an  order — That  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk  along 
Kenneth  street,  between  Farrington  and  Beech 
streets,  Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with 


granite     edgestones,     under     the 
chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 
Passed. 


provisions     of 


LEAVE   FOR   VETERANS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
officer  or  board  in  charge  of  any  department  be 
hereby  authorized  to  grant  a  vacation,  without 
loss  of  pay,  to  all  employees  of  the  city  who  are 
veterans  of  the  Spanish  American  War,  such  vaca- 
tion to  be  coextensive  with  the  annual  encampment 
of  1912  of  the  Spanish  American  War  Veterans. 

Passed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.05  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  KENNY,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  President.  -^ 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  4.55  p.  m. 


SALE   OF   PAVING    BLOCKS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  authorized 
to  advertise  for  sale  50,000  old  paving  blocks  at  a 
price  not  less  than  $20  per  thousand. 

Passed. 


LAND  FOR  FORT  AVENUE  PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  about  40,000  feet  of  land  ad- 
joining the  .standpipe  at  High  Fort  Playground, 
Fort  avenue,  Roxbury,  said  land  to  extend  to 
corner  of  Beech  Glen  street  and  Fort  avenue. 

Passed. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Gertrude  E.  Marshal 
(referred  to-day)  for  permit  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Faelton  Hall, 
on  evening  of  June  20,  1912 — that  permit  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  for  permits  (severally 
referred  to-day)  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
various  locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

George  S.  Saunders  &  Co.,  168  Washington 
street.  Ward  6. 

Maurice  Sonnabend,  401  Columbus  avenue. 
Ward  10. 

Levine  Brothers,  llA  Essex  street.  Ward  7. 

Gilbert  D.  Bugbee,  184  Hanover  street.  Ward  0. 

G.  Ciullo  &  Brother,  130  Salem  street.  Ward  0. 

Victor  Schonfeld,  319  Hanover  street.  Ward  6. 

Max  Eisenberg,  67  Green  street.  Ward  8. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted 
on  usual  conditions. 

(3)  Reports  on  petitions  for  sidewalks  at  various 
locations — recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make 
sidewalks  along  the  hereinafter  named  streets, 
said  sidewalks  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  viz.: 

Isaac  Arkin  et  al.  (referred  May  13),  both  sides 
of  Fowler  street,  between  Glenway  and  McLellan 
streets.  Ward  20. 

Bertha  D.  Kroog  et  al.  (referred  May  27),  both 
sides  of  McLellan  street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  Bradshaw  street.  Ward  20. 

Rose  A.  McLaughlin  et  al.  (referred  May  27), 
both  sides  of  Westerly  street,  between  Centre  and 
Sunnyside  streets,  Ward  22,  and  on  the  Sunnyside 
street  side  of  11  Westerly  street.  Ward  22. 

Reports  severally  accepted;    orders  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion    and    order     (referred     to-day)     transferring 
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$1,775  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings  Department — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  orders  that  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  appro- 
priated for  an  Orthopedic  Department,  City 
Hospital;  order  that  $5,000  be  appropriated  for 
an  X-ray  clinic  at  City  Hospital;  order  that 
814,000  additional  be  appropriated  for  the  Hospital 
Department,  said  amounts  to  be  raised  by  taxation 
upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of 
Boston — that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    orders  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  that  $13,000  be 
appropriated  to  be  expended  on  the  steamer 
"Vigilant"  for  repairs — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  that  $20,000  be  appropriated  for 
Wendell  Phillips  monument — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  appropriating  $5,000  for  Mayor, 
Public  Celebrations — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  May  6)  appropriating 
$100,000  for  bridge  repairs — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeias  7,  nays  0. 


(10)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  be  authorized  to  sell  to 
Coleman  Brothers  50,000  old  paving  blocks  at 
$20  per  thousand — that  the  order  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  pay  roll  of 
Registrar  of  Deeds  (referred  to-day)  for  payment 
for  work  done  in  said  ofEc'e  to  the  amount  of 
$3,520.80 — approving  of  the  same. 

Report  accepted;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business,  hoping  that  the  same  would 
not  prevail.    Lost. 


Adjourned,  at  5.03  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  8,  at  three 
o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Moiidiiy,  July  S,  1012. 
Uogular  meeting  of  the  C'ily  Council,  liclil  in  tlie 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  thice  o'docU  p.  m., 
President    ATTIUDGE    in    the    chair.     Absent — 
Couu.  Hale. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

The  foUowins  appointments  were  submitted  by 
the  Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City 
Council,  viz.: 

(1)  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal,  for  the  term  ending  April  150,  1913: 

H(mjaniin  Youngmap  (24  Rockland  street, 
Ward  21);  Arnold  B.  Crosby  (151  Brooks  street, 
Ward  1);  Helen  M.  Hoag  (58  Northampton  street. 
Ward  12);  Daniel  J.  Crowley  (135  Hudson  street, 
Ward  7). 

(2)  The  following-named  person  to  be  a  Meas- 
urer of  Wood  and  Bark,  for  the  term  ending  April 
30,1013: 

.Arnold  B.  Crosby  (151  Brooks  street,  Ward  1). 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  8,  1912. 
To  , the  Cit.v  Council: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  031 
of  the  Acts  of  1910,  I  hereby  appoint,  subject  to 
your  approval,  James  R.  Murphy  (045  Beacon 
street.  Ward  11)  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal 
for  the  term  ending  July  31,  1917. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


NOTICE   OF   APPOINTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  5,  1012. 
To  (he  City  Council: 

Vou  are  hereby  notified  that  I  have  this  day 
appointed  Richard  F.  Field  (58  Townsend  street, 
\Vard  21)  a  director  of  the  Collateral  Loan  Com- 
pany, under  chapter  11  of  the  Acts  of  1870,  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  1013. 

Respectfull.y, 
John  F.  Fitzuerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


FENCING    OF  A«HMONT   PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

Cit.v  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  8,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  inclose  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
in  which  he  recjuests  an  appropriation  of  $1,000 
for  the  purpose  of  fencing  the  children's  corner 
at  the  Ashmont  Playground.  Serious  complaints 
have  been  made  by  residents  of  this  vicinity  of 
disordi^rs  In  the  early  evening.  The  di.sturbers 
congregate  about  the  apparatus,  which  is  now 
accessible  from  one  side  of  the  lot.  If  this  por- 
tion of  the  playground  could  be  fenced  in  and 
locked  at  night  it  is  believed  the  inducements  to 
congregate  at  this  point  would  be  removed.  As 
the  improvement  is  a  desirable  one;  I  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  tax  order  appro- 
priating $1,000  for  Ashmonl  Playground,  Improve- 
ments. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  FiTzamiALU,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

June  14,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — You  will  remember  that  there  have 
been   complaints   about  noise   and  loafers   at   the 
Ashmont  Playground. 

Attached  hereto  please  find  report  on  this 
matter  by  Assistant  Superintendent  Shea,  which 
explains  the  troubles  witli  the  merry-go-rounds. 
You  will  recall  perhaps  that  at  one  time  you 
urged  us  to  have  the  merry-go-rounds  open  during 
the  evenings,  etc.,  but  the  recent  comijlaints 
explain  the  diflficulty  that  attends  having  them 
open  all  the  time.  The  fence  proposed  at  Ash- 
mont Pla.vground  will  enable  us  to  keep  the 
children's  corner  and  the  merry-go-rounds  open  or 
shut  as  may  be  desired,  but  it  costs  $1,000.  Can 
you  let  us  have  the  mone.v  to  build  tliis? 
Yours  very  truly, 

Robert  S.  I'eabody, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  for  Ashmont  Playground,  Improve- 
rrients,  and  that  said  amount  be  raised  b.v  taxa- 
tion upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BUILDING   FOR   DRUG   FIENDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  3,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  inclose  herewith  a  communication  froin  the 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  conforming  to  a 
request  from  your  honorable  body,  that  he  fur- 
nish an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a 
now  building  at  Deer  Island,  capable  of  accommo- 
dating fifty  persons,  the  same  to  be  used  for  drug 
fiends.  The  estimate  of  the  commissioner  is  that 
such  a  building  would  cost  $50,000. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Penal  Institutions  Department, 
July  2,  1912. 
The  Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — in  answer  to  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  on  May  20,  1912,  I  respectfully  submit 
herewith  blueprints  of  proposed  building  to  be 
used  for  drug  fiends  at  Deer  Island,  containing  in 
total  sixty  (60)  soimd-proof  cells,  with  separate 
bathing  accommodations  for  each  set  of  ten.  It 
is  ])ropo.sed  to  construct  this  building  of  water- 
proofed steel  bar  reinforced  rock  concrete  of 
extra  thickness  and  .strength  to  resist  po.ssible 
escape,  using  tool-proof  steel  bars  throughout  for 
the  same  reason.  The  roof  to  be  covered  with 
gray  asbestos  shingles. 

The  approximate  cost  of  said  building  will   be 
fifty  thousand  (50,000)  dollars.^ 
Yours  respectfully, 

Fred  S.  Gore,  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PLANS  FOR  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  8,  1012. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  letters  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  under  date  of 
June  24  and  July  2,  requesting  that  funds  be  pro- 
vided for  carrying  out  certain  plans  prepared  by 
Mr.  Arthur  A.  Shurtleff  for  a  new  treatment  of 
Commor)wealth  avenue,  between  Massachusetts 
avenue  and  Kenmore  street,  and  of  the  portion  of 
the  Fenway  between  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
the  Charles  River  Basin.  An  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  one  portion  of  this  improvement  is  included  in 
the  correspondence.  These  plans  are  of  great 
interest  and  might  conceivably  seem  to  the  City 
Council  to  be  proper  subjects  for  a  loan  appro- 
Ijriation. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

June  24,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  remember  that  where 
Muddy  river  enters  from  the  Fens  into  the  Charles 
River  Basin  there  are  tide  gates  which  are  no 
longer  needed.  This  neighborhood  has  long  been 
in  an  unfinished  condition  owing  to  uncertainties 
as  to  the  course  which  the  Riverbank  subway 
might  take.  As  the  route  of  the  tunnel  has  now 
been  settled,  and  as  this  whole  neighborhood  is  in 
disorder  now  because  of  the  progress  of  the  tunnel, 
it  has  seemed  to  the  Park  Commission  an  opportune 
time  to  study  what  might  be  done  with  this  outlet 
of  water  into  the  basin  and  with  the  extension  of 
Back  street.  Incidentally  and  as  part  of  the  same 
sub,iect  we  have  studied  the  plan  of  Commonwealth 
avenue,  between  Massachusetts  avenue  and 
Charlesgate. 

You  will  remember  that  some  years  ago  peti- 
tions were  presented  aslcing  that  the  curved  road 
be  done  away  with  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Massachusetts  avenue  and  the  three  roads. 
The  curves  were  done  away  with  on  the  western 
portion  of  this  roadway  but  were  left  on  the  eastern 
portion,  between  Massachusetts  avenue  and  the 
Fens  waterway.  On  each  side  of  the  waterway 
one  of  the  roads  ends  abruptly  against  the  water- 
way. The  condition  is  neither  convenient  nor 
handsome  and  offers  much  danger  to  traffic.  The 
Park  Commission  send  you  herewith  a  plan  show- 
ing the  changes  which  we  should  like  to  make.  As 
opportunitjf  offers  from  time  to  time  we  hope  that 
you  will  be  able  to  furnish  us  with  authority  and 
money  so  that  we  may  finally  carry  out  the  whole 
scheme.  Meanwhile  we  are  having  one  cove  in  the 
waterway  filled  with  earth  from  the  subway  so  as 
to  make  the  broadening  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  bridge  more  easy  and 
inviting. 

Will  you  kindly  give  this  plan  your  attention 
and  help  us  to  carry  it  into  execution,  if  it  meets 
with  your  approval? 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

July  2,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  letter  recently  sent 
you  with  plan  of  modifications  for  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  the  entrance  of  Muddy  river  to  the 
Charles  River  Basin,  may  I  add  that  our  engineer, 
Mr.  Putnam,  has  made  an  estimate  for  so  much  of 
the  work  as  relates  to  Commonwealth  avenue  near 
the  Charlesgate.     He  has  not  included  such  of  the 
work  as  regards  the  entrance  of  Muddy  river  into 
the  basin,  but  the  Commonwealth   avenue  work, 
including  the  bridge,  he  estimates  to  cost  $79,735. 
Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MONEY  FOR  ORIENT  HEIGHTS 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  July  S,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  am  informed  that  the  contractor  who  is  at 
work  filling  in  the  Orient  Heights  Pla.vground 
must  stop  work  to-day  unless  an  additional  appro- 
priation is  made.  The  people  of  this  section  have 
waited  a  long  time  for  the  playground  accommoda- 
tions which  were  promised  them  and  to  wjiich  they 
are  entitled,  and  I  belie\'e  any  delay  at  this  time 
would  be  unfortunate.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
sura  of  .155,000  would  suffice  to  carr.v  on  a  portion 
of  the  worlv  and  I  reconimend  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order  transferring  this 
sum  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

July  8,  1912.     - 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The   amount   we   have   in   hand   for 
filling  the  Orient  Heights  Playground  is  exhausted 
and  the  contractor  will  have  to  stop  work  to-day 
unless  additional  money  is  provided. 

If  it  is  possible  to  appropriate  additional  money 
for  this  purpose  we  would  favor  continuing  work 
under  the  contract.  The  sum  of  $5,000  will  enable 
us  to  straighten  the  water  front  and  widen  the 
playground  on  its  narrow  end. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sura  of  five 
thousand  dollars  (S5,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Playground,  Orient 
Heights. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Robert  P.  Johnson,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

Clara  Sexton  Crowley,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  at  corner  Dartmouth 
street  and  Huntington  avenue. 

Jeremiah  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  No.  27  Dickens  street  by  overflow 
of  sewer. 

Annie  W.  Morrison,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries from  a  fall  on  Ruggles  street. 

E.  M.  Regan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  59-61  Edwin  street  in  spraying  adjoining 
premises. 

Simon  Vorenberg,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  auto  by  cart  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Harriet  Frances  Jones,  for  compensation  for 
damage  by  stopping  up  of  drain. 

Peter  Mclntyre,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

Joanna  McNamara,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  paint  on  settees  at  Eaton  square. 

New  England  Towel  Suppl.v  Company,  for 
compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  caused  by 
alleged  defect  in  Sears  street. 

Margaret  H.  Kelleher,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  by  oil  from  street  sprinkler. 

County  Accounts. 

The  Medical  Examiners  of  Suffolk  County,  for 
the  acceptance  of  chapter  631,  Acts  of  1912. 

Communication  from  justice  of  the  East  Boston 
District  Court  establishing  the  salary  of  the  con- 
stable of  said  court. 

Ordinances. 
Otto  C.  Scales,  for  a  hearing  relative  to  proposed 
consolidation  of  departments. 

Executive. 

Mothers'  Protective  Association,  for  a  hearing 
relative  to  high  cost  of  living. 

George  E.  Heath  and  very  man.v  others,  for 
continuance  of  Southampton  street  to  Strandway. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  various  places,  viz. : 

Hyman  Levine,   14S  Merrimac  street.  Ward  8. 

Louis  Kabatchnick,  150  Main  street.  Ward  5. 

M.  B.  Bloom,  331  Hanover  street.  Ward  6. 

Samuel  Fredberg,  172  Merrimac  street,  Ward  S. 

Hyde  Park  Loan  Company,  49  Fairmount 
avenue.  Ward  26. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSE. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  license  granted  b.v  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


HEALTH    INSPECTORS. 

Notice  was  received  bj'  the  Cit.\'  Clerk  of  the 
.appointment  bj-  the  Health  Department  of  Robert 
E.  D.ver  and  others  as  inspectors. 

Placed  on  file. 


JULY    8,    1912. 
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PRESERVATION    OF   COMMON. 

A  copy  of  preambles  and  resolves  was  received 
from  the  Society  for  Preservation  of  New  England 
Antiquities,  relative  to  the  use  of  Boston  Common 
for  pumping  station  site. 

Placed  on  file. 


MILITIA   ENROLLMENT. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
Board  of  Assessors  that  121,114  persons  in  the 
City  of  Boston  were  liable  to  enrollment  in  the 
militia,  under  section  8  of  chapter  G04  of  the  Acts 
of  1908. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Railroad  Com- 
mis.sioners  of  hearings  on  .luly  9  at  10.30  o'elock 
a.  m.  on  petitions  of  West  End  Street  Railway 
Qorapaiiy  for  approval  of  .392d  to  3!)7th  locations, 
inclusive. 

Placed  on  file. 


CON.STABLE'S    BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Dennis  .1.  Kelleher. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


ALTERATION  OF  LOCATIONS,  ETC. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  giving  the  West  End  Street  Rail- 
wa.v  Company  right  to  relocate,  viz.: 

392d  location,  relocation  of  tracks  on  Massa- 
chusetts avenue,  between  Beacon  street  and 
Harvard  Bridge. 

393d  location,  relocation  of  tracks  on  Humboldt 
avenue  and  Seaver  streets. 

394th  location,  relocation  of  tracks  on  Beacon 
street,  Brighton. 

395th  location,  relocation  of  tracks  on  Washing- 
ton street,  Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury. 

.39Gth  location,  relocation  of  tracks  on  Columbia 
road,  Dudley  and  Stoughton  streets. 

397th  location,  relocation  of  tracks  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue  and  Gibson  streets. 

398th  location,  relocation  of  tracks  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue. 

399th  location,  relocation  of  tracks  on  Meridian 
Street  Bridge. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Mayor  of  William  G.  Cadigan  as  Sinking  Funds 
Commissioner,  a  certified  copy  of  same  having 
been  sent  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  following-named 
parties  of  occupancy  of  the  hereinafter  named 
premises  for  the  storage  of  explosives,  and  of  inten- 
tion to  use  same  locations  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

Charles  F.  Withington,  35  Ba.v  State  road. 

Simeon  .1.  Chadwick,  612  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Frank  J.  Gethro,  Marine  Park  Boat  Landing. 

Dahlquist  Manufacturing  Company,  36-40 
West  Third  street. 

Kirkwood  Brothers,  23  Elm  street.  Ward  6. 

American  Garage  &  Auto  Company,  22-26 
Chardon  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


COMMUNICATION     CONCERNING     RAIL- 
WAY   STRIKE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  George  F. 
A.  McDougall  relative  to  strike  on  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  forty-two  news- 
boys, three  bootblacks  and  six  vendors,  recom- 
mending that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 


HEARINGS   AT   THREE   O'CLOCK. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  Nos.  1  and  2, 
viz.: 

On  the  question  of  adjudging  certain  dilapidated 
buildings  to  be  nuisances,  said  buildings  being 
located  as  follows: 

1.  2,  4  and  6  Creek  square.  Ward  6. 

2.  Cabot  street,  corner  Windsor  .street.  Ward 
18. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  Nos.  3  and  4, 
unfinished   business,   viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  24,  viz.: 

3.  William  F.  Reddish  and  Dennis  J.  Kelleher 
to  be  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

4.  Walter  II.  Cutter  and  Michael  M.  Keleher 
to  be  Weighers  of  Coal,  and  J.  H.  McLelland  to  be 
a  Weigher  of  Beef. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— ^Coun.  Kenny  and  McDonald.  Whole  number 
of  votes  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


LOAN   FOR   SEWERAGE   WORKS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  5,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  420  of  the  Acts  of  1897  and  chapter  204  of 
the  Acts  of  1908  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou.sand 
dollars  ($100,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  for  the  construction  of 
sewerage  works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  issue  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  June  24  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  final 
reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  has  gone 
through  one  reading,  so  it  is  useless  to  oppose  it. 
I  would  simply  like  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  there 
ought  to  be  more  money  spent  for  sewers  than 
this  loan  order  calls  for.  It  being  too  late  to  take 
any  other  action,  however,  I  shall  simply  vote  for 
at  least  $100,000. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
say  just  a  word  about  this  order  in  connection  with 
the  remarks  just  made  by  my  friend  on  the  left. 
I  would  like  to  ask  him  if  he  did  not  already  him- 
self propose  and  agree  to  vote  for  this  $100,000? 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  want  to 
leave-the  thing  hanging  in  the  air.  Since  the  direct 
ciuestion  has  been  asked,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  a 
direct  answer.     I  never  agreed  to  this. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


NEW  BUILDING,  LONG  ISLAND. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  6,  viz.: 

(i.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  ($5,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Infirmarj' 
Trustees  for  plans  and  specifications  for  new  build- 
ing. Long  Island,  Infirmary  Department,  and  that 
to  meet  .said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  i.ssue  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  June  24  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once  and 
pa.ssed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


The  question  came  on  the  second  and  final  read- 
ing and  passage  of  the  order. 

Conn.  SAIITH — iS'Ir.  President,  this  order  em- 
bodies a  principle  of  which  I  am  hearlily  in  favor, 
nan)elj',  of  having  definite,  spocific  plans  made 
before  we  undertake  any  municipal  improvements. 
At  the  same  time  it  provides  that  the  money  for 
these  plans  shall  be  raised  by  bonds.  That  part 
of  it  I  entirely  and  absolutely  disagree  with.  I  do 
not  see  why  a  small  sum  like  .$5,000  cannot  come 
out  of  appropriations  for  these  plans.  The  plans 
ma>'  not  be  satisfactory.  They  maj'  show  that  it 
will  cost  too  much  for  the  city  to  undertake  these 
developments,  and  they  may  have  to  be  discarded, 
in  which  case  you  have  raised  $.5,000  by  bonds, 
and  have  absolutely  nothing  to  show  for  your 
money, — not  even  as  much  as  was  the  case  in  South 
Boston,  a  case  that  came  to  light  last  year,  where, 
I  think,  they  wasted  $15,000  in  making  a  slight 
hole  in  the  groimd  on  the  Strandwaj',  and  then  had 
to  abandon  the  site.  I  do  not  want  to  slip  into 
anything  of  that  sort.  We  have  got  to  build  on 
Long  Island  such  a  building  as  this  order  refers  to, 
but  we  have  not  got  to  do  it  according  to  the  plans 
that  this  $5,000  would  provide.  I  heartily  in- 
dorse having  plans  in  advance  of  any  expenditure 
of  money  by  the  city,  but  I  do  hope  that  the  city 
will  not  issue  bonds  to  pay  for  these  plans.  I 
shall  vote  against  it  because  I  think  the  $5,000 
should  come  from  appropriations.  There  has 
been  a  good  deal  said  here  this  year  and  last  about 
permanent  improvements  coming  from  taxes. 
There  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion  about  that, 
but  I  thought  this  Council  were  of  one  mind,  that 
no  loan  should  be  contracted  by  this  city  for  any- 
thing except  an  absolutely  permanent  improve- 
ment. It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  paper  plans 
that  may  or  may  not  be  acceptable  are  a  perma- 
nent improvement  to  the  city.  A  while  ago  we 
objected  to  the  Wendell  Phillips  statue  being 
built  from  loan,  and  I  believe  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  properly  objected  to  that 
statue  coming  from  loan.  It  was  a  clo.se  question, 
however.  It  certainly  would  be  much  better  to 
have  a  statue  come  from  loan  than  to  have  paper 
plans  come  from  a  loan.  I  think,  also,  we  have 
been  against  loans  for  small  things.  I  remember 
distinctly  voting  in  favor  of  an  order  introduced 
by  Councilor  Collins  for  an  addition  to  a  bathing 
beach  out  at  Tenean,  I  think  it  was,  which  con- 
templated, I  think,  an  expenditure  of  $9,000,  or 
something  under  $10,000.  I  voted  to  have  that 
done  bj'  appropriation  because  I  did  not  believe 
in  having  a  patchwork  of  small  loans.  I  believe 
that  permanent  improvements  should  come  from 
loans:  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  want  to  issue 
bonds  in  amount  of  $5,000  and  $10,000  for  the 
City  of  Boston.  Therefore,  I  object  to  this  order 
on  two  grounds, — first,  that  we  are  not  borrowing 
for  a  permanent  improvement,  and  second,  that 
we  are  not  borrowing  an  amount  of  sufficient  size 
to  warrant  a  loan. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  just  for  the 
sake  of  accuracy,  and  not  intending  to  detain  the 
Council,  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  reference  to 
the  abandonment  of  a  hole  on  the  Strandway, 
South  Boston,  is  entirely  erroneous.  There  was 
no  hole  made  on  the  Strandway  that  was  aban- 
doned. There  was  a  location  some  ten  or  twelve 
-years  ago  selected  on  East  Ninth  street,  not  on  the 
Strandway,  which  was  not  carried  through.  That 
is,  the  proposition  itself  was  abandoned.  That 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  Strandway  im- 
provements, which  were  built  and  completed  last 
year.  There  was  no  hole  on  the  Strandway  that 
was  abandoned.  I  wish  to  have  that  under- 
stood. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  1,  Councilor 
SMITH  voting  nay. 


SETTLEMENT   OF   RAILWAY   STRIKE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  sum 
of  .$500  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  three  men  appointed 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  investigate  and  suggest 
a  plan  of  settlement  at  the  earliest  possible  m'oment, 
regarding  the  existing  strike  on  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railroad. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  hope  this 
matter  will  be  referred  to  the  Exeoitive  Committee 
in  order  that  it  may  be  takfen  up  to-da>'  promptly, 
but  before  it  is  referred  I  beg  leave  to  say  just  one 
word  in  regard  to  it.  I  have  introduceil  this  order 
in  order  that  the  Mayor  m.ay  show  his  good  faith 


to  the  people  of  this  city  by  investigating  what 
has  been  for  a  month,  and  bids  fair  to  be  for  some 
time  in  the  future,  a  very  serious  condition  in  our 
public  streets, — a  condition  of  rioting,  in  which 
men  have  been -killed,  in  which  dynamite  has  been 
laid  on  the  car  tracks,  and  in  whicli  there  has  been 
danger  of  greater  bodily  injury  than  has  happened. 
This  order  contemplates  the  appropriation  of  only 
$500,  a  meje  nothing  in  the  city  appropriations. 
It  gives  the  Mayor  power  to  appoint  three  men, 
and  if  he  in  good  faith  wishes  to  investigate  this 
matter  and  try  to  bring  it  to  a  conclusion  I  sin- 
cerely hope  this  order  will  pass  the  body  to-day 
and  that  the  Mayor  will  be  given  an  oppoitunity 
to  investigate  what  has  been  the  moSt  serious 
condition  in  the  city  for  years.  I  think  the  Mayor 
will  welcome  the  opportunity,  because  he  has  been 
subject  to  criticism  in  the  past  two  or  three  weeks 
for  not  taking  a  more  active  part  in  remedying 
this  serious  condition  of  affairs.  It  has  been  said 
that  he  received  his  support  in  the  late  campaign 
from  certain  moneyed  interests  and  certain  cor- 
porations, which  bound  him  to  a  negative  attitude 
in  the  present  crisis,  and  I  think  we  in  fairness 
ought  to  give  him  an  opportunitj'  to  act  at  the 
present  time.  If  we  pass  this  appropriation  of  $500, 
giving  him  an  opportunity  to  appoint  three  men, 
he  can  take  immediate  action.  A  proper  investiga- 
tion can  be  had,  and  it  maj^  result  in  relie\-ing  our 
city  from  what  I  think  is  an  outrageous  condition 
of  affairs.  This  body,  almost  a  month  ago,  June  10, 
unanimously  passed  resolutions  favoring  recogni- 
tion of  the  union  by  the  Elevated  and  also  favoring 
having  the  Elevated  submit  to  arbitration  on  this 
question.  Neither  of  these  things  has  the  Elevated 
seen  fit  to  do,  and  conditions,  instead  of  improving, 
have  grown  worse.  I  think  this  body  should  take 
every  means  within  its  power  to  change  conditions 
in  this  city  as  far  as  our  pubKc  transportation 
goes. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

(See  later  in  session.) 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  communication  (referred  Febru- 
ary 3)  from  .loseph  J.  Lannin  ct  ah,  against 
removal  of  restrictions  on  land  on  South  street, 
near  the  Forest  Hills  Station — recommending 
reference  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  January  29)  relative  to 
release  of  restrictions  on  land  at  South  street  and 
Arborway — recommending  reference  of  same  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted:  said  reference  ordered. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  H.  Cronin 
(referred  May  27)  for  release  of  the  city's  interest 
in  certain  lands  on  southerly  side  of  Canterbury 
street — recoriimending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  is 
hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city,  and  upon  ijayment  of  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
($50),  to  release  unto  Charles  H.  Cronin  all  the 
right,  title  and  interest  of  the  city  under  a  tax 
deed  dated  February  5,  1902,  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  2S05,  page  322,  in  and  to  the  prem- 
ises therein  described  and  commonly  known  as 
estate  nvimbered  574  Canterbury  street,  and  that 
the  City  Collector  be  authorized  .and  directed  to 
cancel  and  discharge  the  balances  due  on  his 
books  for  taxes  on  said  estate,  and  that  the  col- 
lector and  the  sureties  on  his  bond  are  hereby 
relieved  from  all  liability  for  the  collection  of 
such  taxes. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  think  on 
those  matters  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
in  presenting  his  report  ought  to  give  us  a  sliort 
statement  aside  from  the  report,  so  that  we  may 
know  what  we  are  voting  on. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  might 
say  that  this  matter  has  been  before  the  Law 
Department  and  comes  as  a  recommendation  from 
the  liaw  Department  to  the  Conunittee  on  Public 
Lands.  It  seems  that  there  was  a  tax  title  taken 
by  the  city  to  this  land,  which  is  asses.s<'d  for 
about  a  thousand  dollars.  The  whole  estate  was 
taken  by  the  cit.\'  some  time  in  1002,  and  there 
was  at  that  time  a  sewer  assessment  due,  which 
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has  bppii  partly  paid,  and  sonir  of  llic  taxes  have 
bficn  partly  paid.  Tlie  whole  thing  leaves  a  clond 
upon  the  title  of  the  present  owner,  who  has  been 
paying  the  taxes  rcgidarly  since  1900.  The  Law 
Department  is  of  the  (jpinion  that  this,  involving 
the  payment  of  .1;.50  into  the  city  treasury,  is  a 
very  fair  settlement.  I  will  say  that  the  Street 
Commissioners  also  agree  that  it  is  a  fair  settle- 
ment for  (he  eity. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  S,  nays  0. 


ORGANIZATION    OF   RAILWAY 

EMPLOYEES. 

Conn.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Wliereas,  Our  city  is  daily  the  scene  of  violence 
and  riots  caused  by  the  strike  on  the  Boston 
Elev.ated  Railroad;  and 

Whereas,  The  only  question  at  issue  is  the 
right  of  the  employees  to  join  such  a  union  as 
tliey  desire;  and 

Whereas,  Tlie  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pan.\'  has  refused  to  arbitrate  in  spite  of  the  request 
of  this  body  voted  unanimovusly  on  .lune  10;  and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  and  the  Boston 
Elevated  are  partners  in  so  far  as  they  share  div- 
dends  above  6  per  cent,  and  also  in  furnishing 
the  capital  for  construction  of  the  subways; 

Now,  therefore.  We,  the  elected  representatives 
of  the  people  of  Bo.ston,  sitting  as  a  City  Council, 
do  demand  that  you  grant  the  right  to  .your 
employees  to  organize  even  as  you  have  been 
given  the  right  by  public  bodies  to  organize  your 
capital. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  if  there  is  any 
doubt  about  these  resolutions  I  trust  that  they  will 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  in  order 
that  the  other  members  of  the  Council  may  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  look  them  over. 

Coun.  McDonald— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
know  wh.v  we  should  refer  them  to  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  gentleman  lias  introduced  the 
resolutions,  they  have  been  read,  and  we  are  all 
familiar  with  the  subject.  We  are  all  of  one  mind 
as  to  what  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  shotdd  do. 
It  is  importing  men  here  to  run  cars,  to  the  fletri- 
ment  of  the  City  of  Boston.  There  is  nobod.v  doing 
any  killing  or  putting  dynamite  on  the  tracks,  but 
the  people  who  have  been  brought  here  an>  running 
the  cars  of  the  road  in  an  improper  way  and  injuring 
hundreds  of  our  citizens.  I  don't  l<now  whether 
we  can  do  anything  or  not.  At  the  last  meeting 
we  did  everything  we  could.  We  have  tried  to 
find  out  just  what  our  rights  are.  I  know  if  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  have  any  rights  in 
the  matter  they  will  insist  on  them.  I  think,  as 
does  the  gentleman  who  has  introduced  the  resolu- 
tion, that  we  .should  do  something,  compelling  the 
Boston  Elevated,  if  po.ssible,  to  at  least  meet  its 
employees  fairly  and  to  recognize  the  union.  I 
hope  the  matter  will  not  be  referred,  but  that  we 
will  have  a  roll  call  on  it  now. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  I  will  state 
now,  as  I  stated  at  the  meeting  a  month  ago,  that 
I  believe  the  men  in  the  employ  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  have  a  perfect  right  to  organize,  tlie  same 
right  that  any  other  body  of  mim  has.  That  is 
all  the  men  ask  for,  and  they  should  have  that 
privilege.  While  our  powers  are  very  limited,  I,  as 
a  member  of  the  Council,  am  willing  to  do  wliat  I 
can  to  bring  about  that  end,  and  if  that  resolution 
will  have  any  effect  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  vote 
for  it. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  have 
received  the  following  communication  from  a 
citizen  of  this  city,  which  represents,  I  think,  in  a 
way,  the  opinions  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  want 
to  read  it  and  have  it  spread  upon  the  record. 

.lamaica  Plain,  July  7,  1912. 
Councilman  Coulthurst; 

Dear  Sir, — It  seems  to  me  that  something  should 
be  done  by  the  City  Cpuncil  to  end  the  strike  on  the 
Elevated  system. 

The  service  is  outrageous.  Citizens  are  kept 
in  siispen.se  while  riding  on  ears  as  to  what  will 
happen  with  the  ears  manned  mainly  by  New  York 
and   Philadelphia  hoodlums. 


How  long  will  the  citizens  have  to  wait  before 
their  representatives  demand  that  this  conditiim  of 
things  stop,  or  is  the  will  of  the  Elevated  more 
powerful  than  that  of  the  taxpayers  and  people? 


Yours  sincerely, 

C.   Malonh,   M.D. 


.')  Glen  Road. 


That  fairly  represents  the  attitude  of  the  gen- 
eral public  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  sense  of 
justice  of  the  average  citizen  is  bound  to  show 
itself  in  a  situation  of  this  sort,  where  the  employ- 
ees of  a  public  service  corporation  are  interfered 
with  in  their  attempt  to  organize  and  form  a  labor 
union,  exercising  an  inahenable  right.  Person- 
ally I  believe  a  man  has  a  i-ight  either  to  join  or  not 
to  join  a  labor  organization,  as  he  sees  fit.  My 
honest  opinion  is — and  I  think  it  is  shared  by  a 
large  number  of  people  in  the  City  of  Boston — 
that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  was  tyrannical 
in  practically  forcing  its  employees  out  on  a  strike 
by  discharging  l.W  more  of  the  employees  whom 
it  knew  had  joined  this  labor  union.  It  is  danger- 
ous, as  Doctor  Malone  says,  to  ride  on  the  street 
cars  in  the  City  of  Boston  at  the  present  time.  More- 
over, it  is  demoralizing  because  if  you  go  on  a  street 
car  it  is  dollars  to  doughnuts  that  you  will  see 
fares  taken  in  by  the  conductor  and  not  rung  in. 
I  have  ridden  my.self  on  cars  and  have  seen  thirty 
or  forty  fares  collected  and  but  ten  or  fifteen  cents 
rung  in.  While  some  of  the  passengers  thought  it 
was  a  huge  joke,  I  realized  that  the  people  who 
are  bound  to  suffer  from  that  demoralized  condi- 
tion of  affairs  are  the  public.  It  is  all  going  to 
come  out  of  them  in  the  long  run;  they  are  going 
to  pay  the  cost  of  the  strike  and  of  the  arbitrary 
position  taken  by  the  Elevated  management  in 
refusing  all  overtures  made  to  them  by  the  City 
Council  or  the  Mayor.  This  is  a  scmipublic 
organization,  and  while  we  cannot  force  its  hand, 
while  we  have  no  direct  power  to  end  this  intoler- 
able situation,  I  think,  yet  we  can  do  this.  We  can 
take  this  anci  other  public  opportunities  of  pro- 
testing against  these  intolerable  conditions.  I  had 
myself  prepared  an  order  to  introduce,  along  lines 
similar  to  that  introduced  by  the  councilor  from 
the  Back  Bay,  but  I  am  willing  to  yield  to  the 
force  of  his  resolutions.  I  want  to  place  myself 
strongly  on  record  as  protesting  against  this  intol- 
erable situation,  as  against  the  tyrannical  action 
of  the  Elevated  road  in  regard  to  its  employees, 
and  to  say,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  I  want 
the  Boston  Elevated  to  get  right  down  to  the  job 
and  settle  this  dispute  with  its  employees  on  a 
proper  basis. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  our  attitude 
on  this  question  has  already  been  set  forth  very 
clearly,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the  Council  on 
.June  10.  On  that  day  this  Council  unanimously 
went  on  record  in  favor  of  arbitration,  insisting  on 
it.  Not  content  with  that,  the  Council  on  that 
da.v  passed  a  resolution  recjuesting  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  to  withdraw  its  oppo- 
sition to  its  ear  men  forming  a  union.  This,  I 
understand,  is  simply  a  reiteration  of  our  previous 
position.  We  made  our  attitude*  perfectly  clear 
not  four  weeks  after  the  strike  .started,  but  at  its 
inception.  For  that  reason  I  believe  that  the 
Council  will  now  adhere  to .  the  position  it  took 
about  a  month  ago  and  will  pass  this  resolution. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  add  one  word  to  what  has  been  said.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  about  a  year  ago  the  West  End 
stockholders  were  asked  to  merge  with  the  Boston 
Elevated,  and  they  asked  for  8  per  cent  guaranteed 
dividends.  It  was  largely  through  the  strength  of 
public  opinion  that  those  West  End  stockholders 
were  induced  to  take  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  The 
bill  was  put  through  the  Legislature  by  the  strength 
of  public  opinion.  It  came  to  this  body  and  we 
agreed  with  the  Legislature  in  asking  the  West 
End  stockholders  to  take  less  than  8  per  cent,  in 
order  to  bring  the  consolidation  about.  'The 
Elevated  is  beholden  both  to  the  Legislature  and 
to  this  body  for  passing  that  and  other  measures, 
and  it  would  seem  but  right  and  fitting  that  the 
road  should  yield  to  public  opinion  in  this  matter. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  question  of  the  attitude 
of  the  public.  Public  opinion  having  been  respon- 
sible for  their  having  been  able  to  bring  about  the 
merger  that  I  have  referred  to,  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  may  well  recognize  public  opinion  to-day  in 
this  matter,  allowing  their  men  to  join  a  union. 

The  resolutions  were  passed,  yens  8,  nays  0. 
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POLICE     DUTY     BEYOND     CITY     LIMITS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Pohce  Commissioner  be  hereby  requested  to  inform 
the  City  Council  whether  or  not  any  of  the  members 
of  the  Police  Department  of  this  city  have  been 
detailed  to  perform  duty  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
City  of  Boston  during  the  strike  on  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  and  if  so,  by  what 
authority. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — Mr.  President,  information 
has  come  to  me  from  a  reliable  source  that  the 
Boston  police  are  going  outside  the  city  limits. 
They  go  to  Cambridge,  go  to  Maiden  and  Everett, 
as  I  understand  it,  and  to  other  outlying  cities  and 
towns  where  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  runs, 
for  the  purpose,  as  they  say,  of  protecting  the 
property  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany. .\s  I  understand  it  there  is  a  rule  in  the 
Police  Department  that  a  poUceman  cannot  go 
outside  the  cit,v  limits  without  permission  of  the 
city  authorities.  Even  on  his  day  off  he  cannot  go 
outside  the  city  limits  unless  permission  to  do  so 
is  given  him.  If  that  is  so,  I  don't  see  why  the 
police  of  Boston  should  be  compelled  to  go  to 
those  other  cities  in  order  to  protect,  as  they  say. 
Elevated  Railway  property.  It  seems  to  me  they 
ought  not  to  be  authorized  or  instructed  to  go  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  City  of  Boston.^  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  ought  to  get  that  information  and  that, 
it  what  we  have  been  informed  is  so,  we  should,  in 
justice  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  protest  against 
policemen  going  outside  of  city  limits.  It  leaves 
Boston  without  proper  protection  and  does  not 
give  the  policemen  a  chance  to  obtain  the  sleep 
they  should  have.  The  City  of  Boston  is  suffering 
because  these  men  are  expected  to  do  extra  duty 
and  do  not  get  the  required  rest.  I  think  the  Ele- 
vated road  should  take  care  of  its  own  propertj' 
and  should  not  expect  the  Police  Department  to 
protect  its  property  outside  the  city  limits.  It  is 
not  just  to  the  policemen  or  to  the  citizens  to  insist 
that  they  shall  do  that  sort  of  thing. 

The  order  was  passed. 


RECREATION   PIER,  E.\ST   BOSTON. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  presented  a  petition  signed 
by  James  D.  Casey  and  very  many  others,  resi- 
dents of  East  Boston,  asking  that  a  water  front 
playground  and  swimming  place  be  established 
in  Ward  2,  between  the  North  and  South  Ferries. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  Coun.  BUCK- 
LEY offered  an  order — That  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  City  Council  without 
delay  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  providing  a  recre- 
ation pier  at  the  East  Boston  water  front  in 
Ward  2,  as  set  forth  in  the  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council  May  13,  1912. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  on  May  13 
the  City  Council  passed  an  order  asking  the  Park 
Department  for  certain  information.  Up  to  date 
we  have  received  no  reply.  It  seems  to  me  that 
a  communication  from  the  City  Covmcil  of  the 
City  of  Boston  certainly  merits  a  reply,  and  that 
the  Park  Department  ought  in  the  meantime  to 
have  answered  us.  They  have  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity. Practicall.v  two  months  have  gone  by, 
and  the  people  of  East  Boston  would  like  to  know- 
just  where  they  stand  in  the  matter  of  a  water 
front  playground  or  recreation  pier.  Conditions 
over  there  in  warm  weather  like  yesterday  and 
such  weather  as  we  have  had  this  past  week  have 
been  intolerable.  As  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
came  before  the  committee  said,  they  have  water 
all  arovmd  the  Island,  and  still  the  children  or  the 
grown  people  of  that  neighborhood  cannot  take 
advantage  of  it  because  all  the  wharf  propert.v  is 
private  property,  and  they  do  not  care  to  take 
the  risk  of  people  injuring  themselves  by  going  to 
the  water.  So  for  that  reason  they  refuse,  and 
justly  refuse,  to  allow  the  people  of  East  Boston 
to  go  over  their  property  to  the  water  front.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  Park  Department  ought  to 
give  us  the  information  we  ask  and  that  then  the 
City  Council  should  do  all  it  possibly  can  to  give  a 
loan  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  recreation  pier 
over  in  Ward  2,  East  Boston,  one  of  the  most  con- 
gested districts  of  the  city.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass.  The  petition  presented  with  the  order  con- 
tains the  names  of  1,200  residents  of  Ward  2. 
They  are  very  much  interested  in  having  this 
water  front  pla.vground,  and  some  attention  should 
be  given  to  them. 


Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  sincerely  hope 
th.at  this  order  will  pass.  It  seems  to  me  that  such 
a  recreation  pier  is  greatly  needed  in  East  Boston. 
It  offers  an  opportunity  for  swimming  privileges 
and  seems  to  me  a  step  in  advance  of  the  ordinary 
inland  playground.     I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed. 


PLAYGROUND,  WARD  1. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  provide 
the  sum  of  $.50,000  for  a  playground  in  Precinct 
8  of  Ward  1. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SEATS  AT  BANDSTAND. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  co.=t  of  providing 
a  sufficient  number  of  settees  or  seats  for  the  public 
near  the  Parkman  Memorial  Bandstand  on  Boston 
Common. 

Passed. 


FIRE  APPARATUS,   ORIENT  HEIGHTS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  Fire 
Commissioner  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  inform  this  body  whether  an  additional 
piece  of  fire  apparatus  is  needed  in  the  Orient 
Heights  distiict. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  have  put  in 
this  order  because  I  understand  that  there  is 
already  $1.5,000  available  for  another  piece  of 
apparatus  in  that  district.  Also,  the  residents 
of  the  district  say  it  is  greatly  needed. 

The  order  was  passed. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  4.07  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.01  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
various  locations  —  that  permits  be  granted,  viz.; 

Hyman  Levine,  148  Merrimac  street.  Ward  8. 

Louis  Kabatchnick.  150  Main  street.  Ward  5. 

M.  B.  Bloom,  331  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 

Samuel  Fredberg,  172  Merrimac  street,  Ward  8. 

Hyde  Park  Loan  Company,  49  Fairmount  avenue. 
Ward  26. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licen.ses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  appro- 
priating S500  for  investigation  and  settlement  of 
railway  strike  —  recommending  passage  of  order 
in  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  transfer  from  the  Reserve  Fund  the  sum  of  $500 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  three  men 
appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  investigate 
and  suggest  a  plan  of  settlement  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  regarding  the  existing  strike  on 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railroad. 

Report  accepted;  order  pa.ssed. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  appropriating 
$1,000  to  be  expended- under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  for  Ashmont  Play- 
ground, Improvements — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted:  order  passed,  yeas  S,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communien- 
tion  and  order  (referred  to-day)  transferring 
S5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
for  Playground,  Orient  Heights — that  the  order 
ought  to  p:vss. 

Report  accepted;  order  jjasscd,  yeas  S,  nays  0. 


JULY    8,    1912. 
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COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Henry  W.  Chikls 
(referred  June  3)  for  retirement  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  45!),  Acts  of  1910 — recommending 
the  passage  of  th('  following: 

Whereas,  Henry  W.  Childs,  an  employee  at  the 
Roxbury  Court  House,  lias  applied  for  retirement 
from  active  service  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
45!)  of  the  Acts  of  1910;  and 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
atljulant  general  that  said  Childs  is  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  it  further  appears  from  the 
certificate  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings that  said  Childs  has  been  in  the  service  of  the 
county  for  at  least  ten  years,  that  his  salary  is 
$751)  per  annum,  and  that  he  is  incapacitated  for 
active  duty  and  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years;  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
459  of  the  Acts  of  1910  Henry  W.  Childs,  an  em- 
ployee of  the  Public  Buildings  Departnient,  Rox- 
bury Court  House,  be  retired  from  active  service 
at  the  salary  of  $.'175  per  annum. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  .Joseph  A.  Wiggin 
(referred  June  10)  for  retirement  imder  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  459  of  the  Acts  of  1910— recom- 
mending the  pa.ssago  of  the  following: 

Whereas,  Joseph  A.  Wiggin,  an  employee  at  the 
House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island,  has  applied  for 
retirement  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  459, 
Acts  of  1910;  and 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  certifieate  of  the 
adjutant  general  that  said  Wiggin  is  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  it  further  appears  from  the 
certificate  of  the  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner 
that  said  Wiggin  has  been  in  the  service  of  the 
county  for  at  least  ten  years,  that  his  salary  is  now 
$l)(iO  per  annum,  and  that  he  is  incapacitated  for 
active  duty  and  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years;  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
4.'59  of  the  Acts  of  1!)10  Joseph  A.  Wiggin,  alias 
Joseph  A.  Warren,  an  employee  at  the  House  of 
Correction,  Deer  Island,  be  retired  from  active 
service  at  the  salary  of  $330  per  annum. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  comnumication  from  justice  of 
the  East  Boston  District  Court  (referred  to-day), 
appointing  Dennis  J.  Kelleher  as  constable  to 
atf(md  sessions  of  said  court — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  constable  of  the 
East  Boston  District  Court,  determined  by  the 
justice  of  said  court  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  huii- 
dn^d  dollars  per  annum,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  approved,  the  amount  so  paid  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
SulTolk,  East  Boston  District  Court. 

It(!port  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  communication  from  Justice  of 
West  Roxbury  Court  (referred  June  24)  increas- 
ing salary  of  probation  officer  of  said  court — 
rcconmiending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  Frank  B.  Skelton, 
probation  officer  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
West  Roxbury  district  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
determined  by  the  justice  of  said  court  at  the  rate 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  beginning 
January  1, 1!)12,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  Municipal  Court, 
West   Roxbury   District. 

(5)  Report  on  communication  from  Municipal 
Court  of  the  City  of  Boston  (referred  June  24) 
fixing  the  compensation  of  probation  officer  and 
assistant  female  probation  officer — recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  Albert  J.  Sargent, 
probation  officer  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  determined  by  the  justices  of  said 
court  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  to  begin  June  II),  1912,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  approved,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  impropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk,  Munic- 
ipal Court,  Criminal  Session. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  Mary  L.  Brinn, 
assistant  probation  officer  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  determined  by  the  justices 
of  said  court  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  to  begin  June  10,  1912,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  approved,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk,  Munic- 
ipal Court,  Criminal  Session. 


The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
reports  in  regard  to  the  probation  officers. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  would  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  enlarge  upon  the  state- 
ments, giving  us  a  few  more  facts? 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr,  President,  as  I  under- 
stand it  the  councilor  wants  some  information 
concerning  the  approval  of  the  salaries  of  one 
Mr.  Sargent,  a  probation  officer  of  the  Municipal 
Court  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  of  Miss  Brinn, 
assistant  probation  officer  of  said  court.  These 
salaries  are  not  initiated  or  advanced  by  members 
of  the  City  Council  acting  as  County  Commis- 
sioners. They  come  to  us  through  the  usual 
channel,  as  recommendations  from  the  courts. 
The  tacts  in  the  two  cases  about  which  the  gentle- 
man asks  for  information  are  as  follows:  Mr. 
Sargent  has  been  probation  officer  there  for  some 
years.  The  judges  some  weeks  ago  unanimously 
determined,  on  account  of  the  increased  work  of 
the  court,  to  award  him  .$3,000  salary,  and  after 
the  hearing  which  was  held  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  acting  for  the  County  Commis- 
sioners, agreed  with  the  justices  that  on  account 
of  the  increased  work,  together  w-ith  the  signal 
efficiency  of  Mr.  Sargent,  they  were  in  accord 
with  the  judges  and  approved  of  that  salary.  Mark 
you,  Mr.  President,  it  was  not  initiated  by  the 
Council,  but  simply  comes  as  a  matter  of  approval 
by  the  Council,  backing  up  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  judges  of  the  Municipal  Court.  As  to  the 
second  case,  that  of  Miss  Brinn,  the  facts  are 
these.  Miss  Tuttle,  one  of  the  older  probation 
officers  in  our  Municipal  Court,  had  been  ill  for 
some  time.  Miss  Brinn  was  a  clerk  there.  During 
Miss  Tuttle's  illness  the  judges  appointed  Miss 
Brinn  to  act  as  temporary  assistant  probation 
officer.  While  she  was  so  acting  a  statute  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature  which  enabled  the 
judges  of  the  Municipal  Court  to  appoint  one 
extra  assistant  probation  officer.  On  account  of 
the  ability  demonstrated  by  this  young  lady  in 
the  post  to  which  she  was  temporarily  assigned, 
filling  the  vacancy  caused  by  Miss  Tuttle's  illness, 
she  was  appointed  to  the  new  position.  The 
salary,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Sargent,  was  deter- 
mined by  the  judges  of  that  court,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Accounts  approved  the  same. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted  and  the 
orders  were  passed. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Robert  P.  Johnson 
(referred  to-day)  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
fowls  and  rabbits  lulled  by  dogs  —  recommending 
the  passage  of  tfie  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Robert  P.  Johnson  the  sum  of  fourteen  dollars 
and  seventy  cents  ($14.70)  in  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  chickens  and  rabbits  killed  by  dogs 
June  t),  1912,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income 
from  dog  licenses. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


LAYING    OUT   OF    STREETS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order  — That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  lay 
out  and  accept  as  a  public  way  Pontiac  street. 
Ward  19,  and  Evelyn  .street.  Ward  24. 

Passed. 


A  QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Coun.  KENNY- — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  rise 
to  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  I  wish  to 
correct  an  error  that  crept  into  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  made  at  the  meeting  of 
Jime  24.  The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  on 
a  message  of  the  Mayor — communication  and  order 
for  a  loan  of  .$10,000  for  vacuum  cleaning  system 
and  boiler  at  Consumptives'  Hospital,  Mattapan  — 
that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 
In  presenting  the  report  of  the  committee  I  used 
the  following  language.     I  quote.from  the  minutes: 

"  I  would  like  to  say  now,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  that  we  make  this  report  with- 
out prejudice,  and  if  it  is  really  essential  that  this 
vacuum  cleaner  shall  be  installed,  we  think,  under 
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the  circuiiistanccs,  the  trustees  not  liaving  lived 
up  to  the  assurance  given  at  that  time,  the  promise 
to  the  committee  this  money  should  come  out  ot 
taxes,  that  they  should  be  put  on  their  own  resources 
and  take  it  out  of  maintenance. " 

Mr.  President,  when  the  committee  made  its 
report  on  that  $10,000  loan  order,  it  did  so  on  infor- 
mation it  had  that  this  vacuum  cleaner  was  to  be 
placed  in  the  new  building  —  that  is  to  say,  the 
children's  building  —  which  is  to  cost  $.50,000, 
provision  for  which  we  made  last  winter;  and  it 
was  the  understanding  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee that  this  vacuum  cleaner  was  to  be  installed 
in  that  new  building  at  an  additional  cost  ot  S10,000, 
thus  increasing  the  loan  from  $50,000  to  $60,000. 
It  now  appears  that  this  $10,000  was  not  intended 
for  the  new  building,  although  the  communication 
fr»m  the  Mayor's  office  did  not  clearly  specify 
where  this  money  was  to  be  spent.  Of  cour.se,  it 
was  open  to  the  committee  to  go  to  the  Maj-or's 
office  and  make  its  own  investigation,  but  the  com- 
mittee had  been  informed  that  the  $10,000  was  for 
this  new  building.  In  justice  to  the  trustees  of 
the  hospital  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  have  this 
correction  publicly  made.  I  think  also  they  are 
entitled  to  have  me  say  that  I  have  had  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  McvSweeney,  chairman  of  the  Board, 
and  he  gives  the  Council,  through  me,  his  assurance 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
comply  faithfully  with  the  terms  of  the  agreement 
and  to  construct  this  building  within  the  loan  order 
of  $.50,000,  and  that  this  they  intend  to  do.  The 
SIO.OOO,  therefore,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
new  building,  and  any  stricture  or  criticism  I  may 
have  placed  on  the  trustees  should  be  recalled. 
I  make  this  explanation  in  justice  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  President,  the  report 
of  the  committee  should  stand,  for  there  is  even 
less  reason  for  borrowing  money  for  the  repair  and 
revamping  of  a  building  than  there  would  be  for 
new  construction.  This  $10,000  loan  was  intended 
for  the  improvement  of  property  already  con- 
structed —  that  is  to  sa.y,  other  buildings  on  the 
grounds.  The  report. of  the  committee,  therefore, 
shoulcl  stand  with  this  correction. 


RESURFACING   OP  HARVARD   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order  —  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  resurface  Harvard 
street.  Ward  24,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Morton  street. 

Passed. 


COST  OF  BUILDING  FOR  DRUG  FIENDS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
missioner of  Penal  Institutions  be  requested,  through 
his  honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  Council  any 
estimates  for  the  erection  of  the  building  at  D.ecr 
Island  to  accommodate  drug  fiends,  if  he  has 
any  such  estimates.  That  the  commissioner  be 
requested  to  get  such  estimates  if  he  has  none  at 
present. 

Passed. 


ABOLITION    OF    POLL    TAXES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  draft  a  bill  to  present  to  the  next 
Legislature  providing  for  the  abolition  of  poll  tase.";, 
and  that  a  copy  of  said  bill  be  sent  to  the  City 
Council  in  order  that  it  may  have  the  privilege  of 
passing  resolutions  thereon. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FREE   FERRIES,   JULY   FOURTH. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  on  account 
of  the  Ferry  Division  the  sum  of  .$1 ;  and  the  said 
commissioner  is  hereby  authorized  to  accept  the 
same  in  lieu  of  tolls  for  the  ferries  on  July  4,  1912; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Mayor,  Public  Celebrations. 

Passed. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken 
to-day. 


■  THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  members  that  we  adjourn 
until  w-cll  into  August.  Therefore  I  .shall  make 
this  motion, —  with  the  understanding  that  the 
Ivla>  or  is  likely  sometime  within  the  next  few  weeks 
to  call  us  together  to  take  up  the  question  of  the 
supplemental  tax  budget, —  that  we  adjourn  to 
Monday,  .\ugust  20,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  was  carried. 


Adjourned  at  5.18  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  July  23,  1012. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  hold  in  the 
Council   Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.. 
President   ATTRIDGE   in   the    chair.     Absent— 
Coun.  Hale. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  as 
follows: 

City  of  Bo.ston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  ,Iuly  19,  1912. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Tuesday, 
July  23,  1912,  at  one  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  changes  in  and  about  Commonwealth 
avenue;  the  extension  of  Newbury  street,  from 
Ch,arlesgate,  east,  to  Charlesgate,  west,  and  such 
other  business  as  may  properly  come  before  the 
meeting. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Forty-six  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court,  to  appear  August  7,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  ot  the  law.  Mayor  Fitzgerald 
being  present,  viz.: 

George  M.  Wallace,  Ward  23;  Edward  Trainor, 
Ward  2.5;  Jeremiah  Murphy,  Ward  13;  Walter 
Gilman  Page,  Ward  11;  Michael  Courtney,  Ward 
14;  John  H.  Murphy,  Ward  21;  Elmer  M.  Gal- 
loway, Ward  21;  Michael  Duffy,  Ward  24;  Stearns 
H.  Rose,  Ward  7;  Edward  A.  Scanlan,  Ward  18; 
John  J.  Lynn,  Wiird  2;  Jo.seph  R.  Dangora,  Ward 
23;  Edward  F.  Loehr,  Ward  13;  John  J.  Horrig.an, 
Ward  H;  Cornelius  A.  Russell,  Ward  22;  William 
J.  Stapleton,  Ward  19;  Alonzo  J.  Sawyer,  Ward  20; 
Albert  E.  Shepherd,  Ward  2();  John  Burke,  Ward 
21;  William  F.  Larrabee,  Ward  20;  Hermann 
Roetzel,  Ward  18;  Thomas  P.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  13; 
Patrick  McSweeney,  Ward  20;  John  Rurns, 
Ward  23;  John  E.  Kelley,  Ward  23;  Jeremiah 
Healy,  Ward20;  John  D.  Roome,  Ward  3;  Charles 
Kinciiid,  Ward  20;  Bernard  Sears,  Ward  fi;  Hazen 
P.  Philbrick,  Ward  20;  Percival  A.  Getchell, 
Ward  8;  Charles  J.  .Svenson,  Ward  1;  John  D. 
Lyons,  Ward  14;  Harry  P.  Faunce,  Ward  24; 
Michael  F.  McGillicuddy,  Ward  15;  James  J. 
Doyle,  Ward  2;  Edward  W.  Butler,  Ward  21; 
George  P.  West,  Ward  17;  Gustav  H.  Yancke, 
Ward  2.'j;  Andrew  Cogan,  Ward  20;  William  R. 
Porter,  Ward  1.5;  Edwin  B.  Orcutt,  Ward  25; 
Thomas  J.  Hurley,  Ward  25;  James  M.  O'Brien, 
Ward  21;  Robert' J.  Campbell,  Ward  21 ;  James  F. 
Sullivan,  Ward  20. 


PARK   IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  waa  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  transmit  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis.sioners, 
calling  attention  to  various  desirable  improvements 
throughout  the  city.  I  expect  that  the  Board  of 
Assessors  will  complete  their  work  within  the 
next  few  weeks  and  I  trust  that  the  members  of 
.vour  honorable  body  will  make  An  investigation 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Park  Commissioners, 
so  that  at  the  next  meeting,  which  will  probably 
be  the  last  at  which  appropriations  can  be  made 
this  year,  you  may  have  in  mind  the  facts  in  re- 
gard to  the  need  of  these  improvements  which 
have  been  suggested. 

Respectfullj', 
John  F.  Fitzgekald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

July  16,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
May  we  draw  your  attention  to  various  matters 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  laid  before  you 
but   which   have    never    been   brought   to   a   con- 
clusion'/ 

Our  Board  has  requested  the  Street  Commission 
to  make  takings  for  all  the  playgrounds  which  we 
have  been  asked  to  select  except  the  extension  of 
that  on  Mt.  Ida  which  is  still  receiving  our  careful 
attention.  Although  these  requests  were  made 
months  ago'  action  is  delayed  from  one  cause  or 
another  on  several  of  these  playgrounds.  We  ask 
you  to  urge  those  in  charge  to  complete  their  work 
so  that  the  playgrounds  may  be  enjoyed. 

We  ask  you  for  approval  of  appointment  of 
Gertrude  L.  Reagan,  stenographer,  as  per  request 
of  June  20,  1912. 

May  we  ask  your  approval  of  the  appointment 
of  the  bear  attendants  for  the  Zoological  Garden, 
whose  names  are  before  you  for  approval? 

We  ask  your  approval  of  the  play  leaders  for 
the  city  pla.vgrounds,  whose  names  are  before 
you  for  approval. 

Wo  ask  your  attention  to  our  request  of  March, 
1912,  that  the  sum  of  $10,070  additional  be  appro- 
priated for  work  at  the  Copp's  Hill  terraces.  We 
have  remaining  of  the  appropriation  for  that  work 
$28,500,  but  the  work  as  designed  cost  $39,170, 
making  necessary  the  additional  appropriation  of 
$10,070  if  the  work  is  to  be  done  like  the  drawings. 
If  it  cannot  be  so  done  we  should  like  to  know  it 
and  we  will  proceed  with  some  less  satisfactory 
and  less  complete  improvements  within  the 
present  appropriation. 

We  should  like  your  approval  of  the  lease  of  the 
Charlesbank  boat  service,  the  rent  for  which  is 
now  due  us  but  can  hardly  be  collected  unless  the 
lease  is  signed. 

We  should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  drawings  of  the  Schaol  of  Commerce 
upon  which  bids  were  obtained  are  not  like  the 
sketches  which  were  originally  approved  by  us. 
We  notified  the  architects  and  the  School  Com- 
mission of  this  fact  while  the  bids  were  being 
obtained. 

We  ask  your  attention  to  the  request  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  retaining  walls  and  other 
work  at  the  John  Winthrop  Playground.  The 
only  money  that  we  have  with  which  to  do  that 
work  is  the  small  sum  saved  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  purchase  of  land  and  that  is  not  enough 
to  put  the  ground  in  order,  all  which  has  been 
described  to  you  in  a  previous  letter. 

We  ask  your  attention  to  our  letter  of  June  3, 
1912,  suggesting  that  $20,000  be  appropriated 
to  turn  the  Parker  Hill  reservoir  into  a  suitable 
public  bathing  establishment. 

We  draw  your  attention  to  the  request  made 
.some  time  ago  for  money  to  build  a  sanitary  build- 
ing at  the  Prince  Street  Playground.  We  think 
this  is  a  much  needed  improvement. 

We  draw  your  attention  to  plan  that  we  recently 
set  before  you  for  improving  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  its  neighborhood  between  Massachu- 
setts avenue  and  the  three  roads.  Some  rough 
grading  has  already  been  done  there.  It  would 
be  a  good  time  to  make  this  improvement  while 
the  neighborhood  is  placed  in  disorder  by  reason 
of  the  tunnel. 

We  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nothing 
has  come  of  our  suggesting  to  the  Elevated  Rail- 
way that  we  would  authorize  the  pas.sage  of  their 
tracks  over  the  Richardson  Bridge  from  Boylston 
street  to  Boylston  street,  provided  the  roadways 
could  be  widened  and  the  islands  extended  as  per 
our  plan,  at  a  cost  of  some  .$31,000. 

We  draw  your  attention  to  the  urgent  need  of 
the  department  of  money  appropriation  for  the 
rebuilding  or  repairing  of  the  park  roadways. 

We  draw  your  attention  to  the  estimate  recently 
sent  you  for  the  approach  from  the  Strandway  to 
the  Dorchester  Heights  tower.  This  cannot  be 
said  to  be  a  pressing  need  but  it  would  be  a  very 
fine  improvement  and  could  doubtless  be  done 
much  cheaper  now  than  later  when  the  intervening 
land  will  have  been  built  upon. 

Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


204 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION   FOR 
"VIGILANT." 

The  following  was  received: 

Citj'  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council; 

I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  a  comraunication 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health,  calling 
attention  to  the  need  of  an  additional  appropria- 
tion to  complete  the  repairs  on  the  steamer  "Vigi- 
lant." Dr.  Mahoney  informs  me  that  with  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $2,000  the  department 
would  be  able  to  carry  out  its  original  plans,  and 
that  of  this  amovmt  .$43.3.50  is  for  the  overseeing 
of  the  work  and  $112  for  plans  and  specifications. 
I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  the  sum  of 
$2,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
for  steamer  "Vigilant"  repairs. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,  Health  Department, 

100  Summer  Street,  July  22,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Health 
to  state  that  on  Friday,  July  19,  proposals  were 
received  for  repairing  the  Steamer  "Vigilant,"  as 
follows: 

Richard  T.  Green  Company,  203-219 
Marginal,  street.  East  Boston  (work 
to  be  completed  in  eighty-five  work- 
ing days) $17,860  00 

Bertelsen  &  Petersen  Company,  2.56- 
264  Border  street,  East  Boston  (work 
to  be  completed  in  ninety  running 
days) $18,250  00 

Richard  F.  Keough,  80  Border  street. 
East  Boston  (work  to  be  completed 
in  forty-two  days) $14,450  00 

As  the  lowest  of  these  bids  exceeds  the  appro- 
priation allowed  for  this  work  by  $1,450,  the  Board 
directs  me  to  ask  that  it  may  be  granted  a  special 
appropriation  of  $2,000  additional,  for  repairs  on 
the  steamer  "Vigilant." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  truly  yours, 

F.  H.  Slack,  Secretary. 

The  $2,000  includes  the  cost  of  drawing  up 
specifications  and  supervision  of  the  work  by  the 
architect. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  ($2,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
the    appropriation  for  steamer  "Vigilant"  repairs. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SETTEES  AT  BANDSTAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  .Tulv  22,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  transmit  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  under  date  of 
July  17,  1912,  in  reply  to  the  order  passed  bj-  your 
honorable  body  on  July  8,  1912,  to  the  effect  that 
"  the  .Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  be  request- 
ed, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  providing  a 
sufficient  number  of  settees  or  seats  for  the  public 
near  the  Parkman  Memorial  Bandstand  on  Boston 
Common." 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Citj'  of  Boston, 
Public  Grounds  Department, 

July  17,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  » 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  inclosed  order,"Or- 
dered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  submit  to  the  City  Council  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  providing  a  sufficient  number  of  settees 
or  seats  for  the  public  near  the  Parkman  Memorial 
Bandstand  on  Bo.ston  Common,"      I  would  state 


that  such  a  number  of  settees  as  would  accom- 
modate a  large  portion  of  the  people  who  enjoy 
the  concerts  would  cost  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $4,000. 

Respectfully  yours, 
D.  H.  Sullivan,  Superintendent. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PENSIONS   FOR   CALL   MEN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  JVIayor,  July  13,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Chapter  574  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  a  copy  of 
which  is  attached  hereto,  authorizes  the  City 
Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  to  grant  a  pension  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  a  year 
to  all  former  call  substitutes  regularly  rated  as 
call  men,  who  served  for  not  less  than  fifteen 
consecutive  years  and  who  were  honorably  dis- 
charged. I  learn  from  the  Fire  Commissioner 
that  there  are  onlj'  three  such  call  men  and  that 
he  approves  the  granting  of  pensions  to  them. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  which  assumes  and  exercises 
the  authority  granted  by  the  statute  referred  to. 
A  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Fire  Commissioner  is 
also  appended  hereto. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  July  10,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  letter  of  July  8,  1912, 
from  your  secretary,  Mr.  Leahy,  I  inclose  you 
herewith  the  list  of  names  of  the  substitute  call 
men  who  would  be  affected  bj'  the  acceptance  of 
chapter  574  of  the  Acts  of  1912: 

Frank  L.  Fratus,  Ladder  16,  from  November  25, 
1892,  to  April  6,  1909. 

Charles  E.  Turner,  Engine  19,  from  Februarj', 
1890,  to  January  25,  1907. 

Lemuel  A.  Withington,  Engine  19,  from  Febru- 
ary, 1890,  to  January  25,  1907. 

These  three  men  were  substitute  call  men. 
They  had  no  civil  ser-\ace  rating,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  made  permanent  call  men.  Their 
duties  were  exactly  the  same,  and  they  were  under 
the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  regular  call 
men  during  their  term  of  service.  In  my  opinion 
the  work  they  did  entitles  them  to  receive  the 
same  pension  for  their  service  that  permanent 
call  men  receive. 

As  requested  I  return  herewith  the  copy  of 
this  act. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Ch.\rles  H.  Cole, 

Fire  Commissioner. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  terms  of  chapter  574 
of  the  Acts  of  1912  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  grant  pensions  to  be  paid 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department 
of  the  persons  designated  in  that  act. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


WENDELL   PHILLIPS   MONUMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  July  15,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  in  which  he  expresses  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  form  of  the  order  appro- 
priating $20,000  for  the  Wendell  Phillips  monu- 
ment is  correct.  If  his  apprehensions  are  well 
founded  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  making 
a  valid  contract  with  the  sculptor  under  the  present 
order.  It  .seems  to  mc  best  to  remove  any  uncer- 
tainty on  this  point,  and  I  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order,  which  transfers  the 
control  of  the  sum  appropriated  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Grounils  to  the  .\rt  Commission. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor, 


JULY    23,    1912. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  July  12,  1912. 
William  A.  Leahy,  Esq., 

Secretary,  Mayor's  Office: 

Dear  iSir, — I  have  considered  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  under  date  of  June  24  appropriating 
$20,000  for  the  erection  of  the  Wendell  Phillips 
monument  vmder  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds. 

In  my  opinion  this  order  might  be  construed  to  be 
illegal  and  void  as  in  conflict  with  chapter  410  of 
the  Acts  of  1898.  Under  this  act  the  duty  of 
making  contracts  for  monuments  and  erecting 
and  locating  the  same  is  with  the  Art  Department. 
If  it  is  said  that  the  order  contemplates  that  the 
Art  Commissioners  are  to  make  the  contract  under 
the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  tfiere  arises  the  difficulty  that  by  the 
provisions  of  the  charter  amendments,  .section  16, 
chapter  486,  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  no  official  shall 
make  a  contract  unless  there  is  an  appropriation 
therefor. 

I  would  therefore  suggest  the  passage  of  a  new 
order  authorizing  the  Art  Commission  rather  than 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  to  contract 
for  and  erect  this  monument. 

Yours  truly, 
Joseph  J.  Corbett,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  ($20,000)  appropriated  for  Wendell  Phillips 
monument,  under  an  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  at  its  meeting  of  June  24,  1912,  be  expended 
un<ler  the  direction  of  the  Art  Commission  instead 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  rule  be  suspended  that  the  order  may  go  upon 
its  passage  to-day. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


POLICE  CONDUCT  DURING  STRIKE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  11,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Police  Commissioner,  furnishing  information 
sought  by  the  City  Council  at  its  meeting  of  July 
8  in  regard  to  the  instructions  and  conduct  of  the 
members  of  the  Police  Department  during  the 
present  strike  of  employees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company. 

Respectfidly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  July  10,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  July  9  inclosing  a  copy  of  an  order  passed 
by  the  City  Council  July  8,  in  which  the  Police 
Commissioner  is  requested  "to  inform  the  City 
Ciiuiicil  whether  or  not  any  of  the  members  of  the 
Police  Department  of  this  city  have  been  detailed 
to  perform  duty  beyond  the  limits  of  the  City  of 
Boston  during  the  strike  on  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company,  and  if  so,  by  what  authority." 

I  assume  that  the  intention  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil was  to  ask  whether  or  not  such  details  had  been 
made  not  only  while  the  strike  mentioned  was  in 
progress  but  because  of  such  strike;  for  it  is  a 
matter  of  daily  occurrence  that  police  officers  are 
sent  out  of  tlie  city  for  the  service  of  warrants  and 
summonses,  the  arrest  of  criminals  and  on  other 
department  business.  I  therefore  answer  tlie 
question  as  if  asked  in  the  form  which  I  suppose 
was  intended,  Vjy  stating  that  members  of  the 
Police  Department  of  this  city  have  not  been 
detailed  to  perform  duty  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
City  of  Boston  during  the  strike  on  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  for  any  reasons  arising  from 
such  strike.  A  possible  basis  for  the  inquir.v  is 
found  in  the  circumstance  that  officers  on  night 
cars  running  after  midnight,  with  routes  from 
Adams  square  to  Brighton,  have  remained  on  the 
cars,  whether  on  duty  or  not,  while  passing  through 
that  l)art  of  Brookline  or  of  Cambridge  wfiich 
intervenes  between  Boston  proper  and  Brighton. 
This  is  a  matter  in  either  case  of  about  four  minutes 
outside  the  limits  of  Boston,  and  the  procedure 
has  my  approval.  Officers  living  in  Brighton  arid 
doing   duty   in   other   divisions   or   doing   duty   in 


Brighton  and  living  in  other  divisions  have  always 
hafl  the  privilege  of  using  these  cars,  for  without 
sucli  use  many  of  them  could  not  ride  to  their 
homes  at  any  time  without  inconvenience  and  not 
at  all  after  midnight. 

Respectfully, 

Stephen  O'Meara, 
Police  Commissioner  for  the  City  of  Boston. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Coiumittee. 


REMOVAL   OF   CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  23,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  fiave  this  day 
removed  James  J.  Clark,  Francis  J.  Duffee,  Alton 
L.  Goucher,  Francis  A.  Griffin,  Otis  H.  Hayes, 
William  C.  Herrick,  Henry  G.  Hoppe,  Daniel  R. 
O'Lalor,  Matthew  J.  Peters,  Charles  H.  Reinhart, 
Mark  S.  Reinstein,  Joseph  H.  Ryan,  Moses  H. 
Steuer,  William  C.  Wall,  from  the  office  of  Con- 
stable of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  reason  that 
they  have  not  filed  the  bond  which  constables 
are  reciuired  under  tfie  law  to  furnish. 

Respectfully  yours, 
John  F.  Fitzgebald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

1.  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal:  Algernon  D.  Brown,  100  Chestnut  street, 
Everett;  Dennis  P.  Keating,  6  Poplar  street, 
Chelsea;  George  A.  Shea,  8  Fayette  street,  Ward 
10;  Arthur  F.  Barry,  592  Albany  street.  Ward  9; 
James  E.  Gaffney,  5  Hancock  street.  Ward  8; 
James  H.  Muldoon,  52  Etna  street.  Ward  25. 

2.  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Meas- 
urers of  Wood  and  Bark:  Arthur  F.  Barry,  592 
Albany  street.  Ward  9;  James  E.  Gaffney,  5  Han- 
cock street.  Ward  8;  James  H.  Muldoon,  52  Etna 
street.  Ward  25. 

3.  The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weighers 
of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery:  James  Edward 
Gaffney,  5  Hancock  street.  Ward  8;  James  H. 
Muldoon,  52  Etna  street.  Ward  25;  J.  H.  Witte- 
kind,  427  Ashland  street.  Ward  23. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgebald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


COST   OF   LAND,    HIGH   FORT 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  10,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  complying 
with  a  request  of  the  City  Council  at  its  meeting 
of  June  24,  1912,  that  he  submit  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  about  40,000  feet  of  land  adjoining 
the  standpipe  at  High  Fort  Playground,  Fort 
avenue,  Roxbury.  The  Superintendent  of  PubUc 
Grounds  states  that  the  assessed  value  of  th'is 
land  in  1911  was  $17,400. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Public  Grounds  Department,  July  9,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir.^Rcferring  to  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  June  24,  "Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Grounds  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mavor,  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
about  40,000  feet  of  land  adjoining  the  standpipe 
of  High  Fort  Playground,  Fort  avenue,  Roxbury, 
said  land  extending  to  the  corner  of  Beech  Glen 
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street  and  Fort  avenue,"  would  say  that  this  lot 
comprises  44,722  square  feet  and  was  assessed 
in  1911  for  S17,000. 

Inclosed  I  am  mailing  you  a  rough  plan  of  this 
site. 

Respectfully  yours, 
D.  H.  Sullivan,  Superintendent. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  Ganley,  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on  account 
of  injuries  received  while  in  employ  of  city. 

John  Cronin,  trustee,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  2-4  B  street  caused  by  break 
in  water  main. 

Gerald  J.  Savage,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  auto  by  team  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

White  Star  Egg  and  Fruit  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  wagon  by  team  of  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Julius  Kline,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  by  employees  of  city  in  cutting  down 
tree. 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Green,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  of  her  son  Joseph  caused  by  nail 
projecting  from  ash  barrel. 

Joseph  R.  Dority,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Cole  &  Maher,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  wagon  by  team  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Susan  Hardy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  an  alleged  defect  in  Milton  avenue. 

Carmine  Mazza,  for  compensation  for  damage 
at  68  Webster  street  caused  by  caving  in  of  sewer. 

Antonio  Restucchia,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  59  Endicott  street  by 
overflow  of  sewer. 

Executive. 

Roxbury  Historical  Society;  for  the  naming 
of  certain   squares  in   Ro.xbury. 

Max  H.  Lefkovich,  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  firearms  at  34  Pleasant  street,  Ward  7. 

Morris  Finkelstein,  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  firearms  at  48  Pleasant  street,  Ward  7. 


COAL  AND  COKE  LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Vincenzo  Yennaco. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


APPROVAL  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission of  approval  of  the  appointment  of  William 
G.  Cadigan  as  Sinking  Funds  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRACK  LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  additional  track  location  to 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company  on  Geneva 
avenue,  400th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners of  approval  of  proposed  changes  by  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  at  Rowe's  Wharf 
Station. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE  OF  OIL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  hereinafter  named 
parties  of  use  of  the  following-named  locations  for 
the  storage  of  oil  and  of  intention  to  use  same  for 
the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Armory  Garage  Company,  29-33  Ferdinand 
street. 

F.  A.  Gendrot,  1  Buena  Vista  street.  Ward  21. 

William  Read  &  Sons,  107  Washington  street, 
Ward  6. 

Dodge  Motor  Vehicle  Company,  25  Irvington 
street.  Ward  10. 

Standard  Oil  Company,  6-8  Custom  House 
street. 

Standard  Oil  Company,  Wolcott  street,  Ward  26. 

Standard  Oil  Company,  Chelsea  street.  East 
Boston. 

Standard  Oil  Company,  rear  250  Freeport  street. 
Ward  24. 

Iver  Johnson  Sporting  Goods  Company,  155-157 
Washington  street. 

New  England  Automobile  Company,  4-10  War- 
ren avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  city  of  Somerville 
of  the  appointment  of  Thomas  Smith  and  others 
as  street  railway  police  for  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company,  upon  petition  of  William  A. 
Bancroft,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1906, 
chapter  463,  Part  1,  sections  49  to  55,  inclusive. 

Placed  on  file. 


EDGESTONE  ASSESSMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Acting 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  giving  the  cost  of 
construction  of  gravel  sidewalks  with  granite 
edgestones  along  both  sides  of  Williams  street, 
between  Washington  and  Forest  Hills  streets, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  schedule  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby-  assessed  the  amounts  set 
against  their  respective  names,  as  their  propor- 
tional parts  of  the  cost  of  construction  of  gravel 
sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones  in  front  of  their 
several  estates  on  said  street,  and  the  same  is 
ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given  to  the 
parties  as  aforesaid,  the  amount  being  $1,929.06. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CLERK  HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  list  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  certi- 
fying that  certain  persons  had  been  employed  in 
his  office  from  June  24  to  July  22,  and  that  work 
had  been  performed  to  the  amount  of  $3,510.96. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


^  MINORS'  LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  twentj-nine 
newsboys  and  four  vendors — recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Benjamin  Youngman,  Arnold  B.  Cro.^by, 
Helen  M.  Hoag  and  Daniel  J.  Crowley,  Weighers 
of  Coal,  and  Arnold«B.  Crosby  to  be  a  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark,  severally  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation. 

Committee,  Coun.  Coulthurst  and  Smith.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business  No.  2.  viz.: 

2.  James  R.  MuHjhy  fo  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  .\ppeal  for  the  term  ending  July  31,  1917. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


JUNE    23,    1912. 
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CLAIMS. 
Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  followini;;: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Peter  Mclntyre 
(referred  July  8)  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  dogs — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Peter  Mclntyre  the  sum  of  four  dollars  ($4)  in 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  hens  killed  by  dogs 
December  1,  1911,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the 
income  from  dog  licenses. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  Fallon 
(referred  June  10)  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  while  employed  at  Suffolk  County  Jail 
— recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

(Acting  as  County  Commissioners.) 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paiil  to 
Thomas  Fallon  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars 
($800)  for  expense  incurred  by  him  owing  to  injury 
received  while  performing  his  duties  as  a  jail  officer 
of  the  county  of  Suffolk  in  March,  lOll,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of 
Suffolk,  Jail. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  July. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


COST   OF   FILTERING    SEWERAGE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  suggest  to  the 
Council  a  rough  plan  and  approximate  cost  of 
filtering  the  sewerage  now  pumped  into  the 
harbor. 

Coun,  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
order  ought  to  be  referred  to  some  committee  in 
order  that  the  Council  nuiy  go  into  it  very  care- 
fully. I  would  like,  however,  to  say  one  word 
before  reference  is  made.  At  the  town  meeting 
in  South  Boston  last  winter  nine-tenths  of  tfie 
discussion  was  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
dumps  and  of  the  harbor  there,  owing  to  the 
emptying  of  the  sewage  into  the  harbor.  At  that 
time  1  made  a  mental  resolve  to  look  into  the 
question  at  my  earliest  convenience.  I  was 
enabled  to  go  to  Baltimore  a  week  ago  last  Sunday 
and  there  saw  the  modern  filtration  plant  for 
their  sewage  which  has  cost  millions  of  dollars, 
but  which  is  doing  the  work  most  effectively.  It 
has  now  been  in  operation  some  seven  months 
and  is  giving  perfect  satisfaction.  Coming  back 
to  Boston  I  talked  with  Mr.  Hugh  Bancroft,  the 
head  of  the  new  commis.sion  for.  the  development 
of  the  harbor,  and  he  said  it  was  his  opinion  that 
something  must  be  done  in  the  immediate  future 
to  take  care  of  the  sewage  entering  Boston  Harbor. 
I  therefore  drew  this  order,  that  we  migfit  have 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  a  rough 
plan  of  what  he  considered  to  be  the  best  way  of 
treating  that  sewage  and  also  a  rough  estimate 
of  the  expense.  This  is  only  to  start  the  subject. 
Of  course,  it  will  necessarily  have  to  be  gone  into 
in  great  detail,  both  as  to  expense  and  plan.  It 
strikes  me,  without  knowing  much  about  the 
subject,  that  the  plant  they  have  at  Baltimore  is 
the  best.  We  have'  at  Squantum  a  ledge  owned  by 
the  city  that  has  been  unused  for  years.  We 
could  get  out  there  the  trap  rock  necessary  for  th» 
filter  bed.  At  Baltimore  they  use  rook  entirely, 
no  sand  or  gravel.  We  have  plenty  of  island  space 
in  the  harbor  for  the  construction  of  such  filter 
beds,  where  they  would  not  create  a  nuisance. 
It  is  po.ssible  that  the  by-products  from  such  filter 
beds  would  in  part  pay  for  the  expense,  but  cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  expense,  no  matter  how  great, 
sooner  or  later  must  be  incurred,  because  the  con- 
dition of  the  harbor  is  steadily  growing  wor.se.  It 
is  a  menace  not  only  to  health  but  to  the  bath- 
ing conditions  at  L  street  and  other  places.  It 
actually  takes  the  paint  off  the  boats  in  the 
harbor.  I  think  the  subject  ought  to  be  gone  into 
at  the  earliest  possible  date.  That  is  why  I  have 
introduced  this  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  this  matter  is 
already  receiving  attention  at  the  hands  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Representative  Hickey  of  Ward 
14  during  the  past  session  of   the  Legislature  suc- 


ceeded in  having  a  bill  pa.s.sed  calling  upon  the 
Commonwealth  to  make  this  very  invest  igal  ion 
that  has  been  referred  to.  The  state  ai)propiiated 
a  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  and  that 
money  is  to  be  spent  during  the  current  year  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  report  is 
to  be  made  of  the  results  of  the  investigation  to  the 
next  Legislature.  So  this  is  not  a  matter  that  is 
sleeping  or  that  is  lying  in  abeyance.  The  Com- 
monwealth is  alive  to  its  importance;  in  fact,  we 
all  are.  However,  Isee  no  objection  to  this  order, 
Mr.  President. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


SIDEWALK   ORDERS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Armandine  street,  between 
Washington  street  and  Milton  avenue.  Ward  24, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  H  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and 
to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the 
Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  KENNY  olTered  an  order — That  the 
Conmii.ssioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  D  street,  between  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Old  Colony  avenue.  Ward  13,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built, 
of  gravel  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  the  pay  roll  of  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  (referred  to-day),  amounting  to 
$3,510.90 — recommending  approval  of  the  same. 

Report  accepted;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


liECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  1.55  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  McDonald,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  4.25  p.  m. 


REPAIRS   ON    "VIGILANT." 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

July  23,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  on  May 
18,  1912,  recommended  the  rebuilding  of  the  Health 
Department  steamer  "Vigilant"  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $13,000.  This  estimate  was  based  upon 
the  work  outlined  in  the  report  of  Robert  H. 
Frazer,  consulting  engineer,  which  was  transmitted 
to  the  City  Council  by  the  commission  on  May 
18,  1912.  The  plans  on  which  bids  were  received 
called  for  work  in  addition  to  that  outlined  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  Frazer,  and  the  lowest  bid  received 
wa.s  for  $14,450,  or  $1,4.50  more  than  the  original 
estimate  sent  to  the  City  Council  by  the  Finance 
Commission.  The  additional  work,  however,  will 
require  this  additional  sum,  and  the  commission 
recommends  that  it  be  appropriated. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 
by  John  A.  Sullivan, 
Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Rejjort  on  messiige  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  transferring  the 
sum  of  $2,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  steamer  "Vigilant,"  Repairs — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  order  is  to 
increase  an  appropriation  of  $13,000  to  repair  the 
"Vigilant."  The  Finance  Commission  some  time 
ago,  in  a  communication  to  this  Council,  reported 
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in  favor  of  the  Quarantine  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  being  tal^en  over  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment. I  introduced  an  order  some  time  ago  in 
favor  of  this,  and  the  matter  is  now  being  con- 
sidered by  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Tfiey,  I  understand,  are  in  favor  of  the  state  taking 
over  the  Quarantine  Department  rather  than  the 
federal  government,  believing  that  action  can  be 
taken  more  quicfeiy  in  that  ^  way  than  if  it  is 
influenced  by  red  tape  at  Washington.  Now,  if  we 
are  going  to  fix  up  the  "Vigilant"  and  at  the  same 
time  ask,  as  the  Finance  Commission  recommend, 
that  the  federal  government  take  over  the 
Quarantine  Department,  are  we  not  really  wasting 
just  that  amount  of  money?  Wouldn't  it  be  better 
to  pass  on  the  first  question,  whether  the  Quaran- 
tine Department  shall  be  taken  over  by  the  federal 
or  the  state  government,  before  we  go  ahead  and 
appropriate  $15,000  for  this  defunct  steamer? 
The  boat  is  really  hardly  worth  repairing.  There 
has  been  a  sharp  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
Mayor  and  the  Finance  Commission  as  to  whether 
we  ought  to  repair  the  boat  or  buy  a  new  boat.  To 
expend  this  money  at  this  time  seems,  under  the 
circumstances,  like  a  waste  of  money.  I  shall  vote 
against  this  increase  in  the  appropriation  largely 
because  I  think  we  ought  to  first  deal  with  the  other 
question,  whether  the  federal  or  the  state  govern- 
ment should  take  over  the  Quarantine  Department. 
I  trust  that  the  Council  will  look  at  the  matter  in 
the  same  way  and  will  defer  action  upon  this  order 
until  we  have  taken  up  that  other  matter  to 
which  I  have  referred  and  heard  from  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  regard  to  it. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  in  regard  to 
this  matter  now  before  the  Council,  it  is  Very 
evident  that  the  steamer  "Vigilant"  as  she  is  to-day 
is  worthless,  should  not  be  used  at  all;  that  she  is 
dangerous  to  those  who  do  use  her.  Furthermore, 
it  is  very  evident  that,  on  the  strength  of  a  vote 
passed  by  this  Council,  bids  were  asked  for  and 
were  presented,  and  this  $2,000  is  simply  to  cover 
the  amount  of  $15,000  named  by  the  lowest  bidder, 
our  original  order  having  provided  for  but  $1.3,000. 
The  Finance  Commission  passed  on  this  propo- 
sition over  a  year  ago.  As  the  councilor  has 
said,  there  has  been  a  sharp  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  we  should  have  a  new  boat. 
We  have  voted  to  repair  the  steamer  "Vigilant." 
Assuming  that  we  do  not  do  so,  what  will  be  the 
situation?  We  will  have  to  spend  money  in  hiring 
new  boats  to  answer  the  same  purpose.  It  is  very 
clear,  also,  that  if  we  are  obliged  to  hire  steamers 
it  will  be  a  source  of  expense;  and  even  assuming 
that  the  change  that  the  gentleman  refers  to  takes 
place,  a  substantial  length  of  time  must  elapse 
before  the  change  referred  to  ripens  into  maturity. 
Accordingly  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the  best  economy 
to  spend  this  money  now,  to  repair  the  boat  and 
put  it  in  good  condition.  Then  eventually,  if  the 
change  referred  to  takes  place,  the  City  of  Boston 
will  in  my  opinion  be  compensated  for  the  amount 
expended.     Therefore  I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  it  is  true  that 
the  "Vigilant"  is  ill-suited  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  is  being  used.  The  boat  is  too  narrow  for  sea- 
way; it  rolls  too  much  to  approach  incoming 
steamers  safely.  That  is  the  statement  of  the 
captain  himself.  It  has  no  sleeping  quarters  for 
the  men.  As  Coun.  Collins  knows,  the  men  used  to 
sleep  on  Deer  Island  in  quarters  right  near  the 
wharf.  For  a  year  they  have  been  refused  those 
quarters  and  have  been  obliged  to  sleep  on  the 
boat  itself,  the  engineer  sleeping  on  nothing  but  a 
bench  close  to  his  engine,  between  two  doors.  The 
boat  is  not  suited  for  the  men  to  live  upon,  it  is 
not  suited  to  the  work  it  is  required  to  do,  and  it 
seems  to  me  poor  policy  for  us  to  fix  up  this  boat, 
which  is  not  adapted  to  the  work. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  why  he  did  not  make 
this  argument  when  the  original  appropriation 
came  up,  and  not  make  the  belated  argument  at 
the  present  time,  on  a  hot  summer  afternoon? 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  was  not  present 
at  the  meeting  when  the  original  appropriation 
came  up,  I  believe.  I  may  be  mistaken  in  that, 
however.  It  does  seem  to  me,  however,  a,  mistake 
to  put  $15,000  into  a, boat  ill-suited  for  the  purpose, 
which  will  not  accommodate  the  men  with  sleeping 
quarters  and  which  may  not  be  taken  Over  by  the 
government,  federal  or  state,  if  they  should  take 
over  the  quarantine  station.  They  might  think 
that  the  boat  now  used  is  unfit  for  the  purpose, 
that  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  them,  and  they  might 
leave  it  on  the  hands  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Under 
the  circumstances,  isn't  it  a  mistake  to  go  ahead 


and  commit  ourselves  to  a  $15,000  expenditure  of 
this  kind?  I  appeal  especially  to  the  councilor 
who  has  just  spoken  on  the  matter.  Isn't  it  a  mis- 
take to  do  so  when  we  might  await  the  report  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  when  the  matter  has 
been  treated  by  the  Finance  Commission  in  a 
special  report  to  this  body,  and  when  we  might 
really  save  to  the  City  of  Boston  not  only  this 
$15,000  but  the  entire  cost  of  the  Quarantine 
Department?  There  is  no  other  city  in  the  country 
where  the  expense  of  the  Quarantine  Department 
is  borne  entirely  by  the  city.  There  are  two  other 
large  cities  where  it  is  borne  partly  by  the  state 
and  partly  b3'  the  city,  while  in  the  remaining 
large  seaports  of  the  country  the  expense  is  borne 
entirely  by  the  federal  government.  We  are 
endeavoring  as  a  city  to  shoulder  upon  the  state 
all  expenses  which  the  state  should  legitimately 
bear.  This  afternoon,  in  conference  with  the 
Mayor,  we  were  asked  to  shoulder  upon  the  state 
the  expense  of  the  Fenway  stream,  because  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  claim  it  as  their 
property.  We  are  undertaking  to  get  highways 
maintained  and  built  in  this  cit>'  at  the  expense  of 
the  Highway  Department  of  this  state.  If  that  is 
our  general  policy,  where  a  thing  is  really  a  bene- 
fit to  the  state  to  have  the  state  bear  the  expense, 
why  doesn't  it  apply  to  this  Quarantine  Depart- 
ment? We  are  asking  the  state  to  expend  money  to 
develop  Boston  Harbor,  and  surely  the  Quarantine 
Department  is  just  as  much  a  state  matter  as  the 
development  of  Boston  Harbor.  We  cannot  only 
avoid  this  $15,000  expenditure  in  this  body  but 
the  entire  expense  of  a  Quarantine  Department, 
possibly.  While  that  matter  is  pending,  while  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  is  looking  into  it,  when 
the  Finance  Commission  has  actually  reported  in 
favor  of  it,  it  seems  to  me  a  mistake  to  go  ahead 
with  this  vote. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  1,  Coun. 
SMITH  voting  nay. 

(2)  Report  on.  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  that  under  the 
terms  of  chapter  574  of  the  Acts  of  1912  the  Fire 
Commissioner  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
grant  pensions  to  be  paid  from  theappropriation 
for  the  Fire  Department  to  the  persons  designated 
in  that  act — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  pas-sed. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  INIayor  and  commu- 
nication from  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds 
{referred  to-day)  giving  estimate  of  cost  and 
providing  a  sufficient  number  of  settees  for  the 
public  near  the  Parkman  memorial  bandstand  on 
Boston  Common — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  and  communication 
placed  on,  file. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  commu- 
nication from  Police  Commissioner  (referred 
to-dajO  furnishing  information  in  regard  to  the 
instructions  and  conduct  of  the  members  of  the 
Police  Department  during  the  present  strike  of 
employees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Coni- 
pany — that  the  message  and  communication  be 
placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  and  communication 
placed  on  file. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  commu- 
nication from  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds 
(referred  to-day)  submitting  assessed  value  of 
40,000  feet  of  land  adjoining  the  standpipe  at  High 
Fort  Playground,  Fort  avenue,  Roxbury — recom- 
mending reference  of  same  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested  to 
submit  a  rough  plan  and  approximate  cost  of 
filtering  the  sewerage  now  pumped  into  the  harbor 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(7)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms — that  per- 
mits be  granted,  viz.: 

Max  H.  Lefkovich,  34  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 
Morris  Finkelstein,  48  Pleasant  street.  Ward  7. 
Reports  accepted;    permits  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALL.\NTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  4.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  12,  1912. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.. 
President    ATTRIDGE   in    the   chair.      Absent— 
Coun.  Hale  and  Kenny. 

The   Clerk   read   the   call   for  the   meeting,   as 
follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  9,  1912. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

You   are   hereby   requested   to   assemble  in   the 
City   Council   Chamber,   City   Hall,   on   Monday, 
August  12,  1912,  at  3  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering an  appropriation  for  the  Assessing  Depart- 
ment,  and   other   appropriations,  and   such   other 
business  as  may  properly  come  before  the  meeting. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


LEASING  OF  DORCHESTER  CLUB  ROOMS. 
-  The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  24,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  8, 
chapter  486,  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  you  are  hereby 
notified  tJiat  a  contract  is  proposed  between  the 
City  of  Boston  and  the  Dorchester  Club.  The 
proposed  contract  consists  of  the  leasing  of  certain 
rooms  in  the  building  owned  by  the  Dorchester 
Club  to  the  City  of  Boston  to  be  used  by  the  Park 
Department. 

As  I  am  a  member  of  and  a  holder  of  bonds  in 
the  Dorchester  Club,  and  as  the  proposed  lease 
has  been  presented  for  my  signature  in  behalf  of 
the  city,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  spirit,  if  not 
the  letter  of  said  statute,  I  am  sending  you  this 
notification  and  have  sent  a  similar  notification  to 
the  Boston  Finance  Commission. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  12,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Sub.iect  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  appoint  Elsworth  D.  Robbins  (26  Sever 
street.  Ward  4)  a  Weigher  of  Coal  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1913. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


RESIGNATIONS   OF   CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  12,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  have  this  day 
accepted  the  resignations  of  Joseph  Houghton 
(18  Pcrrin  street,  Ward  21)  and  George  H.  Nason 
(25  Rockville  park,  Ward  21)  from  the  office  of 
constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE   OF  PUMPS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works,   requesting  per- 


mission to  sell  one  old  Worthington  pump,  the 
property  of  the  Sewer  Service  of  the  department, 
at  the  pumping  station.  Calf  Pasture. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  granting  the  permission  desired. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

July  31,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  respectfully  request  than  an  order  be  pre- 
sented to  the  City  Council  for  permission  to  sell 
one  old  Worthington  pump,  the  property  of  the 
.Sewer  Service  of  this  department,  at  the  pumping 
station.  Calf  Pasture,  estimated  value  $1,400, 
to  be  credited  to  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Works  Department,  Sewer  and  Water  Division, 
Sewer  Service.  Having  installed  new  pumps 
with  greater  capacity,  the  department  has  now 
no  further  use  for  this  pump. 

Respectfully, 

L.  K.  ROURKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  to  the 
highest  bidder  one  ojd  Worthington  pump,  the 
property  of  the  Sewer  Service,  now  at  the  pumping 
station.  Calf  Pasture,  the  proceeds  of  said  sale 
to  be  credited  to  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Works  Department,  Sewer  and  Water  Division, 
iSewer  Service. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FIRE   APPARATUS,   ORIENT    HEIGHTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  31,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  an  order  of  the  City  Council  passed  at 
its  meeting  of  July  8,  1912,  that  he  inform  your 
honorable  body  whether  additional  fire  apparatus 
is  needed  in  the  Orient  Heights  district. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  Juiy  26,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  I  respectfully  return  the  following 
order,  passed  by  the  City  Council,  with  the  follow- 
ing report: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
this  bod^'  whether  an  additional  piece  of  fire 
apparatus  is  needed  in  the  Orient  Heights  district." 

I  personally  investigated  the  Orient  Heights 
section  and  find  that  the  farthest  building  is  about 
one  and  one-tenth  miles  from  the  nearest  engine 
house.  This  engine  house  is  equipped  with  a 
horse-drawn  steam  fire  engine,  a  horse-drawn 
ladder  truck,  and  a  motor  propelled  cornbination 
chemical  and  hose  wagon.  In  my  opinion  there 
is  not,  at  present,  sufficient  building  valuation 
to  warrant  the  erection  of  a  fire  station  in  the 
Orient  Heights  district.  In  order,  however,  to 
bring  better  fire  protection  to  that  section  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  .$l"i,000  now 
appropriated  for  a  fire  station  site  at  Orient 
Heights  be  transferred  to  the  account  for  the 
purchase  of  motor  apparatus,  and  that  a  motor 
propelled  pumping  engine  and  a  motor  propelled 
ladder  truck  be  installed  in  the  house  of  Engine  11 
in  place  of  the  horse-drawn  apparatus  there  now. 
Tliis  would  bring  the  Orient  Heights  section 
within  two  minutes  of  three  pieces  of  fire  apparatus, 
namely,  a  chemical,  a  pumping  engine  and  a  ladder 
truck,  all  motor  driven,  and  give  as  much  protection 
to  this  part  of  the  city  as  is  enjoyed  by  any  other 
part  of  East  Boston. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Charles  H.  Cole, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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REPAIR  OF  DORCHESTER  INTERCEPTING 

SEWER. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  31,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication,  dated  Julj' 
17,  1912,  received  from  the  Acting  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  at  that  time,  which  requests  an 
appropriation  of  $20,000  to  provide  for  the  repair 
of  the  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer.  As  the  con- 
ditions described  by  the  acting  commissioner  are 
serious,  I  believe  that  the  defects  which  he  points 
out  should  be  remedied.  I  recommend,  therefore, 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  loan  order  appro- 
priating $20,000  for  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

July  17,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  inclose  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Division  Engineer  of  the  Sewer  and  Water  Division 
calling  attention  to  the  defective  condition  of  the 
Dorche.ster  intercepting  sewer  in  private  land  east 
of  Dorchester  avenue  in  what  is  known  as  Glover's 
Corner. 

It  would  appear  that  in  the  original  construction 
of  this  work  there  must  have  been  some  very  faulty 
inspection.  It  is  very  apparent  that  it  will  require 
considerable  reconstruction  in  order  to  repair  the 
work  now  under  way. 

As  this  will  take  considerable  money  out  of  the 
maintenance  fund  (some  S20,000),  I  respectfully 
recommend  the  introduction  of  an  order  for  a 
special  appropriation  of  320,000  to  provide  for 
the  repair  of  the  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer, 
therebj'  helping  out  our  maintenance  fund,  which 
is  not  very  extensive  at  this  time. 
Yours  respectfullj-, 

James  M.  Sulliv.an, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  Service,  .July  15,  1912. 
To  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

The  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer  in  private 
land  east  of  Dorchester  avenue,  from  Hoyt  street 
northerly  to  the  crossing  of  the  Freeport  street 
brook  overflow,  was  built  by  contract  in  January, 
1887.  On  April  2,  1912,  this  sewer  was  found 
broken  in,  the  arch  having  been  entirely  destroyed 
for  a  distance  of  about  15  feet.  After  uncovering 
the  adjoining  portions,  the  .sewer  was  found  badly 
cracked  and  settled  for  a  distance  of  about  260 
feet  and  this  portion  is  now-  being  rebuilt  at  a 
probable  cost  of  $10,000. 

It  probably  will  be  found  necessary  to  rebuild 
still  more  of  this  sewer  when  additional  lengths 
are  uncovered  and  the  total  cost  may  reach  appro.^i- 
mately  S20,000. 

This  work  has  been  charged  up  to  the  present 
to  maintenance,  but  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to 
charge  so  large  a  sum  to  maintenance,  as  the 
trouble  here  is  due  to  original  bad  construction, 
and  it  is  therefore  not  an  ordinary  case  of  main- 
taining a  properly  built  sewer.  Moreover,  this 
work  was  unforeseen  at  the  time  of  making  up  the 
estimate  for  maintenance  and  is  so  large  that 
special  provision  should  be  made  for  it. 
Yours  very  truly, 

E.  S.  Dorr, 
Chief  Engineer  Sewer  Service. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897  and  chapter  204  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
(§20,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  .to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
,  of  Public  Works  for  Dorchester  Intercepting 
Sewer,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
issue  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


RECREATION   PIER,   EAST   BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  statement  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  in  reply 
to  a  request  from  the  City  Council,  contained  in 
an  order  passed  at  its  meeting  of  July  S,  that  the 
Park  Commissioners  submit  without  delaj'  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  providing  a  recreation  pier 
at  the  East  Boston  water  front  in  Ward  2. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Maj-or. 


City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

July  29,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Papers  relating  to  "a  recreation  pier 
on  the  East  Boston  water  front"  are  herewith 
returned. 

The  Park  Department  some  time  ago  advertised 
for  offers  of  land  for  a  playground  in  Ward  2  and 
carefully  searched  the  district  themselves  with  a 
view  to  purchase  within  the  appropriation,  which 
was  $50,000.  Between  the  ferries,  where  it  was 
urged  that  property  should  be  taken,  the  lots  are 
very  deep  from  the  water  to  the  nearest  street. 
It  was  .found  that  piers  with  their  approaches  (Jn 
the  water  front  between  the  ferries  are  valued  at 
between  S130,C0O  and  §160,000.  Perhaps  875,000 
might  buy  an  old  pier  and  dock  in  a  neighborhood 
not  far  removed,  but  even  this  would  require  a 
large  additional  expense  in  the  way  of  filling  and 
improvements.  In  short,  it  seemed  probable  that 
the  cost  of  a  finished  playground  of  the  kind  and  in 
the  position  desired  by  the  neighborhood  would 
easily  run  up  toward  the  sum  of  8200.000. 

At  a  public  hearing  March  22,  1912.  given  on 
this  subject,  at  which  you  were  present,  no  person 
showed  an  interest  in  a  water  front  playground 
either  at  Jeffries  Point  or  at  Chelsea  creek,  although 
a  good  site  could  probably  be  obtained  at  those 
places  for  a  reasonable  figure.  On  the  contrary, 
in  view  of  the  evident  serious  cost  of  a  w-ater  front 
playground  between  the  ferries,  the  testimony  at 
the  hearing  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  site  opposite 
the  gymnasium.  The  Park  Department  long  since 
askeci  the  Street  Commissioners  to  take  that  land. 
Since  then  no  new  appropriation  has  been  made 
for  an  East  Boston  playground  and  nothing  has 
occurred  to  change  the  statements  as  to  the  posi- 
tion and  cost  of  a  playground  on  the  water  front 
presented  by  the  Park  Commission  at  the  public 
hearing  on  the  subject  and  again  stated  above. 
Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Pe.\body,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


APPROPRIATIONS   FOR   VARIOUS 
MUNICIPAL   PURPOSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  12,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

As  you  are  aware,  the  policy  of  providing  for 
the  needs  of  the  city  from  funds  collected  immedi- 
ately by  taxation  instead  of  from  the  proceeds  of 
loans  has  been  greatly  extended  in  the  last  few 
years.  My  annual  address  to  the  City  Council 
this  jcar  rehearsed  the  more  conspicuous  perrna- 
nent  improvements  of  the  previous  year  which 
had  been  provided  from  tax  money.  During  the 
present  year  this  policy  has  been  continued,  as 
the  following  list  of  tax  appropriations  which 
would  formerly  have  been  loans  will  show: 

Lands  and  buildings  for  schools 8421,000  00 

Fire  Department,  auto  apparatus. .  .  .  50,000  00 

Fire  Department,  fire-alarm  service.  .  .  42.000  00 

Mortuary,  City  Hospital 9,000  00 

Bath   House,   Charlestown   (from  Re- 
serve Fund) 10.000  00 

Dorchester     North      Burial     Ground 

(from  Reserve  Fund) 12.000  00 
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Firo  .Station,  Oak  square  and  Faneuil 

section  (from  Reserve  Fund) $1G,000  00 

Braneli    Library,    Charlestown    (from 

Reserve  Fund) 12,200  00 

Orient  Heights  Playground  (from  Re- 
serve Fund) 5,000  00 


$577,200  00 

In  pursuance  of  this  policy  I  desire  to  submit  a 
number  of  needs  of  the  city  based  in  every  instance 
on  requests  fi'om  department  heads,  and  to  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  tax  orders. 

The  needs  of  the  Assessing  Department  as  set 
forth  in  the  letter  of  August  9,  1912,  appended 
hereto,  call  for  a  special  appropriation  of  $4,000, 
for  rebinding  records,  books  and  atlases.  Owing 
to  constant  use  b.v  the  public  these  volumes  are 
in  a  dilapidated  condition  and  the  time  has  come 
when,  in  my  judgment,  the  work  of  rebinding  ' 
them,  which  has  been  postponed  in  spite  of  pre- 
vious requests  from  the  department,  should  be 
undertaken.  The  assessors  also  require  about 
$11,000  for  the  various  needs  set  forth  in  the 
communication  of  their  chairman,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  all  of  the  items  are  reasonable  and 
necessary. 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
May  25,  1912,  I  recommended  the  passage  of  an 
order  transferring  from  the  Reserve  Fund  the 
sum  of  $10,070,  for  Copp's  Hill  Playground,  Shel- 
ter. The  original  appropriation  of  $28,500  for 
this  purpose  was  a  tax  order  and  rather  than 
deplete  the  Reserve  Fund  unnecessarily,  I  wisli 
to  withdraw  the  previous  order  recommended  Ijy 
me  at  the  meeting  of  March  25,  substituting  the 
tax  order  recommended  herewith. 

The  accompanying  letter  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Park  Commissioners  under  date  of  May  2a, 
1912,  points  out  the  necessity  of  sanitary  accom- 
modations for  the  large  number  of  persons,  espe" 
eiall.v  young  children,  who  use  the  Prince  Street 
Playground.  I  have  investigated  this  matter 
thoroughly  and  believe  that  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
wliich  the  Park  Commissioners  estimate  will  be 
necessary  for  a  suitable  building,  could  hardly  be 
spent  to  better  advantage. 

I  transmit  also  communications  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  under 
date  of  ,Tune  24  and  July  15;  from  Mr.  John 
Parkin.son  under  date  of  July  12,  and  from  Mr. 
John  C.  Kiley  under  date  of  July  18.  This 
correspondence  has  reference  to  the  proposed 
leasing  and  improvement  for  playground  purposes 
of  a  lot  comprising  about  ten  acres  of  land  on 
Forest  Hills  street.  I  agree  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  and  with  Mr. 
Kiley,  that  the  rental  named,  which  is  merely 
equivalent  to  the  annual  taxes,  is  a  moderate  one, 
and  that  if  the  sum  of  $1,000  wore  expended  in 
improvements  the  property  would  furni.sh  the 
young  people  of  thi.-i  neighborhood  with  an  excellent 
playground.  While  I  should  be  averse  to  expend- 
ing a  larger  sum  than  this  on  land  which  is  not  the 
property  of  the  city,  there  seems  little  likelihood 
that  the  city  will  be  dispossessed  from  its  occu- 
pancy of  this  tract  for  several  years  to  come.  With 
the  cost  of  the  improvements  distributed  over  the 
probable  period  of  tenancy  the  rental  is  an  exceed- 
ingly moderate  one,  and  the  playground  needs  of 
the  district  will  be  supplied  for  a  very  reasonable 
outlay.  I  recommend,  therefore,  the  pas.sage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
March  25,  1912,  I  transmitted  a  request  from  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  $15,000  to  cover  the  cost  of  a  corps  of  play- 
ground superintendents.  As  enlightened  modern 
practice  re<iuires  complete  supervision  of  play- 
grounds in  order  that  they  may  be  maintained 
with  the  utmost  efliciency  1  instructed  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  to  institute  the  policy 
n^commended  by  tliem  at  the  beginning  of  the 
summer  season,  and  have  no  doubt  that  the  City 
Comicil  will  agree  with  me  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
granting  the  sum  required  for  this  purpose. 

On  June  24,  1912,  the  City  Council  rejected 
without  piejudice  a  loan  order  appropriating  $8,000 
for  temporary  public  landings,  which  I  had  recom- 
mended at  the  meeting  of  June  10,  1912.  Your 
honorable  body  intimated  that  in  its  opinion  this 
appropriation  should  be  met  from  taxes  and  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  accept  your  point  of  view 
rather  than  defer  indefinitely  so  urgent  an  improve- 
ment. 

The  accomj)anying  letter,  under  date  of  July  20, 
1912,    from   the   Acting   Commissioner  of   Public 


Works,  points  out  that  the  original  appropriation 
of  $75,000  for  Union  Park  street  barely  covers 
the  cost  of  damages,  leaving  no  funds  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  roadway.  .As  the  roadway  is 
estimated  to  cost  about  .$13,000  the  acting  com- 
missioner requests  an  appropriation  of  this  amount 
in  order  that  the  work  may  go  forward.  Your 
honorable  body  will,  I  am  convinced,  see  the 
necessity  of  immediate  action  on  this  order. 

For  more  than  a  year  the  Art  Commission-  has 
been  at  work  upon  a  design  for  a  tablet  to  be  erected 
on  the  Common  for  the  purpose  of  commemorating 
in  a  formal  manner  the  origin  and  history  of  that 
famous  public  ground.  It  has  at  last  fixed  upon 
the  design  represented  by  the  accompanying 
model.  A  small  photograph,  which  is  also  attached 
hereto,  indicates  the  location  of  the  monument 
when  erected  as  proposed  against  the  Park  street 
fence,  not  far  from  Tremont  street.  I  believe 
that  such  a  monumental  tablet  is  entirely  proper 
and  that  the  design  recommended  by  the  Art 
Commission  is  a  meritorious  one.  I  recommend, 
therefore,  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders 
appropriating  the  sum  of  $2,000  from  the  income  of 
the  Phillips  Street  Fund  and  $1,000  from  taxes 
for  a  monumental  tablet  on  Boston  Common.  A 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Art  Commission, 
giving  the  estimated  cost  as  $3,000,  is  appended 
hereto. 

At  the  present  time  the  Reserve  Fund  amounts 
to  about  $148,000.  There  is  already,  however, 
evidence  that  the  various  institutional  depart- 
ments of  the  city  will  feel  the  pressure  of  advancing 
prices,  and  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  make 
transfers  from  this  fund  at  the  end  of  the  year 
to  make  good  deficits  which  in  .some  in.stances 
are  already  in  sight.  Orders  of  court  and  other 
emergencies  are  always  to  be  expected,  and  I 
believe  the  Reserve  Fund  should  be  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  the  amount  recommendecl 
herewith. 

Two  tax  orders  are  now  before  your  honorable 
body  and  in  my  opinion  should  be  passed  without 
delay.  The  first  is  an  order  appropriating  $25,000 
for  street  trees.  The  policy  of  beautifying  our 
streets  by  annual  appropriations  for  shade  trees, 
which  was  begun  last  year,  ought  not,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  abandoned,  and  I  trust  there  will 
be  no  hesitation  on  the  part  of  your  honorable 
body  in  making  this  appropriation  before  it  becomes 
too  late  to  use  any  of  the  money  during  the  present 
season.  The  needs  of  the  John  Winthrop  Play- 
ground were  set  forth  in  my  message  of  June  24, 
1912,  with  the  accompanying  statement  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Park  Department,  and  I  am 
given  to  imderstand  that  without  the  further 
appropriation  of  $8,500  herein  recommended  the 
playground  cannot  be  put  in  condition  for  use. 

The  total  of  the  new  appropriations  recom- 
mended, with  the  last  two  which  are  now  in  com- 
mittee, amounts  to  $202,735.  I  hope  that  definite 
action  will  be  taken  upon  all  of  them  at  this 
meeting. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

(Inclosures.) 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

May  23,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston; 
Dear  Sir, — Your  secretary,  Mr.  Leahy,  will 
report  to  you  how,  according  to  your  instructions, 
he  has  visited  the  Prince  Street  Playground,  with 
iVIr.  Shea  and  myself,  and  has  inspected  the  oppor- 
tunities for  using  the  toilet  rooms,  either  of  the 
school  or  of  the  bath  house  for  the  little  children, 
who  in  great  numbers  frequent  the  Prince  Street 
Pla.vground. 

It  appeared  to  us  that  any  such  use  of  the  ad- 
joining buildings  was  entirely  impracticable,  and 
I  think  Mr.  Leahy  will  explain  to  you  how  irnpera- 
tive  is  the  necessity  of  the  little  building  in  the 
piece  of  ground  that  is  recessed  from  the  general 
playground  and  that  forms  a  corner  between  the 
Paul  Revere  School  and  the  bath  house,  which  at 
present  we  find  it  very  difficult  to  care  for. 

To  make  a  proper  sanitary  building  and  tool 
room  at  this  point  would  cost  about  $5,000,  and  we 
hope  you  may  make  it  possible  for  us  to  have  this 
amount  to  spend  for  this  purpose. 

Yours  truly, 
RoDKRT  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 


212 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

June  24,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  Inclosed  herewith  is  a  petition  from 
various  residents  of  Jamaica  Plain  asking  for 
facilities  for  playing  baseball.  Also  herewith 
inclosed  is  a  letter  from  John  Parkinson  offering 
the  use  of  some  ten  acres  of  land  on  Forest  Hills 
street  for  use  by  the  city  as  a  playground  until 
the  owner  can  sell  it,  if  the  city  will  assume  the 
taxes  and  take  care  of  the  property.  There  are 
two  parcels  of  this  property.  Mr.  Parkinson  says 
that  the  taxes  last  year  were  about  $575.  On  the 
large  lot  we  can  easily  place  two  diamonds  and  the 
small  lot  would  be  very  suitable  for  a  children's 
plaj'ground.  The  grading  of  the  large  lot  our 
superintendent  estimates  would  cost  about  $450, 
and  backstops  and  other  necessary  work  $250. 
To  develop  the  small  lot  will  cost  $300.  The  total 
initial  outlay  besides  the  tax  wovild  thus  be  about 
$1,000.  We  think  this  is  a  very  desirable  oppor- 
tunity and  one  that  the  city  should  avail  of  because 
the  neighborhood  is  thickly  peopled  and  there 
is  no  near  playground.  Can  you  furnish  us  with 
the  funds  (about  $1,000)  for  putting  both  lots  in 
order  for  play  and  the  sum  of  about  $575  to  pay 
the  annual  taxes?  If  so,  we  should  very  much 
like  to. accept  Mr.  Parkinson's  offer. 

Yours  very  truly, 
RoBEHT  S.  Peabodt,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

July  15,  1912. 
Hon.  .lohn  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Attached  hereto  please  find  letter 
received  from  Mr.  John  Parkinson  relative  to  the 
occupation  of  his  lands  near  Forest  Hills  station 
for  a  playground.  We  think  that  this  generous 
proposition  of  his  should  commend  it.self  to  you. 
The  needed  expenditure  on  the  land  will  Ije,  as  we 
have  written  you,  not  a  large  sum,  and  we  believe 
that  the  land  will  be  extremely  useful  as  a  play- 
ground. It  is  over  one-half  a  mile  from  this  spot 
to  either  the  playing  fields  in  Franklin  Park  or  the 
proposed  Carolina  Avenue  Playground  and  farther 
still  to  the  Forest  Hills  Playground.  The  accept- 
ance of  Mr.  Parkinson's  proposition  will  furnish 
a  large  playground  for  a  thickly  populated  region 
at  the  very  slightest  possible  cost,  so  we  hope  you 
will  make  it  possible  to  accept  it  all  as  described  in 
our  previous  letter  on  this  subject  to  you. 
Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Bourne,  Mass.,  .Tuly,12,  1912. 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Esq., 

Chairman  Park  Commissioners,  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  9th  inst.  is  at  hand. 
I  agree  with  the  Mayor  that  there  should  be  some 
assurance  on  my  part  that  I  will  not  sell  the  land  on 
Forest  Hills  street  within  a  year.  I  will  agree  that 
in  case  the  city  takes  the  land  for  a  playground,  and 
pays  the  taxes,  if  I  should  sell  the  land  within  three 
years  from  the  time  of  taking  it,  I  will  repay  to 
your  department  the  taxes  that  you  may  have 
paid  during  that  period  of  three  years. 

Trusting  that  this  may  be  satisfactory  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  I  am. 

Yours  truly, 

John  Parkinson. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  IS,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  letter  of  July  15 
from  Mr.  Robert  S.  Peabody,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department,  returned  to  you  herewith,  I  recom- 
mend that  you  approve  the  proposed  lease  of  the 
land  owried  by  ,lohn  Parkinson  on  Forest  Hills 
and  Williams  streets,  Jamaica  Plain,  to  be  u.secl 
for  a  playground. 

Mr.  Parkinson  is  willing  to  lease  the  land  tb  the 
city  for  three  years,  the  rent  to  equal  the  annual 
taxes,  and  in  case  the  property  is  sold  within  that 
time  he  will  repay  to  the  Park  Department  the 
rent  that  has  been  paid  during  the  period  of  occu- 
pancy. This  will  mean  that  the  Park  Department 
will  control  an  area  almost  equal  to  10  acres,  which 
can  be  put  into  condition  for  between  $1,000  and 


$2,000.  The  market  for  land  is  very  poor  in  this 
vicinity,  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  great  many  years 
before  it  is  sold. 

Very  truly  yours, 
-    John  C.  Kilet,  Real  Estate  Appraiser. 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  July  20,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  find  on  going  over  the  matter  of  the  construc- 
tion of  Union  Park  street  that  the  original  appro- 
priation of  $75,000  is  not  going  to  cover  the  cost 
of  damages  in  the  construction  of  the  roadway, 
and  it  appears  that  already  the  bulk  of  this  money 
has  been  awarded  by  the  .Street  Commissioners, 
leaving  only  a  few  dollars  remaining  of  the  original 
appropriation. 

As  the  construction  of  the  roadway  would  cost 
in  the  vicinity  of  $1.3,000,  it  is  necessary  that  an 
additional  appropriation  be  made,  as  the  auditor 
will  not  permit  the  cost  of  this  construction  to  be 
charged  against  the  ".393"  appropriation.  There- 
fore I  call  this  matter  to  your  attention  in  order 
that  you  may  take  some  action  thereon  before  the 
w'ork  of  con.struetion  begins. 
Respectfully, 

James  H.  Sullivan, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  August  9,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, —  In  making   our  estimate   for  the  amount 
necessary  for  this  department  for  the  year  1912-13, 

we  asked  for .$186,498  59 

And  were  allowed 181,000  00 

Leaving  a  difference  of ~. $5,498  59 

We  feel  that  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have 
this  amount  to  carrj-  on  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment properly. 

Since  asking  for  this  appropriation  it 
became  necessary  to  establish  two 
new  districts  in  the  business  section, 
and  one  was  made  in  Ward  6  and  one 
in  Ward  7.  The  expenditures  for 
these  two  districts  would  be  $1,500 

each $3,000  00 

For  new  books  and  clerical  work 200  00 

We  also  recommended  an  increase  in  sal- 
ary for  Margaret  M.  Walsh  from  $900 
to  $1,000;  estimating  this  for  one-half 
of  the  financial  year  would    be.  .  .  .  50  00 

We  al.so  recommended  an  increase  in  sal- 
ary' for  James  Roster  from  $1,500  to 
$1,800;  estimating  this  for  one-half  of 

the  financial  year  would  be 150  00 

We  also  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  put 
a  man  in  charge  of  the  vault  and  office 
clerks  at  an  expenditure  of  $300  per 
year;  estimating  this  for  one-half  of 

the  financial  year  would  be 150  00 

The  City  Collector  has  requested  this  depart- 
ment to  furnish  a  cop^■  of  our  tax  books  in  place 
of  the  manuscript  which  we  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  furnishing.  We  believe  this  is  a  desir- 
able proposition,  but  are  not  willing  to  undertake 
this  work,  as  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  doing  it  on 
the  present  appropriation.  It  would  require  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $2,000. 

We  would  like  to  suggest  that  a  special  appro- 
priation of  $4,000  be  made  for  the  rebinding  of 
records,  books  and  atlases.  This  work  should  be 
completed  prior  to  moving  into  the  new  quarters 
and  is  very  necessary. 
Difference  between  estimate  and  allow-- 

ance $5,498  59 

Two  new  districts  established  at  $1,500 

•  each 3,000  00 

Clerical  work  and  new  books,  account 

new  districts 200  00 

Increase    in    saiary    of    Margaret    M. 

Walsh ■ 50  00 

Increase  in  salary  of  James  Roster 150  00 

Man  in  charge  of  vault  and  office  clerks,  150  00 

Rebinding  records,  books  and  atlases .  .       4,000  00 
Furnishing  collector  with  cop.v  of    tax 
books    in    place    of    manuscripts    as 
heretofore 2,000  00 

Total $15,048  59 

Respectfull.v, 
John  J.  Murphy,  Chairman. 


AUGUST    12,    1912. 
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City  of  Bowtt)n, 
Art  Coimiiission,  June  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Over  a  year  ago  your  Honor  and 
the  City  Council  olireeted  the  Art  Coininission 
to  place  a  tablet  vipon  Boston  Common  to  indicate 
its  origin  and  purpose.  It  has  been  difficult  to 
select  the  spot,  the  design  and  the  inscription 
suitable  to  this  important  end  in  accord  with 
the  dignity  and  simplicity  of  the  Common.  The 
Art  Commission  has  done  so. 

A  suitable  monumental  tablet  will  cost,  accord- 
ing to  careful  and  reduced  estimates,  $3,000,  and 
the  commission  respectfully  asks  your  Honor  to 
approve  of  this  expenditure. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  CooLiDGE,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  sums  of  money  hereinafter 
specified  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated  for  the 
objects  and  purpo.ses  hereinafter  stated,  that  said 
8ums  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount  so  appro- 
priated, and  be  raised  by  tax  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all 
orders  heretofore  passed  relating  to  taxes  and  the 
interest  thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided 
for. 
Assessing      Department,      additional, 

eleven  thousand  dollars. .Ill ,000  00 

Assessing  Department ,  Uebinding  Rec- 
ords, Books  and  Atlases,  four  thou- 
sand dollars 4,000  00 

Copp's  Hill  Playground,  Shelter,  ten 
thousand  six  hundred  seventy  dol- 
lars        10,070  00 

Park  Department,  Prince  Street  Play- 
ground, Sanitary  Building,  five  thou- 
sand dollars 5,000  00 

Park  Department,  Parkinson  Estate, 
Renfal   and    Improvements,    fifteen 

hundred  sixty-five  dollars 1,,')0")  00 

Park  Department.  Playground  Super- 
intendents, fifteen  thousand  dollars,       15,000  00 
Public  Works  Department.  Temporary 
Public  Landings,  eight  tho\isand  dol- 
lars          8,000  00 

Union  Park  Street,  Widening  of,  thir- 
teen thousand  dollars 13,000  00 

Art  Commission,  Monumental  Tablet, 
Boston  Common,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars          1,000  00 

Reserve  Fund,  one  hundred  thousand 

dollars 100,000  00 


$109,235  00 


Referred  to  the  E.\ecutive  Committee. 


PLANS    FOR   SCHOOL   STADIUM. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  8,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

For  several  months  I  have  been  in  consultation 
with  the  Park  Commissioners  and  the  officers  of 
the  Municipal  .\thletic  Association  on  the  subject 
of  a  stadium  for  games  in  the  section  of  the  Back 
Bay  Fens,  between  Audubon  road  and  the  Fenwa.v, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Art  Mu.seum  and  Sim- 
mons College.  This  is  a  central  location,  close  to 
the  new  High  School  of  Commerce  and  not  far 
from  the  English  High  School  and  the  Boys'  Latin 
School.  The  land  costs  the  city  nothing  and,  at 
present,  is  mother  useful  nor  especially  ornamental. 
Mr.  A.  Robeson  .Sargent,  who  has  prepared  plans 
for  a  stadium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  11,500, 
estimates  the  cost  at  about  $200,000,  but  this 
figure  may  b<^  modified  by  further  studies. 

In  my  opinion  the  manifold  uses  to  which  such 
a  structure  m;i.v  be  put  justify  the  city  in  appro- 
priating a  small  sum  for  conducting  further  investi- 
gations. The  high  school  stadium  in  Tacoma, 
Washington,  is  one  of  the  features  of  that  city. 
and  with  the  recent  increase  of  interest  in  school 
h.vgiene  and  properly  regulated  sport,  I  believe 
that  a  similar  structure  would  be  the  crown  of  our 
entire  pla.vground  system.  The  Parkman  F»nd 
is  available  for  this  purpo.se,  and  I  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompan.ving  order  appropriating 
$2,000  from  the  income  of  that  fund  for  Stadium, 
Plans  and  Estimates. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars 
(182,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  from  the 
income  of  the  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, for  Stadium,  Plans  and  Estimates. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  12,  1912. 
To  the  Cit.v  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  hold 
July  8,  1912,  I  transmitted  correspondence  refer- 
ring to  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Massachusetts  avenue  and 
Kenmore  street. 

Since  then  a  petition,  signed  by  property  owners 
on  the  southerly  .side  of  Commonwealth  avenue, 
between  Massachusetts  avenue  and  Charlesgate 
East,  accompanied  by  a  diagram,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners.  The 
petitioners  suggest  an  improvement  similar  in 
some  respects  to  that  proposed  b.v  the  Park  Com- 
missioners in  the  letter  transmitted  with  my  mes- 
sage of  Jul.v  8. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Park  Commissioners  and 
the  Street  Commissioners  for  estimates  of  cost 
and  opinions  as  to  the  relative  advantages  of  the 
two  plans.  Both  Boards  appear  to  agree  that  the 
original  and  more  comprehensive  plan  is  preferable, 
and  that  if  the  improvement  were  made  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  the  petitioners,  some  of  the 
work  would  have  to  be  undone  later,  thus  occasion- 
ing a  waste  of  money. 

The  entire  correspondence,  together  with  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, under  date  of  August  1,  1912.  containing 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  certain  portions  of  the 
original  plan  not  estimated  upon  in  previous  com- 
munications, is  transmitted  herewith  for  your 
information. 

Yours  respectfully. 
John  F.  Fitzgerald.  Mayor. 

(Annexed  were  plans.) 

Cit.v  of  Boston, 
Street  Commissioners'  Office, 
Engineering  Division,  .^ugust  10,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  In  accordance  with  your  request 
I  have  made  a  study  of  the  plans  submitted  in 
relation  to  the  further  development  of  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Ma.ssachusetts  avenue 
and  Charlesgate  West. 

The  plan  submitted  by  Mr.  Arthur  A.  Shurt- 
leff  calls  for  a  complete  rearrangement  of  roads, 
sidewalks  and  planting  spaces  between  the  above- 
named  points.  The  Park  Commission,  I  under- 
stand, have  estimated  the  expense  of  making 
these  changes  at  about  $79,000. 

While  I  think  it  possible  that  the  work  might 
be  done  for  that  amount,  I  feel  that  $85,000  would 
be  a  safer  figure. 

The  sketch  submitted  by  the  abutters,  with 
their  petition,  calls  for  only  a  partial  change  in 
the  road  arrangement  and  relates  exclusively  to 
the  south  side  of  the  avenue.  To  earr.v  out  the 
idea  they  exi)ress  it  seems  to  me  to  be  necessary 
to  increase  the  width  of  the  sidewalk  as  well  as 
the  roadway  between  Massachusetts  avenue  and 
Charlesgate  East.  In  my  estimate  of  the  expense 
I  have  considered  the  construction  of  a  sidewalk 
15  feet  wide  and  a  roadway  35  feet  wide. 

Between  Charlesgate  East  and  Charlesgate 
West,  to  carry  out  their  plan,  will  require  an  exten- 
sion of  the  present  bridge,  the  rebuilding  of  a 
portion  of  the  park  wall  and  a  substantial  addi- 
tion to  the  present  roadway.  I  have  estimated 
the  expense  of  the  changes  on  these  lines  to  be 
about  $30,000. 

I  would  say  that  if  this  latter  plan  should  be 
carried  out  as  a  temporary  measure  with  the 
expectation  that  later  on  the  whole  improvement 
contemplated  by  the  Shurtleff  plan  would  be 
eventually  adopted,  that  two-thirds  of  the  work 
represented  b.v  the  $30,000  would  have  to  be 
done  over  again. 

Respectfull.v, 
F.  O.  Whitnet,  Chief  Engineer. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

August  12,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  Herewith  returned  please  find 
diagram  and  petition  showing  suggested  changes  on 
Commonwealth  avenue  near  Charlesgate.  You 
submitted  these  to  the  Park  Commission  July  31 
with  a  request  for  an  estimate  on  the  work  proposed 
and  an  opinion  on  its  merits. 

We  attach  hereto  a  copy  of  Mr.  Putnam's  esti- 
mate ($31,000)  and  copy  of  Mr.  Shurtleff's  report 
with  which  we  are  entirely  in  accord.  "What  the 
diagram  suggests  is  on  the  general  direction  of  the 
improvements  we  have  proposed  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. They  are  inadequate  and  look  to  the 
immediate  needs  of  these  individual  petitioners 
rather  than  to  a  complete  and  final  solution  of  the 
problem  that  exists  not  only  on  their  side  but  on 
both  sides  of  the  stream.  The  petition,  however, 
indicates  that  the  troubles  at  this  neighborhood  are 
real  and  pressing. 

Yours  very  truly, 
RoBEKT  S.  Pe.\body,  Chairman. 


Boston,  August  5,  1912. 
Robert  S.  Peabody, 
Chairman : 

Dear  Sir, —  I  send,  you  herewith  in  a  large 
envelope  the  petition  which  was  sent  to  Mayor 
Fitzgerald  by  Francis  Peabody  and  others.  I 
also  return  at  the  same  time  the  two  plans  which 
accompanied  this  petition. 

With  these  papers  I  also  send  you  a  letter  to 
the  Park  Department  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
dated  July  31,  from  Mr.  Leahy. 

Having  in  hand  your  letter  of  August  2,  in  which 
.vou  ask  me  for  an  opinion  on  the  project  suggested 
by  these  petitioners,  I  beg  to  write  j'ou  as  follows: 

The  petitioners  have  expressed  in  writing,  I 
think,  the  general  feeling  of  that  community  that, 
the  present  road  system  in  Commonwealth  avenue 
is  inconvenient  to  the  traveling  public  at  large  and 
also  to  residents.  The  petitioners  suggest  remedies 
wnich  are,  briefly,  the  widening  of  the  present 
narrow  street  and  the  removal  of  the  projecting 
corner  at  the  bridge.  These  remedies  are  obvi- 
ously needed  and  have  been  discussed  time  and 
time  again.  While  the  methods  of  relief  which 
are  suggested  by  the  petitioners  are  in  the  direction 
of  improvements,  they  seem  to  me  to  fall  far  short 
of  the  results  towards  which  we  should  aim.  The 
street  adjoining  Hotel  Somerset  would  still  be 
narrow  and  persons  entering  Commonwealth 
avenue  from  Massachusetts  avenue  and  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  Collins  statue  would  be  in  doubt 
which  road  to  follow.  An  attempt  would  be  made 
to  use  the  main  ample  line  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  for  right-handed  traffic  going  out  of  Boston 
and  at  the  same  time  to  use  the  much  narrower 
and  less  sightly  line  proposed  by  the  petitioners 
for  right-handed  travel  coming  into  Boston. 
There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  one  of  these 
streets  should  be  wide  and  convenient  and  the 
other  narrow.  In  my  opinion,  if  any  improve- 
ments are  to  be  undertaken  in  this  neighborhood, 
they  should  provide  equal  facilities  for  vehicles 
proceeding  either  east  or  west.  You  will  remember 
that  this  equable  arrangement  for  traffic  of  all 
kinds  is  provided  by  the  recent  plan  of  the  Park 
Department.  In  my  opinion  this  latter  plan 
would  achieve  all  the  objects  contemplated  by  the 
petitioners,  but  in  a  much  more  logical  manner 
and  in  a  way  to  insure  a  maximum  efficiency  to 
the  traveling  public,  while  at  the  same  time 
■improving  the  appearance  of  this  part  of  a  great 
thoroughfare. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Akthue  a.  Shurtleff,  Landscape  Architect. 
(Inolosures.) 

August  10,  1912. 
Estimate  of  cost  of  proposed  changes  in  Com- 
monwealth  avenue,   between   Massachusetts   ave- 
nue and   Charlesgate   West,   according  to   a  plan 
submitted  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Peabody.  ,' 

1,360  linear  feet  curb  reset,  $0.25 $340  00 

510  square     yards     gutter     repaved, 

$0.50 255  00 

1,100  square  yards  granolithic     walk, 

$2 2,200  00 

200  cubic  yards  macadam  excavation, 

$1 200  00 


1,200  cubic  yards  excavation,  $0.50 $600  00 

200  hnear  feet  new  curb,  $2 400  00 

90  linear  feet  parapet  wall,  $15 1,350  00 

2,500  square  feet  new  macadam,  $1.15,  2,875  00 

Drainage,  $500 500  00 

$8,720  00 
Add  10  per  cent 872  00 

$9,592  00 
Bridge 21,000  00 


$30,592  00 


C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  31,  1912. 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  directed  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  refer  to  your  Board  the  inclosed  petition 
and  diagrams.  The  improvement  suggested  re- 
sembles in  certain  particulars  the  plan  for  the 
remodeling  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  prepared 
by  Mr.  Arthur  A.  Shurtleff,  but  still  retains  the 
present  general  configuration  of  tiie  boulevard. 
His  Honor  requests  that  you  furnish  him  with  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  improvement  proposed 
by  these  petitioners,  and  a  statement  of  your 
opinion  as  to  its  general  advantages  compared  with 
those  of  Mr.  Shurtleff's  plan. 

Yours  very  truly, 
William  A.  Leahy,  Secretary. 
(Inclosures.^ 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Respectfully  represents  your  petitioners  that  they 
are  the  owners  of  all  of  the  land  situated  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Commonwealth  avenue  between 
Massachusetts  avenue  and  Charlesgate  East; 
that  all  of  said  land  with  the  exception  of  a  strip 
sixty  feet  wide  has  been  developed  or  is  about  to  be 
developed,  and  that  said  development  has  been  of 
a  most  expensive  character  and  includes  such 
important  public  buildings  as  the  Hotel  Somerset, 
which  not  only  furnishes  accommodation  for  a 
large  number  of  permanent  and  transient  hotel 
guests,  but  with  its  large  halls  and  public  rooms 
affords  and  furnishes  accommodation  for  fre- 
quent entertainments  for  large  conventions, 
public  gatherings,  dinners,  balls,  fairs  and  other 
entertainments;  the  Hotel  Puritan,  _  with  large 
accommodation  for  guests,  to  which  present 
accommodation  it  is  proposed  to  add  materially 
in  the  immediate  future  by  the  erection  of  large 
additions  to  the  present  structure:  the  new  Har- 
vard Club  of  Boston,  with  a  present  membership 
of  nearly  three  thousand  members  and  a  pro- 
spective "membership  the  largest  of  any  club  in 
Boston,  with  prospective  accommodation  for  the 
entertainment  of  many  hundreds  of  members  at 
once:  three  large  apartment  houses  and  only  two 
private  dwellings. 

That  the  patronage  of  the  above  named  hotels 
(and  the  same  will  apply  in  equal  measure  to  the 
patronage  of  the  Harvard  Club)  requires  for  its 
accommodation  the  use  of  many  automobiles, 
public  and  private  carriages,  and  that  said  pat- 
ronage and  use  of  the  southerly  roadway  or  track 
of  Commonwealth  avenue  is  much  inconvenienced 
bv  the  present  layout  of  the  bridge  across  the 
Charlesgate  immediately  west  of  said  roadway, 
ending  at  Charlesgate  East,  as  shown  in  an  accoin- 
panying  diagram  marked  "A,"'  whereby  said 
roadway  comes  to  an  abrupt  ending  (X),  and  it  is 
necessary  to  take  two  sharp  turns  and  angles  to 
pass  {A  and  B)  from  said  southerly  roadwa.v 
of  Commonwealth  avenue  to  cross  said  bridge  to 
the  avenue  and  other  streets  beyond,  or  to  enter 
said  avenue  from  the  west. 

That  on  account  of  the  very  extensive  use  of 
said  southerly  roadway  of  Commonwealth  avenue, 
necessary  and  due  to  the  large  patronage  of  said 
hotels  and  the  large  gatherings  both  of  a  public 
and  private  character  held  in  the  Hotels  Somerset 
and  Puritan  (which  use  will  be  still  further  increased 
upon  the  completion  of  said  clubhouse  and  the 
increase  in  size  of  said  Hotel  Puritan),  the  travel 
is  made  dangeroiis  by  the  present  Layout  of  the 
bridge  at  the  Charlesgate.  That  the  danger  of 
travel  is  further  increased  because  of  the  congestion 
caused  by  the  many  vehicles  of  different  character 
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and  different,  kiiuls  on  Hjiid  southerly  roadway  or 
track  of  Conmionwealth  avenue  because  of  its 
narrowness;  that  although  all  the  buildings  in  the 
corresponding  block  on  the  northerly  side  of  said 
Commonwealth  avenue  are  with  two  exceptions 
private  dwelling  houses,  the  roadway  or  track  on 
said  northerly  side  of  said  avenue  is  twice  the 
width  of  the  roadway  or  track  which  is  so  much 
more  used  by  the  abutters  in  the  block  on  the 
southerly  side. 

That  at  the  present  time  extensive  alterations 
are  .being  made  in  the  layout  of  the  parkways  at 
and  about  the  junction  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
and  the  Charlesgate  because  of  the  construction 
of  the  new  subway  which  crosses  the  Charlesgatc 
near  said  junction  and  comes  to  the  surface  in 
said  Commonwealth  avenue  just  beyond,  and 
certain  rearrangements  of  the  layout  of  said  park 
system  thereabouts  must  therefore  be  made  of 
necessity  by  your  commission,  your  petitioners 
believe  that  the  present  time  is  a  particularly 
advantageous  one  for  making  the  alterations  sought 
by  them  as  hereinafter  set  forth,  and  that  the 
same  can  now  be  made  at  a  much  less  expense  than 
at  any  other  time. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  pray  that  said  bridge 
may  be  widened  and  straightened  in  accordance 
with  the  second  diagram,  marked  "B,"  herewith 
submitted,  and  that  the  said  southerly  roadway 
of  Commonwealth  avenue  may  be  increased  in 
width  by  ten  or  twelve  feet  by  taking  a  strip  of 
that  width  from  the  grass  plot  in  the  center  of 
said  avenue  and  making  it  part  of  the  southerly 
roadway,  which  widening  can  be  made  without 
injuring  the  present  line  of  trees;  and  that  the 
said  grass  plot  in  the  center  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  may  be  further  decreased  in  size  as  it 
approaches  Charlesgatc  East  by  cutting  or  round- 
ing off  the  southwesterly  corner  thereof,  as  also 
shown  in  said  second  diagram. 

iSigncd  by  Francis  Pcabody  and  many  others, 
trustees  and  owners. 

(Inclosurcs.) 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

AugiLst  1,  1912. 
Hon.  John  V.  Fitzgerald, 

Ma.vor  of  Bo.ston: 
Dear  Sir, — On  ,Iune  24,  1912,  we  sent  you  plan 
for  the  rearrangement  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Charlesgatc,  and  for  a 
better  entrance  of  the  Fens  waterway  into  the 
Charles  River  Basin.  With  this  plan  we  .sent  out 
engineer's  estimate  for  so  nuich  of  this  work  as 
related  immediately  to  Commonwealth  avenue, 
$79,735. 

Herewith   inclosed  please   find   his  e.stimate   for 
the  remainder  of  the  work  from  Commonwealth 
avenue     into     the     Basin     (.$87,69.5).     You     will 
remember  that  you  thought  tliat  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Commission  might  share  in  this  latter  work. 
The   reasons   for   urging   these    changes   at    the 
present  time  are,  first,  because  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood is  now  torn  up  and  before  long  must  be 
put   back   in    good   condition   in   some   form,    and 
second,  because  the  excavations  now  coming  out 
from  the  tunnel  could  be  now  conveniently  used 
for  tjlling  in  connection  with  this  work. 
Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

July  26,  1912. 
Estimate  of  cost  of  propo.sed  changes,  Common- 
wealth avenue  to  Charles  River  Basin,  according 
to  plan  by  Arthur  A.  Shurtleff. 

4,000  cubic  .yards  loam  excavation  at 

$0..W .$2,000  00 

1,800  cubic  yards  new  loam  at  $1..50. .  2,700  00 
21,700  cubic  yards  excavation  and  refill 

at  $0.60 13,020  00 

3,270  square  yards  granolithic  at  $2. .  .  6, .540  00 
1 ,030  square  yards  macadam  highway 

at  $1.,50 1,54.5  00 

120  cubic  yards    macadam    excava- 
tion at  $1 120  00 

1,400  linear  feet  new  curb  at  $2 2,800  00 

.500  linear  feet  curb  reset  at  .$0.25    .  .  125  00 

470  square  yards  new  gutter  at  $2.  .  940  00 
200  square  yards  gutter  repaired   at 

$0..50 100  00 

noo  linear  feet  new  basin  wall 20,805  00 

New  bridge  across  Beacon  street 20,000  00 


Removing  bridge  at  Beacon  street .$2,008  00 

Removing  Park  Department  structure 

at  old  wall 5,000  00 

Removing  present  bridge  at  new  wall .  .  5,000  00 

Coffer  dam  for  new  wall 5,000  00 


7,695  00 


C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 
Referred  (o  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITION,S   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims.     > 

Richard  McKeon,  for  compensation  for  damage 
at  797  East  Third  street,  caused  by  overflow  of 
sewer. 

Richard  McKeon,  for  compensation  for  damage 
at  800  East  Third  street,  caused  by  overflow  of 
sewer. 

Thomas  Mulligan,  for  compen.sat.ion  for  danuigc 
at  68  O  street,  caused  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Catherine  Cavanagh,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  8  Bell  court,  by  overflow 
of  water. 

Patrick  J.  Cain,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property,  U  Bell  court,  by  overflow  of  water. 

William  J.  Wall,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property,  by  sprinkling  street  with  oil. 

Mary  Haverty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  on  East  Eighth  street. 

James  J.  ].,avin,  for  compensation  for  two  weeks' 
work  for  the  city  which  was  not  paid  for. 

Daniel  J.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property,  24  Lexington  street,  by  overflow  of 
sewer. 

Lewis  &  Mullen,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property,  118  Bunker  Hill  street,  by  overflow 
of  sewer. 

M.  W.  Collins,  for  compen.sation  for  damage  to 
property  b.v  overflow  of  sewer. 

Joseph  Reilly,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
wagon  b.v  teaiti  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Mrs.  Henri  Gcnoud,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Ruggles  street. 

Bridget  McCarthy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  at  corner  of  D  and  Thirrl 
streets. 

E.  E.  Jennison,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  auto  by  hor.se  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

.Salvatore  Zirilli,  for  compensation  for  death  of 
his  .son  caused  b.v  being  run  over  b.v  fire  apparatus. 

V'incenzo  Guarciello,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  wagon  by  auto  of  the  Park  Department. 

Jessie  B.  Hamilton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Everett  Street 
Bridge. 

McShane  Bell  Foundry  Company,  to  be  paid 
$14.19,  being  the  amount  of  overcharge  paid  b.y 
them  in  the  purchase  of  old  bells  from  the  Fire 
Department. 

Mary  Peters,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  3  Bellevue  street  by  overflowing  of 
catch  basin. 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Lavin,  for  compen.sation  for 
damage  to  property,  62  O  street,  by  overflow  of 
sewer. 

Mrs.  D.  J.  Gorman  et  al.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  caused  by  employees  of  city 
in  spraying  trees. 

Peter  Dordoni,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property,  72  Commercial  street,  by  break  in  water 
pipe. 

Executive. 

J.  B.  Hunter  &  Co.,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms 
at  60  Summer  street. 

Robert  Smith,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
55  Bromfield  street. 

Petitions  for  sidewalks,  viz.: 

L.  M.  Cruickshank  ct  al.,  Carlos  street,  Ward  24, 
from  Callender  .street  to  I^auriat  avenue. 

Margaret  J.  Feeney  el  al.,  Brackett  street,  Ward 
25,  between  Washington  and  Faneuil  streets. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President    ATTRIDGE    submitted    reports    on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  thirty-four  news- 
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boys,    thii'lecn    vendors,    and    four    bootblacks — 
recommending  that,  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


CONTINGENT   EXPENSES. 

The  City  Auditor  submitted  documents  62  and 
94,  giving  quarterly  statements  of  City  Council 
contingent  expenses  for  quarters  ending  April  1 
and  July  1,  respectively. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners of  hearings  on  petitions  of  West  End 
Street  Railway  Company  for  approval  of  39Sth, 
390th  and  40dth  locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


ALTERATION  OF  LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  alteration  of  tracks  of  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company  on  .Summer  street, 
401st  location,  and  Norfolk  street,  402d  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   INTEREST   IN    CONTRACT. 

Notices  were  received  from  Richard  M.  Walsh 
and  Edward  G.  Richardson,  employees  of  City  of 
Boston  in  Law  and  Assessing  Departments, 
respectively,  and  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the 
Dorchester  Club,  from  which -the  City  of  Boston 
proposes  to  lease  rooms  for  use  of  Park  Depart- 
ment, of  interest  in  said  club.' 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE    OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  following-named 
parties  of  occupation  of  hereinafter  named  prem- 
ises for  storage  of  explosives,  and  of  intention  to 
use  same  for  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

Joseph  S.  Donovan  Company,  36  Ferdinand 
street. 

H.  E.  Wright  &  Sons,  Spice  street.  Ward  4. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  144  Keyes 
street.  Ward  23. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  Calf  Pas- 
ture. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  Commercial 
Wharf,  Ward  24. 

Bo.ston  Consolidated  Gas  Companj-,  Hilton 
street.  Ward  17. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  Cambridge 
street  and  Charles  river. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  34  Free- 
port  street. 

F.  E.  Wing  Motor  Car  Company,  57-61  Stan- 
hope street. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  Directors  of  Port  of 
Boston  of  hearing  on  petition  of  Lawrence  & 
Wiggin  to  build  pier,  etc.,  in  Mystic  river. 

P'laced  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  of  appoinlment  of  James  R. 
Murphy  as  member  of  Board  of  Appeal  by  the 
Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission of  approval  of  appointment  of  James  R. 
Murphy  as  member  of  Board  of  Ajjpeal. 

Placed  on  file. 


STREET   LIGHTING. 

A  communication  was  received  from  R.  Momand 
relative  to  street  lighting. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  giving  names  of  owners 
of  estates,  with  amounts  assessed  against  said 
owners,  for  cost  of  constructing  artificial  sidewalks 
on  various  streets,  and  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  within 
schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the 
sums  set  against  their  respective  names,  as  their 
proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  arti- 
ficial sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones  in  front 
of  their  said  e-states,  and  the  same  is  ordered  to  be 
certified,  and  notice  given  to  the  parties  as  afore- 
said, viz.: 

Mendum  street,  between  Walter  and  Fairview 
streets.  Ward  23,  $1,975.58  (artificial  stone). 

Maxwell  street,  between  Capen  street  and  Mil- 
ton avenue.  Ward  24,  $2,192.75  (artificial  stone). 

Hancock  street,  both  sides,  at  Winter  street. 
Ward  20,  $291.57   (gravel). 

The   orders   were  passed. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfini.shed 
business.  No.  1,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  b>'  the 
Mayor  on  July  23,  1912,  viz.: 

1.  Algernon  D.  Brown,  Dennis  P.  Keating, 
George  A.  Shea,  Arthur  F.  Barry,  James  E. 
Gaffney,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal:  Arthur  F.  Barry, 
James  E.  Gaffney  and  James  H.  Muldoon  to  be 
Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark;  and  James  Edward 
Gaffney,  James  H.  Muldoon  and  J.  H.  Wittekind 
to  be  Weighers  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery: 
severally  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the 
■  appointments  were  confirmed. 


PAYMENT    OF    ADVERTISING    BILL. 

Coun.  BALLANTVNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  bill  of  the  Boston  Ereniwj  Rpcpid,  amounting  to 
$22.13,  for  advertising  chapter  6'of  the  Ordinances 
of  1910,  concerning  route  of  parades,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  approved  and  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental  Ex- 
penses. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Just  what  is  the  order? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I 
understand  that  this  was  a  bill  that  was  contracted 
in  1909  or  1910  and  has  been  misplaced  and  has 
never  come  to  light  until  the  present  time.  The 
bill  is  due  for  advertising  an  ordinance  and  it  never 
has  been  paid. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Who  ordered  the  adver- 
tising? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE—  The  City  Clerk,  as  I 
understand. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — Under  the  old  city  govern- 
ment? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Perhaps  the  Assistant 
Cil  V  Clerk  can  tell  just  the  date  of  that  bill. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Clerk  will  read  the 
order  again. 

The  Clerk  read  the  order  again. 

The  order  was  passed. 


REIMBURSEMENT    OF   J. 
MITCHELL. 


ALFRED 


President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  paid  to  J.  Alfred  Mitchell  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  sixty-five  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents, 
in  reimbursement  of  amount  paid  by  him  to  make 
good  amounts  fraudulently  collected  from  the  city, 
said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Auditing  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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RECREATION    PIER,    ETC.,    WARD    2. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offeiBcl  an  order— TImt 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  doMurs  be  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  for  a  Recreation  Pier  and  Bathing 
Beach  in  Ward  2,  and  that  to  meet  said  apijro- 
priation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereliy  is 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  tlie 
request  of  tlie  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amoimt. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  GOVERNOR'S  I.SLAND. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  ordei — That 
the  Board  of  Parli  Commissioners  be  requeste<l, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City 
Council  what  action,  if  any,  has  been  taken  looking 
to  the  improvement  of  Governor's  Island  for  which 
an  appropriation  of  $20,000  was  mi.'hIc  dm  August 
22,  1911. 

Passed. 


ACCEPTANCE     OF    RANDOLPH     AVENUE. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay 
out  as  a  public  way  Randolph  avenue.  Ix'tween 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Harvard  street. 

President  ATTRIDGIC — The  question  comes 
upon   the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  have 
put  in  this  order  requesting  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  a  street  in  Dorchester  district 
as  a  public  highway,  the  matter  having  been  called 
to  my  attention  by  one  of  the  owners  on  the  street. 
This  illustrates  the  serious  situation  that  con- 
fronts a  lot  of  people  living  in  the  suburbs.  There 
are,  according  to  the  Street  Commissioners, 
petitions  before  the  Street  Commissioners  calling 
for  street  improvements  of  a  similar  nalure  that 
would  cost  a  million  and  a  half  dollars.  This 
year  we  have  merely  provided  .'|;3U0,0U0  for  that 
purpose.  This  necessarily  ties  the  hands  of  the 
Street  Commissioners,  and  also  leaves  practically 
four  out  of  every  five  petitioners  without  their 
public  improvements  this  year.  Now,  this  partic- 
ular street  is  one  running  between  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Harvard  street.  It  is  a  short  street 
and  every  lot  of  land  on  the  street  is  built  upon. 
There  are  twenty  houses,  ten  on  each  side  of  the 
street,  a  fully  constructed  part  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  yet  they  have  not  th(^  advantages 
of  a  public  highway;  they  are  living  on  a  private 
street.  And  I  propose,  Mr.  President,  later  on, 
in  some  subsetiueiit  session  of  the  Council,  lo 
seriously  recommend  to  my  fellow  members  the 
appropriation  of  additional  sums  of  money  for 
street  improvements  of  this  nature  in  the  suburbs. 
At  the  same  time,  in  presenting  this  order  at  this 
time,  I  hope  the  Street  Conunis.sioners  may  with 
their  present  funds  be  able  to  give  the  people  on 
this  street  their  much  needed  improvements. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  think  there  is  much  in  what 
Coun.  Coulthurst  says.  I  would  simply  like  to  ask 
him  if  in  presenting  these  orders  in  future  he  is 
going  to  determine  himself  which  streets  to  spend 
it  upon,  or  how  that  is  to  be  determined:  if  he  in- 
tends to  pick  out  streets  for  improvement  and  bring 
his  orders  in  relating  to  those  streets,  or  if  he  is 
eoing  to  leave  it  to  the  street  commissioners  to 
determine  how  such  a  large  sum  of  money  shall 
be  expended. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— I  realize  the  limita- 
tions of  our  powers.  The  most  we  do  in  putting 
through  an  order  of  this  sort,  or  an  order  the  same 
as  the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  introduced 
some  weeks  ago  in  regard  to  the  Elevated  strike, 
the  most  that  we  can  possibly  do  is  to  show  our 
attitude  as  public  officials  upon  a  matter  which 
concerns  another  department  of  the  government. 
And  I  did  not  have  in  mind,  when  I  said  that  I 
would  call  to  the  attention  of  this  body  the  neces- 
sity of  more  funds  for  the  street  commissioners, 
I  did  not  have  in  mind  dictating  to  them  what 
streets  they  should  lay  out.  And  in  this  particular 
case  I  merely  want  officially  to  call  to  their  atten- 
tion the  absolute  necessity  of  this  improveiiK'ut. 

The  order  was  passed. 


WAGES   OF   SCRUBWOMEN. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Minimum  Wage  Board  be  requested  by  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  to  investigate  the  wages  now 
paid  to  the  scrubwomen  in  the  downtown  office 
buildings  and  take  any  action  necessary. 

Coun.  SMITH — The  Board,  recently  appointed 
by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  minimum  wage 
has  the  power  to  investigate,  of  its  own  initiative 
or  upon  request  from  any  body  of  citizens,  the  wages 
paid  to  any  class  of  workmen  in  the  community, 
either  male  or  female,  and  to  pass  upon  those 
wages,  and  set  a  minimum  standard,  The  City 
of  Boston  is  interested, —  we  as  representatives  of 
the  voters  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  interested, 
in  any  class  of  workmen  in  this  community, —  and 
it  seems  fitting  that  we  should  call  the  attention  of 
the  Minimum  Wage  Commission  to  the  wages  paid 
to  any  class  of  workmen.  I  have  taken  some 
interest  in  the  wages  paid  to  the  scrubwomen 
or  cleaners  in  the  downtown  office  buildings. 
They  work  six  days  a  week,  arriving  at  their  work 
anywhere  from  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
—  some  of  them  being  obliged  to  take  cars  so 
that  they  get  to  their  work  even  earlier  than  that, — 
and  working  till  about  eight  o'clock.  They 
receive  in  the  great  majority  of  buildings  $1  a  day- 
SB  a  week  —  for  that  work,  coming  at  an  unusual 
time  of  the  day, —  and  that  not  being  sufficient 
to  support  their  families  they  are  required  to  go 
out  during  the  day  and  do  some  additional  work. 
One  or  two  of  the  buildings  have  voluntarily 
raised  that  standard  of  wages  to  $7.50.  I  think 
it  is  only  fitting,  when  so  large  a  body  of  women 
in  our  community  are  working  for  $0  a  week, 
most  of  them  being  mothers  of  families,  that  this 
body  should  request  the  Minimum  Wage  Board 
to  investigate  the  subject.  We  have  no  power 
except  to  call  it  to  their  attention.  They  have 
the  power  to  act  as  they  see  fit.  But  coming  from 
this  body  it  would  center  attention  upon  that 
subject  and  I  think  might  lead  to  some  advance  in 
salary  or  to  some  provision  as  to  hours  which 
would  help  those  women.  I  sincerejy  hope  that 
this  body  will  act  without  delay. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CONSTRUCTION    MATERIAL,    CITY    HALL 

ANNEX. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  report  on  the 
respective  qualities  of  granite  and  Indiana  lime- 
stone for  use  in  constructing  the  annex  to  the 
City  Hall. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  .SMITH — My  reason  for  asking  for  this 
information  is  that  the  two  sets  of  bids  for  the 
construction  of  the  new  City  Hall  vary  by  about 
S.'JCOOO,  the  only  difference  in  those  bids  being  as 
to  the  material  to  be  used,  one,  the  Indiana  lime- 
stone, costing  about  $50,000  less.  Now,  this  body 
probably  want  the  cheaper  contract,  other  things 
being  equal.  If  the  appearance  of  the  building  is 
good  enough,  if  the  character  of  the  stone  is  such 
that  it  will  serve  the  purpose,  we  probably  would 
prefer  the  cheaper  construction.  The  annex  is 
not  a  monumental  building.  It  is  not  intended 
as  a  show  building.  It  is  simply  an  office  build- 
ing. The  average  life  of  an  office  building  is 
about  twenty-five  years.  They  are  tearing  down 
in  New  York,  buildings  that  have  not  been  up 
even  as  long  as  that.  Indiana  limestone,  I  am 
told,  will  outlive  that  term  by  a  great  many  years. 
The  R.  H.  Stearns  building  is  built  of  Indiana 
limestone,  as  an  example  of  what  can  be  done, 
and  it  is  a  very  handsome  building, — handsome 
enough  for  an  office  building,  certainly.  Prob- 
ably that  stone  will  be  good  enough  for  our  City 
Hall  Annex.  Of  course,  granite  would  be  hand- 
.somer.  But  if  we  wamtecl  to  sell  the  City  Hall 
Annex  an  as  office  building,  having  decided  to 
move  the  City  Hall,  we  would  not  obtain  a  cent 
more  becau.se  it  was  made  of  granite  rather  than  of 
Indiana  limestone,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
well  to  know  the  respective  qualities  of  these 
stones.  Probably  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  would  be  able  to  give  us  some  advice 
about  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


BRIDGE   AT   CLARENDON    HILLS. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  wish 
to  read  this  communication  received  by  me  July 
31,  1912: 

318  Metropolitan  Avenue, 
Roslindale,  Mass.,  July  31,  1912. 
Dear   Mr.  Coulthurst — Will  you  not  at  the  next 
meeting  propose  to  the  Council  to  come  out  as  a 
committee  of  the  whole  and  view  this  crossing? 

Most  of  them  undoubtedly  haven't  the  slightest 
conception  of  the  situation  here,  and  they  can  act 
more  intelligently  in  the  matter  after  viewing  the 
premises.  As  I  told  you,  about  200  houses  have 
been  built  and  occupied  by  families  the  past  two 
years  on  Clarendon  Hills  and  they  talk  of  having 
a  mass  meeting  and  sending  in  a  general  petition 
of  all  the  district,  including  Hyde  Park. 
Yours  truly, 

Albert  Fox. 

I  ask  to  have  that  communication  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee.  I  also  want  to  say 
that  that  relates  to  the  building  of  a  bridge  at 
Clarendon  Hills,  connecting  Metropolitan  avenue 
with  Hyde  Park  avenue,  a  matter  which  has 
previously  been  before  us  on  an  order  requesting 
the  Street  Commissioners  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  cost.  And  this  is  a  matter  that  will  come 
before  the  Council  some  time  this  fall,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  people  of  Hyde  Park,  Mount  Hope 
and  Clarendon  Hills,  and  the  respective  improve- 
ment associations,  are  very  keen  about  the  situation. 

Referred,  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CLOSING    OF   STREETS,   LABOR   DAY. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That  the 
Police  Commissioner  be  authorized  to  clo.se  to 
travel  by  vehicles,  except  fire,  police,  hospital  and 
mail  wagons,  the  streets  to  be  used  on  Monday, 
September  2,  1912,  for  the  formation  and  parade 
of  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union  and  the  Build- 
ing Trades  Council,  and  the  City  Messenger  is 
hereby  authorized  to  rope  off  said  streets  at  such 
points  as  may  be  required  by  the  Police  Com- 
missioner, the  e.\pense  of  the  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Passed. 


CONVENIENCE   .STATION,   WARD   21. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Health  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
establishing  a  convenience  station  at  Washington 
Park,  Ward  21. 

Passed. 


CLEANING  OF  CHARLESTOWN  SOLDIERS' 
MONUMENT. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have  the  Soldiers' 
JMonument  in  Winthrop  square,  Charlestown, 
cleaned  and  put  in  proper  condition. 

Passed. 


A   QUESTION   OF   INFORMATION. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  Pre.-<ident,  I  don't 
desire  to  make  a  motion,  but  just  wish  for  a 
word  of  information.  I  want  to  know  when  you 
expect  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
back — in  order  that  we  might  have  a  meeting 
and  that  East  Boston  matter  might  be  attended 
to.  If  you  do  not  know  when  the  chairman  is  to 
return  could  not  the  committee  meet 'without 
the   chairman? 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  desires  to 
state  that  he  did  not  know  that  Coun.  Kenny  was 
away.  If  he  is  away,  the  Chair  does  not  know  how 
long  he  is  going  to  remain  away. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— In-  view  of  the  fact  that 
they  had  that  meeting  there  the  other  evening. 


which  you  addressed — and  I  was  also  present — it 
seems  to  me  they  ought  not  to  be  kept  waiting 
much  longer  for  it,  so  that  the  Council  ought  to 
act  immediately  upon  that  matter. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— I  would  say  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  will  return  within  ten 
days. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.55  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5. .50  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms — that  licenses 
be  granted,  viz.: 

Robert  Smith,  55  Bromfield  street. 
J.  B.  Hunter  &  Co.,  60  Summer  street. 
Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  appointment  by  the  Mayor 
(referred  July  23)  of  James  R.  Murphy  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  .\ppeal  for  the  term  ending 
July  31,  1917 — that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  for  pay- 
ment to  J.  Alfred  Mitchell  of  the  sum  of  $765.22 
in  reimbursement  of  amounts  paid  by  him  to  make 
good  amounts  fraudulently  collected  from  the 
city — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  June  24)  for  appropria- 
tion of  $8,500  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commi.ssioners  for  John  Winthrop 
Playground,  Impro\'ements — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  najs  0. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation from  Fire  Commissioner  (referred  to-day) 
relative  to  additional  fire  apparatus  at  Orient 
Heights — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  placing  the  communication  on  file. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  trust  that  that  report  by  the 
Fire  Commissioner  will  justify  the  Major  in  asking 
for  a  transfer  of  the  $15,000  already  appropriated 
for  that  section  to  the  purposes  recommended  by 
the  Fire  Commissioner.  The  section  is  spread  out 
and  it  deserves  fire  apparatus  of  a  motor  type, 
rather  than  the  present  horse-drawn  vehicles. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— I  think  the  substance 
of  that  conununication  met  with  the  approval  of 
all  the  members  of  the  City  Council,  and  I  do  not 
want  the  fact  that  the  communication  is  placed 
on  file  to  signify,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  it 
was  not  favorably  received. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 

(0)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cations concerning  the  needs  of  the  city  (referred 
to-day),  appropriating  money  for  city  depart- 
ments and  public  improvements — recommending 
the  passage  of  order  in  the  following  new  draft. 

Tlie  committee  also  reports  on  message  of 
Mayor,  communication  and  order  (referred  to- 
day), appropriating  $2,000  for  monumental  tablet, 
Boston  Common,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  Phillips 
Street  Fund  (Income) — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

The  committee  also  reconmiends  the  passage 
of  an  order  appropriating  $9,000  for  Union  Park 
street,  widening  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  sums  of  money  hereinafter 
specified  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated  for  the 
oljjccts  and  purposes  hereinafter  stated,  that  said 
sums  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount  so  appro- 
priated, and  be  raised  by  tax  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all 
orders  heretofore  passed  relating  to  taxes  and  the 
interest  thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided 
for. 
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Park  Department,  Prince  Street  Play- 
ground, Sanitary  Building,  five 
thousand  dollars .• $5,000  00 

Park  Department,  Parkinson  estate, 
rental  and  improvements,  fifteen 
hundred  sixty-five  dollars 1,505  00 

Public  Works  Department,  temporary 
public  landings,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars          8,000  00 

Art  Commission,    monumental  tablet, 

Boston  Common,  one  thousand  dol-  « 

lars 1,000  00 

Reserve  Fund,  one  hundred  sixty-six 
thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-five 
dollars 166,935  00 

Total $182,500  00 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  money  hereinafter 
specified  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  the 
object  and  purpose  hereinafter  stated,  that  said 
sum  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount  so  appropriated, 
and  be  raised  by  tax  upon  the  polls  and  estates 
taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders 
heretofore  passed  relating  to  taxes  and  the  interest 
thereon,  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

Union  Park   street,   widening  of,  nine 
thousand  dollars 


1,000  00 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 

The  order  appropriating  $2,000  from  the  in- 
come of  the  Phillips  .Street  Fund  for  monumental 
tablet,  Boston  Common,  was  passed,  yeas  7, 
nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
appropriating  $182,500  for  various  municipal 
purposes. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
vote  for  this  appropriation  of  various  sums,  but 
I  do  want  to  say  just  one  word,  and  that  is  all. 
I  was  disappointed  in  the  fact  that  Parker  Hill 
was  not  included  in  this  group  of  appropriations. 
Last  year  I  asked  for  an  estimate  by  the  Commis- 
sioner as  to  how  much  it  would  cost  to  make  over 
the  reservoir  on  the  top  of  Parker  Hill  into  a 
swimming  pool.  He  reported  that  it  would  cost 
only  $1,500.  That  is  only  a  nominal  sum  in 
consideration  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
that  improvement.  I  had  hoped  that  could  be 
done  in  time  for  use  this  summer,  and  I  still  feel 
that  we  should  have  included  in  this  group  of 
appropriations  $1,500  for  that  purpose.  Simply 
because  the  list  is  not  complete,  however,  is  no 
reason  1  should  vote  against  it. 

Coun.  COULTHURST — I  propose  to  vote  in 
favor  of  this  order.  I  want  to  make  my  position 
clear  in  regard  to  the  present  financial  condition 
of  the  city.  As  I  understand  it,  the  passing  of  this 
order  and  of  the  two  accompanying  orders  to  be 
subsequently  reported  by  the  committee  will 
dispose  of  the  appropriations  for  the  current  year 
on  a  tax  basis  of  $16.40.  I  want  to  call  to  the 
attention  of  the  Council  that  various  important 
items  for  public  improvements  of  a  current  nature 
are  necessarily  left  out  of  this  final  budget  of  the 
year  because  of  the  fact  that  to  put  them  in  would 
increase  the  tax  rate  to  beyond  the  tax  rate  of 
last  year.  I  want  to  specifically  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  they  do  not  include  $40,000  for 
the  repair  of  bridges,  which  was  recommended  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in  his  annual 
estimate..  There  is  not  included  $146,000  for  the 
resurfacing  of  streets  which  was  included  in 
Commissioner  Rourke's  annual  estimate,  and  was 
cut  out  by  the  Mayor,  although  at  the  time  he 
cut  it  out  he  intimated  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  in  a  communication  sent  in  March  that 
he  intended  subsequently  to  recommend  that 
amount.  Now  the  streets  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
together  with  the  sewers,  are  the  most  important 
current  improvements  that  should  be  taken  care 
of  from  year  to  year.  The  city  is  going  to  suffer — 
if  not  this  year,  then  next  year  and  subsequent 
year-s — because  this  .$140,000  or  some  amount  of 
money  has  not  been  appropriated,  and  it  is  because 
of  the  extravagance  of  the  present  administration 
that  we  are  not  called  upon  to  pass  upon  this 
appropriation  or  appropriations  for  other  public 
needs  that  I  do  not  at  the  pre.sent  time  recall. 
And  I  want  to  make  my  position  clear,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, as  I  clid  when  I  dissented  from  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  the  effect 
^that  we  are  spending  money  in  the  City  of  Boston 
too  fast  for  certain  current  expenses,  and  the  city 
is  bound  to  suffer  in  regard  to  other  matters  like 


this  matter  of  resurfacing  of  streets  and  repair  of 
bridges  because  of  the  extravagance  of  the  present 
administration. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
appropriating  $9,000  for  Union  Park  street. 

Coun.  SMITH — When  this  matter  came  up 
last  year  I  voted  against  it,  being,  I  think,  the  only 
member  of  the  Council  to  take  that  attitude. 
I  still  feel  that  the  expenditure  for  that  purpose 
was  not  warranted  by  any  public  necessity. 
Union  Park  street  is  only  one  of  a  number  of  side 
streets,  leading  to  no  special  thoroughfare  or 
public  building,  and  not  connecting  with  South 
Boston  in  any  way, — in  no  way  demanding  a 
widening  and  an  extension.  I  therefore  saw  no 
reason  to  vote  money  out  of  the  public  treasury 
for  this  purpose.  I  did,  however,  in  order  to  give 
it  fair  con.sideration,  go  out  and  talk  with  Mon- 
signor  Splaine  about  it.  He  assured  me-  at  that 
time  that  Mr.  Kiley  had  desired  to  make  the 
appropriation  larger,  and  that  he  had  especially 
requested  that  it  be  not  done,  as  in  his  opinion 
$75,000  was  ample  to  cover  both  the  taking  of 
land  and  the  construction  of  the  street.  The 
figures  upon  which  this  Council  acted  in  making 
the  original  appropriation  of  875,000  were  $62,000 
for  the  taking  of  land  and  $13,000  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  street.  I  therefore  feel  more  than 
justified  at  the  present  time  in  voting  again  against 
this  proposition.  I  have  no  animosity  in  this 
vote.  I  have  nothing  but  a  feeling  of  economy, 
nothing  but  a  feeling  of  care  with  regard  to  expend- 
ing public  money  for  purposes  which  are  not 
strictly  public.  I  should  feel  as  much  justified  in 
voting,  if  the  Christian  Scientist  Church  requested 
that  the  city  pay  for  the  park  they  have  so  gen- 
erously constructed  in  front  of  their  magnificent 
building, — I  should  feel  just  as  much  justified  in 
voting  that  the  citj-  purchase  that  park  as  I 
should  in  voting  in  favor  of  the  widening  of  Union 
Park  street.  I  consider  the  two  parallel  cases. 
In  my  humble  judgment  the  city  is  not  justified 
in  either  case.  I  spoke  to  this  effect  this  year, 
and  I  regret  that  it  is  necessary  now  to  spend 
more  money  for  this  purpose.  One  of  the  votes 
last  year  was  influenced  by  the  fact  that  there 
w'as  to  be  constructed  a  large  block  of  buildings, 
the  increased  value  of  which  would  in  taxes  more 
than  offset  the  cost  of  this  improvement.  I 
have  not  up  to  date  seen  any  evidence  that  those 
buildings  are  to  be  constructed.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  that  will  be  brought  about  in  order  that  the 
city  treasury  may  be  reimbursed  by  increased 
taxes  for  this  money  expended  for  a  purpose  which 
I  do  not  believe  warranted  in  view  of  other  more 
pressing  demands  by  the  public  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  entire  public. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  1,  Coun. 
SMITH  voting  nay. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on- the  petition  of  the 
Medical  Examiners  of  Suffolk  County  (referred 
July  8)  for  the  acceptance  of  chapter  631  of  Acts 
of  1912 — recommending  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing; 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  hereby 
accepts  chapter  631  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  a  Statute 
Relative  to  Mortuaries  in  Suffolk  County. 

Coun.  COLLINS — For  the  benefit  of  the  various 
members  of  the  Council,  since  the  bill  itself  is  not 
incorporated  in  the  petition,  I  will  read  the  same, 
it  being  very  short: 

Chapter  631,  Acts  of  1912. 
An   Act  Relative   to    Mortuaries    in    the    County 
of  Suffolk. 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  chapter  2.52  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1911  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "attendants,"  in  the  fifth  line,  the 
words: — and  the  cost  of  removal  of  dead  bodies, — 
so  as  to  read  as  follows:  Section  1.  The  County  of 
Suffolk  shall  provide  and  maintain  in  suitable 
situations  in  the  City  of  Boston  not  less  than  two 
mortuaries,  and  the  expense  of  providing  and  main- 
taining the  same,  including  the  wages  or  salaries  of 
any  attendants,  and  the  cost  of  removal  of  dead 
bodies,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  way  in  which  other 
expenses  of  the  county  are  paid. 

Sect.  2.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
acceptance  bv  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston.     (Approved  May  22,  1912.) 
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Dr.  Magrath,  senior  Medical  Examiner  of 
Suffolk  County,  appeared  before  the  committee 
and  assured  the  committee,  as  would  appear  by 
this  act,  that  it  was  purely  a  bookkeeping  proposi- 
tion. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 


SIDEWALK,    CENTRE   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  northerly  side  of  Centre  street,  between 
Allston  street  and  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad,  Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DREDGING   AT   WOOD   ISLAND. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  Coun.  KENNY,  offered  an 
Older — That  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  be 


requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  fur- 
nish the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  dredging  the  fiats  opposite  the  end  of  Wood 
Island,  East  Boston,  to  a  sufficient  depth  to 
admit  of  a  permanent  body  of  water  for  boating 
and  bathing  purposes. 
Passed. 


REPAIR   OF   CORNELL   STREET. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  oEfered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  resurface  and 
repair  Cornell  street,  between  Orange  street  and 
Newberg  street,  Ward  23. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 


Adjourned,  at  6.10  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS,  to  meet  on  Monday,  August  26,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  26,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Coiinoii,   held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Ilidl,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m.,  President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair.    Absent 
— Coun.  Collins  and  Coulthur.st. 


JURORS   DR.4WN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
vi.sion.s  of  chapter  514,  Acts  of  1894  (the  Mayor 
not  being  present),  viz.: 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  to  appear  September  9,  viz.: 

Michael  C.  Burns,  Ward  18;  Alfred  Y.  Mitchell, 
Ward  14;  Edwin  P.  Bostwick,  Ward  10;  Robert 
W.  Karnan,  Ward  20;  Thomas  F.  Sheehan,  Ward 
1;  Samuel  C.  Hopkins,  Ward  10;  Harry  T.  Mc- 
Nally,  Ward  8;  Patrick  F.  Quinn,  Ward  13;  John 
L.  C.  George,  Ward  24;  John  E.  Finnegan,  Ward 
13;  William  J.  Dicker,  Ward  1;  Robert  Morton, 
Ward  20;  Walter  C.  Wells,  Ward  17;  Henry  H. 
Ohrenberger,  Ward  lf>;  Joseph  J.  Hanney,  Ward 
21;  Fred  E.  Jones,  Ward  11;  John  D.  Chisholm, 
Ward  15;  Frank  P.  Ellis,  Ward  21;  .Joseph  J. 
Nolan,  Ward  24;  Maurice  Rorke,  Ward  3;  Eugene 
A.  Riley,  Ward  7;  Victor  P.  Cavagnaro,  Ward  0; 
Joseph  E.  .Steeves,  Ward  '.);  William  J.  FLsher, 
Ward  23;  Samuel  Z.  Brilliant,  Ward  8;  John  E. 
Keefe,  Ward  14;  Charles  W.  iSpurr,  Jr.,  Ward  10; 
Frederick  McNeil,  Ward  24;  Charles  R.  Lyman, 
Ward  23;  William  E.  Kelley,  Ward  25;  George 
P.  Hamlin,  Ward  11;  James  E.  Hennesse.v,  Ward 
16;  Frederick  Homer,  Ward  11;  Robert  P.  Canna- 
van,  Ward  7;  Chauncey  Rowe,  W-ard  16. 

Forty-two  traverse  jurors,  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  to  appear  September  10,  viz.: 

Timothy  J.  Donovan,  Ward  26;  James  H. 
Daggett,  Ward  25;  Duncan  H.  Stewart,  Ward  25; 
George  A.  Marsh,  Ward  25;  Charles  V.  Peez, 
Ward  19;  Henry  Shaw,  Ward  24;  Erederick  E. 
Todd,  Ward  21;' Samuel  J.  McCracken,  Ward  3; 
Daniel  Londergan,  Ward  11;  Daniel  Burns,  Ward 
5;  John  Kiuitson,  Ward  24;  Antonio  Callabrp, 
Ward  8;  John  De  Ferrari,  Ward  6;  Wilham  Hayes, 
Jr.,  Ward  3;  Edward  J.  Halloran,  Ward  19; 
Thomas  J.  Finnegan,  Ward  21 ;  Jacob  Schon,  Ward 
18;' Frederick  W.  Robinson,  Ward  23;  James  J. 
Ryan,  Ward  19;  Joseph  H.  McDonald,  Ward  20; 
Thomas  H.  Meade,  Ward  24;  John  L.  Gebhardt, 
Ward  23;  John  J.  Connorton,  Ward  14;  Edward 
A.  Slight,  Ward  22;  Henry  E.  Reid,  Ward  18; 
CorncMus  M.  Linnehan,  Ward  8;  Hugh  McMillan, 
Ward  8;  Philip  A.  Dexter,  Ward  24;  Pearl  W. 
Merrill,  Ward  8;  John  J.  Moonev,  Ward  5;  Edwaid 
A.  Lally,  Ward  20;  Frank  J.  Gibbons,  Ward  8; 
Howard  M.  Stephens,  Ward  24;  L.  Wallace  Gurney, 
Ward  24;  )5enjaniin  J.  Kaplan,  Ward  21;  John 
Moore,  Ward  22;  Edward  C.  Daley,  Ward  17; 
John  S.  Phillips,  Ward  3;  George  Frcmch,  Ward 
20;  Harry  L.  Pitkin,  Ward  10;  Daniel  Gilmore, 
Ward  6;  Thomas  H.  Smith,  Ward  6. 

Thirty-six  traver.se  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  September  4,  viz.: 

Maurice  J.  Quinlan,  Ward  16;  George  P.  Pen- 
nington, Ward  1;  George  W.  Forbes,  Ward  15; 
Stephen  A.  Wilcox,  Ward  5;  Henry  M.  Saunders, 
Ward  15;  Richard  J.  Brooks,  Ward  22;  John  J. 
Gillis,  Ward  13;  Patrick  H.  Crowley,  Ward  9; 
Peter  J.  Callahan,  Ward  23;  David  Owen,  Ward  14; 
Martin  J.  Quinn,  Ward  IS;  Michael  Brennan, 
Ward  23;  Richard  Grant,  Ward  13;  Michael 
Rutledge,  Ward  25;  Edward  E.  Cutter,  Ward  20; 
Jo.seph  F.  Walsh,  Ward  5;  Samuel  H.  Barr,  Ward 
19;  Louis  H.  Trautman,  Ward  21;  James  H. 
O'Neil,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Fallon,  Ward  17;  John 
H.  North,  Jr.,  Ward  23;  Jo.seph  N.  Gerrior,  Ward 
18;  James  L.  Kane,  Ward  21;  Andrew  J.  Gilligan, 
Ward  8;  Samuel  R.  Saunders,  Ward  20;  Arthur 
Downing,  Ward  24;  Alvan  R.  Saunder.s,  Ward  12; 
Joseph  G.  Urcsnahan,  Ward  8;  Daniel  P.  O'Neil, 


Ward  21;  George  E.  Wing,  Ward  25;  Thomas  P. 
Cahill,  Ward  15;  William  H.  Minot,  Ward  20; 
Henry  E.  Simmons,  Ward  23;  D.  Frank  Dohertv, 
Ward  20;  John  J.  Coffey,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  Frank 
Harmon,  Ward  23. 

Thirty-six  traverse  .iurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  September 
9,  viz.: 

Charles  W.  Stiles,  Ward  24;  Daniel  J.  Crowlev, 
Ward  5;  Daniel  H.  Smith,  Ward  13;  Charles  A. 
Lewis,  Ward  12;  Arthur  F.  Graham,  Ward  20; 
John  J.  Ryall,  Ward  22;  John  J.  McCarron,  Ward 
0;  Walter  Jenney,  Ward  15;  Charles  Recknagel, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  G.  Daggett,  Ward  20;  John  J. 
Sweeney,  Ward  8;  Albert  Seligman,  Ward  19; 
Ferdinand  T.  Kelly,  Ward  23;  Thomas  J.  Kelley, 
Ward  14;  John  J.  Walsh,  Ward  20;  Albert  S. 
Faulkner,  Ward  20;  Joseph  E.  Scarbo,  Ward  24; 
Dominick  F.  Mullen,  Ward  25;  William  W.  Bax- 
ter, Ward  24;  Henry  G.  Littig,  Ward  19;  Arthur 
S.  Merrow,  Ward  24;  Harry  Rosentield,  Ward  11; 
George  E.  M.  Dickinson,  Ward  26;  William  M. 
Curtis,  Ward  21;  David  Coughlin,  Ward  9; 
Fred  William  Luther,  Ward  14;  Jacob  Armstrong, 
Ward  8;  Matthias  T.  Brennan,  Ward  22;  Frederick 
C.  Flood,  Ward  12;  Richard  B.  Pas.sler,  Ward  18; 
John  A.  Toland,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Patrick  Little, 
Ward  18;  Frank  E.  Moses,  Ward  21;  Philip  J. 
Garrigan,  Ward  13;  William  H.  Davis,  Ward  15; 
Maynard  M.  Miller,  Ward  21. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

(1)  Arthur  T.  Partington  (483  Sumner  .street, 
Ward  2),  to  be  a  Weiglier  of  Coal  and  a  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1913. 

(2)  Salvatore  Maffei  (4  Chelsea  street.  Ward  2), 
a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term 
ending,  April  30,  1913. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


COLOR    OF    FIRE    DEPARTMENT    AUTOS. 

The  following  was  received: 

V         City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  23,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner in  which  he  requests  that  he  be  authorized 
to  adopt  red  as  the  color  of  the  Fire  Department 
automobiles.  He  believes  that  this  color  has 
certain  advantages  for  his  department,  which  are 
explained  in  the  letter,  and  suggests  that  chapter 
9  of  the  Ordinances  of  1909,  requiring  all  city 
automobiles  to  be  painted  a  uniform  color,  be 
amended  so  as  to  permit  an  exception  in  the  case 
of  his  department.  If  the  other  automobiles  were 
painted  red  those  of  the  Fire  Departmpnt  would 
lose  their  distinctive  character,  which  it  seems 
desirable  to  retain. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying ordinance  amending  chapter  9  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1909  so  as  to  permit  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner to  cause  the  automobiles  of  his  depart- 
ment to  be  painted  red. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
--'  Headquarters  Fire  Department, 

August  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  Circular  No.  41 
from  your  office  with  regard  to  chapter  9  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1909,  which  refers  to  uniform  color, 
etc.,  of  automobiles  owned  b.v  the  City  of  Boston. 

I  would  .state  that  this  department  has  never 
been  informed  that  there  was  a  uniform  color  for 
city  automobiles.  I  am  informed  that  under  the 
administration  of  former  Mayor  Hibbard  the 
color  accepted  officially  for  Fire  Department 
automobiles  was  red.  I  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  red  is  the  color 
of  this  department  and  known  by  the  citizens  of 
the  cit.v  to  be  the  Fire  Department  color,  helping 
them  to  identify  a  piece  of  fii'C  apparatus  respond- 
ing to   alarms,   and   also   that   it   tends   to   hurry 
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pedestrians  and  vehicles  out  of  the  way  in  such 
emergency,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  .that  the 
City  Council  amend  the  Ordinance  of  1909  by 
exempting  the  automobiles  belonging  to  the  Fire 
Department  and  allowing  them  to  be  painted  the 
official  Fire  Department  color. 

Very  respectfully, 
Charles  H.  Cole,  Commissioner. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows : 

That  chapter  9  of  the  Ordinances  of  1909  be 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  words  said 
automobiles  are  used,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  the 
ordinance  as  printed  in  City  Document  161  of 
1909,  the  following  sentence,  "but  it  is  provided 
that  the  automobiles  of  the  Fire  Department  may 
be  painted  red,"  so  that  the  ordinance  shall  read: 

"All  automobiles  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  be  painted  a  uniform  distinctive  color, 
bearing  on  each  side  the  words  'City  of  Boston,' 
and  also  a  designation  in  words  showing  by  which 
.  department  said  automobiles  are  used,  but  it  is 
provided  that  the  automobiles  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment may  be  painted  red.  And  it  is  further 
provided  that  all  such  automobiles  shall  be  regis- 
tered in  the  name  of  the  city  of  Boston." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


EXPENSE   OF   HEALTH   EXHIBIT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  23,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health,  stating  that  the 
Board  will  expend  eighteen  hundred  to  two  thou- 
sand dollars  in  preparing  an  exhibit  and  sending 
delegates  to  the  International  Congress  of  Hygiene 
and  Demography  at  Washington,  D.  C.  This 
expenditure  was  authorized  by  me  and  will,  I 
believe,  justify  itself  in  the  opportunity  afforded  to 
the  city  officials  to  compare  ideas  with  the  leading 
sanitarians  of  the  world  who  will  be  present  at  this 
congress.  The  vaiue  of  such  meetings  cannot  be 
overestimated,  and  I  am  confident  that  your 
honorable  body  will  agree  to  the  transfer  in  the 
accompanying  order,  which  I  recommend  for  pas- 
sage. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  August  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of 
Health  to  state  that,  in  accordance  with  your 
Honor's  expressed  wishes,  it  has  prepared  and  will 
send  to  the  International  Congress  of  Hygiene  and 
Demography  at  Washington,  D.  C,  a  complete 
exhibit  of  its  work.  It  is  estimated  that  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  Board  of  Health  exhibit  and  cost  of 
attendance  of  delegates  will  be  about  .$1 ,800  ■  or 
$2,000.  As  no  provision  was  made  in  the  budget, 
the  Board  directs  me  to  request  an  appropriation 
of  .^2,000  for  this  purpose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Very  truly  yours, 

F.  H.  Slack,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1803  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  (82,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Health  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONVENIENCE  STATION,  WARD  21. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health,  submitting  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  establishing  a  convenience 
station  on  Washington  Park,  Ward  21.  This 
letter  is  in  response  to  a  request  from  your  honorable 
body  contained  in  an  order  passed  at  its  meeting 
of  August  12,  1912. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  August  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Health 
to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  request  of  the  City 
Council,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  for  an 
estimate  by  this  department  of  the  cost  of  establish- 
ing a  convenience  station  at  Washington  Park, 
Ward  21,  and  to  state  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  a  cottage  station  could  be  established  at 
this  point  at  a  cost  of  from  S5,000  to  S8,000.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  on  account  of  the 
existence  of  a  ledge  of  rocks  the  cottage  type  of 
station  without  basement  could  be  constructed  at 
less  cost  than  the  ordinary  type  of  station  such 
as  is  now  being  placed  at  various  points  of  the 
city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Yours  very  truly, 

F.  H.  Slack,  Secretary. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COLUMBUS   DAY   CELEBRATION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  22,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  request  signed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Citizens'  Public  Celebration  Asso- 
ciation, which  outlines  a  program  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  Columbus  Day.  The  principal  features 
are  a  parade,  in  which  national  and  state  troops 
and  civic  organizations  will  take  part,  a  pageant 
accompanied  by  choral  singing  and  the  music  of 
massed  bands,  and  an  electrical  illumination  with 
fireworks  and  band  concert  at  Franklin  Field. 
The  estimated  cost  of  this  celebration  is  $8,7.50. 
As  the  figure  is  rather  large  and  the  pageant 
feature  seems  to  complicate  rather  than  complete 
the  program,  I  have  struck  out  this  item,  thus 
reducing  the  cost  to  a  little  less  than  $7,000. 

This  program,  if  carried  out,  would  make  the 
holidaj'  one  of  concentrated  rather  than  dispersed 
attractions,  thus  giving  it  a  distinctive  character 
as  compared  with  July  4  or  the  17th  of  June. 
The  parade  would  be  made  of  such  a  character 
as  to  impress  the  magnificent  lesson  which  the 
day  commemorates,  and  the  fireworks  and  music 
given  in  the  evening  would  afford  relaxation  after 
the  more  serious  exercises.  I  understand  it  is 
the  ambition  of  this  committee  to  make  the 
Columbus  Day  procession  an  annual  event  of 
prime  importance,  and  if  the  various  organiza- 
tions to  which  they  intend  to  appeal  respond  as 
they  hope,  the  parade  this  year  will  be  the  most 
noteworthy  that  has  been  held  in  Boston  since 
September  17,  1880,  when  the  city  celebrated  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  found- 
ing. There  is,  I  believe,  a  general  feeling  that 
the  form  of  celebration  of  Columbus  Day  has  been 
merely  tentative  thus  far,  and  that  it  is  time  to  act 
vigorously  and  establish  the  commemoration  upon 
a  firmer  and  broader  basis. 

On  August  1  the  appropriation  for  Mayor's 
Office,  Public  Celebrations,  amounted  to  $6,953,72. 
About  one  thous'and  six  hundred  dollars  of  this  is 
pledged  to  the  payment  of  unpaid  bills  for  the 
Fourth  of  July  and  Dorchester  Day  celebrations, 
leaving  about  fifty-three  hundred  dollars  as  the 
actual  remainder.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
Labor  Day  celebration  this  year  will  be  $2,700, 
and  if  to  this  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Columbus 
Day  celebration  is  added,  the  amount  required  for 
the  two  holidays  yet  to  come,  in  addition  to  the 
funds  now  available,  will  be  $4,400. 

To  provide  for  all  emergencies  I  recommerid  the 
passage  of  the  accompanving  order  appropriating 
the  sum  of  $5,000  for  Mayor's  Office,  Public 
Celebrations. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Maj'or. 

City  of  Boston, 
Citizens'  Public  Celebration  Association. 

August  10,  1912. 
Recommendations     for     a     Citt     of     Boston 
Observance   of  Columbus   Day,   October 
12,  1912. 

To   his   Honor   the   M.ayor    and    the    Director   of 

Public  Celebrations: 

A  subcommittee  to  consider  the  observance  of 

Columbus    Day    was    appointed    by    the    General 

Committee   of   the   Citizens'    Public   Celebration 
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Association.  The  subcommittee  was  composed 
of  John  B.  Graham,  chairman;  C.  L.  Burrill, 
Maj.  C.  H.  Cole,  Frank  J.  Flynn,  Henry  E.  Hagan, 
P.  A.  Kearns,  David  W.  Murray,  Alexander  I. 
Peckham,  A.  L.  Winship,  James  H.  Phelan,  Louis 
Watson. 

A  report  was  submitted  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee at  a  meeting  held  July  30.  The  report  was 
approved  and  the  subcommittee  was  continued 
to  assist  the  Director  of  Public  Celebrations  to 
carry  out  such  plan  as  might  be  approved  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  following  pla^i  for  a  City  of  Boston  observ- 
ance of  Columbus  Day  is  offered  for  approval. 

The  committee  desires  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  there  is  none  too  iimch  time  to  make  arrange- 
ments and  that  the  plaii  that  is  to  be  arranged  for 
should  be  finally  settled  upon  with  the  least  pos-* 
sible  delay. 

The  subcommittee  recommended,  and  the 
General  Committee  approved,  a  program  for 
Columbus  Day  that  would  provide  features  for 
the  whole  day  and  evening  appropriate  to  the 
holiday.  It  is  desired  that  there  be  as  much 
cooperation  as  possible  between  the  city  and  the 
citizens,  both  financially  and  in  the  giving  of  serv- 
ices, so  that  the  entire  program  may  be  carried 
out  ajid  set  a  staadard  for  the  observance  of  this 
annual  holiday.  The  program  as  recommended 
embraces  these  features: 

P.^nADE. 

A  great  military,  naval,  civic  and  feature  parade 
in  the  forenoon.  This  to  be  the  big  event  of  the 
day.  To  include  at  least  two  battalions  from  the 
United  States  Army;  a  brigade  from  the  United 
States  Navy ;  the  entire  State  National  G  uard  if  the 
Governor  will  order  a  mobilization  of  the  state 
troops,  or  of  such  troops  from  Greater  Boston  as 
will  volunteer  if  mobilization  is  not  arranged. 

Other  uniformed  organizations  such  as  Knights 
of  Columbus,  Kniglits  of  Pythias,  Ancient  Order 
of  Hibernians,  Knights  Templar,  High  School 
Cadets,  Boy  Scouts,  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery, Massachusetts  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters, 
Foresters  of  America,  Mission  Church  Cadets, 
Police  and  Fire  [Departments,  veteran  organiza- 
tions, Italian  organizations,  Greek  organizations, 
and  all  others  that  accept  the  invitation,  including 
a  representation  of  every  nationality. 

Features  in  the  Parade. 

The  committee  desires  that  the  parade  be  more  , 
than  a  spectacle,  and  recommends  that  the  educa- 
tional, patriotic  and  historical  elements  be  made 
prominent.     It  is  suggested  that  there   be   three 
general  divisions  of  the  parade: 

First,  Historical  Division,  in  which  might  be 
shown  by  costumed  marchers,  floats  and  banners 
the  various  events  in  the  discovery  and  early  his- 
tory of  America  and  of  New  England.  This  might 
be  accomplished  in  part  by  having  each  nationality 
to  be  found  in  the  population  of  Boston  show  one 
or  more  of  its  contributions  to  American  history — 
to  the  building  of  the  nation. 

Second,  Commercial  Division,  in  which  the 
current  life  of  the  community  would  be  prominent 
— Boston  as  a  world  center  of  commerce,  or  similar 
subject.  Have  each  industry  and  each  group  of 
people  show  in  some  graphic  manner  what  it  is 
contributing  to  make  Boston  of  to-day  a  great 
city  of  industry  and  prosperity.  Have  the  Greeks, 
the  Poles,  the  Chinese,  the  Irish,  the  Hebrews, 
the  Italians,  and  so  on,  each  demonstrate  one  or 
more  appropriate  features  in  this  division.  Let 
a  plan  be  worked  out  in  advance  and  definite  parts 
assigned  to  each  organization  or  group. 

Business  houses  to  be  invited  to  enter  floats  in 
this  division,  in  harmony  with  the  general  plan, 
not  advertising  features. 

Offer  prizes  for  the  best  demonstrations. 

Invite  the  cooperation  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Port  of  Bostim  Board. 

Also  as  many  civic  organizations  as  possible, 
who  may  be  represented  by  marching  bodies, 
delegations  in  decorated  automobiles,  or  by 
floats. 

City  departments  to  show  the  particular  con- 
tribution of  each  department  to  the  welfare  of 
the  city,  by  floats  or  marching  bodies. 

Third,  the  military  and  naval  bodies  acting 
as  escort  to  the   historical    and  feature  divisions. 

A  parade  of  at  least  50,000  and  probably  60,000 
persons  would  result  if  these  plans  were  carried 
out,  producing  one  of  the  greatest  and  probably 
the    most    interesting    street    pageant    ever    pre- 


sented in  Boston  or  New  England.  There  has 
been  no  City  of  Boston  parade  of  this  character 
since  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
Boston,  in  1880. 

Pageant  Ending  to  Parade. 

The  committee  approved  a  plan  offered  for  its 
consideration  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Sheafe  in  which  he 
proposed  to  present  a  pageant  entitled  "The 
Building  of  the  Nation."  But  the  committee 
considered  it  inadvisable  to  recommend  the 
pageant  in  addition  to  such  an  elaborate  parade 
unless  the  two  could  be  combined.  A  combina- 
tion has  since  been  worked  out  in  part  and  in  this 
modified  form  is  recommended  if  sufficient  funds 
are  available  from  city  or  private  sources. 

The  pageant  feature  is  particularly  appropriate 
for  this  holiday  and  is  in  harmony  with  the  ten- 
dencies of  the  times  to  present  out-of-doors  living 
motion  pictures  of  patriotic  and  historical  charac- 
ter as  parts  of  holiday  celebrations.  Boston's 
first  effort  in  this  line  on  Fourth  of  July  indicated 
popular  approval,  which  would  undoubtedly  be 
more  marked  on  this  occasion. 

The  performers  for  the  pageant  may  be  included 
in  the  parade  and  after  going  over  the  route  may 
proceed  to  Boston  Common,  the  proposed  site 
for  the  following  performance.  In  the  parade  the 
performers  would  be  in  groups  by  nationalities, 
wearing  native  dress,  headed  by  a  man  or  woman 
costumed  to  represent  a  character  prominent  in 
that  country's  liLstory.  In  the  pageant,  these 
people  (3,000  in  number)  would  show  "The 
Building  of  the  Nation,"  according  to  Mr.  Sheafe's 
plan,  winch  is  presented  in  full  in  printed  form 
appended,  although  this  plan  is  subject  to  read- 
justment as  may  be  decided  by  a  subcommittee 
expected  to  have  charge  of  this  feature. 

On  Boston  Common,  on  the  parade  ground, 
probably  100,000  people  could  comfortably  witness 
the  exhibition,  which  would  oceupj'  two  hours  or 
a  little  less. 

Following  the  pageant,  and  adjusted  to  its 
program,  might  be  a  dress  parade  by  troops  from 
the  parade. 

Use  of  Stadium  or  Ball  Grounds  for  Pageant. — 
A  suggestion  has  been  advanced  that  the  pageant 
be  made  distinct  from  the  parade  and  given  either 
in  Harvard  Stadium  or  in  one  of  the  baseball 
grounds.  The  Stadium  would  be  especially  desir- 
able. The  cost  would  be  about  the  same  and 
accommodations  for  the  audience  greatly  improved. 
If  given  in  such  a  place,  the  choral  singing  men- 
tioned later  might  be  included. 

Choral  Singing. 
The  committee  adopted  a  suggestion  from  Mr. 
William  Orr  and  reconunends  that  a  .program  of 
massed  music  be  arranged  in  which  several  thou- 
sand trained  voices  may  sing  in  Engli.sh  or  original 
tongues  all  the  national  airs,  patriotic  songs  and 
common  hynms  for  about  half  an  hour,  led  by  two 
massed  bands.  The  singers  would  come  from  choral 
societies,  choirs,  quartets  and  other  groups  whose 
members  arc  trained  singers.  The  audience  would 
join  in  the  choruses.  This  is  especially  a  patriotic 
feature,  more  common  in  European  countries  than 
in  America.  The  feature  might  be  on  Boston  Com- 
mon in  the  morning  previous  to  the  parade,  or 
combined  with  the  pageant. 

Evening. 
For  the  evening  the  committee  considered  a 
scheme  of  electrical  illumination  of  Charles  River 
Basin  b.v  the  cooperation  of  the  cities  of  Boston 
and  Cambridge  and  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission and  the  Edison  Company.  There  is  a 
question  whether  this  plan  is  feasible.  If  not, 
then  the  recommendation  is  for  fireworks,  band 
concert  and  some  form  of  electrical  illumination 
at  Franklin  Field. 

Features  for  Children. 
A  suggestion  was  made  to  the  committee  for 
recreation  programs  to  be  carried  out  in  two  or 
three  parks  in  different  districts  for  the  benefit  of 
children.  But  as  Columbus  Day  is  more  especially 
a  holiday  for  grown-up  folk  and  as  the  children  are 
likely  to  be  busy  in  the  morning  watching  prepara- 
tions for  the  parade,  it  is  recommended  that  a 
special  f grandstand  be  erected  or  a  roped- off  space 
to  be  reserved  exclusively  for  children,  picked  from 
various  schools  and  organizations  and  to  sing  during 
the  progress  of  the  parade. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Advance  Interest. 
It  is  proposed  to  arouse  advance  interest  in  the 

day's    celebration,    locally    and    throughout    New 

England,  by  publicity. 

Have    the    Superintendent    of    Schools    send    a 

circular  letter  to  teachers  outlining  a  plan  by  which 

pupils  may    take  up  in  study  subjects  which   are 

to  be  worked  out  in  the  parade  or  the  pageant. 
Sclrools  to  be  encouraged  to  present  in  halls  in 

advance  of  the  holiday,  plays  or  small  pageants 

with  patriotic  and  historical  subjects. 

Merchants    to    be   interested    to    make    special 

window  displays  in  harmony  with  the  holiday  in 

advance  of  the  date. 

Business  houses  to  be  encouraged  to  take  part 

in  a  general  decoration  scheme,  both  by  displays 

of  flags  and  bunting  and  by  the  use  of   special 

designs  to  be  worked  out  by  a  subcommittee. 
Arouse  the  newspapers  to  take  an  interest  and 

help  the  people  understand  the  significance  of  the 

occasion. 

Cost. 
In   consultation   with    the   Director    of    Public 

Celebrations    the    following    estimate    has    been 

made  of  the  cost  of  the  foregoing  plans: 

Parade. — If  organizations  volunteer,  and 
it  state  troops  are  mobilized  under 
orders,  to  ctost $3,000 

Prizes  for  floats  and  features  by  organi- 
zations   ', 500 

(Bands  to  be  provided  by  organizations 
so  far  as  possible.) 

Music. — For  choral  singing  and  pageant 

and  incidentals 500 

(Including  two  massed  bands  for  sing- 
ing and  two  for  pageant.  Cost  reduced 
if  same  bands  can  be  used.) 

Evening. — Electrical  illumination  with 
display  of  fireworks  and  band  concert 
at  Franklin  Field 1,200 

Grandstands. — A  reviewing  stand  for  500 

people 500 

Stand  for  children  or  sight-seeing  auto- 
Viobiles  in  parade  with  children  singing,  500 

Incidentals. — Printing,    postage,    clerical 

help,  etc 750 

S6,950 

Raising  Funds. — Contributions  may  be  invited 
from  business  and  other  interests,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Directors  of  the  Port,  etc.,  to  cover 
part  of  the  expense,  provided  the  city  cannot 
appropriate  the  full  amount  necessary.  A  popular 
interest  may  be  aroused  in  the  plan  and  the 
Citizens'  Public  Celebration  Association  may 
receive  contributions  of  $1  upward.  If  the  city 
can  sell  concession  rigms  for  grandstands,  pro- 
grams and  badges,  a  considerable  income  can  be 
realized.  If  this  cannot  be  done  by  the  citj*, 
perhaps  the  Citizens'  Public  Celebration  Associa- 
tion can  handle  the  matter  and  turn  over  the  pro- 
ceeds as  a  citizens'  contribution. 

Conclusion. 

The  committee  realizes  that'  its  recommenda- 
tions provide  for  a  much  more  elaborate  observance 
of  Columbus  Day  than  the  programs  heretofore 
carried  out.  But  as  there  have  been  only  private 
observances  of  the  lioliday,  and  as  this  is  the  first 
attempt  to  frame  a  plan  for  a  City  of  Boston 
observance  of  the  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of 
America  by  the  entire  community,  the  committee 
considers  it  desirable  to  establish  a  high  standard 
this  year,  both  for  local  reasons  and  to  guide  other 
cities  that  have  not  yet  evolved  a  satisfactory 
plan  for  the  observance  of  Columbus  Day.  There- 
fore we  hope  it  may  be  possible  to  carry  out  the 
program  substantially  as  recommended,  cither  by 
the  city  or  by  private  cooperation. 

For  the  General  Committee. 

E.  B.   Merc,  Secretary. 


The  Building  of  the  Nation. 
Design. 
The  design  of  this  spectacle  is  to  symbolize  the 
amalgamation  of  the  various  nations -of  the  Old 
World  into  one  in  the  New, —  the  Americans, —  in 
which  are  preserved  the  strength  and  beaulj-  of 
each  people  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the 
general  good  will  among  them  and  display  the 
individual  characteristics  and  ideas  and  ideals. 


Plan. 

This  can,  perhaps,  be  done  in  no  more  acceptable 
or  appropriate  way  than  by  bringing  together  the 
representatives  of  the  different  nations  who  are  to 
be  found  among  our  population,  and  presenting, 
through  them,  the  costeme,  music  and  dance  or 
game  which  best  represents  their  nation.  It  is 
not  the  design  to  present  these  as  artistic  accom- 
plishments, nor  in  any  other  manner  give  encourage- 
ment to  systematic  comparison,  or  to  infer  either 
preference  or  precedence,  and  the  various  nations 
will  be  presented  in  their  strict  alphabetical  order, 
without  regard  to  anj'  questions  of  art,  merit, 
fancy  or  expedient,  thereby  assuring  each  nation  a 
full  share  of  favor. 

Place. 

The  Stadium  at  Harvard  would  afford  the  most 
oeautiful  and  appropriate  setting  imaginable  for  the 
purpose. 

Performers. 

The  presentation  of  tliis  idea  in  proper  form  calls 
for  a  great  number  of  performers,  not  less  than 
3,000  persons,  and  these  are  to  be  obtained  by  the 
cooperation  of  the  various  patriotic  organizations, 
who  are  best  qualified  to  represent  their  people. 

Description. 
The  pageant  itself  will  open  with  a  triumphal 
march,  in  which  the  various  nations  will  appear 
in  the  alphabetical  order,  each  group  led  by  a 
person  made  up  and  dressed  to  represent  a  con- 
spicuous national  character.  This  person  will  be 
mounted,  and  attended  by  a  detail  carrying  a  full 
standard  of  the  national  colors.  Following  these 
will  come  the  other  performers  in  the  national 
costumes,  each  carrying  a  small  silk  national  flag 
(furled).  The  column  will  move  forward  to  the 
strains  of  the  national  anthem  of  the  first  contin- 
gent to  a  point  in  the  center  of  the  arena,  where 
they  will  halt,  and  sing  one  stanza  of  their  national 
anthem  in  their  native  tongue.  The  line  will 
then  move  forward,  now  to  the  music  of  the  anthem 
of  the  next  nation,  and  this  will  be  repeated  for 
each  people  until  all  have  done  their  parts  and 
moved  on  to  stations  regularly  appointed  around 
the  arena.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  march  there 
will  enter,  to  a  medley  of  American  patriotic 
songs,  a  large  float,  mounted  upon  an  automobile 
truck,  and  apparently  drawn  by  forty-seven  young 
ladies  representing  the  states,  and  convoyed  by  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  carrying  a  full  set  of  state 
flags.  This  will  proceed  to  a  position  at  the  head 
of  the  arena,  and  halt,  the  figurants  grouping 
themselves  around  the  float,  which  will  represent 
the  spirit  of  America  offering  the  blessings  of 
peace,  freedom  and  prosperity  to  all  the  world. 
This  will  be  driven  by  a  lady  enthroned  upon  the 
front  of  the  float,  and  costumed  as  Columbia, 
who  will  hold  the  reins  of  the  yovmg  ladies  who 
"draw"  it.  These  figurants  will  be  arranged  in 
a  fan-like  form  radiating  from  the  float,  and  the 
reins  will  be  divided  into  three  sections  from  left 
to  right — red,  white  and  blue. 

National  Dances. 

When  the  float  has  reached  its  station  in  the 
arena,  the  various  national  bodies  will  advance 
in  turn  to  .a  place  before  the  flo.at,  where  they  will 
execute  their  national  dance  to  the  accompaniment 
of  their  peculiar  instruments,  if  any,  and  retire 
to  their  places. 

"America." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  dancing  the  consoli- 
dated bands  will  play  one  stanza  of  "America," 
and  the  spectators  will  be  requested  to  rise,  uncover, 
and  join  with  the  entire  bodj-  of  performers  in 
singing  the  anthem  through. 

Trooping  of  the  Colors. 
Following  the  rendering  of  the  national  anthem, 
the  bands  will  play  "The  Star  Spangled  B.anner," 
during  which  the  performers  will  march  forward 
towards  the  center,  unfurling  their  flags  and 
holding  them  low.  At  that  point  in  the  melody 
where  the  words  "The  .Star  Spangled  Banner,  and 
long  may  she  wave,"  etc.,  occur,  Columbia  will 
rise  from  her  throne  and  release  a  huge  American 
flag,  which  will  be  suspended  by  a  captive  balloon, 
high  over  all,  when  the  performers  will  raise  their 
flags  waving,  until  the  line  .again  moves,^ —  this 
lime  led  by  the  float,  which  will  go  to  the  farthest 
end  of  the  arena,  wlieel,  and  return  to  the  place 
of  entrance, —  and  makes  its  exit,  followed  by  the 
body  of  the  performers. 
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Ordered,  Thiit  under  llie  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  18!)3  the  City  Auditor  bo  and 
hereby  is  autliorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five 
tliousand  dollars  ($5,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor,  Public  Cele- 
brations. 

Ueferred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


QUALITIES  OF  MATERIAL  FOR  ANNEX. 
The  followins  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Augu,st  24,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeling  of  your  honorable  body  held 
August  12,  1912,  the  following  order  was  passed: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  report  on  the  respective  qualities  of 
granite  and  Indiana  limestone  for  use  in  con- 
structing the  annex  to  the  City  Hall.  w 
I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  in  which  he 
expresses  liis  opinion  as  to  the  relative  merits  of 
these  two  materials  and  adduces  the  tostiraony 
of  experts  in  support  of  his  view. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzoeh.^ld,  Mayor. 

Cit.v  of  Boston. 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  Regarding  the  inclosed  recjuest  of 
the  City  Council  for  information  as  to  the  respective 
qualities  of  granite  and  Indiana  limestone  for  use 
in  constructing  the  annex  to  City  Hall,  I  wish 
to  submit  that  I  have  made  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  same  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  granite 
is  the  most  durable  and  monumental. 

Limestone  is  one  of  the  softest  of  building 
stones,  is  porous,  easily  chipped,  and  surface  will 
peel  and  powder  off  in  a  few  years.  On  account 
of  its  porous  nature  the  danger  of  wetting  and 
drying  of  the  steeU  framework  and  the  conse- 
quent disintegration  of  the  steel  is  great,  with- 
limestone  and  verj'  negligible  with  granite. 

Limestone,  in  the  eour.se  of  five  years,  will 
discolor  and  become  dark  and  somber,  the  stains 
will  penetrate  it  and  there  is  no  chance  of  cleaning 
same  on  account  of  its  fragile  and  chippy  nature. 
Limestone  has  advantage  over  granite  in  cases 
of  fire,  by  longer  withstanding  same,  but  the 
advantage  in  this  case  should  hardl.v  be  considered 
in  view  of  the  surroundings  and  also  as  the  con- 
templated building  is  to  bo  protected  with  water 
curtains. 

Granite  will  hold'  its  color  longer  and  can  be 
more  easily  restored  to  its  original  color  in  future 
years  as  its  surface  is  hard  and  stains  will  not 
penetrate  it. 

Most  of  the  monumental  buildings  throughout 
the  coimtry  are  built  of  either  granite  or  marble 
but  I  find  also  that  linjestone  is  considerably  used 
in  the  southern  or  warmer  climates. 

The  reason  of  asking  for  an  estimate  for  the 
erectirtn  of  the  City  Hall  Annex  with  limestone 
was  simply  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  was  antici- 
pated that  the  appropriation,  as  made,  was  not 
sufficient  to  build  the  same  of  granite. 

I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that,  in  view  of  the 
location  of  the  building,  its  surroundings  and 
superior  quality  of  granite,  it  would  be  much  more 
advantageous  to  have  a  granite  building  on  this 
site. 

I  might  add  that  Mr.  Edward  T.  P.  Graham, 
the  architect  for  the  building,  agrees  with  me  as 
to  the  above. 

For  further  information  I  am  inclosing   several 
copies    of    communications     in    relation    to    this 
matter     which    I    have    recently    received    from 
dealers  who  supply  such  material. 
Yours  respectfully, 
M.  J.   Fish, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  August  IG,  1912. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Fish, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings: 
Dear  Sir, — In  regard  to  the  inciuiry  from  your 
office  this  morning   by  phone    about  the  relative 
difference  between  limestone  and  granite  for  pub- 
ic buildings,  also  inquiring  for  some  of  the  build- 


ings that  have  been  built  of  limestone.  Now,  as 
to  the  question  of  the  durability  of  limestone,  it 
would  seem  that  this  is  best  answered  when  we 
answer  your  second  question.  We  mean  that  on 
account  of  the  prominent  buildings  mentioned 
below,  the  question  of  durability  must  have  been 
thoroughly  investigated  to  the  satisfaction  evi- 
dently of  the  many  different  persons  that  were 
interested  in  the  construction  of  same,  and  no 
doubt  they  went  into  the  subject  as  you  are 
doing. 

Regarding  our  own  experience,  would  say  we 
have  been  using  this  limestone  for  twenty  years 
with  only  first-class  results. 

We  wish  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the 
inclo.sed  print  showing  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing,  now  being  erected  at  Washington, 
D.  C  This  building  is  costing  approximatel.v 
$2,000,000  for  the  outside  shell,  and  is  being  built 
entirely  of  limestone. 

We  would  state  at  this  time  that  90  per  cent  of 
the  post  office  buildings  for  the  Government  are 
being  constructed  of  Indiana  limestone. 

We  might  mention  the  following  buildings 
which  occur  to  us  at  the  present  time: 

In  New  York  City:  Woolworth  Building, 
United  States  Realty  Building,  Trinity  Building, 
Seligman  Bank  Building,  White  Hall  Building, 
Cotton  Exchange,  Consolidated  Stock  Exchange, 
Board  of  Education  Building,  Borough  Hall 
Building. 

City  Hall,  Newark,  N.  J. 

City  Hall,  Jersey  City. 

Indianapolis  Post  Office. 

State  Capitol,  Georgia. 

State  Capitol,  Kentucky. 

State  Capitol,  Mississippi. 

University  Buildings,  Chicago. 

Columbian  Life  Building  (now  being  built), 
Franklin  and  Arch  streets,  Boston,  Mass. 

Stearns  Building,  Tremont  street,  Boston,  Mass. 

International  Tru.st  Company  Building,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Christian  Science  Church,  Boston,  Mass. 

Minot  Building,  Devonshire  street,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Kidder,  Pcabody  Building,  Boston,   Mass. 

Lawrence  Building,  Tremont  street,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Lawrence  Building,  Devonshire  street,  Boston, 
Mass. 

We  could  go  on  almost  indefinitely,  mentioning 
buildings,  but  we  think  that  possibly  these  will 
suffice. 

If  there  is  any  further  information  we  can  give 
you  on  the  subject,  we  would  be  glad  to  have  you 
call  on  us  at  any  time. 

Yours  very  tridy, 

Shea  &  Donnelly, 

(Signed)     J.  P.  Gheen. 


From  Hallowell  Granite  Company. 

In  replying  to  your  request  as  to  the  relative 
merits  of  limestone  and  granite  as  a  building  mate- 
rial, I  will  state  that  the  limestone  now  in  general 
use  for  building  purposes  is  supplied  from  quarries 
situated  in  the  states  of  the  middle  west.  These 
deposits  are  of  oolitic  formation  and  a  chemical 
analysis  shows  the  stone  to  be  principally  composed 
of  carbonate  of  lime. 

The  average  specific  gravity  is  2.51,  the  crushing 
strength  varios  from  6,600  to  9,000  pounds  to  the 
inch  and  the  ratio  of  absorption  averages  1.63. 

Granite  is  principally  supplied  from  quarries 
situated  ill  the  eastern  states.  It  is  one  of  the 
oldest  rock  formations  known  to  geology — being 
of  igneous  origin  and  composed  of  cjuartz,  feldspar 
and  mica  in  varying  proportions  and  colors.  Its 
specific  gravity  is  2.66,  the  crushing  strength  from 
18,000  to  34,000  pounds  per  inch,  and  ratio  of 
absorption  1.42. 

Now,  it  is  plain  that  in  constructing  buildings 
of  a  monumental  nature  not  only  should  they  be 
of  practical  plan  and  pleasing  in  design,  but  as 
they  are  intended  for  the  use  of  future  generations 
as  well  as  for  the  present,  they  should  be  of  such 
material  as  to  withstand  as  far  as  possible  the 
destructive  action  of  the  elements.  They  should 
in  fact  be,  both  in  architecture  and  material,  rep- 
resentative of  the  best  skill  and  knowledge  of  the 
times  which  produce  them. 

Even  a  limited  examination  will  disclose  the  fact 
that  building  stones  vary  greatly  in  durability, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  on  some,  after  only  a  few 
years,  the  disintegrating  forces  of  nature  are  ver.y 
apparent. 
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For  example,  the  old  part  of  the  Capitol  at 
Washington  composed  of  limestone  has  to  be 
painted  frequently  and  have  broken  stones  replaced. 

The  Treasury  Building  has  recently  had  its 
limestone  columns  removed  and  replaced  with 
granite.  The  dangerous  condition  of  the  Cook 
County  Court  House,  Chicago,  where  the  limestone 
was  continually  falling,  rendered  it  necessary  to 
take  the  whole  building  down,  and  it  was  replaced 
with  granite. 

These  examples,  as  well  as  others,  make  it  evi- 
dent that  while  the  color  and  texture  of  a  stone 
may  readily  be  determined,  it  is  not  so  with  its 
strength  and  durability,  which  depend  on  causes 
not  visible  to  the  eye. 

The  real  value  of  a  building  stone  depends, 
therefore,  on  its  chemical  composition  and  its 
physical  constitution,  and  these  differences  are 
often  so  considerable  as  to  seriously  affect  their 
durability,  and  it  has  long  been  the  belief  among 
practical  men  that  as  all  stone  absorbs  water  to 
some  degree,  it  is  the  more  necessary  to  select  one 
which  is  the  least  poroxis,  and  has  the  greatest 
density,  and  whose  chemical  composition  is  such 
as  to  present  the  greatest  resistance  to  the  elements. 

Now  limestones  are  affected  by  the  action  of 
carbonic  acid,  and  especially  in  cities  where  fur- 
naces are  numerous  a  weak  solution  of  this  acid 
is  present  in  rain  water,  which  with  other  acids 
carry  on  a  work  of  destruction.  It  is  stated  by 
Professor  Caff  all  that  "there  is  no  stone  that  is 
so  quickly  disfigured  by  weather  staining  as  lime- 
stone." 

The  most  important  in  its  results  of  all  the 
experiments  regarding  building  materials  is  the 
determination  of  the  force  required  to  crush  them, 
and  the  importance  of  determining  the  resistance 
of  building  material  to  pressure  cannot-  be  over- 
estimated. It  gives  accurate  information  obtain- 
able in  no  other  way. 

The  composition  of  granite  demonstrates  its 
durability  and  it  has  stood  the  test  of  time  and 
experience.  Climatic  and  atmospheric  changes 
have  no  appreciable  effect  upon  it.  It  is  the  most 
permanent  of  building  materials.  Permanence  is 
a  mark  of  self-respect  and  it  is  indisputable  that 
an  old  granite  building  always  looks  respectable. 
It  carries  with  it  stability,  dignity  and  taste. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  almost  without  excep- 
tion state  and  municipal  buildings  and  all  monu- 
mental structures  are  built  of  granite. 


Capitol  Commission  of  Wisconsin, 
Madison,  Wis.,  March  9,  1912. 
Mr.  George  H.  Bickford, 

Hotal  Pfister,  Milwaukee,  Wis.: 

My  dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  request  for  a 
statement  of  the  reasons  which  determined  the 
Capitol  Commission  to  use  granite  in  the  new  cap- 
itol  in  preference  to  marble,  would  say,  in  the 
spring  of  1907,  when  the  question  of  the  proper 
material  for  the  facing  of  the  building  arose,  a 
committee  composed  of  Governor  Davidson,  Sen- 
ators Whitehead  and  Burns,  and  Assemblymen 
Bancroft  and  Baker,  William  F.  Vilas  and  myself 
visited  the  marble  quarries  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
the  cities  of  Washington,  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Providence  and  Boston,  also  your  quarrj'  and 
works  at  Bethel,  and  after  their  return  all  voted 
to  use  granite  with  the  exception  of  Senator 
Whitehead. 

The  committee  felt  that  while  possibly  marble  is 
as  durable  a  material  as  granite,  it  is  not  generally 
so  regarded,  and  that  buildings  which  are  built 
of  granite  appealed  to  the  general  public  as  being 
more  substantial  and  enduring. 

Moreover,  in  the  case  of  nearly  all  marble  build- 
ings the  marble  facing  is  put  on  simply  as  a  veneer. 
This  tact  is  shown  on  the  exterior  by  narrow  heads, 
pieced  jambs,  etc.  In  the  case  of  granite  buildings 
the  facing  becomes  an  integral  part  of  the  wall, 
that  is,  there  are  no  stone  less  than  eight  inches  in 
depth  and  half  of  the  stone  arc,  or  should  be,  of 
greater  depth,  thereby  bonding  with  the  masonry 
backing.  .  ,        .       -i 

Since  granite  has  very  much  greater  tensile 
strength  than  marble,  buildings  built  of  it  are  less 
likely  to  show  cracks  due  to  contraction  of  thestone. 

I  personally  made  a  very  careful  inspection  of 
the  St.  Paul'  Capitol,  which  is  built  of  marble, 
having- this  point  in  view,  and  I  found  a  number 
of  places  where  the  lintels  had  cracked,  apparently 
not  because  of  settlement  but  because  of  their 
contraction  in  cold  weather.  My  recollection  is 
that  the  three  large  lintels  over  the  second  story 
openings  of  the  main  entrance  aie  all  broken.    This 


probably   does   not    materially   weaken   the    con- 
struction, but  it  is  most  unsightly. 

Since  the  work  on  our  building  started  I  have 
visited  with  a  number  of  people  interested  in  the 
St.  Paul  Capitol,  and  I  think  that  without  excep- 
tion they  one  and  .all  admit  that  they  made  a 
great  mistake  when  they  built  the  building  of 
marble. 

If  you  care  to  refer  the  parties  with  whom  you 
are  in  negotiation  to  me  for  a  recommendation  as 
to  the  ability  and  honesty  of  your  concern,  I  will 
be  glad  to  recommend  it,  because  I  feel  that  I  can 
truthfully  say  that  out  of  over  one  hundred  con- 
tractors who  have  done  work  on  the  building  so 
far  the  granite  work  has  given  the  least  trouble. 
I  have  always  found  your  concern  able,  willing 
and  cheerful  in  its  work  and  our  dealings  and  any 
differences  which  have  arisen  in  the  execution  of 
your  contract,  which  to  date  amounts  to  over 
one  million  dollars,  have  been  so  slight  as  to  be 
forgotten. 

Yours  respectfully. 

Lew  F.  Porter, 
Secretary  Capitol  Commission 
of  Wisconsin. 

August  16,  1912. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Fish, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings: 

My  dear  Sir, — Knowing  that  the  City  of  Boston 
has  under  consideration  the  substitution  of  granite 
for  limestone  for  the  exterior  of  your  new  City 
Hall  Annex,  -n^  take  the  liberty  of  stating  a  few 
reasons  that  we  hope  will  have  weight  in  deciding 
the  case  in  favor  of  granite. 

First,  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  materials 
themselves. 

Limestone,  like  sandstone,  is  a  deposit  of  small 
particles  under  water,  which  has  later,  in  the 
changing  of  the  earth's  surface,  been  subjected  to 
pressure  and  been  hardened  and  cemented  under 
such  pressure,  usually  from  additional  deposits 
on  the  surface  above.  The  only  difference  be- 
tween sandstone  and  limestone  is  that  in  the  case 
of  sandstone  it  is  usually  a  deposit  of  silica  or 
sand  with  other  ingredients  more  or  less  mixed  in 
with  it,  while  in  the  case  of  limestone  it  is  a  deposit 
of  lime,  usually  from  sea  shells,  which  have  been 
deposited  through  the  ages  on  the  bed  of  the  river 
or  ocean  whichever  it  may  be. 

Being  both,  as  stated,  due  to  deposits,  I  think  it 
may  be  safe  to  assume  that  they  may  be  con- 
sidered as  practically  in  the  same  class  for  con- 
sideration for  the  present  purpose,  except  that  the 
limestone  being  composed  wholly  or  very  largely 
of  lime  is  more  liable  to  disintegrate  from  the 
gases  or  acids  in  the  atmosphere,  particularly  in  a 
smoky  city. 

Being  formed,  as  stated,  from  deposits,  they  are, 
therefore,  what  is  called  laminated  in  structure, 
that  is,  built  up  in  layers,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
that  it  is  so  very  important  that  they  shall  be  laid 
on  their  natural  beds.  For  this  reason,  too,  they 
are  more  liable  to  have  differences  of  structure  in 
a  single  stone,  due  to  the  variation  in  the  nature 
of  the  deposit  itself  from  time  to  time;  hence 
limestone  and  sandstone  vary  very  much  more  in 
quality,  strength,  etc.,  than  is  true  of  any  particular 
granite. 

Granite  is  supposed,  geologically,  to  result  from 
an  upheaval  of  molten  material  from  the  interior 
of  the  earth  upward  into  a  naturally  formed 
crevice,  which  docs  not,  however,  come  through 
to  what  was  at  that  tinie  the  actual  surface  of 
the  earth  above.  This  molten  material  is,  there- 
fore, cooled  and  hardened  under  the  intense 
pressure  of  the  solid  shell  of  the  earth  above.  In 
the  later  centuries,  erosion  has  removed  the  outer 
shell  and  exposed  the  granite  ledge.  Being  there- 
fore cooled  from  a  molten  state,  it  is  not  laminated, 
in  the  sense  referred  to,  as  true  of  limestone  or 
sandstone,  and  therefore  has  far  more  uniformity 
of  texture  and  of  strength. 

The  sandstones  and  liiriestones  run  in  crushing 
strength  from  6,000  to  possibl>-  as  liigh  as 
15,000  lbs.  per  square  inch,  while  the  regular  run 
of  granite,  used  for  commercial  work,  runs  from 
1.5,(300  up  as  high  as  25,000,  or,  in  case  of  our 
Bethel  granite,  3.3.000  lbs.,  per  square  inch. 

With  this  explanation  of  the  characteristics  of 
the  sandstones  and  limestones  and  of  granite, 
from  a  geological  standpoint,  we  will  now  take  up 
the  question  of  merit  of  the  two  materials — sand- 
stone and  limestone — as  against  granite. 

Being  laminated,  it  is,  as  already  stated,  much 
less  liable  to  run  uniform  in  strength.     The  crush. 
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ina  strength  of  limestone  being  so  very  much  less 
tliiin  that  of  granite,  it  malces  it,  therefore,  less 
able  to.  withstand  the  strain  and  stress  of  building 
construction.  While  it  may  be  argued  that 
either  one  is  strong  enough,  there  is  this  to  be 
said  against  such  a  decision.  Tliere  is  liable  in 
every  building  of  any  considerable  size  to  be  a 
defect  in  the  foundation  or  wall  construction, 
however  well  constructed,  which  develops  an 
unexpected  strain  on  the  material  used,  and  it 
goes  without  saying  that  the  stronger  the  material 
the  better  able  it  is  to  withstand  such  unexpected 
strains  and  stresses;  so  that  while  a  softer  material 
like  limestone  might  yield  to  the  strain  and 
develop  cracks,  they  might  never,  probably  would 
never,  develop  in  a  stone  as  strong  as  the  regular 
granites. 

While  such  cracks  might  not  in  any  way  injure 
the  actual  stability  of  the  building,  they  do  very 
materially  detract  from  its  appearance  artistically 
or  architecturally.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  even 
a  casual  inspection  of  different  buildings  is  apt 
to  develop  the  fact  that  there  are  cracks  here  and 
there  to  be  found  in  the  limestone,  sandstone  or 
marble  buildings,  where  they  are  very  rarely 
found,  if  at  all,  in  granite  buildings. 

Nor  is  this  all.  As  the  granite,  as  stated,  is  not 
laminated,  and  not  formed  from  deposits  under 
pressure,  cracks  are  very  much  less  liable  to  develop 
in  the  granite  than  in  the  limestone  (which  is 
laminated,  and  so  more  liable  to  develop  cracks), 
even  if  its  crushing  strength  is  fairly  high,  in  other 
words,  granite  is  far  more  homogeneous,  hence 
far  more  able  to  withstand  the  test  of  strength. 

One  of  the  most  important  tests  for  building 
work  is  the  ability  of  any  material  to  withstand 
the  test  of  absorption,  and  as  this  is  almost  directly 
'  in  proportion  to  the  density  of  the  stone,  which, 
too,  is  almost  directly  in  proportion  to  the  strength 
of  the  stone,  it  follows  that  the  granites  are  far 
more  dense,  hence  far  less  absorbent  than  are  the 
limestones  and  sandstones.  This  point  cannot 
be  too  strongly  brought  out  in  our  northern 
climates.  One  of  the  most  severe  tests  to  which 
v/e  have  to  submit  our  exterior  materials  is  the 
variation  of  heating  and  freezing  and  wet  and  dry 
in  our  New  England  clinuite. 

The  more  moi.sture  a  stone  will  absorb  the  more 
severe  the  strain  in  freezing  weather,  a.s  there  is 
more  water  to  freeze  in  the  stone  and  the  more 
it  affects  the  texture  of  the  stone,  so  that,  if  a  stone 
like  limestone  is  far  more  liable  to  absorb  the  water, 
and  is  at  the  same  time  far  less  able  on  account 
of  its  less  strength  to  withstand  the  effects  of  the 
freezing  of  the  water,  it  is  naturally  far  more  liable 
to  be  injured  by  the  freezing.  We  feel  (hat  this 
is  one  of  the  strongest  points  that  can  be  possibly 
made  against  the  use  of  limestone  as  a  material 
for  exterior  use  in  comparison  with  granite. 

New  England  is  full  of  buildings  built  of  sand- 
stone which  has  begun  to  flake  off  due  to  its 
failure  to  withstand  the  effects  of  our  severe  climale. 
It  is  full  of  marble  buildings  which  have  begun  to 
crack  and  crumble  on  the  edge  and  to  disintegrate, 
and  the  only  reason  it  may  not  be  to-day  full  of 
buildings  of  limestone,  showing  the  same  defects 
of  disintegration  due  to  climate,  is  that  the  lime- 
stone is  a  comparatively  recent  material  for  building 
construction  and  has  ijot  so  generally  begun  to 
show  the  effects  of  weathering;  but  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  same  results  will  follow  in  due  time. 

We  are  .sending  you,  under  separate  cover,  a 
copy  of  "Stone  for  Building  and  Decoration," 
by  Mr.  George  P.  Merrill,  Curator  of  Geology 
of  the  United  States  National  Museum,  and 
would  refer  you  particularly  to  portions  of  the 
book,  which  we  have  indicated  with  blue  slips. 
We  would  refer  you  particularly  to  page  432  on 
which  is  given  the  relative  durability  of  the  various 
stones  including  the  limestone  as  compared  with 
granite,  and  we  would  also  refer  you  to  page  427, 
in  which  Mr.  Merrill  brings  out  very  strongly 
the  point  we  have  just  made,  that  the  climate 
of  New  England  has  everything  to  do  with  the 
selection  of  the  material  for  a  monumental  building 
in  New  England,  where  he  says,  "There  is  many 
a  porous  sand  or  limestone  which  would  endure 
an  expo.sure  of  hundreds  of  years  in  a  climate 
like  Florida  or  New  Mexico,  but  which  would 
probably  be  found  in  a  sad  state  of  di.sintegration 
at  the  end  of  a  single  season  in  some  of  the  Northern 
States."  Then,  further,  on  page  428:  "It  is  a 
matter  of  climate  more  than  of  material,  and  this 
fact  .should  never  for  a  moment  be  ignored." 

Before  leaving  this  particular  phase  of  the 
question,  I  would  like  to  impress  even  more 
strongly  upon  you  tlie  fact  that  limestone  being 


made  of  lime  shells  is  like  marble  particularly 
susceptible  to  disintegration  from  smoky  effects 
in  the  cities,  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  chemically, 
that  lime  is  one  of  the  materials  most  readily 
dissolved  by  such  common  acids  as  we  find  in  the 
atmosphere,  and  particularly  in  a  smoky  atmos- 
phere. 

Being  porous,  too,  as  all  of  the  sandstones  and 
limestones  are,  as  compared  with  granite,  it  is 
far  more  liable  to  absorb  the  dirt  and  discolora- 
tions  in  the  atmosphere  and  hence  to  disfigure  the 
building  from  discoloration  with  exposure,  and  it 
is,  at  the  same  time,  much  more  difficult  to  clean 
it  down,  for  the  double  rea,son  that  such  dis- 
coloration goes  into  the  stone  farther  in  the  case 
of  the  soft  porous  stones  than  of  the  granites, 
as  the  surface  is  closed  up  less  completely  on  the 
finished  faces;  and  secondly,  because  it  cannot 
be  cleaned  down  so  easily  as  the  liarder  stones, 
like  granite.  If  acids  or  other  cleaning  materials 
are  used  they  are  more  likely  to  eat  into  the  stone 
and  affect  the  architectural  work,  moldings,  etc., 
or  if  sand  blasts  are  used,  it  is  liable  to  completely 
destroy  the  beauty  of  the  building  because  of 
its  effect  on  moldings,  arrises,  etc.,  and  in  any 
case  it  would  need  cleaning  far  more  frequently. 

Then  again,  it  is  far  more  liable,  for  the  same 
reason,  to  discolor  from  the  interior,  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  discoloring  materials  on  the  inner 
wall  are  more  liable  to  be  drawn  to  the  front, 
as  a  result  of  the  drawing  of  the  sun,  in  a  softer 
and  more  absorbent  stone  like  limestone  than  in 
the  granite. 

It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  the  architectural 
and  educational  effect  of  a  granite  building  as 
compared  with  one  of  limestone  far  outweighs 
even  the  advantages  of  durability  to  be  derived 
from  the  use  of  granite.  If  a  city  like  Boston 
does  not  give  expression  to  its  own  ideals  of  beauty 
and  architecture  in  its  own  corporate  buildings, 
just  as  it  does  in  its  beautiful  park -system,  and 
in  other  ways,  it  surely  cannot  complain  if  its 
citizens,  actuated  by  more  purely  commercial  and 
financial  reasons,  do  not  see  fit  to  build  structures 
that  are  architecturally  beautiful  and  ennobling. 
It  has  seemed  to  me,  and  I  think  you  will  find  it 
does  to  nearly  everyone,  that  a  city  should  strive 
always  in  its  public  buildings  to  give  expression 
to  the  best  and  noblest  in  architecture,  not  simply 
for  the  beautifying  of  the  city  itself,  but  for  the 
example  it  sets  for  the  structures  that  are  to  be 
built  from  time  to  time  for  private  purposes, 
and  that  it  has  its  effect  on  such  private  structures 
far  more  than  we  sometimes  realize. 

If  we  once  admit  this  point,  it  only  follows  that 
what  is  "worth  while  at  all  is  worth  doing  well," 
and  that,  if  you  are  to  erect  a  building  architec- 
turally beautiful,  it  defeats  its  purpose  if  the 
material  of  which  it  is  to  be  built  is  not  worthy 
of  the  design  architecturally,  and  this,  I  feel,  is 
just  the  point  that  should  appeal  to  you  most 
strongly  in  weighing  in  the  balance  the  limestone 
as  against  the  granite,  and  I  cannot  help  but  feel 
that  you  will  make  a  very  serious  mistake  if  you 
think  for  a  moment  of  giving  expression  to  the 
beautiful  design  you  have  selected  for  your  City 
Hall  Annex  in  anything  else  but  granite,  so  that 
if  limestone  is  selected  for  the  reason  of  expense, 
much  more  cost  might  consistently  be  saved  by 
eliminating  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  architectural 
elaboration. 

We  feel  that  the  diginity  and  standing  of  Boston 
throughout  the  country  demands  something  more 
than  a  limestone  building,  particularly  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  practically  every  citj'  in  the  United 
States  of  the  class  of  Boston  either  has  at  the 
present  time  a  beautiful  granite  building  or  has 
one  in  the  process  of  construction.  New  York  is 
just  completing  one  at  the  expense  of  .$10,000,000 
for  office  purposes;  Chicago  has  completed  the 
combined  City  Hall  and  Cook  County  Court 
House  at  an  expense  of  nearly  $10,000,000; 
Cleveland  is  ju.st  about  to  let  one  at  an  expense 
of  $3,000,000  or  more,  in  granite;  and  the  following 
may  be  named  as  actually  having  granite  buildings 
or  about  to  erect  them:  Buffalo,  Albany,  San 
Francisco,  Philadelphia,  Hartford  and  Brooklyn, 
etc.,.  and  we  cannot  help  but  feel  that  your  many 
visitors  from  other  cities,  while  they  could  iiot 
but  admire  your  city  as  it  is,  particularly  with  its 
beautiful  system  of  parks,  etc.,  could  not  feel  that 
it  is  not  up  to  the  standard  of  other  cities  of  its 
own  class,  if  it  contents  itself  with  a  limestone 
building  rather  than  one  of  granite. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  Government  is 
along  exactly  the  same  line,  where  it  has  erected 
its   mas,sivc   granite   post   offices  in   almost   every 
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large  city  in  the  land,  certainly  in  every  large 
eity  of  the  class  of  Boston,  it  being  the  deliberate 
policy  of  the  government  to  erect  its  post  offices 
of  granite  where  the  structure  is  to  be  of  the  size 
called  for  in  the  larger  cities,  and  to  mal<e  them 
of  such  material  architecturally  as-  will  sqrve  for 
an  example  to  private  individuals  in  the  design 
of  their  own  structures.  In  other  words,  it  is 
obviously  the  feeling  of  the  government  that  it 
should  set  a  high  standard  in  its  own  public 
structures,  architecturally,  for  the  country  at 
large,  and  by  so  doing  give  expression  to  its  own 
dignitj'  and  standing. 

The  same  is  even  true  of  our  courthouses  built 
by  much  smaller  commrmities,  and  you  will  find 
that  almost  invariably  the  courthouses  of  our 
larger  cities  and  coxmties  as  well  as  our  state 
houses  are  being  built  of  granite  and  only  very 
rarely  of  cheaper  material  like  limestone,  believing 
that  it  gives  the  standing  and  character  and 
imparts  the  dignity  that  is  worth  the  extra  cost. 

The  same  is  true  even  of  our  banking  institu- 
tions, which  would  do  it  for  only  commercial 
reasons,  the  reason  being  that  it  imparts  a  dignity 
and  standing  in  the  community  that  has  its  value 
even  from  a  commercial  and  financial  standpoint 
that  far  more  than  outweighs  the  difference  in 
cost. 

And  if  it  is  true  of  our  banks,  of  our  court- 
houses, of  our  state  capitols,  of  the  United  States 
Government,  and  even  of  our  larger  cities,  many  of 
them  not  so  large  even  as  Boston,  it  certainly 
would  seem  true  of  Boston,  which  deservedly 
stands  high  in  its  own  class  of  cities. 

As  a  summary,  therefore,  of  our  position,  I 
would  say  that  we  feel  that  the  difference  in  cost 
is  far  more  than  outweighed  by  the  actual  differ- 
ence in  the  materials  themselves,  and  by  the 
effect  the  other  material  has  on  the  community 
as  a  whole,  and  the  dignity  it  imparts  to  the  city 
which  it  represents. 

Any  public  commimity  gives  expression  to  its 
own  standing,  dignity  and  worth  in  the  buildings 
it  erects,  and  in  the  permanency  of  the  material 
it  selects  for  such  buildings.  It  is  this  combina- 
tion of  material  and  architecture  that  will  speak 
of  the  standing  and  dignity  of  the  Boston  of  to- 
day 100  years  hence;  and  it  is  only  just  and  fair 
to  Boston  as  it  is  to-day  that  such  an  expression 
should  be  worthy  of  admiration  and  respect  in 
the  centuries  to  come;  and  it  is  only  natural  and 
worthy  of  the  people  of  Boston  to-day  that  they 
should  desire  to  have  such  expression  given  that 
the  people  of  the  century  to  come  may  look  back 
with  respect  to  the  Boston  of  to-day  as  expressed 
by  the  monuments  which  it  has  left  for  the  future. 
Yours  very  truly, 
WooDBTJKy  Gbanite  Company, 

George  H.  Bickford. 


Boston,  August  16,  1912. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Fish: 

Dear  Sir, —  We  are  sending  you  a  sample  of  our 
Vermont  white  granite,  which  is  a  new  granite 
we  are  getting  out,  and  for  which  we  have  about 
one  million  dollars'  worth  of  contracts. 

We  believe  it  is  the  whitest  and  best  granite 
in  the  market  to-day,  with  the  single  exception 
of  our  Bethel  granite,  and  I  would  like  to  talk 
with  you  about  it  for  your  new  City  Hall  when  I 
see  you  next.  We  feel  that  in  mass  it  will  show  up 
far  superior  to  any  of  the  other  regular  gray  or 
chalky  white  granites,  as  it  certainly  has  the 
character  and  life. 

I  cannot  quite  accept  the  view  taken  by  some 
that  your  annex  is  simply  an  office  building,  and 
that  it  it  were  discontinued  for  city  purposes  it  \yould 
not  sell  for  any  more  in  granite  than  if  built  in 
limestone.  Both  New  York  and  Chicago  have 
built  what  they  call  city  halls,  for  office  building 
purposes,  and  thought  it  best  to  make  them ' 
architecturally  high  class,  and  of  the  best  of  material 
as  you  know,  and  I  think  you  must  agree  with 
me  that  a  building,  if  of  high  class  construction 
and  enduring  material  like,  for  instance,  the  Ames 
Building,  in  your  own  city,  will  command  a  much 
better  price  any  time  as  an  office  building  than  if 
built  of  cheap  material,  and  that  it  does  eijter  into 
the  price  that  can  be  had  for  the  building,  just  as 
truly  as  the  marble  in  the  interior  or  other  archi- 
tectural features. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Woodbury  Granite  CoMrANY, 

George  H.  Bickford, 

General  Manager. 


Boston,  August  19,  1912. 
Mr.  Manus  J.  Fish, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  your  inquiry  regard- 
ing relative  uses  and  merits  of  granite  and  lime- 
stone, beg  to  state  that  granite  is  probably  the 
most  durable  building  stone  in  use,  being  of  greater 
specific  gravity  and  density  than  any  of  the  free- 
stones. Because  of  its  substantial  appearance  it 
is  quite  generally  preferable  for  use  in  public 
buildings  and  buildings  of  a  monumental  character, 
rather  than  for  use  in  buildings  where  artistic 
effects  are  more  desirable.  It  is  more  difficult  to 
quarry  and  to  cut  than  a  freestone  and  therefore 
more  expensive,  and  accordingly  more  time  is 
required  for  the  construction  of  a  building  where 
granite  is  extensively  used. 

Limestone  is  a  freestone,  easy  to  work,  and  there- 
fore useful  not  only  because  of  the  artistic  results 
easily  obtained  but  also  from  the  standpoint  of 
economy.  Limestone  is  a  very  durable  building 
stone  and  weathers  uniformly.  Buildings  in  which 
it  is  extensively  used  can  be  constructed  more 
quickly  than  if  in  graitite,  owing  to  the  time  saved 
in  quarrying  and  cutting. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Wells  Brothers  Company  of  New  York, 
(Signed)     Henry  Cummings, 

Manager. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NEW   POLICE   STATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Maj-or,  August  26,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  1909  a  special  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Attridge  and  Hale, 
investigated  the  accommodations  for  persons 
aw'aiting  trial  in  the  various  municipal  court 
buildings  and  police  stations.  Two  reports,  dated 
respectively  April  26,  1909,  and  June  14,  1909, 
presented  the  conclusions  at  which  they  arrived 
after  a  most  painstaking  and  exhaustive  study  of 
the  question. 

After  reciting  the  conditions  as  they  found 
them  the  committee  ended  its  report  with  the 
following  words: 

"We  feel  sure  that  whoever  realizes  what  the 
conditions  in  Boston  are,  and  how  vitally  these 
conditions  affect  the  public  health  and  public 
morals,  will  also  realize  that  this  state  of  affairs 
nmst  cease,  and  this  disgrace  to  the  city  must 
be  wiped  out,  no  matter  what  the  cost." 

In  another  part  of  the  same  report  the  commit- 
tee stated: 

"Your  committee  has  picked  out  Charlestown, 
South  Boston  and  East  Boston  as  the  places 
where  beginnings  should  be  made,  for  various 
reasons." 

A  little  later  occurs  the  following  sentence: 

"The  cell  room  in  Charlestown  is  about  as  bad 
as  an.v  cell  room  in  the  cit5',  with  the  exception 
of  Station  2." 

Station  2,  with  the  other  city  stations,  is  specifi- 
cally pointed  out  as  a  station  in  which,  "the 
conditions  are  very  bad  indeed." 

Provision  has  already  been  made  for  the  new 
quarters  w-hich  the  committee  recommended  in 
East  Boston,  but  Charlestow-n,  South  Boston  and 
the  city  proper  still  remain  in  virtually  the  same 
deplorable  condition  in  which  the  committee  found 
them  more  than  three  years  ago.  The  City  Council 
itself  has  recognized  the  need  of  action  in  this 
matter  b.v  introducing  a  loan  order  for  SSO.OOO 
for  a  new-  police  station  to  replace  Station  6  in 
South  Boston,  but  I  believe  that  a  broader  program 
should  be  adopted  and  that  plans  and  estimates 
should  be  prepared  showing  the  cost  of  replacing 
the  present  houses  in  Charlestown  and  the  city 
proper  as  well  as  South  Boston. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order,  transferring  the  svim  of  $10,000 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  a  special  appropriation, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  Polite  Commissioner,  for  new  Police  Sta- 
tions, Divisions  2,  6  and  15,  Plans  and  Estimates. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  M.a.xor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of   ten 
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thuusaiid  dollars  ($10,000)  from  the  Ufscrvo  Fund 
to  an  appropriation,  to  1)0  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  tlie  Mayor  and  Police  Commissioner,  for 
new  Police  Stations,  Divisions  2,  G  and  15,  Plans 
and  Estimates. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


AUTOMOBILE   FIRE   APPARATUS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  2G,  1012. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  August  12,  1912,  I  transmitted 
a  communication  from  the  Fire  Commissioner,  in 
which  he  recommended  "that  the  S15,000  now 
appropriated  for  a  fire  station  at  Orient  Heights  be 
transferred  to  the  account  for  the  purchase  of 
motor  apparatus  and  that  a  motor  propelled 
pumping  engine  and  a  motor  propelled  ladder 
truck  be  installed  in  the  house  of  Engine  11." 

Further  study  of  this  question  convinces  me 
that  the  transfer  is  a  desirable  one.  The  present 
appropriation  is  obviously  too  small  for  the  pur- 
pose and  until  the  city  government  is  in  a  position 
to  increase  it,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  needs  of  the 
district  will  be  well  served  by  the  commissioner's 
plan. 

1  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferriugthe  appropriation 
for  House,  Land  and  Apparatus,  Orient  Heights, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Department,  Auto- 
mobile Apparatus. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  189.3  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  appropria- 
tion for  Fire  Department,  House,  Laud  and  Appa- 
ratus, Orient  Heights,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Fire  Department,  Automobile  Apparatus. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SEWERAGE  CONSTRUCTION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  accompanied  by  a 
statement  from  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Sewer 
Service,  showing  the  condition  of  the  sewerage 
works  loans  and  estimating  the  amount  that 
should  be  spent  upon  the  new  sewerage  con- 
struction. The  total,  which  seems  to  be  based 
upon  a  conservative  estimate  of  the  requirements, 
approximates  $400,000. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.   Fitzger.vld,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  26,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  statement  from  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  Sewer  Service  showing  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Sewerage  Works  Loan  and  the  new 
work  that  should  be  done  in  the  sewerage  works 
district,  which  would  call  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  approximately  .$393, .'i07. 

Yours  respectfully, 

L.     K.     ROURKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
(Inclosure.) 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  and  Water  Division,  Sewer  Service, 
August  23,  1912. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

Once  more  I  call  your  attention  to  the  condition 
of  the  Sewerage  Works  Loan  and  the  work  in 
sewerage   works   district. 

I  send  herewith  the  financial  statement  of  the 
Sewerage  Works  Loan  on  the  first  of  August. 
Treating  the  South  End  as  a  distinct  appropriation 
and  reserving  it  for  that  purpose  the  following 
appears: 

To  carry  the  day  labor  gang  to  the  first  of 
February,  1913,  will  require  $88,5.50. 

There  remains  a  small  sum  which  may  be  ex- 
pended in  contracts  or  reserved  to  carry  the  force 
after  the  first  of  February,  until  a  new  loan  is 
made  or  partly  applied  to  both  purposes. 

This  sum  is  $32,070. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  on  the 
Sewerage  Works  Loan  on  the  first  of  August: 

Sewerage  Works. 

Balance $89,286  67 

Appropriation '. 150,000  00 

Appropriation,  South  End  District 175,000  00 

Appropriation 100,000  00 


$514,286  67 
Expended  to  August  1,  1912 201,329  14 


Balance  unexpended  Augu.stl,  1912..  .  $312,957  53 

Estimated  Sums  Due  on  Contracts 
in  Force. 

Pumping  engines $16,200  00 

Special     piping,     pumping 
^  station  . 1,400  00 

Special     piping,     pumping 

station 2,279  00 

Special     piping,     pumping 

station 1,768  00 

Granolithic   waterproofing, 

pumping  station 579  00 

Screens,  pumping  station .  .  600  00 

Piping,     auxiliaries,     etc., 

pumping  station 376  00 

Steel  work  for  floor,  pump- 
ing station 346  00 

10  horse  power  motor  con- 
troller, pumping  station,       .  776  00 

Sewage      press,     pumping 

station 950  00 

Rosseter  street  and  Mallon 

road 359  75 

Washington     and     Wilder 

streets 3,448  94 

Ridge  road,  Hyde  Park ....  187  55 

Madison  street,  Hyde  Park,         465  77 

Gove  .street,  pile  driving.  .  .  300  00 

Plymouth  court 412  08 

Welles  avenue,  Dorchester 

avenue  to  Samoset  street,        411  04 

Vaughan  avenue 662  13 

Washington    street,    Hyde 

Park 464  98 


26     weekly    pay 

rolLs* $2,7.50  00  .$71,500  00 

5  months' bills  t,  5,150  00  15,450  00 
5  months'  team-    • 

ingt 320  00      1,600  00 


31,986  24 
280,971  29 


Debit  on  account  of  transfers . 


88,550  00 

$192,421  29 
8,000  00 


$184,421  29 
Balance     of     South     End     District 

Appropriation 165,353  27 


Apparent  excess  over  amount  required 
to  meet  all  obligations  outstanding 
on  account  of  contracts  and  sums 
necessary  to  maintain  present  day 
labor  force  charged  to  sewerage 
works,  outside  of  South  End  appro- 
priation     $19,070  02 

Tills  sura  would  be  increased  by  the 
charges  on  account  of  South  End  day 
labor  force,  at  present  on  work, 
chargeable  to  that  appropriation.say,     13,000  00 


$32,070  02 


*  Based  on  pay  roll  of  week  ending  August  8. 
t  Average  of  May,  June,  July. 

The  following  is  the  program  which  I  have  laid 
out  for  the  remainder  of  the  year; 

By  Contract. 

Tenean  street,  Dorchester $1,500  00 

Harvest  street,  Dorchester 3,500  00 

Saratoga  street  culvert,  East  Boston 
(to  be  done  by  Metropolitan  Sewer- 
age Commis.sion) 6,025  00 

Fish  Pier,  South  Boston  (pumping 
station) 6,000  00 

$17,025  00 
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Day  Labor. 

Hiillct  street  culvert $10,000  00 

Norfolk  street,  between  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
and  Walk  Hill  street,  Dorchester.  .  .         3,000  00 

Fish  Pier  (sewer  for) ,  South  Boston. .  .       25,000  00 

Saratoga  street  culvert.  East  Boston. . .         7,075  00 

Saratoga  street  at  Boardman  street, 

East" Boston 950  00 

Saratoga  street,  outlet  for  Faxon  street. 

East  Boston 1,060  00 

Geneva  street,  Gove  street  to  Maver- 
ick street.  East  Boston 6,100  00 

Cottage  street,  Neptune  avenue,  300 

feet  southwest 5,000  00 

Neptune  road.  East  Bo_ston 2,000  00 

Fulton  street,  city  proper 11,500  00 

Harrison  park.  Homes  avenue  and 
small  sewers,  catch-basins  and  drains 
in  Dorchester 3,100  00 


$75,385  00 


The  above  estimates  are  on  a  contract  basis; 
allowing  for  increased  cost  of  day  labor  work  the 
above  list  will  undoubtedly  exhaust  the  $88,550 
available. 

The  following  list  of  work  will  therefore  be  left 
unprovided  for.  All  this  work  is  important  and 
there  is  a  strong  demand  from  the  citizens  for  all 
of  it,  except  the  rebuilding  of  old  sewers.  The 
condition  of  these  old  sewers  the  people  are  of 
course  unaware  of  but  the  department  is  well 
aware  of  their  condition  and  they  should  be  rebuilt 
as  a  protective  measure  in  the  interests  of  the  city. 
Davenport  brook,  main  line,  one  sea- 
son's work $56,000  00 

Davenport  brook,  north  branch 6,000  00 

Pumping  station  wharf,  sludge  tank.  .         4,000  00 

Pumping  station,  new  roof 2,500  00 

Moon  Island,  gates 8,000  00 

Neponset  Playground  culvert 20,000  00 

Kemp  street  outlet 24,000  00 

Auckland  street  and  Dorchester  ave- 
nue        54,000  00 

Coleman  street  conduit,  Dorchester.  .  .       18,000  00 

Hyde  Park  sewers 30,000  00 

Drain  between  River  street  and  Ne- 
ponset river  for  Consumptives'  Hos- 
pital          2,154  00 

Randolph  road 

Regent  road 

Harmon  street 

Richmond  road  and  outlet 

Oakland  street 

Haven  avenue j       32  573  qq 

Rockmgham  road 

Hollingsworth  street 

Edgewater  drive  and  Burmah  street, 

Helena  avenue 

Preston,    Freeport    and     Everdean 

streets  

Cottage  street,  Neptune  road  to  Pres- 

oott  street.  East  Boston 7,000  00 

Geneva  street.  Porter  street  to  Gove 

.street.  East  Boston 6,100  00 

Venice    street,     Maverick    street      to 

Gove  street.  East  Boston 0,000  00 

Frankfort  street,  Presoott  street  to 
Neptune   road   and   outlet,    surface 

drains.  East  Boston 18,000  00 

Neptune  road,  Orleans  street  to  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  sur- 
face drains • 20,000  00 

Webster  street,  rebuilding,  East  Bos- 
ton         1,200  00 

Porter  street,  East  Boston,  temporary 
extension 


Old  Sewer  Rebuilding. 

Beach  street,  city  proper 

Richmond  street,  city  proper 

Leverett  street,  city  proper 

Sudbury  street,  city  proper 

Albany  street,  city  proper 

Oswego  street,  city  proper 

Winslow  street,  city  proper 


1,000  00 


76,980  00 


Grand  total $393,,'-.07  00 


Yours  very  truly, 
E.  S.  Dorr, 
Chief  Eagincer  Sewer  Service. 
Approved. 

F.  A.  McInnes,  Division  Engineer. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Lillian  Davis,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  50  Fellows  street  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Roland  J.  McDonald,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  1776  Columbia  road  by  overflow 
of  sewer. 

Matthew  M.  Leary,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  personal  property  at  fire  at  "Wood  Island  Park 
Bath  House. 

Morris  Manofsky,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  while  assisting  a  police  officer  in  making 
an  arrest. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Villard,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Province 
street. 

Executive  Committee. 

Benjamin  F.  Sullivan,  for  an  appropriation  of 
$7,000  for  maintaining  an  emergency  ferryboat  at 
the  East  Boston  Ferry. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter- 
named  parties  certifying  that  the  following-named 
buildings  are  occupied  for  the  storage  of  explosives, 
etc.,  and  of  intention  to  use  same  for  the 
ensuing  year,  viz. : 

Thomas  A.  Elston  &  Co.,  370  Dorchester  avenue. 

Locomobile  Company  of  America,  700  Common- 
wealth avenue. 

Charles  H.  K.  Skillen,  240  Adams  street.  Ward 
24. 

W.  A.  Frederick  Company,  107-109  West  Brook- 
line  street. 

Lawrence  &  Stanley  Garage  Company,  527 
Columbia  road. 

Taxi-Service  Company,  49-65  Lansdowne  street. 

Taylor-Palmer  Garage  Company,  171  Hunting- 
ton avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Eugene  S.  Cronin. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


RELOCATION   OF   TRACKS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  the  W'est  End  Street 
Railway  Company  the  right  to  relocate  tracks  as 
follows,  viz.: 

Shawmut  avenue  and  Tremont  street,  403d 
location. 

Ipswich  and  Boylston  streets,  404th  location. 

Alford  street,  405th  location. 

Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester,  406th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  irora  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Conrmissioners  of  hearing  on  petitions  of  WestT 
End  Street  Railway  Comjiany  for  approval  of 
401st,  402d,  403d,  404th  and  405th  locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


WATER   FRONT   PARK,   W^\RD   2. 

A  copy  of  preambles  and  resolutions  unani- 
mously adopted  at  t  he  mass  meeting  of  the  residents 
ol  W^ard  2,  hold  in  Commonwealth  Hall,  East 
Boston,  August  9,  were  received,  the  same  demand- 
ing the  iiumodiale  establishment  of  a  water 
front  park  in  Ward  2. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


AUGUST    26,    1912. 
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W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  sub- 
iiiittcd  a  statement  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  'S'S,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  persons  have  been  employed  in 
his  office  from  July  22  to  August  20,  1912,  and 
that  work  had  been  performed  to  the  amount  of 
$4,399.05. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors*  licenses  for  twenty-six  news- 
boys, five  vendors  and  one  bootblack — recom- 
mendiiiK  that  said  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF 


APPOINTMENT, 
called    up    unfinished 


President    ATTRIDGE 
business.  No.  1,  viz.; 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August '12  of  Ellsworth  G.  Robbins,  to  be 
a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Buckley  and  Kenny.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  6,  nays  1,  and  the 
appointment  was  confirmed. 


SHELTER,   COPP'S   HILL. 

Coun.  KENNY  called  up  past  assignment, 
No.  2,  viz.; 

2.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 2()1  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  six  hindred  and  seventy  dollars 
($10,070)  from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve 
Fund,  when  made,  to  the  appropriation  for  Copp's 
Hill  Playground  Shelter. 

Indefinitely  postponed  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ICENNY. 


BATHING   FACILITIES,   PARKER   HILL. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  initiate  an  appro- 
priation of  $2,000  for  the  erection  of  a  shelter  and 
creation  of  bathing  facilities  on  the  summit  of 
Parker  Hill,  Ward  19. 

Passed. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   HOWES   STREET. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  .Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lay  out  and  accept 
Howes  street,  Dorchester,  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed. 


LEAVE    OF    ABSENCE,  SPANISH    WAR 
VETERANS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order — That  the 
officials  in  charge  of  county  offices  be  hereby 
authorized  to  grant  a  vacation,  without  loss  of 
pay,  to  all  employees  of  the  county  who  are 
veterans  of  the  Spanish  American  War,  such  vaca- 
tion to  be  coextensive  with  the  annual  encamp- 
ment of  1912  of  the  Spani.sh  American  War 
Veterans. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  simply 
present  tliat  order  at  the  re(|uest  of  the  coimty 
employees,  so  that  the  county  employees  who  are 
Spanish-American  War  Veterans  may  have  a 
vacation  at  these  times.  An  order  has  already 
been  passed  allowing  the  city  employees  to  have 
their  vacations  coextensive  with  those  dates,  and 
the  county  employees  who  are  members  of  the 
organization  would  like  to  have  the  same  privilege. 

The  order  was  passed. 


BATH    HOUSE,   WOOD    ISLAND   PARK. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  ($40,000)  be  and 
hereby  is  aiipropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 


direction  of  the  Bath  Commission  for  bath  house 
and  shelters  at  Wood  Island  Park,  East  Boston, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the.  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun. 'BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  order  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  but  several  people  have  come  to  me 
aslcing  me  to  present  such  an  order.  One  of  the 
most  insistent,  the  man  who  has  worked  hardest 
to  have  the  order  presented  and  who  hopes  that 
it  will  pass  the  Council  eventually,  in  order  that 
they  may  have  their  bath  house  and  other  facili- 
ties at  Wood  Lsland  Park,  is  William  F.  Doyle, 
who  is  one  of  the  foremost  young  men  of  that 
section  of  the  city.  He  is  always  looking  to  im- 
provements to  his  home  section,  and  he  a.sked  if 
I  would  not  present  this  order.  I  am  very  glad 
to  be  able  to  do  so,  because  I  believe  he  repre- 
sents the  interests  of  the  people  of  that  section 
and  really  knows  what  the  community  want. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  August. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


PAYMENT  OF  ADVERTISING  BILLS. 

Coun.   BALLANTYNE   offered  an  order— That 
bills  for  advertising  as  follows  be   approved  and 
charged    to    the    appropriation   for   City    Council, 
Incidental  E.xpenses,  viz.; 
Boston    Daily   Advertiser,  September   17, 

1902,  Committee  on  Finance $2  75 

Boston    Dailu    Advertiser,    September   2, 

1904,  Committee  on  Printing 5  88 

Boston    Evening    Record,    September    IC, 

1902,  Committee  on  Finance 8  50 

Boston   Eveninij  Record,   May    10,    1902, 

Franklin  Fund  hearing 1  75 


$13  88 


Passed. 


SIDEWALK,   WASHINGTON   STREET, 
WARD  24. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  side- 
walk along  both  sides  of  Washington  street, 
between  Talbot  avenue  and  Welles  avenue.  Ward  24, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestone, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
1893. 

Passed. 


PARK   SITES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  be  recjuested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City 
Council  as  to  the  reason  for  delay  in  choosing 
sites  for  parks  and  playgrounds,  for  which  pur- 
poses appropriations  are  available. 

Passecl. 


WARD    AND   PRECINCT   MAPS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  be  directed 
to  have  prepared  and  printed  ward  or  precinct 
maps  showing  the  precincts  in  Ward  20  and  the 
changes  in  the  precincts  of  Wards  10,  23  and  25,  as 
established  by  the  order  passed  by  this  Board 
February  10,  1912,  and  that  they  be  further 
directed  to  cau.se  copies  of  such  maps  to  be  posted 
in  at  least  ten  public  places  in  each  precinct  of  the 
wards  so  divided  and  copies  to  be  furnished  to  the 
election    officers    of   each   precinct   so   established 
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and  to  the  assessors,  the  expense  thus  incurred  to 
be    charged    to    the    appropriation    for    Election 
Department. 
Passed. 


COST   OF   DAYLIGHT   LAMPS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  estimata 
of  cost  for  replacing  all  gas  lamps  now  used  for 
lighting  our  city  streets  with  the  lamp  recently 
invented  in  Europe,  commonly  known  as  the  day- 
light lamp. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  last  summer 
the  Mayor  drew  from  the  city  treasury  SI, 200  for 
his  expenses  in  Europe.  Mr.  Sullivan  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  also  drew  $1,200  for  his  ex- 
penses while  in  Europe.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
went  ostensibly  with  the  purpose  of  investigating 
lighting.  They  presumably  came  to  some  definite 
conclusions.  Mr.  Rourke,  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment which  Mr.  Sullivan  represented  on  that  trip, 
has  come  out  in  favor  of  the  Graetzin  lamps;  "so 
also  has  Mr.  Wade,  the  head  of  the  Lamp  Depart- 
ment; so  also  have  the  Finance  Commission,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Lamplighters' 
Union,  indorsed  by  the  Central  Labor  Union.  In 
other  words,  all  authorities  are  unanimous  on  this 
subject,  with  the  exception  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
It  has  been  freely  said  about  town  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  has  some  ulterior  motive  for  being 
against  the  purchase  of  Graetzin  lamps  and  con- 
tinuing the  present  contract  with  the  Rising  Sun 
Company.  Either  that  is  probable  or  else  the 
Mayor  on  his  trip  to  Europe  found  a  better  lamp 
than  the  Graetzin  lamp.  ^  I  prefer  to  take  the 
latter  conclusion  for  the  time  being,  and  it  is  in 
view  of  his  trip  and  possible  conclusions  on  this 
subject  that  I  have  aimed  in  the  dark  with  this 
order,  asking  him  for  his  opinion  on  the  cost  of  this 
lamp  newly  discovered.  It  is  characteristic  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  that  he  is  always  up  to  date. 
He  may  have  anticipated  the  discovery  of  this 
lamp,  as  he  has  anticipated  many  things,  and  it  is 
in  the  hope  of  getting  some  information  on  the 
subject  that  I  have  introduced  the  order.  Think 
of  the  possibilities  of  a  daylight  lamp  in  Boston — 
how  it  would  help  candidates  for  office  who  are 
now  obliged  to  talk  on  the  street  corners,  unable 
to  get  audiences  and  halls.  Think  how  it  would 
help  the  police  inspection  of  the  city.  It  might 
even  make  possible  the  playing  of  games  on  the 
playground  as  well  by  night  as  by  day.  The  pos- 
sibilities could  only  be  conjectured  by  the  inventive 
mind  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  They  are  infinite. 
It  would  be  well  to  look  into  the  subject,  and  above 
all,  to  have  the  Mayor's  opinion  upon  it.  He 
must  have  known  of  the  daylight  lamp,  else 
why  should  he  place  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  experts,  labor  men  and  his 
own  officials  on  the  subject  of  the  new  installation 
of  lighting  apparatus  in  Boston.  Certainly,  as 
against  the  hypothesis  that  he  is  in  league  with  the 
Rising  Sun,  it  is  only  charitable  to  say  that  he  did  • 
know  of  the  new  daylight  lamp.  Therefore  I  have 
introduced  this  order,  which  I  know  the  Council 
will  be  glad  to  see  passed.  There  is  a  bare  possi- 
bility that  the  Mayor  is  the  inventor  of  the  day- 
light lamp  and  in  his  modesty  he  has  not  revealed 
the  fact,  because  I  believe,  according  to  the  news- 
papers, that  th'e  name  of  the  inventor  has  been  left 
in  the  dark.  Let  us  take  a  chance  of  finding  out 
about  the  daylight  lamp  from  his  Honor  the  IVIayor. 
I  certainly  trust  that  my  motive  in  introducing 
this  order  will  not  be  misunderstood.  I  have  no 
powers  of  sarcasm,  no  command  of  wit,  and  I 
would  be  very  loath  to  introduce  an  order  with 
such  a  motive.  I  cannot  be  accused  of  using  that 
motive  in  this  case,  any  more  than  the  Mayor  can 
in  treating  of  a  great  and  pressing  public  question, 
namely,  that  of  public  markets,  when  he  sug- 
gested having  public  mnrkets  on  the  Common. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  without  wishing 
to  impugn  Coun.  Smith's  motives  or  to  criticise 
his  wit,  might  I  a.sk  to  have  the  order  read  again. 

The  order  was  read,  and  was  then  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee.  »" 

(See  later  in  session.) 


METROPOLITAN  PLANNING  COMMISSION. 

President  ATTRIDGE  moved  to  take  No.  3 
from  the  table,  viz.: 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  is  in  favor 
of  a  Metropolitan  Planning  Commission. 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs  be  authorized  to  appear  on  Wednesday 
next  in  favor  of  such  a  commission. 

Question  on  motion  of  Coun.  HALE  to  strike 
out  the  last  paragraph  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  on  motion 
of  Coun.  HALE. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  KENNY,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  4.35  o'clock  p.  m. 


REPORT   OF   EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

Coun  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communication 
and  order  (referred  to-day)  for  transfer  of  S5,000 
from  Reserve  Fund  for  Public  Celebrations — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  for  transfer  of 
$2,000  to  appropriation  for  Health  Department — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

.  Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  for  transfer  of  $10,000  for  plans 
and  estimates  for  new  police  stations,  Divisions 
2,  6  and  15 — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  for  transfer  of  appropriation 
for  Fire  Department.  House,  Land  and  Apparatus, 
Orient  Heights,  to  appropriation  for  Fire  Depart- 
ment, Automobile  Apparatus — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0;  assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final 
action. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  August  12)  authorizing 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  sell  Worth- 
ington  pump  to  highest  bidder — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
,  tion    (referred    to-day)    on    cost    of    convenience 

station,    Washington    Park,    Ward    21 — ^that    the 
same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  papers  placed  on  file. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communica- 
tions (referred  to-da>')  concerning  respective 
qualities  of  granite  and  Indiana  limestone  for 
constructing  City  Hall  Annex — that  the  same  be 
placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  papers  placed  on  file. 

(8)  Report  on  pay  roll  of  Register  of  Deeds 
(referred  to-day)  for  paxnicnt  of  $4,399.05  for 
work  performed  in  said  office — approving  of  the 
same. 

Report  accepted;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Maj'or,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  June  3)  for  transfer  of 
$1,000  for  bust  of  Longfellow,  and  acceptance  of 
gift  of  $1,000  for  same,  said  bust  to  be  placed  in 
Public  Library — th.at  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  orders  passed,  yeas  7,  na.\-s  0. 


CONVENIENCE    STATION,    WASHINGTON 
PARK. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order — Thac 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  recommend 
the  transfer  of  $8,000  from  the  Reserve  Fimd  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  convenience  station 
at  Washington  Park,  Ward  21. 

Passed. 


QUESTIONS  TO  MAYOR. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  under 
section  7  of  the  city  charter  the  Covmcil  request 
the  Mayor  to  answer  the  following  questions  as 
specifically  as  possible: 
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1.  What  lamp  do  you  consider  better  than  the 
Graetzin  lamp  for  street  lighting? 

2.  Would  it  cost  less  to  operate  this  lamp,  aside 
from  capital  charges,  than  the  present  contract 
with  the  Rising  Sun? 

3.  If  there  is  a  saving,  how  much  capital 
account  would  this  charge  off  in  ten  years? 

4.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  the  city  improve- 
ments now  requiring  city  money  were  known  by 
the  Mayor  and  Council  before  they  appropriated 
the  $300,000  for  new  lighting  equipment? 

5.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Lamplighters' 
Union  (whose  promise  to  the  city  is  indorsed  by 
the  Central  Labor  Union)  will  keep  its  word? 

6.  Do  you  own  any  stock  in  the  Kising  Sun 
Lighting  Company  or  any  companies  of  which  it 
is  a  subsidiary? 

7.  Did  you  receive  any  campaign  contribu- 
tions from  the  Rising  Sun  Lighting  Company? 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  section  7  of  the 
new  city  charter  reads  as  follows: 

"The  City  Council  at  any  time  may  request 
from  the  Mayor  specific  information  on  any  munic- 
ipal matter  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  may 
request  his  presence  to  answer  written  questions 
relating  thereto  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  not  earlier 
*  than  one  week  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  said 
questions,  in  which  case  the  Mayor  shall  personally, 
or  through  a  head  of  a  department  or  a  member  of 
a  board,  attend  such  meeting  and  publicly  answer 
all  such  questions.  The  person  so  atteriding  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  answer  questions  relating  to  any 
other  matter.  The  Mayor  at  any  time  may  attend 
and  address  the  City  Council  in  person  or  through 
the  head  of  a  department,  or  a  member  of  a  board, 
upon  such  subject  as  he  may  desire." 

Under  this  section  I  have  introduced  these 
questions.  Not  since  I  took  a  seat  in  this  body 
have  questions  been  asked  of  the  Mayor  under 
this  section,  and  not  to  my  knowledge  before  that. 
The  section  gives  the  Council  a  very  valuable 
opportunity  to  learn  the  attitude  of  the  Mayor 
upon  great  public  questions.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  these  questions  will  be  put  up  to  the  Mayor  as 
stated  or  as  the  Council  may  wish  to  amend  them. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  move  a 
general  reconsideration,  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  is  the  question 
of  general  reconsideration  debatable? 

President  ATTRIDGE— Yes.  The  question 
has  not  yet  been  put  by  the  Chair.  Coun.  Kenny 
moves  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  votes  taken 
to-day,  hoping  the  same  will  not  prevail. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  trust  that 
that  action  will  not  be  taken  at  this  time,  for  the 
reason  that  I  have  just  introduced  in  this  body 
a  list  of  questions  which  I  think  this  body,  as  well 
as  the  city  at  large,  will  be  very  much  interested 
in  knowing  the  Mayor's  answer  to.  The  request 
for  general  reconsideration,  coming  so  soon  after 
the  reference  of  those  questions  to  a  committee, 
looks  very  much  as  though  an  effort  was  being  made 
to  stop  debate  on  the  matter  of  reference  to  the 
committee.  I  could  not  help  being  aware  of  Coun. 
Ballantyne  and  Coun.  McDonald  walking  about 
the  Chamber  during  my  remarks  on  those  questions. 
I  presume — and  if  I  am  wrong  in  this  presumption 
I  hope  I  may  be  corrected — that  it  was  to  find 
out  the  general  sentiment  in  regard  to  what  should 
be  done  with  those  questions.  If  that  presumption 
is  correct,  and  the  motion  for  general  reconsidera- 
tion is  a  means  of  avoiding  action  on  these  ques- 
tions to-day,  I  think  that  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil are  open  to  criticism  for  so  doing.  There  can 
be  no  object  in  postponing  action  on  these  ques- 
tions now.  They  are  direct  questions,  not  sus- 
ceptible of  two  meanings.  The  public  at  large  is 
extremely  interested  in  this  subject.  As  we  all 
know,  accusations  are  being  hurled  at  the  Mayor 
and  he  should  in  all  fairness  be  given  by  this  bod,v 
a  chance  to  clear  himself.  The  Mayor  stands 
alone  on  this  question.  Against  him  is  the  unani- 
mous weight  of  both  expert  and  public  opinion. 
The  Mayor's  attitude  is  untenable,  to  my  .mind. 
If  he  has  a  ground  for  his  position  which  is  an 
honest  ground  he  should  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  state  it  to  the  public  in  answer  to  these  direct 
questions  and  clear  himself  of  any  possible  charges 
against  his  honor.  I  do  not  care  to  detain  the 
Council  with  a  discussion  of  the  matter,  but  I  do 
ask,  in  all  fairness,  regardless  of  any  understanding 
they  may  have  about  general  reconsideration, 
that  such  action  be  waived  for  the  time  being  in 
order  that  we  may  first  consider  reference  of  these 
questions  to  a  committee. 


Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  member 
on  my  left,  as  usual,  proceeds  to  construct  a  straw 
man  and  then  starts  in  to  demolish  him.  Nobody 
here  is  opposing  his  resolution.  He  offered  it  and 
spoke  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  was  then  referred  under 
the  rules  to  a  committee,  which  was  proper.  Sub- 
sequently, there  being  no  further  business  before 
the  Board,  I  made  the  usual  motion  to  reconsider. 
The  gentleman  had  not  indicated  any  desire  to 
speak  again,  although  generally  he  .speaks  several 
times  on  a  proposition.  I  supposed  he  had  finished 
what  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject,  and  because  ^ 
I  thought  we  had  reached  a  point  when  wo  had 
no  further  business  before  us  I  moved  general 
reconsideration.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  renew  my 
motion. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  the  motion  for 
general  recon.sideration  was  made  so  abruptly, 
while  I  was  in  the  act  of  taking  my  chair,  that  I 
think  any  fair  minded  person  listening  would  have 
said  that  reference  to  the  committee  was  not,  as 
a  practical- matter,  open  to  discussion.  I  would 
have  had  to  bounce  out  of  my  chair  as  I  sat  down 
in  order  to  get  in  a  request  that  the  reference 
be  reconsidered.  It  was  for  that  reason — the 
extreme  celerity  with  which  the  request  for  general 
reconsideration  was  made — that  I  was  induced  to 
draw  the  inference  that  I  did.  If  the  inference 
was  incorrect,  I  hope,  as  I  said  before,  that  the 
gentleman  will  correct  me.  I  now  tr»ist  that  general 
reconsideration  will  prevail,  in  order  that  we  may 
first  deal  with  the  reference  of  these  questions  to 
the  committee. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  I  am 
sorry  tliat  I  walked  around  the  Chamber  without 
the  permission  of  the  gentleman  on  my  right;  but 
I  was  talking  with  the  presiding  officer  before  the 
gentleman  introduced  the  order,  and  after  the 
order  was  read  and  he  started  to  speak  I  left  the 
President's  chair  and  came  down  and  sat  in  my 
seat.  If  the  gentleman  has  any  objection  to  that 
sort  of  thing  I  will  apologize,  and  the  next  time 
I  want  to  do  it  I  will  ask  his  permission. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  don't  believe 
anybody  here  feels  that  there  was  any  special 
hardship  upon  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  in 
the  promptness  of  my  motion.  He  is  in  the  habit 
of  bouncing  from  his  chair,  does  it  very  success- 
fully and  often.  I  think  if  he  desired  to  do  it 
again  this  afternoon  he  might  have  succeeded. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  disregarding  the 
usual  personalities  of  Coun.  Kenny  and  Coun. 
McDonald,  may  I  get  back  to  the  meat  of  the 
cocoanut,  which  is,  shall  we  put  off  these  direct 
questions  to  the  Mayor  of  the  city  or  shall  we  deal 
with  them  to-day?  If  we  put  them  off  we  put 
indefinitely  into  the  future  the  purchase  of  any 
equipment  for  lighting  by  tfiis  city  and  we  permit 
to  continue  in  practical  force  a  contract  with  the 
Rising  Sun  Company  at  an  exorbitant  rate,  at  a 
rate  amounting  to  over  a  dollar  a  lamp  per  year 
beyond  what  the  Rising  Sun  Company  itself  is 
willing  to  qviote  us,  as  it  has  stated  in  communica- 
tions to  this  body.  That  waste  of  the  taxpayers' 
money  is  our  concern.  Not  dealing  in  personali- 
ties, pleasing  though  they  may  be,  we  want  to  get 
for  the  city  the  cheapest  lighting  of  a  given  quality. 
We  have  every  expert  and  every  public  body  in 
this  city  on  one  side,  in  favor  of  one  policy,  and 
we  have  on  the  other  side  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
who  spent  last  summer  in  Europe  presumably  to 
study  the  question.  If  the  Mayor  has  some  facts 
which  are  worthy  of  consideration,  let  him  bring 
them  forward  in  answer  to  specific  questions  by 
this  body  under  a  section  of  the  charter  which 
gives  us  permission  to  ask  such  questions.  Cannot 
we  in  fairness  in  this  body  begin  on  this  matter 
to-day,  passing  an  order  to  have  these  questions 
answered  in  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers,  without 
any  personalities? 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  member 
on  my  left  from  Ward  11  is  still  constructing  and 
demolishing  a  straw  man.  There  was  not  a  word 
uttered  on  the  floor  against  the  order  he  introduced. 
It  was  referred  under  the  rules  to  a  committee, 
and  will  be  considered  in  the  committee  at  the 
proper  time.  The  councilor  certainly  can  be  in  no 
doubt  as  to  the  position  of  this  body.  In  .hme, 
1911,  it  pas.sed  resolutions  calling  upon  the  Mayor 
to  take  action  on  this  matter  forthwith.  "The 
geiitleman  would  now  have  people  understand 
that  we  are  opposing  his  order  and  that  lie  is  stand- 
ing as  the  champion  of  some  policy  tli;if  we  are 
against.  Nothing  of  the  kind.  He  is  siuiplj-,  as 
usual,  building  a  man  of  straw  and  then  knocking 
him  down.     It  is  simply  impossible  to  stand  here 
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and  reply  to  the  gentleman  without  indulging  in 
personalities,  because  he  deals  in  personalities. 
They  are  his  stock  in  trade  here.  He  criticises 
members  for  walking  about  here  on  the  floor  and 
talking  in  connection  with  public  business.  It  is 
time,  Mr.  President,  that  he  realized  that  per- 
sonalities are  his  chief  st(!ck  in  trade. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  recognize  full 
well  the  attitude  of  the  Council  as  expressed  in 
previous  resolutions.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  those 
resolutions  were  introduced  by  myself. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  beg  the 
gentleman's  pardon.  I  introduced  the  resolutions 
of  June,  1911.- 

Coun.  SMITH — Knowing  the  attitude  of  the 
Council,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  pass  these 
questions  along  ,to  the  Mayor  for  him  to  answer. 
If  Coun.  Kenny  will  withdraw  his  motion  for 
general  reconsideration  we  can  in  turn  take  up  the 
reference  of  these  questions  to  the  committee  and 
pass  upon  the  matter  to-daj'.  If  Coun.  Kenny  is 
sincere  in  what  he  has  .just  said  he  can  imme- 
diately arise  and  withdraw  his  motion  for  general 
reconsideration,  and  he  can  then  expedite  matters 
by  defeating  reference  to  the  matter  to  a  committee 
and  putting  the  questions  up  to  the  Mayor.  Now, 
I  think,  it  is  up  to  Mr.  Kenny. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  have  had 
occasion  before  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
member  the  fact  that  he  violates  the  rules  by 
standing  here  and  referring  to  members  by  their 
names.  I  dislike  to  do  so  again,  but  matters  have 
reached  a  point  where  it  should  be  called  to  his 
attention.  As  for  the  resolutions  that  have  been 
introduced  here  earlier,  I  will  say  that  I,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  June,  1911, 
presented  the  resolutions  calling  upon  the  Mayor 
to  take  action  in  regard  to  lighting  equipment. 
I  did  so  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
the  members  of  that  committee  standing  back  of 
the  resolutions.  I  will  say  also  that  there  are 
other  members  of  the  body  who  are  absent  to-day 
and  who  might  like  to  be  heard  upon  this  matter. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  my  motion  will  prevail, 
in  order  that  those  other  members  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  come  in,  as  they  have  a  right  to  do, 
and  discuss  and  vote  upon  this  question. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
then  that  Mr.  Kenny  does  not  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
'point  of  order,  that  the  member  on  my  left  is 
violating  the  rules  of  the  chamber  in  mentioning 
my  name  in  this  debate. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  point  of  order 
raised  by  Coun.  Kenny  is  well  taken.  Rule  20 
states  that  "Every  member  when  about  to  speak 
shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  and  wait  until  he 
is  recognized,  and  in  speaking  shall  refrain  from 
mentioning  any  other  member  by  name."  Coun. 
Smith  has  the  floor.  The  question  is  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider  all  votes  taken  to-day,  hoping  that 
it  will  not  prevail. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  do  I  understand 
then  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston  will 
not  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion, although  there  is  a  quorum  here,  because 
of  the  al)senee  of  two  members  out  of  nine  from 
this  Council?  On  that  basis  we  would  very  seldom 
be  willing  that  this  body  should  conduct  business 
no  matter  how  pressing  it  might  be,  no  matter 
whether  it  concerned  one  of  the  great  contracts, 
involving  .$300,000,  perhaps  one  of  the  largest 
matters  with  which  this  Council  has  an  opportunity 
to  deal.  I  presume  the  line  is  to  be  drawn  sorne- 
where.  I  presume  he  would  allow  the  body  with 
seven  present  to  act  in  some  emergencies.     I  can 


well  conceive  that  he  might  object  to  the  con- 
sideration of  these  questions  if  there  was  anything 
ambiguous  about  them.  But  he  has  raised  no 
objection  on  that  ground.  Therefore,  I  do  not 
understand  why  he  objects  to  considering  these 
questions  to-day.  If  I  am  doing  him  an  injustice 
in  saying  that  he  puts  it  simply  on  the  ground 
that  there  are  only  seven  out  of  nine  members 
present,  I  will  withdraw  the  statement,  but  if  I 
understood  him  to  say  that,  I  think  it  is  an  entirely 
frivolous  reason  for  delaying  action  in  a  very 
serious  subject. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  just  one  word, 
because  I  shall  have  to  leave  the  Council  directly 
to  catch  a  train.  I  believe  when  a  matter  is 
presented  here  for  the  first  time  it  is  a  wise  policy 
to  refer  it,  unless  there  is  some  special  urgency 
for  passing  it.  The  members  then  have  notice, 
and  if  they  are  absent  subsequently  they  take  the 
responsibility  of  being  absent,  it  being  no  fault 
of  theirs.  If  the  members  from  Dorchester  and 
Roslindale  had  been  here  to-day,  of  course  I 
would  not  have  made  this  suggestion  but  would 
be  glad  to  discuss  the  matter  now,  but  when  a 
matter  is  brought  in  here  for  the  first  time,  I  think, 
in  justice  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  the 
action  provided  by  our  rules  should  be  taken. 
The  subject  matter  is  then  printed  in  the  minutes 
and  the  members  have  notice  and  can  come  to 
a  subsequent  meeting.  If  they  then  absent 
themselves,  they  do  so  with  knowledge  and  take 
the  responsibility  for  being  absent.  To-day  there 
are  two  members  absent,  members  who  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  contemplated  action  of  my 
friend  the  junior  member  from  Ward  11. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  can  hardly 
eredit  my  hearing.  If  I  understand  the  member 
aright  he  objects  to  dealing  with  these  questions 
to  the  Mayor  to-day  because  it  is  a  new  subject. 
Can  the  councilor  seriously  state  that  the  lighting 
question  is  a  new  subject  in  this  Council,  either 
to  the  city  or  to  the  Mayor?  It  has  been  before 
this  body  ever  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it 
everj'  j-ear.  It  has  been  before  the  city  a  longer 
period  than  that.  The  question  is  a  pressing  ques- 
tion, as  I  attempted  to  show  before,  because  the 
city  is  dailj'  paying  to  this  company  a  larger 
amount  than  it  has  any  right  to  charge  for  the 
lighting  received.  Can  an  urgent  necessity  be 
enlarged  upon  any  further  than  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Central  Labor  Union  have  already  enlarged  upon 
it.  We  are  paying  more  for  the  light  we  get  than 
we  ought  to  paj-.  The  money  is  coming  directly 
from  the  taxpayers,  and  I  say  that  after  two 
years  of  agitation,  when  all  of  the  experts,  as  well 
as  the  lay  opinion  of  the  community  is  on  one 
side,  and  there  stands  on  the  other  side  only  one 
man,  not  an  expert,  about  whom  there  are  very 
scurrilous  stories  in  the  community,  this  Council 
has  the  right  in  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers  to 
ask  that  man  certain  specific,  definite  questions, 
and  the  quicker  we  do  it  the  better. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  SJMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

General  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken  to- 
day was  refused,  yeas  2,  naj-s  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Hale,  Smith — 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Kenny,  McDonald — 5. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  at 
5.04  p.  m.,  to  meet  again  on  IMonday,  September 
9,  at  3  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  9,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the   City  Council,  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  PL,  President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair,  and  all 
tho^ienibers  present. 


BU.ST   OF   LONGFELLOW. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of  the   Mayor,   September  7,   1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  .\ugu.st  26,  1912,  an  order, 
originall.v  recommended  by  me  at  the  meeting  of 
.June  ',i,  1912,  was  passed,  reading  as  fojlows: 

"Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
2<il  of  the  Acts  of  189:j  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  from  the  appropriation  for 
Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Art  Commission,  for  Mr. 
Kitson's  bu.st  of  Longfellow." 

I  am  informed  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  that 
under  the  .statutes  the  contract  for  such  a  work 
must  be  made  b.v  the  Art  Commission  and  that 
the  wording  of  this  order  is  not  sufficiently  explicit. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompan.ving  order,  transferring  the  control  of 
this  sum  to  the  Art  Commission. 

Respectfully, 
»       .John  F.  Fitzgehald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand 
dollars  ($1,000)  for  Mr.  Kitson's  bust  of  Long- 
f(d!ow  be  transferred  from  the  Library  Trustees 
to  the  Art  Commission. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   OF   MANUSCRIPT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  4,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Board  of 
As.ses8ors,  incorporating  a  vote  of  that  Board  in 
regard  to  a  manuscript  of  historical  value  entitled 
a  "Record  Relating  to  the  Raising  of  Funds  for 
Completing  and  Recruiting  Eight.y-Five  Men  in 
the  Massachusetts  Line  of  the  Continental  Army, 
as  Authorized  by  the  General  Court  on  March  8, 
1782." 

The  Bostonian  Society  and  the  officials  of  the 
Bo.ston  Public  Library  both  requested  that  this 
work  be  placed  in  their  custody,  and  as  the  Board 
of  Assessors  have  no  objection,  but  on  the  contrary 
approve  this  course,  I  have  prepared  the  accom- 
panying order,  which  will  permit  of  the  transfer 
to  the  Library  Trustees. 

Yours  very  truly, 
.loHN  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
As.se.ssing  Department,  September  4,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, —  Having  received  a  request  from  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  and  undeistanding  that 
your  Honor  has  also  received  a  request  from  the 
Bostonian  Society,  that  a  book  entitled  "Record 
Relating  to  the  Raising  of  Funds  for  Completing 
and  Recruiting  Eight.v-five  Men  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Line  of  the  Continental  Army,  as  Author- 
ized by  the  General  Court  on  March  8,  1782,"  be 
turnecl  over  to  the  library  or  society,  and  believing 


that  this  record  should  not  be  parted  with  except 
by  a  vote  of  the  City  Council,  with  your  approval, 
the  Board  of  Assessors  have  this  day  passed  the 
following  vote:  "Voted,  That  inasmuch  as  tfie 
book  entitled  a  'Record  Relating  to  the  Raising 
of  Funds  for  Completing  and  Recruiting  Eighty- 
five  Men  in  the  Massacliiisetts  Line  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  as  Authorized  by  the  General 
Court  on  March  8,  1782,'  was  a  part  of  the 
records  of  this  department,  except  b.v  vote  of  the 
City  Council,  with  the  approval  of  bis  Honor  the 
Mayor,  authorizing  this  department  to  turn  the 
book  over  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  deem 
"wise." 

This  volume  has  no  value  except  as  a  historical 
record. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Board  or  Assessors, 
.John  ,I.  Murphy,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  As.sessors  be  author- 
ized, with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  transfer 
a  manuscript  of  historical  value  entitled  a  "Record 
Relating  to  the  Raising  of  Funds  for  Completing 
a,nd  Recruiting  Eighty-five  Men  in  the  Alassa- 
chusetts  Line  of  the  Continental  Army,  as  Author- 
ized by  the  General  Court  on  March  8,  1782,"  to 
the  custody  of  the  Library. Trustees. 

Referred  to  the  Exeeuti%e  Committee. 


CLEANING     OF    .SOLDIERS'     MONUMENT, 
CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  August  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  in  reply  to  a 
request  contained  in  an  order  passed  at  the  meeting 
of  your  honorable  bod.v  held  August  12,  1912,  that 
he  have  the  Soldiers'  Monument  in  Winthrop 
square,  Charlestown,  cleaned  and  put  in  proper 
condition. 

Respectfull.v, 
.loHN  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Grounds  Department, 

August  27,  1912. 
lion.  .John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  Concerning  the  inclo.sed  order  of 
the  City  Council,  dated  August  12,  1912,  "That 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have  the 
Soldiers'  Monument  in  Winthrop  square,  Charles- 
town,  cleaned  and  put  in  proper  condition," 
I  would  say  that  I  have  requested  estimates  for 
this  work  and  as  soon  as  the  bids  are  received,  I 
shall  order  the  work  to  be  done. 

Very  truly  yours, 
D.  H.  .Sullivan,  Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


FERRY  SERVICE,  FIRE  APPARATUS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

I  transmit  herewith  letters  from  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
relating  to  the  need  of  additional  ferry  service 
to  East  Boston  for  the  protection  of  that  district 
from  fire.  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
estimates  that  the  second  suggestion  oTered  b.v 
the  Fire  Commissioner  involves  an  annual  expendi- 
ture of  $7,000.  In  my  opinion  this  simple  measure 
of  precaution,  which  would  keep  a  ferryboat  ready 
with  an  emergency  crew  to  take  fire  protection 
from  the  city  proper  to  East  Boston,  fully  justifies 
the  cost. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  the  sum  of  $3,000, 
which  is  tire  estimated  cost  of  this  arrangement  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  approjjriation  for  Public  Works  Department. 
Respectfully, 
John   F.   Fitzgerald,   Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  August  9,  1912. 
Col.  Charles  H.  Cole, 

Fire  Commissioner: 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  August  5,  regarding  ferry  service 
in  case  of  fire  in  East  Boston. 

With  regard  to  your  suggestion  No.  1,  I  will 
arrange  to  have  the  telephone  extended  as  you 
suggest. 

In  connection  with  your  second  suggestion,  that 
a  ferryboat  be  kept  ready,  with  an  emergency 
crew,  to  take  fire  apparatus  over,  this  will  involve 
an  additional  expense,  as  you  know,  of  87,000  per 
year.  I  shall  be  glad  to  arrange  for  the  crew  and 
boat  at  once  if  the  Fire  Department  will  guarantee 
the  expense.  If  not,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me 
to  take  up  the  matter  of  securing  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  ferry  service,  as  we  have 
not  money  available  at  present. 

With  regard  to  your  third  suggestion,  I  beg  to 
say  that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  do  as 
you  suggest,  namely,  that  on  an  alarm  from  East 
Boston,  the  boat  on  the  Boston  side  will  be  held 
five  minutes  before  starting  for  East  Bcston. 

Inclosed  find  copy  of  instructions  to  General 
Foreman  Sullivan. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 

Comm.issioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  August  6,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  had  a  conference  with  Messrs. 
Fay  and  Sullivan  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
in  regard  to  service  on  the  East  Boston  ferries 
in  case  of  fire  in  that  section.  I  understand  the 
situation  at  present  to  be  as  follows: 

1.  Between  6  a.  m.  and  7.30  p.  m.  there  are 
three  boats  in  service  on  the  North  Ferry  and 
one  boat  in  service  on  the  South  Ferry. 

2.  Between  5  a.  m.  and  6  a.  m.  there  are  two 
boats  in  service  on  the  North  Ferry  and  none 
on  the  South  Ferry. 

3.  Between  7.30  p.  m.  and  10  p.  m.  there  are 
two  boats  in  service  on  the  North  Ferry  and  one 
boat  in  service  on  the  South  Ferry. 

4.  Between  10  p.  m.  and  5  a.  m.  there  is  one 
boat  in  service  on  the  North  Ferry  and  none  on 
the  South  Ferry. 

5.  There  is  a  Boston  Fire  Department  gong 
in  the  tollman's  office  on  the  East  Boston  side 
of  the  North  Ferry  and  the  Boston  side  of  the 
North  Ferry. 

a.  On  the  striking  of  a  fire  alarm  for  a  fire  in 
East  Boston  the  boat  on  the  Boston  side  is  held 
three  minutes.  Nothing  is  done  in  the  case  of 
the  boat  on  the  East  Boston  side. 

7.  In  the  case  of  a  second  alarm  for  a  fire  in 
East  Boston  being  struck  on  the  gongs  all  traffic 
is  immediately  kept  from  going  on  the  boat  on 
the  Boston  side  and  the  boat  is  held  for  fire  appara- 
tus. On  the  East  Boston  side  traffic  is  immedi- 
ately stopped  on  that  boat  and  the  boat  is  started 
for  the  Boston  side. 

S.  In  the  case  of  a  third  or  further  alarms  all 
boats  on  both  the  North  and  South  Ferries  are 
moved  to  the  Boston  side. 

The  above  system  applies  to  the  hours  between 
5  a.  m.  and  7.30  p.  m.  and  is  all  that  can  be  done, 
considering  the  facilities,  to  expedite  the  trans- 
portation of  fire  apparatus  to  East  Boston. 

Between  the  hours  of  7.30  p.  m.  and  10  p.  m. 
I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following 
suggestion: 

That  on  the  striking  of  a  second  alarm  for  a 
fire  in  East  Boston  that  the  boat  on  the  South 
Ferry,  if  on  the  Boston  side,  be  held  for  fire  appara- 
tus; if  on  the  East  Boston  side  it  be  moved  to 
the  Boston  side  and  held  for  fire  apparatus,  in 
both  cases  until  notified  by  telephone  from  the 
North  Ferry  to  continue  their  schedule. 

Between  the  hours  of  10  p.  m.  and  5  a.  m.  I 
would  respectfully  make  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  That  the  main  office  telephone  be  extended 
to  the  tollman's  office  on  the  East  Boston  side 
of  the  North  Ferry.  This  would  then  bring  the 
Fire  Department  in  direct  touch,  by  telephone, 
with  the  Ferry  Department. 

2.  That  an  emergency  crew  be  kept  on  duty 
and  a  ferryboat  held  at  the  Boston  side,  with 
steam  up,  ready,  on  second  alarm  to  take  over 
fire  apparatus.  This  would  be  an  additional 
expense  to  the  city  of  $7,000  a  year.     It  might 


not  be  used  even  once  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
but  it  is  the  only  method,  under  the  present 
system  of  transportation,  that  would  prevent  the 
delay  of  fire  apparatus  in  reaching  East  Boston 
in  case  of  a  very  large  fire  at  night. 

3.  That  if  the  above  cannot  be  done  I  wouli 
recommend  that  on  a  first  alarm  from  East  Boston 
that  the  boat,  if  on  the  Boston  side,  unloaded  or 
partially  loaded,  be  held  for  five  minutes  before 
starting  for  East  Boston. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
Charles  H.  Cole, 
Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars  (S3,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Works  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPAIR   OF   CORNELL   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  5,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Pubhc  Works,  in  reply  to  an 
order  of  the  City  Council  passed  at  the  meeting 
of  August  12,  1912,  that  he  be  requested  to  re- 
surface and  repair  Cornell  street,  between  Orange 
street  and  Newburg  street.  Ward  23. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Highway  Division,  August  31,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear  Sir, —  In    compliajoce   with   your   requests 
for  preliminary  estimate  of  cost  of  resurfacing  and 
repairing"  Cornell    street,    between    Orange    and 
Newburg    streets,    I    would   report    that    Cornell 
street,  between  the  above  limits,  is  a  private  way. 
RespectfuU}',    - 
James  H.  Sullivan, 
Division  Engineer. 

Respectfully  referred,  with  inelosure,  to  the 
honorable  the  Mayor. 

L.  K.  RouEKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  GOVERNOR'S  ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communicatio;o  from  the 
acting  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, in  reply  to  an  order  of  the  City  Council 
passed  at  its  meeting  of  August  12,  1912,  "That 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissicxners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City 
Council  what  action,  if  any,  has  been  taken  looking 
to  the  improvement  of  Governor's  Island." 

A  copy  of  the  landscape  architect's  plan  accom- 
panies the  letter  of  the  acting  chairman. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Ma.vor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  CommLssionors  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

August  24,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgcr.ald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council,    herewith    inclosed,    we    report    on    the 
improvement  of  Governor's  Island,  as  follows: 

Last  year  a  building  was  erected  for  attendants' 
quarters  and  stable.  A  power  boat  was  purchased, 
and  considerable  work  done  on  cleaning  the 
ground  of  stone.  A  plan  was  also  prepared  for 
walks  and  planting.  Vaults  for  two  sanitaries  have 
been  built  and  the  sanitary  buildings  will  be  in 
place  next  week;  $6,480  have  been  expended  for 
these  purposes,  leaving  a  balance  of  $13,520.    This 
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sliould  bo  used  as  fur  as  it  will  go  for  tree  planting 
and  carrying  ovit  the  other  work  indicated  on  tlie 
landscape  architect's  plans,  a  copy  of  which  accom- 
panies this. 

One  of  the  most  urgent  needs  of  the  island  is 
that  of  a  suitable  boat  landing,  and  a  plan  for  the 
same  with  the  necessary  dredging  is  being  prepared, 
but  it  cannot  be  submitted  until  approved  by  the 
port  directors.  Tlie  cost  of  this  landing  will 
probably  far  exceed  any  balance  left  of  the  $20,000 
appropriation. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Daniel  H.  Coakley, 
Chairman  pro  tern. 

Placed  on  file. 


CHOOSING    OF   PARK   SITES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  4,  1012. 
To  the  City  Council: 

1  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  in  response  to  a 
request  of  the  City  Council  contained  in  an  order 
passed  at  its  meeting  of  August  2(i,  1912,  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  reasons  for  delay  in  choosing  sites 
for  certain  parks  and  playgrounds. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Conmiissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

September  3,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston : 

Dear  Sir, —  In  answer  to  the  request  of  the  City 
Council,  dated  August  16,  asking  for  information 
as  to  the  delay  in  taking  playgrounds  for  which 
the  City  Council  has'  made  appropriations,  I 
would  say  that  on  February  18,  1912,  the  Street 
Commissioners  were  notified  that  this  Board  re- 
quested them  to  take  the  playground  on  Port.s- 
mouth  street  in  Ward  25;  and  on  April  18  the 
Street  Commissioners  were  requested  to  take  land 
on  Carolina  avenue.  Ward  23,  on  Dunstable  street, 
Ward  5,  on  Norfolk  street.  Ward  24,  and  on  Paris 
street.  Ward  2;  on  May  23,  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners were  re<iuestcd  to  take  land  on  Tyler 
street,  in  Ward  7,  for  playground  purposes. 

We  have  this  past  week  been  notified  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  that  all  these  playgrounds 
have  been  taken,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  in 
Ward  5,  and  that  arrangements  are  being  made  so 
that  this  taking  will  be  completed  within  two 
weeks.  On  account  of  the  volume  of  business 
handled  in  the  Street  Commissioners'  office,  it  was 
impossible  to  get  these  takings  made  any  earlier. 

In  relation  to  the  playground  on  Mt.  Ida,  in 
Ward  20,  I  would  state  that  various  complications 
have  arisen  concerning  the  value  of  property 
desired  to  be  taken,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the 
city's  interests  should  be  considered  and  more  time 
is  necessary.  The  matter  of  taking  will  be  attended 
to  by  this  Board  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  regard  to  the  playground  in  Ward  19,  I 
would  remind  you  that  the  Board  decided  to  pur- 
chase two  playgrounds,  one  on  Hallett  street  and 
another  in  the  rear  of  Tremont  street.  These  sites 
were  not  approved  by  your  Honor,  and  no  further 
action  has  been  taken  by  this  Board. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Daniel  H.  Coakley, 

Chairman  pro  Um. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER  TO  BOYS'  SCHOOL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  G,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  the  communication  dated  March  0,  1912, 
which  accompanies  this  message,  the  Trustees 
for  Children  point  out  the  need  of  improving  the 
heating  and  power  plant  at  the  Suffolk  School  for 
Boys.  Their  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  new  plant, 
including  a  separate  building,  is  $28,000.  This 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Commission 
and  that  body  instructed  its  engineer,  Mr.  Guy  C. 
Emerson,  to  make  a  study  of  the  problem.  Mr. 
Emerson's  report  was  more  favorable  to  the 
serviceability  of  the  existing  equipment  than  that 


of  the  department's  engineer.  He  estimated  that 
for  $5,000  one  of  the  existing  boilers  could  be 
replaced  and  new  electric  generators  and  engines 
installed,  the  latter  being  particularly  necessary 
as  the  present  equipment  furnished  barely  sufficient 
power  to  operate  the  machinery  in  the  work 
shops. 

In  view  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  of 
this  in.stitution  and  Mr.  Emerson's  assurance  that 
the  alleged  danger  from  tlie  boilers  situated  in  a 
building  occupied  by  so  many  inmates  is  a  negli- 
gible one,  I  am  not  convinced  that  the  expenditure 
of  the  full  amount  would  be  justified.  Should 
new  buildings  be  erected  on  the  island  and  an 
entirely  new  establishment  created  the  heating 
and  power  equipment  would  naturally  form  a  part 
of  the  plans  and  be  adapted  to  the  new  architec- 
tural scheme.  Mr.  Emerson's  substitute  plan  docs 
not  involve  any  excessive  outlay  and  is,  I  under- 
stand, acceptable  to  the  officials  of  the  department. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order,  transferring  the  sum  of  $5,000 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  for 
Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  Heating  and  Power 
Equipment. 

Yours  very  tndy, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Children's  Institutions  Department, 

March  10,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — "The  Trustees  for  Children  respect- 
fully make  application  for  an  appropriation  of 
$28,000  from  the  Loan  Appropriation  of  the 
current  year  for  the  purpo.se  of  the  erection  and 
equipment  of  a  suitable  and  safe  power  plant  for 
the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  at  Rainsford  Island. 

The  boilers  now  in  use  are  of  a  make  that  is 
obsolete  in  this  state,  and  they  have  reached  the 
age  limit  for  boilers  of  that  type.  The  situation 
of  the  plant,  directly  under  the  chapel,  which  is 
necessarily  used  as  an  assembly  room  where  often 
all  the  inmates  are  assembled,  and  in  the  building 
where  the  majority  of  the  inmates  and  officers 
live,  is  extremely  dangerous. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  copies  of  our  correspond- 
ence with  the  Conmiissioner  of  Public  Works  in 
relation  to  the  matter.  His  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  a  new  plant  is  $27,025.  As  there  would  be 
additional  expenses,  account  advertising,  etc.,  we 
ask  for  $28,000. 

We  also  inclose  copies  of  an  estimate  by  Alfred 
S.  Kellogg,  which  is  $21,350;  this  difference  arises 
from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Kellog  does  not  estimate 
the  cost  of  some  of  the  work  and  in  his  estimate 
he  does  not  reckon  the  cost- of  a  new  building,  as 
Mr.  Rourke  does,  but  would  make  an  extension 
in  the  rear  of  the  present  plant. 

On  account  of  the  seriousness  of  the  .situation, 
we  trust  that  this  request  will  be  granted,  so  that 
the  work  may  be  begun  this  spring  so  as  to  be 
finished  in  time  for  the  fall  requirements. 
Yours  respectfully, 

John  O'Hare,  Chairman. 

Suffolk  School  for  Bovs, 
Boston  Harbor,  October  16,  1911. 
To  the  Trustees  for  Children: 

Appended  is  the  report  of  L.  H.  Needham, 
engineer,  which  I  wish  to  call  to  the  attention  of 
your  Board  and  which  I  consider  a  fair  statement 
of  facts. 

In  regard  to  the  relocation  in  particular  I  most 
heartily  agree.  At  present  the  plant  is  directly 
under  the  chapel  in  which  all  the  boys  of  the 
institution  are  seated  an  average  of  fifteen  hours 
a  week.  Knowing  the  condition  of  the  boilers 
it  is  needless  to  call  your  attention  to  the  possi- 
bility of  a  terrible  calamity. 

With  increased  capacity,  as  Mr.  Needham  says, 
it  will  be  possible  to  extend  the  heating  sy.stem, 
taking  in  the  superintendent's  hou.se,  the  shoe 
shop  and  the  sloyd  room.  These  are  now  heated 
with  two  furnaces  and  three  stoves.  It  would,  I 
believe,  be  economy  to  install  a  new  light  and 
heating  plant  as  recommended  in  the  appended 
report. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

John  J.  Ryan. 

To  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  John  J.  Ryan: 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
general  condition  of  the  light  and  heating  plant 
in  this  institution. 
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One  of  the  boilers  (No.  1),  made  by  Edward 
Kendall  &  Son,  has  already  reached  the  average 
age  limit  for  boilers  with  lap  seam  jomts,  now 
obsolete  in  this  state.  .     ,    .,  ,      ' 

Owing  to  repairs  made  on  this  boiler  some  two  ■ 
or  three  years  ago  (embodied  in  a  previous  report^, 
it  became  necessary  to  reduce  the  pressure  to  80 
pounds,  the  lowest  possible  limit  to  be  of  service 
to  us  for  power  purposes. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  any  further  reduc- 
tion in  pressure,  which  may  soon  be  necessary  on 
account  of  age,  will  leave  us  with  but  one  power 
boiler,  which  is  entirely  inadequate  for  our  needs. 
I  therefore  recommend  that  new  boilers  be 
installed,  with  increased  capacity,  to  take  care  of 
possible  additions  to  the  heating  system.  I  believe 
it  would  be  advisable  to  relocate  the  plant  m  a 
separate  building  and  provision  made  for  housing 
a  few  weeks'  supply  of  coal.     .  ,   , 

The  Westinghouse  engine  is  old  and  wasteful 
and  shows  the  effect  of  hard  service  The  dynamos, 
long  out  of  date  and  at  times  loaded  beyond  their 
rated  capacity,  require  most  careful  handling  to  do 
the  work  required.  I  advise  installing  a  new  engine 
direct  connected  to  generator  of  about  5UU  light 
capacity;  also  a  smaller  engine  to  be  used  to 
furnish  power  for  the  shoe  shop  and  printing 
office  The  .slide-valve  engine  m  the  printing 
office  is  very  old  and  hard  to  keep  m  repair  and 
should  be  replaced  with  a  variable  speed  motor 
with  power  furnished  from  the  engine  room. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  H.  Needham,  Engineer. 

October  26,  1911. 
Mr.  Louis  K.  Kourke, 

Commissioner  ot  Public  Works: 

Dear  Sir,— Our  engineer  at  the  Suffolk  School 
for  Boys  reports  that  one  of  the  boilers  at  that 
institution,  made  by  Edward  Kendall  &  Son, 
has  reached  the  average  age  limit  for  boilers 
with  lap  seam  joints,  now  obsolete  m  this  state; 
o-win-r  to  repairs  made  on  the  boiler  some  two  or 
three  years  ago,  it  became  necessary  to  reduce 
the  pressure  to  80  pounds,  the  lowest  possible 
limit  to  be  of  service  to  us  for  power  purposes. 
He  therefore  recommends  that  new  boilers  be 
installed,  with  increased  capacity,  and  considers 
it  advisable  to  relocate  the  plant. 

Will  you  kindly  send  one  of  your  men  to  examine 
the  boilers  at  the  institution  and  to  give  us  a 
report  upon  the  danger,  if  any,  of  continuing  the 
power  plant  in  its  present  location,   and  greatly 

°  '  Yours  respectfully, 

John  O'Hare,  Chairman. 

December  7,  1911. 

Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke,    ,.„,,.._,, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

jjg^r  Sir  —  The  Trustees  for  Children  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  report  as  to  the  danger  from 
the  boilers  in  their  present  location  at  the  buttolk 
School  for  Boys,  Rainsford  Island. 

Would  it  be  possible  for  your  department  to 
supply  us  with  a  sketch  or  plan  of  a  building 
such  as  we  may  need,  with  an  approximate  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  same,  also  an  estimate  of  the  cost  ot 
two  new  boilers  and  a  dynamo,  so  that  we  may 
have  some  figures  to  submit  to  the  Mayor.  It 
mav  be  necessary  to  consult  the  superintendent 
of  the  school  and  the  engineer  to  ascertain  what 
they  believe  their  needs  are,  and  we  would  be 
very  glad  to  have  you  do  so. 

Yours  respecttuUj', 
John  O'Hare,  Chairman. 

Mr.  John  O'Hare, 

30  Tremont  Street; 
Dear  Sir, — Your  communication  ot  October  Sb, 
1911,  has  been  received,  and  the  matter  has  been 
referred  to  the  proper  division  for  action  or  report. 
Respectfully, 
L.  K.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Mr.  John  O'Hare, 

30  Tremont  Street:  .  „    ..^  , 

Dear  Sir, — Your  communication  ot  Deccmper 
7  1911,  has  been  received,  and  the  matter  has 
been  referred   to   the,   proper   division    for   action 

Respectfully, 
L.  K.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Rough  Estimate  on  Cost  of  Power  Plant. 

Building,  about .?11,.500  00 

Boilers  (3),  about 4,900  00 

Engines  and  generators,  about 3,800  00 

Variable  speed  motor,  about 250  00 

Heating  superintendent's  house,  about .  600  00 

Heating  Buildings  A,  B  and  C,  about . .  325  00 

Heating  stable,  about 150  00 

Conduits  (vitrified),  steam  and  return 
mains,    pits,    manhole    and    connec- 

tions,etc • '*'lm  nn 

Jobbing 300  00 

Incidentals  and  engineer's  charges 1 ,600  00 

Total $27,625  00 


November  29,  1911. 
air.  Frederic  H.  Fay, 
Division  Engineer: 
Dear  Sir, — I  visited  Rainsford  Island  yesterday, 
in  reference  to  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Trustees  of  Children's  Institutions,  for  a  report  on 
the  safety  of  the  boilers  at  the  Suffolk  School  for 
Bovs. 

The  superintendent  and  the  chief  engineer  are  of 
the  opinion  that  one  of  the  boilers  is  unsafe.  As 
the  boiler  is  entirely  inclosed,  I  could  only  question 
the  engineer  and  examine  the  report  of  the  inspec- 
tor of  the  Hartford  ,Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and 
Insurance  Company.  This  inspection  was  made  on 
June  21,  1911,  and  reduced  the  allowable  steam 
pressure  to"  SO  pounds  per  square  inch.  The  boiler 
is  16  feet  2  inches  by  54  inches;  shell  plates,  fg 
inch;  heads,  J  inch,  with  lap  seams  double  riveted. 
There  are  seventv-two  tubes,  15  feet  1  inch  by  3 
inches.  The  boiler  is  fifteen  years  old  and  was  ■ 
built  bv  Edward  Kendall  &  Sons.  The  engineer 
reports"  that  the  boiler  has  had  bad  usage  and  has 
been  patched.  ,      ,       ^-  , 

The  superintendent  thmks  that  the  location  ot 
the  boilers  is  unwise  as  they  are  situated  directly 
under  the  chapel,  where  all  the  inmates  are  fre- 
quently gathered,  and  that  they  should  be  located 
in  a  seijarate  building  which  can  be  built  just  w-est 
of  the  present  large  building  in  which  the  boilers 
now  are.  This  building  is  the  principal  building 
on  the  island  and  contains  dining  room,  dormi- 
tories, school  rooms,  a  printing  office,  superintend- 
ent's office,  etc. 

The  superintendent  also  says  that  owing  to  the 
low  pressure  at  which  he  is  obliged  to  operate  the 
boilers,  that  he  is  unable  to  get  the  work  out  of 
them  that  is  required.  There  are  several  buildings 
that  he  ought  to  heat  from  this  plant  which  cannot 
be  heated  by  it  now.  The  boilers  now  furnish  heat 
for  the  main  building  and  a  stable,  and  power  for 
generating  electric  current  for  lighting  all  the 
buildings,  and  for  power  to  run  considerable 
machinery  in  the  shoe  shop. 

There  is  a  companion  boiler  of  the  same  size 
except  that  the  shell  is  f-inch  thick,  thirteen  years 
old,  built  by  E.  Hodge.  They  are  allowed  to  carry 
90  pounds  pressure  on  this  boiler. 

There  is  eertainlv  an  element  of  danger  m  ha^nng 
these  boilers  directlv  under  where  a  large  number 
of  people  are  accustomed  to  gather,  which  danger 
would  be  reduced  bv  having  the  boilers  m  another 
building,  and  if  the  boilers  could  be  run  at  a  higher 
pressure  their  economy  would  be  increased. 
Respectfully  yours, 

E.  W.  Howe, 
Engineer  of  Special  Work. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge  and  Ferry  Division, 

December  1,  1911. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Dear  Sir, — The  chairman  of  the  Children  s  Insti- 
tutions Trustees,  under  date  of  October  26,  1911. 
requested  vou  to  have  an  examination  made  of 
the  boilersat  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  and  to 
submit  a  report  "upon  the  danger,  if  any,  of  con- 
tinuing the  power  plant  in  its  present  location. 

This  letter  was  referred  to  this  division  on 
November  14,  1911,  .and  on  November  28,  1911, 
an  examination  was  made  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Howe, 
engineer  of  special  work,  the  delay  having  been 
due  to  the  failure  to  secure  a  boat  for  proper 
transportation  to  the  island. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Howe  that  it  is  unwise  to  con- 
tinue the  boiler  plant  in  its  present  location, 
which  is  directlv  under  the  chapel,  where  all  in- 
mates   are    frequently    gathered    and    where    the 
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coiiseiiuciices  of  an  accident  to  the  boilers  at  sucli 
a  time  would  l)c  uiOHt  serious.  Mr.  Howe's  report 
is  forwarded  lierewith. 

Respectfully, 

Fhedehic  H.  Fay, 
Division  Engineer. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  4,  1911. 
Charles  P.  Putnam,  M.  D.,  Chairman, 
Children's  Institutions  Department: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  28, 
re(iuestinf!  report  on  the  danger,  if  any,   of  eon- 
linwinK  tlie  power  plant  in  its  present  location,  I 
submit    herewith    reports    of    Division    Engineer 
Frederic   H.   Fay  and   Engineer  E.   W.   Howe   in 
regard  to  the  same. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

53  State  Street,  Boston,  Ma.s.s., 

December  8,  1911. 
Mr.  .lolin  .1.  Ryan,  Superintendent, 
Suffolk  Scliool  for  Boys. 

Rainsford  Island,  Mass.: 

Dear  Sir, — .4t  your  request,  on  November  28 
last  I  made  a  general  examination  of  the  power 
plant  and  buildings  at  the  school,  and  from  the 
conversation  I  had  with  you  and  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  plant  at  that  time  I  am  able  to  make  you 
the  following  report.  I  also  took  sufficient  measure- 
ments, which  with  data  obtained  elsewhere  were 
sufficient  f()r  preliminary  drawing  No.  109,  blue- 
print of' which  1  am  submitting  with  this  report. 

The  power  plant  I  understand  has  been  in 
existence  for  a  luimber  of  years  and,  in  addition  to 
the  natural  deterioration  in  that  time,  is  now 
working  up  to  or  in  excess  of  its  actual  capacity 
due  to  the  natural  increase  of  the  requirements  of 
the  school.  One  of  the  boilers  is  practically  useless 
and  the  other  is  of  a  size  scarcely  sufficient  for  a 
plant  suitable  for  the  institution.  The  engine  and 
generator  plant  may  be  said  to  be  out  of  date  in 
every  particular. 

The  heating  of  the  building  is  accomplished 
only  by  carrying  a  back  pressure  on  the  engine  of 
from  8  to  10  povmds  in  cold  weather,  thus  making 
it  necessary  to  use  live  steam  for  heating  the 
buildings  and  allowing  the  exhaust  steam  from  the 
engine  to  go  to  waste.  This  is  an  extravagant 
method  of  operation. 

The  method  of  heating  the  superintendent's 
house,  shoe  shops,  stable  and  Point  cottage  is  either 
with  stoves,  hot-air  furnaces  or  sniall  steam  plants. 
Tl>c  distance  from  the  i)ower  house  to  the  Point 
cottage  is  so  great  as  to  probably  make  it  inadvLs- 
al)le  to  attempt  to  heat  that  building  from  the 
larger  plant,  but  the  other  buildings  mentioned 
nuvy  be  easijy  heated  from  your  central  power  plant 
if  the  latter  is  properly  designed  and  of  sufficient 
capacity. 

On  the  drawings  I  have  shown  all  of  the  existing 
buildings  cross-hatched  and  the  addition  to  the 
power  plant  in  sudi  a  way  as  to  be  readily  under- 
stood. 

School  building  No.  1  I  would  suggest  moving 
from  its  present  location  to  the  point  shown  or  else- 
where if  thought  desirable. 

A  new  boiler  house,  pump  room  and  coal  pocket 
may  be  located  as  shown  on  the  drawing  both  in 
general  plant  and  to  quarter  scale.  The  boiler 
room  shown  is  of  sufficient  size  to  afford  a  passage 
at  the  rear  of  the  setting,  4  feet  wide,  a  passage  on 
each  side  of  the  setting,  5  feet  wide,  and  a  space  in 
front  of  the  boilers  about  H  feet  10  inches,  with 
doors  and,  a  large  window  in  wall  in  front  of  the 
boilers  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  and  renewal  of 
tubes. 

To  the  left  of  the  coal  pocket  is  shown  a  chim- 
ney which  would  be  approximately  42  inches  in 
diameter  and  90  feet  in  height.  This  should  be 
of  pennanent  character  of  the  modern  type  of 
radial  brick  construction. 

The  pump  room,  which  would  contain  the  pumps, 
f(!cd  water  heaters,  tanks  and  similar  apparatus 
is  shown  immediately  at  the  rear  of  the  boilers, 
and  woulil  be  connected  by  doors  to  the  boiler 
room  and  also  to  the  main  building. 

The  coal  space  at  the  left  of  the  boiler  plant  is 
shown  with  a  number  of  windows  in  the  side  wall 
for  filling  with  coal  from  teams. 

An  overhead  or  underground  steam  line  is  shown 
connecting  the  boiler  house  with  the  stable,  and 
in  solid  and  dotted  lines  is  shown  a   new  steam 


main  extending  from  the  boiler  house  through 
the  main  building  and  scfiool  No.  2,  thence  across 
underground  in  the  terrace  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
below  the  superintendent's  house  to  a  pit  in  a 
building  that  may  be  erected  in  the  future.  From 
this  pit  a  line  is  shown  extending  to  the  super- 
intendent's house  and  another  line  to  the  shoe 
shops.  In  "Buildinf!  A"  would  be  placed  an 
electric  driven  pump  and  receiver  for  returning 
the  condensation  from  these  three  buildings  to 
the  power  plant. 

The  present  boiler  room  would  be  utilized  for 
the  engines,  generators  and  switch  board,  which 
are  clearly  indicated  on  the  drawing. 

The  steam  lines  from  the  boiler  house  tlirough 
the  main  building  should  be  large  enough  to  permit 
of  heating  school  No.  2  as  well  as  the  superin- 
tendent's hou.se  and  shoe  shops.  "This  would 
relieve  the  overload  upon  the  heating  main  now 
running  through  the  main  building  and  woulcl 
permit  of  heating  the  main  buikUng  at  a  much 
lower  pressure  than  is  carried  at  present. 

The  condensation  from  the  heating  .system 
should  be  returned  to  the  boiler  house  and  there 
filtered  and  used  in  the  boilers  again,  the  exhaust 
steam  from  engines  and  pumps  being  first  purified 
and  used  in  the  heating  .system. 

The  present  hot  water  tank  in  the  laundry 
should  be  moved  t;o  the  pump  room  and  new 
steam  and  water  pipes  run  from  the  laundry  to 
the  tank,  with  suitable  pressure  and  other  valves 
for  controlling  the  water  temperature  at  all  times, 
irrespective  of  the  amount  used. 

Cost  of  Plant. 
The  cost  of  the  plant  has  been  estimated  as  below : 

Building: 

Main  boiler  house  35  feet  by  38 
feet  by  17  feet  0  inches,  with 
coal  pocket  45  feet  by  12  feet  6 
inches  by  9  feet  (3  inches,  and 
pump  room  50  feet  by  10  feet 
by9  feet  0  inches.  Building  to 
be  built  of  brick  with  slow  burn- 
ing construction  roof $4,100 

Chimney: 

A  radial  brick  chimney,  42  feet 
by  90  feet,  with  foundations, 
erected 1,500 

Moving  Old  Building: 

Present  school  building  No.  1  to 
be  moved  and  relocated  on 
foundations,  as  shown  on  draw- 
ings         350 

Boiler  Plant: 

To  consist  of  three  60-inch  hori- 
zontal return  tubular  boilers 
with  seventy-two  3-inch  tubes 
16  feet  long,  with  trimmings 
and  grates;  steel  breeching  con- 
necting boilers  with  chimney; 
brick  setting;  relocating  laun- 
dry tank  and  making  new  con- 
nections thereto;  piping  engines 
and  boilers  arid  covering  exist- 
ing steam  pipes,  tanks  and 
connections 4,830 

Engines  and  Dynamos: 

In.stallation  to  consist  of  one  each 

25   killowatt   and   15   killowatt  ' 

generators  and  engines  and 
foundations,  with  connections 
from  the  present  feeders  to  the 

new  switch  board 3,750 

Incidentals  and  engineer's  fees.  .  .     1,000 

Total $15,530 

Heating: 

Installing  radiation  and  piping  in 

superintendent's  house .      $600 

Installing  radiation  and  piping  in 

three  small  shops.  A,  B  and  C,       480 

Installing  radiation  and  piping  in 

stable 145 

Underground  vitrified  conduit 
lines  from  school  building  No.  2 
to  superintendent's  house  and 
shops  A,  B  and  C 1,300 

Underground    steam    and    return 

lines  in  conduit  lines,  as  above.  .     1,150 

Miscellaneous  connections  to  the 
several  buildings,  pits,  man- 
holes, etc 1,125 
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Contractor's  profit  on  last  throe 

items,  tit  12iJ  per  cent $4.5.5 

Incidentals  and  engineer's  fees.  .  .       500 


$5,820 
Total $21,350 


In  the  above  estimated  cost  please  note  that  a 
natural  division  has  been  made  between  a  new 
boiler  and  engine  plant  and  the  heating  plant.  It 
is  understood  in  making  this  calculation  that  the 
present  force  at  the  school  will  do  the  excavating, 
refilling  and  rough  labor  within  their  capacity; 
therefore  such  items  have  been  omitted  from  the 
above  estimate. 

It  is  possible  that  at  an  additional  cost  not  to 
exceed  $5,000  that  a  new  power  plant  could  be 
erected  near  the  present  coal  pocket  so  as  to  avoid 
the  rehandling  of  fuel.  The  proper  location  for 
the  power  plant,  however,  seemed  to  be  near  the 
present  plant. 

A  saving  of  probably  $1,400  can  be  made  if  but 
two  of  the  boilers  are  installed  at  this  time,  but  it 
would  be  wise  to  install  three  boilers,  having  one 
for  spare  at  practically  all  times. 

As  an  alternative,  probably  $800  can  be  saved 
if  you  should  Install  two  60-inch  tubular  boilers 
and  reset  one  of  the  present  boilers,  but  the  boiler 
room  would  not  be  sj'mmetrical  and  it  is  probable 
that  before  long  the  smaller  boiler  would  have  to 
be  removed,  owing  to  its  age,  etc. 

Summary. 

The  installation  of  such  a  plant  complete  would 
probably  result  in  a  saving  in  fuel  of  from  15  per 
cent  to  25  per  cent;  it  would  permit  the  use  of  all 
the  exhaust  steam  from  the  engines  and  pumps  in 
the  heating  of  water  and  buildings;  it  would 
permit  operating  the  entire  plant  at  a  back  pres- 
sure on  the  engines  not  to  exceed  5  pounds  in  cold 
weather  and  ordinarily  at  from  2  to  3  pounds. 
The  plant  could  be  adapted  for  the  burning  of  a 
cheaper  grade  of  fuel  than  at  present,  whtch  would 
result  in  a  saving  of  from  $1  to  $1.25  a  ton. 

If  it  is  decided  to  make  the  above  changes  the 
work  should  be  begun  early  in  the  sj^ring  so  as  to 
be  finished  in  time  for  the  fall  requirements. 
Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Kellogg. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
2G1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Trustees  for  Children,  for  Suffolk 
School  for  Boys,  Heating  and  Power  Equipment. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Sub.icct  to  confirmation  bj^  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

Weighers  of  Coal. — Daniel  Delaney,  Jr.,  70 
Calumet  street.  Ward  19;  Patrick  Joyce,  156 
Athens  street,  Ward  13;  Patrick  Manning,  67  Sixth 
street.  Ward  15;  Claude  Birkenshaw,  Pleasant 
street,  Watertown,  Mass. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Jlayor. 
Severally  laid  over,  under  the  law. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR  CHELSEA   BRIDGE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication. from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  under  date  of 
September  6,  1912,  requesting  an  appropriation 
of  $80,000  for  Chelsea  Bridge  South,  temporary. 
The  commissioner  explains  that  an  appropriation 
of  the  same  amount  for  this  purpose  was  nuide  in 
1910,  but  was  subsequently  transferred  to  an 
appropriation  for    Chelsea  Bridge  North,  as  the 


needs  of  the  latter  structure  were  more  urgent. 
The  matter  is  laid  before  you  for  your  earnest 
consideration. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.   Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  6,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  respeotfull.v  request  that  an  appropriation  of 
$80,000  be  made  at  this  time  for  a  temporary 
bridge  between  Charlestown  and  Mystic  Wharf, 
Chelsea  Bridge  South. 

In  this  connection  I  will  say  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $80,000  was  made  by  the  City  Council 
in  1910  for  this  purpose,  but  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  was  proposed  tO- rebuild  Chelsea  Bridge 
North  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  do  nothing  at 
Chelsea  South  until  the  work  at  Chelsea  North 
was  well  under  way,  which  is  now  the  case,  and 
this  appropriation  of  $80,000  was  transferred  to 
the  appropriation  for  Chelsea  North,  so  that  there 
is  no  money  now  available  for  the  work  at 
Chelsea  South. 

This  work  should  be  started  at  once,  as  the  old 
bridge  has  been  in  ser\dce  for  about  thirty-five 
years  and  was  calculated  at  that  time  to  carry 
loads  of  only  fifteen  tons.  Since  then  the  traffic 
has  increased  greatly  over  this  bridge  and  cars 
weighing  approximately  forty  tons  are  now  using 
it  daily.  A  new  permanent  bridge  should  be 
pTo\dded  in  place  of  this  old  structure,  but  before 
this  permanent  bridge  is  built  it  is  necessary  to 
pro\'ide  a  temporary  bridge  to  accommodate 
traffic  during  the  construction  of  the  new  bridge, 
and  for  this  temporary  bridge  the  sum  of  $80,000 
requested  is  necessary. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    RotTRKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge  and  Ferry  Di\-ision. 

August  26,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works : 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
need  of  making  an  appropriation  at  this  time  for 
building  a  temporary  bridge  to  replace  the  present 
Chelsea  Bridge  South,  over  the  south  channel  of 
the  Mystic  river,  between  Charlestown  and  Mystic 
Wharf.     The  situation  is  as  follows: 

The  present  bridge  is  a  pile  structure  with  an 
iron  draw,  the  latter  having  been  built  thirty-five 
years  ago  to  provide  for  loads  not  exceeding  fifteen 
tons  weight,  which  loading  was  at  that  time  con- 
sidered ample  for  highway  traffic.  Since  then 
highway  and  street  railway  traffic  have  greatly 
increased  and  street  cars  weighing,  with  their 
loads,  approximately  forty  tons  each  are  daily 
using  the  bridge,  a  restriction  being  made,  however, 
that  only  one  street  car  shall  be  allowed  upon 
the  draw  span  at  a  time.  The  structure  is  not  a 
safe  one  for  use  under  these  loads,  neither  is  it  of 
sufficient  width  to  accommodate  the  highway 
travel.  A  new  permanent  bridge,  adequate  for 
present  and  future  needs,  should  be  provided  in 
place  of  this  antiquated  structure,  but  before 
the  permanent  bridge  is  built  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  a  temporary  bridge  to  accommodate 
traffic  during  reconstruction. 

This  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  City  Council  in  1910,  and  in  that  year  an 
appropriation  was  made  of  $80,000  for  building 
a  temporary  bridge  at  this  point.  No  construc- 
tion was  done  under  this  appropriation,  however, 
as  immediately  after  the  appropriation  was  made 
the  city  was  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
widen  the  channel  of  the  Chelsea  Bridge  North, 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  work  at  the  Chelsea 
Bridge  South  should  follow  the  work  at  the  Chelsea 
Bridge  North  in  order  to  not  unduly  interfere 
withtraffic.  The  reconstruction  of  both  of  these 
bridges  was  delayed  for  nearly  a  year  in  order  to 
secure  legislation  which  would  relieve  the  City  of 
Boston  of  the  burden  of  the  entire  expense  of  this 
work,  and  would  provide  for  the  apportionment  of 
cost  upon  this  city,  the  street  railway  company 
using  the  bridges,  the  city  of  Chelsea  and  such 
other  cities  and  towns  as  might  be  benefited 
by  the  work. 

When,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  plans  were  prepared  for  the 
widening  of  the  channel  at  the  Chelsea  Bridge 
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North,  it  was  proposed  to  build  to  one  side  of 
that  bridge  a  temporary  bridge  with  the  requisite 
width  of  draw  opening  and  an  appropriation  of 
$2.'J0,n()()  was  made  for  this  purpose.  Strong 
objection  was  made,  however,  to  the  temporary 
bridge  by  the  city  of  Clielsea,  as  well  as  by  the 
street  railway  company,  both  of  whom  share  in 
the  expense,  and  c<iually  strong  protests  against 
the  building  of  the  temporary  bridge  were  made  by 
shipping  interests  who  desired  a  relocation  of  the 
draw  channel  in  the  middle  of  the  Mystic  river. 
To  meet  these  ol)jections  the  city  agreed  to  abandon 
the  original  project  of  the  temporary  bridge, 
which  was  expected  to  last  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
years,  until  an  entire  new  bridge  coidd  be  eon- 
.structed  in  place  of  the  Chelsea  Bridge  North, 
and  instead,  a  permanent  steel  draw  span  on  a 
permanent  masonry  foundation  is  now  in  process 
of  construction,  which  will  afford  two  waterways 
through  the  bridge  and  satisfy  all  interests.  The 
decision  to  build  at  this  time  the  draw  span  of 
the  permanent  bridge  was  made  late  last  year, 
and  while  the  ultimate  cost  of  a  complete  new 
Ijridge  in  place  of  the  Chelsea  Bridge  North  will 
be  lessened  by  the  work  now  being  carried  out, 
this  work  involves  an  initial  outlay  of  .$42.5,000 
instead  of  the  $2,'j0.000  originally  appropriated, 
and  to  provide  part  of  the  additional  appropriation 
necessary  for  the  Chelsea  Bridge  North  the 
whole  of  the  $80,000  appropriation  which  had 
been  made  for  the  Chelsea  Bridge  South  was 
transferred  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  by 
the  Major  and  City  Council,  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Chelsea  Bridge  North. 

The  condition  of  the  draw  span  of  the  Chelsea 
Bridge  South  is  such  that  it  may  be  necessary  to 
close  the  bridge  to  street  car  traffic.  Within  the 
past  few  weeks  several  of  the  iron  member.?  of 
the  draw  span  have  broken  and  become  crippled 
by  the  heavy  traffic.  These  have  been  repaired, 
but  other  breaks  are  likely  to  occur,  and  it  is  not 
safe  to  continue  this  .structure  in  use  much  longer. 
Plans  should  be  prepared  and  a  contract  let  for 
the  temporary  bridge  in  order  that  construction 
may  be  begun  iimiiediately  upon  the  completion 
of  the  work,  now  under  way,  of  repairing  the 
Chelsea  Bridge  Norths 

I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  .SSO.OOO 
be  requested  for  a  temporary  bridge  at  the  Chelsea 
Bridge  South,  this  appropriation  to  replace  the 
previous  appropriation  which  was  transferred  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Chelsea  Bridge  North. 
Respeetfidly  yours, 

Frederic  H.  Fay, 
Division  Engineer. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


DECORATION   OF  CITY   HALL. 
The  following  was  received:  , 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

It  has  been  suggested  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  that  the  City  Hall,  and  perhaps  other 
public  buildings,  ought  to  be  decorated  during  the 
visit  of  the  delegates  to  the  Fifth  International 
Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce,  September 
23  to  30.  This  suggestion  seems  to  me  a  happy 
one  and  I  reconuncnd  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  transferring  the  sum  of  .11,000  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  for  this  purpose. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgeb.ild,  M.ayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
2G1  of  the  Acts  of  1803  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
liereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  (.$1,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor,  Office  Expenses,  etc. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MONEY  FOR  NEW  FIRE  ALARM  STATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Fire  Commis.sioner,  under  date  of  September  C, 
1912,  requesting  an  appropriation  of  .$22.5,000  for 


a  new  fire  alarm  station,  to  be  built  in  connection 
with  the  high  pressure  pumping  plant  under 
Charles  street. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.ild,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  September  fi,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  informed  that  Charles  street, 
below  the  street  level,  has  been  settled  upon  as 
the  site  for  the  new  high  pressure  pumping  plant. 
In  this  connection  I  would  again  urge  upon  your 
Honor  the  necessity  of  an  isolated  fireproof  build- 
ing for  the  fire  alarm  headquarters  of  this  depart- 
ment. The  erection  of  this  building  in  connection 
witli  the  erection  of  the  high  pressure  pumping 
plant  could  bo  made  at  a  much  less  cost  than  if 
built  independently.  As  before  stated  to  you, 
this  branch,  although  in  a  supposedly  fireproof 
building,  is  surrounded  by  some  of  the  worst  fire 
hazards  in  the  city.  On  -the  opposite  side  of 
Bristol  street  are  lumber  and  planing  mills,  wood- 
working and  carpenter  shops,  and  cabinetmakers. 
Nearly  the  whole  block  from  Bristol  street  south 
is  used  for  lumber  yards  or  for  some  business 
equally  hazardous. 

The  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  in 
their  report  on  the  City  of  Boston,  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  say: 

"The  headquarters  apparatus,  although  in  a 
building  of  fireproof  construction,  is  not  properly 
protected  and  the  rooni  contains  much  unnecessary 
woodwork.  The  building  is  in  a  liazardous  district, 
as  was  well  illustrated  during  the  past  year  when 
a  lumber  yard  and  several  nearby  buildings  were 
burned.  A  fire  alarm  headquarters  should  prefer- 
ably be  out  of  the  zone  of  possible  conflagration, 
in  a  fireproof  building  containing  no  woodwork, 
and  be  provided  with  every  possible  safeguard 
against  any  contingency  even  remotely  liable  to 
interrupt  the  service." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Prevention 
of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  under  date 
of  September,  1911,  says: 

"The  fire  alarm  branch  of  the  department, 
while  not  the  most  modern,  is,  nevertheless, 
efficient.  The  building  where  the  headquarters  is 
located,  and  in  which  the  fire  alarm  branch  is 
installed,  is  in  a  bad  fire  district,  threatening  the 
possible  disablement  of  the  system  in  case  of 
conflagration  there.  The  building  is  of  fireproof 
construction  and  equipped  with  a  water  curtain, 
but  there  is  considerable  woodwork  used  inside 
the  building  which  should  be  removed,  so  far  as  it 
is  practicable  to  do  so." 

The  committee  appointed  by  your  Honor  reports 
as  follows: 

"The  uninterrupted  operation  of  this  depart- 
ment is  a  very  vital  part  of  the  fire  organization. 
The  building  in  which  the  central  office  apparatus 
is  located,  and  in  which  is  centered  all  the  depart- 
ments' electrical  means  of  coinmunication,  is  the 
headquarters  building  on  Biistol  street.  This 
building  is  of  generallj-  fireproof  construction,  but 
is  wrongly  placed,  is  on  a  narrow  street,  has  an 
excessive  exposure  hazard,  and  contains  much 
unnecessary  woodwork.  Should  this  building  be 
gutted  by  fire  the  city  would  be  entirely  without 
fire  alarm  service,  all  the  incoming  box  circuits, 
the  outgoing  tapper  and  gong  circuits  and  the 
department  telephone  system  centering  here. 

"A  still  further  danger  lies  in  the  fact  that  all 
the  cables  of  the  fire  alarm  and  telephone  circuits 
are  brought  into  the  building  at  one  point.  Within 
the  past  year  a  slight  fire  in  or  near  the  manhole 
dangerously  threatened  to  disrupt  all  arteries  of 
communica'tion. 

"The  general  set-up  and  consteuction  of  the 
operating  office  is  out  of  date  and  seriously  at 
fault.  Some  of  the  operating  apparatus  is  obsolete 
and  should  be  removed.  Some  should  be  replaced 
by  more  modern  machinery.  The  defects  are 
being  remedied  to  a  certain  extent,  but  we  believe 
that  the  pidnt  can  never  be  brought  up  to  the 
best  modern  practice  without  a  removal  to  another 
building. 

"We  are  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  as  soon 
as  it  is  possible  to  do  so  a  one-story  and  basement' 
structure  of  absolutely  fireproof  construction,  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  fire  alarm  operating  service, 
sliould  be  built  on  a  location  where  freedom  from 
future  expo.sure  hazard  is  assured." 

The  recent  case  of  the  destruction  of  the  central 
telegraph  station   of    London,   as  stated   by  the 
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newspapers,  shows  the  dangerous  condition  that 
may  arise  in  case  of  a  serious  conflagration  in  the 
vicinity  of  fire  headquarters.  A  bviilding  erected 
now  sliould  be  planned  large  enough  to  take  care 
of  the  city  for  the  next  thirty  years.  While  I 
have  no  actual  figures  submitted,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  sum  of  .$22.5,000  would  more  than  cover 
every  expenditure.     It  would  be  divided  as  follows; 

Equipment  of  building $125,000 

Laving  of  extra  cable  to  connect 25,000 

Cost  of  building 75,000 

$225,000 

These  are  maximum  figures. 
I  again  respectfully  urge  this  matter  to  your 
attention. 

Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Cole, 

Fire  Commissioner. 


Referred  to  the  Coilimittee  on  Finance. 


BARN,   PARENTAL   SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  tlie  Mayor,  September  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  Children  requesting  an 
appropriation  of  $7,000  for  a  new  barn  at  the 
Parental  School.  Members  of  the  city  govern- 
ment are  familiar  with  the  conditions  at  this  insti- 
tution and  will,  I  trust,  share  my  conviction  that 
the  appropriation  is  absolutely  necessary. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  transferring  the  sum  of  $7,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  for  Children's 
Institutions  Department,  New  Barn,  Parental 
School. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Children's  Institutions  Department, 

April  29,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
for  Children  it  was  voted  that  an  appropriation  be 
requested  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  barn 
at  the  Parental  School,  West  Roxbury. 

The  present  barn  is  an  old  wooden  structure, 
impossible  to  keep  in  good  condition,  and  not  in 
keeping  with  the  needs  of  the  school.  All  the 
committees  from  the  city  government  or  other- 
wise who  have  visited  the  institution  have 
acknowledged  the  necessity  of  a  new  building. 

We  have  secured  a  sketch  for  a  new  barn  which 
would  fill  our  requirements.  The  approximate 
cost  of  this  building  is  estimated  at  $7,000.  We 
would  be  pleased  to  send  you  this  sketch  if  your 
Honor  would  care  to  examine  it. 

The  trustees  hope  that  your  Honor  will  request 
for  us  an  appropriation  of  $7,000  for  a  new  barn 
at  the  Parental  School. 

Yours  respectfully, 

John  O'Hare,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  seven 
thousand  dollars  ($7,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  an  appropriation  for  Children's  In.stitutions 
Department,  New  Bai'n,  Parental  School. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PRINTING   OF   WARD,  MAPS,   ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  6,1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  together  with 
correspondence  between  that  Board  and  the 
Corporation  Counsel.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation   Counsel  that   an   order   of   the   City 


Council,  passed  at  its  meeting  of  August  26,  1912, 
which  directed  the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners to  have  prepared  and  printed  certain  ward 
and  precinct  maps,  the  expense  of  this  proceeding 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Election 
Department,  was  illegal.  It  appears  from  the 
statutes  cited  in  the  letter  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel  that  this  duty  is  mandatory  upon  the 
City  Council  and  that  the  expense  incurred  has 
always  been  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City 
Council,  Incidental  Expen.ses. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mavor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
September  4,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — We  transmit  herewith  copy  of  letter 
sent  by  this  Board  to  the  Corporation  Counsel  of 
the  city  requesting  his  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
City  Council  has  the  right,  under  the  law,  to 
direct  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  to  pre- 
pare and  post  maps  showing  the  precincts  in  Ward 
26  and  the  changes  in  the  precincts  of  Wards  10, 
23  and  25,  and  also  whether  the  Citj-  Council  has 
the  right,  under  the  law,  to  direct  that  the  expense 
thus  incurred  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Election  Department. 

We  transmit  also  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel  on  this  matter.  According  to  his  opinion 
the  statutory  duty  of  preparing  and  posting  such 
maps  is  mandatory  upon  the  City  Council  and 
cannot  be  delegated  or  transferred  to  the  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners. 

Respectfully, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

John  M.   Minton,  Chairman. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  September  4,  1912. 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners: -■    - 

Gentlemen, —  I  have  youj-  letter  of.this  morning 
requesting  my  opinion  whether  the  City  Council 
has  the  right  to  direct  the  Election  Commissioners 
to  publish  maps  of  the  precincts  of  Ward  26  and 
of  the  new  division  of  precincts  in  .Wards  10,  23 
and  25,  and  to  post  the  same,^-  the  expense  thus 
incurred  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Election  Department, —  and  I  have  considered 
the  following  order  of  the  City  Council,  passed 
August  26,  1912,  quoted  in  -your  .letter  under 
which  such  action  was  taken: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners be  directed  to  have  prepared  and  printed 
ward  or  precinct  maps  showing  the -precincts  in 
Ward  26  and  the  changes  in  the  precincts  of  Wards 
10.  23  and  25,  as  established  by-the'  order  passed 
by  this  Board  February  IG,  1912;  and  that  they 
be  further  directed  to  cause  copies  fif  such  maps  to 
be  posted  in  at  least  ten  public  plitres-  in  each 
precinct  of  the  wards  so  divided,  ajid  copies  to  be 
furnished  to  the  election  officers  of  each  precinct 
so  established  .and  to  the  assessors;  the  expense 
thus  incurred  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Election  Department."  ■  ,  .    .   . 

luimy  opinion  the  statutory  duty.inippsed  and 
the  authority  conferred  upon  the  City  Council 
under  Part  III.  of  chapter  560  of  the  Acts  of  1907 
relating  to  wards  and  ^^oting  precincts  is  manda- 
tory upon  this  branch  of  the  city  government  and 
cannot  be  transferred  or  delegated  to  a  statutory 
board  created  to  conduct  elections  within  the 
wards  and  precincts  so  established,  by  .the  City 
Council.  ■  ,    .    _   . 

By  section  194  of  said  chapter  when  la  .ward  is 
divided  into  precincts  or  the  voting  precincts  have 
been  changed  the  aldermen  "shall  forthwith 
cause  a  map  or  description  of  the  division  to  be  pub- 
lished .  .  .  and  they  shall  cause  such  map  or 
description  to  be  posted  .  .  .  and  cdpies  thereof 
furnished  .  .  .  in  Boston  to  the  election  com- 
missioners and  the  asse.ssors  and  to  the-eleetion 
officers  of  each  precinct  so  established.-'-  -r- ■  • 

The  clearly  defined  intent  of  this  seetioif  iias 
been  followed  by  boards  of  aldermeh,  in  the.  past 
and  the  exvicnsc  incurred  has  been  charged  to  the 
incidental  expenses  of  the  board  ,or  of-tlie  City 
Council. 

Yours  truly, 

Joseph  J.  Cohbett. 

Corporation  Counsel, 


SEPTEMBER    9,    1912. 


243 


Ci(y  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

September  3,  1912. 
Joseph  J.  Corbett,  Esq., 

Corporation  Counsel: 

Dear    Sir, — The    Board    of    Election    Commis- 
sioners is  in  receipt  of  the  following  order: 
City  of  Bo.ston, 
In  Cit.v  Council,  August  26,  1912. 

Ordered,  Tliat  tlie  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners he  directed  to  have  prepared  and  printed 
ward  or  precinct  maps  showing  the  precincts  in 
Ward  2G  and  the  changes  in  the  precincts  of 
Wards  10,  23  and  25,  as  established  by  the  order 
passed  by  this  Board  February  10,  1912;  and  that 
they  be  further  directed  to  cause  copies  of  such 
maps  to  be  posted  in  at  least  ten  pubUc  places  in 
each  precinct  of  the  wards  so  divided,  and  copies 
to  be  furnished  to  the  election  officers  of  each  pre- 
cinct so  established  and  to  the  assessors;  the  ex- 
pense thus  incurred  to  be  charged  to  the  Appro- 
priation for  Election  Department. 

Section  194  of  chapter  550  of  the  Acts  of  1907 
is  as  follows: 

"  Section  194.  Wlien  a  ward  has  been  divided 
into  new  voting  precincts,  or  the  voting  precincts 
thereof  have  been  changed,  the  aldermen  shall 
forthwith  cau.se  a  map  or  description  of  the  divi- 
sion to  be  published,  in  which  the  new  precincts 
shall  be  designated  by  numbers  or  letters  and  shall 
be  defined  clearly,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  by 
known  boundaiics;  and  they  shall  cause  such  map 
or  description  to  be  posted  in  at  least  ten  public 
places  in  each  precinct  of  a  ward  so  divided,  and 
copies  tliereof  furnished  to  the  registrars  of  voters, 
in  Boston  to  the  election  commissioners  and  the 
assessors,  and  to  the  election  olHccrs  of  each  pre- 
cinct so  established." 

Has  the  City  Council  the  right  under  the  law 
to  direct  the  Election  Commissioners  to  do  the 
things  enumerated  in  the  above  order,  and  also 
to  direct  further  that  the  expense  incurred  in  doing 
such  things  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Election  Department? 

Respectfully, 
Board  of  Election  Commissionerp, 

John  M.  Minton,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 
-  In  connection  with  the  message  and  communi- 
cations President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order — 
That  so  much  of  the  order  passed  by  this  Board 
August  26,  1912,  relating  to  the  posting  of  precinct 
maps  in  certain  wards,  etc.,  as  provides  for  the 
charging  of  the  expense  to  the  appropriation  for 
Election  Department  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
rescinded,  and  the  expense  incurred  under  the 
provisions  of  said  order  is  hereby  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental  Ex- 
penses. 

Passed. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named: 

Glaiins. 

Mary  and  Bridget  Rowan,  for  compensation 
for  damages  at  84-86  North  Beacon  street  by 
defective  sewer. 

Michael  F.  Magner,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
estate  199  Hancock  street  by  street  construction. 

Samuel  Silver,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  being  struck  by  an  automobile  of 
the  Sewer  Division,  at  corner  Columbus  avenue 
and  New  Heath  street. 

M.  Maguire,  for  compensation  for  damages  to 
property  at  49  Clayton  street. 

Alice  G.  Sullivan  et  al.,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  22  Intervale  street  by  backing  up  of 
sewer. 

S.  R.  Johnson,  for  a  hearing  and  claim  on 
account  of  accident  at  corner  Gaylord  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  Dorchester. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Fitzgerald,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  house  109  West  Third  street  by  a 
street  oiling  machine. 

Bridget  Hart,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  a  spraying  machine. 

Jane  Cairn,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate 
13  Bells  court  by  overflow  of  surface  water. 

Sam  Bickermau,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  horse  and  wagon  by  a  horse  and  wagon  of  the 
Public  Works  Department. 


County  Accounts. 

Clerk  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court  for  an 
additional  allowance,  .'$3,950,  for  clerical  assistance 
in  his  office. 

Executive. 

Julia  F.  Fay  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Dennis 
street.  Ward  17. 

Petitions  for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms, viz.: 

David  Pearlslein,  38  Beach  street.  Ward  7. 

Jacob  H.  Kahn,  546  Main  street.  Ward  4. 


ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway 
Company  for  leave  to  operate  as  a  common  carrier 
of  express  matter,  etc.,  on  its  tracks  onBlue  Hill 
avenue  and  River  .street,  and  Washington  and 
Adams  streets,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  September  30, 
at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  any  parties  objecting 
thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard. 


COAL  AND  COKE  LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Coiruuonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'  BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  Constables'  Bond  of 
John  A.  Duggan,  Jr. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


NOTICE  OF  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Timothy  J.  Buckley, 
a  member  of  the  City  Council,  of  his  intention  to 
accept  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Evening  High 
Schools  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  hearing  on  petition  of  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company  on  September  3 
for  approval  of  40eth  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


ELECTION  PRECEPT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  issuance  of  precept  by  the  Governor  to  fill  a 
vacancy  existing  in  the  office  of  sheriff  in  tlie  county 
of  Suffolk,  said  election  to  be  held  on  November  5, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  five  years,  from  the 
first  Wednesday  in  Januarjs  1911. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter- 
named  parties  certifying  that  the  following  named 
buildings  were  used  by  them  for  the  storage  of 
explosives,  etc.,  and  of  intention  to  use  said  build- 
ings for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Frank  L.  Whitcomb,  14  Farrington  avenue. 

Renim  Specialty  Company,  37  Parkman  street. 
Ward  25. 

John  Carcano,  Intervale  street,  Ward  21. 

The  Roessle  Brewery,   1250  Columbus  avenue. 

Wyman  &  Hodgkins,  153  Liverpool  street. 

David  W.  Huntley,  15-21  Hawkins  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  recommending  that  minors'  licenses  be 
granted  to  twelve  newsboys  and  two  vendors. 

Reports  severally  accci)ted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 
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CITY   COUNCIL. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1  and  2,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  August  2G,  of  Salvatore  Maffei,  to  be  a 
constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  August  26,  of  Arthur  T.  Partington,  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Measurer  of  Wood  and 
Bark. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


TRANSFER  FOR  AUTOMOBILE  APPARATUS . 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  3,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  appro- 
priation for  Fire  Department,  House,  Land  and 
Apparatus,  Orient  Heights,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Fire   Department,   Automobile  Apparatus. 

On  August  26  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 


SCULLING   RACE,    COLUMBUS   DAY. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order —  That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  initiate  an  appro- 
priation of  $500  to  be  given  as  a  prize  on  Columbus 
Day  for  a  professional  sculling  race,  open  to  all 
comers,  with  the  condition  that  there  must  be  at 
least  three  starters. 

The  qutestion  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  have  spoken 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  about  this  matter,  and 
I  believe  that  the  prize  can  be  given  mthout 
increasing  the  appropriation  for  celebrations.  I 
hope  the  whole  sum  of  $500  can  be  taken  from  the 
existing  appropriation.  But  it  seemed  best  to 
provide  for  anj^  uncertaintj^  on  the  point  bj'  putting 
it  in  this  form.  I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  better  way  to 
encourage  the  use  of  the  basin  than  by  these 
professional  sculling  races.  Only  last  Saturday 
there  were  5,000  spectators  of  the  race  between 
Haines  and  Greer.  On  Labor  Day  there  was  an 
equally  large  crowd,  making  two  separate  crowds, 
with  about  five  thousand  in  each.  I  think  this 
sort  of  thing  tends  to  popularize  the  basin  fully 
as  much  as  an  appropriation  for  fireworks  or  other 
forms  of  celebration. 

The  order  was  passed. 


BATHING,   BACK    BAY. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  be  requested  to 
inform  this,  body  if  there  is  not  some  method  of 
keeping  the  water  in  the  Back  Bay  fit  for  bathing, 
and  whether  the  admission  of  salt  water  through 
the  locks  periodically  would  not  accomplish  the 
result. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  because  the  water  in  the  basin  has 
been  very  foul  of  late.  It  is  covered  and  filled  with 
a  green  vegetable  scum  which  prevents  bathing 
and  has  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  bathing 
establishment  at  Powder  House  Point,  Cambridge, 
also  the  disuse  of  the  bathing  place  on  the  Cam- 
bridge shore  between  the  two  bridges.  Of  course, 
it  also  takes  away  from  the  attractiveness  of  the 
basin  for  boating.  It  may  in  time  cause  an  un- 
liealthy  condition  of  the  neighborhood.  Certain 
it  is  that  it  has  bred  in  the  past  summer  a  perfect 
pest  of  mosquitoes  or  some  small  winged  insect 
resembling  a  mosquito.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
health  of  the  communit.v  would  warrant  an  investi- 
gation of  the  subject.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
simply  opening  the  locks  of  the  new  dam  at  given 
periods,  letting  the  salt  water  come  up  into  the 
basin,  would  check  this  growth,  prevent  all  ten- 
dency to  disease  and  add  to  the  attractiveness  of 
the  basin. 

The  order  was  passed. 


VACATION   FOR   PUMPING    STATION 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  be  directed  to  grant  all  emploj'ees  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  employed  at  Cow 
Pasture  pumping  station  two  weeks'  vacation, 
without  loss  of  pay,  each  year. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SANITARY   CONDITION   OF   BACK 
STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  in  view 
of  the  adverse  report  rendered  by  the  Board  of 
Health  on  the  condition  of  Back  street,  between 
Otter  and  Brimmer  streets,  that  the  Board  be 
requested  to  notify  the  abutters  to  bring  the  alley 
into  sanitary  condition  before  the  fall  rains  set  in. 

Passed. 


E.STIMATE    FOR   MUNICIPAL   BUILDING, 
WARD  17. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Public  Buildings  Department  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  JNIayor,  to  furnish  specificitions  and 
detailed  estimate  for  a  new  municipal  building 
on  the  present  site  of  the  Vine  Street  Church  in 
Ward  17,  said  building  to  include  swimming  pool, 
gymnasium  and  reading  room. 

Passed.  (See  later  in  session,  under  same  head- 
ing.) 


RECESS  TAICEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.51  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  4.32  o'clock  p.  m. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  ZOO,  ETC. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  September  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  requesting  appro- 
priations for  specific  purposes  in  connection  with 
the  Zoological  Garden  and  Aquarium,  as  well  as 
an  item  of  S6,000  for  lily  ponds  at  the  herbaceous 
garden.     The  total  of  these  items  is  about  S70,000. 

The  estimated  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund 
to  December  31,  1912,  not  yet  appropriated 
amounts  to  $28,208.36,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  City  Treasurer,  appended  hereto.  I  believe 
that  several  of  the  items  in  the  schedule  furnished 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, notably  that  for  a  sanitary  building  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  bears'  dens,  are  absolutely 
neccssarj-.  I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $28,200  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund 
for  Zoological  Garden  and  Aquarium. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

July  29,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — When  the  works  that  we  have  now 
in  hand  to  be  paid  for  from  the  Parkman  Fund 
are'  completed  our  appropriations  from  that  fund 
will  be  exhausted.  In  order  to  continue  the  work 
properly  we  need  not  so  much  money  in  hand 
to-day  as  the  knowledge  that  we  can  have  it 
before  long.  In  other  words,  though  we  should 
like  to  have  you  give  as  much  of  an  appropriation 
immediately  as  you  can,  we  would  further  ask 
you  to  appropriate  some  definite  sum  to  us  in 
anticipation.     If  you   will  do  this  it  will  enable 
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us  to  !U'i';inge  for  and  by  dof;i'f('S  carry  out  work 

according  to  the  following  list: 

Walks,  grading  and  loaming  and  water 

supply  at  the  bear  dens $2,850  00 

Walks,    grading    and    loaming,    water 

supply  and  dove  cote  at  the  bird  cage,      1,550  00 

Furniture  and  tools  for  bear  cage,  bird 

cage  and  Aquarium 1,500  00 

Sanitary  Building.  This  is  much 
needed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
l)car  dens,  where  the  present  sanitary 
arrangements  are  entirely  inadequate,     8,000  00 

Piping  at  the  Aquarium  that  has  been 

postponed  awaiting  appropriation.  . .  811  00 

Duck  pond  and  walks  near  the  flying 
cage.  This  is  finishing  work  needed 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
the  great  cage 6,000  00 

Raccoon  cages,  ranges  and  shelters  for 
goats  and  deer,  yards  for  small 
exhibits.  These  are  needed  in  order 
to  enlarge  the  exhibition  and  extend 
interest  in  the  Zoo 10,000  00 

Changing  the  horse  sheds  at  the  refec- 
tory into  a  winter  exhibition  house 
for  general  exhibits  according  to  the 
sketches  herewith  presented.  It  will 
be  seen  that  a  large  and  commodious 
house  can  thus  be  obtained  for  a 
moderate  sum 35,000  00 

More  birds  and  animals 7,500  00 

Lily  ponds  at  the  herbaceous  garden. 
This  is  an  improvement  which  the 
late  Superintendent  Pettigrew  had 
greatly  at  heart,  and  the  appro- 
priation could  be  made  from  the 
Franklin  Fund,  although  the  auditor 
has  not  counted  the  co.st  of  the 
herbaceous    garden    as   part   of    the 

cost  of  the  Zoological  Garden 6,000  00 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  Estimated  Income. 

1912. 

,Iuly  20.     Cash  on  hand $208  30 

September.     Income  estimated 375  00 

October.     Income  estimated 8,400  00 

November.     Income  estimated 1,225  00 

December.     Income  estimated 23,000  00 

$33,208  3G 
Less    balance    due    appropriation    for 
Zoological    Garden    and    Aquarium, 
income  not  yet  received 5,000  00 

Estimated  income  December  31,  1912,  S2S.208  30 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars  ($28,200)  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman 
Fund  for  the  current  year  and  added  to  the  special 
appropriation,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  tlie  Park  Commissioners,  for  Zoological  Garden 
and  Aquarium. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  SMITH  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of 
tho  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  I  would  like 
to  say  that  we  had  a  meeting  of  that  committee 
to-day  and  in  consultation  with  the  Mayor  we 
approved  this  action  of  spending  practically  all 
tho  income  up  to  December  31  for  the  u.se  of  the 
Zoo  and  Aquarium,  as  specified  in  the  order.  It 
was,  however,  the  general  opinion,  and  I  think  it 
was  expressed  by  every  member  present,  that  we 
should  spend  the  $52,000  to  $53,000  which  comes 
from  the  Parkman  Fund  in  January  for  soil  reno- 
vation, paths  and  drains  on  the  Common,  so  that 
that  work  on  the  Common  might  be  completed  once 
and  for  all  next  spring.  'This  is  especially  true  of 
the  work  around  the  Parkman  memorial  bandstand. 
If  I  ain  wrong  in  so  expressing  the  opinion  that 
prevails,  I  trust  that  the  members  of  the  committee 
will  correct  me.  But  that  is  the  feeling  of  the 
committee,  I  understand,  that  we  appropriate 
all  this  $28,000,  as  tho  order  calls  for,  but  that  we 
appropriate  the  $52,000  referred  to  for  purposes 
of  the  ConjTnon. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  last  time 
•we  appropriated  money  of  the  Parkman  Fund 
there  was  a  .spirited  debate  here,  participated  in 
by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  and  myself, 


in  which  I  said  that  I  was  willing,  after  the  money 
that  was  then  voted  for  the  zoological  department 
was  furnished,  to  provide  the  balance  of  the  money 
that  was  necessary  for  u.se  on  Boston  Common, 
because  I  realize  that  the  Boston  Common  work 
should  be  done,  and  -done  as  quickly  as  possible. 
To-day,  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  in  which 
the  gentlemen  from  South  Boston  and  Roxbury 
a.nd  the  councilor  who  has  just  spoken  partici- 
pated, we  were  willing  to  give,  say,  $10,000  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Grounds  for  the  work 
which  has  been  under  way  for  some  time  on  Boston 
Common  and  to  give  the  balance  to  the  Park 
Department.  Tho  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  said,  however,  that  he  would  much  pre- 
fer to  have  the  Park  Department  get  the  entire 
money,  provided  his  department  was  assured  that 
next  year  it  would  receive  $50,000  for  the  com- 
pletion of  this  work  on  the  Common.  With  this 
idea  I  was  in  full  accord,  as  were  the  other  members 
of  the  committee.  I  beUeve  that  was  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  Common 
should  receive  at  least  $50,000  at  the  beginning  of 
next  year. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 


LOAN  FOR  SEWERS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held  May 
13,  1612,  I  recommended  a  loan  order  appro- 
priating .$300,000  for  sewers.  This  order  was 
reduced  to  $100,000  by  action  taken  at  the  meetings 
of  Jvme  24  and  July  8.  The  total  amount  appro- 
priated for  sewer  construction  this  year  thus  far 
is  $825,000,  of  which  $175,000  is  for  the  South  End 
and  .$400,000  for  a  separate  system  of  drainage. 
In  the  meantime  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  in  a  communication  transmitted  for 
consideration  at  your  meeting  of  August  20,  has 
urged  the  need  of  an  immediate  appropriation 
amounting  to  $400,000.  A  loan  order  appro- 
priating $20,000  for  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer 
was  recommended  by  me  at  the  meeting  of  August 
12,  1912. 

During  the  five-year  period  from  1905  to  1909, 
inclusive,  the  appropriations  for  sewers  averaged 
about  $1,200,000  per  year.  During  the  five  year 
period  from  1900  to  1004,  inclusive,  the  average 
was  about  $1,600,000  per  year.  During  the  five- 
year  period  from  1S95  to  1899,  inclusive,  the 
average  was  about  $1 ,080,000  per  year.  It  is  evident 
that  either  our  sewer  .systein  is  so  complete  as  a  result 
of  liberal  appropriations  in  former  years  that  we 
can  afford  to  forego  any  extensions  or  replacements 
of  existing  sewers  except  on  an  extremely  modest 
scale  for  a  term  of  years,  or  else  the  afjpropriations 
allowed  by  the  City  Council,  which  are  $200,000 
less  than  those  recommended  and  approved  by 
me,  are  inadequate.  That  the  former  point  of 
view  cannot  be  sustained  is  evident  from  the 
estimates  furnished  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  which  are,  as  I  understand  it^  merely  a 
minimum  representing  absolutely  necessary  re- 
quirements. As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  million  dollars 
more  could  be  expended  on  sewers  in  different 
parts  of  the  city.  The  condition  of  the  old  wooden 
sewers  in  the  heart  of  the  city  is  such  as  to  excite 
grave  apprehension,  while  appeals  frouj  the  out- 
lying sections  are  constantly  heard  and  tlie  lack 
of  proper  household  drainage  is  a  serious  barrier 
to  real  estate  development. 

I  trust  that  your  honorable  body  will  give  due 
heed  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Commis.sioner 
of  Public  Works,  as  contained  in  his  letter  trans- 
mitted August  20,  and  that  favorable  action  will 
be  taken  on  the  accompanying  loan  order  appro- 
priating $100,000  for  sewer  construction,  which 
I  recommend  herewith  for  passage, 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  chapter  204  of  the 
Acts  of  1908,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($100,000)  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commis.sioner  of  Public 
Works,  for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works; 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer   be    authorized    to    issue   from   time    to 
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time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certi- 
ficates of  indebtedness  of  tlie  city  to  said  amount. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  this  body  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  again  a 
weelc  from  to-day.  I  do  this  because  there  are 
seven  questions  before  the  Executive  Committee, 
put  up  to  the  Mayor  under  section  7  of  the  Charter, 
and  I  trust  that  some  action  will  be  taken  by  the 
committee  at  that  time. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  motion'  is  out  of 
order,  because  under  the  rules  when  we  do  adjourn 
we  adjourn  to  meet  next  Monday  at  three  o'clock. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
licenses  to  sell,  rent,  or  lease  firearms — that 
licenses  be  granted,  viz.: 

David  Pearlstein,  38  Beach  street.  Ward  7. 
Jacob  H.  Kahn,  546  Main  street.  Ward  4. 
Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  August  12)  for 
construction  of  ^dewalk  on  northerly  side  of 
Centre  street,  Ward  20 — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Reports  on  petitions  for  construction  of 
sidewalks  at  various  places — recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  make  sidewalks  along  the  herein- 
after named  streets;  said  sidewalks  to  be  from 
2  to  10  inches  above  tlie  gutter  adjoining,  to  be 
from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  arti- 
ficial stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  viz.: 

L.  M.  Cruikshank  et  at.  (referred  August  12), 
Carlos  street,  Ward  24. 

J.  R.  Berkowitz  et  al.  (referred  May  27),  Milton 
avenue.  Ward  24. 

Margaret  K.  Werner  et  al.  (referred  August  12), 
Brackett  street,  Ward  25. 

Ebenezer  Bishop  et  al.  (referred  June  24), 
Winthrop  street,  Ward  17. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  orders  severally 
passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  for  transfer  of  $1,000  for  Mr. 
Kitson's  bust  of  Longfellow  from  the  Library 
Trustees  to  the  Art  Commission — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,    yeas  9. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred to-day),  that  $1,000  be  transferred  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor, 
Office  Expenses,  etc. — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  9. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day),  that  .$7,000  be 
"transferred  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  an  appro- 
priation for  Children's  Institutions  Department, 
New  Bam,  Parental  School — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  9. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day),  that  the  Board  of 
Assessors  be  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  to  transfer  a  manuscript  of  historical 
value  entitled  a  "Record  Relating  to  the  Raising 
of  Funds  for  Completing  and  Recruiting  Eighty- 
five  Men  in  the  Massachusetts  Line  of  the  Con- 
tinental Arrav,  as  Authorized  by  the  General  Court, 
on  March  8, "1782,"  to  the  custody  of  the  Library 
Trustees — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  pa.ssed,  yeas  9. 


PUBLIC  LANDING,  MALLOCH'S  JVHARF. 
Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
property  in  Dorchester  on  Freeport  street,  known  as 
Malloch's  Wharf,  now  in  charge  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  be  transferred  to  the  custody 
of  the  Park  Department  so  a  public  landing  may 
be  built  there  and  recreation  grounds  be  laid  out 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  people  of  Dorchester. 


The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  a  good  many 
years  ago  this  wharf  was  bought  for  a  garbage 
station.  Owing  to  pronounced  protests  of  the 
citizens  of  that  district  the  use  by  the  city  for  that 
Ijurpose  was  not  continued.  Under  the  present 
system  there  will  be  no  further  use  for  this  wharf 
by  the  Public  Works  Department.  That  impres- 
sion, which  was  given  me  by  the  citizens  of  the 
district,  was  confirmed  this  afternoon  by  Commis- 
sioner Rourke,  with  whom  I  conversed.  He  assures 
me  that  he  is  perfectly  willing  to  transfer  this 
wharf  to  the  Park  Department,  and  also  informs 
me  that  he  is  getting  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
cost  of  establishing  a  public  landing  at  this  particu- 
lar place.  He  thinks  that  the  cost  will  not  be  in 
excess  of  $3,000.  With  this  small  outlay  of  money 
we  will  be  converting  a  dead  asset  into  a  live  and' 
useful  one.  To  substantiate  the  worth  of  this  prog- 
ress and  to  show  you  the  sentiment  back  of  it. 
I  offer  herewith  a  petition  signed  by  several 
hundred  residents  and  property  owners  in  that 
part  of  Dorchester,  called  Field's  Corner  and 
Harrison  square,  reading  a.s  follows: 

"We,  the  residents  and  property  owners  living 
or  owning  property  in  that  part  of  Dorchester, 
called  Field's  Corner  and  Harrison  square,  hereby 
petition  your  honorable  body  that  the  property  on 
Freeport  street  now  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston, 
knowti  as  Malloch's  Wharf,  may  be  put  in  condi- 
tion to  be  used  as  a  public  landing  place  and 
recreation  grounds  for  the  people  of  Dorchester. 

"  We  believe  that  a  most  insignificant  sum  mil  put 
it  in  condition  to  give  the  families  of  that  district 
a  breathing  and  resting  place  far  out  of  proportion 
and  value  thereby  derived  to  the  slight  expenditure 
to  make  it  so. 

"  There  is  not  a  public  landing  place  on  the  water 
front  of  Dorchester,  and  certainly  the  residents  of 
Dorchester,  where  they  have  the  property  in  their 
district  and  the  claim  is  owned  by  the  City  of 
Boston,  ought  to  have  the  benefits  of  it  while  there 
is  no  other  use  made  of  it."  • 

(The  petition  was  signed  by  John  J.  Murphy,  23 
Park  street,  Dorchester,  and  several  hundred 
others.)  As  I  have  already  said,  ihis  view  was 
confirmed  by  Commissioner  Rourke  this  afternoon, 
and  I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass  unanimously. 

The  order  was  passed. 


LAYING   OUT   OF   LINDEN   AVENUE. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order — That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  lay 
out  and  accept  as  a  public  way  Linden  avenue, 
from  Lamont  street  to  Linden  Park  street,  Rox- 
bury. 

Passed. 


LAYING   OUT   OF  TEMPLE   STREET. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested 
to  lay  out  and  construct  Temple  street.  West  Rox- 
bury,  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed. 


ESTIMATE  FOR  MUNICIPAL  BUILDING, 
WARD  17. 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  rise 
to  move  reconsideration  of  an  order  passed  earlier 
to-day  referring  to  plans  and  estimate  for  a  munic- 
ipal building  in  Ward  17.  M\-  reason  for  moving 
reconsideration  is  this.  I  am  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  building  and  have  no  desire  to  cause 
any  delay  in  its  completion.  I  have,  rather,  a 
desire  to  hasten  the  time  when  Ward  17  will  have 
a  building  on  that  site,  a  building  that  is  very 
much  needed  in  the  district.  The  order  passed 
to-day  simply  calls  for  the  preparation  for  the 
plans"  and  estimates  and  makes  no  provisions  for 
the  wherewithal  to  pay  for  these  plans.  I  have 
an  order  that  I  propose  to  present  to-day  making 
provision  of  funds  to  pay  for  the  plans,  specifica- 
tions and  other  incidental  expenses.  I  have  an 
order,  before  the  Council  since  last  May  and  now 
in  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  S125,000,  upon 
which  I  hope  the  committee  will  take  action  ver5' 
soon.  It  looks  to  the  construction  of  that  build- 
ing on  the  location  of  the  present  wardroom,  the 
Vine  Street  Church,  at  the  corner  of  Vine  and 
Dudley  streets.     I  had  a  meeting  called  last  week 
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to  which  all  the  members  of  the  City  Council  and 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  as  well  were  invited.  I  am 
very  glad  to  see  certain  members  of  this  Council 
taking  such  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
Ward  17,  in  the  Roxbury  district.  I  should  have 
been  very  glad  if  the.v  could  have  found  time  to 
have  appeared  at  that  meeting  to  state  to  the 
residents  of  the  district  just  how  much  the.v  were 
interested  in  their  welfare.  But  I  want  to  say 
right  here  that  not  a  single  member  of  the  Council 
aijpeared  at  that  meeting. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  in  order  to 
correct  a  statement  of  fact — if  the  gentleman 
will  yield 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Certainly. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  will  say  that  it  gave  me  great 
pleasure  to  attend  that  meeting,  though  I  arrived 
after  the  councilor  on  mv  left  had  withdrawn. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  was 
there  at  the  opening  of  that  meeting  and  I  was 
there  at  the  close  of  it.  There  was  not  another 
member  of  this  Council  who  appeared  on  the 
platform,  and  I  did  not  see  one  enter  the  doors 
of  the  hall.  I  was  there  until  the  meeting  ad- 
journed. I  am  very  glad,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago, 
to  have  any  member  of  the  Council  take  an  interest 
in  this  building.  I  hope  when  this  order  comes 
before  the  Committee  on  Finance  the.v  will  all 
show  their  interest  in  it  and  vote  unanimously  for 
the  appropriation  of  this  amount  of  money.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  reconsideration  will  prevail. 

Coun.  SMITH — The  order  that  I  introduced 
this  afternoon,  asking  for  plans  and  specifications 
for  a  new  ward  building  for  Ward  17  in  place  of 
the  Vine  Street  Church,  was  introduced  and  passed 
in  a  spirit,  of  the  utmost  friendliness  on  my  part, 
any  imputation  by  any  other  speaker  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  I  believe  that  the  only 
businesslike  way  to  get  about  building  a  ward 
building  is  to  find  out  what  it  is  going  to  cost.  We 
did  the  same  thing,  you  will  remember,  in  the  case 
of  several  other  buildings.  It  seems  to  me  the 
only  businesslike  way  of  going  about  it.  I  have 
been  extremely  interested  in  this  section — first  for 
Orchard  Park,  where  the  baths  became  unfit  for 
use  and  have  been  closed,  so  that  it  becomes 
imperative  to  have  some  public  baths  to  take  their 
place  in  the  new  ward  building.  I  have  been 
interested  in  the  change  of  population  there  from  a 
Catholic  population  to  a  Jewish  population.  From 
the  fact  that  the  present  reading  room  is  in  a 
Catholic  building  it  becomes  somewhat  disagree- 
able for  the  Jews  to  use  it,  and  I  have  incorpo- 
rated in  this  order  a  provision  that  a  reading  room 
be  included  in  the  new  building.  Of  course,  I  am 
alwa.vs  interested  in  gymnasium  propositions.  I 
believe  that  sort  of  thing  keeps  boys  off  the 
streets.  So  the  order  I  have  introduced  I  am 
sincerely  interested  in  .seeing  passed.  I  do  not 
object  at  all  to  the  order  that  Coun.  Ballantyne 
intends  to  introduce,  making  an  appropriation  for 
these  plans.  I  shall  very  gladly  vote  for  it.  ^  But 
I  see  no  reason  why  my  order  should  be  rescinded 
or  reconsidered  in  order  that  he  may  put  in  his 
order  providing  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  the  plans.  We  have  had  plans  fur- 
nished to  this  body  on  other  buildings  without 
any  appropriation  being  made,  and  I  anticipated 
that  some  such  rough  plans  would  be  made  in 
this  case.  If,  however,  the  plans  can  be  made 
more  detailed  under  Coun.  Ballantyne's  order,  I 
shall  gladly  vote  for  it.  _  But  that,  it  seems  to 
me,  offers  no  reason  for  withdrawing  or  rescinding 
the  order  we  have  already  passed. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I 
believe  the  members  of  the  Council  are  almost 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  proper  way 
to  go  about  a  building  of  this  kind  is  to  procure 
definite  plans  and  specifications  before  making 
the  appropriation.  It  was  that  that  I  had  in 
mind  in  offering  the  order  I  have  in  my  hand. 
The  order  offered  b.v  the  gentleman  on  my  right 
docs  not  make  an  appropriation  for  drawing 
definite  plans.  I  think  the  time  has  gone  by  when 
we  want  to  act  on  rough  sketches  or  indefinite 
plans  of  municijjal  buildings.  We  want  definite 
plans  and  specifications  before  we  make  an  appro- 
priation.    I   hope   reconsideration   will   prevail. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  shall  very 
gladly  vote  for  an  amendment  giving  funds  for 
the  drawing  of  those  plans.  But  it  seems  to  me  a 
peculiar  attitude  to  take  to  revoke  the  order 
asking  for  plans  and  specifications  and  then  on 
top  of  that  action  to  introduce  and  pass  another 
order  asking  for  the  same  specifications  and 
providing  the  njoncy  to  pay   for  tlicm.     Isn't  it 


more  businesslike  to  simply  adopt  an  amendment 
to  the  previous  order  giving  absolute  funds  for 
the  carrying  out  of  the  order? 

The  Council  voted  to  reconsider  the  passage 
of  the  order  introduced  earlier  in  the  session  by 
Coun.  Smith. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
amend  my  previous  order  by  introducing  a  clause 
providing  funds 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  rise 
to  a  point  of  order,  that  there  is  a  matter  before 
the  house. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Coun.  Smith's  original 
order  is  now  before  the  Council. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— It  has  not  been  stated 
to  the  Council. 

(Coun.  Smith's  order,  as  introduced  and  passed 
earlier  in  the  session,  was  as  follows: 

"That  the  Public  Buildings  Department  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish 
specifications  and  detailed  estimate  for  a  new 
municipal  building  on  the  present  site  of  the  Vine 
Street  Church  in  Ward  17,  said  building  to  include 
swimming  pool,  gymnasium  and  reading  room.") 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  w^as  about  to 
ask  to  make  an  amendment  to  that  order  as 
originally  pas.sed.  I  wish  to  ask  that  a  clause  be 
inserted  in  the  original  order  that  $.5,000  be 
appropriated  for  the  expense  of  making  such  plans 
and  specifications. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  will  have  to 
rule  the  motion  to  amend  out  of  order,  because 
the  City  Council  cannot  originate  an  appropriation. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  amend  it  so  that  it  will  read;  "Resolved,  That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  send  an 
appropriation  of  $5,000  to  this  body  to  pay  for 
the  drawing  of  plans  and  specifications  for  a  new 
ward  building  in  Ward  17  on  the  site  of  the  Vine 
Street  Church."  , 

The  question  came  on  Coun.  Smith's  motion. 

Coun.  B.\LLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  move 
.you,  sir,  that  that  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  proposed  resolution  was  declared  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order- That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  recommend  a 
transfer  of  .$.5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, for  plans,  specifications,  etc.,  for  a  new 
municipal  building  on  the  site  of  the  Vine  Street 
Church,  Ward  17. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  that  matter 
has  not  yet  been  considered  as  a  whole,  as  a  propo- 
sition, by  the  Committee  on  Finance.  There  is  an 
order  now  pending  before  that  committee  which 
was  offered  by  the  member  from  Roxbury,  asking 
for  the  loan  of  $12.5,000  for  a  building.  Until 
the  Committee  on  Finance  takes  action  on  that 
order  and  determines  to  report  on  it  favorably,  it 
does  not  seem  to  me  time  to  act  upon  it.  There- 
fore I  ask  that  this  order  be  sent  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  so  that  if  the  committee  decides  to 
report  here  a  loan  for  the  construction  of  this 
building  in  Ward  17  it  may  take  preparatory  steps 
— first  asking  the  Mayor,  in  accordance  with  our 
custom  and  policy,  to  send  us  an  appropriation 
of  $5,000  to  pay  for  the  plans.  As  yet  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  has  not  reported  favorably  on 
this  proposition,  and  in  anticipating  favorable 
action  in  this  way  we  are  rather  putting  the  cart 
before  the  horse.  I  submit,  therefore,  that  this 
is  not  the  time  to  pass  this  order,  but  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  the  order  which 
I  introduced,  and  which  in  essence  had  been  passed 
previously  in  the  meeting,  has  been  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  Rather  than  ask,  as  I  at 
first  intended  to  do,  that  this  order,  which  in 
essence  is  exactl,y  the  same  thing,  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee  or  to  any  other  com- 
mittee, I  should  like  to  ask  that  it  be  immediately 
put  on  its  way.  The  only  difference  between 
these  two  orders  is  this  —  who  shall  have  the 
prestige  of  introducing  the  order?  It  seems  to 
me  a  very  petty,  small  matter  to  quibble  over, 
who  shall  have  the  prestige  of  introducing  the 
order.  If  the  councilor  from  that  ward  desires 
the  prestige,  I  shall  very  gladly  yield  it.  My 
object  is  simply  to  see  that  the  ward  building  is 
obtained,  and  who  gets  the  credit  for  it  is  an  imma- 
terial consideration.  Therefore  I  .should  like  to 
ask  that  this  order  of  Coun.  Ballantyne's,  which 
is  identical  in  spirit  with  the  one  I  have  offered, 
and  which  has  been  referred,  be  taken  up  immedi- 
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ately  to-day  and  not  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  or  tiie  Executive  Committee.  I 
believe  firmly,  as  I  said  before,  that  this  building 
is  needed  in"  the  ward,  and  I  think,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  so,  that  the  time  for  us  in  this  body 
to  consider  ourselves  as  coming  from  any  one 
district  of  the  city  passed  by  years  ago.  I  should 
have  no  feeling  whatever  if  any  member  of  this 
Council  should  introduce  an  order  affecting  Ward 
11.  I  cannot  imagine  what  benefits  we  want 
in  Ward  11.  I  think  you  will  note  that  I  have  not 
introduced  any  myself;  but  I  should  have  no 
feeling  whatever  if  that  were  done,  and  I  cannot 
understand  how,  elected  at  large  through  the  city 
as  we  are,  any  member  of  this  body  should  have 
any  feeling  about  the  prestige  of  introducing  an 
order  affecting  his  locality.  Therefore  I  would 
gladly  have  this  order  taken  up  to-day,  and  I 
would  so  move. 

The  question  came  on  Coun.  Kenny's  motion 
to  refer  the  order  made  by  Coun.  Ballantyne  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  —  Mr.  President,  if  I 
were  offering  a  proposition  involving  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  in  Ward  11,1  might  suggest  munici- 
pal baths,  i  am  rising  to  agree  with  the  councilor 
from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Kenny).  This  is  not 
the  money  of  the  gentleman  from  the  West  End 
or  the  gentleman  from  Roxbury,  the  $5,000  which 
is  to  be  handed  out  so  easily.  I  don't  think  we 
ought  to  spend  .$5,000  for  plans  for  any  proposition 
until  we  pass  favorably  on  the  proposition  itself. 
So  I  move 

President  ATTRIDGE — There  is  a  motion  now 
before  the  house,  Coun.  Kenuy|s  motion  to  refer 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  favor 
that  motion,  and  later  on  I  would  ask  for  similar 
action  on  Coun.  Smith's  order,  that  reconsidera- 
tion be  had  and  that  it  also  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  say  just  a  word  in  reply  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  councilor  on  my  right  (Coun.  Smith).  I 
want  to  correct  him  if  he  thinks  I  consider  myself 
as  representing  any  one  section  of  the  city.  I 
liave  sat  in  this  Chamber  two  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  am  now  on  my 
third  year  in  this  Council,  and  I  don't  think  it 
can  ever  be  charged  up  against  me  that  I  have 
advocated  the  interest  of  the  section  in  which 
I  live  ahead  of  those  of  any  other  section  in 
this  city.  The  first  appropriation  I  ever  asked 
for  for  the  Roxbury  section  in  which  I  live 
was  in  April  last,  820,000  for  improvements  on 
Orchard  Parle.  At  the  same  ^  meeting  of  the 
Council,  a  little  later  in  the  session,  the  councilor 
on  my  right  (Coun.  Smith)  offered  an  order  for 
$15,000  for  improvements  on  Orchard  Park, 
declaring  that  $15,000  was  sufficient  to  do  all 
that  was  necessary  on  that  park,  and  this  $15,000 
he  wished  taken  from  the  Parkman  Fund  at  a 
time  when  the  fund  was  entirely  used  up,  or  should 
have  been  entirely  used  up,  with  appropriations 
for  the  Zoo  and  Aquarium.  With  the  exception 
of  the  other  order  for  $130,000,  which  I  offered  in 
May,  I  have  offered  no  resolutions  here  calling 
for  the  expenditure  of  money  in  that  section.  But 
I  have  stood  here  and  advocated  and  passed  my 
vote  for  money  to  be  spent  in  every  other  section 
of  the  city.  I  want  it  distinctly  understood  here 
that  I  do  not  consider  myself  here  as  representing 
Ward  11,  Ward  17,  or  any  other  ward  of  the  city, 
but  I  do  consider  that  I  am  here  representing  all 
the  people  of  Boston.  With  regard  to  the  motion 
made  by  the  councilor  from  South  Boston,  I  have 
no  objection  to  that  motion.  I  do  not  object  to 
this  order  going  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
I  think  that  committee  is  going  to  meet  within  a 
week,  and  if  it  recommends  the"  passage  of  this 
order  it  will  be  verj'  good  evidence  that  the  com- 
mittee is  going  to  favor  the  loan.  I  very  much 
prefer  to  have  the  order  go  to  that  committee 
and  come  back  recommended  by  it. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  this  is  not  an 
order  that  individually  concerns  myself,  I  .suppose, 
as  a  member  of  the  Council,  but  I  would  like  to 
sa.y,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  discussed,  that  I 
think  the  position  of  the  member  from  Ward  17 
(Coun.  Ballantyne)  is  a  correct  one.  I  think  we 
ought  to  treat  these  matters  fairly  among  ourselves 
and  I  think  we  ovight  to  express  our  feelings  and 
sentiments  honestly  and  frankly  upon  them.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  member  from  Ward  H 
(Coun.  Smith)  was  guilty  of  extremely  bad  taste 
in  presenting  this  order  this  afternoon,  for  he  has 


known,  we  have  all  known,  that  the  member  from 
Ward  17  was  very  much  interested  in  this  project. 
The  member  from  Ward  17  last  spring  introduced 
a  loan  order  of  $125,000  for  tlie  construction  of 
this  building  that  is  being  talked  of  here.  As  the 
member  of  the  Council  coming  from  that  section 
of  the  city,  his  environment  naturally  bringing 
him  in  contact  with  the  people  of  the  section  who 
are  desirous  of  having  that  building,  it  seems  to 
me,  as  a  matter  of  respect  and  courtesy  to  him, 
that  he  should  have  been  consulted  by  my  friend 
from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Smith)  when  he  introduced 
the  order.  I  say  that  frankly  and  honestly.  I 
think  it  was  a  discourtesy,  although  I  do  not  say 
it  was  an  intentional  discourtesy.  I  don't  think 
it  was.  But  I  think  members  should  at  least 
consider  the  propriety  of  submitting  such  orders 
to  their  brothers  here  when  they  affect  individual 
sections  in  which  certain  members  live. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  last  year  I 
started  insisting  in  this  bodj-  that  we  should  not 
spend  money  for  buildings  without  knowing 
where  we  were  coming  out.  It  was  in  line  with 
that  attitude  taken  by  me  last  year  that  I  intro- 
duced this  order  to  know  what  it  would  cost  to 
build  a  new  building  in  Ward  17.  If  there  is  any 
discourtesy  in  following  the  plan  which  I  then 
originated  of  finding  out  specifications  and  costs 
before  we  went  ahead  with  appropriations,  I 
would  beg  to  be  excused.  Not  to  enter  into  the 
personalities  usually  flung  at  me  by  the  councilor 
from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Kennj-),  it  was  simply 
to  find  out  the  cost  and  the  specifications  definitely 
that  I  introduced  this  order.  The  fact  that 
Coun.  Ballantyne  has  so  valiantly  fought  for  an 
exact  duplicate  of  that  order  will  lead  me  after 
this  vote  is  taken  to  ask  that  my  order  be  recon- 
sidered and  killed,  in  order  that  this  petty,  silly, 
boyish  squabble  over  prestige  in  connection  with 
a  building  in  your  own  locality  may  be  ended 
once  and  for  all. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  to  refer  the  order 
offered  by  Coun.  Ballantyne  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  carried. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  reconsideration  of  the  reference  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  resolution  just  introduced 
by  myself,  referring  to  the  Ward  17  building. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  member  from  Ward  11 
(Coun.  Smith)  before  making  that  motion.  I  trust 
that  the  motion  will  not  prevail.  The  resolution 
was  offered  in  good  faith  and  was  referred  to  the 
committee.  Let  the  committee  now  take  care  of 
it.    It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  simply  to  expe- 
dite matters,  and  notto  clog  ourrecordsof  committee 
meetings,  I  ask  that  the  resolution  introduced  by 
me  and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  be 
reconsidered  and  killed,  an  exact  duplicate  of  the 
same  having  been  recently  passed  upon  in  this  body. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  member  from  Ward  11  be  given  unanimous 
consent  to  withdraw  his  order  or  resolution,  if  he 
sees  fit  to  do  so. 

President  ATTRIDGE — If  there  is  no  objection 
the  orcler  is  withdrawn. 

Coun.  SMITH— No,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
withdraw  it.  I  kindly  ask  that  the  matter  be 
reconsidered  and  killed,  as  we  have  had  before  the 
bod.\'  a  duplicate. 

Coun.  Smith's  motion,  to  reconsider  the  reference 
of  his  resolution  to  the  Executive  Committee,  was 
declared  lost. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  as  Coun.  Coul- 
thurst  is  not  present,  I  would  ask  to  have  the 

President  ATTRIDGE — No  debate  is  in  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  to  ad- 
journ. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — Mr.  President,  I  trust  that 
the  gentleman  will  not  press  that  motion. 

Coun.  KENNY— All  right.  I  will  j-ield. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  would  Uke  to 
ask  reconsideration  of  the  reference  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  m^■  resolution  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  along  with  the 
order  of  Coun.  Ballantvne  on  the  same  subject. 

President  ATTRIDGE — The  Chair  would  state 
that  under  the  rules  we  cannot  vote  on  recon- 
sidering the  same  action  twice.  The  question  has 
been  decided  by  the  Council  once,  and  under  the 
rules  reconsideration  cannot  again  be  voted  upon. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  am  now  asking  reconsidera- 
tion of  reference  to  the  committee. 

President  ATTRIDGE— And  that  is  the 
question  that  the  Council  has  abeady  decided. 
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Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  no  intervening 
business  having  occurred,  I  would  like  to  doubt 
that  last  vote  on  reconsideration  of  reference,  and 
fall  for  a  verification  by  ayes  and  nays. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order,  that  business  did  intervene  after 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair  and  before  the  motion  of  the 
member  from  Ward  11.  I  made  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken.    Other  business  did  intervene. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  the  motion  to 
adjourn  was  withdrawn  by  Coun.  Kenny. 

President  ATTRIDGE — The  Chair  rules  that 
other  business  intervened. 


PUBLIC    LANDING,    DEWEY    BEACH. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  ($3,000)  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bath  Commission,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  public  landing  at  Dewey  Beach, 
Charlestown,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   STREETS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  resurface  Hol- 
lander street,  Ward  21,  and  Rockwell  street, 
Ward  24. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  McDonald  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


SPENDING   OF  EAST   BOSTON   PLAY- 
GROUND APPROPRIATION. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  state  whether  the 
$50,000  appropriated  for  East  Boston  Waterfront 
Playground  has  been  misspent. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  to  explain 
briefly  the  meaning  of  that,  as  it  might  be  am- 
biguous, there  was  a  very  large  petition  and  a  very 
large  meeting  in  the  interest  of  an  East  Boston 
waterfront  playground  last  year.  It  was  dis- 
tinctly understood  in  the  heading  of  the  petition, 
in  the  meeting  and  in  all  the  discussion  after 
meeting  that  the  playground  was  to  be  a  water- 
front playground.  The  $50,000  which  was 
appropriated  was  appropriated  with  that  distinctly 
in  mind,  whether  or  not  there  was  any  exact 
wording  on  the  point.  Discussion  on  the  subject 
in  this  body  was  all  with  the  idea  that  there  would 
be  a  waterfront  playground  and  not  an  inland 
playground, — that  there  would  be,  in  other  words, 
a  playground  to  dupficate  the  one  in  Ward  6, 
the  one  in  Charlestown,  the  one  in  Dorchester,  the 
one  in  South  Boston;  that  East  Boston  was  to 
have  a  similar  pla.yground.  But  somewhere 
between  the  appropriation  and  the  purchase  of 
the  land  the  idea  of  a  waterfront  playground 
slipped  through  and  it  became  an  inland  play- 
ground, and  the  appropriation  has  been  spent  for 
that  purpose.  Now  we  have  in  our  Committee 
on  Finance  a  request  for  $200,000  as  a  loan  for 
waterfront  playground.  If  the  wording  on  this 
should  be  confused  we  might  have  a  perpetual 
request  in  East  Boston  for  waterfront  playground 
and  yet  be  spending  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  a  year  for  playgrounds.  Certainly  there 
must  have  been  some  misunderstanding  about 
the  spending  of  the  450,000  which  was  appro- 
priated last  year  for  a  waterfront  playground, 
and  to  find  out  ju%t  where  that  misunderstanding 
occurred  I  have  introduced  this  order.  I  do  not 
charge  any  collusion  on  this;  I  do  not  charge  any 
bad  faith  on  the  part  of  public  officials  or  of 
individuals  seeking  the  sale  of  their  land.  But 
I  do  say  that  the  $50,000  appropriated  was  for  a 
definite  purpose,  which  purpose  has  been  lost  sight 
of  in  the  spending  of  the  money.  It  seems  only 
fair,  when  we  have  another  request  for  $200,000 
before  the  appropriations  committee  of  this  body, 


that  we  find  out  what  became  of  the  $50,000 
we  voted  last  year  and  whether  there  is  any 
danger  by  any  possibility  of  the  same  thing 
happening  to  the  $200,000. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  suppose  we 
ought  to  have  this  right  and  not  spread  on  the 
record  erroneous  statements  from  which  improper 
inferences  may  be  gathered.  It  is  true  that  there 
was  an  agitation  in  East  Boston  in  favor  of  a  water- 
front playground.  That  is  my  recollection. 
Subsequently  an  order  was  passed  through  this 
body  for  a  playground  in  Ward  2.  If  my  infor- 
mation is  correct,  the  Park  Commissioners  have 
given  an  opinion  that  a  waterfront  playground 
could  not  be  obtained  for  $50,000.  How  do  we 
know  that  the  Mayor  and  the  Park  Department, 
acting  properly  and  within  their  rights,  may  not 
have  decided  upon  spending  this  money  legally 
and  legitimately  for  another  playground?  If 
that  is  so,  then  this  resolution  has  no  place  here, 
because  the  money  was  not  misspent.  If  the 
mernber  from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Smith)  desires  to 
get  information,  to  get  at  facts,  let  him  do  so  in 
a  proper  way.  We  are  all  with  him  on  that.  I 
am  with  him  for  an  investigation,  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  send  out  insinuations,  having  it  appear 
on  the  record  that  something  improper  has  been 
done.  I  move  as  an  amendment  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  in  the  long  run 
it  is  annoying  to  always  have  your  motive  mis- 
interpreted, but  I  suppose  that  is  a  thing  to  be 
borne  and  not  complained  of.  I  suppose  my 
methods  of  seeking  information  may  be  open 
to  criticism.  I  cannot  afford  the  time  to  spend 
much  of  ray  days  at  City  Hall.  I  had  a  criticism 
passed  upon  me  last  week  by  the  Mayor  who  said 
that  I  should  have  attended  the  meeting  over 
which  he  presided  and  have  heard  the  experts 
on  lighting  appliances.  Clearly  that  was  not 
the  place  for  me  to  come  and  interrogate  the 
Mayor.  If  the  councilor  from  South  Boston 
(Coun.  Kenny)  has  a  better  method  for  me  to 
use  in  finding  out  these  questions,  well  and  good. 
I  do  not  object  to  his  using  any  method  he  sees 
fit  when  he  is  seeking  information.  This  is  a  simple 
matter.  The  only  scandal  possible  to  arise  is 
when  the  councilor  from  South  Boston  extends 
the  debate  to  unreasonable  periods.  If  the  motion 
were  allowed  to  go  through  without  a  great  harangue 
no  notice  would  be  taken  of  it,  and  we  should 
obtain  the  information  in  the  easiest  possible  way. 
I  do  not  say  that  my  method  of  getting  the  informa- 
tion is  the  best  possible,  but  I  ask  that  it  be  not 
criticised  continually  on  the  basis  of  my  method. 
I  am  not  upholding  my  method.  The  gentlemen 
present  can  take  any  attitude  thej'  see  fit  in  regard 
to  that.  But  I  do  think  it  is  fair  for  matters  to  be 
treated  without  great  long  debates  on  my  personal 
motives  in  connection  with  information  I  ask  for. 

Coun.  KENNY' — Mr.  President,  after  all,  we 
must  judge  the  members,  motions  and  orders 
from  their  language.  I  am  not  here  holding  any 
brief  for  the  Mayor.  I  am  just  as  ready  and 
anxious  to  review,  criticise  and  inquire  into  the 
Mayor's  conduct  as  any  man  in  this  body.  But 
I  submit  that  when  you  present  an  order  and  on 
the  fact  of  it  ask  the  Mayor  to  explain  why  this 
money  is  misspent,  you  are  charging  a  misappro- 
priation of  the  money.  That  is  all  I  object  to. 
My  object  in  having  the  matter  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  was  this,  that  we  might 
there  send  for  the  Mayor  and  ask  him  these  ques- 
tions, not  putting  it  on  the  record  that  he  has 
misspent  money.  Then  we  can  report  back  a 
proper  modification  of  the  order,  if  necessary. 
But  to  let  it  go  in  this  way  is  not  to  my  mind  a 
fair  and  just  way  to  treat  the  transaction. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  always 
willing  to  go  seven-eighths  of  the  way  to  meet  the 
councilor  from  South  Boston  and  his  desires.  I 
will  accept  in  this  case  any  wording  that  the 
councilor  from  South  Boston  sees  fit  to  make. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Executive  Committee  was  declared  carried. 
Coun.  SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the-  Executive  Com- 
mittee, yeas  6,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Collins, 
Coulthurst,  Kenny,  McDonald — 6. 

Nays — Coun. -Buckley,  Hale,  Smith — 3. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD, 
at  5.25  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  September  16, 
at  3  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Councii. 


Monday,  September  IG,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Couneil,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  Citv  Hall,  at  throe  o'clock  p.  m., 
President    ATTRIDGE    in    the    chair.     Absent— 
Coun.  Hale. 


.JURORS    DRAWN. 

,Iuror.s  were  drawn  under  the  law  (the  Mayor 
being  absent),  viz.: 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
First  Session,  to  appear  October  7,  1912; 

Thomas  McCammon,  Ward  14;  William  B.  D. 
Flint,  Ward  2.5;  .James  McDonnell,  Ward  20; 
Louis  H.  Morand,  Ward  22;  Walter  Allison  Hollis, 
Ward  21;  William  E.  O'Connor,  Ward  20;  John 
P.  C.  Neal,  Ward  24;  Jacob  White,  W.ard  2;  Leslie 
O.  Wade,  Ward  4;  John  F.  Wall,  Ward  12;  Irvin  S. 
Steele,  Ward  4;  Louis  C.  Mercer,  Ward  2.'?;  Henry 
R.  Gray,  Ward  8;  William  L.  Birely,  Ward  10; 
Frank  E.  Altmiller,  Ward  21 ;  Flanders  P.  Hodsdon, 
Ward  1;  John  F.  Ilaggerty,  Ward  IG;  John  J. 
Mcehan,  Ward  23;  Peter  Toohev,  Ward  2.3;  Arthur 
W.  Rice,  Ward  22;  Peter  Latvensky,  Ward  13; 
Thomas  E.  Haddock,  Ward  20;  James  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward  IG;  Sebastian  Franz,  Ward  18;  Thomas  A. 
Sullivan,  Ward  20;  Thomas  Goldie,  Ward  12; 
Alexander  F.  Bianco,  Ward  6;  Michael  Doherty, 
Ward  8;  Frank  P.  Tibbetts,  Ward  12;  Dana  F. 
Pratt,  Ward  17;  Arthur  D.  Quimby,  Ward  25; 
Fred  E.  Plummer,  Ward  11;  Robert  L.  Bowlev, 
Ward  12;  William  F.  Lyons,  Ward  9;  John  F. 
McCarthy,  Ward  .5;  William  W.  Gill,  Ward  10; 
James  M.  Donovan,  'Ward  23;  Thomas  M.  Everett, 
Ward  20;  Joseph  R.  Ayers,  Ward  17;  William  J. 
Gallagher,  Ward  25. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
7,  1912: 

Charles  S.  Stone,  Ward  9;  Frank  T.  Mullaney 
Ward  21;  John  J.  Rice,  Ward  2;  Marvin  E. 
Tucker,  Ward  20;  John  L.  Sullivan,  Ward  25; 
Elton  W.  Coburn,  Ward  21;  John  J.  McGowan, 
Ward  19;  Michael  li.  Smith,  Ward  22;  James  J. 
Prendergast,  Ward  20;  Joseph  J.  Linton,  Ward  17; 
Robert  Upham,  Ward  24;  James  F.  Whalen,  Ward 
21;  Joseph  B.  McClellan,  Ward  22;  Frank  J. 
Cook,  Ward  26;  Charles  C.  Newcomb,  Ward  11; 
James  F.  Havlin,  Ward  23;  Theodore  Winter, 
Ward  19;  Henry  J.  Gilchrist,  Ward  IG;  John  H. 
Brown,  Ward  8;  George  B.  Brewster,  Ward  12; 
George  H.  Alves,  Ward  1;  Franklin  P.  Winter, 
Ward  25;  Richard  J.  Keating,  Ward  13;  John 
Razeto,  Ward  23;  Thom-as  Barrows,  Ward  19; 
Edward  F.  Dalzell,  Ward  7;  James  E.  Witherell, 
Ward  9;  Joseph  Leggett,  Ward  13;  John  F.  Cook, 
Ward  22;  Gc^orge  F.  Gardner,  Ward  24;  Henry  L. 
Mann,  Ward  11;  William  Tasker,  Ward  12;  James 
Charnock,  Ward  20;  James  A.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  2; 
William  P.  Hubernet,  Ward  2;  Thomas  Driscoll, 
Ward  15;  Henry  H.  Sherman,  Ward  11;  William 
H.  McMahon,  Ward  Hi;  Nicholas  D.  Titus,  Ward 
10;  Harold  W.  Taylor,  Ward  12. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  October  7,  1912: 

Joseph  Dusseault,  Ward  IG;  John  J.  Ryan, 
Ward  24;  Edward  P.  Faimce,  Ward  10;  Carl  F. 
Peterson,  Ward  14;  Wilbur  F.  Morse,  Ward  12; 
Timothy  Murphv,  Ward  26;  James  R.  Frost, 
Ward  22;  Martin  J.  McDonough,  Ward  10; 
George  1.  Hall,  Ward  12;  Henry  Hooper,  Ward  1; 
Charles  J.  Cassidv,  Ward  10;  Timothy  Kilrov, 
Ward  22;  Benjamin  Stahl,  Ward  10;  Robert  M. 
Hill,  Ward  17;  Seymour  B.  Scott,  Ward  20; 
Herbert  W.  Cooke,  Ward  24;  Ernest  W,  Gund- 
strom.  Ward  24;  Isaac  S.  Abbott,  Ward  25; 
Edgar  F.  Keen,  Ward  1;  Thomas  Doyle,  Ward  24; 
Patrick  Glennon,  Ward  21;  John  F.  MacKenzie, 
Ward  1;  John  H.  Keegan,  Ward  5;  Thomas 
Craffey,  Ward  21 ;   Cornelius  P.  Gleason,  Ward  16; 


Daniel  H.  Hollenbeck,  Ward  10;  Edward  J. 
Feeney,  Ward  17;  John  J.  Gartland,  Jr.,  Ward  9; 
Charles  N.  Edgar,  Ward  24;  Francis  W.  Bennett, 
Ward  20;  George  O.  Ellms,  Ward  20;  Martin  A. 
Leonard,  Ward  12;  Charles  F.  Gundstrom,  Ward 
21;  George  T.  Horan,  Ward  3;  Charles  B.  Tewks- 
bury.  Ward  23;  Franklin  T.  Wood,  Ward  26; 
Richard  H.  Wright,  Ward  25;  William  H.  Coggin, 
Ward  20;  William  E.  Malone,  Ward  20;  Bernard 
Husband,  Ward  20. 

Forty  traver.se  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  to  appear  October  7,  1912: 

Albert  Solari,  Ward  6;  Henry  R.  Travis,  Ward 
10;  Daniel  J.  Halli.ssey,  Ward  13;  George  W. 
Bucknam,  Ward  24;  E.  C.  Delavan  Merrill, 
Ward  22;  Joseph  M.  Gibson,  Ward  15;  John  C. 
Hobbs,  Ward  22;  John  V.  Andenson,  Ward  24; 
Ferdinand  E.  Kern,  Ward  23;  Thomas  P.  Roche, 
Ward  25;  Charles  E.  Prendergast,  Ward  11; 
Edward  J.  Flynn,  Ward  17;  Dennis  White,  Ward 
25;  Patrick  J.  Cronin,  Ward  8;  Charles  E.  Low, 
Ward  1;  Charles  H.  Collins,  Ward  23;  Thomas 
J.  Moran,  Ward  26;  Edward  P.  Rawson,  Ward  16; 
Walter  F.  Gage,  Ward  14;  Albert  Hoffman,  Ward 
10;  Milton  A.  Hulbert,  Ward  22;  Frank  Zahn, 
Ward  23;  J.  Henry  Stevenson,  Ward  1;  McHenry 
Robin.son,  Ward  24;  Daniel  S.  Kennedy,  Ward  26; 
James  M.  Mullov,  Ward  9;  Denis  W.  Sullivan, 
Ward  24;  Fred  H.  Kendrick,  Ward  12;  Thomas 
J.  Nolan,  Ward  18;  William  D.  Young,  Ward  17; 
Joseph  F.  Murphy,  Ward  5;  Edward  S.  Goddard, 
Ward  12;  Abraham  J.  Wasserman,  Ward  24; 
Albert  S.  Irving,  Ward  10;  Edward  L.  Caul-ey, 
Ward  4;  L.  Frank  Johnson,  Ward  20;  Harrv  J. 
Fagan,  Ward  25;  Charles  E.  Lovely,  Ward  23; 
William  O.  Simmons,  Ward  20;  Henry  W.  Huntley, 
Ward  10. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
7,  1912: 

Leonard  Ehrnfeldt,  Ward  18;  James  I.  Talbot, 
Ward  3;  James  P.  J.  Early,  Ward  4;  George  Wilson, 
Ward  19;  Thomas  N.  Tobin,  Ward  16;  Daniel 
McPherson,  Ward  24;  Ambrose  T.  Leslu-,  Ward  10; 
Owen  McGovern,  Ward  19;  Roy  S.  Proude,  Ward 
10;  Maxwell  C.  Burbank,  Ward  23;  Michael 
Gormly,  ■  Ward  18;  John  J.  Walsh,  Ward  16; 
Frederick  P.  Hawes,  Ward  20;  Jeremiah  F.  Hayes, 
Ward  22;  Patrick  J,  Nolan,  Ward  20;  John  H. 
Wheater,  Ward  14;  Cornelius  E.  Rogers,  Ward  20; 
William  W.  Currie,  Ward  17;  John  H.  Keefc,  Jr., 
Ward  20;  .lohn  Fox,  Ward  10;  Julius  Prince,  Ward 
23;  Abraham  J.  Swartz,  Ward  8;  Edwin  F.  Jordan, 
Ward  20;  Rudolf  Weber,  Ward  23;  John  A.  Mc- 
Cordick,  Ward  20;  George  H.  Lunt,  Jr.,  Ward  11; 
Timothy  McCarthy,  Ward  12;  Charles  F.  Ander- 
son, Ward  11;  John  J.  Kelleher,  Ward  12;  George 
W.  Rose,  Ward  10;  Hercules  C.  Graziana,  Ward  24; 
William  B.  Gaboon,  Ward  22;  Michael  V.  Geoghe- 
gan.  Ward  15;  Thomas  Linge,  Ward  12;  George  D. 
Bucklin,  Ward  19;  Charles  H.  Evans,  Ward  18; 
Wilbur  H.  Ryder,  Ward  10;  James  Carter,  Ward  3; 
Simon  M.  Dodge,  Ward  13;  John  W.  Henneberry, 
Ward  2. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
7,  1912:       ■ 

Alfred  M.  Zeigler,  Ward  19;  John  Wilfert,  Ward 
7;  Julius  Weber,  Ward  21;  W.  Thatcher  Hollis, 
Ward  25;  George  N.  Swallow,  Ward  11;  Albert  F. 
Bearens,  Ward  20;  Wilton  M.  Taylor,  Ward  21; 
Otto  Yetter,  Ward  22;  John  J.  Murphy,  Ward  5; 
James  W.  Shephard,  Ward  23;  William  O'Hearn, 
Ward  15;  James  H.  Haynes,  Ward  14;  Frederic  B. 
Jacobs,  'Ward  10;  August  H.  Piesendel,  Ward  22; 
Walter  G.  Whitmore,  Ward  14;  John  T.  Kelley, 
Ward  20;  Arthur  J.  Colwell,  Ward  23;  William  B. 
Hardy,  Ward  20;  Charles  H.  Hewitt,  Ward  15; 
Walter  A.  Mitchell,  Ward  26;  Hugh  J.  Kennedy, 
Ward  26;  John  H.  Galvin,  Ward  22;  Max  Shuman, 
Ward  8;  Jay  W.  Cofran,  Ward  22;  Gustave  C.  Lee, 
Ward  2;  Henry  C.  Cobe,  Ward  19;  John  F.  Murray, 
Ward  24;  Charles  Denison,  Ward  11;  John  C. 
Redmond,  Ward  21;  Charles  A.  Roberts,  Ward  24; 
Burton  W.  Beals,  Ward  10;  John  Gay,  Ward  7; 
Thomas  Deane,  Ward  20;  Charles  McCarthy, 
Ward  16;  Dwight  T.  Cortis,  Ward  10. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  October  Sitting,to  appear 
October  7,  1912: 

Marcus  M.  Hutchinson,  JJr.,  Ward  20;  Henry 
Dobbins,  Ward    19;    Martin    Greiru,    Ward    22; 
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Cyrus  Balkam,  Ward  24;  James  J.  Galvin,  Ward 
17;  Francis  J.  Muldoon,  Ward  19;  William  Morris 
McCormick,  Ward  20;  Maurice  Newman,  Ward  11; 
WUliam  R.  Clearv.  Ward  23;  Hanrv  E.  Burr, 
Ward  10;  John  F.  McCarthy,  Ward  2;  Walter  R. 
Wanzer,  Ward  21;  Israel  Canner,  Ward  7;  Edward 
L.  .Tohnson,  Ward  23;  Frank  W.  Marsh,  Ward  18; 
Herman  F.  Askenasy,  Ward  11;  Harry  A.  Steven- 
son, Ward  12;  Michael  Carroll,  Ward  16;  Joseph 
E.  McCloskey,  Ward  19;  G.  Bertram  Washburn, 
Ward  21;  John  J.  Fahey,  Ward  15;  Timothy 
O'Connor,  Ward  5;  Richard  Burke,  Ward  14; 
Alonzo  B.  Payne,  Ward  2;  William  T.  Waters, 
Ward  5;  Solas  E.  Parsons,  Ward  16;  Edward  L. 
Norfolk,  Ward  22;  Ralph  W.  Moulton,  Ward  23; 
Michael  O'Connor,  Ward  10;  Thomas  Ellard, 
Ward  15;  William  A.  Heald,  Ward  16;  James  H. 
Ahern,  Ward  19;  Harold  W.  Harrigan,  Ward  16; 
Charles  H.  Lindsay,  Ward  20;  Sherburne  J. 
Smith,  Ward  6. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR    DORCHESTER 

SEWER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
August  12,  1912,  I  recommended  an  appropriation 
of  .120,000  for  Dorchester  Intercepting  Sewer.  I 
understand  that  the  City  Council  is  willing  to  pass 
this  order  if  the  form  of  the  appropriation  is 
changed  from  a  loan  order  to  a  transfer.  I  recom- 
mend, therefore,  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  transferring  the  sum  of  $20,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  a  special  appropriation  for  Dor- 
chester Intercepting  Sewer.  'The  previous  order  is 
hereby  withdrawn. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  (.'Hi20,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for 
Dorchester  Intercepting  Sewer. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


IMPROVEMENTS  AT  COMMONWEALTH 
PARK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
May  27,  1912,  I  forwarded  a  letter  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  attached 
to  which  was  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  certain 
improvements  on  Commonwealth  Park.  These 
consisted  principally  of  fences,  a  running  track 
and  some  gymnasium  apparatus.  I  respectfully 
ask  the  City  Council  to  investigate  this  estimate  and 
would  be  pleased  to  consider  any  recommendation 
which  the  Council  makes. 

In  general  it  seems  to  me  that  an  expression  on 
the  part  of  the  City  Council  as  to  its  attitude 
toward  the  various  matters  before  it  might  result 
in  a  better  understanding  between  your  honorable 
body  and  the  Mayor's  office.  While  the  legal 
initiative  in  all  appropriations,  except  loan  orders, 
rests  with  me,  I  believe  that  there  would  be  con- 
siderable advantage  in  a  free  interchange  of  views 
such  as  I  venture  to  suggest. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LAND   FOR   HIGHLAND  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  ofthe  Mayor,  September  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

It  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  that  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  Helping  Hand  Jewish  Home, 
who  own  45,722  square  feet  of  land  contiguous  to 
Highland  Park,   Roxbury,  are  willing  to  sell  this 


estate  to  the  city  for  the  sum  of  .?] 0,000,  which  is 
.$7,400  less  than  the  assessed  valuation.  Some 
$4,000  of  the  assessment  is  placed  upon  the  frame 
buildings  now  standing  on  the  lot  and  the  valua- 
tion of  the  land  is  only  $13,400. 

The  purchase  of  this  property  would  add  more 
than  an  acre  to  Highland  Park,  making  it  a  tract 
of  four  acres,  which  could  be  developed  as  a  play- 
ground and  recreation  park.  While  I  am  not 
prepared  at  the  present  time  to  pass  definitely 
upon  this  offer,  I  should  appreciate  it  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  would  examine  the  situa- 
tion and  indicate  to  me  by  means  of  a  vote  or  in 
some  less  formal  manner  their  attitude  toward 
the  proposition. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   FOR   SEWERAGE   WORKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  IG,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

Owing  to  the  imminent  need  of  funds  for  the 
prosecution  of  sewer  construction  I  recommend 
the  immediate  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
transferring  the  sum  of  $75,000  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  an  appropriation  for  S3werage  Works. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  ofthe  Acts  of  1897  and  chapter  204  of  the  Acts 
of  1908  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
($75,000)  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works,  and  that 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  261  of  the  Acts 
of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  transfer  the  said  amount  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  an  appropriation  for  the  said  purpose-. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONSOLIDATION   OF   DEPARTMENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  September  12,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  October  17,  1910,  I  addressed  a  communica- 
tion to  the  City  Council,  suggesting  a  consolida- 
tion of  the  Park,  Public  Grounds,  Bath  and 
Music  Departments.  Various  ordinances  have 
been  drafted  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about 
such  a  consolidation,  but  only  one  of  these  has  been 
presented  to  me  for  my  signature.  This  draft, 
which  was  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  February 
4,  1911,  was  defective  in  several  respects.  The 
salary  of  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners was  fixed  at  only  five  thousand  dollars 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  too  small  for  a  position  of 
such  responsibility.  No  clear  distinction  was 
made  between  the  park  and  recreation  branches, 
although  one  of  the  principal  purposes  of  the 
reorganization  is  to  separate  fhese  activities  and 
give  each  the  benefit  of  special  expert  supervision. 
In  a  word,  the  consolidation  under  this  draft  was 
little  more  than  a  merging  of  the  Pviblic  Grounds, 
Bath  and  Music  Departments  with  the  present 
Park  Department.  Rather  than  consent  to  such 
an  imperfect  measure,  which  would  merely  have 
perpetuated  the  present  conditions  under  a  new 
form,  I  vetoed  the  ordinance  and  gave  my  reasons 
for  doing  so. 

Several  months  of  consideration  and  discussion 
followed.  A  new  draft  finally  emerged,  which 
cured  some  of  the  defects  in  the  first  measure  in 
that  it  fixed  the  salary  of  the  chairman  at  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a  year  and  created 
two  divisions,  one  of  parks  and  one  of  recreation, 
with  deputy  commissioners  who  were  to  receive 
not  more  than  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars 
each.  A  new  weakness,  however,  was  injected 
into  the  ordinance,  in  that  it  provided  that  all 
three  commissioners  should  be  members  of  par- 
ticular professions.  The  chairman  was  to  bo  a 
landscape  architect  or  engineer,  and  the  other  two 
members  an  architect  and  a  civil  engineer,  respec- 
tively, of  five  years'  experience  each.  This  pro- 
vision   was    criticised    by    the    Public    Recreation 
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League,  which  on  October  9.  1911,  addressed  the 
City  Council  in  a  communication  containiiit;  these 
words:  "The  League  disapproves  any  specification 
or  designation  of  occupation  that  would  limit  the 
membership  of  the  commission  in  charge  of  such  a 
department  to  members  of  particular  professions." 

The  matter  then  hung  fire  for  some  time,  but 
conferences  were  held  between  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  the  Mayor, 
and  I  received  the  impression  that  a  new  draft 
would  be  reported  providing  that  only  one  of  the 
tlirce  commissioners,  not  necessarily  the  chairman, 
sliould  bo  a  landscape  architect  or  engineer. 
As  I  desired  to  retain  the  services  of  Mr.  Robert 
S.  Peabody,  the  present  chairman  of  the  Parli 
Commission,  who  is  an  architect  but  not  a  land- 
scape arcliitect,  I  suggested  that  tiie  wording 
be  modified  so  as  to  permit  tlie  appointment  ^>i 
an  architect  with  landscape  experience.  Mr. 
Peabody's  long  connection  with  the  Parlt  Depart- 
ment would  permit  liim  to  qualify  under  that 
description.  Nothing,  however,  was  done  iu 
this  direction,  and  on  February  3,  1912,  the  wliole 
matter  was  referred  to  the  present  city  government 
"with  the  request  that  it  be  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered immediately."  The  present  city  govern- 
ment has  been  iu  existence  seven  montlis  and  I 
infer  from  remarlcs  made  in  the  course  of  its  debates 
that  it  has  no  immediate  intention  of  complying 
with  this  request. 

In  the  meantime  the  city  has  been  providing 
for  the  purchase  of  new  playgrounds.  In  the 
last  two  years  orders  have  been  passed  and  appro- 
priations made  for  new  playgrounds  in  eight 
sections  of  the  city.  Tlie  proper  administration 
of  these  playgrounds  is  as  important  as  any  of  the 
functions  of  tiie  city  government,  but  tliere  is  no 
prospect  under  the  present  system  tliat  the  maxi- 
mum of  value  and  efficiency  will  be  attained. 
We  have  playgrounds  under  four  different  depart- 
ments, namely,  the  Park,  Public  Grounds  and 
Bath  Departments  and  the  School  Committee. 
The  parks  of  tlie  city  are  under  two  different 
departments  and  the  baths  and  gymnasiums  are 
similarly  scattered  although  in  less  degree. 

In  other  words,  the  situation  has  not  changed 
since  my  first  communication  of  October  7,  1910, 
in  which  I  said:  "Although  actual  friction  may 
seldom  arise  there  is  a  lack  of  correlation  when 
activities  which,  from  their  nature,  should  be  parts 
of  a  single  harmonious  system  are  carried  on 
separately,  each  branch  working  out  its  own 
results  without  comparison  or  consultation  with 
the  others." 

Boston  is  admittedly  first  among  American 
cities  in  its  equipment  of  parks  and  with  its  new 
acquisitions  will  undoubtedly  be  first  in  its  equip- 
ment of  playgrounds.  It  is,  however,  behind  the 
more  progressive  cities  in  the  use  that  is  made  of 
these  advantages.  Its  parks  are  not  freciuented 
as  they  should  be  and  its  playgrounds  suffer  from 
the  lack  of  a  unified  and  coherent  scheme  of  admin- 
istration. There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
everything  waits  upon  the  proposed  consolidation 
of  departments,  and  that  when  this  is  properly 
effected  the  whole  system  will  receive  a  new  impetus 
and  move  forward  rapidly,  so  as  to  become  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  the  city. 

I  urge  the  Council,  therefore,  to  act  upon  the 
vital  question  and  not  make  comparatively 
minor  differences  upon  points  of  detail  an  excuse 
for  indefinite  postponement. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.   Fitzgebald,   Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  KENNY. 


PETITIONS   RECEIVED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Anna  B.  Bangs,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  55.5  Huntington  avenue  by  water  and  oil. 

Charlotte  E,  Dewire,  for  compensation  for 
expense  incurred  on  account  of  backing  up  of 
drain  at  (ilO  Sixth  street,  South  Boston. 

M.  J.  McSolla,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  horse 
caused  by  falling  into  a  catch-basin  at  corner 
Gold  and  F  streets. 

Long  Brothers,  for  compensation  for  injuries  to 
horse  by  a  manhole  on  West  Selden  street. 

H.  W.  Goodhue,  that  the  city  pay  cost  of  remov- 
ing obstruction  in  sewer  at  63  Davison  street, 
Ward  26. 


Mary  Fahey,  for  compensatjon  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  in  crossing  on  Summer 
street,  at  Hawley  street. 

David  Rubin,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  buggy  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

John  Hayes,  to  be  paid  $25  for  labor  on  sewor 
on  Taylor  street. 

Public  Lands. 
Mina  K.  Wood  e<  al.,  for  removal  of  restrictions 
on  four  lots  on  Dix  place. 

Executive. 
Robert  Smith,  for  licenss  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  75  Fedoral  street.  Ward  7. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSE. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  license  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Salvatore  Mallei. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter- 
named  people  certifying  that  explosives  were 
stored  on  the  following-named  premises,  and  of 
intention  to  use  said  premises  for  the  ensuing 
year,  viz.: 

Montgomery  Brothers,  rear  285  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Frank  E.  Peabody,  328  Newbury  street,  Ward  11. 

Peter  C.  Werner,  Boston  Harbor. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  respectfully  report  that  the 
cost  of  constructing  artificial,  stone  sidewalks 
with  granite  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  border- 
ing on  Hewlett  street.  Ward  23,  amounted  to 
$8,046.04. 

.The  accompanying  schedule  shows  the  names 
of  the  owners  of  the  several  estates,  with  the 
amounts  to  be  assessed. 

Respectfvdiy, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
(Annexed  was  schedule  referred  to.) 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  within 
schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed 
the  sums  set  against  their  respective  names,  as 
their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing 
sidewalks  with  artificial  stone  and  granite  edge- 
stones  along  the  estates  bordering  on  Hewlett 
street,  Ward  23,  and  tlie  same  is  ordered  to  be 
certified  and  notice  given  to  the  parties  as  afore- 
said, the  amount  being  $4,023.02. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  1,  un- 
finished business,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  the  appointment  by  the  Mayor  of 
Daniel  Delaney,  Jr.,  Patrick  Joyce,  Patrick 
Manning,  Claude  Birkenshaw,  to  be  Weighers  jof 
Coal  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

The  question  cgme  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


FINANCE. 

Conn.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
ubmitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  order  (referred  September  9) 
that  the  Mayor  recommend  a  transfer  of  S5,000  to 
be  expended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  for  plans,  specifications,  etc.,  for  a  new 
municipal  building  on  the  site  of  the  Vine  Street 
Church,  Ward  17 — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  say 
on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  just  a  few 
words  in  explanation  of  the  report  and  orcler.  A  f  ter 
a  very  careful  and  full  investigation  the  committee 
decided  to  report  on  this  proposition  favorably. 
That  section  of  Boston  which  is  called  Roxbury 
is  manifestly  in  nee,d  of  some  such  public  utility. 
It  is  about  the  only  part  of  Boston  that  has  been 
left  without  some  improvements  of  this  nature. 
With  the  construction  of  this  building  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Vine  Street  Church,  the  land 
being  owned  by  the  city,  we  will  have  almost  com- 
pleted a  chain  of  improvements  of  this  character 
over  the  entire  city.  In  1905  there  were  26,000 
or  27,000  people,  I  understand,  living  in  that  sec- 
tion. Since  then  the  number  has  increased,  and 
the  section  is  now  more  or  less  congested.  It  is  a 
very  important  part  of  the  city,  and  the  committee 
as  a  whole  feel  that  this  is  a  very  desirable  improve- 
ment. The  report  is  made  after  mature  delibera- 
tion. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  who  some  two  years  ago 
attended  various  town  meetings,  I  would  say  that 
there  was  held  in  the  Vine  Street  Church  in  1910 
a  very  largely  attended  meeting.  It  seemed  to  me 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  and  of  the  Council 
at  that  time  that  there  was  one  improvement  upon 
the  desirability  of  which  the  citizens  of  the  section 
were  all  united,  and  an  improvement  which  they 
should  have,  namely,  a  new  municipal  building 
on  the  site  of  the  old  Vine  Street  Church.  To  add 
a  word  to  what  the  chairman  has  just  said,  the 
nearest  public  building  of  this  nature  is  at  Upham's 
Corner,  which  borders  Wards  16  and  20,  and  on 
Cabot  street  in  Ward  18.  I  believe  the  people  of 
Roxbury  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  this 
should  be  done,  and  this  report  has  not  been 
the  result  of  hasty  consideration  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  Its  consideration  has  lasted  over  three 
years. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  glad 
to  vote  in  favor  of  this  order,  as  of  cour.se  the  Coun- 
cil knows,  from  my  order  offered  at  the  last  meeting. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Council  should  act  as  I 
requested  at  the  last  meeting,  and  kill  the  order 
which  I  presented,  which  covers  exactly  this  s.ame 
ground.  I  trust  that  when  the  matter  comes  before 
the  Executive  Committee  and  later  before  the 
Council,  they  will  take  that  action.  I  see,  under 
the  circumstances,  no  reason  why  that  cannot  be 
done  as  I  requested  at  the  last  meeting.  The 
petty  squabble  as  to  who  put  in  the  order  first 
or  who  deserves  the  prestige  of  the  order  is  of 
minor  importance.  My  only  desire  is  to  see  the 
ward  building  in  Ward  17.  I  would  like  to  see  it 
include  a  swimming  pool,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
one  in  Orchard  Park,  a  reading  room,  not  a  branch 
library,  to  take  the  place  of  the  reading  room  now 
in  the  Catholic  building,  and  a  gymnasium.  It 
does  not  seem  to  me  advisable,  however,  to  have 
a  wardroom,  a  meeting  place  similar  to  the  one  in 
Vine  Street  Church.  That  I  am  decidedly  against, 
and  I  trust  that  the  plans  when  completed  will  not 
include  it.  In  my  order  as  worded  it  will  be  noticed 
that  I  included  only  the  first  three,  and  not  the 
wardroom  or  meeting  place.  I  believe  that  this 
meeting  place  should  be  in  the  school  buildings, 
thereby  saving  just  that  much  capital  and  not 
duplicating  the  rooms.  If  we  build  wardrooms 
and  then  build  school  buildings,  and  each  of  them 
have  public  halls  for  public  assemblies,  we  are  only 
spendmg  double  the  capital  necessary.  I  believe 
that  the  old  Vine  Street  Church  should  be  sup- 
planted by  a  ward  building  not  containing  a  meet- 
mg  place  for  political  and  other  gatherings;  that 
those  gatherings  should  be  held  in  the  soh6ol  build- 
ings adjacent.  That  is  the  only  point  in  this  order 
that  I  would  like  to  emphasize;  because  I  see  no 
mention  of  it  in  Coun.  Ballantyne's  order.  I 
specifically  put  in  my  order  Jhe  things  I  desired 
to  see  there.  Otherwise,  I  i^ni  jieartily  in  favor  of 
the  order. 

The  order  was  passed, 


(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  July  8)  relative  to  cost  of  now 
building  for  drug  fiends  at  Deer  Island — recom- 
mending reference  of  same  to  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion for  a  report. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  put  in  a 
loan  order  on  this  subject  for  $100,000,  in  May, 
simply  in  order  that  the  loan  might  be  before 
the  committee  for  comsideration.  At  the  same 
meeting  I  put  in  a  request  to  the  Penal  Institutions 
Commissioner  asking  that  he  have  specific  and 
definite  plans  drawn  up,  with  estimates  of  cost. 
He  has  supplied  verj'  definite  and  specific  plans, 
going  down  even  to  the  character  of  the  material 
to  be  used  in  construction  and  the  number  of 
cells — sixty — the  cost  to  be  $50,000.  Of  course, 
I  shall  move  in  committee  to  have  my  loan  order 
cut  down  by  one-half  to  meet  this  estimate, 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  shall  ask  the  Finance 
Commission  to  pass  on  this  same  subiect.  I 
cannot  overstate  the  importance  to  my  mind  of 
segregating  at  Deer  Island  the  prisoners  addicted 
to  the  use  of  drugs  from  those  sent  there  for  mnor 
offences,  such  as  drunkenness.  The  institution 
at  Deer  Island  is  supposed  to  be  a  house  of  cor- 
rection, and  yet  in  many  cases  it  proves  to  be  a 
house  of  instruction  in  this  habit  which  is  growing 
on  the  whole  community.  I  trust  that  the  Finance 
Commission  will  speedily  take  up  this  matter 
in  order  that  the  Council  ma.^'  in  turn  act. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munication (referred  September  9)  relative  to 
appropriation  of  $225,000  for  a  new  fire  alarm 
station  to  be  built  in  connection  with  the  high- 
pressure  pumping  plant  under  Charles  street — 
recommending  reference  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission for  a  report. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(4)  Reports  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munications (referred  March  11)  relative  to  cost 
of  new  street.  Back  Bay  Fens — that  no  further 
action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munication  (referred  May  20)  relative  to  cost  of 
footbridge  at  Greenwich  park  and  Cumberland 
street — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munication (referred  May  27)  giving  estimate 
of  cost  of  paving  Washington  street,  Ward  25, 
the  amount  being  $26,200 — that  the  same  be 
placed  on  file. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  report  is 
on  an  order  which  I  put  in  last  spring  for  what  I 
believed  to  be  a  very  much  needed  improvement 
for  Brighton.  It  was  the  thing  most  spoken  of 
at  the  town  meeting  in  Brighton,  and  it  is  the 
thing  which  the  business  men  of  that  section 
desire  above  everything  else.  I  trust  that  in 
placing  it  on  file  we  are  doing  so  without  preju- 
dice, and  that  if  the  Mayor  will  send  in  an  appro- 
priation to  cover  the  amount  the  Council  will 
act  on  it  favorably. 

Report  accepted;  communication  ordered  placed 
on  file. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  August  12)  for  loan  of 
$20,000  for  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer — that 
the  order  ought  not  to  pass  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected  without 
prejudice. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  September. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


INCINERATOR,    BRIGHTON. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  sum 
of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ($75,000)  be  appro- 
priated for  the  erection  of  a  building  in  Brighton 
for  use  as  an  incinerator,  and  that  to  meet  such, 
appropriation  the  City  'Treasurer  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  to 
issue  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
cit.v  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SEPTEMBJER    16,    1912. 
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REMOVAL    OF    WALL,    SEAVER    STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  city  is  encroaching  upon  park 
land  for  the  benefit  of  the  Elevated  Railroad  at 
Seaver  street,  in  the  contemplated  removal  of  the 
wall,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  wall  itself 
is  of  value  for  building  material,  therefore  the 
improvement  be  made  contingent  upon  the  Ele- 
vated Railroad  paying  one-half  of  the  expense. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY  the  Council  voted, 
at  4. .'57  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  6.07  p.  m. 


RECEIVING  PRIMARY  AND  ELECTION 
RETURNS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  receiving  primary  returns  on  the  day  of 
the  coming  state  election,  and  election  returns  on 
the  days  of  the  coming  state  and  city  elections, 
and  that  the  Mayor's  hearing  room  be  opened  on 
the  evenings  of  said  days  for  the  announcing  of 
said  returns,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$7.5,000  for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works, 
said  amount  to  be  transferred  from  the  Reserve 
Fund — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  pas.sed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munication and  order  (referred  September  9) 
transferring  the  sum  of  $5,000  from  the  Reserve 
Fvmd  to  an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Trustees  for  Children,  for 
.Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  Heating  and  Power 
Equipment — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  .SMITH — Mr.  President,  without  any 
intention  of  delaying  the  Council  I  simply  want  to 
say  that  I  believe  this  would  be  the  time  to  re- 
quest the  trustees  to  state  what  plans  they  have 
for  the  future  of  the  school.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  time  when  people  come  to  you  asking  money  is 
the  time  to  get  from  them  the  information  that 
you  desire.  'This  matter  is  not  so  pressing  that  we 
cannot  put  it  off  for  a  week  or  two,  requesting  that 
they  present  to  us  plans  for  the  future  of  the 
school,  whether  they  propo.se  to  move  to  the  main- 
land, as  the  Finance  Commission  suggests,  to 
adopt  the  cottage  system,  as  the  head  of  the 
school  suggests,  or  to  go  on  in  the  present  manner 
and  undertake  to  get  the  state  to  take  over  the 
school.  These  three  alternative  plans  seem  to  me 
to  be  open.  Certainly  before  putting  more  money 
into  Rainsford  Island  it  seems  to  me  we  should 
know  what  we  are  driving  at,  what  the  ultimate 
goal  is;  and  for  that  reason  I  am  going  to  vote 
against  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  1,  Coun. 
SMITH   voting  nay. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred to-day)  transferring  the  sum  of  1*25,000  from 
Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Dorchester 
Intercepting  Sewer — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  petition  of  Robert  Smith  (re- 
ferred to-day)  for  license  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  75  Federal  street.  Ward  7 — that  license  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  on  usual  con- 
dition. 

(.5)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  for  re- 
moval of  wall  on  Seaver  street  and  asking  that  the 
Elevated  Railway  pay  one-half  of  the  expense — 
recommending  the  passage  of  a  resolution  in  the 
following  draft: 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany should  pay  the  whole,  or  at  least  part,  of  the 
cost  of  widening  .Seaver  street,  and  that  the  Mayor 
be  requested  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
railway  company  with  that  end  in  view. 

Report  accepted;  resolution  adopted. 


COST    OF   PR0P0.SED    .SEWERAGE    WORK. 

Coun.  COULTHUR.ST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City 
Council  with  an  estimate  of  the  epst  of  proposed 
sewerage  work  for  which  plans  have  been  made  and 
money  not  furnished  for  same;  also  locations  and 
estimated  cost  of  said  sewers. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  gave  the  Mayor  and  this  body  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  sewerage  works  in  the  City  of 
Boston  during  the  current  year.  At  various  times 
during  the  year  we  have  appropriated  money  for 
those  purposes.  To-day  we  have  succeeded  in 
getting  through  an  appropriation  of  $75,000. 
I  have  been  looking  into  the  matter  of  sewerage 
work,  as  well  as  street  construction,  in  the  out- 
lying sections  of  the  city,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  is  a  crying  need  of  more  money  for  sewerage 
purposes.  In  order  to  enlighten  the  Council  upon 
that  proposition  and  in  order  that  we  shall  know 
just  where  the  Council  stands  in  this  regard,  I 
have  introduced  this  order  and  hope  to  get  this 
information. 

The  order  was  passed. 


LIST   OF   UNACCEPTED   STREETS. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  .Street  Commi.ssioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City 
Council  with  a  list  of  streets  fbr  which  petitions 
have  been  sent  to  them  for  acceptance  as  public 
highways,  the  location  of  the  same,  and  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  in  each  in.stance. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— The  same  situation, 
Mr.  President,  affects  this  order.  Some  months 
ago,  Mr.  Charles,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  informed  us  that  there  were 
petitions  pending  before  that  Board  for  new  streets 
aggregating  in  estimated  cost  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars.  Of  course,  most  of  this  money  was  to 
go  into  the  suburban  portions  of  the  city.  We 
appropriated  .$300,000  for  that  purpose,  which 
practically  signifies  that  four  out  of  every  five 
petitioners  are  to  be  disappointed  this  year.  From 
my  long  acquaintance  with  the  Board  of  Survey 
Act  and  its  workings  I  am  satisfied  that  we  are 
not  giving  enough  money  for  .street  construction 
in  the  city.  There  is  a  boom  now  for  building 
in  the  suburban  sections,  particularly  in  Wards 
20,  22,  23,  24  and  25,  and  we  are  not  keeping  up 
with  the  construction  of  buildings  in  the  construc- 
tion of  public  highways.  There  is  an  increase  in 
the  mileage  of  private  .streets  much  greater  than 
in  accepted  highways.  I  have  had  occasion  in 
the  last  few  weeks  to  go  out  into  the  suburban 
districts  of  this  city  and  there  is  a  crying  need  for 
street  construction.  I  am  asking  for  this  infor- 
mation because  later  I  propose  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Council  an  order  for  more 
money  for  streets. 

The  order  was  passed. 


QUE.STIONS   TO   MAYOR. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  under 
section  7  of  the  city  charter  the  Council  request 
the  Mayor  to  answer  the  following  questions  as 
specifically  as  possible: 

1.  What  lamp  do  you  consider  better  than  the 
Graetzin  lamp  for  street  lighting? 

2.  Wofld  it  cost  less  to  operate  this  lamp, 
aside  from  capital  charges,  than  the  present  eon- 
tract  with  the  Rising  Sun? 

3.  If  there  is  a  saving,  how  much  capital 
account  would  this  charge  off  in  ten  years? 

4.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  the  city  improve- 
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mcnts  now  requiring  city  money  were  known  by 
the  Mayor  and  Council  before  they  appropriated 
the  $300,000  lor  new  lighting  equipment? 

5.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Lamplighters' 
Union  (whose  promise  to  the  city  is  indorsed  by 
the  Central  Labor  Union)  will  keep  its  word? 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  at  this  late 
hour  I  do  not  want  to  detain  the  Council.  It 
will  be  recognized  that  the  questions  are  those 
I  introduced  before,  with  the  last  two  omitted. 
I  would  like  to  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule  in 
order  that  these  questions  may  take  their  course 
to-day.  I  understand  that  the  last  two  questions, 
which  I  have  here  omitted,  are  the  only  ones 
upon  which  there,  are  any  differences  of  opinion 


in  the  Council.  I  should  like  to  ask  that  these 
questions,  on  whit'h  we  are  agreed,  may  go  on 
their  passage. 

The  order  was  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD  the  Board 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  at 
0.18  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  September  30, 
at  3  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  30,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  tlie  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.. 
President  ATTRIDGE  in   the  chair.     Absent  — 
Coun.  Hale. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Seventy-two  tiaver.se  jurors  were  drawn  in 
accordance  with  the  law,  the  Mayor  being 
present,  as  follows: 

Thirty-six  traver.se  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  October  9,  1912: 

John  J.  Griffin,  Ward  24;  Franklin  F.  Raymond, 
Ward  11;  James  A.  Curtin,  Ward  20;  Henry  L. 
Courtney,  Ward  12;  Patrick  Callahan,  Ward  20; 
Daniel  J.  Gallagher,  Ward  19;  Edward  Glennon, 
Ward  22;  Stanwood  Wallis,  Ward  23;  George  S. 
McKenna,  Ward  20;  Edward  T.  Houghton, 
Ward  20;  Jeremiah  L.  Murphy,  Ward  8;  Edward 
E.  Aldrich,  Ward  IG;  Ellsworth  C.  Hathaway, 
Ward  1;  George  W.  Bardwoll,  Ward  4;  George 
N.  Whipple,  Ward  11;  William  C.  Whaley, 
Ward  8;  Herbert  A.  Hart,  Ward  2;  George  Y. 
Berry,  Ward  20;  Charles  E.  Loud,  Ward  11; 
William  H.  Hall,  Ward  23;  Frank  L.  Ellsworth, 
Ward  18;  Walter  T.  Tobin.  Ward  17;  Robert  W. 
Hurley,  Ward  7;  Frederick  W.  Gutberlet,  Ward  12; 
Robert  J.  Zink,  Ward  23;  John  J.  Crehan,  Ward 
16;  Mark  E.  Kellv,  Ward  22;  Alexander  J. 
McCabe,  Ward  16;  Thomas  A.  Cusick,  Ward  21; 
Merton  H.  Wheelock,  Ward  25;  Daniel  L.  Meade, 
Ward  14;  Hugh  E.  MeNamee,  Ward  26;  Charles 
J.  Dyer,  Ward  13;  John  E.  Kelly,  Ward  1;  H. 
Walter  Child,  Ward  11;  Walter  M.  Brown, 
Ward  16. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Crimina' 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  October  14,  1912: 

Frederick  E.  Pitcher,  Ward  24;  John  F.  Thomp- 
son, Ward  3;  Henry  Zimmerman,  Ward  22;  Richard 
J.  Powers,  Ward  13;  Myer  Myers,  Ward  10;  Bengt 
P.  B.  Wallin,  Ward  26;  Joseph  L.  Voudell,  Ward  11; 
Alexander  M.  Armour,  Ward  26;  Jacob  Sleeper, 
Ward  11;  Louis  Kramer,  Ward  8;  Jeremiah  F. 
Madden,  Ward  22;  James  M.  McLaren,  Ward  2; 
Edmund  S.  Brigham,  Ward  20;  Thomas  W.  Eaton, 
Ward  16;  Carl  F.  W.  EUinger,  Ward  21;  Philip  J. 
Doherty,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Everett  W.  Boody,  Ward  9; 
George  R.  Rogers,  Ward  18;  Gilbert  H.  Cummings. 
Ward  20;  Jo.seph  F.  Galvin,  Ward  26;  Charles  J. 
Reilly,  Ward  19;  Charles  N.  C.  Brooks,  Ward  21; 
William  A.  Hardvman,  Ward  8;  James  McMahon, 
Ward  19;  Albert' H.  Loehr,  Ward  23;  Richard  C. 
Kirby,  Ward  2:  Timothy  Gilmartin,  Ward  2; 
James  Baker,  Ward  4;  John  J.  Bonner,  Ward  20; 
William  B.  jStevenson,  Ward  10;  Peter  M.  Lydon, 
Ward  13;  John  F.  Cox,  Ward  3;  William  J.  McDon- 
ald, Ward  25;  Cornelius  J.  Mahoney,  Jr.,  Ward  20; 
John  McNamara,  Ward  26;  John  A.  Mangene, 
Ward  11. 


HEARING  AT  THREE  O'CLOCK. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  1  on 
calendar,  viz.: 

1.  On  petition  of  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway 
Company  for  permission  to  operate  as  a  common 
carrier  of  newspapers,  baggage,  express  matter  and 
freight,  upon  its  tracks  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
River  street  and  on  Washington  and  Adams  streets. 

There  being  no  objectors  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DORCHESTER  INTERCEPTING  SEWER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
OfiSoe  of  the  Mayor,  September  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I    return   herewith,    without   my   signature,    an 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  at  its  meeting  of 


September  16,  1912,  transferring  $20,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  for  Dorchester 
Intercepting  Sewer. 

My  understanding  was  that  the  order  appro- 
priating $75,000  for  sewer  construction,  which  I 
recommended  later  in  the  day,  was  to  cover  this 
special  work  and  I  supposed  that  this  was  clearly 
understood  by  the  members  of  your  honorable 
body  who  waited  upon  me.  For  this  reason  I  do 
not  feel  justified  in  approving  this  special  appro- 
priation. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

The  order  referred  to  was  as  follows: 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$20,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropria- 
tion to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  Dorchester 
Intercepting  Sewer. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   TEMPLE   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

In  reply  to  a  request  from  your  honorable 
body,  contained  in  an  order  passed  at  its  meeting 
of  .September  9,  1912,  "that  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  lay  out  and  con- 
struct Temple  street.  West  Roxbury,  as  a  public 
highway,"  I  tran.smit  herewith  a  communication 
from  the  secretary  of  the  Street  Laying-Out 
Department. 

Yours  respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

September  19,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  inclosed  order  of  the 
City  Council,  requesting  that  Temple  street.  West. 
Roxbury,  be  laid  out  and  constructed  as  a  public 
highway,  I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  to  say  that  Temple  street  is  now  a 
public  highway  for  the  greater  part  of  its  distance. 
What  the  people  in  that  district  are  seeking  to 
obtain  is  an  extension  of  Temple -street  to  Centre 
street.  The  Board  believes  that  it  should  be  done, 
and  it  has  given  the  matter  a  great  deal  of  attention 
from  time  to  time.  Several  petitions  are  before 
the  Board,  signed  by  a  very  large  number  of  people 
in  the  neighborhood,  urging  that  the  improvement 
be  made.  Some  years  ago,  during  some  changes  in 
grade  of  the  railroad,  a  way  was  provided  under 
the  railroad  for  the  extension  of  this  street. 

The  Board's  e.stimate  for  this  improvement  is 
.1544,000,  $20,000  of  which  is  for  damages  to  prop- 
erty, and  $24,000  for  construction.  The  Sewer 
Service  has  estimated  that  it  will  co.st  1622,000  for 
sewerage  works,  when  the  extension  of  the  street  is 
made.  The  Board  has  not  felt  that  it  could  take 
this  large  amount  of  money  from  its  limited  ap- 
propriation for  new  highways,  and  it  believes  that 
i-f  the  improvement  is  to  be  made,  a  special  appro- 
priation should  be  provided. 

Very  truly  yours, 
J.  J.  O'Callaohan,  .Secretary. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


WATER   IN   CHARLES   RIVER   BASIN. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  20,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
acknowledging  the  vote  of  the  City  Council  in 
relation  to  the  water  in  the  Charles  River  Basin, 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  commission  through 
this  office. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Metropolitan  Park  Commission. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  September  14,  trans- 
mitting vote  of  the  City  Council  of  September  9, 
relative  to  water  in  Charles  River  Basin,  is 
received.  The  matter  will  be  very  carefully 
investigated,  and  I  will  inform  you  of  the  action 
of  the  Board  later. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Geokge  Ltman  Rogers,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable 
body,  I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Horace  E.  McKeen,  24 
Ralston  road.  Ward  25;  John  F.  Riley,  476  East 
Third  street,  Ward  14;  J.  W.  Sawyer,  702  Sixth 
street,  Ward  14;  Elizabeth  J.  O'Leary,  21  Capen 
street.  Ward  24. 

Weigher    of     Boilers    and    Heavy    Machinery: 
L.  F.  Gifford,  65  Thetford  street.  Ward  24. 
Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgeeald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  appoint  Harry  HoUins  (1413  Washington 
street.  Ward  9)  a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913.   ■ 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor, 
Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


LIST   OF   STREEte. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  prepared  in  com- 
pliance with  the  request  of  your  honorable  body 
contained  in  an  order  passed  at  the  meeting  of 
September  16,  1912,  that  the  Board  furnish  the 
City  Council  with  a  list  of  streets  for  which  peti- 
tions have  been  sent  to  them  for  acceptance  as 
public  highways,  the  location  of  the  same,  and  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  in  each  instance. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

September  27,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  In  response  to  the  inclosed  order 
of  the  City  Council  requesting  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  to  furnish  the  Council  with  "a 
list  of  streets  for  which  petitions  have  been  sent 
to  them  for  acceptance  as  public  highways,  the 
location  of  the  same,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
in  each  instance,"  the  Board  has  prepared  such  a 
list,  by  wards,  wihich  it  submits  herewith.  Though 
not  asked  for  specifically  in  the  order,  the  Board 
has  included  in  said  list  the  names  of  streets  for 
the  widening  and  extension  of  which  requests 
have  been  made. 

The  total  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  improve- 
ments involved  in  said  list  is  $1,668,188. 
Very  truly  yours, 
J.  J.  O'Callaghan,  Secretary. 

Ward  1. 
Street.  Estimated 

Cost. 

Frankfort  street S8,000 

Collins  street 4,400 

Austin  avenue 3,200 

Tower  street 4,900 

Cottage  street 5,000 

Gove  street 1,800 

$27,300 


Ward  2. 

Orleans  street $5,500 

Lubec  street 4,500 


$10,000 


Ward  11. 
Chestnut  street  extension .... 
Mountfort  street  extension .  .  . 


$30,000 
3,000 


33,000 

Ward  13. 
C  street  extension 25,000 

Ward  14. 
East  First  street  relocation 48,000 

Ward  16. 

Champney  street $4,400 

Clapp  place 7,000 

Preble  street 150,000 

Nonquit  street 3,000 

Shoreham  street 23,265 

Wendover  street 4,000 

Quincefield  street 2,000 

193,665 

Ward  17. 
Randall  street 4,500 

Ward  19. 

Cherokee  street $8,500 

Ellingwood  street 7,000 

Vancouver  street 11,885 

Heath  avenue 5,000 

Ruggles  street  widening 9,285 

41,670 

Ward  20. 

Melville  road $6,000 

Perth  street 1,800 

Normandy  street  extension. . .  10,000 

Faxon  street 10,000 

Bowdoin         avenue        (from 

Brinsley  street) 2,500 

Gardner  avenue 3,000 

Castlegate  road 3,200 

Claybourne  street 7,500 

Dunkeld  street 1,800 

Kilton     street    (from     Wash- 
ington street) 10,000 

Raven  street 3,500 

Spring  street 2,400 

Trent  street 1,500 

Upland  avenue 7,500 

Payson  avenue 4,500 

Marlowe  street 2,500 

Puritan  avenue 5,500 

Lawrence  park 4,000 

Paisley  park 6,000 

Boumeside  street 7,500 

100,700 

Ward  21. 

Homestead  street $10,500 

Elbert  street , 5,882 

Seaver  street  widening 50,000 

66,382 

Ward  22. 

Notre  Dame  street $3,800 

Montebello  road 8,000 

Eugene  street 4,500 

Barbara  street 3,000 

19.300 

Ward  23. 

Clement  avenue $4,000 

Perham  street 18,000 

James  street 15,600 

Brook  road 9,000 

Birch  street 9,000 

Edgemont  stieet 3,000 

Mozart  avenue 5,400 

Prince  street 7,000 

Clifford  street 10,000 

Belle-srue  avenue 23,000 

Selwvn  street 15,600 

Fidefia  park 6,000 

South  Fairview  street 17,000 

Rowe  street 12,000 

Richards  street 11,500 

Temple  street  extension 44,000 

Spring  street  widening 125,000 

Malcolm  street 5,000 

340,100 
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Ward  24. 

APPROPRIATION    FOR    COLUMBUS    DAY. 

Crossman  street 

$7,000 
4,800 

Lithgo w  street 

The  following  was  received: 

Sewell  street  extension 

10,330 

City  of  Boston, 

Lyons  street 

3,000 

OflSce  of  the  Mayor,  September  18,  1912. 

Rosewood  street 

12,500 

To  the  City  Council : 

Laurel  street 

5,000 

I    return    herewith    an    order    passed    by    your 

Oak  terrace 

7,390 
3,000 
6,000 

honorable   body   at   its   meeting   of   September   9, 

Elmdale  street 

1912,   that   I   be  requested  to   initiate   an   appro- 

Fenton street ; 

priation  of  $500  to  be  given  as  a  prize  on  Columbus 

Marsh  street  extension 

3,000 

Day  for  a  professional  sculling  race,   open  to  all 

Malta  street 

4,000 
7,500 

comers,  with  the  condition  that  there  must  be  at 

North  Munroe  terrace 

least  three  starters. 

Pierce  avenu© 

16,430 
6,500 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  would  be  an  excellent 

Browning  avenue 

way  of  reviving  interest  in  a  popular  and  valuable 

Fuller  street 

23,000 

form  of  sport  and  I  take  pleasure  in  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  which 
transfers  the  amount  requested  from  the  Reserve 

Minot  street 

10,000 

Midway  street  extension 

13,500 

Bowman  street 

6,000 

Fund    to   the    appropriation   for    Mayor,    Public 

Bearse  avenue 

5,600 

Celebrations. 

Vose  street 

3,200 

.                                                Respectfully, 

John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Stratton  street 

7,000 

Kegent  road 

4,000 

$168,750 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  261 

Ward  25. 

of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 

Evans  road 

$1,000 
6,900 
9,500 
6,000 

is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five  hundred 

Wade  street 

dollars  ($500)  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appro- 

Adams street 

priation  for  Mayor,  Public  Celebrations. 

Allston  Heights 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Riverview  road 

8,050 

Waverly  street 

Aldie  street 

7,000 
40,000 

Holton  street 

54,271 

Union  street  extension 

17,700 

GRADING  OF  PLAYGROUNDS. 

Academy  Hill  road 

6,500 
5,200 
8,800 

The  following  was  received: 

Maple  avenue 

Garden  street 

City  of  Boston, 

Naples  road 

1,000 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1912. 

Cypress  road .". . 

5,200 

To  the  City  Council: 

Spring  street 

8,800 
15,000 

The  accompanying  letters    from    the    chairman 

Antwerp  street 

pro  tern,  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  and 

School  street 

4,200 
4,000 

the     Superintendent    of    the     Park     Department 

High  Rock  way 

request  an  appropriation  of  $16,600  for  grading, 
dredging   and    apparatus   on   the   playgrounds   at 
Franklin    Field,    Massachusetts    avenue,    Norfolk 

Webster  street 

5,000 
6.500 

Webster  avenue 

Mechanic  street 

3,000 
15,000 

^  street  and  Market  street.     This  work  seems  to  me 

Corey  road 

necessary   and   I   recommend   the   passage   of   the 

Allston  square 

5,500 

accompanying    order    transferring    the    required 

Faneuil  street  widening 

293,000 

amount  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropria- 

Harvard avenue  widening.  . .  . 

42,200 

tion  for  Playgrounds,  Improvements. 

C7r»  Q01 

Respectfully, 

■    — ~ —  '     ~             Ol  iJ,O^X 

John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ward  26. 

Dedham  street 

10,500 

City  of  Boston, 

Grand  total 

$1,668,188 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

Placed  on  file. 

September  23,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

RESURFACING    HARVARD   STREET.                       | 

Dear  Sir, — I  hereby  transmit  a  request  of  our 

The  following  was  received: 

• 

superintendent,  which  has  been  approved  by  this 
Board,  for  money  necessary  to  carry  on  improve- 

City of  Boston,                                           1 

ments  on  various  playgrounds. 

With    the    exception    of    Franklin    Field,    these 

To  the  City  Council: 

playgrounds  have  been  recently  acquired  by  the 

city   and   are   now   useless,   but   can   be   rendered 

Council  at  its  meeting  of  July 

8,  1912,  that  "the 

effective  with  the  small  outlay  required. 

The  amount  asked  for  at  Franklin   Field   will 

through  his    Honor  the  Mayor 

,  to  resurface  Har-                1 

take   care   of   all   immediate   demands,    although 

vard  street.  Ward  24,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue 

our  plans  call  for  the  expenditure  of  more  money. 

and  Morton  street,"  together  with  a  report  upon 

which,   perhaps,   is  not  available   at  the  present 

time. 

Works. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

Daniel  H.  Coakley, 

John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Chairman  pro  tern. 

City  of  Boston, 

— 

City  of  Boston, 

Highway  Division, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

September  25,  1912. 

Department  of  Parks, 

Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

September  23,  1912. 

Daniel  H.  Coakley,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir, — Returning  order  of  the  City  Council 

Chairman  pro  tern.: 

Dear  Sir. — Following  is  a  list  of  appropriations 

Ward  24,  and  report  that  we  h 

ave  looked  into  the 

for  work  which  is  desirable  to   undertake  imme- 

matter  and  will   proceed   with 

the  macadamizing 

diately. 

as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  roller  to  do  the  work. 

At  Franklin  Field  the  walk  and  planting  spaces 
bordering  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  are  unfinished  and 

James  H.  Sullivan,  Division  Engineer. 

give    the    entire    field    a    neglected    appearance. 

This  work  should  be  undertaken  this  fall  and  our 

Respectfully    referred,    with 

inclosure,    to    the 

engineer   estimates   for   the   immediate   needs   the 

Honorable  the  Mayor. 

following  amounts. 

L.  K. 

Rourke, 

The    city  has    also    purchased    or  hired  several 

Commissioner 

of  Public  Works. 

playgrounds    within    a    short    time    that    can    be 

Placed  on  file. 

developed  for  use  this  fall,  if  we  can  have  a  little 
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money.  This  will  only  render  the  playgrounds 
useful  for  the  time  being  and  is  intended  only  to 
satisfy  the  present  wants. 

Estimate  of  cost  of  grading,  drainage  and  water 
supply  on  Franklin  Field,  at  proposed  children's 
playground,  and  of  completing  walks  and  slopes 
along  Blue  Hill  avenue,  from  Talbot  avenue  to 
Stratton  street: 
9,000  cubic  yards  excavation,  at 

75  cents $6,750 

3,000     square    vards    walks,     at 

75cent3 , 2,250 

Drainage  and  water  supply 1,100 

Planting 500 

$10,600 

Massachusetts  Avenue  Playground. 
Land  leased  from  John  Shepard,  grading 
ball  field  and  installation  of   children's 
apparatus 1,500 

Norfolk  Street,  Ward  24. 
Grading  ball  field,  drainage  and  children's 

apparatus 3,000 

Market  Street,  Ward  25. 
Grading  and  children's  apparatus 1,500 

$16,600 

Yours  respectfully, 
Jas.  B.  Shea,  Superintendent. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  six- 
teen thousand  six  hundred  dollars  ($16,600)  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Play- 
grounds, Improvements,  to  be  applied  and  dis- 
tributed as  follows: 

Franklin  Field,  grading,  walks,  drain- 
age, etc.,  ten  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars $10,600  00 

Massachusetts  Avenue  Playground, 
grading  and  apparatus,  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars 1,500  00 

Norfolk  Street  Playground,  grading, 
drainage  and  apparatus,  three  thou- 
sand dollars 3,000  00 

Market  Street  Playground,  grading  and 

apparatus,  fifteen  hundred  dollars 1,500  00 

$16,600  00 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PROPOSED    SALE   OF   "REVERE." 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  request  from  the  Com- 
missioner 'of  Public  Works  asking  authority  to 
sell  the  ferryboat  "Revere"  of  the  Ferry  Service 
of  the  Bridge  and  Ferry  Division,  and  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  granting 
the  permission  requested.  As  the  boat  was 
originally  purchased  with  borrowed  money  it 
seems  to  me  better  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
should  be  credited  to  the  sinking  funds. 
Respectfulljr, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  the 
ferryboat  "Revere"  to  the  highest  bidder  by 
auction  or  at  private  sale,  and  that  the  proceeds 
of  this  sale  be  credited  to  the  sinking  funds. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   COLUMBUS   DAY. - 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
director  of  public  celebrations,  in  which  he  states 
that  owing  to  the  great  popular  response  to  the 


appeal  for  a  large  representation  of  the  different 
interests  of  the  city  in  the  Columbus  Day  pro- 
cession the  expense  will  be  more  than  he  had 
estimated.  He  now  believes  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  have  $1,800  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tion already  made,  and  as  it  is,  in  my  opinion, 
extremely  desirable  that  this  celebration  should  be 
a  successful  one  in  order  to  make  a  precedent  for 
the  suitable  observance  of  this  holiday,  I  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
transferring  the  amount  mentioned  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor, 
Public  Celebrations. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  INIayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Citizens'  Public  Celebration  Association, 
September  30,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  Invitations  were  sent  by  me  to  every 
organization  in  Greater  Boston  which  seemed 
likely  to  participate  in  the  program  for  Columbus 
Day.  The  responses  so  far  received  indicate 
30,000  marching  men  and  women,  in  addition  to  a 
considerable  number  of  floats  and  special  features. 
Plans  adopted  provide  for  supplying  music  for  the 
parade,  but  the  allowance  for  that  purpose  is  too 
low  to  provide  an  adequate  number  of  bands,  even 
with  the  number  of  marchers  now  assured. 

For  this  reason,  and  to  further  other  interests 
of  the  day,  the  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $1,800  to  $2,000 
should  be  asked  from  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
Hoping  this  request  may  meet  with  your 
approval,  I  am. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Dever, 
Director  of  Public  Celebrations. 


City  of  Boston, 
In  City  Council,  September  30,  1912. 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  (Sl.SOO)  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  jSIayor, 
Public  Celebrations. 

RefQrred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   ZOO   AND 
AQUARIUM. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
OflSce  of  the  Mayor,  Septembei;  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council : 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
September  9,.  1912,  I  transmitted  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  askdng  for  certain  sums  aggregat- 
ing about  $70,000  for  improvements  at  the 
zoological  garden  and  aquarium.  The  Council 
at  that  meeting  passed  an  order  appropriating 
$28,200  for  these  purposes,  and  it  was  believed 
at  the  time  thitt  this  appropriation  exhausted  the 
income  of  the  Parknian  Fund  for  the  current 
calendar  year.  The  City  Treasurer,  however, 
informs  me  that  the  income  is  larger  than  he  had 
anticipated  by  about  $8,600.  As  the  appropria- 
tion made  on  September  9  was  less  than  half  the 
amount  required,  and  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Park  Department,  in  a  communication  appended 
hereto,  states  that  the  money  is  needed  just  now 
for  the  establishment  of  deer  and  elk  ranges,  I 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  appropriating  $8,600,  which  is  practically 
the  residue  of  the  income  for  the  current  year, 
for  Zoological  Garden  and  Aquarium. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

September  30,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — As  I  understand  that  there  are  ad- 
ditional funds  available  from  the  Parkman  Estate, 
I  would  respectfully  request  that  such  amounts  as 
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can  be  spared   be  appropriated  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Peabody's  letter  of  July  29,  1912. 
This  money  is  very  much  needed  just  now  for  the 
development   of   deer   and   elk   ranges,   and   other 
small  exhibits  in  Franklin  Park  in  connection  with 
the  features  already  established  at  the  Zoo. 
liespectfully  yours, 
James  B.  Shea,  Superintendent. 

1912.  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  Income. 

September  14.     Cash  on  hand .$1,199  84 

Septem*ber  16.     Cash  received 8,000  00 

October.     Income  estimated 8,400  00 

November.     Income  estimated 1,225  00 

December.     Income  estimated 23,000  00 

$41,824  84 
Payments. 

September  17.  Balance  ap- 
propriation for  Zoological 
Garden  and  Aquarium 
under  vote  of  City  Coun- 
cil, April  17,  1912 $.5,000  00 

September  17.  Account  of 
appropriation  for  Zoo- 
logical Garden  and  Aqua- 
rium, vote  of  Council, 
September  9,  1912 4,000  00 

$9,000  00 
Amount  due   appropriation 
for  Zoological  Garden  and 
Aquarium,  vote  of  Coun- 
cil, September  9,  1912. .  .  ,    24,200  00 

■ 33,200  00 


Estimated  income   December  31,  1912,     $8,624  84 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars  ($8,600)  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman 
Fund  and  added  to  the  appropriation  for  Zoo- 
logical Garden  and  Aquarium. 

Keferred  to  the "Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


COST   OF   DREDGING    FLATS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  reply  to  an  order  passed  by  your  honorable 
bod.v  at  its  meeting  of  August  12,  1912,  that  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
furnish  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  dredging  fiats 
opposite  the  end  of  Wood  Island  Park,  East 
Bcston,  to  a  sufficient  depth  to  admit  of  a  per- 
manent body  of  water  for  boating  and  bathing 
purposes,  I  submit  the  accompanying  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  pro  tern,  of  that 
department.  The  communication  is  accom- 
panied by  maps  showing  the  areas  that  would  have 
to  be  dredged. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgekald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

September  26,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  In  reply  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  of  August  12,  1912,  we  herewith  send  you 
two  estimates,  made  by  our  engineer,  Mr.  Putnam, 
for  dredging  the  fiats  opposite  the  end  of  Wood 
Island  Park  to  a  sufficient  depth  to  admit  of  a 
permanent  body  of  water  for  boating  and  bathing 
purposes,  and  a  map  showing  the  areas  which 
would  have  to  be  dredged. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Daniel  H.  Coakley, 
Chairman  pro  tern. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

September  12,  1912. 
Estimate   of  cost  of  dredging   at  Wood   Island 
Park,  as  per  Council  order  of  August  12,  1912: 


Estimate  No.  1. 
Bathing   pool,   140   feet   by   300   feet, 

opposite   bath   house,    10,900   cubic 

yards,  at  $0.45 $4,905  00 

Channel  00  feet  wide,  6  feet  deep  at 

mean  low  tide  from  bathing  pool, 

20,222  cubic  yards,  at  $0.45 9,099  90 

Total $14,004  90 


Estimate  No.  2. 
Estimate  of  cost  of  dredging  aljout  50 
acres  of  flats  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  at 
mean  low  tide,  465,000  cubic  yards, 
at  $0.45 $209,250  00 


C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COST   OF   PROPOSED    SEWERAGE    WORK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1912. 
To  the  Citj;  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relating  to  the  cost 
of  the  proposed  sewerage  work  and  other  items 
requested  in  an  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
at  its  meeting  of  September  16,  1912. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzqehald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  30,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
In  connection  with  the  attached  order  of  the 
City  Council,  requesting  estimate  of  cost  of  pro- 
posed sewerage  works  for  which  plans  have  been 
made  and  money  not  furnished  for  the  same, 
I  beg  to  submit  the  inclosed  communication  from 
Chief  Engineer  Dorr,  which  I  think  gives  the 
required  information. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  and  Water  Division, 

September  28,  1912. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

In  response  to  the  request  of  the  City  Council 
of  September  16,  1912,  the  following  is  a  list  of  the 
plans  which  have  been  made  for  proposed  sewerage 
works  on  which  no  work  lias  as  yet  been  begun, 
also  locations  and  estimated  cost  of  the  sewers  for 
which  plans  were  made. 

Of  the  appropriations  made  for  Sewerage  Works 
and  Separate  Systems  of  Drainage  there  remains 
after  providing  for  the  day  labor  force  for  the 
balance  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  for  contracts  in 
force  the  following  sums: 

Sewerage  Works  Loan  (General) .  .     $59,150  81 

Sewerage  Works  Loan,  South  End  dis- 
trict  80,338  44 

Separate  Systems  Loan 112,322  92 

Yours  very  truly, 

E.  S.  Dorr, 
Chief  Engineer  Sewer  Service. 
Approved, 

E.  S.  Dorr, 

Acting  Division  Engineer. 

Sewerage  Works  Loan. 
Dorchester. 

Davenport  brook .$200,718  00 

Mattapan  brook 60  000  00 

Helena  avenue 1,266  00 

HoUingsworth  .street. . .  .  635  00 

Regent  road 1,323  63 

Norfolk  street,  between 

railroad      and      Walk 

Hill  .street 3,512  00 

Rockingham  road 1,638  00 

Carried  forward $269,092  63 
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Brought  forward $269,092  63 

Hallet  street 5,705  00 

Freeport  street  and  Pres- 
ton street 8,541  00 

Edgewater     drive     and 

Burmah  street 1,314  50 

Roland  road 2,397  00 

Tenean  street 2,500  00 

Hallet  Davis  street 1,059  20 

Marsh  street 1,090  00 

Neponset      Playground, 

surface  drain 20,000  00 

Board  of  Survey  street, 
Neponset      river      to 

River  street 2,154  00 

Auckland    street,    inter- 
ceptor       20,000  00 

Bowdoin  street  and  pri- 
vate    land,     Hancock 
street  to  Quincy  street,      18,000  00 
Dorchester  brook,  sewer,      50,000  00 
Kimball  street,  Freeport 
street    to    Dorchester 

avenue 4,200  00 

Dorchester  avenue,  Kim- 
ball street  to   Linden 

street 3,000  00 

Crescent  Avenue  brook,      26,000  00 

Dakota  road 800  00 

Homes  avenue,  "393"  .  .  900  00 

Lawrence  park 1,200  00 

Adams  street 300  00 

Harrison  park 650  00 


South  Boston. 

Kemp  street  outlet $28,000  00 

Northern     avenue     and 

outlet 25,000  00 

Pumping  station 8,000  00 

E      street      at      Anchor 

street 1,600  00 

Stetson's  dock,  dredging,  1,500  00 

M  street 500  00 


City  Proper. 

Beach  street,  Atlantic 
avenue  to  Harrison 
avenue $40,960  00 

Oswego  street 6,000  00 

Leverett  street,  Charles 

to  Brighton  street 8,200  00 

Friend     street,     Market 

to  Sudbury  street ....         2,400  00 

Union  Park  street,  pump- 
ing station  and  outlet,      82,000  00 

Tremont  street,   surface 

drain 27,800  00 

Montgomery  street. 
West  Canton  to 
Tremont  street 10,000  00 

Clarendon  street,  Mont- 
gomery street  to  Col- 
umbus avenue 24,343  00 

Fellows  street  and  North- 
ampton street 9,480  00 

Bedford  street 4,320  00 

West  Canton  street, 
Tremont  street  to  Col- 
umbus avenue 16,000  00 

Commerce  street 7,400  00 


$438,903  33 


Hyde  Park. 

Summet  street $556  50 

Readvill'e    and    Knights 

streets 5,599  45 

Wood  avenue 3,962  50 

Hyde  Park  avenue,  sur- 
face drain 6,720  00 

Chesterfield  street 1,000  00 

Buckingham  street 2,700  00 

Milton  street 1,500  00 

Fulton  street 810  00 

Margin  street. 1,530  00 

Norton  street 1,350  00 

Stoughton  avenue 8,852  50 

Vaughan  street 600  00 

Nelson  street 1,040  00 

Hainilton  street  and  out- 
let   2,264  25 

Baldwin  street 1,052  50 


39,537  70 


64,600  00 


238,903  00 


East  Boston. 

Cottage  street,  Neptune 
road  to  Prescott 
street $11,620  00 

Frankfort  street,  Pres- 
cott street  to  Neptune 
road 16,620  00 

Geneva  avenue,  Gove  to 

Maverick  street 6,080  00 

Geneva  street,  Gove  to 

Porter  street 6,000  00 

Montmorencie  avenue. 
Orient  avenue,  west- 
erly          3,000  00 

Neptune  road,  north- 
easterly side,  Lubec 
to  Cottage  street 2,000  00 

Neptune  road,  north- 
easterly side  between 
Orleans  and  Cottage 
streets  and  southwest- 
erly side  between  Or- 
leans  street  and 
Boston,  Revere  Beach 
&  Lynn  Railroad 15,500  00 

Pope    Street    court,    off 

Pope  street 635  00 

Saratoga  street,  outlet 
in  private  land,  be- 
tween Faxon  and 
Saratoga  streets. .... .         1,060  00 

Webster  street,  between 
points  60  feet  and  220 
feet  west,  of  Orleans 
street 1,200  00 


Charlestown. 
Corey  street,  between  Moulton  street 
and  190  feet  northerly 

West  Roxbury. 

Grove  street  brook,  conduit  in  private 

land  between  Grove  street  culvert, 

near    cemetery,    and    Washington 

street 


,715  00 


570  00 


4,775  00 


Total $851,004  03 


Sepakate  Systems  Lc^n. 
Dorchester. 
Roosevelt  street  and  out- 
let   $1,333  50 

Wilcock  street 1,500  00 

Havelock  street 1,200  00 

Baird  street 1,000  00 

Morton  street,   between 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and 

Harvard  street 6,768  00 

Norfolk   street   and   As- 
toria street 15,666  00 

Columbia    road,    Wash- 
ington street  to   Blue 

Hill  avenue 10,000  00 

Powellton  road 2,000  00 

Ronald  street 600  00 

Browning  avenue 600  00 


$40,667  00 


Citj"  Proper  and  Roxbury. 

Berkeley  street,  Hunt- 
ington avenue  to  Col- 
umbus avenue $28,515  00 

Beacon    street.    Walnut 

street      to      Hancock  ' 

avenue 3,631  00 

Church  street.  Provi- 
dence street  to  Boyl- 
ston  street 9,091  00 

Maitland  street 924  00 

Van  Ness  street 18,000  00 

Arlington  street  exten- 
sion   558  00 

Auburn  street.  Poplar 
street  to  Leverett 
street 1,080  00 

Charles  street  mall 7,470  00 

High  School  of  Com- 
merce    596  00 

Alley  301  and  Mt.  Ver- 
non square 3,448  00 

Chambers     and     Eaton 

streets 4,872  00 

Shawmut     avenue     and 

Warrenton  street 2,821  00 
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Halleck  street,  Ruggles 
street       to       Prentiss 

street $6,300  00 

Beacon  street,  Dart- 
mouth street  to  Fair- 
field street 8,208  00 

Alley  425 11,714  00 

Huntington  avenue, 
Brooklinc  line  to  Wait 

street 15,600  00 

Centre  street  catch- 
basins 1,370  00 

Haviland  street 4,000  00 

Stanhope  street 7,080  00 

Bucknam  street 970  00 

Newbury  street,  Dart- 
mouth street  to  Fair- 
field street C,940  00 

Sterling  street 3,000  00 

Oak  Grove  terrace 2,200  00 

Auburn  street 2,100  00 

Warren  street 2,500  00 

Tremont      street      tide 

gates 3,000  00 

Tenner  street 25,000  00 

Sarsfield  street 1,800  00 

Burton  street 1,100  00 


$183,888  00 


West  Roxbury. 

Auburn  street,  brook 
between  Roslindale 
brook  and  Washing- 
ton street $20,000  00 

Hemman  street  and  out- 
let between  Summit 
street  and  Auburn 
street,  at  Washington 
street 20,000  00 

Spring  street.  Baker 
street  and  Gardner 
street,  between  Charles 
river  and  Heldun 
street 32,000  00 

Dent  street  brook,  con- 
duit between  Weld 
street  and  junction 
Pleasant  and  La 
Grange  street 67,500  00 

Spring  street  brook,  con- 
duit between  Summer 
and  Centre  streets.. .  .       11,000  00 

Temple  street,  outlet  be- 
tween Hillcrest  street 
at  New'  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  and  Metro- 
politan sewer  at  Farra- 
gut  and  Salisbury 
streets 80,000  00 

South  street,  between 
Arborway  and  St. 
.Joseph  street  and  out- 
let to  Washington 
street 18,200  00 

Roslindale  brook,  be- 
tween Anawan  avenue 
and  Corey  street.  ....     145,000  00 

West  Roxbury  low  level 
sewer,  between  Stony 
brook  conduit  and 
Florence  street 45,000  00 

Church  street,  between 
Centre  and  Halford 
streets 2,600  00 

Albano  street,  between 
Cohasset  and  Wash- 
ington streets 875  00 

Maxfield  street,  between 
La  Grange  and  Belle- 
vuo  streets 1,600  00 

Cornauba      street      and 

outlet 1,.500  00 

Poplar  street  and  outlet 

in  Sycamore  street.. .  .         2,700  00 

Willow  street,  between 
Centre  and  Schirmer 
streets 5,000  00 

Lawn  place,  off  Mt.  Hope 

street 700  00 

Parkway  branch  of  Ros- 
lindale brook  and 
house  sewers  and  sur- 
face drains  in  West 
Roxbury  parkway  to 
Morton  street 42,000  00 


Stratford  street  and  out- 
let to  parkway $5,000  00 

Guernsey  street  and  out- 
let to  Roslindale  brook 
conduit 850  00 

Central  and  Centre 
streets  to  Montclair 
avenue 9,500  00 

Savin  street,  between 
Stratford  street  and 
Park  street  outlet  for 
Park  street 3,000  00 


$514,025  00 


Brighton. 
Shepard  brook  conduit, 

easterly    branch,     be- 
tween Tidal  creek  and 

Hano  street $225,000  00 

Salt  creek  outlet 6,500  00 

Telford  street  outlet 18,000  00 

Oakland  street,  between 

Faneuil      street      and 

Washington  street 7,800  00 

Antwerp  street,  between 

Western    avenue    and 

Lincoln  street 5,250  00 

Lincoln  street,  between 

Waverly   and  Market 

streets 3,600  00 

Waverly  street,  between 

Western   avenue    and 

Lincoln  street 15,000  00 

Waverly  street,  between 

Market     street     and 

easterly      branch      of 

Waverly  street 2,500  00 

School    street,    between 

Market  and  Waverly 

streets 2,800  00 

Holmes  avenue,  between 

Harvard    avenue    and 

Radford  street 7,000  00 

Kilsyth       and       Selkirk 

roads,  between  Lanark 

and  Sutherland  roads..        3,600  00 
Mt.   Vernon   street   and 

outlet 7,000  00 

Spring    street,    between 

Market  and  Murdock 

streets 4,000  00 

308,050  00 

Total $1,046,630  50 

Placed  on  file. 


QUESTIONS    ABOUT     STREET    LIGHTING 
CONTRACT. 

The  following  was  received: 

■    September  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  have  received  a  letter  of  the  City  Council 
passed  at  its  meeting  of  September  16,  1912, 
requesting  me  to  a-nswer  five  specific  questions 
relating  to  the  proposed  contract  for  street  lighting. 
As  no  date  was  fixed  in  the  order  for  my  appearance 
before  your  honorable  body  on  this  subject,  and 
as  I  am  engaged  in  collecting  data  which  will,  I 
am  convinced,  contribute  to  the  solution  of  the 
problem,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  my  answers 
will  be  ready  a  week  from  to-day  or  at  any  subse- 
quent time  when  the  City  Council  is  prepared  to 
receive  them. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER   FOR   TREES. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  September  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held 
April  1,  1912,  I  recommended  a  tax  order  appro- 
priating $25,000  for  street  trees.  This  order  failed 
of  passage  before  the  tax  rate  was  declared.  I 
still  believe  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made 
for  this  purpose  and  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order  transferring  the  sum  of 
$10,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Street  Trees. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
111  City  Council,  September  30,  1912. 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand     dollars     ($10,000)     from    the    Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Street  Trees. 
The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  FROM  FRED  S.  GORE. 

Notice  was  received  from  Fred  S.  Gore,  Penal 
Institutions  Commissioner,  of  his  interest  in  con- 
tract for  work  on  Fowler  and  McLellan  streets. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILWAY   LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  an  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
was  received,  granting  to  the  West  End  Street 
Railway  Company  location  No.  407,  for  an  alter- 
ation of  its  existing  locations  on  Columbus  avenue, 
at  Tremont  and  Roxbury  streets,  and  on  Columbus 
avenue  at  Centre  street,  relocation  of  existing 
double  tracks. 

Ordered  printed  and  placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  of  hearing  by  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners on  petition  of  the  West  End  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  approval  of  its  407th  location, 
Columbus  avenue,  was  received. 

Placed  on  file. 


FANEUIL   HALL   MARKET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  George  E. 
McKay,  Superintendent  of  Markets,  recommend- 
ing that  Faneuil  Hall  Market  be  kept  open  until 
9  p.  m.  on  October  11,  1912. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PAYROLL,    REGISTRY   OF   DEEDS. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  Mr.  William  T. 
A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  of  the  persons 
employed  in  his  office  from  August  26  to  September 
23,  with  a  statement  of  the  work  performed,  that 
the  same  was  necessary,  time  occupied,  work  done 
and  amount  paid,  the  total  being  $3,b52.8S. 

Payroll  approved. 


PETITIONS   RECEIVED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named: 

Claims. 

A.  W.  Grinnell,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
his  automobile  by  a  patrol  wagon  of  Division  4. 

Mary  M.  Fox,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  21  Harold  street,  by  blasting. 

Harry  B.  Whall,  tor  compensation  for  damages 
to  automobile  by  a  truck  of  the  Park  Department. 

Azuire  Beslageturian,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  her  falling  into  a  trench,  corner 
Washington  and  Faxon  streets,  Dorchester. 

George  O.  C5rant,  for  compensation  for  his  arrest 
and  certain  alleged  illegal  acts  by  the  Police 
Department. 

Quincy  Market  Cold  Storage  and  Warehouse 
Company,  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  six 
permits  granted  to  said  company  which  were 
afterwards  declared  void. 

James  iNIcGovern,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim 
for  loss  of  horse  on  September  10. 

Albert  B.  Kantin,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on 
account  of  injuries  received  on  Edson  street. 


Josephine  Carty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  the  Frothingham  School,  on  account 
of  a  broken  fence. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Luoni,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
to  clothing  by  oil  from  tank  car  at  Bird  Street 
Station. 

Thomas  Morrissey,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  his  being  struck  by  an  iron  bar 
on  the  Charlestown  Training  Field. 

Susan  M.  J.  Horgan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  and  for  a  hearing. 

Thomas  J.  Flynn,  for  compensation  for  expense 
incurred  on  account  of  stoppage  of  sewer  at  Park 
street,  Charlestown. 

Counts'  Accounts. 
Elizabeth  L.  Tuttle,  Assistant  Probation  Officer, 
to    be   retired    under   provisions   of    chapter   723, 
Acts  1912. 

Executive. 

Joseph  Wolfe,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
58  Merrimac  street.  Ward  8,  street  floor. 

Mrs.  Emily  Kelly,  for  a  permit  for  children  to 
appear  at  Bethesda  Hall,  on  the  evening  of 
October  8. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  recommending  that  minors'  licenses  be 
granted  to  43  newsboys,  S  vendors  and  4  boot- 
blacks. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 


FINANCE   REPORTS. 

Conn.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  reports  that  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary on  the  following  matters: 

Mayor's  message  and  communications  relative 
to  improvement  of  Commonwealth  avenue  (referred 
August  12). 

Mayor's  message  and  communication  relative  to 
condition  of  sewerage  works  (referred  August  26). 

jMaj'or's  message  and  communication  relative  to 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Muddy  river  improve- 
ments (referred  July  8). 

Resolution  (referred  March  25)  requesting 
Mayor  to  provide  for  sewer  construction  by 
transfer  from  Reserve  Fund. 

JNIayor's  message  and  communications  in  favor 
of  sewerage  works  loan  (referred  May  20). 

Order  (referred  JMay  20)  for  loan  of  S100,000 
for  new  building.  Deer  Island. 

Order  (referred  February  16)  for  loan  of  $30,000 
for  wharf  property  on  Condor  street.  East  Boston, 
for  Public  Works  Department. 

Order  (referred  July  8)  requesting  SoO,000  for 
a  playground  in  precinct  8  of  Ward  1. 

Reports  accepted. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  committee,  also  sub- 
mitted a  report  on  the  message  and  order  (referred 
Sept.  9)  for  a  loan  of  $100,000  for  the  construction 
of  sewerage  works  —  that  the  order  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected. 


LAYING    OF   CORNER   STONE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  the  City  JMessenger 
for  roping  in  connection  with  the  ceremonies  of 
laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Building  b.v  President  Taft 
on  October  2,  1012,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby- 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  HEATH  STREET. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested 
to  lay  out  and  accept  as  a  public  way  Heath 
avenue,  from  Heath  street  to  Mulvcy  avenue. 
Ward  19. 

Passed. 
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STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  people  certifying  that  explosives  were 
stored  on  the  following-named  premises,  and  of 
intention  to  use  said  premises  for  the  ensuing 
year,   viz.: 

Burbanli  &  liyder  Varnish  Company,  62  Alford 
street,  Ward  4. 

J.  W.  Maguire  Company,  741-745  Boylston 
strGct 

Timothy  J.  Sullivan,  628-634  East  Fourth  street. 

J.  W;  Maguire  Company,  12-14  Harcourt  street. 

J.  W.  Maguire  Company,  16  Harcourt  street. 

Board  of  Health,  20  North  Grove  street. 

A.  T.  Stearns  Lumber  Company,  Taylor  street, 
Neponset. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   CONSTRUCTION. 

Orders  were  presented  that  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  make  sidewalks,  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  and  to  be 
from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts 
of  1893,  as  follows: 

By  Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Along  the  northerly 
side  of  Seaver  street,  between  Centre  street  and 
Columbus  avenue,  Ward  21,  tar  concrete;  both 
sides  of  Hollander  street,  from  Humboldt  avenue 
to  No.  12  on  tlie  southerly  side  and  to  No.  1.5  on  the 
northerly  side.  Ward  21,  with  artificial  stone. 

By  Coun.  COLLINS— Both  sides  of  Alban 
street,  Ward  24,  artificial  stone;  northerly  side  of 
Beaumont  street;  from  No.  30  to  No.  112,  Ward 
24,  artificial  stone;  both  sides  of  Westville  street, 
between  Draper  and  Corwin  streets,  Ward  20, 
artificial  stone. 

Orders  .severally  passed. 

By  Coun.  COLLINS— Along  both  .sides  of 
Arniandine  street.  Ward  24,  artificial  stone; 
along  both  sides  of  Park  street,  between  Wash- 
ington and  Waldeok  streets.  Ward  20,  artificial 
stone. 

Referied  to  tlie  Executive  Committee. 


ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  CITY 
HALL  ANNEX. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  meeting  of  your  honorable  body  held  • 
August  26,  1912,  I  transmitted  a  letter  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  accompanied 
by  opinions  from  various  experts  on  the  relative 
merits  of  limestone  and  granite  as  materials  for 
public  buildings.  The  consensus  of  opinion  was 
that  granite  was  far  stronger  and  more  durable, 
that  it  kept  its  color  better,  and  resisted  the  dis- 
integrating influence  of  the  New  England  climate 
as  no  other  building  material  does.  These  advan- 
tages, in  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  and  of  the  architect,  who  writes  to  tills 
effect  in  a  communication  appended  hereto,  more 
than  counterbalance  the  relatively  smaller  difference 
in  cost. 

That  there  is  a  general  preference  for  granite 
in  place  of  limestone  would  appear  from  the 
numerous  communications  on  this  subject  which 
have  been  received  at  the  Mayor's  office  and  the 
utterances  of  the  daily  papers.  I  transmit  with 
this  message  a  number  of  written  communications, 
including  one  from  the  secretarj'  of  the  Master 
Builders'  Association,  and  one  from  the  secretary 
of  the  Ciiamber  of  Commerce,  writing  in  his  per- 
sonal capacity,  as  well  as  copies  of  editorials  in  the 
Transcript  and  the   Post. 

The  difference  between  the  cost  of  limestone  and 
granite,  according  to  the  contractor's  estimate, 
amounts  to  about  fifty-seven  thousand  dollars.  The 
architect's  fee  is  increased  by  about  three  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars,  making  a  total  necessary 
addition  of  a  little  over  sixty-one  thousand  dollars. 
This,  however,  Icives  no  margin  for  emergencies 
and  on  a  woi'k  of  this  magnitude  it  seems  proper  to 
provide  for  contingencies  which  may  arise. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  transferring  the  sum  of  $75,000  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  City 
Hall  Annex. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


September  30,  1912. 
To   His   Honor  the   Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
Boston: 

Gentlemen, — I  wish  to  recommend  to  ySh  the 
use  of  granite  for  the  exterior  of  the  City  Hall 
Annex. 

The  present  City  Hall  is  granite,  and  it  will  be 
more  harmonious  to  make  the  annex  of  the  same 
material,  for  it  is  twice  the  heiglit  of  the  old  build- 
ing, and  for  this  reason  much  more  conspicuous. 

Granite  is  beautiful,  durable,  light  in  color, 
dense,  and  is  impervious  to  water,  thus  making 
a  thorough  protection  to  the  steel  frame  from 
wetting  and  drying  and  consequent  disintegration. 

I  feel  that  the  exterior  of  the  building,  if  done 
in  granite,  will  better  stand  for  municipal  dignity, 
which  should  characterize  a  city  hall. 

Granite  is  used  in  the  be.st  buildings  through- 
out the  country,  even  in  localities  where  it  is  not 
native.  We  who  have  it  as  a  home  product  should 
not  pass  it  by  for  a  foreign  substance  of  known 
inferiority. 

I  wish  to  recommend  this  especially  as  I  feel 
that  time  will  show  the  wisdom  of  making  the 
annex  of  such  a  character  that  it  is  pcssible  of 
future  extension.  If  such  extension  is  to  be 
anticipated,  then  granite  becomes  even  more 
imperative. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  this  matter  will  receive 
your  favorable  consideration. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Edward  T.  P.  Graham. 

July  8,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — A  number  of  the  members 
of  the  Chamber  have  written  us  calling  attention 
to^  the  fact  that  the  general  contractor  who  sub- 
mitted the  lowest  bid  for  the  City  Hall  Annex 
specified  that  he  would  furnish  either  a  Maine 
granite,  a  New  Hampshire  granite  or  a  Massachu- 
setts granite  for  the  same  price,  and  he  goes  on  to 
say: 

"I  believe  that  Massachu.setts  ought  to  have 
pride  enough  to  have  its  own  granite  production 
used  in  public  buildings  within  the  state,  for  the 
state  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  such  action,  not 
only  locally  in  Boston,  but  in  other  localities. 

"There  are  as  fine  granites  in  Massachusetts  as 
produced  in  any  other  state  in  the  Union." 

Isn't  there  a  good  deal  of  strength  in  what  he 
says?  And  isn't  there  an  added  reason  for  choosing 
Massachusetts  granite  in  this  case  in  that  it  is 
nearly  always  the  custom  to  have  public  buildings 
constructed  of  granite  taken  from  the  locality  in 
which  they  are  situated? 

You  will  understand,  of  course,  that  this  is 
purely  a  personal  letter,  and  that  I  am  not  writing 
it  as  secretary  of  the  Chamber. 

Yours  very  truly, 

James  A.  McKibben. 


Post  Editorial. 

There  should  be  no  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Council  to-day  in  passing  an  additional 
appropriation  to  the  fund  for  the  new  City  Hall 
Annex  in  order  that  the  structure  may  be  built  of 
granite  instead  of  limestone  as  at  first  proposed. 
There  are  several  good  reasons  why  this  should  be 
done. 

As  to  the  cost,  the  extra  amount  asked  for, 
$60,000,  is  no  very  large  or  burdensome  increase 
on  the  $800,000  already  appropriated;  and  it 
would  be  an  economy  in  the  end,  because  of  the 
superior  lasting  qualities  of  granite  over  limestone. 
In  the  matter  of  appearance  the  advantage  is 
manifest,  since,  as  the  City  Hall  is  built  of  granite, 
a  granite  annex  would  be  in  better  harmony  with 
the  old  building.  The  city  should  consider  the 
matter  of  looks  whenever  possible. 

The  question  of  favoring  home  industries  also 
enters,  very  properly,  into  consideration.  Granite 
is  the  product  of  our  own  New  England,  while 
limestone  comes  from  the  West.  Whenever  the 
city  can  with  advantage  to  itself,  as  in  this  case, 
encourage  a  New  England  business,  it  should  cer- 
tainly do  so. 

The  Council  should  vote  the  granite  appropria- 
tion, because  it  is  by  far  the  best  thing  to  do. 


Tr.inscript  Editorial. 
There  should   be  no   hesitation  on   the   part  of 
the  city  authorities  with  respect  to  the  material 
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to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  City  Hall 
Annex.  It  will  be  a  structure  supposed  to  repre- 
sent municipal  dignitj'  and  stability  and  therefore 
should  not  be  of  a  character  to  make  those  qualities 
questionable.  The  City  Hall  is  of  granite  and 
the  extension  of  it  should  be  of  the  same  material, 
not  merely  to  harmonize  with  the  older  building, 
but  to  show  that  in  nearly  a  half  century  we  have 
not  lowered  or  cheapened  our  standards.  The 
alternative  material  that  has  been  considered 
would  doubtless  cost  less,  but  it  would  not' take 
long,  in  exposure  to  the  elements,  to  show  the 
public  why.  The  plans  for  the  new  structure  are 
impressive  and  that  is  all  the  more  reason  why 
they  should  be  carried  out  in  a  way  that  would 
be  in  all  respects  worthy  of  them.  We  trust  that 
when  completed  the  combined  buildings  will 
answer  the  municipal  needs  of  Boston  for  a  century 
or  more  to  come.  It  is  important,  therefore,  that 
the  ensemble  shall  be  as  free  from  defects  as 
possible,  and  especially  in  those  features  most 
obvious  to  the  public. 

Granite  Cutters' 
International  Association  of  America, 

Fall  River,  September  24,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — The  question  as  to  whether  the  addition 
to  the  Boston  City  Hall  is  to  be  constructed  of 
limestone,  sandstone  or  granite  is  one  of  vital 
importance  to  the  craft  of  which  we  are  members. 
We  understand  Wells  Brothers  have  been  awarded 
the  contract  to  erect  the  addition  to  the  building 
of  limestone  or  sandstone,  with  the  proviso  that 
if  the  citizens  of  Boston  show  a  desire  to  have  the 
extra  appropriation  made  to  build  the  addition 
of  granite,  that  the  contractors  will  use  granite 
instead  of  the  others.  We  are  informed  that  it 
will  take  an  additional  appropriation  of  about 
$70,000,  which  for  a  building  of  the  kind  is  a  small 
amount,  when  considered  along  the  lines  of  the 
difference  between  ^  the  advantage  of  having 
granite  and  of  building  with  either  of  the  others. 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  Massachusetts  granite, 
or  that  of  some  other  New  England  states,  should 
be  used,  and  besides  believing  in  the  fostering  of 
home  products  and  industries,  we  venture  to  assert 
that  granite  would  match  much  better  with  the 
building  now  in  use,  and  to  which  the  new  building 
is  to  be  an  annex  or  extension. 

Your  Honor,  as  chairman  of  the  commission, 
will  use,  we  have  no  doubt,  your  great  influence 
to  have  this  additional  appropriation  acted  on 
favorably,  thereby  earning  the  respect  and  grati- 
tude of  every  granite  cutter  in  New  England. 
Respectfully, 

John  Russell, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Granite  Cutters' 
International  Association  of  America, 

Quincy,  September  24,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston; 
Dear  Sir, —  I  am  instructed  by  Tool  Sharpeners' 
Branch,  No.  1,  Granite  Cutters'  International 
Association,  in  regard  to  the  proposed  construc- 
tion of  City  Hall  Annex,  which  rumor  says  is  going 
to  be  built  of  Ohio  sandstone  or  Indiana  lime- 
stone. I  am  also  informed  to  construct  the  build- 
ing of  granite  would  cost  .$70,000  more  than  sand- 
stone or  limestone.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  dwell 
on  the  qualities  of  sandstone  or  limestone,  but 
every  citizen  of  Massachusetts  will  admit  that 
there  is  no  stone  to  compare  with  our  iMassachu- 
setts  granite  for  durability  and  endurance.  I 
would  like  to  call  your  Honor's  attention  to  the 
various  granite  buildings  erected  in  the  City  of 
Boston  which  are  as  firm  and  sound  as  the  day  they 
were  built.  Your  Honor  very  well  knows  there 
is  a  very  large  granite  industry  developed  in 
Massachusetts  which,  if  given  the  opportunity, 
would  build  ten  cities  the  size  of  Boston  of  granite 
buildings.  There  is  a  post-office  building  erected 
in  this  city  by  United  States  Government  of 
granite  and  Indiana  limestone,  and  any  person 
investigating  the  same  building  will  see  at  a. glance 
the  contrast  between  both  stones.  Hophig  you 
will  give  this  matter  of  granite  building  your 
approval  and  our  home  industries  patronized  in 
order  that  we  may  have  a  bigger  and  better  Boston, 
I  remain. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Patrick  A.  O'Neill, 
President  of  Tool  Sharpeners, 


Granite  Cutters' 
International  Association  of  America. 

Lowell,   September  24,  rei2. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear  Sir, — ^Being  that  I  have -always  take;i 
a  deep  interest  in  public  buildings,  I  feel  that  the 
City  of  Boston  would  make  a  great  mistake  in  the 
use  of  Ohio  limestone  or  sandstone  in  the  addition 
to  the  Boston  City  Hall. 

We  have  here  in  our  city  the  Middlesex  County 
Courthouse  building,  which  is  built  of  Ohio  lime- 
stone, and  I  think  it  a  great  mistake  to  use  that 
kind  of  material  in  any  public  building,  as  there 
are  no  two  stones  alike  in  color  in  the  entire  build- 
ing. This  building  has  been  erected  somewhere  in 
the  neighborhood  of  fifteen  years,  and  some  of  the 
approaches  are  as  moss  covered  as  if  it  had  been 
built  a  century  ago. 

Believing  as  I  do  that  the  extra  amount  required, 
if  granite  were  used  instead  of  Ohio  limestone  or 
Indiana  sandstone,  would  doubly  repay  the  citizens 
of  Boston  for  the  extra  appropriation. 

My  experience  of  forty  years  in  the  use  of  build- 
ing material  has  taught  me  that  there  cannot  be 
any  material  used  in  any  building  more  substantial 
than  granite. 

As  I  understand  you  are  chairman  of  the  Boston 
City  Hall  Commission,  I  trust  you  will  give  this 
matter  your  careful  consideration.     I  remain, 
Very  respectfully  j'ours, 

James  J.  Dunn,  President, 
Lowell  Branch  G.  C.  I.  A. 

Granite  Cutters' 
International  Association  of  America, 

Quincy,  September  23,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  Tool  Sharpeners 
No.  1  Branch  of  the  Granite  Cutters'  International 
Association  held  on  Friday,  September  20,  I  was 
instructed  by  a  unanimous  vote  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  material  that  it  is  proposed  to 
use  in  the  construction  of  the  annex  to  the  Boston 
City  Hall  and  to  recommend  that  you  use  your 
influence  in  favor  of  granite.  As  to  the  durability 
between  granite  and  soft  stone  there  can  be  no 
question  and  when  the  main  building  is  of  granite 
it  surely  would  be  a  curious  combination  to  have 
the  annex  of  soft  stone.  We  have  here  in  our 
state  almost  an  unlimited  supply  of  granite  of 
all  shades,  and  why  we  should  go  to  Indiana  or 
Ohio  for  an  inferior  grade  of  material  for  public 
buildings  it  is  hard  to  see.  I  understand  the  differ- 
ence is  only  about  $70,000  and  that  is  a  compara- 
tive small  amount  in  a  building  such  as  this  is 
proposed  to  be. 

So  hoping  for  an  early  reply  and  that  j'ou  will 
see  the  advantages  of  having  granite  substituted 
for  what  is  proposed,  I  am. 

Very  respectfully, 

Edward  H.  AIcGintt, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

Milford,  September  20,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

iSIayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear  Sir, — Our  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  limestone  or  sandstone  is  to  be  used 
for  the  addition  to  the  Boston  City  Hall.  We  de- 
sire to  call  your  Honor's  attention  to  the  fact  that 
here  in  Milford  lies  in  abundance  the  best  building 
material  in  the  world,  and  as  the  other  portion  of 
the  City  Hall  is  granite  we  hope  you  will  see  your 
way  clear  to  recommend  that  material.  I  under- 
stand it  will  take  something  like  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $70,000,  and  which  for  a  building 
of  the  kind  is  a  small  amount  when  considering 
the  difference  between  the  advantage  of  having 
granite  and  of  building  either  with  sandstone  or 
limestone.  An  addition  of  Milford  granite  to  the 
City  Hall  would  be  an  everlasting  monument  to 
your  able  administration  as  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Yours  truly, 
Charles  J.  Sangster,  Secretary, 

Milford  Branch  G.  C.  I.  A. 

The  Master  Builders'  Association 
of  Boston, 

September  20,  1912. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Boston: 

Gentlemen, — It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that 
a  word  might  be  said,  with  the  possibility  of  its 
being  favorably  considered,  in  regard  to  the  use 
of  granite  for  the  exterior  of  the  City  Hall  Annex 
in  place  of  limestone. 
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We  understand  that  tlie  contract  has  been  made 
on  the  basis  of  Umestone,  with  a  reservation 
which  would  enable  the  authorities  to  substitute 
granite  within  a  reasonable  time. 

It  appeals  to  many  of  us,  who  are  citizens  and 
taxpayers,  that  in  so  important  a  building,  which 
may  po.ssibly  be  extended  at  some  future  time, 
that  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  exterior  formed 
of  a  material  which  is  native  to  this  state,  and 
which  is  so  favorably  known  from  its  use  for  many 
years. 

Granite  of  very  many  varieties,  and  of  the  highest 
quality,  is  quarried  and  manufactured  here  in 
Massachusetts,  and  in  the  opinion  of  those  most 
competent  to  judge  it  is  as  attractive  as  it  is 
enduring. 

The  increase  of  cost  for  granite  as  compared 
with  limestone  should  not  be  sufficient  to  deter 
the  city  from  its  use  in  so  important  a  structure. 

I   think   I   voice  the   opinion   of   a   good   many 
people   in   hoping   that   the   city   authorities   will 
see  their  way  clear  to  provide  for  the  added  expense. 
Yours  respectfully, 
William  H.  Sayward,  Secretary. 


Granite  Cutters' 
International  Association  of  America, 

Quincy,  September  17,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  I  have  just  received  information 
that  the  contract  for  the  extension  to  the  City  Hall 
of  Boston  has  been  awarded  to  Wells  Brothers 
to  erect  the  addition  to  the  building  of  Indiana 
limestone,  or  of  Ohio  .sandstone,  with  a  proviso 
that  if  the  citizens  of  Boston  show  sufficient 
desire  to  have  the  extra  appropriation  made  to 
build  the  addition  of  granite,  that  Wells  Brothers 
will  use  granite  instead  of  limestone  or  sandstone. 

I  wish  to  express  my.self  as  being  in  favor  of 
granite  being  u.sed  in  the  construction  of  tliis 
addition. 

I  understand  it  will  take  something  like  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $70,000,  and  which  for 
a  building  of  the  Idnd  is  a  small  amount  consider- 
ing the  difference  between  the  advantage  of  having 
granite  and  of  building  either  with  sandstone  or 
limestone. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  absolutely  unnecessary  to 
go-  either  to  the  state  of  Indiana  for  limestone 
or  to  the  state  of  Ohio  for  sandstone  when  we 
have  so  much  granite  in  our  own  good  old  state  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  idea  of  having  a  soft  stone  annex  to  a  granite 
building  seems  preposterous  to  me,  the  more  so 
when  with  modern  appliances  granite  can  be  put 
in  cheaper  than  marble,  and  only  at  a  little  higher 
cost  than  sandstone. 

I  understand  that  several  Massachusetts  con- 
tractors have  been  arguing  in  favor  of  granite 
from  this  state  being  used.  This,  in  my  opinion, 
is  as  it  should  be,  when  it  comes  to  erecting  an 
addition  to,  or  a  public  building  such  as  Boston 
City  Hall. 

Trusting  that  you  will  use  your  influence  in 
favor  of  granite  from  this  state  in  preference  to 
other  material. 

I  remain. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

James  F.  Reid, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

Gloucester,  September  17,  1912. 
To   the    Honorable   John    F.   Fitzgerald    and    the 
City  Council  of  Boston: 

Whereas,  The  Wells  Brothers  Company  of  New 
York,  in  their  bid  submitted  July  1,  1912,  for 
building  the  City  Hall  Annex,  under  the  mention 
of  sub-bidders  for  granite,  named  John  Fox  of 
Concord,  N.  H.,  Ilockport  Granite  Company, 
Rockport,  Mass.,  and  the  Hallowell  Granite 
Company,  Hallowell,  Me.; 

And,  Inasmuch  as  it  is  the  general  sentiment 
of  this  Commonwealth  as  evidenced  by  its  laws 
and  otherwise  to  promote  and  aid  Massachusetts 
industries,  we,  The  Cape  Ann  Ma.ssachusetts 
Branch  of  the  Granite  Cutters'  Union,  members  of 
which  are  mostly  citizens  or  taxpayers  of  this 
Commonwealth,  re.spectfully  petition  your  Honor 
and  the  Honorable  City  Council  that  granite 
fabricated  within  the  state  of  Ma.ssachusetts  be 
given  the  preference  over  materials  manufactured 
and  produced  outside  this  Commonwealth; 

And,  Whereas,  the  said  Wells  Brothers  Company 
of  New  York  specified  in  their  proposal  of  July  1, 


1912,  that  they  would  use  a  granite  from  either 
the  states  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire  or  Massa- 
chusetts; 

And,  Whereas,  it  appears  by  Wells  Brothers 
Company's  proposal  of  July  1,  1912,  that  it  will 
not  cost  the  City  of  Boston  any  more  for  Massa- 
chusetts granite,  we  earnestly  petition  that  in 
the  construction  of  the  new  City  Hall  Annex 
.vou  favorably  consider  the  use  of  light  gray, 
Cape  Ann,  Massachusetts  granite,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  durable  granites  for  monumental 
buildings,  and  is  most  favorably  recommended 
to  withstand  the  rigorous  climatic  conditions 
incident  to  Boston  and  vinicity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  F.  Shea,  President. 

Abraham  Lewsbebq,  Secretary. 


Quiney,  September  24,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — My  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  _  that  sandstone  is  to  be  the 
chief  material  used  in  the  construction  of  Boston's 
City  Hail  Annex. 

I  wish  to  make  a  vigorous  protest  against  the 
use  of  sandstone  when  the  use  of  granite  would 
be  much  more  practical  and  consistent  with  your 
avowal  to  boom  Boston  and  its  environs.  Granite 
has  in  every  instance  proved  it^  superiority  and 
preeminence  over  all  other  material,  both  as  to 
beauty  and  lasting  qualities. 

In  view  of  these  assertions,  and  to  be  loyal  to 
city  and  state,  I  think  it  would  be  rank  treason  to 
connive  at  the  use  of  imported  material  for  this 
purpose. 

When  you  consider  that  the  present  City  Hall 
is  built  entirely  of  granite,  it  must  be  at  once  patent 
that  the  use  of  other  than  granite  in  the  building 
of  the  annex  would  result  in  incongruity.  Next 
summer  a  convention  of  National  Granite  Dealers 
is  to  be  held  in  Boston,  therefore,  I  think  that  in 
order  to  show  these  men  our  pride  and  loyalt.v  in 
and  to  our  cities  and  state,  we  could  not  other 
than  use  granite  in  such  a  con.spicuous  instance. 
I  am  voicing  the  view  of  nearly  1,200  intelligent 
union  granite  cutters  in  this  letter  and  beg  to 
assure  you  that  they  feel  pretty  strongly  in  the 
matter. 

Relative  to  your  intention  to  run  for  U.  S. 
senator,  I  may  say  such  a  concrete  instance  of 
your  loyalty  to  your  constituents  and  state  in  this 
matter  may  lend  a  great  impetus  to  .your  candidacy. 
I,  for  one,  can  conscientiously  support  you  and 
your  platform  if  you  prove  that  you  hold  your 
office  and  obligations  inviolate. 

Trusting  to  receive  the  courtesy  of  an  early 
reply,  I  am. 

Respectfully  yours, 

David  Mackintosh, 
President  Quincy  Granite  Cutters. 


City  of  Boston, 
In  City  Council,  September  30,  1912. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  189.3  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  ($75,000)  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Hall  Annex. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  you, 
sir,  that  that  communication,  together  with'  the 
order  and  the  papers  attached,  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Commission  for  recommendation  and 
report  back  to  this  body. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  to  refer  to  the  Finance 
Commission  was  carried. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  SMITH  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  reference  of  the  communication 
in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  new  City  Hall 
Annex  of  either  granite  or  limestone  to  the  Finance 
Commission.  I  do  so  because  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  body  has  had  a  report  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings,  that  we  have  also 
passed  upon  the  necessary  loan,  that  we  have 
really  taken  the  matter  up  in  considerable  detail 
and  that  we  ought  to  be  able  to  decide  for  our- 
.selves  this  question.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
limestone  is  as  fit  and  complete  a  material  as 
granite  for  the  purpo.ses  of  a  new  city  hall.  It 
has  the  advantage  of  being  more  fireproof  than 
granite;  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  lighter  in 
weight,  and  consequentl.v  the  steel  framework  of 
the  building  could  be  lighter  in  weight.  It  has 
no  disadvantage  from  the  standpoint  of  appear- 
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anee.  Some  of  the  finest  buildings  in  town  to-day 
are  made  of  Indiana  limestone, — for  instance,  the 
Stearns  building,  Hornblower  &  Weeks  building, 
the  new  Second  National  Bank  building,  otherwise 
known  as  the  Minot  Building.  In  fact,  it  is 
commonly  reported  that  the  Minot  Building  is 
the  finest  in  the  city,  and  that  building  is  built 
of  Indiana  limestone.  Therefore,  it  seems  to 
me  we  ought,  for  the  sake  of  economy,  to  limit 
the  new  contract  to  the  form  in  which  it  already 
exists,  without  granting  the  additional  amount 
asked  for.  We  are  not  creating  a  poor  looking 
public  building  nor  a  poor  wearing  public  building. 
I  believe  there  is  another  reason  why  we  should 
not  appropriate  the  e.xtra  $60,000  asked  for.  I 
presume  my  experience  in  this  matter  is  no  different 
from  that  of  any  other  member  of  the  Council. 
When  the  matter  was.  first  up  for  consideration 
the  attorney  for  Wells  Brothers  came  to  me  and 
stated  the  facts  and  asked  that  I  give  them  atten- 
tion. I  did  so,  consulting  their  contractors, 
uninterested  parties,  and  as  a  result  asked  for 
information  in  this  body  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings.  He  urged  the  advantages 
of  Indiana  limestone,  and  I  was  convinced  of 
them  personally,  and  it  was  because  we  decided 
on  Indiana  limestone  virtually  that  he  got  the 
contract.  The  figures  on  the  contract  are  as 
follows:  Indiana  limestone,  Wells  Brothers'  bid, 
$743,510;  the  Fuller  Construction  Company, 
$747,105.  In  other  words,  $3,995  was  saved  by 
deciding  in  favor  of  Indiana  limestone,  and  Wells 
Brothers  got  the  contract.  Now,  if  the  building 
is  to  be  of  granite  it  should  by  rights  go  to  the 
Fuller  people,  because  they  made  the  lowest  bid 
for  granite  construction,  their  bid  being  $795,080 
as  against  $800,370.  In  other  words,  they  made 
the  lower  bid  by  $862  and  are  entitled  to  the 
contract  if  that  building  is  to  be  of  granite.  I 
think  the  City  of  Boston  would  be  breaking  faith 
in  not  giving  the  contract  to  the  Fuller  people  if 
the  building  is  to  be  of  granite.  I  think  it  is  too 
late  to  take  up  this  subject.  I  think  we  have 
virtually  decided  the  subject  already  and  there- 
fore should  not  refer  it  to  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion although  I  have  been  glad  of  their  report 
earlier  in  the  discussion.  I  don't  think  we  have 
any  moral  right,  having  asked  for  bids  first  for 
granite  construction  and  then  for  limestone  con- 
struction, after  the  contract  has  been  granted  for 
the  limestone  construction,  to  at  this  late  day 
consider  making  the  building  of  granite.  After 
the  contract  was  let  and  the  whole  thing  was  over, 
as  we  presumed,  the  architect  called  me  up  and 
asked  for  a  meeting,  which  I  very  gladly  granted. 
We  went  into  the  matter  in  detail,  and  I  am 
entitled  to  him  for  some  of  the  facts  I  am  stating 
here  to-day.  Mr.  Edward  T.  P.  Graham  tried 
to  show  me  the  advantages  of  granite,  but  it 
seems  to  me  Mr.  Graham  is  taking  the  matter  up 
too  late.  I  believe  Indiana  limestone  to  be  the 
best  construction,  because  of  its  lighter  weight 
and  because  of  its  greater  fireproof  qualities.  I 
believe  it  is  just  as  good  looking  as,  if  not  better 
than,  granite,  and  I  believe  furthermore  that  we 
should  economize.  Sixty  thousand  dollars  is  no 
mean  sum,  if  it  is  measured  in  playgrovmds  or 
public  baths,  and  I  believe  we  are  bound  morally 
to  give  the  contract  to  the  Fuller  people  if  we  are 
going  to  make  the  building  of  granite.  In  other 
words,  the  question  has  been  passed  upon  and 
settled  finally,  and  this  order  for  $60,000  had 
better  be  treated  by  this  Council  at  first  hand, 
without  reference., ,  It  is  in  no  spirit  of  antagonism 
that  I  bring  this  up,  but  merely  in  a  spirit  of  fair 
play.  I  therefore  hope  reconsideration  will 
prevail. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  reference  was 
declared  lost.  Coun.  SMITH  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Council  refused  to  reconsider  the  reference, 
yeas  1,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Smith — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Kenny,  McDonald — 6. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.45  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
ATTRIDGE  at  5.09  p.  ra. 


EXECUTIVE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Joseph  Wolfe  (re- 
ferred to-day),  at  58  Merrimac  street,  Ward  8, 
street  floor — that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Emily  Kelly 
(referred  to-day)  for  a  permit  for  children  to 
appear  at  Bethesda  Hall  on  the  evening  of  October 
8 — that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual  con- 
ditions. 

(3)  Report  on  communication  from  Superin- 
tendent of  Markets  McKay  (referred  to-day) 
requesting  that  Faneuil  Hall  Market  be  kept 
open  until  9  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  October  11 — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  on  October  11,  1912,  the  Super- 
intendent of  Markets  keep  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
open  until  9  p.  m. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  communication  from  the  Mayor 
(referred  to-day)  recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order  transferring  $500  from  the  Reser\'e  Fund 
to  appropriation  for  Mayor,  Public  Celebrations, 
to  be  given  as  a  prize  on  Columbus  Day  for  a 
professional  sculling  race,  open  to  all  comers — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  7, 
nays  0. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  for 
additional  appropriation  of  81,800  for  Columbus 
Day  (referred  to-day) — that  said  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  7, 
nays  0. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  September  9)  to 
provide  plans,  etc.,  for  a  municipal  building. 
Ward  17 — that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(7)  Report  on  resolutions  (referred  June  10) 
relative  to  strike  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company's  employees — that  no  further  action  is 
necessary. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
appropriating  $25,000  for  shade  trees  (referred 
April  1) — that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(9)  Report  on  order  (referred  April  8)  that 
$15,000  be  expended  from  the  Parkman  Fund  for 
improvements  at  Orchard  Park — recommending 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(10)  Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Roxbury 
Historical  Society  (referred  July  23)  for  the  nani- 
ing  of  certain  squares  in  Roxbury — recommending 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(11)  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
communication  in  regard  to  dredging  the  flats. 
Wood  Island  Park  (referred  to-da>-) — that  the 
communications  and  estimates  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  papers  placed  on  file. 


THE    NEXT    MEETING. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
move  that  when  this  Council  adjourns  it  be  to 
meet  again  a  week  from  to-day.  I  make  this 
motion  because  of  the  communication  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  stating  that  he  will  be  willing 
to  answer  the  five  questions  asked  by  this  body  a 
w-eek  from  to-day,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  expedite 
our  work  as  much  as  possible. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  will  state 
that  the  motion  is  out  of  order,  because  it  is  stated 
in  the  rules  of  the  City  Council  that  meetings 
shall  be  held  every  week  at  three  o'clock  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 


SIDEW.\LK,    MAIN   STREET. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  oflfered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Main  street,  between  Caldwell 
street  and  the  Somerville  line.  Ward  5,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of 
brick  with  granite  edgcstone,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 


SEPTEMBER    30,    1912. 


268 


Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  the  order  is 
not  yet  approved  by  tlie  Commissioner,  and  I  un- 
derstand the  proper  action  to  take  would  be  to 
have  it  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   LITHGOW   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  accept  and 
construct  as  a  public  highway  Lithgow  street, 
Dorchester. 

Passed. 


PARENTAL   HOME   PLANS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Trustees  of  the  Children's  Institutions  Depart- 
ment be  requested  to  submit  to  the  Council  plans 
for  the  new  stable  at  the  Parental  Home  for 
which  this  body  passed  a  $7,000  appropriation 
recently. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  a 
reconsideration  of  that  last  vote.  I  made  the 
motion  for  this  reason.  I  understand  that  the 
plans  are  here  in  the  office  of  the  City  Council 
now,  and  have  been  for  some  time.  Therefore, 
if  it  is  the  desire  of  the  member  from  Ward  11  to 
see  those  plans  he  can  do  so.  I  do  not  think  the 
order  should  go  through,  and  I  move  reconsidera- 
tion of  its  passage. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  should  vcr.v 
gladl.v  withdraw  the  order  if  we  could  supplement 
it  by  having  the  plans  taken  up  by  the  City 
Council  in  executive  meeting  the  next  time  this 
body  meets.  AH  I  wish  to  do  is  to  bring  before 
this  body  the  plans  for  that  building.  I  do  not 
care  in  what  form  I  do  it  so  long  as  the  body  really 
takes  the  subject  up  as  a  body.  I  would  gladly 
vote  for  reconsideration  and  would  gladly  amend 
the  order  to  read  that  the  Executive  Committee 
take  up  the  plans  relative  to  this  building  at  their 
next  meeting. 

Reconsideration  was  carried,  and  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


STREET   CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  appropriating  further  sums  this 
year  for  the  acceptance  and  construction  of  small 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  offer  that 
order  in  view  of  the  very  pressing  demand  for 
.streets  in  the  suburban  sections  of  Boston.  At 
the  first  of  the  year  if  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Council  could  have  got  together  and  agreed  upon 
a  program  which  contemplated  a  substantial 
sum  to  be  taken  by  way  of  taxes  for  the  construc- 
tion of  new  streets,  as  well  as  sewers,  it  being  a 
recurrent  expense,  I  believe  that  more  money 
would  have  been  appropriated  for  the  construction 
of  new  streets.  We  have  appropriated  .?.300,000 
this  year,  as  has  been  done  for  some  years  past, 
but  the  amount  is  much  too  small.  I  realize 
well  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  has  pledged 
in  a  way  a  portion  of  the  borrowing  capacity  for 
other  improvements;  but  it  is  only  fair  to  the 
suburban  sections  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
should  look  into  "this  question  of  small  streets," 
and  give  to  these  sections  very  much  needed 
improvements,  particularly  in  view  of  the  tact 
that  the  abutters  pay  up  to  50  per  cent  of  the  cost 
of  construction.  I  believe  that  the  city  govern- 
ment can  make  no  wi.ser  expenditure  than  appro- 
priating each  year  not  less  than  .$000,000  for  the 
laying  out  and  construction  of  new  streets,  until 
the  rea.sonable  demands  are  met. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH 
DRUNKENNES.S. 

Coun.    SMITH     offered    an    order— That    the 
Council  hold  a  hearing  in  October  for  discussion 


of  the  methods  of  dealing  with  persons  arrested 
for  drunkenness,  and  that  the  following  persons 
shall  be  requested  to  attend  this  hearing: 

Head  of  Finance  Commission. 

Head  of  Penal  Institutions  Department. 

Head  of  Probation  Officers. 

Superintendent   of   State   Farm. 

Superintendent  of  State  Asylum  at  Foxboro. 

Head  of  City  Institutions  Registration  Depart- 
ment. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  SMITI-I — Mr.  President,  I  had  hoped  to 
get  this  matter  into  the  Council  earlier  in  the  meet- 
ing in  order  that  we  might  take  it  up  to-day  at  the 
executive  meeting.  I  was,  however,  requested  to 
appear  at  the  Mayor's  office,  and  missed  the 
earlier  part  of  this  meeting.  Perhaps  that  is  no 
excuse  for  my  not  being  here;  but  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  this  order  calls  only  for  a  hearing  in 
October  I  had  hoped  that  the  Council  might  pass 
upon  it  to-day.  The  question  is  being  very  much 
discussed  not  only  in  this  state  but  in  other  states, 
and  I  know  that  certain  men  who  have  been  asked 
under  the  order  to  appear  would  be  very  glad  to 
have  the  matter  taken  up  actively.  It  is  only  a 
hearing  for  a  general  discussion  of  the  best  methods 
of  treating  the  subject.  We  as  a  city  pay  for  all 
eases  referred  to  Deer  Lsland  entirely  out  of  our  own 
pocket  as  a  city.  If  they  went  to  cither  of  the  state 
institutions  at  Bridgewater  or  Foxboro,  we  would 
simply  pay  our  proportion  of  the  state  tax.  Other 
cities  follow  that  plan.  Recently  the  expense  to 
the  city  has  been  cut  down,  because  we  make  a 
previous  examination  of  certain  cases  from  $23  to 
2.5  cents,  and  it  can  be  still  further  cut  down  and 
the  cases  can  be  dealt  with  in  a  more  conservative 
manner.  The  city  of  New  York  has  an  institu- 
tion based  upon  that  already  existing  at  Foxboro 
and  the  state  has  committed  itself  to  the  plan  aa 
outlined  in  the  institution  at  Foxboro.  I  should 
hope  that  the  Council  might  take  this  matter  up 
and  simply  call  for  a  hearing  to-day.  It  is  not  as 
if  we  were  committing  ourselves  to  any  line  of 
action.  I  should  like  to  ask  for  reconsideration  of 
the  reference,  having  it  distinctly  understood  that 
it  is  not  in  any  way  committing  us  to  any  line  of 
policy,  but  simply  to  a  consideration  of  the  subject 
by  the  best  experts  in  our  state  and  municipal 
government. 

.  President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  desires  to 
state  that  the  Executive  Committee  could,  of 
course,  arrange  for  a  hearing  and  report  back  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  do  not  wish  to  press  the 
matter. 

President  ATTRIDGE — Of  course,  if  you  wish 
to    press   your    motion   for   reconsideration 

Cfoun.  SMITH — No,  I  shall  withdraw  it,  trust- 
ing that  the  committee  will  pass  upon  it  at  the 
next  meeting. 

The  order  stood  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


PROBATION    OFFICERS    DEALING    WITH 
DRUNKENNESS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  th^ 
Corporation  Counsel  be  requested  to  report 
whether  a  change  in  the  statutes  is  necessary  in 
order  that  all  arrests  for  drunkenness  be  dealt 
with  by  the  probation  officers,  and  if  so,  to  draft 
a  new  statute  embodying  that  idea. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  order  is, 
as  you  will  notice,  allied  with  the  former  one.  It 
would  be  useless  to  have  a  hearing  and  discuss  the 
subject  very  actively  unless  we  knew  exactly  the 
legal  grounds.  I  had  hoped  that  we  could  refer 
this  to  the  Corporation  Counsel  to-day,  in  order 
that  we  might  get  our  legal  bearings,  so  to  speak. 

The  order  was  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  at 
5.33  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  14,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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Wednesday,  October  2,  1912. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Wednesday, 
October  2,  1912,  at  7.30  o'clock  p.  m..  President 
ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair  and  a  (luorum  present. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  law,  the 
Mayor  being  absent,  viz. : 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Ses.sion,  Second  Division,  to  appear  October 
9,  1912: 

John  F.  Kelley,  Ward  2.5;  John  Fennessey,  Ward 
14;  Max  Frank,  Ward  21;  John  H.  Kane,  Ward  .5; 
James  F.  Burns,* Ward  26;  Walter  J.  Wood,  Ward 
26;  Frederick  A.  Silva,  Jr.,  Ward  4;  Thomas  F. 
Kelley,  Ward  21;  Bernard  R.  Coullahan,  Ward  19; 
Walter  H.  Gordon,  Ward  23;  John  F.  Berais, 
Ward  23;  Edgar  C.  Drevfus,  Ward  2,5;  Joseph  M. 
Chappie,  Ward  20;  Edward  I.  Kitson,  Ward  21; 
William  A.  Rogers,  Ward  13;  John  R.  Watts, 
Ward  1;  George  W.  Perkins,  Ward  16;  Frank  H. 
Scannell,  Ward  21;  John  J.  McGec,  Ward  20; 
Fred  J.  Kennedy,  Ward  26;  Michael  J.  Gallagher, 
Ward    13;   Michael   J.   Connelly,   Ward    1;   James 


Galway,  Ward  23;  Francis  Mackie,  Ward  14; 
Henry  F.  Colwell,  Ward  22;  George  L.  Parker, 
Ward  24;  Frank  G.  White,  Ward  24;  George  E. 
S.  .Simp.son,  Ward  24;  Frederick  H.  Doell,  Ward 
23;  Harry  A.  Smith,  Ward  23;  Walter  Jacobs, 
Ward  11;  A.  Jarrett  Lewis,  Ward  22;  John  J. 
Burke,  Ward  25;  Biekford  W.  Brannen,  Ward  22; 
Otto  Wiecker,  Ward  10.  ' 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  Third  Division,  to  appear 
October  9,  1912; 

Edward  J.  Murphv,  Ward  1;  Frederick  L. 
Turner,  Ward  14;  Frank  McGee,  Ward  17;  Thomas 
Halloran,  Ward  17;  James  A.  .Sullivan,  Ward  20; 
Irving  S.  Hobart,  Ward  22;  Martin  W.  Riley, 
Ward  26;  Robert  J.  Greim,  Ward  23;  Ephraim 
Radio,  Ward  20;  Patrick  F.  Callahan,  Ward  18; 
George  F.  Weaver,  Ward  20;  John  E,  F.  Coleman, 
Ward  22;  Charles  H.  Lincoln,  Ward  7;  Ernest  H. 
Washburn,  Ward  20;  William  G.  Homeyer,  Ward 
24;  George  H.  Friedlander,  Ward  24;  Charles  D. 
Riley,  Ward  25;  William  H.  Butler,  Ward  1;  John 
C.  Kennedy,  Ward  10;  Edward  McSorlev,  Ward 
15;  John  t.  Lorden,  Ward  IG;  Charles  B.  Mc- 
Mackin,  Ward  4;  George  J.  Ryan,  Ward  17; 
Evert  S.  F.  Lindqui.st,  Ward  22;  James  E.  Moffitt, 
Ward  13;  Augustus  D.  Welling,  Ward  2;  George 
B.  Hughson,  Ward  12;  Edward  L.  Knapp,  Ward 
24;  Thomas  Irving,  Ward  1;  Edward  L.  Keefer, 
Ward  21;  James  Daw,  Ward  1;  John  G.  Suther- 
land, Ward  11;  Edward  Mahan,  Jr.,  Ward  20; 
James  L.  McCormack,  Ward  4;  John  H.  Riley, 
Ward  4. 

Adjourned  at  7.45  p.  m. 
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Monday,  October  14,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City   Council,   held  in 
.the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.     m..     President    ATTRIDGE     in     the    chair. 
Absent — Coun.  Hale  and  McDonald. 


SAVIN   HILL   PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received : 
s  City  of  Boston, 

OfBoe  of  the  Mayor,  October  11,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  Mr. 
J.  W.  Robbins,  together  with  a  report  from  Mr. 
John  C.  Kiley,  accompanied  by  plans  showing  the 
property,  a  part  of  which  Mr.  Robbins  recommends 
for  purchase  by  the  city  as  an  addition  to  the 
Savin  Hill  Playground. 

It  appears  that  the  bathing  facilities  at  this 
beach  are  already  barely  adequate  for  the  throngs 
that  frequent  the  place  in  the  height  of  the  season, 
and  as  the  population  is  growing  rapidly  it  is  fair 
to  assume  that  in  twenty  years  the  present  accom- 
modations will  be  entirely  insufficient.  There  is 
a  possibility,  also,  that  the  boulevard  which  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  was  authorized 
to  build  under  chapter  G99  of  the  Acts  of  1912 
may  take  off  a  piece  of  the  playground.  If 
additions  are  to  be  made  to  the  playground  and 
the  beach  the  land  should  be  purchased  now  rather 
than  later,  when  building  operations,  some  of  which 
are  already  under  way,  have  swollen  its  values 
to  figures  that  are  all  but  prohibitive.  Mr. 
Kiley  states  that  the  land  ownecl  by  Mr.  John  H. 
Lyons  can  be  purchased  for  about  twenty  cents 
a  foot.  If,  as  he  recommends,  3,5,000  feet,  which 
is  almost  an  acre,  could  be  purchased  the  expense 
would  be  only  $7,000  and  an  addition  would  be 
made  to  the  playground  which  would  go  far 
toward  offsetting  any  loss  that  may  result  from 
the  construction  of  the  boulevard.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  this  land  does  not  come  down  to  the  water's 
edge,  but  even  with  this  drawback  the  bargain 
seems  to  me  an  excellent  one.  ' 

I  find  that  the  Park  Commissioners  have 
realized  for  some  time  the  need  of  extending  the 
playground  and  the  beach  and  are  in  full  accord 
with  this  suggfestion.  The  chairman  pro  tern. 
states  in  a  letter  of  October  10,  addressed  to  my 
secretary,  that  "the  matter  has  been  before  the 
Board"  and  "the  Park  Commissioners  are  unani- 
mous that  an  extension  of  the  beach  front  is 
necessary." 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  loan  order  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $7,500  for  .Savin  Hill  Playground,  Additional 
Laud. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Boston,  September  .5,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — At  your  request  I  have  studied  the 
proposition  of  John  W.  Robbins,  contained  in  his 
letter  to  you  of  August  16,  that  the  city  consider 
the  possibility  of  enlarging  the  Savin  Hill  Beach 
by  the  acquisition  of  several  lots  owned  by  John  H. 
Lyons  on  Springdale  and  Denny  streets. 

I  think  that  Savin  Hill  Beach  during  the 
summer  time  is  crowded  to  its  capacity;  that  it  is 
one  of  the  most  accessible  beaches  and  recreation 
spots  in  Boston,  and  that  it  is  likely  to  be  quite 
expensive  to  enlarge  its  area  unless  the  proposition 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Robbins  is  taken  advantage  of. 

John  H.  Lyons,  real  estate  broker,  of  15  State 
street,  now  owns  what  was  known  as  the  Clarence 
H.  Denny  land,  situated  on  Denny  street  and 
Savin  Hill  avenue,  as  shown  on  Plate  9  of  the 
Dorchester  Atlas.  He  is  cutting  up  this  estate 
into  twenty-five  house  lots,  and  has  sold  several 
of  them  recently.  The  purchasers  are  to  build 
three  apartment  houses.     Part  of  this  land  fronts 


on  the  beach  and  would  make  a  desirable  addition 
to  the  city  property.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable 
fur  the  city  to  purchase  all  the  frontage  on  the 
beach  which  Mr.  Lyons  has,  containing  about 
35,000  square  feet,  which  could  be  acquired  for 
about  20  cents  a  foot.  If  any  sales  in  this  area 
are  made  within  the  next  few  months,  it  will  be 
almost  impossible  to  secure  the  land  at  this  figure, 
as  purchasers  will  probably  plan  to  build  imme- 
diately. 

I  would  recommend  sending  the  inclosed  blue- 
print to  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  if  they 
think  the  land  should  be  acquired,  I  believe  you 
would  be  justified  in  recommending  to  the  City 
Council  an  appropriation  of  about  37,500  to  acquire 
the  same.  I  would  suggest  that  the  matter  be 
immediately  studied  so  that  the  owner  may  know 
what  to  expect. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  C.  Kilei", 
Real  Estate  Appraiser. 

The  Brulegravure  Company, 

Savin  Hill,  Bo.ston, 

August  16,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald: 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  resident  and  taxpayer  at 
Savin  Hill,  and  would  like  to  call  your  attention 
to  a  condition  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  future 
users  of  the  bathing  facilities  at  that  place.  A 
large  piece  of  property  on  Denny  street,  between 
Savin  Hill  avenue  and  the  beach,  now  owned  by 
the  Worthington  estate,  and  adjoining  the  city 
beach,  is  being  developed  by  putting  thiough  a 
new  street  parallel  to  Denny  street  and  running 
through  to  the  beach.  Three  three-flatters  have 
been  built  on  the  Savin  Hill  avenue  end,  and  it  is 
intended  to  cover  the  entire  tract  with  them.  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  city  ought  to  acquire 
the  beach  end  of  this  property,  now  a  grassy  bank 
covered  with  trees.  If  this  is  not  done  and  this  pait 
is  built  upon,  it  will  work  great  damage  to  the 
bathing  beach  as,  for  one  thing,  that  portion  of  the 
beach  will  naturally  be  the  receptacle  for  all  kinds 
of  refuse  from  this  tract  when  covered  with  flat 
houses.  This  will,  of  course,  make  the  water 
unfit  for  bathing.  You  are  aware  of  the  crowds 
who  use  the  beach  and  also  that  a  very  small 
part,  probably  not  one  in  twenty-five,  reside  on 
the  east  side  of  the  railroad  in  Savin  Hill  proper. 
The  beach,  in  fact,  is  used  by  a  great  distiict 
covering  the  most  of  Dorchester  and  Roxbury. 
The  man  in  charge  tells  me  that  people  come  there 
from  _  Mattapan,  and  that  the  facilities  there, 
especially  for  women,  are  inadequate.  I  have  seen 
probably  a  couple  of  thousand  people  bathing  there 
at  once.  If  this  condition  prevails  now,  what  will 
be  the  condition  in  ten  or  fifteen  years  hence? 
Ought  not  this  opportunity  to  cater  to  the  health, 
cleanliness  and  comfort  of  so  great  a  number  of 
people,  and  so  great  an  area  bound  to  be  in  the 
future  densely  populated,  be  taken  advantage  of 
and  this  small  piece  of  land  adjoining  the  beach 
be  taken  by  the  city?  It  would  make  an  ideal 
situation  for  women  and  children  separate  from 
the  rest  of  the  beach,  which  can  afford  more  space 
than  at  present  for  the  men.  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  an  inspection  of  the  premises  will  bear" 
out  the  above  facts.  I  inclose  a  sketch  map  of 
the  locality. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

John  W.  Robbins. 

^  City  of  Boston, 

In  City  Council,  October  11,  1912. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  ($7, .500)  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Park  Commissioners  for  Savin  Hill  Playground, 
Additional  Land,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
to  issue,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


LAND   ON   EAST   NINTH   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  11,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  fiom  the 
chairman   of   the    B.ath     Trustees,    recommending 
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the  sale  of  property  on  East  Ninth  street,  which 
was  purchased  in  1899  for  the  purposes  of  the  Bath 
Department.  In  this  letter  he  states  that  a  sum 
amounting  to  more  than  seven  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars  has  been  expended  on  the  property, 
while  the  assessed  valuation  is  only  two  thousand 
dollars.  The  transaction  has  evidently  been  an 
unprofitable  one  for  the  city  and  as  there  is 
apparently  no  use  for  the  land,  which  has  been 
lying  idle  for  thirteen  years,  I  strongly  indorse  the 
proposition  to  sell  it  and  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  authorizing  such  sale 
by  the  Bath  Trustees. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Bath  Department,  October  8,  1912. 
Plon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

My  dear  Sir, — I  desire  to  call  your  attention  at 
this  time  to  the  advisability  of  selling  the  property 
owned  by  the  Bath  Department  on  East  Ninth 
street.  South  Boston,  Ward  15. 

This  land  was  purchased  by  a  former  board  of 
bath  trustees,  with  the  intention  of  constructing 
a  bath  house  and  gymnasium  thereon.  Plans  were 
made  and  the  work  proceeded  as  far  as  construct- 
ing a  granite  foundation.  Nothing  further  was 
done  on  the  matter,  and  the  land  has  been  lying 
idle  since  1899.  It  has  been  more  or  less  a  source 
of  trouble  and  expense  to  us,  and  can  now  serve  no 
further  purpose. 

A  year  or  so  ago  we  advocated  retammg  this 
land  with  a  view  of  proceeding  with  the  work 
originally  contemplated.  Since  that  time  plans 
have  been  drawn  and  work  is  now  in  progress  on 
the  new  Municipal  Building  on  Broadway  adjacent 
to  the  Perkins  Institute.  These  plans  have  m 
view  the  construction  of  a  permanent  bath  house 
with  shower  baths  for  both  men  and  women,  and 
the  reaUzation  of  this  plan  makes  the  further  re- 
tention of  the  Ninth  street  property  inadvisable. 

Altogether,  from  what  I  can  ascertain,  the  sum 
of  $7,365.49  has  been  expended  on  the  property,  of 
which  approximately  $3,100  is  on  the  land.  The 
assessed  valuation  in  the  past  year  was  $2,000,  no 
account  being  taken  of  the  improvements  in  the 
way  of  constructing  a  foundation.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  most  advisable  for  the  city  to  sell 
this  property  and  apply  the  revenue  to  improve- 
ments either  at  L  .street  or  at  McKenzie  Beach,  on 
the  Strandway,  preferably  this  latter  site. 

Trusting  that  I  may  enlist'  your  cooperation  in 
the  matter,  I  am. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  M.  Murphy, 
I  Chairman  Bath  Trustees. 

City  of  Boston, 
In  City  Council,  October  11,  1912. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bath  Trustees  be  authorized, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  sell  by 
public  auiction  or  otherwise  a  parcel  of  land  on 
East  Ninth  street.  South  Boston,  between  Dor- 
chester and  Mercer  streets,  now  in  the  custody  of 
the  said  trustees,  containing  about  six  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-one  square  feet,  and  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  be  applied  to  the  Sinking 
Funds. 

Referred  to  Committee  oij  Public  Lands. 


WIDENING   OF   HARVARD   AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Maj'or,  October  11,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  district  meeting  held  in  Brighton  April 
3,  1912,  the  Allston  Development  Association 
urged  the  relocation,  widening  and  resurfacing  of 
Harvard  avenue.  Its  representative  pointed 
out  that  between  Commonwealth  avenue  and  the 
Allston  station,  a  distance  of  one-third  of  a  mile. 
Harvard  avenue  is  very  narrow  and  has  a  macad- 
amized surface  that  is  very  poor.  He  advocated 
the  widening  of  the  avenue  by  10  feet  from  Com- 
monwealth avenue  to  Brighton  avenue, » and  by 
5  feet  from  Brighton  avenue  to  the  Allston  station, 
and  stated  that  the  damages  for  this  improvement 
would  be  light. 

I  find  upon  investigation  that  the  pavement 
on  this  street,  which  is  the  crosstown  highway 
between  Coolidge  Corner  and  Allston  and  carries 


a  large  and  increasing  amount  of  traffic,  is  the 
ordinary  macadam,  which  has  become  worn  in 
spots  and  is  now  in  poor  condition.  The  street  is 
only  55  feet  wide  and  its  narrowness  makes  neces- 
sary several  sharp  curves  in  the  railway  tracks. 
It  can  be  widened,  as  proposed,  to  a  width  of  65 
feet  between  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Brighton 
avenue,  and  60  feet  between  Brighton  avenue  and 
Cambridge  street,  and  repaved  with  brick,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $35,000. 

The  improvement  seems  to  me  a  necessary  one 
and  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
loan  order  appropriating  the  sum  of  $35,000  for 
Harvard  avenue,  Brighton,  widening. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mavor. 


Citv  of  Boston, 
In  City  Council,  October  11,  1912. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirtjr-five  thousand 
dollars  ($35,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  for  Harvard  avenue, 
Brighton,  widening,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SIDEWALKS,  ASHLAND  STREET  BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  under  date  of 
September  30,  recommending  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $2,000  be  made  for  a  sidewalk  or  sidewalks 
on  the  Ashland  Street  Bridge,  over  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  at  West  Roxbury. 
The  reasons  given  by  the  commissioner  seem  to  be 
convincing  and  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  transferring  the  said  amount 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  a  special  appropriation 
for  Ashland  Street  Bridge,  Sidewalk. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mavor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  30,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  no  sidewalks  on  the  Ashland  Street 
Bridge,  over  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad,  in  West  Roxbury.  This  bridge  is 
used  a  great  deal  by  foot  passengers,  particularly 
by  school  children,  and  it  seems  to  me  proper  to 
provide  at  least  one  sidewalk,  so  that  these  children 
can  pass  the  bridge  in  safety.  The  estimated 
cost  of  this  sidewalk  is  $2,000.  If  you  think  that 
the  sidewalk  should  be  built,  I  would  recommend 
that  an  order  be  passed  by  the  City  Council, 
appropriating  $2,000  for  the  same. 
Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
2G1  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  .-Vuditor  be  and 
hereby  is  .authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  ($2,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  an  appropriation  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
for  Ashland  Street  Bridge.  Sidewalk, 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COULTHURST  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas  7, 
nays  0. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  7,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable 
body,  I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments 
for  the  term  ending  .\pril  30,  1913: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  James  A.  Mills,  35  Readville 
street,    Ward    26;    Francis    E.    McCarthy,    1548 


OCTOBER    14,    1912. 


272 


Troniont  street,  Ward  19;  HoUis  A.  Langley,  273 
Cambridge  street,  Ward  25;  P.  J.  Ryan.  10  Rock- 
ford  street.  Ward  17;  Harry  Rosen,  471B  Dudley 
street.  Ward  17;  Louis  Huppricli,  139  Lamartine 
street.  Ward  22;  Jolin  M.  Hadley,  504  E.  Fourth 
street.  Ward  15;  Herbert  F.  Oohs,  7  Elmdale  street, 
Ward  24 ;  J.  C.  Cotter,  15  Shepard  avenue,  Ward  19. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body 
I  hereby  appoint  Edwin  Hitchins  (18  Trenton 
street.  Ward  1)  a  constable  of  the.  City  of  Bo.ston, 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Laid  over  under  the  law. 


REPLIES  FROM  THE  MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  replies  to  the 
questions  propounded  to  me  by  your  honorable 
body  at  its  meeting  of  September  10,  1912: 

Question  1.  What  lamp  do  you  consider  better 
than  the  Graetzin  lamp  for  street  lighting? 

Answer.  The  improved  form  of  electric  light 
lamp. 

Question  2.  Would  it  cost  less  to  operate  this 
lamp,  aside  from  capital  charges,  than  the  present' 
contract  with  the  RLsing  Sun? 

Answer.  Yes.  The  Edison  Comjjany  stand 
willing  to  make  a  contract  on  a  ten-year  basis  at 
$18.33,  as  against  $23.00,  which  we  are  now  paying 
for  40  candle  power  light  in  both  cases.  For 
60  candle  power  light  the  price  would  be  $21.14 
for  a  lamp  giving  approximately  50  per  cent  more 
light. 

Question  3.  If  there  is  a  saving,  how  much 
capital  account  would  this  charge  off  in  ten  years? 

Answer.  As  the  Edison  Company  will  furni.sh 
the  whole  equipment  there  are  no  capital  charges 
connected  with  the  adoption  of  this  style  of  lamp. 

Question  4.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  the  city 
improvements  now  requiring  city  money  were 
known  by  the  Mayor  and  Council  before  they 
appropriated  the  .$300,000  for  new  lighting  equip- 
ment? 

Answer.  This  is  not  true,  and  even  if  it  were  it 
should  not  excuse  the  Mayor  for  spending  money 
after  it  was  appropriated  if  he  had  any  reasonable 
doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  expenditures.  The 
present  gas  lighting  system  in  Boston  is  the  same 
as  employed  in  about  all  the  surrounding  cities 
and  towns,  and  a  comparison  made  shows  Boston 
to  be  better  taken  care  of,  and  at  as  low  if  not  lower 
rate  than  any  city  or  town  in  the  metropolitan 
district.  The  various  improvement  associations 
and  different  citizens,  while  entering  complaints 
against  many  branches  of  the  city's  activities, 
have  not  made  a  single  complaint  against  the  gas 
lighting  system. 

To  go  ahead  with  the  expenditure  of  $300,000 
in  a  tight  money  market  for  the  purchase  of  an 
equipment  that  may  be  found  worthless  in  far 
less  time  than  the  life  of  the  bonds,  owing  to  the 
advent  of  now  lighting  devices,  seems  to  me  of 
doubtful  expediency.  Hardly  a  day  pas.ses  but 
requests  for  the  expenditure  of  the  city's  money, 
for  what  arc  considered  vital  needs,  come  into  the 
Mayor's  office.  Most  of  these  requests  are  denied 
because  the  city  has  not  money  available.  In 
view  of  this  situation  it  has  seemed  to  me  wise 
to  ask  the  City  Council  to  consider  the  different 
lighting  propositions  which  have  been  submitted 
by  the  various  improvement  associations  and  citi- 
zens' associations  so  that  when  action  is  finally 
taken  on  the  lighting  question  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  may  have  the  fullest  information 
of  the  city's  needs. 

I  herewith  submit  a  stateinent  for  your  earnest 
consideration  of  some  of  the  more  important  needs 
of  the  city  at  the  present  tin.e: 


Borrowing  capacity $1,317,000 

Loans  now  before  City  Council: 

Brighton  incinerator,  .  .  .  $75,000 
Norfolk  street  widening,  115,000 
Branch    library,     Roslin- 

dale 25,000 

Police     station.     South 

Boston 80,000 

Municipal  building,  Ward 

17 125,000 

Recreation  pier.  Ward  2 . .  200,000 
Wood    Island    Park    bath 

house 40,000 

■     .1660,000 

Transfer  orders  now  in  City  Council: 
Park  Department:  Frank- 
lin    Field;     Ma.ssachu- 

setts    Avenue     P 1  a  y  - 

ground;   Norfolk  Street 

Playground;    Market 

Street  Playground $16,000 

Granite    for    City     Hall 

Annex 75,000 

$91,600 

Requests  at  district  meetings: 

Charlestown,  municipal 
building,  including  po- 
lice station /      .$200,000 

Municipal  building.  Ward 

12 175,000 

Municipal  building,  Ros- 

lindale  or  Forest  Hills  .         190,000 

Municipal  building,   Blue 

Hill  avenue 200,000 

Hyde  Park,  hospital  re- 
lief station 81,150 

Hyde     Park,     municipal 

building 150,000 

$996,150 

Miscellaneous  needs: 

Contagious  diseases  build- 
ing  - $297,800 

Sewers,  any  amount  up  to,        400,000 

High  pressure  water  sys- 
tem          150,000 

Long  Island  buildings..  .  .         175,000 

Police  Station  No.  2 75,000 

Blossom  Street  Gymna- 
sium   15,000 

Improvement  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue, 
near  Fenway 80,000 

North  End  Park  Improve- 
ments   40,000 

Parker  Hill  bath  house .  .  .  20,000 

Park  roads,  resurfacing  (a 

year  for  five  years) ....         100,000 

East  Boston  ferryboat .  .  .         125,000 

Strengthening    Mar  i  n  e 

Park  pier 8,500 

Jersey  street,  across  Back 

Bay  Fens 80,000 

Motor  fire  apparatus ....  50,000 

Harvard  street,  Brighton, 

widening 35,000 

Footbridge     to     Wood 

Island  Park,  repairs. . .  .  3,500 

For  road  resurfacing  (cut 
out  of  Mr.  Rourke's 
estimate) 146,000 

Chelsea   South  Bridge...  80,000 

New  fire  alarm  station ....         225,000 

$2,105,800 

Special : 

Street  construction,  estimated  up  to,  $1,000,000 
Liabilities: 

Cove    Street    Bridge-^auditor's     re- 
port, with  interest  computed $770,197 

Boston's  share  con,struction  of  Charles 

River  Embankment  now  due $516,000 

In  conclusion  it  might  be  well  to  say  to  the 
members  of  the  City  Council,  particularly  in  view 
of  the  offer  of  the  Edison  Company,  which  relieves 
the  city  of  the  necessity  of  providing  its  own 
equipment,  that  I  have  told  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Gas  Conipany's  representative  that  the 
city  should  not  be  compelled  to  furnish  its  own 
gas  equipment  any  more  than  its  electric  light 
equipment.  This  matter  is  now  under  advisement 
by  the  Gas  Company. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


STADIUM   BRIDGE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1912. 
To  tlie  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Larz  Anderson,  by  his  attorney,  John  T.  Wheel- 
wright, Esq.,  in  which  Mr.  Anderson  expresses  his 
desire  to  erect  in  memory  of  his  father,  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  College  and  an  officer  of  the  Civil  War, 
a  bridge  replacing  the  structure  now  known  as  the 
Stadium  Bridge.  He  adds  that  it  is  his  intention 
to  give  at  once  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth a  sum  sufficient  to  build  this  bridge,  as  well 
as-  a  temporary  footbridge,  and  stipulates  certain 
conditions  attached  to  the  gift. 

As  the  result  of  legislation  passed  in  1910,  1911 
and  1912,  namely,  chapter  628  of  the  Acts  of  1910, 
chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1911.  and  chapter  92 
of  the  Acts  of  1912,  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission is  authorized  to  expend  not  more  than 
$30,000  in  constructing  the  approaches  to  this 
bridge  on  the  Cambridge  and  Boston  sides,  and  to 
apportion  this  expense  between  the  two  cities.  As 
the  cities  are  involved  financially  to  this  degree, 
the  legislation  is  made  subject  to  acceptance  by 
their  governments. 

I  understand  that  the  total  cost  to  Mr.  Anderson 
will  be  about  $190,000,  while  the  share  of  the  City 
of  Boston  will  probably  not  exceed  one-Iialf  of  the 
$30,000  which  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 
is  authorized  to  expend.  Through  the  liberality 
of  this  gentleman  we  are  virtually  presented  with  a 
bridge,  described  as  artistic  in  its  design,  and 
certainly  a  much-needed  improvement  at  this 
point  of  the  river.  The  present  structure  is 
unsightly  and  inadequate.  _  I  do  not  think  there 
should  be  any  hesitation  in  passing  the  formal 
order  attached  hereto  consenting  to  the  erection 
of  the  bridge,  which  is  in  reality  an  acceptance  of 
Mr.  Anderson's  gift.  I  am  informed  that  a  similar 
order  is  before  the  City  Council  of  Cambridge, 
and  have  no  doubt  that  that  body  as  well  as  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  will  pass  it  without  delay. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Brookline,  Mass.,  October  14,  1912. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Gentlemen, — Certain  Acts  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  permit  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth  to  receive,  hold  and  manage 
any  funds  given  to  him  in  trust  by  any  person 
upon  such  terms,  conditions  and  limitations  as  the 
donor  may  impose,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  to  replace  or 
rebuild  any  of  the  existing  bridges  over  the  Charles 
river  within  the  Metropolitan  Park  District. 

I  desire  to  erect  in  memory  of  my  father,  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  College  and  an  officer  of  the  Civil 
War,  a  bridge  that  shall  connect  the  college  yard 
with  the  Soldiers  Field,  and  which  may  be,  I 
hope,  a  lasting  suggestion  to  generations  of  students 
of  loyalty  to  Alma  Mater  and  country  and  a 
reminder  that  they  shall  devote  their  manhood, 
developed  by  study  and  play  at  their  schools,  to 
the  nation  and  its  needs. 

And  it  is  my  intention  at  once  to  give  to  the  said 
treasurer  a  sum  sufficient  to  build  such  a  bridge 
between  North  Harvard  street  in  Boston  and 
Boylston  street  in  Cambridge,  and  a  temporary 
footbridge,  to  be  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  for  sums  ex- 
pended by  it  in  the  construction  of  these  bridges. 

The  gift  is  made  under  certain  conditions,  one 
of  which  is  that  no  part  of  said  gift  shall  be  used 
for  the  paj'ment  to  any  owner  or  lessee  of  prop- 
erty abutting  on  North  Harvard  street  in  the  City 
of  Boston  or  Boylston  street  in  the  city  of  Cam- 
bridge for  any  damages  caused  to  said  property  or 
to  any  leasehold  interest  therein  by  reason  of  any 
change  of  grade  in  said  streets.  And  on  the  fur- 
ther conditions  that  the  following  inscriptions 
and  such  other  inscriptions  as  shall  bo  placed 
upon  the  bridge  shall  l)e  maintained  in  perpetuity 
in  proper  condition  by  the  city  in  which  such 
inscriptions  may  stand. 

"In  Memory  of 

Nicholas  Longworth  Anderson, 

a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  the 

Class  of  185S,  Adjutant,  Colonel, 

Brevet  Brigadier  and  Major  General 

U.  S.  V.  1865." 


"Erected  by  his  son,  a  graduate  of 

Harvard  College  in  the  Class  of  1888, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

and  Adjutant  General  of  Division  U.  S.  V. 

in  the  Spanish  American  War  of  1898." 

I  refer  to  chapter  92  of  the  Acts  of  1912  for  the 
provisions  affecting  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Cam- 
bridge in  the  matter  of  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  said  bridge,  whicli  act  was  passed 
upon  the  petition  of  fhe  mayors  of  Boston  and 
Cambridge,  and  I  respectfully  request,  that  the 
consent  required  by  law  be  given  by  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  construction  of  said  bridge  by  the 
said  Metropolitan  Park  Commission.  ' 

Larz  Anderson, 
by  his  Attorney, 
John  T.  Wheelwright. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  of  Boston  hereby 
consents  to  the  construction  of  a  bridge  in  place 
of  the  existing  bridge  over  the  Charles  river  from 
North  Harvard  street  in  said  city  to  Boylston 
street  in  the  city  of  Cambridge,  the  same  to  be 
erected  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  628  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1910  as  amended  by  chapter  439  of 
the  Acts  of  the  year  1911  and  by  chapter  92  of 
the  Acts  of  the  year  1912. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

Tlie  followingpetitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named: 

Claims. 

Arthur  J.  Toole,  for  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  two  shade  trees  at  73  Weld  Hill  street,  caused 
by  the  change  of  grade  of  said  street. 

Edward  Thierfelder,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  awning  at  466  West  Broadway,  by  the 
broken  limb  of  a  tree. 

N.  J.  King,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to  tire  caused 
by  a  water  gate  raised  above  the  level  of  the 
street. 

A.  L.  Draper,  M.  D.,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
automobile,  by  a  defect  in  highway  to  Central 
Avenue  Bridge  at  Neponset. 

Harry  Bfoudy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  wagon,  by  the  projecting  limb  of  a  tree,  22 
Linden  street,  Brighton. 

John  Conroy,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by 
his  being  run  into  by  carriage  of  the  District 
Chief. 

John  J.  Foley,  52  Fellows  street,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Abbie  Cronin,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
169  West  Ninth  street,  by  the  laying  of  water 
pipes  on  top  of  sewer  pipes. 

Patrick  J.  Murraj-,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  507  East  Seventh  street,  by  congestion  of  sewer. 

Rosenthal  Brothers,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  50  Salem  street,  by  backing  up  of 
sewa:ge. 

George  T.  Horan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  his  wagon  being  upset  by  a  city 
team. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  employees  of  the  citj-  for  the  accept- 
ance of  chapter  619  of  Acts  of  1910,  relative  to 
retirement  sj'stem  for  employees. 

I.  L.  Jonas  and  others,  for  sidewalks  on  Water- 
low  street. 

Patrick  Meehan,  for  sidewalks  on  Bourne  street. 
Ward  23. 

Park  &  Pollard  Company,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  46  Canal  street  (basement,  first  and 
second  floors). 

A.  Berman,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  346 
Hanover  street.  Ward  6  (street  floor). 


NOTICE    FROM    HEALTH    DEPARTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  the  appointment  of  William  O'Brien  as  a 
sanitary  inspector  in  that  department. 

Placed  on  file. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonw-ealth  were  received. 


OCTOBER    14,    1912. 


274 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  hereinafter  named 
persons  that  certain  locations  were  occupied  by 
them  ior  the  storage  of  explosives,  and  of  inten- 
tion to  use  said  locations  for  the  ensuing  year, 
viz.: 

ColUns  Hardware  Company,  5  Washington 
street.  Ward  6. 

C.  F.  Haven,  32  Eliot  street. 

Autogenous  Welding  Equipment  Company, 
53-55  Southampton  street,  Ward  17. 

C.  G.  Howes  Company,  80-84  Braintree  street, 
Ward  25. 

Placed  on  file. 


CITY   HALL  ANNEX. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

October  7,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, —  In  reply  to  your  request  for  a 
report  by  the  Finance  Commission  upon  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Mayor  which  favors  the  use  of  granite 
instead  of  limestone  in  the  construction  of  the 
City  Hall  Annex,  and  in  which  the  City  Council 
is  asked  to  make  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$75,000  to  cover  the  additional  cost  resulting  from 
the  substitution  of  granite,  the  commission  sub- 
mits the  following  report: 

The  commission  has  heard  the  arguments 
advanced  by  the  architect  for  the  City  Hall  Annex 
in  favor  of  the  substitution  of  granite,  and  has 
also  read  similar  statements,  principally  of  per- 
sons connected  with  the  granite  industry,  which 
are  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  and  in  the  message  transmitted 
by  the  Mayor  with  the  order  for  the  appropriation. 
In  substance  the  arguments  for  the  substitution 
of  granite  are  as  follows: 

1.  That  granite  will  make  a  more  beautiful 
exterior  than  limestone. 

2.  That  it  is  more  durable. 

3.  That  its  greater  density  will  afford  better 
protection  for  the  steel  in  the  building. 

4.  That  granite  is  the  material  generally  used 
in  a  monumental  building. 

5.  That  the  annex,  if  constructed  of  granite, 
will  be  in  harmony  with  the  City  Hall,  which  is 
also  of  granite. 

6.  That  granite  should  be  used  because  the 
material  will  probably  come  from  Massachusetts 
quarries,  and  that  local  industry  will  thereby  be 
encouraged,  whereas  the  use  of  Indiana  limestone 
would  not  give  this  encouragement  to  local 
industry. 

The  commission's  examination  has  shown  that 
some  of  these  arguments  are  not  entitled  to  as 
great  weight  as  the  advocates  of  granite  would 
make  them  appear. 

1.  The  commission  has  found  that  architects 
of  high  standing  in  the  profession  believe  that 
Indiana  limestone  will  make  at  least  as  beautiful 
an  exterior  as  granite;  and  such  buildings  as  the 
Minot  building  on  Devonshire  street,  the  new 
Stearns  building  on  Tremont  street,  the  Inter- 
national Tru.st  Company's  building  on  Milk  street, 
the  new  Copley-Plaza  Hotel,  and  many  others  in 
Boston  and  elsewhere  which  might  be  named, 
present  strong  evidence  to  justify  this  belief. 

2.  While  granite  is  more  durable  than  lime- 
stone, the  commission  believes  that  the  limestone 
will  last  as  long  as  the  type  of  office  building  which 
is  to  serve  as  the  City  Hall  Annex.  Moreover, 
limestone  is  much  more  likely  to  survive  a  con- 
flagration. 

3.  While  granite  is  of  greater  density  than 
limestone,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
steel  work  of  a  building  would  not  be  sufficiently 
protected  by  limestone;  and  the  architect  for  the 
City  Hall  Annex  was  unable  to  give  the  commis- 
sion any  evidence  that  the  steel  work  in  any  lime- 
stone building  known  to  him  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently protected. 

4.  The  commission  does  not  know  whether 
granite  has  been  used  in  monumental  buildings 
more  often  than  limestone,  but  it  is  evident  that 
limestone  has  been  used  in  such  buildings  to  such 
a  large  extent  as  to  justify  its  u.sc  in  the  City  Hall 
Annex.  The  list  of  monumental  limestone  build- 
ings in  this  country  is  a  notable  one  (see  City 
Council  Minutes,  1912,  p.  225);  and  the  commis- 
sion has  been  informed  by  an  eminent  Baston 
architect  that  many  of  the  monumental  buildings 


in  Europe  are  made  of  the  softer  stones,  such  as 
sandstone  or  limestone. 

5.  It  is  true  that  a  city  hall  annex  made  of 
granite  would  be  more  in  harmony  with  the  present 
City  Hall,  which  is  also  made  of  granite,  than  the 
annex  would  be  if  constructed  of  lime.stone;  but 
this  argument  is  greatly  weakened  by  the  fact 
that  the  two  buildings  will  be  entirely  separate 
except  for  the  fact  that  they  are  to  be  connected 
by  a  bridge  at  the  rear  of  the  present  City  Hall 
which  is  to  extend  over  the  passageway.  If  the 
two  buildings  fronted  on  the  same  street  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  harmony  would  be  much  stronger, 
but  the  argument  seems  entitled  to  very  little 
weight,  inasmuch  as  the  buildings  will  face  upon 
different  streets  and  the  opportunity  of  viewing 
them  from  the  side  will  be  greatly  limited  by  the 
narrowness  of  City  Hall  avenue  and  Court  square. 

6.  It  is  true  that  local  industry  would  receive 
some  aid  if  Massachusetts  granite  should  be 
selected  instead  of  Indiana  limestone,  but  the 
commission  believes  that  the  policy  of  discrimi- 
nation against  the  products  of  other  states  would 
be  wrong  in  principle,  and  also  unprofitable,  as  it 
would  result  in  discrimination  by  other  states 
against  Massachusetts  products  with  probably  far 
greater  loss  to  Massachusetts  than  any  gains 
resulting  from  the  policy  of  discrimination. 

The  lack  of  due  perspective  for  the  City  Hall 
Annex  seems  to  the  commission  to  deprive  the 
arguments  based  upon  the  alleged  greater  beauty 
of  granite,  or  its  greater  desirability  in  a  monu- 
mental building,  of  much  if  not  all  of  their  weight; 
and  the  commission  believes  it  is  not  likely  that 
during  the  life  of  the  proposed  building  a  perspec- 
tive will  be  afforded  by  the  widening  of  the  sur- 
rounding streets,  as  the  cost  would  seem  to  be 
prohibitive.  The  commission  also  believes  that 
a  monumental  building  procured  at  such  great 
cost  as  the  necessary  widening  would  involve  is 
not  necessary. 

The  conclusive  reason  for  constructing  the  City 
Hall  Annex  of  limestone  lies  in  the  fact  that  the 
contract  already  made  between  the  city  and 
Wells  Brothers  Company  provides  for  limestone, 
and  that  there  is  no  reason  for  selecting  granite 
now  which  was  not  known  at  the  time  the  con- 
tract was  made.  If  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
city  authorities  (as  it  clearly  was  the  intention  of 
the  architect  from  the  beginning)  that  granite 
should  be  selected,  the  appropriation  should  have 
been  increased  so  as  to  provide  for  the  use  of 
granite,  and  the  contract  should  have  been  given 
to  the  lowe.st  bidder  for  granite  construction. 
If  the  extra  appropriation  is  now  made  for  granite, 
the  Wells  Brothers  Company,  which  was  the 
lowest  bidder  for  limestone  construction,  will 
erect  the  building,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  bid  of  the  George  A.  Fuller  Company  for 
granite  construction  was  lower  than  that  of  the 
Wells  Brothers  Company.  In  other  words,  the 
lowest  bidder  on  granite  construction  will  have 
been  deprived  of  a  contract  to  which  it  was  justly 
entitled.  The  commission  believes  that  it  would 
have  been  unjust,  in  the  first  instance,  by  direct 
means,  to  deprive  the  lowest  bidder  on  granite 
construction  of  the  contract,  and  that  it  would 
be  equally  unjust  to  deprive  the  lowest  bidder  of 
it  now  by  the  circuitous  means  which  are  being 
employed. 

■The  commission  believes  that  a  limestone 
building  would  be  sufficient  for  all  the  city's 
purposes;  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  make  the 
additional  expenditure  involved  in  the  change, 
from  limestone  to  granite,  and  that  the  change 
would  make  the  city  appear  to  have  acted  in  bad 
faith  toward  the  lowest  bidder  on  granite  con- 
struction. Therefore  the  commission  recommends 
that  the  appropriation  be  not  made. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  A.  Sullivan, 

Chairman. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Commission  and  the 
message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  for  a  transfer 
of  S75,000  for  City  Hall  Annex  (referred  September 
30)  were  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  twenty-three 
newsboys — recommending  that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   EXECUTIVE 

APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  under  unfin- 
ished business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Harry  Hollins  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

2,  Horace  E.  McKeen,  John  F.  Kiley,  J.  W. 
Sawyer  and  Elizabeth  J.  O'Leary  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal;  and  L.  F.  Gifford  to  be  a  Weigher  of 
Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery,  severally  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,   1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number 
of  ballots,  6;  yeas  6,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


ELECTION    ORDER. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
meetings  of  the  citizens  of  this  city  qualified  to 
vote  for  .state  officers  be  held  at  the  several  polling 
places  designated  for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners,  on  Tuesday,  the  fifth 
day  of  November  next,  for  the  election  of  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  Governor,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General,  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  Attorney  General,  Sheriff,  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  Councilors,  Senal^ors,  and 
Representatives  in  the  General  Court  as  follows: 
One  Representative  in  Ward  7,  three  in  Wards 
4  and  5  (said  wards  constituting  one  district), 
three  each  in  Wards  20  and  24,  and  two  each  in 
the  remaining  wards;  also  to  give  in  their  votes 
"Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to  the  following  ques- 
tions: 

Shall  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion disqualifying  from  voting  persons  convicted 
of  certain  offences  be  approved  and  ratified? 

Shall  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion lelative  to  the  taxation  of  wild  or  forest 
lands  be  approved  and  ratified? 

Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and 
twelve,  authorizing  the  issue  of  bonds  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  outside  the  ■  debt  limit,  to  the 
amount  of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  construction  of  new  streets,  be 
accepted? 

The  polls  at  said  meetings  will  be  opened  at 
six  o'clock  a.  m.  and   closed  at   four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed 
to  give  notice  of  said  meetings  by  advertising  the 
same  as  required  by  law. 

Passed. 


SIDEWALK,  ROSEDALE  STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  Rosedale  street.  Ward  20,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  on  Nos.  7,  9,  10,  12,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artiijcial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  piovisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
1893. 

Passed. 


PLAYGROUND   QUESTIONS. 

■  Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  or  the  proper  department,  be  requested 
to  appear  at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  answer  the  following  questions  in  accord- 
ance with  Article  7  of  the  charter: 

1.  In  what  location  did  the  Mayor  and  Park 
Commissioners  consider  the  people  of  Mattapan 
desired  their  new  playground  to  be  located? 

2.  Were  there  any  considerations  which  entered 
into  the  final  selection  of  location  to  overcome  the 
desires  of  the  people  of  that  district? 

3.  Do  the  Mayor  and  Park  Commissioners  be- 
lieve that  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  paying 
11300  rent  of  the  present  playground  near  Matta- 
pan square?  .  . 

4.  What  are  the  plans  of  the  above  authorities 
in  regard  to  playground  for  Hyde  Park? 

5.  The  same  people  who  agitated  succ^sfuUy 
last  year  for  a  loan  of  .$.50,000  for  a  water  front 
playground  in  Eiist  Boston  are  again  before  the 
Council  asking  for  the  same  thing.  Is  there  any 
explanation  of  why  the  $50,000  borrowed  for  this 
purpose  was  spent  for  an  inland  lot  on  Paris  street? 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  October,  under  the 
provision  of  chapter  79  of  the  Revised  Laws  and 
acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto, 
the  amounts  so  paid  to  be  charged  to  the  Appro- 
priation for  Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.39  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COIjLINS,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber and  were  called  to  order  by  President  ATT- 
RIDGE at  five  o'clock  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  following  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
leave  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms. 

Park  &  Pollard  Company,  46  Canal  street. 
Ward  6  (basement,  first  and  second  floors). 

A.  Berman,  346  Hanover  street.  Ward  6,  street 
floor. 

Reports  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  September  30) 
requesting  the  trustees  of  the  Children's  Institu- 
tions Department  to  submit  to  the  Council  plans 
for  the  new  stable  at  the  Parental  Home,  for 
which  this  body  passed  a  S7,000  appropriation 
recently — that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(3)  Report  on  the  communication  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  authorizing  the  construction  of 
Stadium  Bridge — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  7, 
navs  0. 

(4)  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  (re- 
ferred to-day)  submitting  answers  to  certain 
questions  in  "regard  to  street  lighting — that  the 
same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  message  placed  on  file. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  request- 
ing the  Mayor  or  the  proper  department  to  appear 
at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Council  and 
answer  certain  questions  in  regard  to  playgrounds 
— ^that  the  order  be  passed  in  a  new  draft,  as 
follows :  , ,  , 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  the 
proper  department  be  requested  to  appear  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  and  answer  the  ^fol- 
lowing questions,  in  accordance  with  Article  7  of 
the  charter:  .  .,       j 

1.  Please  state  the  several  locations  considered 
by  the  iVIayor  and  Park  Commissioners  at  Matta- 
pan for  a  playground.  ,     ,    ,  ^^     ^  n 

2.  Why  was  a  location  selected  on  rvorfolfc 
street  rather  than  elsewhere?  " 

3.  Do  the  JIavor  and  Park  Commissioners 
believe  that  it  will  be  necessarj-  to  continue  paying 
$300  rent  of  the  present  playground  at  Jones 
Field? 

4.  VSTiy  was  a  location  selected  on  Norfolk 
street  rather  than  in  the  neighborhood  of  Matta- 
pan square?  .,   ^    , 

5  Certain  of  the  people  who  agitated  success- 
fully last  year  for  a  loan  of  $50,000,for  a  water 
front  playground  in  East  Boston  arc  again  before 
the  Council  asking  for  the  same  thing.  Is  there 
anj-  explanation  of  why  the  850,000  borrowed  for 
this  purpose  was  spent  for  an  inland  lot  on  Pans 
street?  . 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report. 

Coun.  SMITH — ilr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  have  brought  these  several  questions  up  at  this 
time  is  because  of  a  seeming  miscarriage  of  plans 
in  the  purchase  of  playgrounds.  Last  year,  you 
will  remember,  the  time  of  this  body  was  taken 
up  to  some  extent  by  the  question  of  the  Ward 
19  Playground.  I  think  it  is  a  fair  criticism  to 
say  that  that  matter  was  very  much  muddled. 
Last  year  we  appropriated  §50,000  for  a  water 
front  playground  in  East  Boston.     At  the  recent 


OCTOBER    14,    1912. 


276 


hearing  upon  a  similar  water  front  playground  in 
East  Boston  to  what  was  asked  for  last  year  people 
said  that  they  were  tlien  working  for  a  water 
front  playground.  The  petition  was  signed  tor  a 
water  front  playground;  the  hearing  was  held  for 
a  water  front  playground;  membeis  of  this  body 
have  told  me  tfiat  they  voted  for  the  appropriation, 
thinking  they  were  voting  tor  a  water  front  play- 
ground. And  yet  the  playground  that  resulted 
was  inland,  on  Paris  street.  One  other  instanee: 
A  playground  which  wa.s  voted  for  the  Mattapan 
district,  the  sum  being  $25,000,  has  been  definitely 
located  on  Norfolk  street,  at  the  end  of  Evelyn 
street.  In  relation  to  Franklin  Field  and  Matta- 
pan square,  this  is  nearer  to  Franklin  Field  than 
it  is  to  Mattapan  square.  Probably  no  section 
of  the  city  is  as  well  equipped  with  playgrounds  as 
is  the  district  surrounding  Franklin  P'ield,  one  of 
the  greatest  playgrounds  in  the  country.  At  the 
same  time  Xhat  this  location  has  been  .selected 
we  are  obliged  to  pay  $300  a  year  rent  for  a  play- 
ground at  Jones  Field.  It  may  be  that  this  will 
be  necessary  indefinitely  in  the  future.  Hyde 
Park  is  clamoring  for  a  playground,  and  the  mere 
fact  that  they  were  clamoring  for  a  playgiound 
and  must  be  given  a  definite  answer  at  some  time 
in  the  future  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the 
$25,000  we  appropriated  would  have  been  spent 
on  the  Hyde  Park  side  of  Mattapan  square.  It 
is  for  these  three  simple  reasons  that  appear  in 
these  three  definite  cases  that  I  have  asked  for 
some  light  on  the,  subject  from  the  Park  Com- 
missioners. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  as  a  member 
of  the  city  government  living  in  Dorchester  I  was 
very  active  in  securing,  as  far  as  my  efforts  might 
assist,  the  passage  of  an  appropriation  order  of 
$25,000  for  the  Mattapan  district»last  year,  and, 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Council,  the  order  was  passed.  I  believe  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  member  of  the  City  Council  under  the 
charter  not  to  interfere  with  the  executive  and 
administrative  branches  of  the  government. 
Therefore,  I  did  not  believe  it  was  my  duty  to  say 
positively  just  where  a  particular  playground 
should  be  located.  That  is  a  duty  of  the  Mayor 
and  of  the  department  having  that  matter  in  charge, 
.  and  with  that  duty  we  have  no  right  to  interfere. 
Wherever  any  section  is  given  a  playground  I 
believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
and  the  Executive  to  get  together  and  pick 
out  a  location  which  will  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  citizens  of  the  section.  In  the 
Mattapan  case,  to  which  the  gentleman  has 
referred,  the  order  very  clearly  read  that  the 
$25,000  was  appropriated  for  a  playground  in 
Mattapan.  I  believe  that  at  thi.s  time  I  may 
properly  acquaint  my  associates  with  the  fact 
that  there  was  an  extended  hearing  held  on 
playground  locations  in  the  old  Aldermanic 
Chamber  la.st  year,  and  among  the  various  matters 
considered  before  the  Park  Commissioners  and  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  the  particular  location  con- 
cerning which  the  gentleman  has  spoken  came 
up  one  afternoon.  As  is  apt  to  be  the  case,  there 
were  present  several  groups  of  citizens  advocating 
certain  locations  in  Mattapan.  There  was  one 
advocate  of  a  location  on  River  street;  others 
wanted  a  playgroimd  in  the  vicinit.v  of  Mattapan 
.S(iuare,  in  which  connection  .Jones  Field  has  been 
referred  to.  Others  wanted  a  location  nearer 
Franklin  Field,  on  account  of  the  proximity  of 
some  large  grammar  schools.  I  believe  the 
Roger  Wolcott  Grammar  School  was  mentioned 
particularly  at  that  time.  I  well  realized,  as  a 
member  oi^  the  legislative  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  it  was  a  very  difficult  proposition 
for  the  Park  Commissioners  and  the  Mayor  to 
select  a  location  agreeable  to  all  the  parties.  My 
opinion  was  asked  at  that  time,  and  I  said,  I 
believe,  that  a  location  as  near  as  might  be  to 
Mattapan  square  should  be  selected.  After  the 
hearing  the  commissioners  took  tfie  matter  under 
advisement,  and  I  am  very  glad  the  gentleman 
corrected  his  order  when  he  said  the  location  of 
the  playground  was  on  Norfolk  street,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Evelyn  street.  It  is  in  the  district 
commonly  accepted  as  the  Mattapan  district. 
That  was  about  midway  between  Franklin  square 
and  Franklin  Field.  I  would  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Coimcil  to  these  points  in  order 
that  exactly  what  was  done  may  appear  on  the 
record.  I  believe,  as  I  have  said,  that  the  location 
should,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  be  in^the  vicinity  of 
Mattapan  square;  and  after  tliat  hearing  was  over 
I  could  see  very  clearly  that  the  people  of  Mattapan 


wiTc  not  going  to  have  a  playground  for  this 
.'summer,  and  I  called  on  his  lionor  the  Mayor 
with  some  representatives  of  the  Mattapan  dis- 
trict in  regard  to  the  matter.  The  Mayor  very 
kindly  agreed  with  the  statements  we  made  and 
said  that  if  1  would  put  in  the  order  asking  that  a 
certain  sum  be  appropriated  for  Jones  Field  for 
the  coming  year,  he  would  .sign  it.  After  confer- 
ring with  Commissioner  Sullivan  of  the  Public 
Grounds  Department  that  was  assented  to,  and 
the  order  went  through  this  Council,  was  passed 
and  was  signed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I 
think  what  I  have  said  may  interest  the  members 
of  the  Council  becau-se  in  a  measure  it  will  throw 
Home  light  on  the  situation. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed  in  new  draft. 


RETIREMENT  OF  ASSISTANT  PROBATION 
OFFICER. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth  L.  Tuttle,  as.sistant  probation  officer 
(referred  September  30),  to  be  retired  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  723,  Acts  of  1912, — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City 
of  Boston  that  the  justices  of  said  court  voted, 
on  September  16,  1912,  that  Elizabeth  L.  Tuttle, 
female  assistant  probation  officer  of  .Siiid  court, 
be  retired  from  active  duty  and  placed  upon  the 
pension  roll  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  according 
to  the  terms  of  chapter  723  of  the  Acts  of  1912, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  retirement  and  placing  upon 
the  pension  roll  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  of  Elizabeth 
L.  Tuttle,  female  assistant  probation  officer  of 
the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  approved  by  the  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  acting  as  County 
Commissioners. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


COLUMBUS    DAY   PARADE   EXPENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  City  Messenger  for 
roping  in  connection  with  the  Columbus  Day 
parade,  October  12,  be  and  hereby  are  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses. 


SIDEWALK   ON   HARVARD   STREET. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  side- 
walk along  the  northerly  side  of  Harvard  street, 
between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Austin  street,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  gravel  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Pas.sed. 


PLAN   FOR   NEW   STABLE,   PARENTAL 
HOME. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  have  their 
experts  report  on  the  proposed  plan  for  new  stable 
at  Parental  Home,  together  with  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  for  suitable  building. 

Passed. 


MAYOR'S   VIEWS   ON   LIGHTING 
QUESTIONS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  appear  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  City  Council. in  accordance  with 
section  7  of  the  charter  to  answer  the  following 
questions: 

Did  Commissioner  Rourke  quote  your  views 
correctly  in  his  testimony  before  the  Council  on 
A{Jril  3,1911,  viz.: 

"I  might  say  first,  offhand,  that  last  .summer  I 
recommended  that  we  should  not  fool  any  more 
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with  gas,  because  we  apparently  could  not  get  any 
more  concessions  from  the  gas  people,  and  that  we 
take  the  Edison  bid  and  put  in  electricity.  Hia 
Honor  the  Mayor,  I  think  very  wisely,  objected 
to  that,  because  he  did  not  think  we  ought  to  put 
all  our  light  into  the  hands  of  one  company.  I 
think  myself  that  competition  between  the  gas 
and  electric  light  interests  results  in  a  healthy 
state  of  affairs.  But  their  price  is  $22.31,  you  see, 
for  a  60  tungsten." 

On  June  29,  19H,  you  allowed  to  become  effective 
the  order  for  a  $300,000  loan  for  new  gas  lighting 
equipment.  What  lamp  have  you  in  mind  tor  this 
gas  equipment  that  is  better  than  the  Graetzin  lamp? 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  my  purpose  in 
putting  in  these  questions  is  simply  to  get  a 
definite  concrete  answer  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  the  questions  asked  previously.  He  has,  and 
must  have  done  so  wittingly,  evaded  the  entire 
set  of  questions  by  shifting  his  ground  from  gas  to 
electricity.  Throughout  this  discussion  in  the 
consideration  of  the  question  bj'  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  by  this  Council  at  hearings, 
and  by  this  Council  in  the  discussion  of  the  $300,000 
loan  order  of  last  year,  only  gas  equipment  was 
in  question.  Now  the  Mayor  suddenly  shifts 
his  ground  to  electricity.  I  think  after  reading 
those  questions  previou.sly  put  to  the  Mayor  and 
his  answers,  that  the  public  of  Boston  will  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is 
playing  fast  and  loose  with  the  citizens  of  this 
town  i  n  regard  to  the  contract  with  the  Rising  Sun 
Lighting  Company.  He  does  not  intend  to  get 
down  to  business.  He  is  knocking  up  flies  instead 
of  playing  real  ball.  Because  of  this  evident 
attitude  on  his  part  I  have  put  in  these  supple- 
mentary questions,  asking  him  first  whether  his 
opinion  as  expressed  through  his  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  was  correctly  exprjssed,  that  he 
favored  competition  between  the  gas  and  electric 
companies  in  illuminating  the  streets  of  Boston, 
and  did  not  intend  to  put  the  street  lighting  of 
Boston  entirely  in  the  hands  of  one  company. 
If  so,  he  ought,  in  good  faith  with  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  to  explain  why  he  so  quickly  changes  his 
ground  at  this  late  day.  He  even  went  a  step 
farther,  and  late  in  June  of  last  year  allowed  to 
go  through  the  loan  order  of  $300,000  for  gas 
equipment.  There  was  no  question  whatever 
of  electricity.  Therefore,  he  has  changed  his 
mind  since  July  1  of  last  year  and  the 
present  day,  and  some  explanation  from  him 
is  in  order.  I  would  like  to  point  out  just  one 
or  two  minor  details  in  connection  with  his  answer. 
In  the  first  place  he  gave  to  us  a  long  list  of  im- 
provements suggested  forjoans  and  appropriations, 
and  there  is  not  one  item  in  that  whole  list  but  what 
was  before  this  Council  in  one  form  or  another  last 
year  or  was  discussed  by  public  bodies  and  was 
known  to  the  Mayor  probably  better  than  anybody 


else  in  town,  because  he  is  closely  in  touch  with 
affairs.  There  is  not  one  of  those  items  but  what 
was  discussed  in  this  body,  in  public  bodies  else- 
where, or  was  known  by  the  Mayor  to  be  a  crying 
need  for  the  city,  when  we  considered  the  $300,000 
loan  for  gas  equipment.  The  only  possible 
exception  to  that  is  the  $80,000  asked  for  for  the 
widening  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  made  advis- 
able by  the  new  tunnel  in  that  district.  That  is  the 
only  single  possible  exception  in  that  whole  list 
,  that  he  cites  which  was  not  before  us  last  year. 
Therefore,  he  must  have  considered  all  those 
matters  when  he  allowed  this  $300,000  loan  to  go 
through;  and  it  is  a  mere  quibble,  for  what  purpose 
we  do  not  know,  and  many  of  us  are  guessing,  to 
say  that  he  now  has  pressing  matters  before  him 
in  competition  with  the  $300,000  loan.  There  is 
one  other  minor  matter  that  I  would  like  to  call 
up  in  connection  with  his  answers.  Section  7  of 
the  charter  reads  as  follows: 

"The  City  Council  at  any  time  may  request 
from  the  Mayor  specific  information  on  any  munic- 
ipal matter  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  may  re- 
quest his  presence  to  answer  written  questions 
relating  thereto  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  not  earlier 
than  one  week  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  said 
questions,  in  which  case  the  Mayor  shall  person- 
ally, or  through  a  head  of  a  department  or  a  mem- 
ber of  a  board,  attend  such  meeting  and  publicly 
answer  all  such  questions." 

And  then  it  goes  on.  The  Mayor,  in  submitting 
to  this  body  these  answers  to-day  neither  attended 
the  meeting  of  the  body  nor  sent  a  head  of  a  depart- 
ment, or  a  member  of  a  board  to  answer  the  ques- 
tions. He  not  onlj'  evaded  the  questions  in  spirit 
entirely — and,  mark  you,  these  questions  were 
asked  unanimously  by  the  Council — but  he  refused 
to  appear  personally,  or  through  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment, or  a  member  of  a  board.  So  he  slapped 
us  in  the  face,  so  to  speak,  by  not  appearing  before 
the  body,  although  he  was  at  the  time  in  the  build- 
ing he  did  not  appear,  and  he  did  not  take  the 
trouble  to  send  the  head  of  a  department,  or  a  mem- 
ber of  a  board.  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be 
sent  to  a  proper  committee,  if  the  Council  does  not 
see  fit  to  pass  the  order  immediately. 

The  order  was  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken 
to-day. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  at 
5.20  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monda.y,  October  21,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  21,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  In  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.. 
President   ATTRIDGE   in   the   chair.     Absent- 
Conn.  Collins. 


ADDITIONAL   AMOUNT   FOR    CEMETERY 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council; 

I  learn  from  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Cem- 
etery Trustees  that  his  department  is  in  need  of 
additional  fimds.  The  estimate  of  $104,110  for 
the  Cemetery  Department  was  cut  down  to  $80,000 
and  it  appears  now  that  the  reduction  was  too 
large.  It  has  been  necessary  for  the  superintendent 
to  have  an  automobile,  and  the  purchase  of  this 
machine,  together  with  the  expenses  incurred  by 
the  annexation  of  Hyde  Park  and  the  ordinary 
cost  of  maintenance,  render  necessary  a  transfer 
of  about  $4,000.  I  recommend,  therefore,  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order  transferring 
this  amount  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Cemetery  Department. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  dollars  ($4,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Cemetery  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   FERRYBOAT   "REVERE." 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  showing  the 
urgent  need  of  passing  the  order  for  the  sale  of 
the  ferryboat  "Reveie,"  recommended  by  me 
for  passage  at  the  meeting  of  your  honorable 
body  held  September  30,  1912. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  19,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  my  letter  of 
■September  21,  requesting  permission,  through  the 
City  Council,  to  sell  the  ferryboat  "Revere." 

Until  the  boat  is  dispo.sed  of  in  some  way,  the 
city  is  being  put  to  constant  expen.se  for  its  care. 
As  the  ferry  service  has  no  available  room  at  its 
wharves,  the  boat  is  l.ving  in  a  mooring  at  Chelsea 
Street  Bridge.  To  protect  the  boat  it  is  neces- 
sary to  employ  three  watchmen.  One  for  each 
eight-hour  shift,  at  an  expense  of  $0.7.5  per.  day, 
or  nearly  $50  per  week. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROURKE, 
Commis.sioner  of  Public  Works. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REGULATION   OF   HAT   PINS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  Miss 
Louise  Aichel,  relating  her  unfortunate  experience 


with  a  protruding  hat  pin.  She  states  that 
Paris,  Chicago,  and  almost  every  big  city  have 
ordinances  prescribing  the  length  of  hat  pins, 
and  asks  that  the  matter  be  taken  up  by  the  city 
government  of  Boston. 

I  understand  that  your  honorable  body  dis- 
cussed the  subject  a  year  ago  without  coming  to 
any  conclusion,  but  I  venture  to  suggest  that  as 
common  experience  shows  the  danger  to  be  a 
considerable  one,  a  hearing  might  be  given  to  those 
interested,  so  that  your  honorable  body  might  be 
able  to  judge  the  amount  of  support  to  be  ex- 
pected for  an  ordinance  on  this  subject  as  well 
as  the  opposition  which  such  legislation  would 
arouse. 

Re-spectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Tremont  Theatre,  October  11,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Your  Honor, — I  want  to  ask  you  to  have  an 
ordinance  introduced  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
City  Council,  if  it  is  possible,  prohibiting  the  use 
of  long  hat  pins.  I  am  stopping  at  the  Hotel 
Brewster,  and  while  coming  down  in  the  elevator 
this  evening  at  six  o'clock  I  received  a  gash  on  my 
left  check  fully  6  inches  long,  from  a  hat  pin  pro- 
truding from  a  hat  worn  by  a  woman  whose  name 
I  do  not  know.  In  Chicago  there  is  an  ordinance 
against  using  a  hat  pin  longer  than  0  inches. 
While  I  was  in  Paris  this  summer  a  like  ordinance 
was  passed,  and  in  almost  every  big  city  now  long 
hat  pins  have  been  put  out  of  fashion.  I  know 
something  about  law,  having  graduated  from 
Columbia  University,  and  have  been  admitted  to 
practice  in  New  York.  I  shall  be  glad  to  assist 
in  framing  such  an  ordinance  if  you  will  let  me 
know  your  views  on  the  matter. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Louise  Aichel. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable 
body,  I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Joseph  Lane,  9  Kent  street, 
Ward  18;  Frank  L.  Cronin,  726  Saratoga  street. 
Ward  1;  Charles  Wareing,  13  Winthrop  street. 
Ward  2. 

Constable:  William  F.  Lyon,  17  Common  street, 
Ward  7. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The     following     petitions     were     received 
referred  to  the  committees  named: 


and 


Claims. 

Annie  Gaffey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  hydrant  cover  at  30-32  Vale  street. 

F.  H.  Jones,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  uprooted  tree  on  Washington  street, 
between  Union  Park  and  Pelham  streets. 

Harry  P.  Barbour,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Dix  place. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  people  certifying  that  explosives  were  stored 
on  the  following  named  premises,  and  of  intention 
to  use  said  premises  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

A.  Shuman,  90  Commonwealth  avenue.  Ward  11. 

Alvan  T.  Fuller,  Malvern  street  and  Common- 
wealth avenue.  Ward  25. 

Isaac  Cohen,  36  Dover  street.  Ward  9. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 
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COAL  AND  COKE   LICENSES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  the  granting  of  two  coal  and  coke 
licenses. 

Placed  on  file. 


PAY    ROLL,   REGISTRY   OF   DEEDS. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  Ihe  Registrar  of 
Deeds  of  the  payroll  of  his  office,  certifying  that 
work  had  been  performed  for  the  month  ending 
October  21  to  the  amount  of  $3,892.72. 

Approved. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  Attridge  submitted  application  of  nine- 
teen newsboys  and  two  vendors  for  minors'  licenses. 
Licenses  were  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OP  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  took  up 
the  following: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  October  14,  1912,  viz.: 

1.  Edwin  Hitchins,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

2.  .Tames  A.  Mills,  Francis  E.  McCarthy,  Hollis 
A.  Langley,  P.  J.  Ryan,  Harry  Rosen,  Louis  Hup- 
prich,  John  M.  Hadley,  Herbert  F.  Ocbs  and  J.  C. 
Cotter,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee, 
Coun.  Kenny  and  Coulthurst.  Whole  number 
of  baflots  5,  yeas  4,  nays  1,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


IDENTIFICATION  OF   FIRE 
AUTOMOBILES. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  at  a  meeting  on  Friday  night  took 
action  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Mayor  of 
August  26  in  regard  to  automobiles  belonging  to 
the  city,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  I  desire  to  submit  tliis  report. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  a  report  on  the  message  of  the 
Mayor,  with  inclosure  from  the  Fire  Commissioner, 
in  regard  to  identification  of  fire  automobiles,  with 
an  ordinance  providing  that  the  automobiles  of 
the  Fire  Department  may  be  painted  red — that 
said  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  passed. 


EXTENSION   OF   CHESTNUT   STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  presented  the  petition  of  Sophia 
M.  Codman,  of  7  Chestnut  street,  and  of  several 
other  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  the  city  who  be- 
lieve in  the  extension  of  Chestnut  street,  that  a 
hearing  be  granted  to  their  representative,  Mr. 
Daniel  J.  Kiley. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  in  offering  this 
petition  for  a  hearing  I  do  so  without  prejudicing 
the  matter  in  any  way.  I  think  the  body  knows 
my  views  on  the  Chestnut  street  matter,  and  I 
wish  to  present  the  petition  without  any  prejudice. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 


LIGHTS  NEAR  WOOD  ISLAND  PARK.    , 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Lamp  Department  be  requested  to  place  at  more 
frequent  intervals  lights  on  the  bridge  running 
from  East  Boston  to  Wood  Island  Park. 


WIDENING  OF  OTTER  STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— Thot  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  make  a 
taking  of  land  on  either  side  of  Otter  street.  Ward 
11,  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  street,  but  not 
in  any  way  interfering  with  the  main  buildings 
occupying  lots  either  side. 


Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  matter 
has  been  brought  up  once  before.  I  think  last 
year  I  asked  for  an  estimate  of  the  amount  it 
would  cost  to  widen  Otter  street.  The  roadway 
along  the  embankment  comes  to  a  bottle  neck  at 
Otter  street.  There  have  been  many  accidents 
from  vechicles  going  from  Otter  street  into  Beacon 
street,  and  this  is  a  necessary  improvement  in 
that  section.  It  simply  involves  taking  the  land 
on  either  side  now  used  for  yards  for  the  houses. 
It  would  not  interfere  with  the  buildings  on  either 
side.  The  street  could  be  widened  10  feet  on  each 
side,  or  20  feet  in  all,  without  great  expense  to 
the  city  and  with  great  increase  to  the  safety  of 
the  public. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TERMS  OF  PARKMAN  HOUSE  LEASE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order  — That  the 
Park  Commissioners  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  Council  with  the 
terms  of  the  lease  they  have  made  of  the  Parkman 
house,  together  with  the  amount  of  room  in  the 
hou.se  they  intend  to  occupy,  and  whether  they 
intend  to  reserve  any  space  as  a  memorial  to  George 
F.  Parkman. 

Passed. 


INFORMATION      FROM      CONSOLIDATED 
GAS  COMPANY. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order  —  That  an 
invitation  be  extended  to  Mr.  Edgar  Wrightington 
of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  _  to 
appear  before  this  body  at  its  next  regular  meeting 
to  give  us  any  information  that  he  desires  regarding 
the  attitude  or  proposals  of  his  company  toward  a 
new  lighting  contract. 

Coun.  SMITH  —  Mr.  President,  I  would  not 
have  brought  this  up  or  spoken  upon  it  if  it  had 
not  been  for  some  urgency  in  the  matter,  because 
of  Coun.  Collins'  absence.  At  the  same  time  I 
think  perhaps  it  would  be  well  for  the  body  to  act 
on  this  order  to-day,  as  it  is  only  a  request  to 
Mr.  Wrightington  to  appear  at  the  next  meeting. 
We  have  no  power  or  desire  to  command  him  to  do 
so.  In  speaking  upon  this  matter  I  hesitate  some- 
what, because  I  do  not  wish  to  claim  any  credit  to 
myself.  I  presume  other  members  of  the  Council 
have  been  in  touch  with  the  situation  equally 
closely.  There  have  been  conferences,  and  I 
presume  that  Commissioner  Rourke  has  seen 
members  of  the  Council  and  has  told  them  of  the 
conferences  between  various  city  officials,  the  gas 
company  and  the  Mayor,  in  regard  to  a  new  con- 
tract for  city  lighting.  I  had  my  first  conference 
shortly  after  introducing  my  first  set  of  questions  to 
the  i\iayor.  There  is  working  out  of  these  con- 
ferences a  proposition  which  it  seems  to  me  we 
ought  to  tackle  without  prejudice.  It  seems  to  me 
all  parties  are  coming  to  understand  that  the 
matter  must  be  settled  and  that  all  are  willing  to 
make  some  concessions,  and  my  hope  was  to  get 
Mr.  Wrightington  to  come  and  tell  us  directly 
about  the  matter,  as  I  am  sure  he  is  willing  to  do,  as 
he  has  said  to  me  himself  that  he  was,  in  order 
that  we  may  take  the  matter  up  without  any  prej- 
udice. On  all  of  these  large  contracts  there  is 
apt  to  be  a  great  deal  of  prejudice.  The  lighting 
contract  has  been  hanging  fire  so  long  that  we 
ought  to  get  it  cleared  up,  and  we  cannot  do  so 
if  we  go  about  it  with  any  degree  of  prejudice. 
I  hope  the  matter  will  be  treated  on  its  merits, 
and  I  hope  that  Mr.  Wrightington  will  be  asked 
to  come  here  at  the  next  meeting,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Collins  is  absent. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  trust  that  the 
order  will  not  pass.  There  is  no  contract  pending 
before  the  Council  in  respect  to  lighting,  and  when 
there  is  it  will  then  be  the  proper  time  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  act.  I  do  not  quite  see  why  the  Council 
should  at  this  time  undertake  to  bring  anybody  in 
here  to  discuss  a  lighting  contract  not  pending  be- 
fore the  Council.  It  is  setting  rather  a  dangerous 
precedent  and  going  outside  of  the  record  al- 
together. I  trust  that  the  order  will  not  pass.  I 
move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  is  not  debatable. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table,  by  a  rising  vote, 
3  to  2.    Later  in  the  session  Coun.  SMITH  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  ask  that  the  order 
requesting  Mr.  Wrightington  to  appear  before  the 
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Council  at  the  next  meeting  be  taken  from  the 
table,  now  that  more  members  of  the  Council  are 
present.    It  is  simply  an  order 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  would  state 
that  the  motion  to  take  the  order  from  the  table 
is  in  order,  but  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Coun.  Smith's  motion  to  take  the  order  from 
the  table  was  declared  lost. 


A  QUESTION   OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  rise 
to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Councilor  Hale. 

Coun.  HALE — There  have  appeared  in  a  good 
many  Boston  newspapers  lately  statements  in 
regard  to  my  action  with  reference  to  Mayor 
Fitzgerald,  and,  as  I  was  elected  to  this  body 
three  years  ago  as  a  candidate  of  the  Citizens' 
Municipal  League,  in  a  campaign  which  was 
conducted  primarily  against  Mayor  Fitzgerald, 
I  feel  that  I  owe  it  to  my  constituents 
who  elected  me  here  to  explain  my  attitude 
toward  Mayor  Fitzgerald,  because  these  accu- 
sations which  have  been  made  in  the  public 
press  lately  substantially  accuse  me  of  going  back 
on  my  constituents  who  elected  me  to  this  body. 
I  therefore  rise  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
my  relations  with  Mayor  Fitzgerald  of  this  city. 
Many  points  in  Mayor  Fitzgerald's  character  are 
interesting  and  call  for  admiration.  I  admire  his 
cleverness;  I  admire  his  ability  to  pick  up  popular 
measures  and  claim  them  for  his  own;  I  admire 
the  ability  that  he  has  to  fool  a  large  part  of  the 
people  most  of  the  time.  My  principal  objection 
to  Mayor  Fitzgerald  is  that  I  do  not  think  he  is 
sincere  in  these  measures  that  he  advocates.  For 
instance,  let  us  take  the  last  municipal  campaign 
In  which  he  succeeded  in  getting  elected.  AH  I 
want  to  say  about  that  campaign  is  simply  this. 
I  want  to  ask  Mayor  Fitzgerald  one  question,  and 
I  think  it  is  a  question  that  calls  for  a  public 
answer  from  him.  I  do  not  know  the  facts;  I  am 
only  trying  to  find  them  out.  Did  Mayor  Fitz- 
gerald in  that  campaign  against  Mr.  Storrow 
directly  or  indirectly  receive  financial  support 
from  Kidder,  Peabody  Company  or  the  Boston 
Elevated?  I  hope  that  Mayor  Fitzgerald  will 
answer  that  question.  I  am  most  strongly  opposed 
to  Mayor  Fitzgerald,  as  I  declared  on  the  stump 
when  I  was  running  for  this  Council  three  years 
ago.  I  am  just  as  strongly  opposed  to  him  now 
as  I  was  then,  for  the  reason  I  have  given,  that  I 
do  not  think  Mayor  Fitzgerald  is  sincere.  I  agree 
with  what  I  think  is  the  opinion  of  the  great  rank 
and  file  of  both  parties,  that  Mayor  Fitzgerald  is 
not  sincere.  I  feel  just  exactly  the  same  way 
about  him  with  regard  to  state  matters.  I  do 
not  want  my  position  misunderstood  on  this.  I 
feel  that  the  constituents  who  elected  me  here  as 
opposed  to  Mayor  Fitzgerald  ought  to  understand 
where  I  stand  on  Fitzgerald.  I  am  very  strongly 
opposed  to  Mayor  Fitzgerald  as  United  States 
Senator,  which  happens  to  be  the  one  particular 
thing  that  I  am  accused  of  being  in  favor  of  him 
for,  because  I  do  not  think  he  is  a  fit  man  to  be 
United  States  Senator.  As  I  said  before.  Mayor 
Fitzgerald  is  very  clever  in  getting  hold  of  public 
issues  and  using  them,  but  I  think  when  it  comes 
to  the  test  he  does  not  stand  by  them.  I  would 
like  to  cite  this  matter  of  the  United  States  sena- 
torship  itself.  Mayor  Fitzgerald  was  advocating 
last  spring,  as  was  Governor  Foss,  the  direct 
election  of  senators  by  the  people,  when  every- 
body knew  that  it  had  no  chance  of  going  through 
the  Legislature.  But  now,  when  there  is  a  chance, 
when  the  men  who  beat  it  at  the  Legislature  last 
year  have  frankly  come  out  for  it,  when  there  is 
a  chance  to  call  a  special  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  enact  that  law  and  have  Mayor  Fitz- 
gerald, or  any  other  candidate  for  United  States 
Senator  go  before  the  people  of  this  state,  where 
is  Mayor  Fitzgerald?  Having  lunch  with  Presi- 
dent Taft,  not  saying  anything  about  calling  a 
special  session  of  the  Legislature  and  getting  such 
a  law  enacted  iinmediately.  If  Mayor  Fitzgerald 
is  as  sincere  in  his  advocacy  of  this  popular  meas- 
ure as  he  claims  to  be,  I  would  like  to  have  him 
now  publicly  ask  Governor  Foss  to  take  action, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  Governor  Foss  publicly 
accept  the  suggestion,  calling  a  special  session  of 
the  state  Legislature  and  enacting  this  law,  be- 
cause the  only  opposition  that  appeared  to  it  last 
spring  has  now  backed  down.  I  say  that  if  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  is  sincere  in  his  allegations  in  regard  to 


this  particular  measure  he  will  now  join  in  the 
attempt  to  get  it.  I  simply  repeat  again,  Mr. 
President,  that  I  do  not  want  a  single  one  of  my 
constituents  to  misunderstand  my  position.  This 
is  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  or  the  City  Council  that  I  have  ever 
had  to  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege,  because  it  is 
the  first  time  that  my  motives  have  been  impugned. 
I  want  every  single  one  of  my  constituents  now  to 
understand  that  I  am  utterly  and  unalterably 
opposed  to  Mayor  Fit.zgerald  both  in  city  and 
state  affairs,  and  that  I  shall  continue  to  fight  him 
as  long  as  I  am  in  public  life  while  I  think  he  is 
doing  wrong. 


CLEANING    DORCHESTER   STREETS. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  instruct  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  see  that  the 
following-named  streets  in  the  Dorchester  district 
are  cleaned  at  least  once  in  two  weeks,  viz. : 

Ashmont,  Wrentham,  Dracut,  Templeton, 
Edwin,  Lonsdale,  Sheptoa  and  King  streets. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  simply 
want  to  state  that  this  order  is  presented  at  the 
request  of  the  United  Improvement  Association 
of  Dorchester.  It  must  be  a  very  much  needed 
improvement  when  that  organization  at  one  of 
its  meetings  took  action  calling  for  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 


FIVE-CENT   FARES. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  wish 
to  offer  the  following  order,  and,  as  it  is  written 
in  longhand  by  myself,  I  will  read  it  in  order  to 
save  the  City  Clerk  the  trouble  of  trying  to  in- 
terpret it: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  is  in  favor  of 
the  general  policy  of  a  5-cent  fare  for  passenger 
transportation  on  street  railways  from  any  part 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  any  other  part  thereof; 

That  more  particularly  there  is  pressing  need  for 
the  establishment  of  a  5-cent  fare  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  residents  of  that  part  of  the  city  formerly 
Hyde  Park  to  and  from  the  centre  of  the  city  over 
the  lines  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
and  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company; 

That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  of 
the  City  Council  be  instructed  to  present  these 
resolutions  to  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners 
for  their  consideration  in  connection  with  the 
petitions  of  certain  citizens  of  Hyde  Park  in  regard 
to  a  5-cent  fare. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  (continuing)— I  want  to 
say  in  this  regard,  Mr.  President,  that  the  citizens 
of  Hyde  Park  are  bringing  their  long-fought 
campaign  for  a  5-cent  fare  to  a  culmination  at  a 
hearing  before  the  Railroad  Commissioners  next 
Thursday;  and,  as  the  City  Council  has  already 
placed  itself  on  record  in  regard  to  this  proposi- 
tion, and  as  it  is  eminently  fair  that  Hyde  Park 
should  not  be  under  a  handicap  at  the  present 
time  in  comparison  with  the  other  parts  of  Boston, 
I  feel  that  it  would  be  a  wise  step — and  this  is 
done  at  the  request  of  certain  citizens  of  Hyde 
Park — to  pass  these  resolutions  at  the  present 
time,  the  City  Council  lending  its  aid  to  these 
gentlemen  who  are  making  a  fight  on  behalf  of 
Ward  26,  appearing  before  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  next  Thursday  or  at  adjourned 
hearings. 

The  resolutions  were  passed. 


INFORMATION     FROM     COMMISSIONER 
ROURKE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order  — That  Com- 
missioner Rourke  be  requested  to  appear  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  and  give  us  any  infor- 
mation he  has  relevant  to  a  new  lighting  contract. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  it  is  no  secret 
to  the  members  of  this  body  that  a  new  lighting 
contract  has  been  discussed  actively  for  the  last 
three  or  four  weeks,  since  the  introduction  of  my 
first  set  of  questions  to  the  Mayor.  It  is  no  secret 
that  that  contract  has  reached  a  very  definite 
form.  It  may  be  said  that  technically  we  have 
only  to  pass  upon  a  contract  when  it  comes  to  us 
in  its  finished  form.  While  this  may  be  technically 
true    under   the    charter,    nevertheless   everybody 
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luM'c  knows  that  as  a  practical  matter  wc  must 
take  a  hand  in  the  shaping  of  these  orders.  If  we 
are  asked  for  a  playground,  a  bathing  beach,  a  new 
building,  or  any  of  the  hundred  things  that  come 
before  this  body,  we  go  out  and  investigate  to  see 
whether  those  things  are  necessary.  On  the  very 
subject  of  the  lighting  contract,  when  it  came  up 
before,  we  had  Commissioner  Rourke  before  us, 
and  stenographic  notes  were  taken  of  his  attitude 
on  the  lighting  contract  and  his  advice  to  the 
Council.  This  body  does  not  pretend  to  be  a 
body  of  experts.  We  do  not  pretend  to  know  of 
our  own  knowledge  about  equipment,  either  gas  or 
electric,  and  it  seems  to  me  under  the  circum- 
stances we  ought  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  the  expert 
.  knowledge  we  can  gain.  Having  dealt  with  the 
lighting  contract  previously  in  exactly  this  same 
manner,  I  can  see  no  objection  to  dealing  with  it 
now.  Commissioner  Rourke  was  asked  to  come 
before  us  in  April,  1911,  in  regard  to  the  lighting 
contract.  He  did  so,  and  helped  us  all,  I  am  sure. 
The  notes  of  that  meeting  are  still  valuable  reading, 
in  spite  of  the  year  and  a  half  that  have  intervened. 
I  feel  that  we  would  all  be  helped  immensely  by 
hearing  from  his  own  lips  the  proposals  for  the  new 
contract  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  Boston 
Consolidated  Gas  Company.  As  I  said  originally 
in  offering  the  other  order,  I  would  not  press  it  if  I 
thought  it  was  anything  definite  or  final,  in  the 
absence  of  one  of  our  members;  but  it  seems  to  me 
only  a  legitimate  request  to  ask  that  it  be  passed 
to-day,  because  no  action  is  taken  on  the  contract 
itself.  It  is  simply  a  request  for  information  at 
the  next  meeting.  I  trust  that  the  Council  will 
take  an  attitude  towards  this  order  different  from 
the  one  it  took  towards  the  preceding  one. 

Coun.  KENNY  —  Mr.  President,  it  seems  ^  to 
me  the  Council  should  be  careful  about  taking 
these  excursiofls  with  my  friend  from  Ward  11. 
There  is  no  contract  pending  before  the  Council. 
The  charter  provides  that  when  a  contract  is  pend- 
ing we  shall  take  it  up,  examine  it,  give  hearings 
and  act  upon  it.  At  some  time  hereafter  there 
may  be  a  contract  brought  in  here  and  it  may  then 
become  our  duty  to  investigate  it.  But  I  fail  to 
see  why  we  should  at  this  particular  time  invite 
discussions  and  agitation  which  may  perhaps  at 
some  future  time  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  some- 
body other  than  the  city.  I  think  it  is  better  for 
us  to  strictly  mind  our  business,  to  keep  within 
our  rights  and  to  perform  our  duties  as  covered 
by  the  statute.  Therefore  I  hope  this  order  will 
not  prevail. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  as  loath 
to  start  a  precedent  as  is  my  friend  on  the  right, 
and  I  certainly  do  not  want  to  start  any  injurious 
precedent.  But  isn't  it  true  that  the  lighting 
question  has  been  before  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Council  for  four  years?  Isn't  it  true  that  the  tax- 
payers of  this  citj'  demand  some  solution  of  this 
problem  in  the  immediate  future,  and  isn't  it  true 
that  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  has 
made  a  very  advantageous  proposition  to  the  city, 
more  advantageous  than  any  heretofore  made? 
And  isn't  it  true  that  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  in 
answering  our  questions  at  the  last  meeting,  spoke 
of  a  proposition  coming  from  the  Edison  Company 
which  is  cheaper  than  any  they  have  formerly 
made?  And  isn't  it  true  that  the  people  who 
elected  us  to  this  body  are  looking  to  us  to  take 
some  action  on  this  subject?  Are  we  doing  any 
more  in  inviting  Commissioner  Rourke  to  come 
here  upon  this  subject  than  if  we  invited  him  to 
come  here  on  the  subject  of  the  incinerator? 
Haven't  we  had  him  down  here  three  or  four  times 
on  the  disposal  of  refuse  matter  and  on  the  incin- 
erator matter,  in  anticipation  of  the  contract 
coming  to  us?  Aren't  we  doing  it  every  day  with 
our  heads  of  departments,  and  why  shouldn't  we 
avail  ourselves  of  all  the  information  available,  all 
the  information  at  hand  on  this  subject?  I  do 
not  want  to  press  the  matter  to  the  point  of  causing 
any  personal  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman 
on  my  right.  I  do  not  want  to  antagonize  any 
man  in  this  body  upon  this  subject,  because  I 
think  we  ought  to  approach  it  without  prejudice. 
I  think  there  exists  to-day  too  much  prejudice  on 
this  subject,  and  the  result  has  been  little  action. 
I  think  we  can  well  pass  to-day  a.  simple  request 
that  Commissioner  Rourke  come  and  tell  ,us  about 
a  contract  which  is  definite  to-day.  We  are  not 
seeking  trouble.     The  contract  is  definite. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  rise 
for  information,  if  the  gentleman  is  willing  to 
furnish  it. 

Coun.  SMITH— I  shall  be  glad  to. 


Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  have 
seen  it  stated  in  the  papers  that  the  Mayor  has 
been  relieved  by  the  Councilor  from  the  West  End 
or  the  Back  Bay  from  coming  here  to-day  in  order 
that  he  might  appear  before  a  more  august  body. 
The  point  I  want  to  find  out  is,  whether  the  Mayor 
is  coming  here  next  Monday  to  submit  himself  to 
a  quiz  by  this  Council. 

Coun.  SMITH — Well,  that  is  a  hard  question, 
Mr.  President.  I  cannot  account  for  the  Mayor's 
actions.  Would  that  somebody  couM.  I  don't 
know  whether  he  is  coming  here  next  Monday  or 
not,  but  I  presume  he  is.  Whether  he  does  or 
does  not,  I  should  think  we  would  welcome  Com- 
missioner Rourke  for  his  scientific  knowledge, 
scientific  statements  of  fact  and  detailed  informa- 
tion. We  are  not  submitting  Commissioner 
Rourke  to  any  questions.  We  are  asking  him, 
as  we  did  in  April,  1911,  to  tell  us,  what  about  the 
lighting  question  as  it  exists  to-day?  If  the 
councilor  who  just  spoke  has  anj'  objection  to 
having  Commissioner  Rourke  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  before  us  on  the  same  day,  I  shall  with- 
draw my  request. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  have 
a  hunch,  supposing  the  Mayor  is  to  be  here  next 
Monday,  that  it  will  be  quite  enough  for  us  to 
attend  to  the  legitimate  demands  upon  us  in  con- 
nection with  his  Honor,  and  I  think  I  would  feel 
rather  oppressed  if  I  knew  in  advance  that  we 
were  to  have  the  Mayor  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  here  the  same  afaernoon.  That  is 
why  I  wanted  to  get  information  on  that  point. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  can  very 
easily  ob'viate  that  trouble  by  asking  Conimissioner 
Rourke  to  appear  before  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, so  that  there  will  be  no  clashing  of  swords 
before  this  body — if  that  will  meet  the  objection  of 
the  councilor  who  has  just  spoken. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  think, 
following  the  lead  of  the  gentleman  who  has  last 
spoken,  in  putting  interrogatories  under  the  city 
charter  to  the  Mayor  and  requesting  his  presence 
before  us,  that  we  have  ad^•anced  very  far  on  the 
road  towards  a  treatment  of  this  new  contract  if 
we  succeed  in  getting  satisfactorj'  answers  from  the 
Mayor  next  Monday.  Then,  having  digested  the 
answers,  it  might  be  in  order  for  the  gentleman 
to  renew  his  motion  in  regard  to  Mr.  Rourke. 

Coun.  ICENNY— Mr.  President,  in  June,  1911, 
the  City  Council  passed  a  loan  appropriating 
$300,000  for  new  lighting  equipment,  and  there- 
upon passed  resolutions  calling  upon  the  Mayor 
to  proceed  and  furnish  the  equipment.  Nothing 
has  been  done  since  that  time  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  up  to  a  very  recent  time,  towards  carrj-ing 
it  into  effect.  As  I  have  already  stated,  there  is 
no  contract  now  pending  before  the  Council. 
My  friend  from  Ward  11,  on  the  left  here,  says  that 
we  have  already  invited  Mr.  Rourke  to  appear 
before  the  Council  on  other  matters,  citing  the 
incinerator.  The  Council  might  very  well  invite 
Mr.  Rourke  to  appear  before  its  committees  on 
any  matter  where  we  have  not  originated  a  loan. 
In  this  instance  we  have  originated  a  loan,  and 
have  discharged  our  obligation  to  the  city.  This 
is  merely  opening  the  matter  up  to  allow  people 
to  come  in  and  discuss  matters  in  a  way  that  may 
result  later  on  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  city. 
When  the  time  comes  for  the  city  to  make  a  con- 
tract it  will  be  very  well  to  obtain  certain  informa- 
tion. But  there  is  danger,  it  seems  to  me,  in  call- 
ing in  expert  evidence  in  advance  of  the  submission 
of  the  contract  and  having  the  city  committed 
along  certain  lines  which  may  operate  to  its 
disadvantage  later  on  when  the  contract  is  drafted. 
I  hope,  notwithstanding  the  second  appeal  of  my 
friend  from  Ward  11,  that  this  order  will  not  be 
passed  but  will  be  killed.  When  a  contract  is 
pending  it  will  be  the  proper  time  to  take  testi- 
mony and  hear  arguments  on  the  subject.  We 
should  not  do  so  when  the  contract  is  not  yet 
even  drafted.    The  time  is  not  vet  ripe. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  rather 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  So<ith  Boston,  but 
upon  another  ground.  I  want  to  congratulate  the 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  upon  bringing  to  our 
attention  this  clause  of  the  charter  which  allows 
us  to  interrogate  the  chief  executive  of  the  city. 
I  have  been  rather  surprised  the  last  year  to  see 
that  this  loan  of  $300,000  that  was  made  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  City  Council  and  the  Mayor 
himself  has  not  been  used  for  the  specific  purpose 
for  which  it  was  appropriated.  I  honestly  think 
we  have  been  lax  in  not  asking  an  accounting  from 
the  Mayor  before  this.     But  the  gentleman  from 
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the  Back  Bay  has  taken  the  initiative  in  presenting 
the  order  that  went  through  at  the  last  meeting, 
and  I  thinlc  we  liave  reasonable  hope  that  the 
Mayor  will  come  before  us  next  Monday.  It  will 
then  be  up  to  us  and  up  to  the  eminent  attorneys 
who  are  members  of  this  Council  to  draw  from  the 
Mayor,  for  public  consumption  as  well  as  for  our 
own,  his  reasons  for  not  using  that  money  that  was 
appropriated.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  against 
the  order  that  is  pending  —  not  because  I  am 
opposed  to  getting  any  information  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  has,  but  because  I 
think  we  are  on  the  right  track  to  get  practical 
results  for  the  city  in  bringing  the  Mayor  before 
us  under  the  city  charter  and  making  him  account 
to  us  for  his  failure,  as  chief  executive,  to  spend 
this  money  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
appropriated. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
councilor  who  has  just  spoken  has  spoken  very 
much  to  the  point,  in  referring  to  the  importance 
of  getting  information  from  the  Mayor  on  this 
subject  without  delay.  But  I  want  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  under  that  article  of  the 
charter  the  Mayor  is  only  obliged  to  answer  the 
specific  questions  asked  by  the  Council  in  writing. 
So  if  he  comes  here  and  shifts  back  to  pine  knots 
as  a  means  of  lighting  Boston's  streets,  he  will 
evade  all  our  questions.  It  he  comes  here  and 
advocates  whale  oil  lanterns  as  the  best  method 
of  lighting  Boston's  streets,  he  will  not  have  to 
answer  a  single  question  we  have  put  to  him  up  to 
date,  and  we  could  not  ask  him  any  questions  from 
the  floor  which  he  would  be  obliged  to  answer  at 
the  time.  If  the  Mayor  is  desirous  of  coming 
here  and  telling  us  exactly  how  he  stands,  and  why 
he  stands  that  way,  then  we  will  make  some 
headway.  If  he  is  not  anxious  to  do  that,  he  can 
hide  behind  the  specific  article  of  the  charter 
under  which  we  ask  the  questions,  and  we  would 
not  make  any  headway  at  all.  It  would  not  take 
him  five  minutes  to  enter  the  Chamber,  answer 
our  questions  and  leave.  I  wish  there  were  an 
opportunity  to  have  an  open  debate  with  the  Mayor 
on  that  subject.  I  think  if  the  charter  permitted 
such  a  thing  we  woidd  get  ahead  much  faster,  and 
I  think  in  the  long  run  it  would  help  to  bring  the 
Mayor  and  Council  together.  Instead  of  bitter- 
ness,   instead    of    interpreting    questions    in    an 


antagonistic  frame  of  mind,  the  putting  of  ques- 
tions under  an  article  whereby  we  might  debate 
them,  would  bring  the  two  branches,  legislative 
and  administrative,  together.  But  that  is  not 
the  ca.se.  We  cannot  ask  the  Mayor  anything 
but  specific  questions  which  he  answers  specifi- 
cally, and  we  cannot  go  beyond  those  <iuestions 
or  leave  that  subject.  •<  Consequently,  I  think,  if  the 
Mayor  is  not  willing  we  must  look  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  for  real  information  on 
the  subject.  The  last  time  we  asked  about  gas 
equipment,  and,  as  the  Council  very  well  know, 
he  dodged  the  whole  thing  by  swinging  to  electric 
lights.  Now,  if  the  Mayor  is  willing  to  answer 
additional  questions  when  he  comes  before  the 
Council  next  week,  I  have  three  or  four  that  I 
think  are  pertinent  and  that  I  would  be  very 
glad  to  have  him  answer.  But  he  is  not  obliged 
to  answer  them,  and  nobody  knows  that  any  better 
than  he.  I  should  not  press  the  matter  of  asking 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  come  here 
if  I  had  any  inborn  faith  that  the  Mayor  would 
come  here. and  tell  us  how  he  stands,  and  why  he 
stands  that  way.  But  I  haven't.  I  don't  know 
whether  the  other  members  have  that  feeling  or 
not.  If  they  have,  then,  of  course,  they  need  not 
ask  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  come, 
either  before  this  body  or  before  the  Executive 
Committee,  but  if  they  feel  as  I  do,  they  will  want 
all  the  information  they  can  get  on  the  subject, 
and  will  a.sk  the  Commissioner  to  come  here.  I 
would  gladly,  so  as  to  satisfy  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken,  amend  the  order  so  that  Mr. 
Rourke  will  be  asked  to  come  before  the  Executive 
Committee.  I  will  move  to  amend  the  order  to 
read  that  Mr.  Rourke  be  requested  to  appear 
before  the  Executive  Committee  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  City  Council. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  order  as  presented  failed  of  passage.  Coun. 
SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  order  failed  of  passage,  yeas  3,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Buckley,  Hale,  Smith — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Coulthurst, 
Kenny,  McDonald — 5. 


Adjourned,   on   motion   of   Coun.   KENNY,   at 
4  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  28,  at  3  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  28,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
President   ATTRIDGB   in  the   chair.     Absent— 
Coun.  Hale. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  law 
(the  Mayor  being  absent),  as  follows: 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court/First  Session,  to  appear  November  6,  1912: 

Michael  J.  Scally,  Ward  20;  Cornelius  J.  Baker, 
Ward  15;  Arthur  McFague,  Ward  5;  Thomas  J. 
Gallagher,  Ward  5;  James  J.  Crowley,  Ward  5; 
John  J.  Conroy,  Ward  14;  Louis  Selig,  Ward  24; 
Millard  F.  Dowdell,  Ward  3;  Frank  E.  D.  Talbot, 
Ward  24;  Alexander  J.  Smith,  Ward  16;  William 
F.  E.  Roelofson,  Ward  2.5;  Frederick  H.  Pope, 
Ward  24;  William  F.  Hargravos,  Ward  2.3;  Cole- 
man J.  Clonan,  Ward  18;  Robert  W.  Feeney, 
Ward  8;  William  A.  Ratigan,  Ward  14;  John  F. 
Aldrich,  Ward  5;  Eugene  G.  Wallingford,  Ward 
24;  August  Per  Anderson,  Ward  20;  John  E. 
Kuhn,  Ward  19;  James  Newell,  Ward  22;  Charles 
C.  Carr,  Ward  18;  Samuel  Little,  Ward  24;  John 
T.  Sullivan,  Ward  3;  Richard  F.  Bates,  Ward  25; 
Frank  H.  Penfield,  Ward  20;  Newitt  J.  Neall, 
Ward  21;  Charles  H.  Bryant,  Ward  19;  James 
Howard,  Ward  25;  Robert  G.  Wilson,  Ward  20; 
Daniel  J.  Foley,  Ward  18;  George  H.  Leighton, 
Ward  20;  George  A.  Wilson,  Ward  11;  Hugh  M. 
Sweeney,  Ward  8;  Samuel  J.  Budgell,  Ward  25; 
Daniel  J.  McDonald,  Ward  23;  Charles  A.  Tavlor, 
Ward  20;  Orrick  H.  Stoddard,  Ward  19;  John  B. 
McKinnon,  Ward  14;  Albert  A.  Kirkland,  Ward 
24;  Daniel  Grant,  Ward  4. 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  November  11, 
1912: 

Thomas  F.  Burke,  Jr.,  Ward  21;  Robert  E. 
Fisher,  Ward  1;  Frank  Dougherty,  Ward  26; 
Joseph  H.  McManus,  Ward  20;  William  J. 
Coughlin,  Ward  15;  James  J.  McGrale,  Ward  16; 
George  T.  Lannon,  Ward  19;  Ira  H.  Parritt, 
Ward  20;  Everett  M.  Drake,  Ward  14;  Silas  S. 
Putnam,  Ward  24;  Edwin  W.  Burns,  Ward  12; 
Charles  Donohue,  Ward  19;  Albert  L.  Simpson, 
Ward  10;  Charley  E.  Gorman,  Ward  23;  Edward 
Flahive,  Ward  19;  Charles  C.  Gilman,  Ward  20; 
Joseph  W.  Bosher,  Ward  24;  James  Darling, 
Ward  0;  Osborne  B.  Prouty,  Ward  20;  Charles 
Delcey,  Ward  20;  Joseph  Doyle,  Ward  10;  Ernest 
B.  Murray,  Ward  4;  Alfred  Davis,  Ward  22; 
Archibald  Maclntire,  Ward  23;  Victor  W.  Parker, 
Ward  21;  James  McCaffney,  Ward  22;  Philip  J. 
Molloy,  Ward  18;  Michael  R.  Murphy,  Ward  25; 
Philip  Fahey,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  F.  Teague,  Ward  15; 
Percy  E.  Durham,  Ward  23;  John  J.  Crowley, 
Ward  24;  Chri.stopher  J.  Sheehan,  Ward  1; 
Warren  S.  Allen,  Ward  14;  James  Emiah,  Ward  11; 
Robert  Pike,  Ward  12;  Arthur  H.  Morrison, 
Ward  25;  Murdock  S.  Munroe,  Ward  23;  Albert 
A.  Hussey,  Ward  14;  Thomas  J.  Jones,  Ward  24; 
George  A.  Butler,  Ward  1. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
First  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  November 
18,  1912: 

William  Lampie,  Ward  20;  John  M.  Googins, 
Ward  19;  Clarence  E.  Wright,  Ward  17;  Thomas 
Cunningham,  Ward  21;  James  W.  Spratt,  Ward  4; 
Harry  C.  Benjamin,  Ward  5;  Abraham  S.  Morrison, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  A.  Jennings,  Ward  10;  John 
A.  Johnson,  Ward  3;  Augustus  Kuntzman,  Ward 
23;  Isaac  Livingston,  Ward  8;  John  J.  McNulty, 
Ward  17;  Henry  W.  Bigelow,  Ward  25;  Charles 
A.  Murphy,  Ward  23;  Lester  E.  Ballou,  Ward  25; 
Charles  O.  Anderson,  Ward  22;  Daniel  C.  Rhodes, 
Ward  6;   Samuel  H.   Clarke,  Ward  20;   Michael 


J.  Brown,  Ward  2ii;  Cornelius  F.  Murray,  Ward 
24;  Elmer  E.  Prior,  Ward  22;  Albert  Helmboldt, 
Ward  19;  Henry  Doran,  Ward  3;  Michael  P. 
Manning,  Ward  18;  Louis  K.  Brown,  Ward  12; 
Axel  J.  Johnson,  Ward  23;  Robert  Duncan,  Ward 
20;  Conrad  F.  Meyer,  Ward  23;  William  F. 
Dinneen,  Ward  13;  Robert  Manton,  Ward  24; 
Michael  Farrell,  Ward  12;  .Tohn  F.  Henderson, 
Ward  23;  Michael  J.  Crosby,  Ward  IS;  Thomas  A. 
Elston,  Ward  20;  Michael  J.  Gallagher,  Ward  21; 
W.  Henry  Davis,  Ward  24;  John  J.  Bernard, 
Ward  20;"  Henrv  M.  Fillebrown,  Ward  24;  John 
Sullivan,  Ward  13;  James  H.  Farrell,  Ward  14. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 18,  1912: 

John  Ralph,  Ward  2;  Julius  B.  Goodard,  Ward 
20;  Alfred  W.  Sprague,  Ward  20;  Paul  D.  Tracy, 
Ward  1;  William  E.  Haynes,  Ward  20;  Thomas 
Maloney,  Ward  14;  Charles  S.  Smith,  Ward  16; 
Frederic  W.  Rice,  Ward  25:  Theodore  E.  Roch, 
Ward  23;  Franklin  B.  Sherman,  Ward  20;  Edward 
H.  Bridges,  Ward  24;  Thomas  J.  Broderick,  Ward 
20;  Thomas  W.  Greer,  Ward  10;  Herman  Harris, 
Ward  5;  Norman  F.  Faunce,  Ward  21;  James  C. 
Nash,  Ward  23;  WiUiam  Codman,  Ward  11; 
Henry  Kavanagh,  Ward  12;  Edward  L.  Barrett, 
Ward  26;  Frederick  T.  Riley,  Ward  21;  Raymond 
F.  Barnes,  Ward  20;  William  Sloan,  Ward  14; 
Charles  F.  Cleary,  Ward  20;  MichaeL  Veasy,  Ward 
19;  Herman  W.  Aborn,  Ward  11 ;  Andrew  S.  Hartt, 
Ward  0;  James  Fogarty,  Ward  14;  Alphonso  Bruno, 
Ward  20;  Frederick  O.  Dodge,  Ward  23;  Daniel  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  20;  John  F.  McCarthy,  Ward  24; 
Pardon  S.  Remington,  Ward  25;  .lohn  Adamson, 
Ward  18;  Roger  A.  Cregg,  Ward  20;  Jeremiah  E. 
Barrett,  Ward  25;  Patrick  S.  Monahan,  Ward  25; 
James  J.  Doherty,  Ward  7;  Charles  A.  E.stey.  Ward 
24;  .Joseph  A.  Bertholet,  Ward  10;  Jeremiah  P. 
O'Brien,  Ward  5. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  November  18,  1912: 

Edward  L.  Cummings,  Ward  26;  Lawrence  J. 
Bolger,  Ward  16;  David  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  8; 
Samuel  W.  Walker,  Ward  23;  John  M.  Ryan,  Ward 
20;  John  J.  Murphy,  Ward  4;  Daniel  Sullivan, 
Ward  9;  Hans  Johnson,  Ward  14;  Charles  F. 
Tebbetts,  Ward  5;  Frank  H.  Sweetland,  Ward  14; 
Augustus  C.  Perldns,  Ward  20;  Louis  Bassill, 
Ward  24;  M.  Joseph  Ahern,  Ward  15;  John  J. 
Shannon,  Ward  2;  James  Slane,  Ward  6;  Frederick 
,1.  Braun,  Ward  24;  John  A.  Gargan,  Ward  11; 
George  W.  Eggleston,  Ward  10;  John  F.  Hines, 
Ward  13;  Michael  J.  Prendergast,  Ward  22;  John 
W.  Abbott,  Ward  24;  Johann  A.  Oberlander,  Ward 
22;  Louis  Sonnabend,  Ward  20;  John  E.  Hannon, 
Ward  22;  Michael  Logue,  Ward  17;  Granville  C. 
Johnson,  Ward  14;  Michael  T.  Donnellan,  Ward 
14;  Charles  T.  Bowe,  Ward  10;  Allen  R.  Hunter, 
Ward  20;  Eugene  F.  Murphy,  Ward  24;  Martin  T. 
Redington,  Ward  1;  Charles  H.  Bell,  Ward  A3; 
James  B.  Curry,  Ward  17;  George  M.  Wood, 
Ward  23;  Joseph  Rich,  Ward  23;  William  F. 
Prouty,  Ward  26;  William  J.  Lonergan,  Ward  15; 
Francis  B.  Maginnis,  Ward  24;  Rudolph  Dunkel, 
Ward  23;  Patrick  F.  Walsh,  Ward  2. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 18,  1912: 

James  Matthews,  Ward  19;  William  P.  Howe, 
Ward  21;  Hamilton  I.  Smith,  Ward  23;  Fred  H. 
Lowd,  Ward  24;  Whipple  F.  Smith,  Ward  11; 
John  S.  Gilman,  Ward  18;  Charles  E.  Mackenzie, 
Ward  19;  Francis  P.  Brennan,  Ward  16;  Jeremiah 

F.  Sullivan,  Ward  5;  Charles  H.  Bennett,  Ward 
18;  Paul  O.  Schimpf,  Ward  23;  Thomas  B.  Rich, 
Ward  5;  George  H.  Williams,  Ward  22;  Henry 
James  .Stone,  Ward  13;  Daniel  Miley,  Ward  22; 
Maurice  C.  Taylor,  Ward  10;  William  J.  Carroll, 
Ward  4;  Lewis  E.  Morton,  Ward  17;  Richard  L. 
Connor,  Ward  20;  Wright  P.  Crandall,  Ward  12; 
John  T.  Lennahan,  Ward  23;  Arthur  P.  Gold- 
thwait.  Ward  26;  Joseph  M.  Riley,  Ward  1;  James 
J.  Redican,  Ward  20;  David  F.  Wilson,  Ward  1; 
Byron  E.  Piper,  Ward  24;  Otis  Wilson,  Ward  1; 
John  A.  Sullivan,  Ward  10;  Peter  M.  Webster, 
Ward  20;   William  S.  Hennessy,  Ward  24;    James 

G.  Hickey,  Ward  7;  Henry  M.  Choate,  Ward  10; 
Frank  Farrell,  Ward  11;  Charles  E.  Young,  Ward 
25;  John  A.  McFall,  Ward  4;  Joseph  W.  Drink- 
water,  Ward  26;  Joseph  F.  Gough,  Ward  20; 
Millard  A.  Fuller,  Ward  21;  Clarence  B.  Soule, 
Ward  10;  Peter  J.  Imberger,  Ward  23. 
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Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  Second  Division,  to  appear 
November  18,  1912: 

Henrv  A.  Carle,  Ward  26;  William  J.  Truesdale, 
Ward  18;  John  A.  H.  JVI.  Hampe,  Ward  21 ;  Edward 
O.  Marston,  Ward  18;  Henry  L.  Richmond, 
Ward  15;  Patrick  J.  Connolly,  Ward  1;  Abraham 
Sherman,  Ward  21 ;  Eugene  V.  McAuliffe,  Ward  15; 
Thomas  F.  Brady,  Ward  24;  George  L.  Kelley, 
Ward  18;  General  G.  Whitman,  Ward  10;  Thomas 
J.  A.  Johnson,  Ward  21 ;  Miles  C.  Qualter,  Ward  17; 
James  D.  Cunnabel,  Ward  7;  Carlton  F.  Kelley, 
Ward  17;  Francis  E.  Malone,  Ward  11;  Norman 
K.  Smith,  Ward  21;  Erie  L.  Johanson,  Ward  16; 
John  A.  McGilvarv,  Ward  24;  Gilbert  Frey,  Ward 
18;  Arthur  R.  Tibbetts,  Ward  20;  John  E.  Hodgdon, 
Ward  9;  Leo  J.  Magrath,  Ward  20;  J.  Sherman 
Beck,  Ward  24;  James  F.  Nolan,  Jr.,  Ward  15; 
John  J.  Conway,  Ward  22;  Thomas  A.  Rogers, 
Ward  23;  Edwin  H.  Edwards,  Ward  17;  John  F. 
Newton,  Jr.,  Ward  17;  Charles  V.  Chipman, 
Ward  20;  Michael  H.  Sullivan,  Ward  14;  William 
H.  Keyes,  Ward  24;  Timothy  Donovan,  Ward  19; 
John  J.  Sheran,  Ward  17;  John  H.  Schroeder, 
Ward  21;  Elmer  E.  Farwell,  Ward  1;  John  A. 
Mahoney,  Ward  20;  John  F.  Wing,  Ward  20; 
William  P.  Dwver,  Ward  14;  Frank  E.  Wilson, 
"Ward  14. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  November  18,  1912: 

Ralph  E.  Curtis,  Ward  23;  Waldo  H.  Smith, 
Ward  21;  Ernest  I.  Latham,  Ward  7;  Thomas  J. 
Shea,  Ward  23;  George  A.  Bullard,  Ward  20; 
Charles  Johnson,  Ward  16;  Herman  D.  Collins, 
Ward  24;   Charles  D.  Redmond,  Ward  21;   .Joseph 

E.  Collins,  Ward  20;  WiUiam  H.  Rice,  Ward  24; 
Frederick  W.  J.  Rehm,  Ward  18;  Fred  T.  Manson, 
Ward  1;  Aaron  Victorson,  Ward  10;  Eugene  P. 
Johnson,  Ward  15;  William  Taylor,  Ward  2; 
Henry  C.  Mann,  Ward  1;  Martin  D.  Lyons, 
Ward  16;  Albert  E.  Gibbs,  Ward  19;  Henry 
Schlichte,  Ward  22;  Charles  W.  Restarick,  Ward 
21;  Daniel  J.  Murphy,  Ward  17;  Angus  D. 
McEachern,  Ward  3;  William  S.  Harrington, 
Ward  1;  Morris  Kaplan,  Ward  8;  William  F.  F. 
Riley,  Ward  10;  James  H.  Ward,  Ward  7 ;  William 
B.  Cochran,  Ward  1;  Gustaf  Anderson,  Ward  2; 
Michael  McGonagle,  Ward  24;  Amos  W.  Bishop, 
Ward  1;  Harry  D.  Stevens,  Ward  23;  David  M. 
Golden,  Ward  16;  Daniel  J.  Donahoe,  Ward  9; 
James  J.  Toye,  Ward  19;  WiUiam  F.  Brooks, 
Ward  11;  Donald  J.  Ferguson,  Ward  21;  Al- 
phonso  M.  Badger,  Ward  5;  William  J.  Manning, 
Ward  4;  .John  W.  Martin,  Ward  24;  Benjamin  F. 
Hardy,  Ward  25. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November  18,  1912: 

John  J.  Bradley,  Ward  24;  John  L.  Kline, 
Ward  18;  Louis  E.  Knott,  Ward  23;  John  E. 
Andrews,  Ward  21;  Herbert  C.  Wood,  Ward  IS; 
John  F.  Noon,  Ward  23;  William  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward  21;  Walter  O.  Hewes,  Ward  26;  Frederic 
A.  Erickson,  Ward  12;  Ludwig  Knauber,  Jr., 
Ward  17;  Abraham  Koshland,  Ward  11;  Thomas 
J.  Markley,  Ward  13;  Michael  D.  Keane,  Ward 
20;  Joseph  Rudy,  Ward  10;  John  Dunn,  Ward 
25;  Jeremiah  E.  Murphy,  Ward  19;  George  C. 
Wohlleben,  Ward  19;  Edward  M.  Blumenthal, 
Ward  21;  Frank  E.  Clifford,  Ward  12;  George  H. 
Moe,  Ward  12;  Carl  Petersen,  Ward  12;  William 
A.  Dodge,  Ward  19;  William  F.  Hackett,  Ward 
22;  Jeremiah  Cadigan,  Ward  5;  James  C.  Mc- 
Carthy, Ward  12;  John  J.  Conlev,  Ward  15; 
Eugene  F.  Lally,  Ward  13;  Michael  A.  McEleney, 
Ward   19;  Charles  H.   Sargent,   Ward  24;  Walter 

F.  Bibber,  Ward  1;  Daniel  J.  Shea,  Ward  22; 
Cornelius  Shea,  Ward  26;  Edward  E.  Everett, 
Ward  4;  Maurice  L.  Carroll,  Ward  20;  Samuel  J. 
Rantin,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 18,  1912: 

Bertrand  R.  Snow,  Ward  10;  Edward  P.  Merritt, 
Ward  11;  William  J.  Condon,  Ward  21;  Lewis  C. 
Briggs,  Ward  24;  John  F.  Hart,  Ward  4;  John  A. 
Callahan,  Ward  25;  Francis  P.  Buckman,  Ward  5; 
Thomas  Durnev,  Ward  7;  Charles  W.  Dennis, 
Ward  23;  Michael  F.  Casey,  Ward  16;  Daniel  F. 
Desmond,  Ward  20;  Simon  Finberg,  Ward  21; 
Harris  Hoffman,  Ward  1;  Frank  R.  Rowe,  Ward 
17;  William  Ferrin,  Ward  12;  Edwin  S.  Barrows, 
Jr.,   Ward    8;   Barnabas    C.     Higgins,    Ward    8; 


Matthew  K.  Simpson,  Ward  1;  Andrew  Noble 
Ward  24;  William  Stueper,  Ward  13;  William  J 
Wall,  Ward  15;  Charles  A.  Webber,  Ward  20;  James 
W.  Moulton,  Ward  14;  Edward  S.  Ryan,  Ward  20; 
James  Batell,  Ward  24;  John  Kelly,  Ward  22; 
Anthony  J.  McPhee,  Jr.,  Ward  2;  John  F.  Mc- 
Elaney,  Ward  19;  Marks  Mittenthal,  Ward  8;  John 
F.  Coghlan,  Ward  19;  Matthias  P.  F.  Brandley, 
Ward  22;  Frederick  A.  Bartlett,  Ward  21 ;  George 
S.  Hart,  Ward  9;  Charles  T.  Nowell,  Ward  20; 
Richard  F.  Murphy,  Ward  21. 


LOAN   FOR   CITY   HALL   ANNEX. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  a  communication  addressed  to  your  honor- 
able body  at  its  meeting  of  September  30,  I  rec- 
ommended the  transfer  of  S75,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Hall 
Annex.  I  wish  now  to  withdraw  my  previous 
recommendation  and  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order  appropriating  the  same 
amount  from  the  proceeds  of  a  loan. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  (S75,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
and  added  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Hall 
Annex,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  with  the  appro\'al  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BUILDING    MATERIAL,    CITY   HALL 
ANNEX. 

The  following  was  received? 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  Mr. 
E.  T.  P.  Graham,  architect  of  the  City  Hall  Annex, 
suggesting  that  if  the  mind  of  the  Citj-  Council  is 
divided  on  the  question  of  granite  or  limestone 
it  should  be  referred  to  the  Master  Builders' 
Association,  the  Builders'  Exchange,  or  a  committee 
of  men  who  know  building  materials. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Boston,  October  28,  1912. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Boston: 

My  dear  Sirs, —  I  wish  to  make  a  statement  in 
reference  to  the  granite  for  the  City  "Hall  Annex. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  with  you  several 
sessions  ago  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion. Their  report,  copy  of  which  they  sent  me, 
is  a  disappointment  both  in  its  reasoning  and  in 
its  recommendation.  I  therefore  urge  you,  gentle- 
men, if  you  are  not  of  accord  in  favor  of  granite, 
and  if  you  are  looking  for  guidance,  to  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Master  Builders'  Association,  the 
Builders'  Exchange,  or  to  a  committee  of  men 
who  know  building  materials. 

I  am  interested  in  this  matter  as  the  architect 
who  desires  and  needs  the  cooperation  of  all  who 
by  their  official  position  have  to  do  with  the 
building. 

I  have  by  common  consent  produced  a  design 
fit  and  worthy,  and  I  have  solved  the  municipal 
problem  for  Boston  in  a  way  that  has  produced 
general  approval  from  all  newspapers,  artists, 
architects,  business  men  and  people  in  general. 

I  have  done  this  on  an  appropriation  so  meager 
that  I  was  warned  before  the  building  was  put  out 
for  estimates  that  I  had  attempted  the  impossible. 
I  have,  gentlemen,  come  within  §60,000  of  getting 
this  building  in  a  durable  and  beautiful  material, 
granite,  the  material  that  Boston  used  when  it 
built  its  PubUc  Library,  its  Courthouse,  its 
Custom  House,  its  Art  Museum;  the  material 
of  our  best  business  houses  and  banks,  the  material 
native  to  the  district. 

A  small  city  like  Portliind,  Maine,  can  afford 
granite  for  its  city  hall;  New  York  Cit>-  builds 
its  municipal  building    of    granite;    Chicago  uses 
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granite  in  tier  city  hall.  The  matter  is  self- 
evident  that  Boston's  municipal  building  should 
be  granite.  The  incongruity  of  the  present  City 
Hall  of  granite  and  the  annex  of  a  cheaper,  softer 
stone  is  beyond  reason.  Boston  with  its  many 
rich  citizens,  who  lavish  on  their  private  enter- 
prises the  best  the  country  affords;  the  center  of 
fine  arts,  the  home  of  letters,  one  of  .the  greatest 
industrial  places  in  the  country,  and  to  be  the 
center  of  a  great  dock  system,  is  now  building  a 
so-called  City  Hall  Annex,  which  in  reality  is  a 
municipal  building  of  prime  importance,  which 
is  to  house  most  of  the  departments  of  the  city. 

There  should  be  no  question  about  economy 
of  materials.  Granite,  the  mo.st  beautiful  and 
lasting  stone  for  building,  is  in  our  midst.  It 
should  be  used  here,  or  else  the  present  men  in 
control  of  our  city  will  be  looked  on,  in  the  future, 
as  not  having  been  full  size. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  erecting  the  annex  of 
inferior  material.  It  will  be  the  municipal  build- 
ing of  Boston  for  years  to  come  and  this  site  with 
its  many  civic  associations  will  continue  as  the 
center  of  city  government,  even  after  the  business 
district  has  increased  far  beyond  its  present  con- 
fines. 

We  cannot  neglect  the  fact  that  proximity  to 
the  business  center  makes  it  all  the  more  impera- 
tive that  the  City  Hall  Annex  should  be  built  of 
material  worthy  of  the  larger  building  of  which  in 
years  to  come  it  may  be  but  a  part. 

I  was  not  consulted  until  after  the  appropriation 
for  the  City  Hall  Annex  was  made,  and  I  have  tried 
to  keep  within  same  and  to  produce  a  building 
worthy  of  Boston.  Now  I  am  obliged  to  ask  for 
only  a  small  additional  sum  to  accomplish  the 
tasic.  Why  should  it  not  be  granted?  You,  I 
know,  are  as  anxious  that  Boston  should  have  a 
proper  building  as  I  am  and  as  the  public,  who  have  • 
expressed  their  opinion  through  the  papers  and  by 
letter. 

I  trust  you  will  consider  this  well  and  accord 
this    important   pro,iect,    which    concerns    all    the 
people  of  Boston,  the  support  it  deserves. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Edwakd  T.  p.  Graham, 

Architect. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


HAT   PIN   ORDINANCE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  22,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from 
Mrs.  Stephen  Buhrer  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  inclosing 
a  copy  of  the  hat  pin  ordinance  which  is  in  force 
in  that  city. 

Yours  very  trulj', 
.loHN  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

The  Cleveland  Congress  of  Mothers 

and   Parent-Teachers   for   the 

Welfare  of  the  Child, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald," 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  inclosed  is  an  ordinance  we  had 
to  have  enforced,  and  which  has  been  law  for  over 
two  years,  working  good.     Hope  it  may  help  you. 
►Sincerely, 
(Mrs.)  Marguerite  P.  Buhrer. 

Ordinance  No.  20892. 

Section  1.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Council  of  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  that  no  person  while  on  the  public 
streets  or  ways  of  the  city,  nor  while  riding  upon 
any  street  car,  running  from  place  to  place  within 
the  city,  nor  in  any  elevator  operated  in  any  build- 
ing in  the  city,  to  which  the  public  is  admitted, 
shall  so  wear  any  hat  pin  that  the  exposed  point 
thereof  shall  protrude  more  than  one-half  (2)  inch 
beyond  the  crown  of  the  hat  in,  upon  or  through 
which  such  pin  is  worn  unless  such  hat  pin  shall 
have  the  point  covered  with  some  sort  of  a  blunt 
contrivance,  guard  or  other  safety  device. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  foregoing  section  shall  be  fined  not 
exceeding  $.50  for  each  offence. 

Sect.  3.  This  ordinance  shall  be  in  full  force  and 
effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  approval  and  due 
publication.     Passed  May  22,  1911. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  appoint  .John  A.  McKeon,  27  Belknap 
street,  East  Dedham,  Mass.,  a  Weigher  of  Coal  for 
the  year  ending  April  30,   1913. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  tlie  law. 


SALE   OF   PAVING   BLOCKS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Pubhc  Works,  requesting  that  he 
be  granted  permis.sion  to  sell  50,000  old  paving 
blocks,  the  property  of  the  Paving  Service  of  the 
Highway  Division,  th^  estimated  value  of  which  is 
$1,000,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  which  authorizes  him  to  sell  this 
property. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  28,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  respectfully  request  that  an  order  be  presented 
to  the  City  Council  for  permission  to  sell,  after 
being  duly  advertised,  50,000  old  paving  blocks, 
the  property  of  the  Paving  Service  of  the  Highway 
Division,  estimated  value,  $1,000. 
Yours  respectfully, 

♦;.    K.    ROURKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  at  auction  or 
otherwise,  after  due  notice  by  advertisement,  fifty 
thousand  old  paving  blocks,  the  property  of  the 
Paving  Service  of  the  Highway  Division,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  said  sale  to  be  credited  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Works  Department,  Highway 
Divi.sion. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.; 

Claims. 

Nora  C.  Mahoney,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim 
for  injuries  received  at  Draper  street  and  Homes 
avenue,  Dorchester. 

Daniel  A.  O'Learj',  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  on  Cumberland  street. 

Andrew  McCallan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  at  24  West 
Dedham  street. 

Ellen  F.  Gavin,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  422  Broadway  by  employees  of  the  Public 
Grounds  Department. 

Charles  E.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  34  Berwick  park  by  surface  water. 

Ordinances. 
Communication     from     United      Improvement 
Association  requesting  reason  for  delay  in  proposed 
consolidation  of  park  and  other  departments. 

Executive. 
Fishman   Brtfthers  Loan   Company,   for  license 
to    sell,    rent    or    lease    firearms   at    52    Shawmut 
avenue.  Ward  7. 


BUILDING    MATERIAL,   CITY   HALL 
ANNEX. 
The  following  was  received; 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

October  28,  1912. 
John  J.  Attridge,  Esq.,  President,  •• 

Boston  City  Council: 
My  dear  Mr.  Attridge, — We  published  last  week 
in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  News  a  letter  from 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Msij-or  Fitzgerald  in  reference  to  tlie  material  to 
be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  annex  to  Ciiy 
Hall,  and  suggested  that  those  members  of  the 
Cliamber  who  were  interested  in  the  matter 
•write  letters  expressing  their  views. 

As  a  result  five  letters,  all  favoring  the  use  of 
granite,  were  received.  In  order  that  the  City- 
Council  may  know  what  the  views  of  the  writers 
are  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  inclose  them  here- 
with. 

Neither  the  Chamber  nor  any  committee  of  it 
has  made  any  recommendation  in  reference  to 
this  matter;  and  the  letters  should  therefore  be 
taken  solely  as  representing  the  views  of  the 
writers. 

Yours  very  truly, 
J.  B.  Russell,  President. 

Indosures: 

Letter  of  C.  H.  Blackall,  October  21,  1912. 

Letter  of  Thomas  A.  Forsyth,  October  25,  1912. 

Letter  of  Sylvester  Baxter,  Secretary  Metro- 
politan Improvement  League,  October  25,  1912. 

Letter  of  G.  A.  Shepard,  October  25,  1912. 

Letter  of  W.  F.  Kearns,  October  25,  1912. 


Re  City  Hall  Annex. 

Boston,  October  21,  1912. 
James  A.  McKibben,  Esq., 

Secretary  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Dear  Sir, — I  wish  to  urge  that  the  Chamber 
should  express  itself  unequivocally  regarding  the 
material  for  the  City  Hall  Annex.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  question  but  that  granite  is  the  only 
suitable  material  for  this  climate  and  a  building  of 
that  description,  and  to  build  it  of  anj^thing  else  is 
to  show  a  poor  consideration  for  the  durability 
which  we  should  expect  from  Boston  City  Hall. 
The  difference  in  cost  is  less  than  eight  per  cent 
(8%),  but  it  is  not  wholly  a  question  of  money  but 
of  putting  up  a  building  which  will  last  more  than 
one  generation,  for  the  experience  of  limestone  in 
this  climate  has  proven  that  it  does  not  endure  in 
the  same  way  as  a  properly  selected  granite. 
Yours  truly, 
C.  H.  Black.4LL,  Architect. 


Boston,  October  25,  1912. 
Mr.  James  A.  McKibben, 

Secretary  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

My  dear  Sir, — There  has  been  considerable 
controversy  of  late  as  to  the  material  best  suited 
for  the  Boston  City  Hall  Extension  or  "ell." 

It  seems  that  the  bid  was  originally  for  this 
exterior  work  of  the  addition  to  our  City  Halt^  to 
be  of  Indiana  limestone.  The  Mayor  not  desiring 
this  combination,  i.  e.,  the  use  of  limestone  for  ihe 
"ell"  and  granite  for  the  main  building,  he  has 
requested  other  bids,  for  it  seems,  upon  investiga- 
tion, that  it  is  but  a  matter  of  a  few  thousand  dol- 
lars standing  between  this  idea  of  making  this 
combination  of  stone  already  mentioned  and  hav- 
ing the  building  in  entirety  of  granite. 

Information  has  been  given  the  writer  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Mr.  Sullivan, 
has  taken  the  ground  that  there  is  but  little  dif- 
ference, and  therefore,  choice  between  the  two 
materials — that  one  is  as  good  as  the  other,  prac- 
tically speaking. 

Personally  I  wish  to  take  exception  to  this  opin- 
ion, if  I  may  be  granted  permission  of  so  doing,  for 
the  use  of  "the  one  stone  througliout  is  obviously 
advantageous,  the  ground  also  taken  by  any  of 
those  to  whom  I  have  broached  the  subject. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  matter  may  be  treated 
with  the  careful  consideration  that  it  deserves,  for 
it  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  city,  Boston  partic- 
ularly so,  where  the  beauty  of  public  buildings  is 
so  greatly  prized  and  so  frequently  boasted  of  to 
our  visitors. 

My  opinion  is  that  there  are  a  number  of  quar- 
ries, even  here  in  Massachusetts,  that  are  in  posi- 
tion to  furnish  this  proper  grade  of  granite,  and  I 
do  hope  tliat  the  specification  may  be  so  modified 
that  those  in  authority  in  such  affairs  as  these  shall 
decide  to  use  granite  for  the  construction  of  the 
City  Hall  "ell, "  that  the  entire  building,  main  body 
and  extension,  be  of  the  one  harmonious  stone. 

Feeling  confident  you'll  appreciate  tfie  spirit 
in  which  I  address  you  on  the  subject,  that  of  a 
citizen  at  all  times  interested  in  the  welfare  of  this 
grand  city  of  ours,  and  with  my  very  good  wishes, 
believe  me  to  remain. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Thomas  A.  Forsvth. 


Boston,  October  25,  1912. 
James  A.  McKibben,  Esq., 

Secretary  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce: 
Dear  Sir, —  It  is  the  sentiment  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Improvement  League  that  the  City  Hall  .'Vnnex 
should  be  constructed  of  granite  rather  thtm  lime- 
stone. It  should  harmonize  with  the  City  Hal! 
itself,  which  is  of  granite.  And  since  the  new 
structure  is  likely  eventually  to  be  extended  to 
replace  the  present  City  Hall  it  is  important  that 
it  should  be  built  of  the  most  durable  and  present- 
able material. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Sylvester  B.^xteb,  Secretary. 

Boston,  October  25,  1912. 
Mr.  James  A.  McKibben, 

Secretary  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce: 
Dear  Sir, —  In  your  recent  issue  of   October  21, 
Chamber  of  Commerce   News,  I  have  noticed  that 
you  ask  for  opinions  regarding  the  use  of  limestone 
or  granite  for  the  new  City  Hall  Annex. 

Speaking  as  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, as  well  as  an  architect,  I  feel  that  the 
recent  recommendation  of  the  Mayor  for  the  use 
of  granite  in  place  of  the  limestone  should  be 
adopted.  The  massive  scale,  as  well  as  the  charac- 
ter of  the  building,  demands  the  use  of  material 
of  more  lasting  quality  and  a  coarser  texture  than 
that  of  limestone. 

■\'ery  trulj'  yours, 

G.  F.  Shepard. 

Cambridge,  October  25,  1912. 
Mr.  James  A.  McKibben, 

Secretary  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce: 
Dear  Sir, — As  a  builder  of  twenty  j-ears'  ex- 
perience and  a  constructor  in  that  time  of  many 
buildings,  I  wish  to  go  on  record  as  absolutely 
opposed  to  the  use  of  limestone  in  the  construction 
of  the  City  Hall  Annex. 

I  consider  granite  very  much  the  superior  for 
this  structure  and  sincerely  trust  that  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  will  exert  its  influence  towards 
securing  the  use  of  granite  as  against  limestone 
in  this  building. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  F.  Ke.\hns. 
Member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  October  2S,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council,  Boston: 

Gentlemen, —  When  bids  were  asked  for  the 
construction  of  the  City  Hall  Annex  some  time 
ago,  the  George  A.  Fuller  Company  submitted  a 
proposal  which  was  the  lowest  for  granite  con- 
struction. Some  weeks  after  the  bids  were  sub- 
mitted we  were  informed  at  the  Mayor's  office 
that  the  contract  was  to  be  awarded  to  other 
parties  for  limestone  construction,  with  the  privi- 
lege within  sixty  days  after  the  date  of  the  contract 
to  change  the  same  to  granite  construction.  We 
asked  the  question  at  the  time,  why,  if  granite  was 
to  be  considered,  the  Council  could  not  be  asked 
for  the  additional  appropriation  before  the  contract 
was  let  and  not  afterwards,  but  received  no  satis- 
factory reply.  Had  we  not  a  right  to  assume  that 
if  granite  was  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
City  Hall,  that  we  should  be  awarded  the  contract. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  contract  has 
been  awarded,  we  still  believe  that  the  building 
should  be  constructed  of  granite,  as  we  are  certainly 
interested  in  seeing  the  municipal  buildings  of 
Boston  reach  the  highest  standard  of  architecture 
and  construction. 

Yours  verj-  truly, 
George  A.  Fuller  Company, 
J.  E.  Fuller,  Vice  President. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSE. 

A  copy  of  coal  and  coke  license  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Communications    were    received    from    the    fol- 
lowing-named    parties     certifying    that    certain 
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buildings  were  used  for  the  storage  of  explosives, 
arid  of  intention  to  use  same  for  the  ensuing  year, 
viz.: 

Frank  H.  Thorp,  200  Mt.  Vernon  street.  Ward  23. 

Public  Works  Department,  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


SOCIAL   LAW   LIBRARY  — BOND. 

The  bond  of  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.,  treasurer  of 
the  Proprietors  of  (he  .Social  Law  Library,  tiled  in 
accordance  with  chapter  241  of  the  Acts  of  1912, 
was  received  and  approved  by  the  City  Council 
acting  as  County  Commissioners. 


SALARY   OF   PROBATION    OFFICER. 

Notice  Wiia  received  from  the  Municipal  Court 
of  the  City  of  Boston  of  the  appointment  of 
Alfretta  P.  Mc'Clure  as  female  assistant  probation 
officer  for  said  court,  in  place  of  Elizabeth  L. 
Tuttle,  retired,  with  a  salary  of  $1,200  per  year 
from  and  after  the  nineteenth  day  of  October, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  eight  newsboys, 
one  bootblack  and  one  vendor,  recommending 
that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
bu.siness,  Nos.  1  and  2,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  J)y  the 
Mayor  October  21,  1912,  viz.: 

1.  William  F.  Lyon  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

2.  Joseph  Lane,  Frank  L.  Cronin  and  Charles 
Wareing  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number 
of  votes  cast  8,  yfeas  8,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


INFORMATION    CONCERNING    LIGHTING 
CONTRACT. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  Com- 
missioner Rourke  be  requested  to  come  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  to-day  and 
give  us  any  information  that  he  desires  relating  to 
the  new  gas  lighting  contract. 

Passed. 


ROWING    MACHINES,    PARIS    STREET 
GYMNASIUM. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Bath 
Department  be  requested  to  place  rowing  machines 
in  the  up.stairs  unused  room  in  the  Paris  Street 
Gymnasium,  East  Boston. 

Passed. 


LAYING   OUT   OF   STREETS. 

Qoun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  (.$200,000)  be 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  for  the  con- 
struction of  new  streets,  and  that  to  meet  the  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates -of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  .said  amount. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  two  or  three 
weeks  ago  I  introduced  an  order  asking  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
borrowing  more  money  for  the  construction  of  new 


streets.  Just  prior  to  that  time  my  friend  from 
West  Roxbury,  Coun.  Coulthurst,  put  in  an  order 
requesting  the  Street  Commissioners  to  submit 
to  the  City  Council  a  list  of  live  petitions  which 
were  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  the  construction  of  new  streets,  and  it 
was  estimated  that  something  like  $1,600,000  of 
live  petitions  were  stilf  before  that  department. 
I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  a  great  stroke  could 
be  made  either  by  the  City  Council  starting  loans 
or  by  the  Mayor  originating  them  for  the  next 
two  or  three  years,  towards  cleaning  up  the  con- 
slruction  of  new  streets  in  the  suburl^an  districts. 
A  million  dollars  could  be  spent  every  year  for  the 
next  three  or  four  years,  and  I  believe  then,  and 
only  then,  will  we  handle  the  proposition-  in  an 
up-to-date  modern  way,  as  it  should  be  handled 
by  a  municipality  with  the  wealth  of  Boston.  The 
city's  development  has  far  outgrown  the  amount 
of  money  that  the  city  government  of  the  past 
ten  to  fifteen  years  fiave  appropriated  for  new 
streets;  and  I  submit  that  order  in  cooperation 
with  and  after  consultation  with  the  gentleman 
from  West  Roxbury,  wfio  has  given  tlie  matter 
considerable  study  before  and  .since  coming  into 
the  Board.  I  hope  in  due  time  the  Committee  on 
Finance  will  give  this  matter  consideration.  This 
is  a  very  appropriate  time  to  give  the  money  for 
this  purpo.se,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  in  the 
winter  months  the  department  can  make  plans, 
tiic  engineers  can  make  estimates,  and  in  the 
spring  new  streets  can  be  built.  At  the  present 
time  we  are  having  streets  built  that  cannot  be 
accepted  for  six  months. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  this 
order  was  introduced  by  Coun.  Collins  after  con- 
sultation with  my.self.  We  are  both  in  agreement 
that  there  is  pressing  need  at  the  present  time  that, 
more  money  be  appropriated  for  street  construc- 
tion. Some  weeks  ago  I  introduced  at  a  session  of 
this  body  an  order  requesting  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  furnish  us  with  a  list  of  the  streets  for 
which  petitions  were  pending  before  them  for 
acceptance,  widening  or  reconstruction;  and  in  the 
minutes  of  the  City  Council  of  Mondaj:,  Septem- 
ber .30,  there  appears  a  communication  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  furnishing  us  with  a  list  of 
streets  for  which  at  the  present  time  there  is  need 
of  acceptance  or  construction.  Those  streets 
appear  in  Wards  1,  2,  11,  13,  14,  16,  17,  19,  20, 
21,  22,  23,  24  and  2.'>.  The  bulk  of  them  are  in 
the  suburban  wards — namely.  Wards  21,  23,  24 
and  25.  The  amount  for  whieli  there  is  immediate 
need  is  estimated  by  the  Street  Commissioners  as 
.'Sl,6(>8,188.  We  have  attempted  to  meet  that 
situation  this  year  by  appropriating  $300,000. 
That  $300,000  was  merely  a  drop  in  the  bucket. 
At  the  present  time  two-thirds  of  the  mileage  of 
streets  in  the  West  Roxbury  district  are  private 
streets,  and  the  same  situation  is  more  or  less  true 
in  the  other  suburban  wards.  We,  as  members  of 
the  City  Council,  are  charged  with  the  duty  of 
meeting  this  situation.  There  is  a  boom  in  the 
Ijuilding  bu.siness  in  the  suburbs.  They  are  put- 
ting up  houses,  and  putting  them  up  on  private 
streets.  Taxalile  values  are  being  added  to  the 
city  every  week  and  every  month,  and  we  are  not 
with  this  paltry  appropriation  of  $300,000  meet- 
ing the  situation.  What  did  that  $300,000  mean 
this  year?  It  meant  that  only  one  person  out  of 
six  can  be  .satisfied,  that  but  one  petitioner  out  of 
six  can  have  his  petition  granted.  It  is  not  right 
to  have  people  ,  of  moderate  tneans — and  such 
people  .are  the  ones  who  build  out  in  the  suburbs 
mostly— go  out  there  arul  spend  four,  five,  six 
or  seven  thousand  dollars  for  a  home  and  find 
themselves  located  on  a  private  street,  paying  the 
same  taxes  practically  that  are  paid  by  their  fellow 
citizens  on  accepted  streets,  and  being  without 
street  watering  and  other  conveniences  that  go 
with  accepted  streets.  Coun.  Collins  and  myself 
have  decided  to  press  very  vigorously  for  more 
serious  consideration  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
Council  fo-r  the  matter  of  street  construction  and 
acceptance  of  private  streets;  and  so  this  order  has 
been  introduced  to-day  by  Coun.  Collins  as  the 
residt  of  a  conference  with  myself. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


SIDEWALK,    METROPOLITAN   AVENUE. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Comrai.ssioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  side- 
walk along  the  southerly  side  of  Metropolitan 
avenue,  between  Washington  and  Kittredge  streets, 
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Ward  23,  in  front  of  tlie  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewallc  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  -nadth, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite 
edgestones.  Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437 
of  the  Acts  of  1893. 
Passed. 


RELOCATION   OF   CENTRE   STREET. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order  —  That 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($200,- 
000)  be  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  e.spended  by  the 
Street  Commissioners,  for  the  relocation,  widening 
and  reconstruction  of  Centre  street,  West  Ro.xbury, 
between  Spring  and  South  streets,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  323,  Acts  of  1891, 
and  amendments  and  additions  thereto;  and  that 
to  meet  the  said  appropriation  the  Citj'  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  Centre 
street.  West  Roxbury,  furnishes  a  good  illustration 
of  the  needs  of  the  suburbs.  It  is  the  backbone  of 
the  West  Roxbury  district,  a  distinctly  suburban 
district  of  the  city  that  is  now  growing  with 
tremendous  leaps  and  bounds.  I  think  I  am  safe 
in  saying  that  West  Roxbury  proper,  through 
which  this  street  runs  —  not  now  referring  to  the 
old  town  of  West  Roxbury,  but  to  the  present 
West  Roxbury  ■  proper  — =-  contains  about  one- 
seventh  of  the  entire  area  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  Centre  street  runs  right  through  and  is,  you 
might  say,  the  backbone  of  that  district.  There 
has  been  an  agitation  for  years  for  the  widening 
and  reconstruction  of  Centre  street,  which  has 
now  culminated  in  the  petitions  of  the  two  repre- 
sentative citizens  associations  of  the  district, —  the 
West  Roxbury  Citizens  Association  represented 
by  Ephraim  Harrington,  president,  and  others, 
and  the  Roslindale  Citizens  Association,  repre- 
sented by  George  W.  Carruth,  president,  and 
others.  It  is  also  supported  by  the  West  Roxbury 
Women's  Club,  an  organization  of  300  members, 
represented  by  their  civic  committee,  and  the 
United  Improvement  Association  of  Boston, 
which  is  lending  its  aid  to  this  improvement, 
represented  by  its  secretary,  Mr.  Eaton.  Living 
out  in  that  district  I  am  familiar  with  the  great 
need  for  this  improvement  and  also  with  the  great 
public  demand  for  it,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that 
these  petitions  be  placed  on  file  and  that  the  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  con- 
sideration this  afternoon. 

The  petition  of  the  We~t  Roxbury  Citizens 
Association  and  others,  signed  by  Ephraim 
Harrington  and  others,  was  presented  and  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 


INVITATION  TO  MR.  WALSWORTH. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  Mr. 
Roscoe  Walsworth  be  invited  to  attend  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  lay  before 
us  his  view  of  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company 
dispute. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


The  Council  voted,  at  4.04  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  to  take  a  recess,  and  reconsideration 
prevailed. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  we  now  await  the  pleasure  of  the  Mayor. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Coun.  Ballantyne 
moves  that  the  Mayor  be  invited  to  be  present. 

Coun.  Ballantyne's  motion  was  carried.  The 
City  Messenger  notified  the  Mayor  that  the 
Council  awaited  his  attendance,  and  the  JNIayor 
presently  appeared  before  the  body. 


QUESTIONS   TO   THE   MAYOft. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Gentlemen,  I  am  here 
this  afternoon  in  obedience  to  the  request  of  the 
City  Council  on  an  order  offered  by  Coun.  Smith, 
"That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  or  the  proper  depart- 
ment, be  requested  to  appear  at  the  next  regular 


meeting  of  the  Council  and  answer  the  following 
questions,  in  accordance  with  section  7  of  the 
charter: 

"1.  In  what  location  did  the  Mayor  and  Park 
Commis.sioners  consider  the  people  of  Mattapan 
desired  their  new  playground  to  be  located?" 

Mr.  Shea,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Park 
Department,  is  here  to  answer  that  question.  As 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  know,  of  course,  the 
charter  places  obHgations  upon  the  officials  in  the 
different  branches  of  the  city  government.  In 
accordance  with  that  the  Park  Commissioners  held 
a  hearing  at  which  it  was  determined  by  them 
that  the  site  selected  was  the  most  advantageous 
site  for  the  city,  and  the  one  that  would  give  the 
largest  amount  of  benefit  to  the  community.  As 
I  understand  it,  that  site  was  purchased  for  some 
thousands  'of  dollars  less  than  the  assessed  valua- 
tion, and  I  will  ask  Mr.  Shea  to  tell  us  the  details 
with  as  much  precision  as  he  can  as  to  just  what 
the  Park  Commissioners  did  in  regard  to  that  site. 

"1.  In  what  location  did  the  Maj-or  and  Park 
Commissioners  consider  the  people  of  Mattapan 
desired  their  new  playground  to  be  located? 

"2.  Were  there  any  considerations  which 
entered  into  the  final  selection  of  location  to  over- 
come the  desires  of  the  people  of  that  clistrict?" 

I  will  call  upon  Mr.  Shea.  Mr.  Shea,  as  briefly 
as  you  can,  will  3'ou  tell  us  what  means  the  Park 
Commissioners  used  to  find  out  what  location  w-as 
desired  by  the  people  of  Mattapan  for  their  play- 
ground? 

Mr.  JAMES  B.  SHEA— Well,  at  a  meeting 
which  I  did  not  attend,  the  Park  Commissioners 
asked  all  interested  in  any  playground  site,  where 
they  had  an  appropriation,  to  appear  before  them. 
The  interest  in  the  Ward  24  playground  site 
seemed  to  be  centered  altogether  in  the  Norfolk 
street  property,  and  that  was  given  expression  to 
by  the  Ward  24  Improvement  Association,  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Duffy,  whom  I  do  not  know. 
Several  letters  w-ere  written  by  him,  in  behalf  of 
the  association,  recommending  that  Ward  24  site. 
After  all  the  information  that  the  Park  Com- 
missioners could  get  was  obtained,  thej-  ^^sited 
the  different  sites.  A  great  deal  of  preliminary 
information  had  already  been  obtained  through 
our  subordinates  as  to  prices  of  the  different  loca- 
tions and  of  the  available  sites  in  the  ward.  After 
all  this  information  w-as  obtained  the  full  Board, 
with  mj-self  and  the  engineer,  visited  these  places, 
and  of  their  own  accord,  after  looking  over  the 
sites,  decided  that  the  Norfolk  street  site  was  the 
most  central  and  desirable,  so  far  as  the  money 
appropriated  was  concerned  and  so  far  as  the 
population  was  concerned.  It  was  near  to  the 
schools  and  more  central  than  the  other  sites  that 
had  been  mentioned.  If  there  is  anything  further 
that  I  can  sa>'.  giving  specific  information,  I  would 
be  glad  to  do  it. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— I  would  like  to  have 
Mr.  Kiley  state  the  position  of  the  Mayor's  office, 
and  then,  if  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
wish  to  ask  any  questions,  I  think  they  can  do 
so  with  clear  information.  It  is  the  practice  of 
the  Mayor's  office  when  these  orders  pass  the 
City  Council  to  refer  them  to  the  particular 
department  concerned:  and  as  this  is  a  matter 
that  involves  the  purchase  of  land.  I  asked  Mr. 
Kiley  to  report  to  the  Mayor's  office,  working  in 
connection  with  the  Park  Department,  upon  these 
matters.  Mr.  Kiley  was  the  Mayor's  representa- 
tive in  this  particular  matter,  and  he  will  state 
just  what  was  done. 

Mr.  JOHN  C.  KILEY— Last  March  we  had  a 
hearing  in  the  Mayor's  office  to  settle  the  play- 
ground question  in  the  districts  where  appropria- 
tions were  made,  as  in  Ward  2.  East  Boston, 
Ward  5,  Charlestown,  Ward  7.  Ward  19,  Wards 
20  and  24.  On  March  22  the  aldermanic  room, 
the  old  aldermanic  chamber,  was  filled  with  repre- 
sentatives from  those  different  districts,  requested 
to  appear  there  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  At  that 
time  the  Ward  24  playground  was  taken  up  and 
it  seemed  to  be  the  consensus  of  opinion  among 
those  from  Dorchester  that  the  playground  should 
be  placed  as  near  to  the  Roger  Wolcott  School 
as  possible,  at  the  corner  of  Norfolk  and  Morton 
streets.  Four  sites  were  considered  by  the  Park 
Commissioners,  I  believe — the  one  on  Norfolk 
street,  the  one  selected,  one  on  Morton  street, 
near  the  Roger  Wolcott  School,  two  on  River 
street,  Mattapan,  one  the  Conness  estate  opposite 
the  Consumptives'  Hospital  and  one  at  Mattapan 
square.  The  Park  Commissioners  took  the 
Norfolk  street  one,  which  I  think  was  the  best, 
and  which  I  think  the  residents  of  the  districts 
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favored.  I  think  the  award  was  $20,000  or  $21 ,000, 
and  the  assessed  valuation  was  about  .$23,000. 
As  to  Ward  2,  East  Boston 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— ,Iust  a  moment.  Is 
there  any  question  that  any  member  of  the  City 
Couneil  wishes  to  ask  Mr.  Kiley?  (No  response.) 
Are  there  any  questions  that  anyliody  in  the 
audienee  here  wishes  to  ask  him?  (No  response.) 
Mr.  Attridge,  as  President  of  the  Council,  says 
that  no  person  in  the  audience  is  privileged  to 
ask  a  question,  although  I  would  be  willing  that 
it  should  be  done.  Is  there  any  further  informa- 
tion that  the  members  desire  on  the  matter  of  the 
Mattapan  Playground?  (No  response.)  "3.  Do 
the  Mayor  and  Park  Commissioners  believe  that 
it  will  he  necessary  to  continue  paying  $300  rent 
of  the  present  playground  near  Mattapan  square?" 
Mr.  Sullivan,  that  is  under  vour  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  D.  HENRY  SULLIVAN— The  appropria- 
tion refers  to  Jones  Field.  I  have  been  in  no  %vay 
responsible  for  that.  The  custom  has  been  from 
year  to  year  for  the  Council  to  pass  an  order 
hiring  that  field  at  so  much  per  year.  For  the 
last  three  years  I  have  offered  some  objections  to 
the  hiring  of  that  ground,  and  my  objections  have 
not  prevailed,  and  consequently  the  ground  has 
been  used  every  year  for  that  purpose.  I  don't 
know  that  I  can  say  anything  more  in  the  matter, 
unless  the  Council  wishes  to  ask  some  questions 
concerning  it. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— I  understand,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  that  that  $300  comes  out  of  your  appro- 
priation? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— Yes,  sir. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— The  question  says 
"Park  Commissioners." 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— That  is  an  error  in  the 
Council's  order.  It  had  been  the  custom  in  some 
former  years  to  hire  areas  in  different  parts  of 
the  city  to  use  for  playground  purpoises. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Hasn't  there  been  a 
very  definite  demand  o\it  In  that  section  for  tliis 
particular  spot? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— Always. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— And  do  you  think  it 
necessary  now,  with  this  other  playground?  Do 
you  think  the  city  could  afford  to  provide  $300  a 
year  for  .Tones  Field,  or  some  other  neighborhood 
ground  there,  until  a  permanent  playground  is 
established,  or  do  vou  think  it  inadvisable? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— I  think  after  the_  Norfolk 
Street  Playground  is  established  there  is  hardly 
any  use  for  it. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Then  you  think  the 
matter  had  better  be  held  in  abeyance  until  the 
Norfolk  Street  Pljiyground  is  established? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— I  do:  yes,  sir. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Isn't  .Tones  Field  a  substantial 
distance  from  the  Norfolk  Street  Playground,  and, 
on  account  of  the  great  use  to  which  Jones  Field  is 
put  by  the  citizens  living  in  and  about  Mattapan 
square,  in  your  opinion  wouldn't  the  money  for 
that  playground,  the  $300,  be  well  invested  by  the 
city  even  though  Norfolk  Street  Playground  were 
used  next  year? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN — It  is  quite  convenient,  I 
admit,  but  I  believe  the  children,  the  boys  who 
use  it,  can  be  led  to  the  other  after  it  is  in  use.  If 
it  was  fully  equipped  they  wouldn't  perhaps  con- 
sider the  distance  as  a  great  item. 

Coun.  COLLINS — How  long  a  distance  would 
you  say  the  average  boy  would  have  to  walk  from 
Jones  Field  to  the  new  playground? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN — I  couldn't  say,  because  really 
I  haven't  walked  it.    I  have  gone  in  an  auto. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Is  it  half  a  mile? 

Coun.  COLLINS— More  than  that. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— I  should  .sav  fullv  that. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Isn't  $.300,  in  your 
opinion,  a  slight  investment  for  the  city  if  the  chil- 
dren would  otherwise  have  to  walk  half  a  mile? 
Women  cannot  take  children  half  a  mile  and  half 
a  mile  would  be  quite  a  walk  for  some  of  the  boys. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— It  is  used  chiefly  for  play- 
ground purposes  by  boys,  I  think,  and  not  by 
mothers  and  children. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Baseball? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— Baseball. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— And  the  distance  is 
half  a  mile? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN — I  should  say  more. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Very  welL  We  will 
take  it  up. 

Coun.  COLLINS — -Don't  you  recollect,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  after  the  hearing  in  the  old  alderm.anic 
chamber  before  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  that  it  was  practically  agreed  that 


a  new  playground  could  not  be  had  and  put  in 
service  for  this  year,  and  accordingly  this  $.300 
was  appropriated  to  take  care  of  the  year  just 
itessing  and  was  assented,  to  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  anrl  the  Park  Commissioners? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN — I  understood  that  that  was 
the  reason  for  it. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  Mayor,  my  purpose  in 
introducing  tlie  order  into  the  Council  was  simply 
to  find  out  that  point  that  Mr.  Sullivan  has  already 
'  spoken  of,  and  I  would  like  to  ask  one  question 
along  that  line.  If  the'  playground  on  Norfolk 
street  had  been  situated  nearer  Mattapan  square, 
wouldn't  it  have  removed  any  question  about 
paving  $300  a  year  for  Jones  Field? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— I  hardly  think  it  would.  It 
has  been  the  cu.stom  to  engage  that  field  for  quite 
a  number  of  years,  and  I  don't  think  that  would 
enter  into  the  proposition  at  all. 

Coun.  SMITH— Well,  if  I  understood  Mr. 
Sullivan  a  few  sentences  ago,  he  said  he  thought 
Jones  Field  was  not  necessary  now  that  the  play- 
ground had  been  established  at  Norfolk  .street. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN — Well,  I  understand  that  that 
was  simply  because  of  the  fact  that  up  to  a  year 
or  so  ago  there  had  not  been  any  available  play- 
ground in  that  whole  district,  and  I  felt  that  were 
a  playground  established  in  that  district,  perhaps 
it  would  accomplish  the  purpose  that  Jones  Field 
was  intended  for. 

Coun.  SMITH — Then  you  do  not  think  that 
the  locating  of  tiie  playground  at  Norfolk  street 
would  duplicate  unnecessarily  the  playgrounds 
in  that  district? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— Well,  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  location  of  playgrounds. 
The  feeling  now  seems  to  be  that  we  cannot  have 
too  many  of  them,  and  I  rather  agree  with  that 
idea. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Exactly. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN — The  tendency  now  is  to 
e.stablish  them  in  all  sections  and  make  them  as 
convenient  as  possible  for  all  communities,  and  I 
agree  with  tliat  idea. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Exactly. 

Coun.  SMITH — Of  course,  Mr.  Mayor,  if  I 
may  ask  another  question,  I  would  ask  if  there 
must  not  be  a  limit  to  that?  You  would  not  have 
a  playground  in  every  block? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN — If  the  matter  is  gone  into  in 
a  comprehensive  manner  I  think  all  difficulties 
might  be  overcome.  I  don't  believe  in  creating 
them  in  a  haphazard  manner,  but  giving  some 
thought  and  study  to  the  problem,  having  some 
comprehensive  system. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  would  like  to  ask  another 
question, — whether  Jones  Field,  in  your  opinion, 
is  any  farther  from  the  Norfolk  street  site  than 
the  Norfolk  street  .site  is  from  Franklin  Field? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN— I  should  say  "Yes." 

Coun.  SMITH — You  don't  think  the  new  site 
is  too  near  Franklin  Field  to  warrant  its  acceptance? 

Mr.  SULLIVAN — There  are  a  great  many 
advantages  to  the  ne%v  site.  The  price  is  very 
reasonable  and  it  seemed  to  be  ideally  located 
for  that  purpose.  With  very  little  grading  it 
could  be  made  a  very  fine  playground. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— "4.  What  are  the 
plans  of  the  above  authorities  in  regard  to  play- 
ground for  Hyde  Park?"  At  the  town  meeting 
in  Hyde  Park  I  appointed, a  committee  from  the 
citizens  there  and  asked  them  to  consider  the 
matter  of  a  site  for  the  Hyde  Park  Pla.vgroHnd 
and  report  to  my  office  what  they  woulcl  suggest, 
the  amount  of  money  that  would  be  required, 
and  an  available  location,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  that  conmrittce  has  not  reported. 

"5.  The  same  people  who  agitated  succes.sfully 
last  year  for  a  loan  of  $50,000  for  a  waterfront 
playground  in  East  Boston  are  again  before  the 
Council  asking  for  tlie  same  thing.  Is  there  any 
explanation  of  why  the  .$.50,000  borrowed  for  this 
purpose  was  spent  for  an  inland  lot  on  Paris 
street?" 

I  presided  at  the  hearing  on  the  question  of  the 
East  Boston  Playground.  I  have  had  a  good  deal 
of  experience  in  and  about  East  Boston  in  connec- 
tion with  various  public  improvements  in  the  past 
two  years.  There  has  been  the  agitation  in  regard 
to  the  location  of  a  library  site  and  the  agitation 
for  an  East  Boston  playground.  Down  in  my  office 
a  year  a^o  last  summer  Representative  Brophy  and 
other  citizens,  including  clergymen,  came  in,  rep- 
resenting the  boys  and  girls,  and  said  they  wanted 
a  playground  and  wanted  it  badly.  On  the  spur 
of  the  moment  I  asked  the  Council  to  appropriate 
$50,000  for  that  purpose.     We  had  a  hearing  in  the 
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aldcrmanic  chamber  and  a  number  were  present 
from  East  Boston,  Every  agency  was  employed 
to  get  the  fullest  possible  attendance  there.  They 
unanimously  voted  in  favor  of  the  site  that  the 
Park  Commissioners  subsequently  took.  There 
was  not  a  single  vote  against  it.  That  and  the 
Charlestown  situation  were  unique,  because  they 
were  the  only  two  instances  where  there  was 
unanimous  public  opinion  on  the  part  of  those 
interested.  I  sent  for  the  Park  Commissioners 
later.  I  told  them  about  this  agitation  for  a  play- 
ground on  the  water  front,  and  they  said,  "Mr. 
Mayor,  we  have  given  a  great  deal  of  our  time  to  a 
discussion  and  consideration  of  this  question. 
We  have  gone  over  the  ground  and  have  investi- 
gated the  matter  as  completely  as  can  be  clone,  and 
we  think  we  know  what  the  people  of  East  Boston 
wish,  and  we  are  simply  going  ahead  on  this  propo- 
sition," and  they  did.  As  I  have  .said,  and  as  Mr. 
Sullivan  has  intimated  here,  I  think  those  people 
believe  now  in  as  many  playgrounds  as  the  finances 
of  the  city  will  permit,  having  due  regard  to  other 
obligations  on  the  city  treasury,  I  was  through 
East  Boston  yesterday  afternoon,  about  five 
o'clock,  and  this  plaj'ground,  that  cost  about 
$50,000,  is  situated  in  a  very,  very  congested  sec- 
tion, some  distance  away  from  where  a  water  front 
playground  would  be  placed.  I  think  it  is  at  least 
a  third  of  a  mile,  and  I  believe  half  a  mile  from  the 
average  water  front,  and  it  is  a  mothers'  and 
children's  playground.  I  think  the  city  can  very 
well  afford  to  spend  .?50,000  for  this  playground, 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  on,  and  make  an 
appropriation  for  a  water  front  playground  at  the 
same  time.  Then  there  is  the  Ward  19  situation. 
Under  my  former  administration  money  was 
appropriated  for  a  Ward  19  Playground,  and  under 
the  present  administration  the  City  Council  voted 
an  additional  $60,000.  There  was  a  clash  out  in 
the  district.  I  agree  with  the  point  of  view  that 
the  people  out  there  have  expressed  many,  many 
times,  but  up  to  the  present  moment  I  cannot  get 
the  Park  Commissioners  to  agree  with  me.  Mr. 
Peabody  has  been  away  from  the  city  some  months, 
returning,  I  believe,  last  week,  and  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  get  hold  of  him.  He  is  away  from  the 
city  to-day.  But  he  is  very  much  opposed  to  the 
site  that  the  people  in  the  Ward  19  district  want, 
and  does  not  think  it  an  advantageous  thing  for 
the  city  to  get  it.  I  expect  to  have  further  dis- 
cussion with  the  Park  Commissioners.  But  in  the 
East  Boston  matter  they  said  they  found  out  what 
the  people  wanted,  and  it  was  their  business  and 
they  went  ahead  with  it.  It  is  the  same  way  with 
the  Ward  19  situation  up  to  the  present  time. 

Conn.  SMITH — Your  Honor,  I  don't  know 
whether  that  subject  is  closed  or  not.  I  beg  par- 
don,— I  don't  know  whether  you  have  finished. 

Mayor^  FITZGERALD— Do  you  wish  to  ask  a 
question  in  regard  to  East  Boston? 

Coun.  SMI'TH — I  think  before  asking  any  ques- 
tions, as  the  person  who  introduced  the  questions,  I 
ought  to  express  gratitude  to  your  Honor  for 
coming  here  and  not  only  specifically  answering  the 
questions  but  being  willing  to  answer  further  ques- 
tions, because  fairly  under  the  charter  section  the 
Mayor  is  not  required  to  answer  further  questions. 
I  think  it  must  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  the 
Council  that  he  is  willing  to  answer  further  ques- 
tions and  give  us  so  much  of  his  time.  I  wish 
also  to  say,  in  asking^hese  questions,  that  I  do  not 
do  so  at  all  in  a  spirit  of  antagonism.  Quite  the 
contrary.  In  asking  these  questions  I  think  we 
are  availing  ourselves  of  a  clause  in  the  charter  that 
will  bring  the  City  Council  and  the  Mayor's  office 
closer  together.  I  think  that  is  decidedly  neces- 
sary. I  think  that  working  at  arms'  length  the 
two  bodies  cannot  bring  about  the  greatest  good 
to  the  city,  and  so  I  want  to  say  that  in  asking 
these  questions  I  do  so  not  witli  any  antago- 
nism but  with  a  true  desire  to  get  together  more 
closely  with  the  Mayor's  ofBce.  I  would  like  to 
ask,  however,  Mr.  Mayor,  if  it  is  not  true  that  the 
petition  originally  signed  for  the  appropriation  of 
$50,000  by  the  residents  of  Ward  2,  of  East  Boston, 
was  not  headed  in  favor  of  a  water  front  playground, 
and  if  the  large  delegation  of  children  who  appeared 
at  your  office,  and  I  believe  first  brought  the  matter 
to  your  active  attention,  were  not  petitioning  for 
a  water  front  playground? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— I  should  like  to  say 
in  answer  to  that  that  I  think  that  is  ptobably 
true,  but  the  investigation  by  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners showed  that  such  a  plavground  would 
cost  between  Sl.50,000  and  $200,(300.  The  facts 
were  stated  to  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  who 
appeared    at    the    meeting.     All    the    facts,  were 


placed  before  them  by  the  Park  Commis.sioners  at 
this  open  meeting,  and  then  that  meeting  of  East 
Boston  citizens,  composed  of  representatives  of  all 
classes  of  citizens,  voted  unanimously  that  the 
Park  Commissioners  should  go  ahead  and  take  this 
playground. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  Mayor,  we  have  before 
us  how  a  request  for  a  loan  of  $200,000  for  a  water 
front  playground.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
water  front  playground  would  cost  more  than 
$50,000,  wouldn't  it  have  been  fairer  to  have 
asked  for  the  additional  amount  necessary  rather 
than  to  have  spent  the  .$50,000  that  was  given? 
I  think  all  the  members  of  the  Council  voted 
with  the  understanding  that  the  amount  was  for  a 
water  front  playgrounct.  Wouldn't  it  have  been 
fairer  to  hold  that  money  and  request  the  neces- 
sary balance  rather  than  to  spend  it  for  an  inland 
playground  and  take  the  burden  of  representing 
the  citizens  of  East  Boston  before  the  Park 
Commissioners? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— That  matter  was  put 
before  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  and  they  unani- 
mously decided  to  ask  the  Park  Commissioners 
to  spend  the  $50,000.  That  was  unanimously 
decided.     The  next  question,  I  believe,  is: 

"Did  Commissioner  Rourke  quote  your  views 
correctly  in  his  testimony  before  the  Council  on 
April  3,  1911,  viz.: 

"'  I  might  say  first,  offhand,  that  last  summer  I 
recommended  that  we  should  not  fool  any  more 
with  gas,  because  we  apparently  could  not  get  any 
more  concessions  from  the  gas  people,  and  that  we 
take  the  Edison  bid  and  put  in  electricity.  His 
Honor  the  JMayor,  I  think  very  wisel}",  objected 
to  that,  because  he  did  not  think  we  ought  to  put 
all  our  light  into  the  hands  of  one  companj-.  I 
think  myself  that  competition  'between  the  gas 
and  electric  interests  results  in  a  healthy  state  of 
affairs.  But  their  price  is  $22.31,  you  see,  for  a 
60  tungsten.' " 

Mr.  Rourke  did  quote  me  correctlj-. 

"On  June  29,  1911,  you  allowed  to  become 
effective  the  order  for  $300,000  for  a  new  gas 
lighting  equipment.  What  lamp  have  you  in 
mind  for  this  gas  equipment  that  is  better  than 
the  Graetzin  lamp?" 

I  answered  a  former  question  put  to  me,  that 
I  thought  an  electric  light  of  60  candle  power, 
that  could  be  gotten  for  much  less  money  than 
the  gas  lamp,  was  the  better  light,  and  that  is  a 
straight  answer  to  that  question.  My  object 
in  the  doing  of  the  thing  was  to  let  the  gas  people 
understand  that  unless  they  were  willing  to  take 
hold  of  this  question  of  gas  lighting  in  a  better 
manner  than  they  have  seemed  to  be  willing  to 
do  up  to  the  present  time  and  a  better  price,  we 
would  consider  the  question  of  the  lighting  of  the 
city  by  electricity,  and  that  answer  that"  I  gave 
to  the  City  Council  had  this  effect.  The  gas 
company  got  busy  with  the  city  officials,  with  the 
result  that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  has 
an  offer  from  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Com- 
pany of  $21.50  per  lamp,  which  is  about  S30,000 
a  year  better  than  the  present  price.  In  a  ten- 
years'  contract  that  would  save  $300,000,  or  in 
a  five-years'  contract  $150,000.  without  the 
expenditure  of  a  single  dollar  on  the  part  of  the 
city.  I  think  I  ought  to  state  on  this  question 
just  the  point  of  view  that  I  have  always  had. 
I  am  very  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  come  before 
the  City  Council,  and  I  appreciate  the  fairness 
of  the  position  that  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Smith. 
I  have  gone  out  before  the  people  in  the  different 
town  meetings  so  that  the  people  would  under- 
stand the  point  of  view  that  is  held  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  city,  because  after  all  the  Mayor  is  merely 
their  mouthpiece,  trying  to  do  what  they  want 
done;  and  I  think  it  is  a  splendid  provision  in  the 
charter  which  permits  the  Mayor  to  come  here 
into  the  open  board  and  answer  questions,  getting 
his  point  of  view  before  the  members  of  the  Council, 
and  they  in  turn  getting  their  point  of  view  before 
the  Mayor.  In  that  way  we  get  together.  Every 
day  different  propositions  come  from  all  interests 
and  all  classes  of  citizens  into  the  Mayor's  office 
■\s  I  have  said  in  public  meetings  before,  there 
are  millions  of  dollars  of  propositions  in  the  Mayor's 
office,  some  of  them  before  the  City  Council, 
that  need  attention.  I  felt  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  City  Council  to  consider  all  these  needs 
of  the  city  before  the  city  »-ent  into  the  business 
of  buying  a  lighting  equipment  on  borrowed 
money,  particularly  when  there  was  no  demand 
for  it  on  the  part  of  any  organization  of  citizens 
or  any  citizen.  I  have,  in  fact,  asked  Mr.  Rourke 
and   the   Superintendent  of   Lamps,    Mr.   Wade, 
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repeatedly  whether  there  was  any  complaint 
from  any  number  of  citizens  or  from  any  citizen 
in  regard  to  the  present  lighting  capacity  of  the 
city,  and  I  found  that  there  was  none.  At  the 
same  time  there  were  demands  from  every  section 
of  the  city  for  admittedly  necessary  public  im- 
provements. I  think  I  submitted  a  list  to  the 
City  Council  last  week  showing  demands  from 
various  sources  amounting  to  $(i,  139,747.  Mr. 
Codman  vsTites  a  letter  to  me  to-day  expressing 
the  point  of  view  of  an  interested  citizen  in  regard 
to  the  new  subway  that  is  going  down  Cambridge 
street.  He  points  out  the  urgency  that  exists 
for  expending  money  there  along  the  street  in 
connection  with  the  subway  line,  and  it  would 
cost  about  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  on  one  side, 
and  I  think  on  the  other  side  about  a  million 
dollars.  I  came  down  over  Arlington  street  to-day. 
A  great  many  people  have  spoken  to  me  about  the 
urgency  of  the  extension  of  Arlington  street 
through  Castle  .stjuare  and  across  Beacon  .street 
to  the  river.  It  is  obvious  that  it  must  be  done. 
That  improvement  will  cost  .15700,000  or  .$800,000, 
which  means  the  addition  of  another  three-cjuarters 
of  a  million  dollars.  There  is  an  act  now  pending 
before  the  people  that  I  think  will  be  accepted. 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
movement  in  the  Brighton  district  to  widen 
Faneuil  street;  and  I  see  some  gentlemen  here 
from  Ward  23  who  have  felt  for  years  that  the 
outlying  sections  of  the  city  have  been  neglected, 
and  that  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
should  be  spent  there  in  absolutely  necessary 
improvements.  There  is  an  act  calling  for  the 
expenditure  of  two  and  one  half  million  dollars, 
I  think  it  is,  .$.")00,000  a  year,  for  the  widening  and 
improvement  of  streets  in  various  sections  of  the 
city,  on  the  initiative  of  the  City  Council  and 
then  the  action  by  the  Street  Commissioners  arid 
acceptance  by  the  Mayor.  If  that  is  done  it  will 
add  two  and  one>-half  millions.  We  have  stopped 
the  work  on  Pleasant  street  because  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  money  market.  Mr.  Mitchell  and 
myself  consulted  with  Mr.  Slattery  for  some 
weeks  before  we  put  out  the  last  loan.  Mr. 
Smith  as  a  bond  man  knows  the  peculiarly  bad 
condition  of  the  market  until  within  the  last  few 
weeks.  Watertown  and  a  number  of  other  cities 
were  not  able  to  borrow  money,  and  things  looked 
very  bad.  The  atmosphere  is  somewhat  better 
now.  But  the  city,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  was 
not  al>le  to  put  out  the  Pleasant  street  loan. 
This  S300,000  borrowed  for  gas  equipment  four 
months  ago,  when  we  couldn't  borrow  a  dollar, 
came  in  very  handy,  liecause,  as  you  gentlemen 
understand,  all  money  borrow-ed  is  temporaiily 
available  for  other  public  improvements.  Rut 
at  this  time  of  stiff  and  high  money,  with 
$(),000,00()  of  requests  on  the  part  of  various 
city  departments,  backed  as  they  were  by 
public  opinion  in  many  sections  of  the  citj', 
I  did  not  think  we  were  justified  in  buying 
out  of  borrowed  money  a  lamp  equipment 
when  there  was  not  a  single  word  of  complaint 
against  the  present  method  of  street  lighting  by 
a  single  citizen  of  the  city.  This  present  method 
that  we  arc  using  is  being  used  by  other  numici- 
palities  and  towns  around  us.  Every  one  of  these 
cities  and  towns  u.ses'  this  present  equipment, 
and  I  think  we  must  agree  that  ours  is  better 
handled  than  that  of  other  cities  and  towns 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  When  the  City 
of  Boston  is  in  a  position  to  get  its  work  of  lighting 
the  .streets  in  outlying  sections  of  the  city  done 
by  the  same  methods  that  are  employed  by 
Brookline,  Newton,  Chelsea,  Matdcn.  by  all 
these  communities,  at  dollars  less  than  they  are 
able  to  do  it,  I  could  not  see,  in  view  of  these 
demands,  as  I  said  before,  amounting  to  $6,000,000, 
the  wisdom  of  my  going  out  as  chief  e.xecutive 
of  the  city  and  spending  that  money  until  after 
an  investigation  by  the  City  Council  of  these 
various  orders  that  are  before  us,  an  investigation 
which  would  .show  that  these  orders  could  be  set 
aside  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  city  to  go 
ahead  and  purchase  this  lamp  equipment.  That 
is  my  position  and  it  is  the  position  tiiat  I  intend 
to  maintain,  because  I  think  it  is  the  right  position. 
This  money  has  been  borrowed  and  I  authorized 
its  borrowing  to  test  it  out;  but  the  obligation 
on  me  is  to  see  whether  it  is  wise  to  spend  it. 
When  I  have  Mr.  Cole,  the  Fire  Commissioner, 
Mr.  Murphy,  the  chairman  of  the  Bath  Commis- 
sion, Mr.  .Shea  of  the  Park  Department,  Mr.  Rourke 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  the  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  Library  Department,  and 
those  in   charge  of   the   police   stations,   hospit;ils 


and  pauper  institutions  coming  to  me  and  saying, 
"Mr.  Mayor,  we  mu.st  have  money  for  these 
things,"  and  the  things  for  which  they  ask  money 
represent  crying  needs,  appealing  to  my  human 
instincts,  things  which  represent  the  real  human 
needs  of  the  city,  and  when  I  have  not  a 
petition  of  any  kind  from  any  source  for  the 
purchase  of  a  new  lighting  equipment,  I  think 
it  is  my  duty,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  to  wait 
until  the  City  Council  has  examined  these  needs, 
$(),0{)(),0()()  of  them,  and  has  said  to  me,  "Mr. 
Mayor,  we  don't  think  Mr.  Cole  is  right  yvhen  he 
wants  $22.5,000  for  a  new  fire  alarm  station;  we 
don't  think  that  the  widening  of  Harvard  street, 
Brighton,  at  a  cost  of  $35,000  should  be  done;  we 
don't  think  .$8,500  should  be  spent  to  strengthen 
Marino  Park  pier;  we  do  not  think  money  should 
be  expended  for  the  repair  of  the  footbridge  to 
Wood  Island  Park;  we  do  not  think  there  should  be 
a  building  for' contagious  diseases  at  the  hospital; 
we  do  not  think  there  should  be  amounts  expended 
for  new  sewers  or  for  the  high  pressure  water 
system  for  the  Long  Island  buildings,  for  Police 
Station  2,  for  Blossom  Street  Gymnasium,  for  the 
improvement  of  Commonwealth  avenue  near  the 
Fenway,  for  the  improvement  of  North  End  Park, 
for  Parker  Hill  Bath  House,  for  resurfacing  park 
roads,  for  East  Bo.ston  ferryboat,  for  municipal 
building,  Hyde  Park,  for  ho.spital  relief  station  at 
Hyde  Park,  for  a  municipal  building  in  Ward  17, 
on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  for  a  municipal  building  in 
Roslindale  or  Forest  Hills,  for  a  municipal  building 
in  Ward  12,  for  a  municipal  building  in  Charles- 
town,  including  police  station,  for  granite  for  City 
Hall  Annex,  for  Franklin  Field,  for  a  playground  on 
Massachusetts  avenue,  for  Norfolk  Street  Play- 
ground, for  Market  Street  Playground,  for  Wood 
Island  Park  Bath  House,  for  recreation  pier.  Ward 
2,  for  police  station.  South  Boston,  for  branch 
library,  Roslindale,  for  Norfolk  street  widening  or 
for  Brighton  incinerator."  There  are  these 
improvements  to  which  I  have  referred,  the 
expenditure  for  which  would  amount  to  $6,000,000, 
and  we  have  available  $1,317,000  for  the  purpose. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Might  I  ask  the  Mayor 
how  much  of  that  $6,000,000  is  pending  before  us 
on  orders? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Well,  the  loans  now 
before  the  City  Council  are  for  Brighton  incinera- 
tor, Norfolk  street  widening,  branch  library, 
Roslindale,  police  station.  South  Bo.ston,  munic- 
ipal building.  Ward  17,  recreation  pier,  Ward  2, 
and  bathhouse,  Wood  Island  Park,  amounting 
to  $660,000.  The  transfer  orders  now  in  the  City 
Council  are  for  Park  Department,  Franklin 
Field,  Massachusetts  Avenue  Playground,  Norfolk 
Street  Plavground,  Market  Street  Playground, 
$16,600,  and  for  granite  for  Citv  Hall  Annex, 
$75,000,  making  $91,600.  The  requests  at  district 
meetings  are,  for  Charlestown  municipal  build- 
ing, including  police  .station,  $200,000;  for  munici- 
pal building.  Ward  12,  $175,000;  for  municipal 
buikling,  Roslindale  or  Forest  Hills,  $190,000 
for  municipal  building.  Blue  Hill  avenue,  $200,000 
for  hospital  relief  .station,  Hyde  Park,  $81,1.50 
for  municipal  building,  Hyde  Park,  $150,000 
amounting  to  $996,150.  Then  there  are  miscel- 
laneous needs  that  have  been  put  before  the  City 
Council  at  various  times  as  follows:  Conta- 
gious diseases  building.  City  Hospital.  $297,800; 
sewers,  any  amount  from  $400,000  to  $1,000,000; 
high  pressure,  water  system,  $150,000;  i""'? 
Island  buildings,  $175,000;  Police  Station  2, 
,$75,000;  Blossom  Street  Gymnasium,  $15,000; 
improvement  of  Commonwealth  avenue  near 
Fenwav,  $80,000;  North  End  Park  improvements, 
.$40,000;  Parker  Hill  Bathhouse,  $20,000;  resur- 
facing park  roads,  $100,000;  East  Boston  ferry- 
boat, $125,000,  strengthening  Marine  Park  pier 
$8,500;  repairs  of  footbridge  to  Wood  Island 
Park.  $3, .500;  road  resurfacing,  $146,000;  Clielsea 
South  Bridge,  $80,000;  new  fire  alarm  station, 
$225,000;  .Jersey  street,  across  Back  Bay  fens, 
$80,000,  and  I  have  asked  the  Boston  American 
Ba.seball  League  to  pay  halt  the  amount  of  the 
construction  of  that  new  street;  motor  fire  appara- 
tus, $.50,000;  widening  Harvard  street,  Brighton, 
$35,000;  street  construction,  estimated  up  to 
.$1,000,000;  and,  in  connection  with  the  Cove 
Street  Bridge,  the  auditor's  report  shows  that  we 
owe,  with  interest  computed,  $770,197,  and 
Boston's  share  for  the  construction  of  Charles 
River  Embankment,  now  due,  is  $634,000. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Do  I  understand  that 
all  those  are  before  this  body  on  your  recom- 
mendation? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Well,  on  reoommenda- 
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tions  by  me  and,  as  I  liave  said,  suggested  at 
various  town  meetings  and  in  variotis  ways. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— What  I  really  wanted 
to  know  is,  how  much  of  that  is  really  here  before 
us  on  your  recommendation? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD  —  Approximately  per- 
haps '84,000,000.  Then,  of  cour.se,  there  is  the 
Cove  Street  Bridge  item,  computed  in  the  auditor's 
report,  with  interest,  at  8770,197.  The  Law 
Department  has  been  busy  on  that  matter.  That 
is  a  liability  of  the  city.  The  thing  has  not  yet 
been  settled.  There  have  been  a  number  of 
questions  arising  in  connection  with  it,  and  a 
committee,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  waited  upon 
the  representatives  of  the  road  a  couple^of  years 
ago.  The  Dock  Commissioners  have  been  con- 
sidering certain  questions  arising  in  connection 
with  that  Cove  Street  Bridge  matter.  Then 
there  is  Boston's  share  for  the  construction  of  the 
Charles  River  embankment,  now  due,  amounting 
to  .'$634,000.  That  is  a  liability  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Stevens,  the  State  Treasurer,  asked  us  some  time 
ago  to  pay  that,  but  we  told  him  that  he  would 
have  to  wait  another  year. 

Coun.  SMITH  —  I  would  like  to  ask  one  or  two 
questions  of  the  Mayor.  Before  doing  so,  may  I 
in  passing  point  out—one  or  two  slight  inconsis- 
tencies in  his  statements?  To  begin  with,  he 
saj's  that,  as  a  result  of  his  answer  to  my  questions, 
favoring  electric  equipment  instead  of  the  gas, 
the  gas  company  made  an  ofler  of  821.50  to  the 
city.  In  that  connection  I  may  say  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  gas  company  came  to  me  two 
days  after  I  introduced  my  first  questions  and  about 
three  weeks  before  the  Mayor  answered  as  he  has 
already  stated,  and  said  that  they  were  willing 
to  make  a  contract  for  821.50.  So,  w-hatever 
results  may  have  been  brought  about  by  the 
Mayor's  answer  to  my  questions,  that  certainly 
cannot  be  claimed  as  one  of  them.  Second,  we  have 
at  our  ow'n  doors,  in  the  city  of  Newton,  an  auto- 
matic device  for  lighting  the  lights  —  namely,  the 
Shaw  clock,  which  is  used  throughout  the  city.  I 
need  hardly  say  that  we  have  no  automatic  device 
in  this  city  adopted  by  the  Lamp  Division.  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  says  he  favors  electric  light  as 
opposed  to  gas  lamps  in  city  lighting. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD  —  I  beg  your  pardon,  I 
made  no  such  statement.  I  specifically  answered 
your  question,  and  said  I  considered  the  electric 
light  the  better  light,  but  whether  it  should  be 
substituted  for  gas  is  another  question. 

Coun.  SMITH  —  I  would  lilce  to  point  out, 
your  Honor,  that  it  the  electric  light  is  a  better 
light  than  the  gas  light,  as  you  say  your  opinion  is, 
you  have  under  the  Edison  contract,  which  was 
signed  in  Mayor  Hibbard's  administration  the 
right,  in  the  opinion  of  the  late  Corporation 
Counsel,  Mr.  Babson,  to  replace  every  one  of  the 
gas  lights  south  of  Dudle5'  street,  throughout 
the  city  proper,  with  electric  lights,  without  even 
coming  to  this  body  to  aslc  our  consent.  So  that 
if  you  really  favor  electric  lights,  or  if  you  really 
think  that  electric  lights  are  better  than  gas  liglits, 
you  have  the  jDOwer,  without  coming  before  us  in 
any  way,  shape  or  manner,  in  tlie  opinion  of  the 
late  Corporation  Counsel,  Mr.  Babson,  to  extend 
the  Edison  contract  to  about  2,500  lights,  every- 
thing south  of  Dudley  street. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Fifteen  hundred. 

Coun.  SIMITH — My  information  is  that  the 
number  is  between  2,000  and  2,500. 

Rfeyor  FITZGERALD— Fifteen  hundred,  isn't 
it,    Mr.   Rourke? 

Mr.  ROURKE— Yes,   sir;   1,500. 

Coun.  SMITH— And,  therefore,  I  should  like 
to  ask  you  whether  j'ou  think  it  better  to  replace 
those  gas  lights  with  electric  lights? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— We  have  already 
decided  to  do  that  with  those  1,500  lights. 

Coun.  SMITH — Then,  I  woidd  like  to  ask  one 
other  question,  or  one  or  two  other  questions. 
Your  Honor  made  a  trip  to  Europe,  and  a  part  of 
the  time  on  tliat  trip  was  spent  in  looking  over 
gas  equipment,  as  you  j'ourself  have  said.  I 
believe  that  Air.  Sullivan  went  with  somewhat 
the  same  purpose.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether 
you  found  from  your  European  investigations 
that  the  Welsbach  Company,  which  is  the  parent 
of  the  Rising  Svm  Lighting  Company,  had  installed 
inverted  gas  equipment  in  any  European* "cities, 
and  was  this  forced  on  the  Welsbach  Company  by 
the  demonstrated  superiority  of  competing  in- 
verted equipment?  In  other  words,  the  Wels- 
bach Company,  the  parent  of  the  Rising  Sun 
Company,  operates  in  European  cities,  and  has 
established  inverted  lights.     I   would  like  to  ask 


whether  this  was  brought  about  by  the  demon- 
strated superiority  of  the  inverted  lights? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— As  I  understand  it, 
where  they  have  placed  those  lights  it  is  with  high 
pressure,  and  of  course  that  is  impossible  in 
Boston,  except  at  great  expense.  The  only  demon- 
stration I  saw  of  the  kind  of  lamps  that  Mr.  Smith 
speaks  of  was  under  high  pressure,  and  it  would 
cost  some  hundreds  of  thousands,  perhaps  millions 
of  dollars,  to  equip  Boston's  streets  for  high 
pressure. 

Coun.  SMITH— Your  Honor,  I  desire  to  call 
your  attention  to  what  you  probably  know,  that 
the  gas  company  was  most  anxious  through 
Mayor  Hibbard's  administration  to  try  out  this 
very  high  pressure  lighting  and  were  willing  to 
install,  free  of  expense  to  the  city,  just  such  a 
system  on  a  small  scale  for  experimental  purposes, 
with  the  idea  of  proving  to  the  city  that  it  would 
be  cheaper  for  it  to  use  that  for  a  given  time  than 
the  present  system. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Of  course,  I  am  will- 
ing that  they  should  prove  it.  High  pressure  gas 
lighting  is  probably  the  best  in  the  world.  The 
gas  companj'  may  have  volunteered  to  do  that 
for  a  short  distance,  but  the  gentleman  will  under- 
stand that  the  average  high  pressure  main  is  laid 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  source  of  supply, 
and  that  in  Boston  the  source  of  supply  is 
miles  away.  I  never  understood  that  they  were 
willing  to  do  it.  I  think  Mr.  Rourke  would  jump 
at  the  opportunity,  if  the3'  are  really  willing 
to  put  high  pressure  light  in  all  sections  of  the  city. 
I  may  be  wrong  as  the  result  of  my  conference  with 
representatives  of  the  company,  but  I  never 
understood  that  they  were  willing  to  do  it,  and  I 
would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Rourke  what  his  impression 
was  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  ROURKE — I  never  heard  that  they  were 
willing  to  do  it.  The3-  never  made  such  an  offer 
to  me  along  that  line.  If  they  made  such  an  offer 
to  a  former  administration,  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Coun.  SMITH— Might  I  ask  his  Honor  the 
Maj'or  whether  he  is  willing  to  investigate  that 
matter  and  communicate  with  the  gas  company  in 
regard  to  it? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— I  shall  be  very  glad  to. 

Coun.  SMITH — May  I  ask  one  or  two  more 
questions? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Certainly. 

Coun.  SMITH — In  asking  the  questions  I  do  so 
with  the  utmost  fairness.  I  realize  that  the  ques- 
tions as  between  us  might  not  be  necessary,  but 
with  a  view  to  satisfying  the  public  they  are  neces- 
sarj'.  The  public  have  been  saying  things  that 
are  not  fair  to  public  officials  and  saying  them  to 
such  a  great  extent  that  it  is  only  fair  to  give  the 
Mayor  a  public  opportunity  to  deny  tliem.  I 
therefore  wish  to  repeat  questions  which  I  orig- 
inally asked  the  Council  to  ask  the  M.ayor.  Would 
you  favor  any  contract  which  eliminated  the  Rising 
Sun  Lighting   Companv.  even  as  a  subcontractor? 

Mayor  FITZGER.A.LD— I  favor  any  contract 
that  is  of  advantage  to  the  city,  regardless  of  the 
ones  with  ivhom  it  is  made. 

Coun.  SMITH — And  regardless  of  whether  the 
Rising  Sun  Lighting  Company  were  inchided  in 
it  or  not? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Councilor  Smith  knows 
that.    That  question  is  too  absurd  to  answer. 

Coun.  SMITH— That  is,  you  would  rather  not 
answer  it,  vour  Honor? 

Afavor  FITZGERALD- 1  have  answered  it. 

Coun.  SMITH — You  would  be  glad  to  sign  any 
contract  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  regardless  of 
whether  the  Rising  Sun  Lighting  Company  were 
in  it  or  not? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— I  certainly  would. 

Coun  SMITH — .•Mso  this  question:  Do  you  own 
anv  stock  in  the  Rising  Sun  Lighting  Company? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— That  is  a  perfectly 
improper  question,  but,  as  you  ask  it,  I  shall 
answer  it.  No,  I  do  not.  I  have  no  relations  with 
the  company  and  never  have  had:  and  I  have 
obtained  better  terms  for  the  city  and  the  work 
has  been  handled  in  a  better  way  under  my  admin- 
istration than  under  any  other  administration  of 
the  citv. 

Coun.  SMITH — The  other  part  of  that  question 
is  this:  Do  you  own  any  stock  in  the  parent  con- 
corn,  the  Welsbach  Companv? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Absolutely  none,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly. 

Coun.  SMITH — And  the  final  question  which 
I  wish  to  bring  up:  Did  3-ou  receive  any  campaign 
contributions? 
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Mayor  FITZGERALD— Not  a  dollar.  My 
campaign  contributions  are  sworn  to  down  in  the 
City  Clerk's  office.  Directly  or  indirectly,  I  have 
had  no  relations  with  the  Welsbach  Company  or 
the  Ri.sin(r  Sun  Company. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  know  that  your  Honor  appre- 
ciates the  spirit  in  which  the  questions  are  put. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— I  know  it. 

Coun.  SMITH— I  would  like  to  ask  the  rest  of 
the  question:  Did  you  receive  any  campaign 
contribution,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the 
Rising  Sun  Lighting  Company  or  from  Charles  H. 
Innes,  its  attorney? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Not  a  dollar. 

Coun.  SMITH — Of  course,  we  all  appreciate 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Not  only  not  from 
Charles  H.  Innes  as  a  representative  of  the  Rising 
Sun,  but  never  at  any  time  have  I  had  a  financial 
transaction  with  Charles  H.  Innes  of  any  kind  or 
description. 

Coun.  SMITH — Of  course,  we  all  appreciate 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— And  Mr.  Innes  at  the 
present  time  is  managing  a  campaign  against  me. 
My  relations  with  him  have  never  been  close. 
We  may  have  had  some  relations  that  I  don't 
recall,  but  as  far  as  I  can  say  our  business  and 
political  relations  have  always  been  opposed  to 
each  other.  He  was  against  me  in  the  campaign 
that  resulted  in  my  holding  my  present  office. 
He  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Storrow 
campaign. 

Coun.  SMITH — As  I  was  saying,  I  think  we 
all  appreciate  that  you  ran  under  the  old  form 
of  statements  of  contributions,  before  the  present 
corrupt  practices  act  was  adopted;  that  those 
statements  were  mere  shams;  that  there  is  nothing 
in  them  that  will  reveal  anything  that  a  candidate 
desires  to  hide.  And  it  was  because  of  that,  and 
because  the  public  realized  that,  that  I  asked  the 
last  question  about  campaign  contributions. 
Of  course,  the  statement  on  file  wouldn't  neces- 
sarily say  anything,  and  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
Mayor  has  answered  these  questions  apart  from 
the  statements.  I  wish  to  thank  him  for  answering 
the  last  question  regardless  of  the  last  statement 
he  filed  of  his  campaign  expenses.  I  want  to  ask 
a  final  question,  and  that  is,  whether  the  Mayor 
thinks  that  we  can  go  ahead  on  this  subject  and 
get  any  results,  or  whether  he  is  to  hold  the  whole 
matter  of  equipment  up  indefinitely,  awaiting  these 
other  appropriations  and  loans  which  he  speaks 
of? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— These  matters  that 
I  have  referred  to  are  live  matters  which  are  before 
the  City  Council  in  various  forms,  and  I  am  ready 
to  act  on  the  lighting  question  just  as  soon  as  the 
Council  will  take  up  the.se  different  appropriations. 
Coun.  Ballantyne  is  very  anxious  to  have  a 
public  building  on  the  Vine  Street  Church  site. 
The  people  of  Hyde  Park  are  anxious  to  have  a 
public  building.  Three  police  stations  are  con- 
sidered necessary.  Coun.  McDonald  is  anxious 
to  have  certain  things  done  in  Charlestown. 
Out  in  Coun.  Coulthurst's  district  they  are  anxious 
to  have  a  public  building.  A  new  hospital  is 
greatly  needed.  Mr.  Shuman  tells  me  that  they 
will  not  be  responsible  for  contagion  in  this  city 
if  something  in  that  line  is  not  done.  Coun.  Kenny 
tells  me  that  he  has  investigated  the  matter  and 
finds  that  it  is  not  a  paramount  need.  Mr.  Cole 
tells  me  that  a  large  amount  is  needed  for  a  new 
fire  alarm  station,  and  says  that  Boston  is  in  great 
danger  because  of  the  lack  of  it.  'There  are 
numerous  other  needs  which  I  have  pointed  out.  I 
want  you,  gentlemen,  to  investigate  these  questions 
and  come  to  some  conclusion,  yes  or  no,  and  the 
sooner  that  is  done  the  better  we  will  be  able  to 
properly  handle  these  propositions. 

Coun.  SMITH — In  order  to  have  the  thing 
clearly  in  mind,  the  Mayor  desires  us  to  pass  on 
all  these  before  he  takes  up  the  lighting  equipment? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— As  I  say,  this  propo- 
sition that  the  Boston  Gas  Company  has  submitted 
can  be  put  before  your  Board  and  then  you  can 
act  on  it. 

Coun.  SMITH — Of  course,  you  realize  that  the 
bulk  of  these  questions  have  been  before  us  for 
some  time,  and  our  inaction  may  have  indicated 
our  disapproval.  The  Council  has  given  con- 
sideration to  the  bulk  of  the  questions. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— I  know,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  be  in  the  position  when  I  go  to  Hyde  Park, 
East  Boston,  the  South  End,  other  sections  of  the 
city,  of  being  obliged  to  guess  at  your  minds.  I 
want  action,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  give  it,  yes  or 
no. 


Coun.  SMITH — So  you  desire  our  final  word  on 
all  these  matters  before  you  pass  on  the  lighting 
equipment? 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— Yes. 

Coun.  SMITH — Which  is  an  impossible  thing, 
as  vou  well  know. 

Mayor  FITZGERALD— We  have  a  reform 
City  Council,  Mr.  Smith,  and  I  expected  better 
things. 


RECESS. 

A  recess  was  taken,  at  5.05  p.  m.,  on  motion  of' 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
ATTRIDGE  at  6.22  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Fishman  Brothers 
Loan  Company  (referred  to-day)  for  license  to 
sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  52  Shawmut  avenue, 
Ward  7 — that  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  September  30),  relative 
to  sale  of  the  ferryboat  "Revere" — recommending 
pas.sage  of  order  in  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  the 
ferryboat  "Revere"  to  the  highest  bidder  by 
auction,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  this  sale  be 
credited  to  the  Sinking  Funds,  and  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  consult  with  the 
Finance  Commission  as  to  an  upset  price. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  Mr. 
Roscoe  Walsworth  be  invited  to  attend  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  lay  before 
it  his  views  of  the  Hj'de  Park  Water  Company 
dispute — recommending  reference  of  said  order  to 
the  Finance  Commission  for  a  report  on  or  before 
December  1. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  21)  relative  to  sale  of  ferryboat 
"Revere" — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  papers  placed  on  file. 

(5)  Reports  on  orders  (referred  September  30) 
for  sidewalks — that  the  orders  ought  to  pass,  viz.: 

Both  sides  of  Park  streeet,  between  Washington 
and  Waldeck  streets.  Ward  20. 

Both  sides  of  Main  street,  between  Caldwell 
street  and  the  Somerville  line,  Ward  4. 

Both  sides  of  Armandine  .street.  Ward  24. 

Reports  accepted;  orders  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  petition  of  I.  L.  Jones  et  al.,  and 
order  (referred  October  14),  for  sidewalks  on  both 
sides  of  Waterlow  street,  Ward  20 — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(7)  Report  on  petitions  of  West  Roxbury 
Citizens  Association  et  al.,  (referred  to-day)  for 
the  widening  of  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury — 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  a  public  hearing  be  given  on  said 
petition. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(8)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that 
$200,000  be  appropriated  for  the  relocation,  widen- 
ing and  reconstruction  of  Centre  street,  West 
Roxbury,  between  Spring  and  South  streets — 
recommending  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be  given  on 
same. 

Report  accepted;    said  reference  ordered. 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  September  30),  transfer- 
ring the  sum  of  $16,600  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
the  appropriation  for  playgrounds,  improvements — 
that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(10)  Reports  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and   order   (referred  to-day),  for  sale  of  old 
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paving    blocks    of    Highway    Division,    in    Public 

Works  Department  —  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken 
to-day. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  that  when  the 
Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday,  Novem- 
ber 11,  at  3  p.  m. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  there  is  one  matter  which  will  expire  by  limi- 


tation within  the  next  two  weeks,  and  I  think  for 
that  reason  we  should  meet  next  Monday.  Our 
meeting  would  undoubtedly  be  a  very  short  one. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  feel  as  Coun. 
Kenny  does.  I  understand  there  is  a  matter  that 
expires  by  limitation  within  the  next  two  weeks, 
and  I  think  therefore  we  should  meet  a  week  from 
to-day  and  take  action  upon  it.  I  believe  we 
should  act  upon  matters  that  are  before  us,  and 
that,  as  the  time  limit  on  the  matter  referred  to 
will  have  expired  before  our  next  meeting  if  we  do 
not  meet  next  Monday.  I  believe  we  should  meet 
at  that  time  so  as  to  act  upon  it. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  withdrew  his  motion, 
and  the  Council  adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  4,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  4,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President   ATTRIDGE   in   the  chair.     Absent  — 
Couu.  Buckley,  Coulthurst  and  Smith. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
OfBce  of  the  Mayor,  November  4,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  appoint  Paul  F.  Tierney,  210  C  street. 
Ward  13,  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Measurer  of 
Wood  and  Bark  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1913. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


NAMING     OF     NEW     STADIUM     BRIDGE. 

The 'following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
OfBce  of  the  Mayor,  October  29,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

It  has  been  requested  by  the  attorney  repre- 
senting Mr.  Larz  Anderson,  who  has  agreed  to 
build  the  new  stadium  bridKe  over  the  Charles 
river  at  his  own  expense,  that  the  bridge  be  named 
"Anderson  Bridge"  in  memory  of  the  donor's 
father  and  that  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Cambridge 
maintain  appropriate  inscriptions  to  be  placed  at 
the  ends  of  the  structure.  This  was  one  of  the 
conditions  attached  to  the  offer  as  contained  in  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Anderson,  dated  October  14,  1912, 
and  transmitted  to  your  honoraljle  bodj'  at  its 
meeting  held  on  that  date.  The  accompanying 
order,  which  is  in  amendment  and  amplification 
of  the  order  passed  at  the  meeting  of  October  14, 
merely  accepts  these  conditions  in  a  formal  manner 
and  I  presume  that  there  will  be  no  hesitation  on 
your  part  in  granting  this  very  natural  request. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  in  its 
amended  form. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzoekald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  of  Boston  hereby  con- 
sertts  to  the  construction  of  a  bridge  in  place  of 
the  existing  bridge  over  the  Charles  river,  from 
North  Harvard  .street  in  said  city  to  Boylston 
street  in  the  city  of  Cambridge,  the  same  to  be 
erected  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  628  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1910,  as  amended  by  chapter  439  of 
the  Acts  of  the  year  1911,  and  by  chapter  92  of 
the  Acts  of  the  year  1912;  that  the  said  bridge, 
which  is  the  gift  of  Larz  Andcr.sou,  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  memory  of  his 
father,  Nicholas  Longworth  Anderson,  shall  be 
named  the  "Anderson  Bridge,"  and  that  the  City 
of  Boston  shall  maintain  in  perpetuity  in  proper 
condition  such  appropriate  inscriptions  as  may  be 
placed  upon  said  bridge  by  the  donor,  particularly 
as  referred  to  in  a  comnmnication  from  Mr. 
Anderson  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Boston, 
dated  October  14,  1912. 

The  rule  was  suspended  on  motion  of  Coun. 
Kenny,  and  tlie  order  was  passed,  yeas  5,  nays  0. 


LHASE  OF  PARKMAN  HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  4,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 


replying  to  the  request  of  the  City  Council  that  he 
furnish  your  honorable  body  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  made  of  the  Parkman  House,  together  with 
other  information  in  regard  to  the  occupancy  of 
that  building. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitiqerald,  Mayor, 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

November  4,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  we  return  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  asking  that  they  be  furnished  with 
the  terms  of  the  lease  made  for  the  Parkman 
House,  together  with  a  statement  as  to  the  amount 
of  room  we  intend  to  occupy  there  and  whether  we 
intend  to  reserve  a  space  as  a  memorial  to  George 
F.  Parkman.  In  reply  I  would  say  that  together 
with  the  Public  Grounds  Department  we  are  to 
.occupy  and  use  the  estate  for  park  purposes,  at  a 
rental  of  $2,500  a  year,  beginrting  September  4, 
1912.  We  are  at  present  engaged  in  putting  in 
order  the  house  and  are  not  quite  ready  to  state 
how  much  of  the  other  two  departments  are  to 
move  there  or  how  we  shall  divide  the  offices  be- 
tween us.  We  have  been  considering  furnishing 
the  main  second  floor  rooms  in  a  careful  manner 
so  that  they  will  serve  not  only  as  the  rooms  for 
Board  meetings  and  hearings  and  similar  work  but 
at  the  same  time  be  in  some  sense  memorial  rooms. 
In  short,  except  so  far  as  the  amount  of  rent  to  be 
paid  is  concerned,  we  arc  not  quite  ready  to  reply 
in  detail  to  the  questions  asked  by  the  Council. 
Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFERS   FOR  DEPARTMENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  4,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

As  the  end  of  the  year  approaches  I  find  that  a 
number  of  the  departments  are  likely  to  exceed 
their  appropriations.  In  many  cases  this  is  due 
to  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  city  author- 
ities. Some  of  them  are  in  need  of  relief  at  an 
early  date. 

The  Boston  Infirmary  Department  has  been 
obliged  to  pay  more  for  subsistence  on  account 
of  the  increased  cost  of  subsistence  supplies.  I 
recommend  additions  of  $3,000  and  $1,000,  re- 
spectively, to  the  appropriations  for  Boston 
Almshouse  and  Hospital  and  Almshouse,  Charles- 
town. 

The  Penal  Institutions  Department  has  also 
been  obliged  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living 
in  the  care  of  one  thousand  inmates  at  Deer  Island, 
and  the  uniform  desertion  act  is  estimated  to 
result  in  an  unexpected  expenditure  of  $5,000, 
owing  to  the  large  number  of  prisoners  who  come 
under  its  terms.  I  recommend  an  additional 
allowance  of  $10,000  for  this  department. 

The  payrolls  of  the  steamer  "Monitor"  will 
be  changed  in  January  from  a  monthly  to  weekly 
basis.  'The  necessity  of  hiring  a.  steamboat  thirty 
days  last  winter  while  the  regular  boat  was  laid 
up  for  repairs,  and  certain  moneys  laid  out  for 
furnishings  on  account  of  the  wear  and  tear  of 
the'  boat  due  to  the  Randidge  excursions,  are 
additional  reasons  for  increasing  this  appropria- 
tion.    I  recommend  an  increase  of  $2,000. 

The  Assessing  Department  has  had  to  meet 
additional  expenses  owing  to  the  annexation  of 
Hyde  Park,  the  new  copy  of  the  tax  books  fur- 
nished the  Collector,  and  the  general  increa.se  in 
expenses.  As  most  of  this  work  has  been  begun 
and  is  necessary,  I  recommend  an  appropriation 
of  $4,000  for  this  department. 

■The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  are  supporting  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  more  families  than  last 
year  and  will  need  at  least  $5,000. 

The  Park  Department  has  introduced  the 
system  of  play  superintendents  during  the  summer, 
has  opened  the  zoo  and  has  done  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  road  resurfacing  for  which  the  sum  of 
$100,000  was  asked  earlier  in  the  year.  Although 
the  estimate  for  play  superintendents  alone 
amounted  to  $15,000  and  the  road  resurfacing  is 
estimated   to   cost  about   $40,000   more   than   in 


ago  21 


296 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


other  years,  I  believe  that  this  department  may 
be  able  to  get  along  with  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  S25,000. 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Department  has 
l<ept  well  within  its  estimate  but  the  purchase  of 
an  automobile  necessitates  the  granting  of  an 
additional  sum  of  $1,000. 

The  Collecting  Department  received  no  increase 
of  appropriation  over  last  year  although  the  addi- 
tion of  the  Hyde  Park  district  has  made  it  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  deputy  collector  and  the  work  of 
revising  old  special  assessment  accounts  and  clear- 
ing up  old  tax  accounts  has  imposed  additional 
burdens.  I  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $2,500 
for  this  department. 

The  Bath  Department  has  had  to  care  for  two 
large  all-the-year-around  gymnasiums  at  Paris 
street  and  Curtis  Hall  and  a  new  bathing  beach 
has  been  established  at  Freeport  street.  I  recom- 
mend an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  this  depart- 
ment. 

The  public  celebrations  fund  has  had  to  meet 
the  extraordinary  expense  of  Evacuation  Day, 
July  4  and  Columbus  Day.  The  appropriation 
is  about  $52,750  and  the  bills  to  date  amount  to 
about  $54,300,  according  to  the  schedule  appended 
hereto,  which  the  auditor  has  ^  prepared.  The 
director  of  public  celebrations  estimates  that  there 
are  about  $400  in  outstanding  bills.  I  recommend 
an  addition  of  $2,000  to  this  appropriation. 

The  total  of  the  deficits  expected  is  about 
$120,000.  The  Reserve  Fund  on  October  31,  1912, 
was  $161,554.76.  The  amounts  recommended 
total  $65,500. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  transferring  from  the  Reserve  Fund  the 
amounts  stated  therein  to  the  appropriations 
specified. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following 
sums  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
specified: 
Boston  Infirmary  Department: 

Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital $3,000 

Charlestown  Almshouse 1,000 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

House  of  Correction 10,000 

Steamer  "Monitor" 2,000 

Assessing  Department 4,000 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department 5,000 

Park  Department 25,000 

Weights  and  Measures  Department 1,000 

Collecting  Department 2,500 

Bath  Department 10,000 

Mayor,  Public   Celebrations 2,000 

Total $65,500 

'Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ALTERATION  OF  BRIDGE,  SOUTHAMPTON 

STREET. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  4,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  refer  to  the  City  Council  papers  and 
correspondence  relating  to  the  alteration  of  the 
bridge  at  the  crossing  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  and  Southampton 
street. 

In  my  opinion  the  alteration  is  necessary  for 
the  security  and  convenience  of  the  public.  The 
terms  of  the  agreement  have  my  sanction  and  that 
of  the  Commissioner  of  PubUc  Works,  and  the 
form  of  the  agreement  has  the  approval  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgebald,  Mayor. 

Agreement  for  alteration  of  crossing  of  'South- 
ampton street  with  the  railroad  in  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Whereas  there  is  a  certam  highway  m  the  city 
of  Boston  known  as  Southampton  street  which 
crosses  underneath  the  railroad  of  The  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company,  and 


the  rnayor  and  council  of  said  city  and  the  directors 
of  said  railroad  company  are  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  necessary  for  the  security  and  convenience 
of  the  public  that  an  alteration  be  made  in  said 
crossing  by  which  the  highway  shall  be  widened, 
and  have  agreed  as  to  the  alteration  which  shall 
be  made. 

Now  therefore  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  1906,  chapter  463,  part  I.,  section  41, 
this  agreement  in  writing  is  made  and  signed  in 
behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston  by  the  mayor  thereto 
duly  authorized,  and  in  behalf  of  said  railroad 
company  by  its  president  thereto  duly  authorized, 
specifying  the  manner  and  Umits  within  which  the 
alteration  shall  be  made,  by  whom  the  work  shall 
be  done,  the  general  method  of  construction,  and 
how  the  cost  shall  be  borne. 

Alteration  in  Highway. 

The  highway  known  as  Southampton  street 
shall  be  altered  so  as  to  cross  underneath  the  rail- 
road with  a  full  width  of  seventy  feet  as  follows: 
Bj'  widening  the  same  upon  land  of  said  railroad 
company  from  the  northerly  side  thereof  northerly 
about  ten  feet  to  a  Une  coinciding  with  the  prolonga- 
tion of  the  present  northerlj'  line  of  Southampton 
street  on  each  side  of  the  property  of  said  railroad 
company.  Such  alteration  and  widening  shall  be 
made  entirely  upon  the  land  of  said  railroad  com- 
pany. 

Any  structure  of  the  railroad  company,  includ- 
ing the  abutment  and  fill  within  the  lines  of  the 
street  as"  thus  widened,  shall  be  removed.  The 
grade  of  the  highway  shall  be  so  lowered  that  the 
top  of  the  crown  of  the  highway  and  the  top  of  the 
curb  stones  shall  be  sixteen  feet  seven  and  one- 
half  inches  below  base  of  rail  of  the  railroad  tracks 
as  they  now  are  and  are  to  remain  in  future.  Such 
new  grade  of  the  street  shall  extend  out  to  the 
limits  thirty  feet  distant  on  each  side  of  the  center 
line  of  location  of  the  railroad  company.  The 
clear  headroom  from  crown  of  the  roadway  to  the 
lowest  part  of  the  new  bridge  shall  be  fourteen  feet 
four  and  one-half  inches. 

Bridge  and  Abutments. 

In  place  of  the  abutment  to  be  removed  there 
shall  be  built  a  new  masonry  abutment  with  its 
face  conforming  to  the  new  northerly  side  line  of 
the  street.  The  entire  street  shall  be  spanned  by 
a  steel  bridge  carrv-ing  two  tracks.  Said  bridge 
shall  be  in  accordance  with  said  railroad  companj''s 
general  specifications  for  steel  railroad  bridges; 
and  is  to  be  supported  by  steel  columns  resting 
upon  pier  foundations  at  sidewalk  lines  on  each 
side  of  the  street. 

Plan, 

The  above  work  shaU  be  done  substantially  in 
accordance  with  plan  hereto  attached  entitled 
"N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Boston  Division- 
Second  District  Site  plan  of  Bridge  No.  1.53. 
Over  Southampton  St.  Boston  0.S4  Miles  North 
of  Dudley  St.  Sta.  Boston  Aug.  3rd  1912.  Revised 
to  Oct.  3bth  1912."  , 

Performance  of  the  Work. 

Said  city  shall  do  all  the  work  necessary  in  the 
highway  itself  including  the  new  grading,  surfacing, 
sidewalk  construction,  etc.,  but  excepting  the 
removal  of  railroad  structure,  from  the  widened 
portion,  and  the  construction  of  pier  foundations 
and  steel  columns  to  support  the  bridge. 

Except  as  last  above  provided  The  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company 
shall  furnish  aU  material  and  do  all  the  work 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  above  alteration. 

Apportionment  of  Cost. 
The  total  cost  of  the  alteration  aforesaid,  includ- 
ing tlie  cost  of  any  necessary  hearings,  the  expenses 
of  any  of  the  board  of  railroad  commissioners  and 
its  necessary  agents,  and  the  damage  on  account 
of  taking  said  strip  of  land  on  the  northerly  side 
of  the  street,  about  ten  feet  wide  and  rxinning 
the  width  of  the  railroad  company's  right  of  way 
about  eighty-four  feet,  which  land  shall  be  reckoned 
at  the  value  of  one  dollar  per  square  foot,  shall 
be  borne  by  the  city  of  Boston,  provided  that  in 
the  accounting  between  said  cit.v  and  said  railroad 
company  said  city  shall  be  credited  with  the  cost 
of  foundations  of  the  sidewalk  supports  on  the 
southerly  side  of  the  street,  and  also  with  the 
replacement  value  of  a  bridge  of  the  length  of 
the  present  structure,  proportioned  in  accordance 
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with  the  railroad  company's  general  specifications 
for  steel  railroad  bridges,  less,  however,  the  esti- 
mated value  of  the  present  old  bridge,  which  is 
agreed  upon  as  one  thousand  dollars.  Said  replace- 
ment value  is  to  be  found  by  estimating  the 
structural  steel  work  required  at  two  hundred 
thirty-five  thousand  pounds,  tliis  to  be  rated  at 
the  price  per  pound  which  shall  be  paid  for  the 
new  bridge  hereinbefore  provided  for,  erected  in 
place. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston  by  the 
mayor  thereto  duly  authorized,  and  in  behalf  of 
The  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Rail- 
road Company  by  its  president  thereto  duly 
authorized. 

City  of  Boston 
by 

Mayor. 
The    New   York,    New   Haven   and 

Hartford  Railroad  Company 
by 

President. 

The  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Companv,  Law  Department. 

Boston,  September  9,  1912. 
J.  J.  Corbett,  Esq., 

Corporation  Counsel,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  I  am  requested  to  take  up  with 
you  the  matter  of  agreement  between  the  city 
and  the  railroad  company  for  the  widening  of 
Southampton  Street  Bridge  where  the  railroad 
crosses  it.  Some  time  ago  the  .Street  Commis- 
sioners widened  the  street  to  70  feet  on  each 
side  of  the  bridge,  but  left  a  jog  so  that  where 
the  bridge  is  it  is  only  00  feet  wide.  It  is  now 
<lesired  to  remove  that  jog,  which  of  course  neces- 
sitates a  complete  new  bridge.  The  matter  has 
proceeded  so  far  that  the  engineers  of  both  parties 
are  satisfied  with  the  plans,  and  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  execute  the  agreement.  I  have  prepared 
the  same  in  the  usual  form,  and  submit  herewith 
what  are  intended  to  be  duplicate  originals  for 
execution  if  the  same  are  satisfactory.  The 
agreement  is  in  the  accepted  standard  form  and 
most  of  it  is  mere  statement  and  presumably 
satisfactory  to  everybody.  The  only  matter  that 
seems  to  me  to  require  explanation  is  the  appor- 
tionment of  cost.  When  Mr.  Babson  first  took 
this  up  with  me  in  his  letter  of  October  31,  1911, 
he  stated  in  effect  that  he  had  no  doubt  the  city 
would  assume  the  expense  in  so  far  as  it  would 
be  any  damage  to  us.  I  don't  understand  there  is 
any  question  about  this  and  the  principal  thing 
is  to  state  the  agreement  fairly  to  both  sides.  We 
have  now  got  a  bridge  00  feet  long,  and  when  the 
improvements  are  completed  we  shall  still  have  a 
bridge  at  that  point  70  feet  long  though  the  addi- 
tional 10  feet  is  of  no  advantage  to  us.  What  we 
should  pay  for,  therefore,  is  the  value  of  a  GO-foot 
new  bridge  above  what  the  present  bridge  is 
worth  to  us.  The  new  bridge  will  of  course  be 
new,  and  will  be  built  with  a  greater  carrying 
capacity  than  the  present,  so  that  it  will  be  more 
available  to  us  than  the  present  one.  I  have  there- 
fore prepared  the  c'ontract  so  that  the  city  shall 
have  credit  on  the  final  accounting  with  the  full 
cost  of  a  60-foot  bridge  at  that  point,  less  only 
the  present  value  of  the  bridge  now  there.  Cal- 
culating the  value  of  the  present  bridge  at  the 
going  price  for  steel,  it  would  be  worth  about 
$6,000,  but  we  have  had  the  use  of  it  for  twenty 
years  or  more,  and  have  figured  the  use  as  perhaps 
five-sixths  the  life  of  the  bridge,  so  that  we  put 
the  present  value  of  the  bridge  as  .11,000. 

Our  Division  Engineer  Weaver  has  recently 
had  the  matter  up  with  Mr.  Fay,  Divi.sion  Engineer 
of  the  Bridge  and  Ferry  Division,  and  writes  me 
that  "Mr.  Fay  states  that  he  thinks  the  conditions 
of  the  agreement  are  perfectly  fair,  and  he  is 
ready  to  recommend  to  the  Corporation  Counsel 
the  approval  of  such  agreement." 

The  value  of  the  land  taken  from  us  we  have 
put  at  $1  a  foot,  which  I  think  will  be  satisfactory 
to  the  city.  At  all  events,  if  there  is  anything 
you  wish  to  discuss  witli  mo  I  will  be  glad  to  take 
it  up  with  you  at  your  convenience  in  such  manner 
as  you  prefer. 

If  and  when  the  agreement  is  satisfactory,  are 
you  willing  to  obtain  the  necessary  approval  from 
the  City  Council  and  the  signature  of  the  Mayor 
based  on  such  approval?  For  your  convenience 
would  say  that  the  agreement  is  drawn  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Railroad  Act  of  1900,  chapter 
46.3,  Part  I.,  section  41. 

You  will  note  the  agreement  is  not  dated.  This 
is    not   customary,    as   it  really  dates    from   the 


approval  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners.  Neither 
have  I  backed  the  agreements,  because  the  plans 
will  have  to  be  attached.  These,  I  suppose,  will 
have  to  be  furnished  by  the  city. 

Yours  truly, 
F.  A.  Farnham,  Attorney. 

The  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Company,  Law  Department. 

Boston,  October  30,  1912. 
J.  J.  Corbett,  Esq., 

Corporation  Counsel,  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  proposed  contract  with 
the  city  covering  the  widening  of  Southampton 
street.  This  now  incorporates  the  two  changes 
desired  by  Mr,  Fay.  These  are  both  in  the 
paragraph  entitled  "Apportionment  of  Cost." 
One  of  them  consists  in  specifying  the  land  which 
is  taken  from  us,  limiting  it  to  the  right  of  way. 
The  other  is  a  provision  that  the  city  shall  be 
credited  with  the  cost  of  foundation  for  sidewalk 
supports  on  the  southerly  side.  Mr.  Fay  claimed 
that  this  expense  should  rest  on  the  railroad 
company  and  we  think  his  point  is  well  taken. 
If  the  contract  is  now  satisfactory  we  would  be 
glad  to  have  it  authorized  by  the  Council  and 
executed  by  the  Mayor.  We  will  then  have  it 
executed  by  the  president  of  the  railroad  company 
and  the  city's  copy  returned  to  you. 
Yours  truly, 

F.  A.  Fabnham,  Attorney. 

The  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road Company,  Law  Department. 

Boston,  October  28,  1912. 
J.  J.  Corbett,  Esq., 

Corporation  Counsel,  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — You  will  recollect  telling  me  a  few 
weeks  ago  that  the  proposed  contract  regarding 
tile  alteration  of  Southampton  Street  Bridge  had 
been  turned  over  to  the  Mayor  for  approval  by 
the  Council,  and  execution  if  it  was  satisfactory, 
and  that  the  Mayor  had  consulted  the  Engineering 
Department,  who  at  that  time  had  not  expressed 
their  approval.  Since  then  your  Mr.  Fay  has  talked 
with  our  people  and  suggested  one  or  two  changes 
which  the  city  desire,  and  which  I  understand  our 
people  are  willing  to  make.  Will  you  be  kind 
enough,  therefore,  to  cause  the  draft  to  be  returned 
to  me,  and  I  will  again  submit  contract  incor- 
porating the  desired  changes. 
Yours  truly, 

F.  A.  Fabnham,  Attorney. 

Ordered,  That  it  is  necessary  for  the  security 
and  convenience  of  the  pubHc  that  alterations 
be  made  in  the  bridge  at  the  crossing  of  South- 
ampton street  and  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad,  and  the  Mayor  is  hereby 
authorized  to  sign,  in  behalf  of  the  city,  the 
instrument  in  writing  in  agreement  with  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
Company,  read  and  made  a  part  of  this  order 
and  annexed  hereto,  specifying  the  manner  and 
limits  within  which  this  alteration  shall  be  made, 
by  which  party  the  work  shall  be  done,  how  the 
work  shall  be  apportioned  between  the  city  and 
the  railroad  corporation,  the  general  method  of 
construction,  the  grades  for  the  railroad  and 
Soutliampton  street,  what  land  it  is  necessary  to 
take  and  how  the  cost  of  the  alteration  shall  be 
apporlionod,  all  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  conunittees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Daniel  A.  O'Leary,  for  compen.sation  for  damages 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  at  29-31 
Cumberhand  street. 

.John  C.  Norton,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  38  Phillips  street  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

.John  Chambers,  to  be  paid  wages  for  time  lost 
on  account  of  injuries  received  while  an  employee 
of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Elizabeth  Maguirc,  to  be  paid  for  dress  torn 
on  tree  guard  on  Magnolia  street,  Dorchester. 
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Thomas  F.  Boggs,  to  be  paid  wages  for  time  lost 
on  account  of  injuries  received  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Frank  J.  Kelley  to  be  paid  wages  for  time  lost 
on  account  of  injuries  received  while  employed  in 
the  Public  Grounds  Department. 

Executive. 

S.  Levine,  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  160  Merrimac  street,  Ward  8. 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Southwick,  for  a  permit  to  children 
to  appear  at  the  Union  Hall,  on  the  evening  of 
November  1,  1912. 


STORAGE   OF   GASOLENE. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  following- 
named  parties  of  the  storage  of  gasolene  at  loca- 
tion hereinafter  named,  and  of  intention  to  use 
same  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Edward  Timmins  Motor  Company,  45  Brighton 
avenue,  Ward  25. 

Simpson  Brothers  Corporation,  Proctor  and 
.Magazine  streets,  Ward  17. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners of  hearing  on  petition  of  the  East  Boston 
Terminal  Railroad  Company  for  approval  of 
route  of  its  railroad. 

Placed  on  file. 


HYDE   PARK  WATERWORKS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

Boston,  November  2,  1912.  . 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has 
received  from  the  Honorable  the  City  Council 
two  communications  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  October  29,  1912. 
To  the  Boston  Finance  Commission: 

At  a  me.eting  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  on  October  28,  1912,  it  was  voted  to  refer 
to  the  Finance  Commission  for  a  report  on  or 
before  December  1,  1912,  an  order  relative  to  the 
Hyde  Park  Water  Company  dispute.  A  copy  of 
said  order  is  herewith  inclosed. 

Respectfulbr, 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
Assistant  City  Clerk. 


City  of  Boston, 
In  City  Council,  October  28,  1912. 
Ordered,  That   Mr.    Roscoe   Walsworth   be   in- 
vited to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  lay  before  us  his  view  of  the  Hyde 
Park  Water  Company  dispute. 

Referred  to  the  Finance  Commission. 
Attest : 

Assistant  City  Clerk. 

Tke  Finance  Commission  has  heard  Mr.  Wals- 
worth and  other  witnesses  on  the  subject  of  the 
purchase  by  the  town  of  Hyde  Park  of  the  Hyde 
Park  Waterworks.  The  town  of  Hyde  Park 
issued  bonds  to  raise  the  money  needed  to  pur- 
chase said  waterworks,  and  under  the  act  provid- 
ing for  the  annexation  of  Hyde  Park  to  the  City 
of  Boston  (section  3  of  chapter  469  of  the  Acts  of 
1911)  the  City  of  Boston  is  now  liable  for  the 
amount  of  these  bonds.  The  waterworks  thus 
acquired  are  practically  worthless  to  the  City  of 
Boston.  As  the  result  of  hearing  Mr.  Walsworth 
and  other  witnesses,  and  of  an  examination  of  the 
decision  of  our  courts  on  various  petitions  filed  by 
Mr.  Walsworth  in  connection  with  the  purchase 
of  the  Hyde  Park  Waterworks,  the  Finance  Com- 
mission reached  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
practical  remedy  for  the  situation  in  which  the 
City  of  Boston  has  unfortunately  been  placed; 
but,  as  Mr.  Walsworth  believes  there  is  a  remedy 
open  to  the  city,  the  commission  thinks  it  would 
be  adviable  to  hear  him  and  suggests  that  the 


Corporation  Counsel  be  present  at  the  hearing, 
prepared  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  question  of 
the  legal  rights  of  the  city. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  A.  Sullivan,  Chairman. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Commission,  together 
with  the  order  offered  by  Coun.  SMITH  on 
October  28,  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENT. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  October  21,  1912,  of  John  A.  McKeon  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and  the 
appointment  was  confirmed,  yeas  5,  nays  0. 


VALUATIONS  ON  LINE  OF  ELEVATED 
STRUCTURE. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Assessors  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  to  the  City  Council, 
at  the  earliest  possible  date,  lists  giving  the  assessed 
valuations  on  property  along  the  line  of  the  elevated 
railway  structure,  as  follows: 

Beach  street,  Harrison  avenue,  and  Washington 
street  to  Dudley  street,  for  the  years  1909  and 
1912. 

Atlantic  avenue,  Causeway  street,  and  Main 
street  (Charlestown),  for  the  j-ears  1901  and  1912. 

Washington  street,  from  Dudley  street  to  Forest 
Hills,  for  the  years  1907  and  1912. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REWARD   OFFERED   FOR  ASSASSIN. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  l)c  requested  to  recommend 
an  appropriation  of  S500  from  the  Reserve  Fund, 
said  sum  to  be  offered  as  a  reward,  under  the 
provisions  of  section  10  of  chapter  217  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  to  be  paid  to  the  person  who  in 
consequence  of  such  offer  detects  or  secures  the 
person  or  persons  responsible  for  the  injury  and 
death  of  Albert  R.  Peterson,  late  a  member  of  the 
Police  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ANNUITY   FOR   MRS.   PETERSON. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That, 
under  the  provisions  of  section  2  of  chapter  178 
of  the  Acts  of  1887,  there  be  allowed  and  paid, 
.so  long  as  she  remains  unmarried,  to  Alice  M. 
Peterson,  w-idow  of  Albert  R.  Peterson,  formerly 
a  member  of  the  Police  Department,  who  died 
from  injuries  received  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  such  annuity,  not  exceeding  S300,  as 
may  be  determined  by  the  Police  Commissioner, 
the  amoimts  so  paid  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation   for   Police    Department,    Pensions. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.17  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  to  take  a  recess  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  3.36  o'clock  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-<lay)  requesting 
the  Mayor  to  offer  a  $500  reward  to  be  paid  to 
the   person   who   secures   the   person   or   persons 
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responsible  for  the  injury  and  death  of  Albert  R. 
Peterson,  late  a  member  of  the  Police  Department 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  hope  this 
order  will  pass  the  Council  unanimously.  This  is 
an  unusual  case.  An  officer,  not  as  the  result  of 
any  fist  fight  or  row,  but  in  the  simple  perforniance 
of  his  duty,  because  of  merely  reprimanding  a 
man  who  had  fnsulted  one  of  the  citizens  of  this 
community,  met  his  death  by  shooting  a  few  nights 
ago.  I  think  this  is  an  excellent  precedent  for 
the  City  Council  to  establish  on  behalf  of  servants 
of  the  city  who,  while  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  are  so  unfortunate.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass  unanimously,  as  also  the  order  to  follow. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Alice  M.  Peterson, 
widow  of  Albert  R.  Peterson,  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Police  Department,  an  annuity  not  exceeding 
$300,  so  long  as  she  remains  unmarried — ^that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that 
the  Board  of  Assessors  be  requested  to  furnish 
to  the  City  Council  list  giving  assessed  valuations 
on  property  along  the  line  of  the  Elevated  Railway 
structure,  on  Beacli  street,  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Washington  street — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  petition  of  Bay  State  Street 
Railway  Company  (referred  September  30)  for 
leave  to  operate  as  a  common  carrier  of  express 
matter,  etc.,  on  its  tracks  on  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  River  street  and  Washington  and  Adams 
streets — that  the  petitioner  be  given  leav«  to 
withdraw,  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted,  petitioner  given  leave  to 
withdraw. 

(5)  Report  on  petition  of  S.  Levine  (referred 
to-day)  for  license  to  sell,  r»nt  or  lease  firearms 
at  160  Merrimac  street,  Ward  8 — that  permit  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(6)  Report  on  petition  of  Mrs.  G.  R.  Southwick 
(referred  to-day)  for  a  permit  for  children  to 
appear  at  Union  Hall  on  the  evening  of  Novem- 
ber 1,  1912 — that  a  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  to-day)  that  alterations 
be  made  in  the  bridge  at  the  crossing  of  South- 
ampton street  and  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad — recommending  referenae 
of  same  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


MATERIAL   OF   CITY   HALL   ANNEX. 

Coun.  HALE,  for  Coun.  SMITH,  offered  an  order, 
— That  public  bodies  such  as  the  Society  of  Archi- 
tects, United  Improvement  Society,  and  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  be  requested  to  express  their  opinion 
regarding  the  Mayor's  request  to  give  the  contract 
to  build  the  City  Hall  Annex  of  granite  to  the  next 
to  the  lowest  bidder. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Coun.  HALE  also 
presented,  for  Coun.  SMITH,  the  following  state- 
ment: 

The  real  question  with  regard  to  the  City  Hall 
Annex  is  not  whether  it  shall  be  made  of  limestone 
or  granite,  but  whether  the  City  Council,  by  grant- 
ing this  appropriation,  will  authorize  the  methods 
used  by  the  Mayor  with  regard  to  this  contract. 
I  am  not  arguing  for  either  limestone  or  granite, 
I  am  arguing  against  granting  this  appropriation 
and  making  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  a 
party  to  the  Mayor's  methods.  I  may  say  in  pas.s- 
ing,  however,  that  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  archi- 


tecture in  this  city  is  made  of  brick,  viz.,  the  State 
House  on  Beacon  Hill;  that  the  most  recent  and 
one  of  the  finest  office  buildings  in  the  city  is  made 
of  limestone  (the  Minot  Building),  and  that  the 
new  group  of  municipal  buildings  with  the  Campa- 
nile tower,  in  Springfield,  is  made  of  Indiana  lime- 
stone. Architecture  does  not  depend  upon  material 
entirely.  But  I  want  you  to  consider  for  a  moment 
the  history  of  this  contract.  It  is  a  fact,  however, 
that  up  to  date  the  City  Hall  Annex  furnishes  a 
monstrous  example  of  the  way  contracts  and  spec- 
ifications have  been  misused  under  the  present 
administration. 

The  history  of  the  City  Hall  Annex  is  briefly  as 
follows: 

City  Council  requests  Mayor  to  furnish  esti- 
mates and  specifications. 

Mayor  ignores  and  City  Council  finally  passes 
.$800,000  appropriation  with  same|request  attached. 

Mayor  ignores  request,  but  lets  it  be  known 
that  he  intends  to  have  a  competition  to  select  the 
architect. 

Mayor  gives  contract  to  architect  without  com- 
petition — fee,  $48,000. 

Specifications  asking  for  bids  under  two  separate 
contracts,  one  calling  for  granite  and  the  other 
for  limestone,  and  each  requiring  subcontractors 
to  be  named. 

Contract  awarded  to  bidder  who  did  not  name 
subcontractors. 

Inj\mction  against  the  contractor,  and  the 
Mayor  forced  to  ask  for  new  bids. 

Specifications  on  new  bids  require  subcontrac- 
tors to  be  named,  but  these  subcontractors  must 
receive  the  approval  of  the  Mayor. 

Contract  awarded  to  lowest  bidder  for  limestone 
construction.  Lowest  bidder  for  granite  was  a 
different  firm. 

Mayor  requests  additional  appropriation  for 
granite  construction  but  does  not  propose  that 
the  lowest  bidder  for  granite  shall  do  the  job. 

The  result  of  the  above  history  is  that  things 
stand  i>s  follows: 

The  Mayor,  without  specifications  for  the  build- 
ing, receives  $800,000.  Without  competition, 
appointed  an  architect,  with  a  fee  of  $48,000, 
and  has  the  power  to  name  every  subcontractor. 
The  Mayor  now  desires  to  have  granite  construc- 
tion, but  to  out  out  the  lowest  bidder. 

Such  methods  are  a  fair  example  of  the  way 
smaller  city  contracts  have  been  going,  noticeably 
in  the  Bath  Department.  My  objection  is  not 
primarily  the  loss  in  dollars  and  cents  to  the  city, 
or  the  material  used,  but  the  fact  that  reputable 
firms  have  about  given  up  competiag  for  munic- 
ipal contracts.  It  is  a  low  moral  standard  for  the 
city  to  set  its  business  men. 

Eabnest  E.  Smith. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESURFACING  OF  STREETS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
ComraLssioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  resurface  North 
Harvard  street  and  Western  avenue,  Brighton, 
and  Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester  the  work  to 
begin  not  later  than  April,  1913,  on  said  improve- 
ments. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  the  Coun- 
cil refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  at 
3.43  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  18,  1912, 
at  3  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  18,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  tlie  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  ATTKIDGE  in  the   chair.       Absent— 
Coun.  Coulthurst. 


JURORS. 

One  hundred  and  two  traverse  jurors  were 
drawn  under  the  law,  the  Mayor  being  absent,  aa 
follows: 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  December  2,  1912: 

James  Powers,  Ward  25;  Charles  Eichorn, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  Kelly,  Ward  24;  Antone  Koerner, 
Ward  23;  John  lioil.  Ward  22;  Stephen  Hufihes, 
Ward  1.3;  Cornelius  A.  Hart,  Ward  19;  Hugh  J. 
Gillespie,  Ward  14;  Thomas  W.  Dixon,  Ward  I'.i; 
John  F.  McDonald,  Ward  2;  Michael  O'Rourkc, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  F.  Teevens,  Ward  14;  Philip 
J.  Baird,  Ward  11;  Albert  H.  .Stone,  Ward  7; 
Patrick  Shields,  Ward  17;  Arthur  M.  Hale,  Ward 
10;  Charles  Gibbons,  Ward  23;  George  D.  Ide, 
Ward  12;  Carl  P.  Lar.sen,  Ward  23;  Joseph  A. 
Lynch,  Ward  20;  Thomas  F.  Twomey,  Ward  14; 
David  A.  Brownstein,  Ward  S;  William  J.  Paul, 
Ward  20;  Benjamin  S.  Kehew,  Ward  20;  Robert  D. 
Reynolds,  Ward  11;  George  E.  Stonehouse,  Ward 
20;  Eben  James,  Ward  24;  Carl  H.  L.  Gebfert, 
Ward  18;  James  S.  Carroll,  Ward  1;  Jules  M. 
Drevet,  Ward  20;  Patrick  Shepard,  Ward  4; 
John  E.  CofBn,  Ward  20;  James  C.  Clark,  Ward  20; 
Aubrey  M.  French,  Ward  23;  Emanuel  F.  Silva, 
Ward  6;  John  F.  O'Rourke,  Ward  2;  John  E. 
McCarthy,  Ward  20;  Harry  O.  Heath,  Ward  4; 
Willard  A.  Brown,  Ward  10;  George  H.  Baldwin, 
Ward  5;  James  P.  Mullen,  Ward  22. 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  December4,  1912: 

Archibald  McFarlane,  Ward  20;  Frank  W. 
Setchell,  Ward  23;  Frank  A.  Marshall,  Ward  2; 
James  Ferrett,  Ward  19;  John  Joseph  McCluskey, 
Ward  24;  Walter  S.  Fox,  Ward  20;  John  T. 
Harrington,  Ward  9;  George  E.  Knowlton, 
Ward  20;  Walter  L.  Hannan,  Ward  24;  Charles 
J.  Bird,  Ward  13;  Frederick  S.  Petherick,  Ward  19; 
Randolph  C.  Grew,  Ward  11;  Adam  Dickey, 
Ward  17;  Joseph  H.  Wedgewood,  Ward  20; 
Ira  G.  Linnell,  Ward  24;  Harrv  Suckman,  Ward  9; 
James  A.  Fitton,  Ward  20;  Will  G.  Brown,  Ward 
20;  Thomas  Garner,  Ward  9;  Clinton  G.  Stickney, 
Ward  14;  George  F.  Miller,  Ward  21;  Peter 
Mullen,  Ward  22;  Arthur  M.  Constantino, 
Ward  11;  William  F.  O'Connell,  Ward  14;  Morris 
Trieger,  Ward  7;  Charles  G.  Beckwith,  Ward  7; 
Gilbert  A.  Daggett,  Ward  24;  Benjamin  F. 
Hartford,  Ward  18;  Frank  J.  Wainwright,  Ward 
24;  James  T.  Templeton,  Ward  21;  Joseph  P. 
McCarthy,  Ward  4;  Albert  Friedman,  Ward  U; 
Patrick  Sullivan,  Ward  12;  William  Ranson, 
Ward  2;  John  D.  Flynn,  Ward  10;  Forrest  E. 
Lovejoy,  Ward  24:  Henry  W.  Marsters,  Ward  10; 
Simon  ].  Byer,  Ward  23;  Stephen  S.  Bangs, 
Ward  3;  William  B.  Johnson,  Ward  25;  Joseph 
B.  Marshall,  Ward  16. 

Twenty  traverse  juiors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 25,  1912: 

William  J.  Kennally,  Ward  24;  Edward  N. 
West,  Ward  12;  Ralph  E.  Abbott,  Ward  23; 
John  W.  Brown,  Ward  2;  Cornelius  F.  Ryan, 
Ward  15;  Perev  H.  Mortimer,  Ward  7;  John  V. 
Collins,  Ward  20;  Henry  F.  Van  Wart,  Ward  24; 
John  J.  Grandison,  Ward  3;  John  W.  Card, 
Ward  20;  Joseph  A.  Dolf,  Ward  5;  John  Collins, 
Ward  13;  Archibald  S.  Dalzell,  Ward  2;  William 
D.  Campbell,  Ward  18;  Martin  H.  Carroll,  Ward 
26;  Max  Rudin,  Ward  9;  Frank  E.  Peabodv, 
Ward  11;  Robert  T.  Coe,  Ward  22;  William  H. 
Murray,  Ward  17;    Daniel  A.  Black,  Ward  20. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  appoint  William  Frederick  Swain  (3  Tina 
avenue.    Ward   26)    a   Constable    of   the   City   of 
Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 
Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

November  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  1913: 

Weigher  of  Coal,  William  J.  Doyle  (53  Gates 
street.  Ward  15). 

Weighers  of  Beef,  John  E.  Keogh  (4  Lexington 
place.  Ward  1),  Arthur  B.  Moran  (Long  Island). 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


SEA   WALL,   LONG    ISLAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Infirmary  Trustees,  under  date 
of  October  31,  1912,  requesting  an  appropriation 
of  $30,000  for  the  construction  of  a  sea  wall  at 
Long  Island.  The  chairman  points  out  that  on 
a  low  portion  of  the  island  toward  the  west  head 
there  has  been  recent  evidence  of  the  encroach- 
ment of  the  tides,  and  there  is  great  danger  that 
in  a  short  time  the  westerly  third  of  the  island 
will  be  completely  cut  off. 

I  transmit  also  a  second  letter  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Infirmary  Trustees,  requesting  that 
the  appropriation  for  New  Wharf,  Long  Island, 
be  increased  so  as  to  provide  $3,500  for  work  on 
the  easterly  and  westerly  wharves  at  Long  Island. 
Tlie  chairman  reports  that  the  work  is  of  such  a 
nature  that  he  believes  it  should  be  provided  for 
outside  of  maintenance. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  make  a  visit  to  Long  Island  and 
ascertain  the  extent  of  the  repairs  needed,  in  order 
that  you  may  be  in  full  possession  of  the  facts 
when  I  discuss  the  matter  with  you. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Infirmary  Department, 

October  31,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  The  Boston  Infirmary  Trustees  wish 
to  call_  your  attention  to  the  embankment  and 
shore  line  along  the  easterly  coast  of  Long  Island 
and  the  necessity  of  early  action  to  prevent  the 
loss  of  land  there  through  erosion  and  the  en- 
croachment of  the  tides. 

While  the  loss  during  the  past  year  has  not 
been  very  great,  during  the  last  five  or  ten  years 
there  has  been  considerable  loss  as  you  will  note 
by  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Engineering 
Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department.  On 
a  low  portion  of  the  island  towards  the  west  head 
there  has  been  recent  evidence  of  the  encroach- 
ment of  the  tides  which  at  times  practically  flood 
the  entire  width  of  the  island.  There  is  grave 
danger  that  in  a  short  time  the  westerly  tliird 
of  Long  Island  will  be  completely  cut  off  and 
thus  become  entirely  worthless. 

The  trustees  have  had  this  matter  under  con- 
sideration for  some  time  and  they  feel  very 
strongly  that  it  is  an  undertaking  that  cannot 
longer  be  delayed.  They  would  urge  the  immedi- 
ate appropriation  of  funds  for  the  construction 
of  a  sea  wall.  The  estimate  given  in  the  engineer's 
letter  covers  the  section  from  the  government 
line  to  the  pump  house  of  the  hospital  buildings. 
This  does  not  provide  for  the  work  at  the  west 
head,  but  the  selection  of  the  sections  of  wall 
to  be  built  first  will  be  left  to  the  engineers  in 
charge  of  the  work. 
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The  trustees  would  therefore  urgently  request 
that  an  appropriation  of  at  least  thirty  thousand 
dollars  ($30,000)  be  placed  in  their  hands  for  the 
construction  of  a  sea  wall  at  Long  Island. 
Very   respectfully, 
E.  M.  Gallagher,  Chairman. 

March,  10,  1911. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

Dear  Sir, — Upon  the  request  of  Edward  M. 
Gallagher,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Infirmary  Department,  dated  January  11, 
and  subsequeiltly  referred  to  this  division,  that 
an  examination  be  made  of  the  embankment  on 
the  easterly  shore  of  Long  Island,  I  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows: 

From  surveys  made  in  1905  of  the  top  of  the 
bluff  and  the  shore  below  it,  and  from  a  survey 
made  this  winter  of  the  same  ground,  it  appears 
that  in  six  years  there  has  been  but  slight  erosion 
of  the  bank  near  the  women's  dormitory.  There 
has  been  some  erosion  of  the  low  bluff,  however, 
northerly  from  this  point,  such  that  the  top  of 
the  bank  is  now  from  three  to  five  feet  back  of  its 
location  in  1905.  Although  there  has  been  little 
erosion  since  1905,  it  is  possible  that  on  account 
of  the  steepness  of  the  slope,  which  averages  1  to 
1,  and  the  almost  perpendicular  face  near  the  top 
of  the  bank,  that  moisture  may  work  down  from 
the  surface  to  such  an  extent  that  the  frost  may 
throw  down  portions  of  the  top.  In  order  to 
protect  the  bank  it  would  be  feasible  to  build  a 
wall  at'the  foot  of  the  slope,  or  on  the  grade  12 
contour,  of  such  height  that  the  bank  could  be 
graded  on  a  slope  not  steeper  than  Ij  to  1.  This 
would  require  a  wall  with  its  top  varying  from 
grade  I65  to  grade  21.  The  bottom  of  the  wall 
should  be  carried  down  as  low  as  grade  6  on 
account  of  the  steepness  of  the  shore.  The  length 
of  the  wall  extending  from  the  pump  house  to  the 
boundary  between  the  property  of  the  United 
States  and  the  city  will  be  1,407  feet.  It  is 
estimated  that  a  concrete  wall  could  be  built  for 
its  whole  length  for  approximately  .$30,000.  The 
cost  per  linear  foot  would  vary  from  $17  to  $25, 
according  to  the  height. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Frederic  H.  Fay,    ■ 
Division  Engineer. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Infirmary  Department, 

November  5,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — On  behalf  of  the  Boston  Infirmary 
Trustees,  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention 
to  the  need  of  repairs  to  the  easterly  and  westerly 
wharves  at  Long  Island,  the  estimated  cost  of 
which  amounts  to  $3,500  (,$3,400  for  the  easterly 
and  $100  for  the  westerly  wharf),  as  given  in  the 
inclosed  report  of  the  Engineering  Division  of 
the  Public  Works  Department. 

This  work  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  seems  to 
the  trustees  that  it  would  not  be  justifiable  to 
charge  it  to  the  maintenance  expenses  of  the 
Long  Island  Hospital.  They  believe  that  the 
entire  work  should  be  provided  for  outside  of  main- 
tenance and  would  ask  that  they  be  allowed  to 
use  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  new 
wharf,  Long  Island,  of  which  $456.39  remains, 
and  that  this  amount  be  increased  so  as  to  provide 
$3, .500  for  work  on  both  wharves. 

Trusting  that  you  will  give  this  matter  early 
attention. 

Very  respectfully, 
E.   M.  Gallagher,   Chairman. 

October  29,  1912. 
Mr.  James  H.  Sullivan, 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

Dear  Sir, —  In  accordance  with  request  of 
Edward  M.  Gallagher,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Infirmary  Department,  dated 
October  2,  1912,  an  examination  has  been  made  by 
Assistant  Engineer  Spalding  of  this  division,  of  the 
easterly  wharf  at  Long  Island,  At  the  same  time 
an  examination  wa-i  made  of  the  bulkhead  of  the 
northwesterly  wharf. 

In  the  easterly  wharf  about  twenty  piles  should 
be  renewed  and  about  twenty  others  should  be 
refitted.  The  narrow  part  of  the  wharf  and  part 
of  the  head  south  of  the  coal  shed  should  be 
replanked.     The   working   of   the   drop   shoiiUl   be 


eased  and  some  repairs  are  needed  on  the  cross 
bracing,  steps  to  lauding,  and  fence.  The  extent 
to  which  the  planking  will  need  renewal  cannot  be 
determined  until  the  stripping  is  begun.  It  is 
probable  that  a  part  of  this  planking  is  in  condition 
to  remain.  The  estimated  cost  of  repairing  this 
portion  of  the  wharf,  assuming  that  the  planking 
of  the  entire  head  south  of  the  coal  shed  needs 
renewal,  is  $2,800. 

In  addition  to  the  above  it  may  be  found  that 
some  of  the  stringers  of  the  easterly  wharf  will 
require  renewal.  Examination  from  below  indi- 
cates that  they  are  in  good  condition,  but  their 
particular  condition  cannot  be  determined  until 
the  planking  is  removed.  An  allowance  of  $600 
should  be  made  for  renewing  part  of  the  stringers. 

At  the  northwest  wharf  a  small  amoimt  of  work 
is  needed  on  the  bulkhead,  which  work  is  estimated 
to  cost  SIOO. 

The  estimated  cost  of  all  the  work  mentioned 
above  is  $3,500. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Frederic  H.  Fat, 
Division  Engineer. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


REMOVAL   OF   STATUES. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
clerk  of  the  Art  Commission,  under  date  of  No- 
vember 7,  accompanied  by  a  vote 'of  that  body, 
requesting  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  approve 
the  removal  of  the  statues  of  Hamilton,  Glover 
and  Garrison  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  and  the 
statue  of  Sumner  on  the  Public  Garden,  and  their 
relocation  on  the  proposed  Charles  street  mall, 
in  accordance  with  a  plan  prepared  by  Olmsted 
Brothers. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  that 
no  contract  can  be  made  for  carrying  on  this  work 
unless  an  appropriation  is  provided  therefor. 

I  have  withheld  my  appro^•al  of  this  vote  until 
I  am  able  to  learn  the  disposition  of  the  members 
of  your  honorable  body.  I  therefore  respectfully 
request  that  you  gi^■e  this  matter  some  considera- 
tion and  report  to  me  whether  in  your  judgment 
it  would  be  practicable  to  make  the  proposed 
change  in  the  location  of  the  statues. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  November  7,  1912. 
Mr.  William  A.  Leahy,  Esq., 

Secretarv,  Mavor's  Office, 

City  Hall,  Boston: 
Dear  Mr.  Leahy, —  I  am  directed  to  inform  you 
that  this  commission's  estimate  for  relocating  the 
statues   of   Glover,   Hamilton,   Sumner   and   Gar- 
rison is  $10,000. 

The  approximate  price  would  be  about  $2,500 
for  each  of  the  four  monuments,  as  follows: 

Found.ations  twelve  piles,  20  feet  long. .  $60  00 

1,500  cubic  feet  of  concrete 450  00 

Excavation 100  00 

Setting  platform 190  00 

Setting  base 75  00 

Setting  statue 75  00 

Boxing  and  protecting 20  00 

Freight  and  teaming 80  00 

Recuttiug  pedestal 200  00 

Cutting  for  platform  and  material 1,000  00 

Contractor's  profit 200  00 

Total $2,450  00 


I  am  sending  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  a  copy  of 
this  commission's  vote  providing  for  the  reloca- 
tion of  the  statues  on  the  proposed  Charles  street 
mall  in  the  Public  Garden.  If  approved  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  this  vote,  in  accordance  with 
section  2,  chapter  410,  of  the  .A,cts  of  1S9S,  becomes 
mandatory. 

Yours  very  truly, 
J.  T.  CooLiDGE,  Jr.,  Secretary, 
per  Henry  C.  Greene,  Clerk. 


NOVEMBER    18,    1912. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  November  7,  1912. 
By  the  Art  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Voted,  That  with  the  approval  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  the  statues  of  Hamilton,  Glover  and 
Garrison  on  Commonwealth  avenue  and  the 
statue  of  Sumner  on  the  Public  Garden  be  moved 
and  relocated  on  the  proposed  Charles  street  mall 
in  the  Public  Garden,  in  accordance  with  plan 
made  by  Olmsted  Brothers. 

Thomas  Allen,  Chairman. 
J.  T.  CooLiDGE,  Jr.,  Secretary. 
A.  W.  Longfellow. 
Chaeles  D.  Maginnis. 
Alexanuek  Steinekt. 
A  true  copy: 

Henry  Copley  Greene,  Clerk. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REWARD    FOR   PETERSON'S    SLAYER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  14,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  City 
Council  contained  in  an  order  passed  at  its 
meeting  of  November  4,  that  the  sum  of 
$500  be  offered  as  a  reward  to  the  person  who 
detects  or  secures  the  person  or  persons  responsible 
for  the  injury  and  death  of  Albert  R.  Peterson, 
late  a  member  of  the  Police  Department,  I  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order,  trans- 
ferring this  sum  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to  be 
expended  under  the  provisions  of  section  10  of 
chapter  217  of  the  Revised  Laws. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  189.3  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  ($500)  from  the  Re.serve  Fund, 
and  said  sum  is  hereby  offered  as  a  reward,  under 
the  provisions  of  section  10  of  chapter  217  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  for  the  detection  and  apprehension 
of  the  person  or  persons  responsible  for  the  injury 
and  death  of  Albert  R.  Peterson,  late  a  member 
of  the  Police  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   FERRYBOAT   "REVERE." 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  accompanied  by 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Guy  C.  Emerson,  Consulting 
Engineer  of  the  Finance  Commission,  in  reply 
to  the  following  order  passed  by  your  honorable 
body  at  its  meeting  of  October  28,  1912: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  the 
ferr.vboat  'Revere'  to  the  highest  bidder  by 
auction,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  this  sale  be 
credited  to  the  Sinking  Funds,  and  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  consult  with  the 
Finance  Commis.sion  as  to  an  upset  price." 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  15,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

In  connection  with  the  following  order  of  the 
City  Council,  pas.sed  October  28,  "Ordered,  That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  sell  the  ferryboat  'Revere'  to  the 
highest  bidder  by  auction,  and  that  the  proceeds 
of  this  sale  be  credited  to  the  Sinking  Funds, 
and  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  con- 
sult with  the  Finance  Commission  as  to  an  up.set 
price,"  I  would  say  that  1  have  consulted  with  the 
engineer  of  the  Finance  Commission  regarding 
this  matter  and  inclose  a  copy  of  his  report  made 
to  the  Finance  Commission  regarding  the  same. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Emerson's  recommendation 
that   no   upset  price   be   fixed  and  that  suitable 


time  be  given   to  the   advertisement  of  sale   and 
notices  be  sent  to  all  possible  interested  parties. 

The  "Revere"  has  already  been  completely 
stripped  of  all  articles  likely  to  be  of  value  to  the 
City  of  Boston. 

I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that 
authority  be  obtained  from  the  City  Council  to 
sell  the  ferryboat  "Revere"  without  fixing  an 
upset  price. 

Respectfully, 

L.    K.    ROUKKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


November  4,  1912. 
To  the  Finance  Commission, 
Boston,  Mass. : 

Gentlemen, — In  the  matter  of  the  following 
order  of  the  City  Council,  "Ordered,  "That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  sell  the  ferryboat  'Revere'  to  the 
highest  bidder  by  auction,  and  that  the  proceeds 
of  this  sale  be  credited  to  the  Sinking  Funds, 
and  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
consult  with  the  Finance  Commission  as  to  an 
upset  price,"  it  is  difficult  to  fix  an  upset  price  for 
the  sale  of  the  ferryboat  "Revere."  'The  last 
report  of  the  United  States  inspectors  of  steam 
vessels  upon  the  boat  shows  that  exten.sive  repairs, 
practically  amounting  to  rebuilding,  will  be 
necessary  before  the  boat  will  be  licensed  for 
further  ferry  service.  The  "Revere"  was  built 
in  1879  ancf  is  now  about  thirty-three  years  old. 
It  is  doubtful  if  the  authorities  of  any  ferry  would 
care  to  purchase  the  boat  to  be  rebuilt  for  ferry 
.service,  although  the  "Winthrop,"  sold  on  October 
25,  1900,  for  $l,199.,50,  is  still  in  service,  I  am 
informed,  between  the  city  of  New  London  and 
the  town  of  Groton,  Conn.,  and  there  is,  of  course, 
a  chance  that  some  city  might  purchase  the 
"Revere"  for  similar  service. 

In  ca.se  no  such  purchaser  appears,  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  wise  to  place  any  upset  price  upon  the 
boat,  as  the  cost  of  dockage  and  watchmen  would 
soon  eat  up  the  difference  between  the  price  for 
which  the  boat  could  be  sold  as  junk  and  any 
price  which  she  might  bring  at  a  future  date  for 
ferry  service. 

r  recommend  that  suitable  time  be  given  to 
the  advertisement  of  sale  and  that  before  the  sale 
notices  be  sent  to  all  Atlantic  coast  •  cities  or 
corporations  operating  ferries. 

I  al.so  recommend  that  the  boat  be  completely 
stripped  of  all  articles  likely  to  be  of  value  on  the 
other  boats  owned  by  the  City  of  Bo.ston.  All 
coal  and  other  engineer's  supplies  and  tools  should 
be  removed,  as  well  as  interior  fittings  of  cabins 
and  pilot  houses,  such  as  pumps,  life-preservers, 
compasses  and  other  nautical  instruments,  boats, 
davits  with  tackles,  and  similar  articles,  and  after 
these  articles  are  removed  that  the  boat  be  sold 
without  reservation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Guy  C.  Emerson, 
Consulting  Engineer. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ROWING   MACHINES  FOR  PARIS  STREET 
GYMNASIUM. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
General  Superintendent  of  the  Bath  Department, 
in  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable 
body  at  its  meeting  of  October  28,  1912,  "that 
the  Bath  Department  be  requested  to  place  row- 
ing machines  in  the  upstairs  unused  room  in  the 
Paris  Street  Gymnasium,  East  Boston,  Mass." 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Bath  Department,  November  15,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication 
inclosing  order  offered  by  Coun.  Smith  relative 
to  the  installation  of  rowing  machines  in  the 
Paris  Street  G.vmnasium,  East  Boston,  I  beg 
to  state  that  owing  to  lack  of   funds  this  matter 
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cannot  be  attended  to  this  current  year,  but 
if  possible,  will  have  them  installed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Hugh  C.  McGkath, 

General  Superintendent. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NEW   BARN,   PARENTAL   SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Children's  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, stating  that  the  special  appropriation  of 
$7,000  for  new  barn.  Parental  School,  will  not 
be  sufficient  for  carrying  on  the  work.  The  lowest 
bid  was  for  $7,480,  and  with  the  architect's  com- 
mission, the  cost  of  surveying,  printing,  advertis- 
ing and  other  incidentals,  the  chairman  estimates 
that  the  total  expenditure  will  be  $8,200. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  the  sum  of 
$1,200  from  the  appropriation  for  Children's 
Institutions  Department,  Parental  School,  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  Children's  Institutions 
Department,  New  Barn,  Parental  School. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Children's  Institutions  Department, 

November  15,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  Trustees  for  Children  would 
respectfully  call  your  Honor's  attention  to  the 
following  facts  relative  to  the  special  appropriation 
of  $7,000  for  the  new  barn.  Parental  School.  On 
opening  our  bids,  of  which  there  were  nine  accord- 
ing to  the  inclosed  list,  we  found  that  the  lowest 
bid  was  for  $7,480.  "Adding  to  this  amount  the 
architect's  commission,  cost  of  surveying,  printing, 
advertising  and  other  incidentals,  we  find  that 
we  will  need  about  $8,200. 

The  trustees  would  therefore  respectfully  ask 
your  Honor  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  $1,200 
from  the  regular  appropriation  of  the  Parental 
School  to  the  special  appropriation  for  New- 
Barn,  Parental  School,  so  that  we  may  proceed  at 
once  with  its  erection. 

Trusting  that  yoiu-  Honor  will  act  favorably  on 
this  request,  we  remain. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Tkustees  for  Children, 
John  O'Hare,  Chairman. 


Bids  Received   November   12,   1912,   for  Building 

New  Stable    at  the  Parental  School. 
Haynes    Construction    Company,    178 

Devonshire  street,  city $7,480  00 

Louis    B.    Cadorio,    15    Court    square, 

city 7,991  00 

Walter  D.  Edwards,  102  Green  street, 

Maiden 8,749  00 

West  Roxburv  Trap   Rock   Company, 

61   Garden  street.   West  Roxbury.  .       9,180  00 
Crescent     Contracting     Company,     82 

Holworthy  street,  city 9,265  00 

John     A.     Rooney,     319     Washington 

street,  city 9,790  00 

Hapgood,  Frost  &  Co.,  Wellesley,  Mass.,    10,789  00 
Archdeacon  &  Sullivan,  5  East  Concord 

street,  city 11, .339  00 

William  Crane,  166  Devonshire  street, 

city 11,897  00 

Lowest  bid _ ■.■•.■■    S7,480  00 

Estimate  of  cost  of  surveying,  printing, 
advertising,  architect's  commission, 
etc 720  00 


$8,200  00 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  ($1,200)  from  the 
appropriation  for  Children's  Institutions  Depart- 


ment, Parental  School,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Children's  Institutions  Department,  New  Barn, 
Parental  School. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PROPOSED      ORDINANCES     TO     BETTER 
FOOT   TRAVEL   IN   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  18,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  together  with  drafts  of 
proposed  ordinances  aimed  to  facilitate  and 
improve  the  conditions  of  foot  travel  in  the  streets 
and  to  secure  more  effective  and  efficient  protec- 
tion for  persons,  especially  women  and  children, 
using  the  Common,  Public  Garden  and  other 
public  grounds  of  the  city. 

My  views  on  the  subject  covered  by  this  com- 
munication are  well  known  and  I  accordingly 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
ordinances. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
'Law  Department,  November  15,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  I  have  seriously  considered  the  sug- 
gestions made  at  the  hearing  called  by  your  Honor 
to  discuss  measures  to  facilitate  and  improve  the 
conditions  of  foot  travel  in  our  streets  and  to  secure 
more  effective  and  efficient  protection  for  persons, 
especially  women  and  children,  using  the  Common, 
Public  Garden  and  other  public  grounds  of  the 
city. 

I  beg  to  inclose  a  revision  of  certain  existing 
ordinances  which  is  aimed  to  secure  this  result. 
I  have  no  pride  of  authorship  in  these  ordinances 
as  drawn  and  I  have  only  endeavored  to  preserve 
uniformity  between  them  and  the  existing  regula- 
tions of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners 
and  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  use  and  government  of  the  parks, 
so  far  as  these  regulations  are  consistent  with  the 
conditions  existing  in  the  Common,  Public  Garden 
and  other  public  grounds. 

I  have  therefore  embodied  in  the  revision  the 
suggestion  of  the  Police  Commissioner  that  the 
regulations  of  the  public  parks  in  the  city  and  the 
ordinances  governing  the  use  of  the  Common' 
Public  Garden  and  other  public  grounds  should 
be  uniform.  I  think,  however,  that  there  is  a 
broader  reason  why  park  regulations  should  be 
uniform.  A  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Alassachusetts,  Higginson  v.  SlaUery,  published 
in  the  November  2  issue  of  the  Banker  &  Trades- 
man, has  considered  fully  the  entire  question  of 
parks  and  commons,  and  firmly  establishes  the 
principle  that  parks  are  devoted  to  the  use  of  the 
entire  public  as  contrasted  with  the  inhabitants 
of  any  given  localit.v  or  of  any  particular  city. 

The  legal  conclusion  thus  seems  incontrovertible 
that  the  regulations  for  their  use  and  government, 
especialh'  in    the    metropolitan  district,  should  as 
far  as  possible  be  imiform  and  of  the  same  tenor. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  J.  Corbett, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  34  of  chapter  47  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances, as  amended  by  chapter  1  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1903,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out 
said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following: 

Section  34.  No  person  shall  willfully  obstruct 
the  free  passage  of  foot  travelers  in  any  street  or 
in  any  footpath,  walk  or  mall  of  the  Common, 
Public  Garden  or  other  public  grounds. 

No  person  shall  saunter  or  loiter  in  any  street 
or  in  any  footpath,  walk  or  mall  of  the  Common, 
Public  Garden  or  other  public  grounds  for  more 
than  five  minutes  after  being  directed  to  move  on 
by  a  police  officer. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  66  of  chapter  47  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1S9S  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following: 
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Section  06.  No  person  shall  in  or  upon  the 
Common,  Public  Garden  or  other  public  grounds 
of  the  city,  walk,  stand  or  sit  upon  the  grass  except 
upon  days  of  band  concerts  or  public  celebrations, 
upon  holidays  and  upon  occasions  when  the 
Common,  Public  Garden  or  any  public  grounds 
are  thrown  open  to  such  use  by  proclamation  and 
order  of  the  Mayor;  or  lie  down  upon  a  bench, 
or  upon  the  grass,  or  go  to  sleep  thereon,  except 
upon  occasions  when  tlie  Common,  Public  Garden 
or  any  public  grounds  are  thrown  open  to  such 
use  by  proclamation  and  order  of  the  Mayor  as 
aforesaid;-  and  no  person,  except  women  and 
children,  shall  occupy  in  the  Common  or  Public 
Garden  the  seats  designated  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  women  and  children. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  68  of  chapter  47  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1898,  as  amended  by  chapter  2  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1900,  by  chapter  4  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1903,  and  by  chapter  5  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1905,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out 
said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following: 

Section  68.  No  person  shall,  in  or  upon  the 
Common,  Public  Garden,  or  other  public  grounds 
of  the  city,  solicit  the  acquaintance  or  annoy 
another  person;  or  utter  any  profane,  threaten- 
ing, abusive,  obscene,  or  indecent  language  or  loud 
outcry;  or  do  any  obscene  or  indecent  act;  or 
have  possession  of  or  drink  any  intoxicating 
liquor  or  be  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating 
liquor;  or  play  any  game  of  chance  or  have  posses- 
sion of  any  instrument  of  gambling;  or  dig  up,  cut, 
break,  deface,  defile,  ill-use,  handle,  take  or  remove 
any  turf,  flower,  plant,  bush,  tree,  rock,  sign, 
fence,  structure  or  other  thing  or  part  thereof 
belonging  to  the  city;  or  cut,  break,  or  remove 
the  ice  in  or  from  any  pond;  or  drive  any  animal 
or  suffer  any  animal  in  his  charge  to  feed  or  go 
at  large,  except  dogs  on  the  Common;  or  propel 
any  vehicle  for  conveying  goods  or  merchandise; 
or  throw  any  stone  or  other  mi.ssile;  or  injure  or 
have  possession  of  any  fish,  bird,  or  wild  animal; 
or  injure  or  disturb  any  bird's  nest  or  eggs;  or  set 
a  trap  or  snare;  or  drop  or  place  and  suffer  to 
remain  any  piece  of  paper  or  other  refuse,  except 
in  receptacles  designated  therefor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


MARINE  PARK  AND   CASTLE  ISLAND 
IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  IS,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  March  25,  1912,  the  City  Council  passed  an 
order  authorizing  the  transfer  of  $4,100  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  for  repairs  on  the  piers  at  Castle 
Island,  to  be  expended  by  the  Park  Department. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Shea,  Superintendent  of 
the  Park  Department,  that  the  easterly  side  of  the 
Lsland  has  been  repaired,  but  nothing  can  be  done 
on  the  westerly  side  as  the  government  will  not 
allow  a  projecting  pier  on  that  side,  because  it  is 
too  near  the  main  ship  channel. 

He  suggests  that  the  available  balance  of 
$2,784.85  be  devoted  to  improvements  at  Marine 
Park  and  Castle  Island,  consisting  of  the  phinting 
of  trees  at  Castle  I.sland,  and  the  improvement  of 
proposed  tennis  courts  back  of  the  Aquarium.  I, 
therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  transferring  the  sum  of  $2,784.85 
from  the  appropriation  for  Castle  Island,  Repairs 
on  Piers,  to  an  appropriation  for  Castle  Island  and 
Marine  Park,  Improvements. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks, 

November  18,  1912. 
Hon.  ,Iohn  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston; 
Dear  Sir, —  Some  months  ago  the  city  govern- 
ment approved  of  an  order  for  the  transfer  of 
$4,100  for  repairs  on  piers  at  Castle  Island.  The 
pier  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  island  was  repaired, 
and  I  find  that  nothing  can  be  done  on  the  westerly 


side  of  the  island,  as  the  government  will  not  allow 
a  projecting  pier  on  that  side,  as  it  is  too  near  to  the 
main  ship  channel. 

A.S  there  is  now  an  available  balance  of  $2,784.85, 
I  recommend  that  this  amount  be  devoted  to  im- 
provements at  Marine  Park  and  Castle  Island. 
Such  improvements  will  consist  of  planting  of 
trees  at  Castle  Island  and  improvement  of  proposed 
tennis  courts  back  of  the  Aquarium.  About  a 
dozen  courts  can  be  placed  there  at  comparatively 
small  expense. 

Yours  very  truly, 
James  B.  Shea,  Superintendent. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  eighty- 
five  cents  ($2,784.85)  be  transferred  from  the 
appropriation  for  Castle  Island,  Repairs  on  Piers, 
to  an  appropriation  for  Castle  Island  and  Marine 
Park,  Improvements. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CLERK   HIRE,   REGISTRY   OF   DEEDS. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  statement  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised 
Laws,  certifying  that  certain  persons  had  been 
employed  in  his  office  from  October  21  to  Novem- 
ber 18,  and  that  work  had  been  performed  to  the 
amount  of  $3,985.65. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  approval  of  said  pay  roll. 

Report  accepted,  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Edward  S.  Lucas,  to  be  compensated  for  loss  of 
wages  occasioned  by  sickness. 

John  W.  O'Connell,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  wages  occasioned  by  injuries  received. 

Johanna  A.  Tobin,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  land  on  Washington  street.  Ward  23,  by  the 
Sewer  Division. 

Ophelia  C.  Nason,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Boylston  street. 

John  W.  Williams,  for  compensation  for  damage 
at  30  Irving  street  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Margaret  Munn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  torn  on  a  projecting  nail  on  city  fence 
on  South  street.  Ward  23. 

F.  C.  Stevens,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  torn  on  a  fire-signal  box. 

Charles  E.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  loss 
on  account  of  action  taken  by  the  city  at  26-28 
Pleasant  street. 

Samuel  Jacobs,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  asphalt  at  Franklin  Park. 

Executive. 

]?ctition  of  Mabel  J.  Golden  for  a  permit  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
Meridian  Hall  on  November  14. 

Margaret  Kemper,  for  a  permit  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Blackwell  Hall  on 
the  evening  of  November  21. 

Liborio  Amaru,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms 
at  3  Charter  street,  Ward  6  (street  floor). 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  of  hearing  to  be  given  at  State  Hou8(S  on 
November  15  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Fire  Hazard  Commission. 

Placed  on  file. 


RETURN     OF    VOTES    REGARDING     NEW 
STREETS. 

A  certificate  of  votes  cast  at  election  on  Novem- 
ber 5,  1912,  on  acceptance  of  chapter  661,  Acts 
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of  1012,  relative  to  laying  out  of  new  streets,  was 

received  from  the  Election  Commissioners,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yes ; 37,313 

No 19,849 

Blanks 34,576 

Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL     LOCATION,     COMMERCIAL 
STREET. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  granting  of  additional  location 
for  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  on  Com- 
mercial street,  being  408th  location. 

Ordered  printed  and  placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  hearing  to  be  given  November 
29,  1912,  in  regard  to  Medway  Street  Bridge. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  hearing  to  be  held  on  approval 
of  408th  location  of  West  End  Street  Railway 
Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


AUDITOR'S   QUARTERLY   STATEMENT. 

A  quarterly  statement  of  money  expended  by 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  for  contingent 
expenses  was  received  "from  the  City  Auditor. 
(Doc.  124.) 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT     OF     DAIRY     INSPECTOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  appointment  of  John  M.  O'Hara  as  dairy 
inspector. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILROAD   POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Commis" 
sioner  of  the  appointment  of  railroad  police  on  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  of  persons  no  longer  employed  as  railroad 
police. 

Placed  on  file. 


COAL   AND    COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


KEEPING   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  keeping  of  gasolene 
at  the  hereinafter  named  premises,  and  of  intention 
to  keep  same  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

Booker  Custom  Laundry,  Inc.,  31  Corey  street. 

William  Smith,  .Jr.,  408  Huntington  avenue. 

Fred  W.  Archer,  2277  Dorchester  avenue. 

Frank  B.  Beamis,  128  Beacon  street. 

Mar.v  Roughan,  60  Pond  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Placed  on  file. 


COST   OF   SIDEW.^LKS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  showing  cost  of  con- 
structing graA^el  sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones 
along  estates  bordering  on  both  sides  of  River 
street,  between  Mattapan  square  and  the  Hyde 
Park  line,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $4,373.36, 
and  inclosing  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  within 
schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereb.v  assessed 
the  sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as 
their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing 
gravel  sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones  in  front 
of  the  several  estates  on  the  street  named  herein, 
and  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice 
given  to  the  parties  as  aforesaid. 

Passed. 


HYDE   PARK   TOWN    REPORT. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  the  following 
order:  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  have 
printed  the  forty-fourth  annual  report  of  the 
town  of  Hyde  Park,  substantially  in  accordance 
with  the  proposal  made  by  Malcolm  C.  Nims 
on  December  29,  1911,  to  the  selectmen  of  said 
town,  with  such  changes  in  terms  and  further 
conditions  as  said  City  Clerk  may  deem  ad\-isable, 
the  expense  of  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Documents. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE, 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  for  leave  to  sell  at  auction  unclaimed 
baggage,  in  accordance  with  chapter  95  of  the 
Revised  Laws. 

Referred  to  Special  Committee  on  Unclaimed 
Baggage. 


MINORS'     LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  applications 
from  forty  newsboys,  two  bootblacks  and  one 
vendor  for  minors'  licenses,  and  it  was  voted  that 
licenses  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  1,  under 
unfinished  business,  \-iz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Maj-or  November  4.  1912,  of  Paul  F.  Tierney  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Measurer  of  Wood  and 
Bark  for  the  term  ending  April  30.  1913. 

Committee,  Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Yeas  7, 
nays  0,  and  the  appointment  was  confirmed. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.38  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5  p.  m. 


FINANCE  REPORT. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  the  communication  and  order 
from  the  Mayor  (referred  October  14)  for  a  loan 
of  $35,000  for  the  widening  of  Harvard  avenue — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  the  order  its  first  reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  on  Monday  last  made  a  visit  to 
Brighton  and  examined  Harvard  avenue.  I 
think  we  all  reached  the  conclusion  that  this  was 
a  very  proper  improvement  for  that  section.  I 
understand  that  this  amoimt  of  money  of  itself 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  widen  the  avenue  for  the 
full  distance  from  Commonwealth  avenue  to  the 
."Vllston  Station  on  the  New  York  Central  Railroad, 
but  nevertheless  it  is  the  beginning  of  a  ver>-  good 
improvement  which  will  cost  the  city  at  this  time 
a  comparatively  small  sum  of  money.  If  this  order 
passes  and  the  City  Council  makes  this  initial  ■ 
appropriation  now  it  means  the  saving  of  a  good 
many  thousand  dollars  later.  I  think  it  is  generally 
accepted  throughout  that  section  of  Boston  that 
this  is  an  improvement  that  ought  to  be  made. 
The  committee  therefore  make  this  unanimous 
report. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  8,  nays  0. 

It  will  come  up  for  final  action  in  not  less  than 
fourteen  days. 

(2)  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  (re- 
ferred October  14)  recommending  the  passage  of 
a  loan  order  of  $7,500,  to  be  appropriated  and 
expended  under  the  direction  of  tbe  Park  Com- 
missioners for  Savin  Hill  Playground,  Additional 
Land, — recommending  reference  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Report  accepted,  message  and  order  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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•SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  usual  order  for  the  payment 
of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families 
in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  November, 
the  amounts  so  paid  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 
Coun.   McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  on  the  following  petitions  (referred  to-day): 

Mabel  J.  Golden,  for  a  permit  for  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Meridian 
Hall  on  November  14. 

Margaret  Kemper,  for  a  permit  for  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Blackwell 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  November  21. 

Reports  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual 
conditions.' 

(2)  Report  on  the  petition  (referred  to-day)  of 
Liboro  Amaru  for  leave  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  3  Charter  street,  Ward  6,  street  floor 
— that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  (re- 
ferred to-day)  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order  authorizing  the  transfer  of  $500  from  the 
Reserve  F>md,  to  offer  as  a  reward  for  the  detec- 
tion and  apprehension  of  the  person  or  persons 
responsible  for  the  injury  and  death  of  Albert  R. 
Peterson,  late  a  member  of  the  Police  Department 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  8, 
nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  the  communication  from  the 
Mayor  (referred  to-day)  transmitting  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Commis.sioner  of  Public  Works, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Guy  C.  Emer- 
son, Consulting  Engineer  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission— recommending  that  the  same  be  placed 
on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said ■  communications  placed 
on  file. 

(5)  Report  on  the  petition  of  .Tulia  F.  Fay  and 
others  (referred  September  9)  for  sidewalks  on 
Dennis  street.  Ward  17 — recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  an  order  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Dennis 
street,  between  Dudley  and  Woodside  streets. 
Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437 
of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
October  14)  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order  transferring  $7.5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  City  Hall  Annex — that 
no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(7)  Report  recommending  the  placing  on  file 
of  the  following  papers: 

Message  from  the  Mayor  and  communication 
from  Architect  Graham  (referred  October  28) 
relative  to  material  for  City  Hall  Annex. 

Report  of  Finance  Commission  (referred  Octo- 
ber 14)  on  material  for  construction  of  City  Hall 
Annex. 

Communication  from  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(referred  October  28)  relative  to  material  for  con- 
struction of  City  Hall  Annex. 

Communication  from  George  A.  Fuller  Com- 
pany (referred  October  28)  relative  to'  material 
for  City  Hall  Annex. 

Order  from  Coun,  Smith  (referred  November 
4)  that  such  public  bodies  as  the  Society  of 
Architects,  United  Improvement  Society  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce  be  requested  to  express 
their  opinion  regarding  the  Mayor's  request  to 
give  the  contract  to  build  the  City  Hall  Annex 
of  granite  to  the  next  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Reports  accepted;   papers  placed  on  file. 

(8)  Report  on  message  from  Mayor  (referred 
October  28)  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
that  $75,000  be  appropriated  under  loan  order 
and  added  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Hall 
Annex — that  the  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 


(9)  Reports  recommending  that  the  following 
papers  be  placed  on  file: 

Message  from  the  Mayor  (referred  to-day) 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  General ' 
Superintendent  of  the  Bath  Department  in  reply 
to  the  order  passed  by  the  Council  October  28,  with 
reference  to  rowing  machines  for  the  Paris  Street 
Gymnasium. 

Resolutions  (referred  August  26)  in  favor  of  a 
Metropolitan  Planning  Commission  and  author- 
izing the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  at  a 
date  already  pa.st  in  favor  of  such  commission. 

Order  (referred  September  9)  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  state  whether  the  $50,000  appropriated 
foi-  East  Boston  water  front  playground  has  been 
misspent. 

Order  (referred  August  26)  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  answer  certain  specific  questions  in 
regard  to  street  lighting. 

Report  from  the  Finance  Commission  (referred 
from  last  year)  relative  to  the  .steamer  "Vigilant." 

Message  from  the  Mayor  transmitting  report 
of  the  Finance  Commission  (referred  last  year) 
relative  to  new  steamer  to  replace  the  "Vigilant." 

Order  (referred  August  26)  asking  the  Mayor 
to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  replacing  all 
gas  lamps  now  used  for  lighting  our  city  streets 
with  the  lamp  recently  invented  in  Europe,  com- 
monly known  as  the  daylight  lamp. 

Reports  accepted,  said  papers  placed  on  file. 

(10)  Report  on  petition  of  city  employees  for 
the  acceptance  of  chapter  619  of  the  Acts  of  1910, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  Cities  and 
Towns  of  the  Commonwealth  to  establish  Retire- 
ment Systems  for  their  employees,"  as  amended 
by  chapter  338  of  the  Acts  of  1911,  with  an  order 
providing  for  the  acceptance  of  said  provisions 
by  the  City  Council — recommending  the  assign- 
ment of  the  same  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  City 
Council. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  when  that 
vote  was  taken  in  Executive  Committee  I  think 
the  understanding  was  that  the  next  meeting 
would  be  in  two  weeks.  I  therefore  move  that 
this  be  assigned  to  the  meeting  following  the 
'meeting  to  be  held  a  week  from  to-day. 

Report  accepted;  said  papers  assigned  for  two 
weeks. 

(11)  Report  on  message  from  the  Mayor  (re- 
ferred from  last  year)  recommending  the  passage 
of  an  order  authorizing  the  transfer  of  $48,000 
from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund  to  an 
appropriation  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of 
Health_  for  new  steamboat — that  no  further 
action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(12)  Report  on  the  order  (referred  to-day) 
authorizing  the  City  Clerk  to  have  printed  the 
forty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  town  of  Hyde 
Park,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  City  Documents — that  the  same 
ought  to  pai5s. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 


SIDEWALK   ON   NEPONSET   AVENUE. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  Nos.  418-426  Neponset  avenue,  Ward  24, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts 
of  1893. 

Passed. 


LAND-TAKING,   OTTER    STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report  on 
the  expediency  of  taking  of  land  on  either  side  of 
Otter  street.  Ward  11,  for  the  purpose  of  widening 
the  street,  but  not  in  any  way  interfering  with 
the  main  buildings  occupying  lots  either  .side,  and 
also  the  probable  cost. 

Passed. 


APPRECIATION  OF  SECRETARY  WILLIAM 
A.   LEAHY. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following; 
Resolved^  That  Mr.  William  A.  Leahy,  by  his 
disinterested    personal    attention    to    all    matters 
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passing  officially  through  his  hands,  and  his 
efficient  and  prompt  discharge  of  public  business, 
has  made  the  relations  between  this  body  and 
the  Mayor's  office  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  all 
of  us  who  have  come  in  personal  touch  with 
him. 

We  desire  to  express  to  him  our  regret  for  his 
leaving  the  city's  service,  and  extend  to  him  our 
sincere  good  wishes  for  his  continued  success  and 
happiness. 

■The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 


NEIGHBORHOOD  PLAYGROUND,  WARD  22. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  the  following 
order — That  the  lot  of  land  on  Paul  Gore  street, 
Ward  22,  containing  about  32,346  square  feet,  sur- 
rendered to  the  City  Council  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee on  June  13,  1899,  be  and  hereby  is  placed 
in  the  care  and  custody  of  the  Park  Commissioners, 
to  be  used  for  a  so-called  neighborhood  playground 
for  small  children. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


SIDEWALK,    NEAR   EVERGREEN 
CEMETERY. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the 
Trustees  of  the  Cemetery  Department  be  requested 
to  provide  an  artificial  stone  sidewalk  along 
Commonwealth  avenue  at  the  Evergreen  Ceme- 
tery now  in  charge  of  said  department. 

Passed. 


DESIRABILITY    OF    SOMERS'    ASSESSING 
SYSTEM. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the 
Finance  Commission,  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Real  Estate  Exchange  and  United  Improvement  . 
Association  be  requested  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  desirability  of  introducing  in  Boston  the 
so-called  Somers'  system  of  assessing  real  estate. 


The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  is  almost 
a  duplicate  of  the  order  that  was  put  through  by 
this  body  on  April  10,  1911.  It  calls  attention  to 
the  Somers'  system  again  and  asks  not  only  the 
Finance  Commission  but  the  Chamber  of  (Com- 
merce, the  Real  Estate  Exchange  and  the  United 
Improvement  Association,  to  pass  upon  it.  I  think 
those  of  the  Council  who  were  present  at  the  exposi- 
tion of  the  Somers'  system  by  Mr.  Doty  feel  that 
he  did  a  great  service  to  the  community  by  explain- 
ing that  system.  It  is  one  that  will  bring  more 
publicity  into  assessing  than  exists  at  present  and 
which  will  make  proportionately  equal  the  assess- 
ing of  property  all  over  the  City  of  Boston.  By 
that  I  mean  that  under  it  the  existing  inequalities 
of  assessment  must  necessarily  cease.  The 
assessing  of  property  at  200  per  cent  of  its  real 
value  or  at  less  than  its  real  vaue  must  of  necessity- 
cease  under  that  system.  While  there  is  no 
criticism  of  the  existing  Assessing  Department 
contained  in  this  order,  it  is  merely  along  the  lines 
of  progress  to  ask  that  they  consider  seriously, 
and  that  outside  bodies  interested  in  the  city's 
good  consider  seriously,  this  new  system  that  has 
already  been  adopted  by  ten  cities  in  the  United 
States,  including  such  large  cities  as  Cleveland, 
Columbus,  Denver,  East  St.  Louis,  Joliet,  and  so 
forth.  I  not  only  hope  this  will  pass  but  that  the 
bodies  asked  to  pass  upon  it  will  consider  it  seri- 
ously and  give  some  attention  to  it,  especially 
the  Finance  Commission,  who  were  asked  to 
consider  it  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

The  order  was  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action 
taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  at 
5.15  p.  m.,  to  rheet  on  Monday,  November  25, 
at  3  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  25,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair  and  all  the 
members  present. 

APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
OflSce  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  make  the  following  appointment  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw, 
Patrick  W.  Melia  (6  Summer  street.  Ward  26). 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


TRANSFER   FOR   SOUTH   BOSTON 
MUNICIPAL   BUILDING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  under  date 
of  November  21,  1912,  in  which  he  states  that  it 
will  be  impossible  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  works  for 
the  new  municipal  building  in  South  Boston 
until  an  appropriation  is  provided  to  cover  the 
expense  of  this  position,  the  compensation  of 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  $1,600  a  year. 

On  December  18,  1911,  your  honorable  body 
passed  a  loan  order  of  $20,000  for  the  erection  of 
this  building,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  informs  me  that  the  balance  remaining 
amounts  to  only  $125.  I  recommend,  therefore, 
the  transfer  of  .$2,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund, 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Building,  South  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

November  21,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — -For  the  position  of  clerk  of  works  in 
this  department  the  Civil  Service  Commission 
has  certified  to  me  the  following  names:  Waldo 
H.  Smith,  1  Maple  park,  Roxbury;  James  J. 
Hendrick,  74  Dakota  street,  Dorchester. 

Under  the  rules  of  the  said  commission  I  am 
entitled  to  three  names  to  select  from,  and  as  the 
above  are  the  only  persons  on  the  eligible  list  for 
such  position,  they  have  authorized  me  to  make  a 
provisional  appointment  of  any  person,  at  my 
discretion,  until  such  time  as  a  suitable  eligible 
list  is  established  by  an  examination  for  the 
position. 

Regarding  this  matter  the  Corporation  Counsel 
has  advised  me  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  but  about  $125  balance  on  the  appropriation 
for  the  erection  of  the  Municipal  Building,  South 
Boston,  I  cannot  legally  make  the  appointment, 
at  least  until  such  time  as  a  sufficient  appropria- 
tion is  made  to  care  for  the  same. 

Yours  respectfully, 
M.  J.   Fish, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
P.  S.— Compensation  of  above  position  is  at  rate 
of  $1,600  a  year. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  two 


thousand  dollars  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Build- 
ing, South  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER    FOR    WARD     17    MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  under  date 
of  November  18,  in  reply  to  the  order  of  your 
honorable  body,  under  date  of  September  16,  that 
"His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  recom- 
mend a  transfer  of  $5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund, 
to  be  expended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  for  plans,  specifications,  etc.,  for  a  new 
municipal  building  on  the  site  of  the  Vine  Street 
Church,  Ward  17." 

On  August  22,  1911,  your  honorable  body 
passed  an  order  appropriating  $3,000  for  sanitary 
accommodations,  repairs  and  painting  at  the 
Vine  street  building,  and  of  this  appropriation 
$2,765.35  still  remains. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  transfer  of  $2,765.35 
from  the  appropriation  for  Vine  Street  Building, 
Sanitary  Accommodations,  Repairs  and  Painting, 
to  an  appropriation  for  New  Municipal  Building, 
Site  of  Vine  Street  Church,  Ward  17,  and  the 
transfer  of  $2,234.65  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
the  same  appropriation,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
desired  amount  of  $5,000. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

November  18,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Regarding  the  matter  of  the  inclosed 
request  of  the  City  Council,  recommending  a 
transfer  of  $5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings for  plans,  specifications,  etc.,  for  a  new  munic- 
ipal building  on  the  site  of  the  Vine  Street 
Church,  Ward  17,  I  wish  to  report  that,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  a  desirable  proposition.  In  August, 
1911,  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  was  rnade  for 
sanitary  accommodations,  repairs  and  painting  at 
the  Vine  street  building,  and  there  is  at  present 
a  balance  of  $2,765.35  left  for  this  appropriation, 
which  I  recommend  be  transferred  as  part  of  the 
$5,000  desired,  and  the  balance  taken  from  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Yours  respectfully, 
M.  J.  Fish, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and 
thirty-five  cents  ($2,765.35)  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Vine  Street  Building,  Sanitary  Accommo- 
dations, Repairs  and  Painting,  and  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars 
and  sixty-five  cents  ($2,234.65)  from  the  Reserve 
Fund,  to  an  appropriation  for  New  Municipal 
Building,  Site  of  Vine  Street  Church,  Ward  17. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REMOVAL  OF  STATUES,  COMMON- 
WEALTH AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  23,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from 
Francis  J.  Garrison,  Esq.,  expressing  regret  at 
the  proposed  removal  and  relocation  of  the  statues 
on  Commonwealth  avenue. 

As  the  proposition  has  called  forth  expressions 
of  opinion,  both  favorable  and  unfavorable,  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  your  honorable  body 
grant  a  hearing  on  this  question  before  any  definite 
decision  is  reached. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
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No.  4  Park  Street, 
Boston,  November  20,  1912. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  inclosed  clippings  from  last  Sunday's  Globe 
and  to-night's  Transcript  relative  to  the  proposed 
removal  of  the  statues  on  Commonwealth  avenue. 
It  is  a  delicate  matter  for  me  to  participate  in  the 
discussion,  since  my  father's  statue  is  one  of  those 
involved  in  the  proposition,  and  naturally  I  may 
be  thought  to  be  prejudiced,  but  I  will  not  with- 
hold from  you  the  expression  of  my  regret  that 
this  step  is  contemplated.  The  Art  Commissioners 
have  advanced  no  cogent  reasons  to  the  public 
why  the  city  should  go  to  the  expense  of  removing 
statues  which  I  think  have  been  regarded  as  well 
and  appropriately  placed,  and  certainly  are  no 
blemish,  artistically,  to  Boston's  noblest  avenue. 
The  excuse  given  me  some  months  ago  by  one 
or  two  members  of  the  commission,  when  I  was 
conferring  with  them  on  another  matter,  namely, 
that  the  statues  interfere  with  the  vista  down  the 
mall  and  should  be  removed  on  that  account, 
seems  to  me  trivial  and  by  no  means  warranting 
the  appropriation  of  $10,000  suggested  to  cover 
the  expense,  and  it  is  setting  rather  a  dangerous 
precedent  to  put  our  public  statues  and  monu- 
ments on  wheels,  so  to  speak,  to  be  trundled  at 
whim  from  one  place  to  another  at  the  behest  of  a 
shifting  committee.  And  what  is  to  hinder  the 
commission  or  their  successors  from  appropriating 
the  sites  vacated  for  other  statues  to  be  in  turn 
hustled  from  their  places. 

If,  as  stated,  the  matter  is  now  in  your  hands 
for  final  decision,  I  am  sure  you  will  give  it  full 
and  careful  consideration  before  acting,  and  I 
remain. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Francis  J.  Gakrison. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONVENIENCE    STATION,    THOMAS 
PARK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health,  under  date  of 
November  23,  advising  me  that  the  Board  recom- 
mends the  establishment  of  a  convenience  station 
at  Thomas  Park,  South  Boston.  The  Board  esti- 
mates that  the  cost  of  this  building  would  be 
approximately  $8,000. 

Your  honorable  body  has  already  passed  an 
appropriation  for  convenience  stations  at  City 
square  and  Park  square  and  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  your  Executive  Committee  make  an  investi- 
gation of  the  necessity  of  placing  a  station  in  the 
vicinity  of  Thomas  Park. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  November  23,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  flealth  directs  me  to 
advise  yoiir  Honor  of  its  recommendation  for 
the  establishment  of  a  convenience  station  at 
Thomas  Park,  South  Boston.  The  Board  feels 
that  there  is  a  distinct  need  for  a  station  here,  to 
accommodate  both  sexes,  and  that  the  best  appa- 
rent location  for  such  station  is  to  the  easterly 
side  of  the  monument,  which  would  necessitate 
the  taking  of  land  beyond  the  iron  fence.  The 
Board  would  advise  the  building  of  a  cottage  type 
of  station  similar  to  one  recently  recommended 
for  Washington  Park,  and  believe  it  could  be 
built  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $8,000. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  truly  yours, 
F.  H.  Slack,  Secretary. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPAIR   OF   PARKMAN    HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received:  , 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners informs  me,  under  date  of  November  25, 
that  the  Parkman    House  at  33  Beacon  street  is 


very  much  out  of  repair.  They  intend  to  occupy 
the  second  floor  for  their  Board  meetings  and  state 
that  some  furniture  is  necessary.  In  addition  to 
this,  improvements  in  painting,  carpenter  work, 
heating  and  electric  lighting  will  cost  not  less  than 
$6,000. 

I    recommend,    therefore,    the    passage    of    the 
accompanying  order  transferring  the  sum  of  $6,000 
from  the  Reservfe  Fund  to  a  special  appropriation 
for  Parkman  House,  Repairs  and  Furnishings. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

November  25,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  On  taking  possession  of  the  Parkman 
House  we  find  it  very  much  out  of  repair.  Neces- 
sary improvements  in  painting,  carpenter  work, 
heating  and  electric  lighting  will  cost  not  less  than 
$3,000.  Some  furniture  is  also  necessary.  It  is 
our  desire  to  use  the  second  floor  of  the  house  for 
our  Board  meetings,  hearings,  etc.,  and  to  furnish 
it  simply  but  thoroughly  well  and  in  general  char- 
acter with  the  house  as  it  was  in  its  best  estate. 
It  would  then  be  in  a  sense  a  Parkman  Memorial 
Room. 

For   the   alterations   and  repairs   and   this   fur- 
nishing we  ask  you  to  obtain  for  us  an  appropriation 
of  $6,000,  and  as  we  want  to  use  the  house  an  early 
attention  to  this  would  be  desirable. 
Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabodt,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars  (S6,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  a  special  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  Park- 
man  House,  Repairs  and  Furnishings. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Margaret  McGannon,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  account  of  an  alleged  defect 
in  East  Cottage  street,  Dorchester. 

F.  Wallace  Fairfield,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  his  trombone  injured  at  a  city  concert 
at  Franklin  Field. 

M.  Doyle  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  horse  in  public  allej'  in  rear  of  the  Vendome. 

D.  M.  Healy,  to  be  paid  for  damages  by  overflow 
of  water  at  corner  Water  and  Washington  streets. 

Charles  N.  Nickerson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  his  son's  clothing  torn  on  a  fence  on  K 
street. 

Carl  Pietchel  cl  al.,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  1,  3,  5,  7  Sanford  place  by  overflow  from  drain 
in  East  Lenox  street. 

Peter  W.  Fawcett,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  being  run  over  by  a  horse  and  carriage 
of  the  Fire  Department. 

John  J.  Fogarty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  while  employed  as  elevator  attendant  at 
City  Hall. 

Executive, 

William  Hurwitz,  for  license  to  sell  goods  as  an 
auctioneer  at  169-171  Portland  street. 

Arthur  E.  McEiffel,  Jr.,  for  a  permit  for  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Jordan  Hall 
on  December  14. 


STORAGE   OF   GASOLENE. 

Notice  was  received  from  Walter  G.  Chase, 
279  Marlborough  street.  Ward  11,  that  said  loca- 
tion was  used  for  the  storage  of  gasolene  and  of 
his  intention  to  use  the  same  for  the  ensuing  j^ear. 


NOTICES   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice    was    received    from    the    Fire    Hazard 
Commission    of     hearing    on     Tuesday     evening, 
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November  26,  at  eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  investi- 
gate the  loss  of  life  and  property  by  fire  in  the 
metropolitan  district. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  hearing  on  petition  of  the  Bay 
State  Street  Railway  Company  on  December  4, 
at  10.30  a.  m.,  for  permission  to  act  as  common 
carrier  on  certain  tracks  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Port  Directors  of 
hearing  on  December  5,  at  9.1.5  a.  m.,  on  petition 
of  American  Sugar  Refining  Company  for  license 
to  rebuild  wharf  in  Fort  Point  channel. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Port  Directors 
of  hearing  on  December  5,  at  9.15  a.  m.,  on  petition 
of  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  leave  to 
dump  snow  and  ice  in  tide  water. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRACK    RELOCATIONS. 

A  copy  of  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  the  West  End  Street 
Railway  Company  a  relocation  of  tracks  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue  {409th  location). 

Placed  on  file  and  ordered  printed. 


FINANCE   COrJMISSION   REPORT. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  November  22,  1912. 
To  tlie  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — On  November  1,  1911,  the  Finance 
Commission  submitted  to  the  Mayor  a  report  upon 
the  eollap.se  of  a  building  at  the  corner  of  Hanover 
and  Battery  streets,  which  occurred  on  October 
10,  1911,  and  in  which  three  lives  were  lost.  The 
Mayor,  in  a  communication  to  the  commission 
dated  November  3,  1911,  stated  that  the  report 
had  awakened  a  question  in  many  quarters  as 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  Building  Department  as  a 
whole,  and  he  then  requested  the  commission  to 
make  a  comprehensive  investigation  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  commission  has  made  the  investigation 
and  submits  the  following  report: 

I.  Alleged  Defects  of  the  Building  Depart- 
ment. 
At  the  time  the  commission  began  its  investiga- 
tion no  specific  charges  had  been  made  against  any 
of  the  officials  or  employees  of  the  Building  Depart- 
ment, but  there  was  considerable  unea.siness  in 
the  public  mind  as  to  the  safety  of  buildings  which 
were  being  erected.  This  feeling  was  aggravated 
by  building  collapses  which  occurred  after  the 
investigation  had  begun.  The  collapses  were 
thought  by  some  to  be  due  to  the  lack  of  proper 
safeguards  in  the  building  laws  respecting  the 
methods  of  construclion  and  the  competency  of 
those  in  charge  of  it;  others  thought  the  fault  due 
to  the  failure  of  the  Building  Department  to  require 
the  filing  of  proper  plans  prior  to  the  granting  of 
building  permits;  others  believed  it  due  to  the 
lack  of  proper  inspection  of  the  work  by  the  build- 
ing inspectors,  and  still  others  thought  it  due  to  an 
insufficient  number  of  inspectors.  The  feeling  was 
general  that  the  organization  and  methods  of  the 
department  were  faulty,  that  discipline  was  lax, 
and  that  these  evils  were  largely  due  to  the  in- 
fluence of  politics.  There  was  also  a  strong 
undercurrent  of  suspicion  as  to  the  integrity  of 
some  of  the  department's  employees,  and  many 
rumors  of  graft  were  afloat,  most  of  which  were 
vague  in  character. 

II.     Scope    ok   the   Finance    Commission's 
Investigation. 

The  commission's  inquiry  'has  included  an 
investigation  of  the  powers,  duties,  organization 
and  methods  of  the  Building  Department,  includ- 
ing the  system  under  which  complaints  for  viola- 
tion of  the  building  law  were  referred  to  and  dealt 
with  b.v  the  Law  Department,  and  an  examination 
of  certain  parts  of  the  building  law  which  affected 
public  safety.  During  the  investigation  the 
records  of  the  department  have  been  in.spected, 
there  have  been  frequent  conferences  with  the 
present  Building  Commissioner,  all  of  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Building  Department  have  been 
examined,  visits  have  been  made  to  various  build- 
ings in  course  of  erection,  and  consultations  have 
been  held  with  a  large  number  *f  architects  and 
builders,  including  three  former  heads  of  the 
Building  Department. 


III. 


Administration    of    the    Building 
Department. 


1.     Powers  and  Dulies. 

For  the  purpose  of  safeguarding  the  public 
against  the  dangers  involved  in  the  improper 
construction  and  maintenance  of  buildings  and 
other  .structures,  and  of  certain  appliances  therein 
or  appurtenant  thereto,  the  law  has  imposed  upon 
the  Building  Department  numerous  important 
duties  and  has  clothed  it  with  large  powers.  The 
department  has  supervisor.v  powers  over  tne  con- 
struction of,  additions  to  and  alterations  of  build- 
ings, the  qualit.v  of  materials  used  therein,  and  the 
erection  of  steam  boilers,  engines,  furnaces, 
d.vnamos,  etc.;  it  is  required  to  inspect  elevators 
and  hoistwa.vs;  to  in.spect  and  supervise  theaters, 
moving  picture  iiouses,  halls  and  places  of  pul^lic 
amusement  where  an  admission  fee  is  charged; 
to  inspect  and  regulate  plumbing  and  gas  fitting; 
to  examine  buildings  damaged  by  fire  or  accident; 
to  investigate  the  origin  of  fires;  to  enforce  the 
law  relating  to  egress  in  buildings  and  certain 
provisions  as  to  light,  air,  ventilation  and  sanita- 
tion in  tenement  houses;  to  see  that  unsafe  buildings 
or  structures  are  secured,  or,  upon  the  written 
approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  have  ttiem  removed 
unless  they  are  made  safe.  It  is  required  to 
examine  plans  which  have  been  filed  by  order 
of  ttie  Building  Commissioner  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  work  is  intended  to  be  done 
in  conformity  with  the  building  law,  and  to  issue 
permits  when  applications  therefor  are  made  and 
filed  in  conformit.v  with  law,  otherwise  to  withhold 
them,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Appeal^ 
and,  in  case  of  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  permit, 
to  order  the  whole  or  an.v  part  of  the  work  to  be 
stopped  until  the  terms  have  been  complied  with. 
It  is  also  required  to  keep  records  of  the  business 
transacted  by  the  department  and  of  all  violations 
of  the  building  law.* 

An  indication  of  the  amount  of  work  performed 
by  the  department  is  found  in  the  fact  that  last  year 
20,074  permits  of  various  kinds  were  granted  and 
85,441  examinations  of  various  kinds  were  made, 
including  the  examinations  of  6,141  plans. f 

It  is  obvious  that  the  efficient  discharge  of  such 
duties  and  the  proper  exercise  of  such  powers 
require  a  large,  competent  and  well-disciplined 
force  directed  by  a  thoroughly  honest  and  efficient 
building  commissioner. 

2.     Organization. 

A.     Number  and  Compensation  of  Employees. 

At  ttie  present  time  the  department's  force 
numbers  seventy-five,  and  the  total  payments  for 
salaries  and  wages  are  at  the  rate  of  $117,450  a 
.year.  The  organization  is  composed  of  eight 
divisions, — clerical,  plan,  construction,  egress  (in- 
cluding theaters  and  public  halls),  elevator, 
plumbing,  gas  fitting  and  existing  tenement 
hou.se  divisions, — each  under  a  separate  head  and 
all  under  the  control  of  the  Building  Commissioner. 
The  table  on  the  following  page  shows  the  number 
of  emplo.vees  in  the  various  divisions  and  the  total, 
the  minimum  and  tlie  maximum  salaries. 

B,  The  Building  Commissioner. 
The  building  law  (Acts  of  1907,  ch.  550,  sec.  1) 
provides  that  the  Building  Department  shall  be 
under  the  charge  of  &  building  commissioner,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  for  a  term  of  five  years,  at 
an  annual  salary  of  $5,000,  who  shall  have  had  at 
least  five  years'  experience  as  an  architect,  a  builder 
or  a  civil  engineer.  The  present  commissioner  was 
appointed  on  May  1,  1908.  He  is  an  architect  of 
twenty-five  years'  experience  and  was  a  member 
of  the  old  Board  of  Appeal  for  fifteen  years,  retiring 
in  1007  He  is  regarded  by  architects  and  builders 
generally  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  of  ample 
qualifications  for  his  position.  He  knows  the 
building  law  and  performs  his  duties  conscien- 
tiously and  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  towards  archi- 
tects, builders  and  the  employees  of  the  Building 
Department.     The   Finance   Commission   believes 


*  A  full  statement  of  the  department's  powers 
and  du.ties  ma.y  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1911-12,  pages  5  and  6. 

t  Annual  Report,  1911-12,  pages  1  and  2.  The 
number  of  examinations  given  above  does  not 
include  the  monthly  examinations  of  theaters  and 
public  halls,  or  the  examination  of  existing  tenement 
houses.  See  Annual  Report,  1911-12,  pages  23-29, 
inclusive. 
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he  has  performed  valuable  services  in  a  most  trying 
position  and  that  a  change  would  probably  result 
in  loss  to  the  city. 

The  Building  Commissioner,  however,  would 
have  performed  even  more  valuable  service  to  the 
city  if,  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  commission's 
investigation,  he  had  addressed  himself  more 
vigorously  to  the  work  of  reform  in  the  department. 
Having  authority  to  require  proper  plans  to  be 
filed  by  persons  desiring  building  permits,  he 
allowed  a  system  to  continue  up  to  the  present  year 
under  which  permits  have  been  issued  on  plans 
which  did  not  show  essential  details  of  construction. 
He  knew  that  the  class  known  as  "jerry-builders" 
were  a  menace  to  public  safety,  because  of  their 
avarice,  or  carelessness,  or  incompetency,  yet  he 
has  not  always  exercised  his  legal  authority  over 
them  to  the  full  extent  required,  nor  has  he  con- 
centrated his  plan  and  inspection  forces  sufficiently 
upon  their  work.  He  now  approves  the  idea  of 
licensing  persons  in  charge  of  building  operations, 
upon  proof  of  their  qualifications,  but  though  know- 
ing that  this  requirement  has  worked  well  in  the 
case  of  plumbers  and  gas  fitters,  and  knowing  of  a 
recommendation  to  this  effect  in  the  department's 
report  of  February  1,  1897  (City  Doc.  4  of  1897, 
page  3) ,  he  took  no  steps  to  procure  the  necessary 
legislation  until  after  the  occurrence  of  the  building 
collapses  of  last  year.  Though  strictly  honest,  and 
desirous  of  keeping  his  department  free  from  de- 
moralizing influences,  he  has  not  been  active  enough 


in  hunting  down  rumors  of  graft  which  have  been 
brought  to  his  attention,  nor  has  he  dealt  with  his 
employees  with  sufficient  severity  to  maintain  the 
discipline  required  in  a  department  upon  which 
the  safety  of  the  public  so  largely  depends.  He 
might  have  secured  the  removal  of  certain  em- 
ployees who  were  a  detriment  to  the  department, 
if  he  had  attempted  it,  but  either  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  removing  employees  who  are  under 
the  protection  of  the  civil  service  laws,  or  who 
might  be  protected  by  their  political  connections, 
he  has  not  made  the  attempt  in  any  case  except 
one.  In  that  case  the  removal  was  accomplished. 
In  short,  though  he  has  done  valuable  work  under 
the  s.ystem  he  found  in  existence  when  he  became 
head  of  the  department,  and  has  made  some 
improvements  in  it,  he  has  not  shown  as  much 
initiative  and  vigor  in  originating  and  executing 
plans  for  improvement  as  the  conditions  required. 

C.  The  Clerical  Division. 
The  head  of  the  clerical  division  is  called  the 
clerk  of  the  department  and  receives  a  salary  of 
S2,500  a  year.  In  1878,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he 
entered  the  department  as  a  permit  clerk,  and  in 
1881  was  appointed  to  his  present  position.  His 
thirty-four  years'  experience  in  the  department 
has  made  him  familiar  with  its  work  and  methods, 
and  he  has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the  study 
of  the  building  laws.  Besides  having  charge  of 
the   work   of   the   clerical   division,    he   personally 


NUMBER  AND    COMPENSATION   OF   EMPLOYEES. 


Number. 

Salaries. 

Minimum 
Salary. 

Maximum 
Salary. 

1 

$5,000 

Clerical  Division: 

1 
15 

2,500 
15,850 

$600 

Clerks* 

$1,300 

Plan  Division: 

1 

2,800 

3 

4,100 

1,300 

1,400 

Construction  Division: 

1 

2,500 

18 

28,800 

1,600 

1,600 

Egress   Division   (including  theaters   and  public 
halls) : 

1 

2,000 

7 

11,200 

1,600 

1,600 

Elevator  Division: 

Supervisor                           

1 

1,900 

3 

4,300 

1,200 

1,600 

Plumbing  Division: 

1 

2,000 

9 

14,400 

1,600 

1,600 

Gas  Fitting  Division: 

Supervisor 

1 

2,000 

9 

13,500 

1,500 

1,500 

Existing  Tenement  House  Division: 

Chief  inspector 

1 

1,700 

2 

2,900 

1,300 

1,600 

Totals 

75 

$117,450 

*  Including  1  telephone  operator,  1  chauffeur  and  2  constables. 
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prepares  the  statistical  and  other  data  for  presen- 
tation in  the  department's  annual  reports,  and 
assists  the  eommissioner  in  preparing  the  cases 
that  go  to  the  Board  of  Appeal.  Under  his  direc- 
tion the  office  correspondence  is  attended  to,  the 
various  papers  and  documents,  which  are  required 
by  law  or  by  the  existing  practice  in  the  depart- 
ment, are  filed  and  recorded,  indexes  ai-e  kept  and 
notices  are  issued.  In  many  respects  the  work  is 
well  done,  but  it  is  open  to  criticism  in  other 
respects.  The  commission's  unfavorable  criticism 
relates  to  the  annual  reports  and  to  certain  gaps 
in  the  records,  both  of  which  subjects  are  treated 
in  other  parts  of  this  report. 

D.     The  Plan  Division. 

This  division  receives  and  examines  all  applica- 
tions, with  the  accompanying  plans  and  drawings, 
for  permits  for  the  erection  and  alteration  of  build- 
ings, the  setting  of  boilers,  engines,  etc.,  and  makes 
reports  thereon  to  the  Building  Commissioner. 

The  head  of  the  division,  who  is  now  about 
sixty-five  years  old,  entered  the  Building  Depart- 
ment in  1878,  having  had  ten  years'  previous 
experience  in  an  architect's  office  and  five  years' 
experience  as  an  architect  on  his  own  account. 
In  1881  he  w'as  given  charge  of  the  plans  filed  with 
the  department,  and  has  since  remained  at  the 
head  of  this  division.  His  present  title  is  super- 
intendent of  plans,  and  his  salary  is  $2,800  a  year. 
He  has  three  assistants,  two  rated  as  architects, 
and  one  as  a  draughtsman,  appointed  respectively 
in  1901,  1903  and  1911,  the  finst  two  having  had 
previous  experience  as  architects,  and  the  third 
having  previously  been  a  draughtsman  in  an 
architect's  office.  Each  of  the  two  former  receives 
a  salary  of  .'Sl,400  a  year,  and  the  latter  $1,300  a 
year. 

The  work  of  the  division  is  not  done  in  a  per- 
functory manner,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  last 
year  approval  was  refused  on  1,247  out  of  a  total 
of  0,141  plans  filed,  or  more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
entire  number.  The  work,  however,  is  not  done 
as  well  as  it  should  be.  There  are  marked  differ- 
ences in  the  abilities  of  the  four  members  of  the 
division,  the  head  of  the  divi.sion  being  the  best 
qualified  by  reason  of  his  long  experience.  Yet 
the  work  is  distributed  in  turns,  generally  without 
regard  to  its  difficulty,  although  the  latest  appointee 
is  confined  more  to  plans  for  second  and  third  class 
buildings  than  are  the  older  and  more  experienced 
officials.  As  a  rule  the  superintendent  of  plans 
accepts  the  judgment  of  his  subordinates,  and  the 
Building  Commissioner  accepts  the  judgment  of 
the  superintendent,  .so  that  permits  may,  and  do, 
issue  on  the  judgment  of  the  least  qualified.  In 
the  case  of  the  Hanover  street  building  which 
collapsed,  causing  several  deaths,  the  superin- 
tendent did  not  examine  the  plan,  but,  relying 
on  the  judgment  of  the  ennjloyce  who  did,  he 
recommended  the  granting  of^  the  permit  and  the 
Building  Commissioner  granted  it.  The  super- 
intendent has  since  stated  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission that  if  he  had  examined  that  plan  he 
would  not  have  approved  it. 

No  one  in  this  divi.sion  has  specialized  on  steel  or 
reinforced  concrete  construction  and  there  has  long 
been  a  need  for  the  services  of  a  structural  engineer. 
Both  the  head  of  the  division  and  the  Building 
Commissioner  have  been  aware  of  this  defect  in 
the  organiz.'ition,  but  it  has  not  been  remedied. 
The  Building  Commissioner  is  authorized  by  law 
to  impose  such  conditions  as  he  sees  fit  in  a  permit 
for  the  structural  use  of  reinforced  concrete  and, 
as  there  Is  no  one  in  the  plan  division  capable  of 
passing  upon  such  matters,  he  has  until  recently 
required  the  plans  for  all  such  structures  to  be 
approved,  at  the  expense  of  the  applicant,  by  an 
engineer  selected  by  the  commissioner  out  of  four 
engineers  not  in  the  city's  employ.  At  the  present 
time  such  plans  arc  submitted  to  the  engineer 
of  the  bridge  and  ferry  division  of  the  Public  Works 
Department,  under  an  arrangement  between  the 
X^ommLssioner  of  Public  Works  and  the  Building 
Commissioner,  and  the  owners  of  buildings  have 
thereby  been  relieved  of  the  expense. 

The  division,  in  trying  to  explain  to  owners  or 
builders  the  imperfections  of  plans,  has  wasted 
much  time  which  could  have  been  saved  if  such 
plans  had  been  rejected  with  instructions  to  bring 
in  proper  plans  prepared  by  competent  architects. 
If  this  had  been  done,  the  builders  who  have 
employed  incompetent  architects,  or  competent 
architects  who  were  paid  so  little  that  they  couhl 
not  afford  to  spend  enough  time  on  the  plans  to  do 
good  work,  would  have  learned  by  this  time  that 
they   were  losing  Ijoth  time  and   money   by  pre- 


senting improper  plans  to  the  Building  Department. 

The  division  has  also  been  hampered  by  the  fact 
that  its  examination  of  plans  has  been  made  in  a 
room  open  to  the  public,  with  no  privacy,  and  sub- 
ject to  interruptions  so  frequent  as  often  to  prevent 
the  concentration  of  mind  which  the  study  of 
plans  requires. 

The  plan  division  is  one  of  the  mo.st  important 
in  the  department,  but  its  actual  needs,  though 
known,  have  been  long  neglected.  It  should  be 
thoroughly  reorganized  without  unnecessary  delay. 

E.     The  Construction  Division. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  division  to  examine  the 
premises  when  an  application  is  made  to  erect  a 
building;  to  examine  as  often  as  practicable  every 
building  in  process  of  construction  or  repair;  to 
exjimine  buildings  damaged  by  fire,  or  reported  or 
believed  to  be  unsafe;  to  investigate  and  report 
upon  the  origin  of  fires,  and  to  inspect  the  erection 
of  boilers,  engines  and  other  structures. 

The  head  of  the  division  was  appointed  to  his 
present  position  in  1903  under  the  title  of  super- 
visor of  construction  and  his  salary  is  S2,500  a 
year.  He  is  fifty-nine  years  old  and  has  been 
connected  since  youth  with  the  building  business  as 
carpenter,  builder  and  employee  of  the  Public 
Buildings  or  the  Building  Department,  except 
for  about  seven  years,  when  he  was  employed 
in  tlie  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment. His  practical  experience  has  made  him 
familiar  with  the  building  law  and  with  methods  of 
construction  generally,  but  his  qualifications.for  the 
supervision  of  the  larger  buildings  of  first-class' 
construction  are  not  as  good  as  the  city  should 
require  for  such  an  important  po.sition.  He  should 
be  retained  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  supervisor, 
as  hereinafter  described,  and  one  better  qualified 
to  deal  with  the  larger  and  more  difficult  problems 
should  be  made  supervisor  of  construction  with  a 
higlier  salary. 

There  are  now  eighteen  inspectors  of  construc- 
tion in  this  division,  an  increase  of  four  having  been 
made  this  year.  There  are  fifteen  whose  ages 
range  from  twenty-eight  to  fifty-four  years,  and 
there  are  three  who  are  sixty-three,  sixty-seven 
and  seventy-two  years  old  respectively,  two  of 
them  being  veterans  of  the  Civil  War.  The  li.st 
includes  architects,  engineers,  builders,  carpenters, 
masons  and  bricklayers;  some  have  had  experience 
as  foremen  of  construction  and  all  seem  qualified 
for  their  duties. 

Considering  the  many  difficulties  they  encounter, 
the  in.spectors  .seem  to  have  been  too  severely 
criticised,  although  the  record  of  the  division  has 
been  marred  by  some  building  collapses  which 
might  have  been  prevented  if  certain  inspectors 
had  been  more  diligent  in  their  work  and  more 
exacting  with  the  builders.  They  have  been  too 
much  inclined  to  take  for  granted  that  foundations 
which  have  been  covered  up  in  their  absence  have 
been  properly  constructed.  Thus,  if  the  inspector 
on  the  building  at  the  corner  of  Hanover  and  Bat- 
tery streets  had  insisted  upon  having  an  excavation 
made  so  that  he  could  examine  the  pier  upon  which 
the  column  rested,  he  would  have  discovered  that 
the  pier  had  been  improperly  constructed,  and  he 
could  have  ordered  the  liuilder  to  reconstruct  the 
pier  and  thus  prevent  the  loss  of  life  which  resulted 
from  the  collapse  gf  the  pier.  The  weakness  of  the 
department's  system  in  failing  to  require  a  proper 
examination  of  the  land  upon  which  a  build  ng  is  to 
be  erected  was  also  shown  in  this  case,  for  the  appli- 
cation and  plans  were  for  a  new  building,  apparently 
upon  a  new  foundation,  yet  there  was  on  the 
premises  an  old  foundation  upon  which  the  owner 
intended  to  build,  and  there  was  a  well  under  that 
foundation,  which  afterwards  had  to  be  filled  up. 
The  department  now  requires  an  adequate  inspec- 
tion of  the  land.  Likewise  loss  of  life  could  have 
been  prevented  in  the  building  at  15-17  Edinboro' 
street  if  the  inspector,  who  had  repeatedly  warned 
the  builder  about  ihe  support  under  the  building, 
had  brought  the  dangers  of  the  situation  to  the 
attention  of  the  Building  Commissioner  and  the 
latter  had  exercised  the  powers  given  him  by  the 
building  law.  That  law  (Acts  of  1907,  ch.  .550, 
sec.  4)  authorizes  the  commissioner  to  give  written 
notice  of  the  dangerous  condition  of  a  building 
or  structure  to  the  owner,  agent,  or  any  other 
person  having  an  interest  therein.  If  the  owner, 
agent  or  other  person  in  interest  does  not  make  the 
building  safe,  the  commissioner,  under  see.  5  of 
said  act,  may  secure  the  same  or,  under  sec.  4,  may, 
with  written  approval  of  the  Mayor,  order  the 
building  to  be  vacated  forthwith.  These  sections 
of  the  statute  are  usually  invoked  in  the  case  of 
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completed  buildings  which  axe  occupied  by  tenants, 
but  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  these  powers 
may  not  be  exercised  in  the  ease  of  a  building  in 
process  of  erection,  particularly  where,  as  in  the 
Edinboro'  street  case,  the  lives  of  numbers  of 
workmen  in  various  parts  of  the  building  are  in 
constant  danger  because  of  the  building's  insuffi- 
cient supports.  The  commissioner  was  not  made 
aware  of  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  Edinboro' 
street  building  by  the  inspector,  and  the  builder 
was  allowed  to  continue  the  work  of  construction 
without  strengthening  the  single  support,  which 
consisted  of  a  piece  of  joist  placed  on  top  of  a  screw- 
jack.  The  support  failed  because  of  its  insuf- 
ficiency, or  because  it  was  struck  by  a  falling  plank 
or  by  a  hod  in  the  hands  of  a  workman;  the  build- 
ing collapsed,  one  man  was  killed  and  several  others 
were  seriously  injured. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  said  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  engineer  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
who  made  an  examination  of  the  four  buildings 
which  collapsed  near  the  junction  of  Saratoga  and 
Bennington  streets.  East  Boston,  and  of  the 
building  at  9  Charter  street  which  also  collapsed, 
no  blame  can  be  attached  to  the  building  inspectors 
or  any  of  the  officials  of  the  Building  Department. 
■The  collapse  of  the  four  buildings  in  East  Boston 
was  due  to  an  exceptionally  severe  gale,  and  the 
collapse  of  the  wall  of  the  Charter  street  building 
was  due  to  the  overloading  of  floors  by  ignorant  or 
careless  workmen,  and  not  to  any  lack  of  care  on  the 
part  of  the  building  inspector.  The  loss  of  life 
in  the  Filene  and  the  Gilchrist  buildings  was  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  commission,  due  to  any 
fault  on  the  part  of  the  building  inspectors. 

The  loose  system  which  prevailed  until  recently 
invited  shirking,  but  better  results  are  now  being 
obtained  under  the  new  and  improved  system  of 
checking  up  the  work  of  the  inspectors.  The 
present  rules  require  them  to  begin  their  field 
work  at  9  a.  m.,  to  enter  in  their  records  the  time 
when  each  building  is  inspected,  and  to  be^at  the 
office  of  -the  department  at  4  p.  m.,  every  day 
except  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  at  9  a.  m.  on 
Saturday,  to  report  upon  the  day's  work  and 
to  receive  new  applications.  An  additional  check 
would  be  provided  if  two  assistant  supervisors  w-ere 
appointed,  whose  duty  would  be  to  spend  practi- 
cally their  entire  time  in  the  field  overseeing  the 
work  of  the  inspectors  and  advising  them  upon 
difficult  questions  of  construction.  If  this  sug- 
gestion be  adopted  and  young  and  capable  men  be 
appointed  hereafter  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  ranks 
of  the  inspectors,  the  present  number  of  inspectors 
(eighteen)  need  not  be  increased. 

All  the  inspectors  have  complained  of  being  over- 
worked, but  with  the  four  new  inspectors  appointed 
this  year,  and  the  aid  of  two  assistant  supervisors, 
as  herein  recommended,  the  work  can  be  properly 
done  without  strain.  The  city  should  not  burden 
the  taxpayers  by  increasing  the  number  of  in- 
spectors to  the  extent  that  would  be  required  if  an 
absolute  guaranty  of  public  safety  were  attempted; 
nor  could  the  cost  of  such  an  attempt  be  assessed 
directly  upon  the  owners  of  buildings,  as  it  would 
arrest  the  development  of  the  city.  It  is  not  the 
duty  of  the  city  to  give  such  a  guaranty,  nor  could 
it  fulfill  the  duty  even  though  the  force  should 
be  increased  indefinitely.  Such  an  attempt 
would  be  as  futile  as  an  attempt  to  abolish  crime 
by  increasing  the  number  of  policemen,  or  to 
prevent  fire  by  multiplying  the  number  of  firemen. 
The  city's  duty  is  only  to  provide  enough  qualified 
inspectors,  under  competent  direction,  to  take  all 
reasonable  precautions  against  such  dangers  to 
public  safety  as  may  fairly  be  anticipated.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  commission  it  can  perform  that 
duty  by  maintaining  the  present  number  of  in- 
spectors, by  providing  for  better  direction  and 
supervision  of  their  work,  by  maintaining  stricter 
discipline,  by  requiring  that  building  construction 
shall  be  in  the  charge  of  competent  persons  licensed 
after  proof  of  their  qualifications,  and  by  prosecut- 
ing with  vigor  and  firmness  every  violation  of  the 
building  laws  that  menaces  public  safety. 

F.  The  Egress  Division. 
It  is  the  duty  of  this  division  to  make  examina- 
tions of  all  buildings  under  sec.  12,  ch.  550,  Acts 
of  1907,  as  amended  by  ch.  369,  Acts  of  1912, 
which  provide  that  "Every  building  shaTl  have, 
with  reference  to  its  height,  condition,  construc- 
tion, surroundings,  character  of  occupation  and 
number  of  occupants,  reasonable  means  of  egress, 
in  case  of  fire,  satisfactory  to  the  commissioner, 
except  that  in  all  factories  or  workshops  hereafter 
built    or    altered,     of    second-class    construction, 


where  ten  or  more  persons  are  employed  above 
the  second  floor,  one  exit  shall  consist  of  a  fire- 
proof stairway  enclosed  in  incombustible  material. 
No  building  hereafter  erected  shall  be  occupied  or 
permitted  to  be  occupied  until  said  means  of 
egress  have  .been  provided  in  accordance  with 
plans  and  drawings  approved  by  the  Building 
Commissioner."  It  is  also  required  to  make 
examinations  under  various  provisions  of  ch.  5-50 
of  the  Acts  of  1907,  relating  to  factories,  work- 
shops, buildings  used  above  the  first  floor  for  the 
storage  or  sale  of  goods,  tenement  houses,  etc., 
and  to  inspect  the  physical  condition  of  theaters 
and  other  places  of  public  assembly  as  required 
by  ch.  450  of  the  Acts  of  1904,  and  ch.  550  of  the 
Acts  of  1907  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof. 

The  head  of  the  division  was  appointed  to  his 
present  position  in  1910,  his  title  is  supervisor  of 
egress,  and  his  salary  is  $2,000  a  year.  He  is  now 
forty-three  years  old  and  has  had  about  twenty- 
five  years'  experience  in  various  city  offices,  includ- 
ing the  City  Architect  Department  and  the  Build- 
ing Department.  He  was  an  inspector  in  the 
construction  division  at  one  time  and  later  was 
made  one  of  the  two  supervisors  of  construction. 
His  work  as  supervisor  was  entirely  satisfactory 
to  the  commissioner,  but  he  was  transferred  and 
put  in  charge  of  the  egress  division  because  of  the 
growing  importance  of  that  work,  and  he  has  per- 
formed his  duties  with  intelligence  and  discretion. 

There  are  now  seven  inspectors  in  the  egress 
division.  The  ages  of  six  range  from  thirty  to 
forty-seven  years,  and  one,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  is  over  seventy-five  years  of  age,  having 
been  appointed  to  this  position  in  1906,  by  a  former 
Building  Commissioner,  who  knew  that  he  had  no 
special  qualifications,  and  ■  that  he  was  almost 
sixty-nine  years  old.  His  appointment  at  such 
an  advanced  age  to  a  position  requiring  much 
physical  activity  was  made  in  flagrant  violation 
of  the  city's  interests.  The  other  six  inspectors 
seem  to  be  qualified  for  their  positions.  Two  of 
them  were  carpenters  by  trade,  one  having  held  a 
position  as  foreman  of  carpenters  before  he  entered 
the  city's  employ;  another  was  a  bricklayer  and 
mason  by  trade,  having  become  foreman  of  brick- 
layers and  masons  before  his  employment  b.v  the 
city;  another  was  an  architect,  and  another  gradu- 
ated as  an  engineer  from  the  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology. The  sixth  inspector  was  a  plumber  by 
trade  and  was  first  appointed  to  the  Building 
Department  as  a  plumbing  inspector,  but  after- 
w'ards  passed  a  civil  ser\dce  examination  as  build- 
ing inspector,  and  later  was  transferred  to  the 
egress  division. 

The  construction  division  has  inspected  egress 
in  all  buildings  erected  since  August  1,  1907,  the 
date  upon  which  the  building  law  went  into  effect. 

The  egress  division  inspects  all  buildings  existing 
at  the  time  the  building  law  went  into  effect:  but 
prior  to  June,  1911,  its  work  was  conducted  without 
any  definite  plan.  Most  of  the  time  of  the  in- 
spectors was  spent  in  investigating  complaints 
of  insufficient  egress  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  one 
inspector  being  assigned  to  one  section  one  day 
and  to  another  the  next  day.  Consequently 
very  little  progress  was  made.  Since  .lune,  1911, 
however,  the  work  has  been  carried  on  under  a 
niuch  better  system;  the  city  has  been  divided 
into  blocks,  each  inspector  having  a  definite  assign- 
ment, and  up  to  October  1,  1912,  the  inspection 
of  three  of  the  wards  requiring  the  most  attention 
(Wards  6,  S  and  11)  had  been  practically  completed. 
'There  will  be  less  difficulty  in  inspecting  most  of 
the  other  wards,  and  if  the  work  is  prosecuted 
vigorously  it  will  be  completed  within  the  next 
five  or  six  years.  Then  the  present  force  can  be 
reduced  in  number.  The  supervisor  of  the  egress 
division  and  one  of  his  inspectors  should  be  retained 
to  continue  the  work  of  inspecting  theaters  and 
other  places  of  public  assembly,  and  two  or  three 
of  the  other  six  inspectors  should  be  retained  to 
examine  the  means  of  egress  in  buildings  where 
changes  in  occupancy  are  made  and  the  buildings 
are  used  for  new  purposes  requiring  additional 
means  of  egress. 

The  duty  of  the  egress  division  with  regard  to 
the  inspection  of  theaters,  public  halls  and  moving 
picture  houses  relates  principally  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  existing  means  of  protection  against 
fire.  This  work  is  in  charge  of  the  supervisor  of 
the  division  and  one  inspector,  another  inspector 
being  occasionally  called  upon  to  assist  in  the 
work.  So  far  as  the  commission  can  ascertain, 
the  work  is  well  done.  The  work  of  the  egress 
division  is  supplemented  by  the  inspectors  of  the 
Police  and  the  Fire  Departments  and  the  Boston 
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Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  and  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  is  made  easier  because  of  the  Mayor's 
power  to  withhold  licenses  until  such  changes  have 
been  made  as  in  his  opinion  public  safety  requires. 
Though  the  inspection  of  theaters,  public  halls 
and  moving  picture  houses  seems  to  be  executed 
in  a  proper  manner,  there  are  certain  defective 
conditions  in  some  of  them  which  seem  to  be  be- 
yond the  control  of  the  Building  Department  or 
other  public  authorities.  The  law  of  1907,  ch. 
550,  sees.  77-110,  inclusive,  relates  to  buildings 
erected  for  or  converted  into  theaters  and  other 
places  of  public  a.ssembly  after  August  1,  1907. 
There  seems  to  be  adequate  protection  so  far  as 
new  theaters  and  other  places  of  public  assembly 
are  concerned,  but  the  provisions  of  the  act  relat- 
ing to  theaters  existing  at  the  time  the  law  went 
into  elTcct  (sec.  Ill)  are  inadequate.  Though  the 
older  theaters  have  provided  various  means  of 
improving  the  facilities  for  preserving  safety, 
some  features  still  remain  which  are  a  distinct 
menace  to  the  public.  While  the  commission  does 
not  suggest  that  the  older  theaters  and  places  of 
public  assembly  be  brought  into  conformity  in  all 
respects  with  the  law  relating  to  new  theaters  and 
places  of  public  assembly,  there  are  certain  im- 
portant provisions  which  should  be  made  appli- 
cable to  all. 

G.     The  Plumbing  Division. 

This  division  is  required  to  inspect  all  plumbing 
work  in  process  of  construction,  alteration  or 
repair,  for  which  permits  have  been  granted,  and 
to  report  to  the  commissioner  all  violations  of 
any  law,  ordinance,  by-law,  rule  or  regulation 
relating  to  plumbing.  All  plumbers  have  been 
required  since  1893  (Acts  of  1893,  ch.  477)  to  be 
registered  after  an  examination.  The  examina- 
ti»ns  are  now  held  by  a  board  appointed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  (Acts  of  1909,  ch.  536.) 
The  Board  of  Examiners  must  have  as  members, 
a  plumber  of  five  years'  continuous  practical 
experience,  a  sanitary  expert,  and  a  third  member 
who  po.ssesses  the  qualifications  required  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  Unregistered  plumbers 
are  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  $50  for  each 
violation  of  the  law;  and  a  registered  plumber 
who  violates  the  provisions  of  law  is  liable  to 
said  fine,  and  for  a  second  offence  his  license  may 
be  revoked.  The  authority  of  plumbing  inspectors 
is  defined  in  the  Acts  of  1893,  ch.  477,  as  amended 
by  the  Acts  of  1894,  ch.  455;  and  the  building 
law  (Acts  of  1907,  ch.  550,  sees.  112-124,  inclusive) 
prescribes  the  conditions  under  which  the  work  of 
plumbing  shall  be  carried  on. 

The  head  of  the  plumbing  division  receives  a 
salary  of  .$2,000  a  year,  and  his  title  is  supervisor 
of  plumbing.  The  present  incumbent  of  the 
office  entered  the  department  in  1897  as  a  plumbing 
inspector,  in  1900  was  made  supervisor,  but  in 
1906  was  reduced  to  the  rank  of  inspector.  He 
was  again  appointed  supervisor  in  1908,  and  has 
since  held  the  position.  He  is  forty-four  years  old 
and  had  thirteen  years'  experience  as  a  plumber 
before  he  entered  the  department.  He  appears 
to  be  competent  and,  so  far  as  the  commission 
can  ascertain,  his  work  is  performed  efficiently. 

There  are  nine  inspectors,  each  of  whom  receives 
a  salary  of  $1,600  a  year,  and  whose  ages  range 
from  thirty-two  to  fifty-eight  years,  four  being 
between  forty  and  fifty,  and  four  being  between 
fifty  and  fifty-eight  years  old.  The  inspectors  of 
plumbing  are  required  by  law  to  be  practical 
plumbers  of  at  least  five  years'  continued  practical 
experience,  either  as  masters  or  as  journeymen, 
during  the  years  next  preceding  the  dates  of  their 
appointments.  All  of  the  present  inspectors  seem 
competent. 

For  the  purpose  of  plumbing  inspection  the  city 
is  divided  into  nine  districts  and  each  inspector 
is  assigned  to  a  district.  Some  inspectors  com- 
plain that  their  districts  are  too  large,  but  the 
commission  believes  that  the  force  is  sufficient 
to  accomplish  the  necessary  work  and  that  no 
increase  in  the  number  of  inspectors  would  be 
justified.  The  plumbing  in.spectors  do  not  have 
the  same  difficulty  that  the  inspectors  of  the 
construction  division  constantly  meet,  namely, 
that  cau.sed  by  vmtrained  and  incompetent  work- 
men, as  all  plumbers,  unlike  bricklayers,  masons, 
carpenters,  etc.,  must  pass  an  examination  and 
receive  a  license  before  they  are  permitted  to  engage 
in  their  trade.  Another  difficulty  frequently 
encountered  by  the  inspectors  in  the  construction 
division,  namely,  that  of  having  foundations 
and  other  parts  of  buildings  covered  up  in  their 
absence,  does  not  exist  in  the  case  of  the  plumbing 


inspectors,  as  the  building  law  provides  that  pipes 
or  other  fixtures  shall  not  be  covered  or  concealed 
from  view  until  approved  by  the  Building  Com- 
missioner, and  that  "plumbing  shall  not  be  used 
unless,  when  roughed  in,  the  wastes,  vents  and 
back  air  pipes  and  traps  are  first  tested  by  water 
of  sufficient  air  pressure  in  the  presence  of  an 
inspector,  when  such  testing  is  practicable." 
(Acts  1907,  ch.  5.50,  sec.  116.) 

H.     The  Gas  Fitting  Division. 

The  inspection  of  gas  fitting  in  the  City  of  Boston 
is  performed  by  the  Building  and  the  Health 
Departments  under  the  provisions  of  ch.  265  of  the 
Acts  of  1897.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  gas  fitting 
division  of  the  Building  Department  to  inspect 
gas  fixtures  when  they  are  installed;  and  the  con- 
sumer will  not  be  supplied  with  gas  by  the  gas 
company  until  the  Building  Department's  inspector 
has  approved  the  gas  fitting  work.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  Health  Department  to  inspect  the  old  gas 
fixtures  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  being  main- 
tained in  safe  condition. 

The  law  requires  that  all  persons  who  desire  to 
engage  in  or  work  at  the  business  of  gas  fitting  in 
the  City  of  Boston  shall  pass  an  examination  held 
by  a  Board  of  Examiners  consisting  of  the  Building 
Commissioner,  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health 
and  a  third  person  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Health.  When  the  board  certifies  than  an  appli- 
cant has  passed  an  examination,  the  Building 
Commissioner  issues  the  license  upon  the  payment 
of  a  fee;  and  if  the  gas  fitter  violates  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  he  is  liable  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  $100  for  each  offence  and  his  license  may 
be  revoked  by  the  Building  Commissioner. 

The  present  supervisor  entered  the  department  in 
1897  as  an  inspector  and  in  the  following  year  was 
made  supervisor.  He  is  forty-eight  years  old  and 
his  salary  is  $2,000  a  year.  Before  he  entered  the 
city's  employ  he  had  had  seventeen  years'  expe- 
rience as  a  gas  fitter,  which  qualified  him  for  his 
position.  No  question  has  been  raised  as  to  his 
competency,  but,  as  will  be  shown  hereinafter,  he 
has  neglected  his  duties  in  respect  to  the  recording 
of  accidents  due  to  the  escape  or  explo.sion  of  gas, 
and  for  years  he  has  been  borrowing  money  from 
gas  fitters  whose  work  is  subject  to  his  approval 
or  disapproval. 

There  are  nine  inspectors  in  this  division,  assigned 
to  separate  districts,  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  a  year 
each.  Their  ages  range  from  forty-four  to  sixty- 
four  years,  two  being  over  sixty  years  old.  All  the 
inspectors  have  had  experience  which  tended  to 
qualify  them  for  the  proper  discharge  of  their 
duties,  having  been  either  gas  fitters  or  inspectors 
of  gas  companies  for  periods  ranging  from  twelve 
to  thirty-three  years,  and  all  seem  competent.  The 
districts  are  large  and  some  of  the  inspectors  think 
the  work  required  of  them  is  excessive,  but  there 
should  be  no  difficulty,  under  proper  management, 
in  having  the  necessary  work  done  by  a  force  of  this 
size. 

During  the  entire  time  in  which  the  present 
supervisor  has  had  charge  of  the  gas  fitting  division 
no  serious  attempt  seems  to  have  been  made  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  accidents  due  to  the 
escape  or  explosion  of  gas,  or  the  number  of  persons 
injured  or  killed  thereby;  nor  has  there  been  any 
adequate  presentation  of  the  record  of  such  cases 
in  the  annual  reports  of  the  department.  For 
eight  years  after  the  year  1902-03  these  reports 
omitted  all  reference  to  gas  accidents,  and  for  the 
greater  part  of  these  eight  years  the  records  of  the 
department  show  such  a  small  number  of  gas 
accidents  as  to  indicate  that  the  recording  system 
had  almost  entirely  broken  down.  Further  evi- 
dence of  neglect  was  found  in  the  fact  that  twenty- 
two  gas  accidents,  or  one-fifth  of  the  number  shown 
on  the  department's  records  from  1898-99  to 
1902-03,  inclusive,  did  not  appear  in  the  annual 
reports. 

The  supervisor  depended  upon  the  newspapers 
for  information  as  to  such  accidents,  instead  of 
finding  and  using  more  reliable  sources  of  informa- 
tion. During  the  present  year,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  a  system  of  coopera- 
tion has  been  established  between  the  Police  and 
Building  Departments,  by  means  of  which  the 
Building  Department  receives  notices  of  gas 
accidents  from  the  Police  Department.  The 
former  careless  methods  of  procuring  information 
as  to  gas  accidents  caused  wide  discrepancies 
between  the  number  of  such  accidents  recorded 
by  the  gas  fitting  division  of  the  Building  Depart- 
ment and  the  number  shown  in  the  reports  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gas  and  Electric   Light  Commis- 
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sion.  Thus,  for  the  period  beginning  January  1, 
1S9S,  and  ending  January  31,  1912,  the  records 
of  the  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Commission  show 
tliat  there  were  920  gas  accidents  in  Boston,  in 
wliich  540  persons  were  killed  and  693  injured; 
while  only  230  such  accidents,  or  one-fourth  as 
many,  are  shown  on  the  records  of  the  Building 
Department.  The  records  and  reports  of  the 
Building  Department  are  also  defective  in  that 
they  do  not  show  how  many  persons  were  killed 
or  injured  in  gas  accident  cases,  the  records  and 
reports  in  many  cases  merely  stating  "several," 
without  giving  the  number. 

As  previously  stated,  the  gas  accidents  were 
omitted  from  the  J3uilding  Department's  reports 
in  the  years  1903-04  to  1910-11,  inclusive,  but 
their  publication  was  resumed  in  1911-12  upon 
the  suggestion  of  the  Finance  Commission.  The 
report  for  1911-12,  as  originally  compiled,  was 
defective,  however,  for  it  referred  to  only  three 
of  the  thirty-four  cases  which  were  on  record  in 
the  department.  The  Building  Department  report 
would  have  shown  only  three  gas  accidents,  ^  in 
which  there  were  two  deaths,  if  the  commission 
had  not  learned  from  the  Board  of  Health  that 
there  were  many  more  deaths  from  gas  in  that 
year.  The  commission  called  attention  to  the 
discrepancy  and  the  supervisor  of  the  gas  fitting 
division  then  incorporated  in  the  Building  Depart- 
ment's report,  under  the  title  "Addenda,"  thirty- 
one  more  cases,  in  eighteen  of  which  there  had 
been  fatal  results. 

Complaints  have  been  made  that  gas  fixtures 
have  not  been  properly  inspected  and  that  some 
of  the  numerous  cases  of  asphyxiation  have  been 
due  to  this  cause.  The  reports  of  the  inspectors 
do  not  indicate  that  the  inspections  were  insuffi- 
cient, and  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  they 
would,  as  the  inspectors  examined  and  reported 
upon  all  accidents  which  occurred  in  their  own 
districts.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission this  system  was  abandoned,  and  such 
examinations  are  now  made  by  the  supervisor 
of  the  gas  fitting  division.  In  all  probability  most 
cases  of  asphyxiation  have  been  due  either  to  care- 
lessness or  suicidal  intent  upon  the  part  of  the 
occupants  of  the  buildings,  rather  than  to  insuffi- 
cient inspection  of  the  gas  fixtures. 

There  have  also  been  frequent  complaints  that 
the  gas  fitting  division  has  not  exercised  due 
diligence  in  preventing  unlicensed  persons  from 
doing  the  work  of  gas  fitting.  It  is  difficult  to 
secure  evidence  against  such  offenders,  for  on  the 
approach  of  the  inspector  they  stop  work,  and 
upon  being  questioned  state  that  they  are  merely 
acting  as  helpers  for  the  licensed  gas  fitter  in 
charge  of  the  work.  A  large  number  of  offenders 
undoubtedly  have  escaped  because  of  the  difficulty 
-of  securing  evidence  again,st  them,  but  the  super- 
visor has  not  sought  to  obtain  evidence  against 
unlicensed  gas  fitters  in  a  thorough  and  systematic 
manner. 

I.     The  Elevator  Division. 

This  division  is  required  to  inspect  all  freight 
and  passenger  elevators,  dumb  waiters,  lifts,  etc., 
to  inspect  tests  of  the  safety  devices  on  elevators, 
and  to  determine  the  cause  of  accidents  resulting 
from  the  operation  of  elevators.  The  law  relating 
to  the  inspection  of  elevators  in  the  City  of  Boston 
(Acts  of  1907,  ch.  550,  sec.  38)  provides  many  safe- 
guards against  fire  and  accidents  due  to  the  opera- 
tion of  elevators,  and  authorizes  the  Building 
Commissioner  to  require  additional  safeguards 
if,  in  his  judgment,  the  condition,  use  or  sur- 
roundings of  the  elevator  demand  them.  No 
permit  for  the  installation  of  an  elevator  is  granted 
until  the  applicant  has  submitted  and  received 
the  approval  of  a  plan  showing  the  proposed 
location  of  the  shaftwaj"^  and  the  area  and  situa- 
tion of  the  machine  room,  and  no  elevator  may  be 
used  until  it  is  approved  in  writing  by  the  Building 
Commissioner. 

Under  these  provisions  the  construction  and  use 
of  elevators  has  been  regulated  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  reduce  the  dangers  from  fire  and  accident, 
but  the  protection  which  the  public  has  received 
has  been  due  in  large  part  to  the  frequent  inspec- 
tions made  by  casualty  insurance  companies  and 
to  the  watchfulness  of  the  Bo.ston  Boa^rd  of  Fire 
Underwriters.  Incompetent  elevator  "inspectors 
have  been  appointed  in  disregard  of  the  right  of 
the  public  to  protection  through  proper  in.spec- 
tion.  The  proper  inspection  of  elevators  requires 
the  services  of  men  familiar  with  electrical  and 
mechanical  engineering. 


The  supervisor  of  the  elevator  division  is  now 
sixty-seven  years  old.  He  entered  the  city's 
employ  as  an  inspector  of  elevators  in  1888  and 
was  appointed  supervisor  in  1901.  His  present 
salary  is  $1,900  a  year.  It  appears  that  at  the 
time  of  his  entrance  into  the  department  he  did 
not  have  proper  qualifications  for  the  work, 
as  his  previous  experience  had  been  that  of  a  sheet 
metal  worker  in  the  heating  and  ventilating  busi- 
ness, and,  according  to  his  own  statement,  he  had 
had  nothing  to  do  with  elevators  before  his  appoint- 
ment. His  knowledge  of  the  work  has  been 
acquired  during  his  twenty-four  years'  connection 
with  this  division. 

■There  are  now  three  elevator  inspectors  in  the 
division,  each  of  whom  is  assigned  to  a  district. 
One  of  these  inspectors,  whose  annual  salary  is 
$1,200,  is  now  sixty-six  years  old,  having  been 
appointed  in  1906,  when  he  was  sixty  years  old 
and  when  he  possessed  no  qualifications  for  this 
service.  He  stated  that  in  his  youth  he  had 
assisted  his  father  in  the  carpenter  business,  but 
had  abandoned  this  calling  for  that  of  a  hair- 
dresser, which  he  followed  until  about  a  year 
prior  to  his  employment  by  the  city.  During 
the  year  prior  to  his  appointment  he  had  no 
occupation.  A  former  Building  Commissioner 
requested  the  Civil  Service  Commission  to  send 
down  his  name  and,  being  a  veteran,  he  was 
certified  without  an  examination  and  was  appointed 
by  the  commissioner.  The  appointment  of  a 
man  sixty  years  old  by  one  who  knew  he  had  no 
qualifications  for  the  office  was  in  direct  violation 
of  the  city's  interests  and  a  menace  to  public 
safety. 

One  of  the  other  inspectors  was  appointed  in 
1911;  he  is  now  thirty-nine  years  old  and  his 
salary  is  $1,600  a  year.  Before  he  entered  the 
city's  service  in  1898  he  w-as  engaged  for  about 
eleven  years  in  various  kinds  of  construction  Snd 
electrical  work,  including  the  setting  up  of  ma- 
chinery and  the  installation  of  elevators.  From 
1898  to  1911  he  was  employed  by  the  city  as  an 
electrical  engineer  in  the  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment. He  seems  qualified  for  the  performance 
of  his  duties  as  an  elevator  inspector.  His  ap- 
pointment strengthened  the  elevator  division,  as 
at  that  time  it  had  only  tw'o  inspectors,  neither  of 
whom  was  able  to  perform  the  necessarj-  w'ork  in 
the  proper  manner. 

The  third  inspector  was  appointed  in  September, 
1912,  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  a  year.  He  is  forty- 
eight  years  old  and  seems  to  be  qualified  for  the 
work,  as  he  was  a  manufacturer  of  elevator  gates, 
dumb  waiters,  locks  and  other  elevator  fixtures, 
for  fifteen  j'ears  prior  to  his  appointment.  He 
succeeded  an  employee,  now  deceased,  who  was 
appointed  in  1906  when  he  was  sixty-five  years 
old  and  was  physically  incapacitated  from  follow- 
ing his  former  occupation.  The  circumstances 
under  which  he  and  the  other  elevator  inspector 
who  was  appointed  at  the  age  of  sixtj'  years 
obtained  their  positions  with  the  city  show  that 
the  former  Building  Commissioner  who  made  the 
appointments,  and  the  Maj-or  who  approved 
them,  were  entirely  indifferent  to  the  needs  of  this 
important  branch  of  the  citj-'s  service. 

■The  reports  of  the  Building  Department  for  the 
ten  years  1893-94  to  1902-03,  inclusive,  show 
that  there  were  231  elevator  accidents  in  that 
period,  in  ninety-four  of  which  there  were  fatal 
results.  In  the  annual  reports  for  the  eight  years 
following  the  year  1902-03  the  record  of  such 
accidents  was  deliberately  omitted,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  departmental  reports  generally  had  been 
criticised  as  being  too  voluminous,  but  the  omis- 
sion of  this  record  from  the  reports  of  a  department 
of  public  safety  was  mistaken  policy.  The  annual 
report  for  19li-12  shows  that  there  were  fifty-two 
elevator  accidents  in  that  year,  in  thirteen  of 
which  there  were  fatal  results.  The  records  and 
reports  have  been  so  badly  prepared,  however, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  how  many  persons 
have  met  death  through  elevator  accidents  in 
any  of  the  years  between  1893  and  the  present 
time. 

J.  The  Existing  Tenement  House  Di\-ision. 
Sections  42-76,  inclusive,  of  the  building  law 
(ch.  550  of  the  Acts  of  1907)  relate  to  tenement 
houses.  Section  42  defines  a  tenement  house  as 
"any  house,  building,  structure  or  portion  thereof, 
occupied,  or  adapted  for  occupation,  as  a  dwelling 
by  more  than  three  families  living  independently 
of  one  another  and  doing  their  cooking  upon  the 
premises,  or  by  more  than  two  families  above  the 
first  story  so  living  and  cooking."    A  family  witliin 
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the  meiining  of  this  section  may  consist  of  one  or 
more  persons.  An  "existing  tenement  house"  is 
any  building  "erected  as  svich  or  converted  to 
such  use  or  as  altered  for  such  use  or  so  used  before 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  any  building  adapted 
for  such  use  provided  that  a  permit  was  issued  for 
the  erection  of  said  building,  before  the  passage 
of  this  act." 

The  existing  tenement  house  division  is  required 
to  inspect  existing  tenement  houses  with  reference 
to  lighting,  ventilation  and  the  maintenance  of 
skylights,  and  also  to  inspect  all  tenement  houses 
in  respect  to  bakeries,  fat-boiling  plants  or  other 
dangerous  occupations  carried  on  therein.  The 
provisions  of  law  relating  to  the  duties  of  the 
existing  tenement  house  division  specifically  pre- 
scribe the  conditions  which  must  exist  therein  and 
any  mechanic  of  intelligence  should  be  able  to 
perform  the  duty  of  inspector  in  a  proper  mariner, 
but  there  is  difficulty  in  determining  whether  cer- 
tain duties  with  respect  to  existing  tenement 
houses  belong  under  the  law  to  the  Building 
Department  or  to  the  Health  Department. 

The  chief  inspector  of  this  division  is  forty-six 
years  old  and  receives  a  salary  of  $1,700  a  year. 
Before  he  entered  the  city's  employ  he  had  eighteen 
years'  experience  as  a  practical  plumber.  In  1896 
he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  plumbing 
inspector  in  the  Building  Department,  and  in  1907 
he  w-as  appointed  to  his  present  position  in  the 
existing  tenement  house  division. 

There  are  two  other  inspectors  in  this  division. 
One  of  them,  who  is  forty-seven  years  old,  had 
seventeen  years'  experience  as  a  plumber  before 
his  appointment  to  the  Water  Department  as  a 
plumber  in  1900.  From  1902  to  1906  he  was  not 
in  the  city's  employ,  but  in  1906  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Building  Department  as  a  plumbing  inspec- 
tor, and  was  transferred  to  the  existing  tenement 
house  division  in  1911.  His  salary  is  $1,600  a 
year.  The  other  inspector  is  thirty-eight  years 
old  and  receives  a  salary  of  $1,300  a  year.  He 
studied  surveying  and  engineering  for  three  years 
prior  to  his  appointment  in  1891  to  the  Surveying 
Department  of  the  city.  He  remained  in  the 
Surveying  Department  until  1899,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Building  Department,  where 
he  was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  drawing  plans  for 
fire  escapes.  In  1909  he  was  assigned  to  the  exist- 
ing tenement  house  division. 

The  division  has  completed  the  inspection  of 
existing  tenement  houses  in  Wards  1  to  15,  in- 
clusive, except  as  to  parts  of  Wards  9  and  12, 
and  has  completed  part  of  Ward  18.  The  chief 
inspector  and  his  subordinates  seem  competent, 
the  work  is  laid  out  on  a  definite  plan,  and  ap- 
parently it  is  being  performed  in  an  efficient 
manner. 

3.     The  Enforcement  of  the  Building  Law. 

There  is  a  class  of  builders  which,  with  little  or 
no  regard  for  public  safety,  takes  advantage  of 
every  opportunity  to  save  money  by  the  use  of 
low  priced,  inferior  materials  and  the  employment 
of  low  paid,  unskillful  workmen.  Their  building 
operations  need  constant  watching,  for  they  do 
not  hesitate  to  violate  the  law  whenever  they 
think  it  profitable  to  do  so.  If  the  Building  De- 
partment had  proceeded  against  them  with  the 
intention  of  extirpating  them  unless  they  lived 
up  to  the  law,  and  the  Law  Department  had  co- 
operated with  the  Building  Department  in  the 
same  spirit,  this  class  of  builders  would  now  either 
be  obeying  the  law  or  be  out  of  business.  Neither 
the  Building  Department  nor  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, however,  has  exercised  its  full  powers  to 
compel  this  class  to  live  up  to  the  building  laws. 

The  failure  to  enforce  the  law  has  not  been  due 
to  any  weakness  in  the  law  itself,  for  the  authority 
given  is  broad  enough  to  satisfy  ail  requirements. 
Thus,  under  sec.  127  of  the  building  law  (ch.  550 
of  the  Acts  of  1907)  every  structure  and  part 
thereof  and  appurtenant  thereto  is  required  to  be 
maintained  in  such  repair  as  not  to  be  dangerous; 
and  the  owner  may  be  held  re.3ponsible  for  the 
maintenance  of  all  buildings  and  structures.  Under 
sec.  132  anyone  who  unlawfully  builds,  alters  or 
maintains  any  structure  or  any  part  thereof,  or 
otherwi.se  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  may  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  $500. 
Under  sec.  129  courts  having  jurisdiction  in  equity 
are  given  broad  powers  to  compel  compliance 
with  the  act,  including  the  power  to  restrain  the 
unlawful  construction  or  use  of  buildings,  and  to 
order  the  removal  of  buildings  or  other  structures 
unlawfully  existing.  Under  .sec.  1.30  the  IMunicipal 
Court  of  the  City  of  Boston-,  concurrently  with  the 


Superior  Court,  is  given  jurisdiction  throughout 
the  city  of  prosecutions  and  proceedings  at  law 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  also  of  all 
provisions  of  law  relating  to  plumbing  and  gas 
fitting;  and  under  sec.  131  it  is  provided  that  the 
courts,  at  the  request  of  either  party,  may  advance 
cases  so  that  they  may  be  determined  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  These  powers  are  broad 
enough  to  enable  the  Building  Department  and 
the  Law  Department  to  compel  compliance  with 
the  law. 

Notwithstanding  the  amplitude  of  these  powers, 
many  violations  of  the  building  law  have  gone 
unpunished.  Practically  every  official  of  the 
Building  Department  lays  on  the  Law  Department 
the  blame  for  the  non-enforcement  of  the  building 
law.  On  the  other  hand,  the  officers  of  the  Law 
Department  maintain  that  the  Building  Depart- 
ment, to  free  itself  from  criticism,  has  flooded  the 
Law  Department  with  trivial  cases,  in  many  of 
which  the  causes  of  complaint  could  have  been 
removed  by  the  Building  Department  if  it  had  used 
due  diligence.  The  Finance  Commis.sion  believes 
that  both  departments  have  contributed  to  the 
failure  to  enforce  the  building  laws. 

The  former  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  city 
maintained  that  it  was  not  his  duty  to  prosecute 
criminal  cases  in  the  lower  courts,  and  as  a  rule 
his  assistants  preferred  not  to  enter  the  lower 
courts;  consequently  very  few  criminal  prosecu- 
tions have  been  brought  against  persons  who 
violated  the  building  law.  Likewise,  the  equity 
courts  have  not  been  invoked  as  often  as  they 
should  have  been,  this  failure  having  been  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  officers  of  the  Law  Department 
have  regarded  other  parts  of  their  work  as  more 
important  than  building  law  cases,  and  have  felt 
that  the  latter  class  of  cases  should  be  attended 
to  only  in  their  spare  time.  The  Building  Depart- 
ment has  also  been  responsible  in  part  for  the 
failure  to  enforce  the  law,  fot  it  lias  frequently 
waited  for  years  after  the  violation  of  law  before 
referring  the  case  to  the  Law  Department. 

From  1895  to  1911  no  records  were  kept  in  the 
Law  Department  showing  the  number  or  dis- 
position of  cases  referred  to  it  by  the  Building 
Department.  The  assistant  corporation  counsel 
who  had  these  matters  in  charge  from  1895  to 
1907  relied  upon  his  memory,  instead  of  keeping 
a  record  book  or  card  index  which  would  enable 
him  to  tell  at  any  time  how  many  cases  had  been 
referred  to  him  and  how  many  had  been  disposed 
of.  The  assistant  corporation  counsel  who  had 
charge  of  such  cases  from  January,  1907,  to 
January,  1911,  seems  to  have  followed  the  same 
system  as  his  predecessor,  for  the  Finance  Com- 
mission has  been  unable  to  find  any  record  .book 
or  card  index  of  building  law  cases,  and  other 
officials  in  the  Law  Department  state  that  they 
know  of  no  such  record  or  card  index  having  been 
kept  by  him.  A  better  system  was  inaugurated 
on  or  about  January  18,  1911,  by  another  officer 
in  the  Law  Department,  who  was  given  charge 
of  these  cases  after  the  decease  of  his  predecessor. 
He  has  kept  a  card  system  which  enables  him  to 
tell  the  status  of  the  cases  referred  to  him. 

The  records  of  the  Building  Department  show 
that  from  the  year  1898  up  to  the  18th  of  January, 
1911,  there  were  359  cases  referred  to  the  Law 
Department  for  prosecution  which,  up  to  August 
22,  1912,  had  not  been  closed  on  the  Building 
Department's  books.  It  is  impossible  now,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  records  in  the  Law  Department, 
to  determine  what  the  Law  Department  has  done 
in  connection  with  these  cases.  Only  one  case 
has  been  found  among  the  number  in  which  the 
law  has  been  complied  with  and  this  case  has  not 
been  closed  on  the  Building  Department's  books. 
It  may  be  that  an  examination  of  the  premises  in 
each  case  would  show  that  there  are  other  cases  in 
which  the  law  has  been  complied  with  but  which 
have  not  been  closed  on  the  books  of  the  Building 
Department.  The  premises  in  each  of  these  cases 
should  be  examined  for  this  purpose.  The  Finance 
Commission  beheves  it  is  probable,  however,  that 
in  most  of  these  cases  nothing  has  been  done  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  neglect,  many  build- 
ings exist  which  ha,ve  been  erected  or  are  being 
maintained  in  violation  of  the  law. 

The  record  of  building  law  cases  referred  to  the 
Law  Department  between  January  18,  1911,  and 
November  1,  1912,  indicates  that  there  has  been 
more  activity  in  this  period  than  there  formerly 
was  in  the  prosecution  of  such  cases.  Apparently 
none  of  the  cases  referred  to  the  Law  Department 
in  this  period  have  been  neglected.  It  seems  that 
483  cases  were  referred  to  the  Law  Department  of 


317 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


which  219  have  been  closed  by  the  removal  of  the 
cause  of  complaint,  and  that  254  are  pending  in  the 
courts  or  awaiting  the  action  which  the  owners  of 
the  buildings  will  take  in  response  to  the  letters  or 
oral  demands  of  the  Law  Department.  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  the  records  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment and  the  Building  Department  are  incomplete 
as  to  these  cases.  The  records  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment do  not  account  at  all  for  two  of  the  cases 
referred  to  it,  and  eight  other  cases  are  recorded  as 
closed  which  should  not  be  closed,  as  the  records 
of  the  Building  Department  show  that  the  causes 
of  complaint  have  not  been  removed.  The  Build- 
ing Department  records  also  are  defective,  as  four 
of  the  cases  which  were  not  closed  on  its  books 
should  have  been  closed,  for  the  Building  Com- 
missioner wrote  to  the  Law  Department  in  each 
of  these  cases,  stating  that  the  cause  of  complaint 
had  been  removed. 

The  routine  methods  of  handling  complaints 
in  the  ofBce  of  the  Building  Department  have  been 
slow  and  cumbersome.  After  the  inspector  files 
a  complaint  in  the  office  a  notice  is  sent  to  the 
owner  of  the  building,  and,  if  the  law  is  not  com- 
plied with,  a  second  and  sometimes  a  tnird  notice 
is  sent  before  the  case  is  referred  to  the  Law 
Department.  This  is  an  unnecessary  delay. 
As  already  stated,  it  has  often  happened  that  the 
complaint  has  not  been  referred  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment until  several  years  after  the  date  when  the 
inspector  filed  tne  complaint  in  the  Building 
Department.  In  many  of  such  cases  the  Law 
Department  has  lost  time  by  reason  of  changes  of 
ownership  during  the  period  in  which  the  Building 
Department  has  delayed  action. 

The  records  of  tne  Building  Department  respect- 
ing complaints  are  not  complete.  When  an  in- 
spector files  a  complaint  with  the  supervisor  and 
the  latter  approves  it,  it  is  sent  to  the  Building 
Commissioner  and,  if  he  approves  it,  the  complaint 
is  recorded  and  a  notice  is  sent  to  the  person  who 
has  violated  the  law.  But  if  either  the  supervisor 
or  the  commissioner  disapproves  of  the  complaint 
nothing  further  is  done  with  it.  In  such  cases 
there  is  no  record  in  the  department  to  show  that 
the  inspector  has  made  a  complaint  and  that  the 
supervisor  or  commissioner  has  not  approved  it. 
This  is  a  serious  gap  in  a  record  sy.stem  for  it  gives 
the  supervisor  and  the  commissioner  opportunities 
to  suppress  complaints  without  fear  of  publicity. 

A  serious  discrepancy  was  found  by  the  commis- 
sion between  the  records  of  complaints  outstand- 
ing on  the  books  of  the  Building  Department  and 
the  original  documents  containing  the  complaints. 
The  records  are  made  up  from  the  original  docu- 
ments and  without  this  supporting  data  it  is 
impossible  to  check  up  the  complaints  recorded 
on  the  books.  The  records  showed  that  from  1902 
to  1911,  inclusive,  there  were  1,.316  complaints 
pending,  but  on  the  day  of  this  commission's  exam- 
ination (August  13,  1912)  the  cabinet  containing 
the  original  documents  of  complaint  held  by  actual 
count  only  168,  or  1,148  less  than  the  record  book 
showed.  The  clerk  of  the  department  could  give 
no  explanation  of  the  shortage,  except  that  every- 
body in  the  office  has  access  to  such  documents 
and  that  possibly  some  of  them  had  been  lost  in 
moving  the  department's  effects  from  the  Old 
Court  House  to  its  temporary  quarters  on  Summer 
street. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  here- 
after the  Building  Department  and  the  Law- 
Department  will  cooperate  better  than  they 
have  in  the  past  in  enforcing  the  building  laws. 
The  present  Corporation  Counsel  has  stated  his 
willingness  to  prosecute  in  the  criminal  courts 
every  violation  of  the  law  that  is  brought  to  his 
attention.  This  is  a  w^holesome  change  of  policy 
and  it  should  be  productive  of  good  results.  The 
Building  Department  should  change  its  methods 
of  dealing  with  complaints  and  in.stead  of  sending 
two,  and  in  many  cases  three,  notices  before  a 
case  is  referred  to  the  Law  Department  it  should 
have  one  of  its  constables  serve  notice  promptly 
upon  the  owner,  and  if  within  a  reasonable  time 
the  cause  of  complaint  is  not  removed  the  case 
should  be  referred  to  the  Law  Department  for 
prosecution. 

4.  Improper  Practices. 
Any  city  department  which,  like  tl^e  Building 
Department,  is  constantly  forcing  people  to  live 
up  to  the  law  and  thereby  compelling  them  to 
increase  their  expenditures,  is  bound  to  be  criti- 
cised. Most  of  the  rumors  of  graft  in  the  Build- 
ing Department  have  been  set  afloat  by  an  un- 
scrupulous class  of  builders  and  doubtless  many 


of  the  rumors  have  had  no  basis  in  fact.  Some  of 
these  rumors  have  proved  to  be  well  grounded, 
however,  and  there  are  strong  reasons  for  believing 
that  still  others  are  true.  Unfortunately  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  satisfactory  evidence  of  briberj^ 
It  is  committed  secretly,  not  in  broad  daylight  or 
in  the  presence  of  witnesses.  No  one  knows  of  the 
transaction  but  the  two  principals,  who,  for 
prudential  reasons,  rarely  confess.  Unfortunately, 
also,  when  in  1907  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
Building  Department  was  convicted  of  accepting 
a  gratuity,  he  was  placed  on  probation  instead  of 
being  sentenced  to  imprisonment,  as  he  should 
have  been,  in  order  to  deter  others  from  com- 
mitting similar  offences. 

A.  The  Financial  Dealings  of  the  Supervisor  of 
the  Gas  Fitting  Division. 

It  appears  that  the  supervisor  of  the  gas  fitting 
division  has  been  in  serious  financial  difficulties 
for  several  years.  He  has  borrowed  money  from 
professional  money  lenders,  from  gas  fitters  and 
from  his  own  inspectors.  He  frequently  assigned 
his  salary  to  money  lenders,  but  he  got  the  creditors 
to  agree  not  to  record  such  assignments,  fearing 
that  he  would  be  discharged  if  the  assignments 
were  made  public.  Last  spring  he  made  arrange- 
ments to  have  his  debts  paid  off  by  a  gas  fitter 
who  was  to  become  his  sole  creditor,  but  after 
this  arrangement  had  been  completed  he  began 
to  borrow  money  from  other  persons,  and  last 
August  he  filed  a  voluntary'  petition  in  bankruptcy. 
His  schedules  showed  liabilities  amounting  to 
.?3,014  and  no  assets.  Eight  persons  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  building  or  gas  fitting 
business  appear  in  the  bankruptcy  schedules  as 
creditors  for  amounts  ranging  from  S90  to  $573, 
the  total  of  the  eight  claims  being  81.268.  Another 
creditor,  w-hose  brother  is  in  the  gas  fitting  business, 
has  a  claim  for  S500  on  a  second  mortgage  of  prop- 
erty which  he  did  not  even  take  the  pains  to  see 
before  he  lent  the  money. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  gas  fitters  who 
lent  money  to  the  supervisor  expected  favors  of 
some  kind.  After  an  inspector  of  the  gas  fitting 
division  had  refused  to  approve  the  gas  fitting  in 
a  building  at  the  North  End,  the  gas  fitter  tele- 
phoned to  the  supervisor  and  the  latter  came  down 
and  met  him  on  the  work.  The  gas  fitter  has 
stated  to  the  Finance  Commission  that  he  then 
gave  to  the  supervisor  S3  and  two  cigars,  but  the 
supervisor  denied  this,  although  he  admitted  that 
this  gas  fitter  and  his  brother  had  on  other  occa- 
sions made  gifts  to  him  of  wine,  turkey  and 
crackers.  In  another  case  the  commission  found 
that  a  lender  either  expected  favors  or  thought 
he  was  purchasing  peace.  The  treasurer  of  the 
Welsbach  Company  of  New  England  lent  the 
supervisor  $100,  of  which  $10  was  subsequently 
repaid.  He  stated  to  the  commission  that  he 
wanted  to  keep  friendly  with  the  supervisor,  and 
w'hen  asked  what  his  reason  was,  said,  "Well,  in 
Boston  you  have  to  use  Boston  keys  on  fixtures. 
Your  key  might  not  be  quite  right,  there  might 
be  a  shade  of  thickness.  Now,  you  understand, 
I  would  not  want  him  to  pass  a  key  that  was  not 
right,  but  sometimes  when  the  inspector  knows 
you  he  will  not  question  trivial  things.  For  that 
reason — and  on  our  jobbing — I  did  not  want  to 
be  called  on  a  number  of  times — sometimes  in- 
spectors can  make  themselves  very  fussy  and 
troublesome  if  they  want  to;  they  can  make 
trouble  for  you,  you  understand,  over  something 
that  would  pass  all  right,  but  that  may  varj-  a 
shade  in  the  manufacture."  When  asked  whether 
the  supervisor  would  allow  certain  keys  to  be 
used  which  did  not  conform  to  the  law,  he  said, 
"The  law  calls  for  a  certain  fixture,  and  some  of 
these  inspectors  take  exception  to  the  least  little 
thing,  but  the  fact  that  I  knew  the  super\asor 
made  me  more  inclined  to  loan  him  the  money. 
He  came  over  to  my  place  in  a  friendly  kind  of 
way  and  he  could,  if  he  wanted  to,  make  me  some 
trouble." 

It  also  appears  that  about  three  years  ago  the 
supervisor  obtained  from  the  Boston  Consolidated 
Gas  Company  an  automobile  for  which,  an  officer 
of  the  gas  company  stated  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, the  supervisor  agreed  to  pay  $125.  The 
supervisor  stated  to  the  Finance  Commission  that 
this  transaction  was  a  sale  and  that  he  intended 
to  pay  the  $125,  but  he  has  never  paid  any  part 
of  the  price,  although  he  stated  that  he  has  since 
sold  the  automobile  for  $50;  and  he  did  not  include 
the  $125  as  a  debt  due  to  the  gas  company  in 
the  schedule  of  liabilities  which  he  filed  in  the 
bankruptcy  court.     The  officer  of  the  gas  company 
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stated  to  the  commission  that  the  gas  company- 
desired  to  be  on  friendly  terms  witli  the  supervisor, 
saying,  "Of  course,  it  we  are  not  friendly  with  a 
man  in  that  department  he  might  make  it  dis- 
agreeable." 

The  numerous  instances  found  by  the  com- 
mission in  which  gas  fitters  lent  considerable 
sums  to  the  supervisor,  sometimes  without  a 
note,  and  at  all  times  without  security,  indicate 
clearly  that  the  purpose  of  the  lenders  was  the 
maintenance  of  friendly  relations  with  the  super- 
visor; and  the  supervisor  must  have  realized  that 
these  sums  would  not  have  been  given  to  him  unless 
he  had  the  power  to  disapprove  the  work  of  the 
lenders.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  lenders  to  press  for  payment. 

The  supervisor  has  also  borrowed  money  from 
one  of  his  inspectors.  The  inspector  testified 
that  at  one  time  he  indorsed  the  supervisor's 
note  for  $2.50;  that  he  indorsed  another  note  for 
$100;  and  that  he  loaned  him  $50  at  one  time  and 
S40  on  another  occasion.  He  .stated  that  he 
declined  to  lend  the  supervisor  any  more  money, 
believing  that  he  was  "financially  right  up  against 
it."  When  asked  if  the  supervisor  had  tried  to 
get  any  money  from  him  since  that  time  he 
answered,  "No;  he  hardly  speaks  to  me  since  1 
told  him  I  wouldn't  loan  him  any  more;  he  is  very 
distant  to  me."  This  shows  the  demoralizing 
effect  of  such  transactions.  The  supervisor  also 
asked  a  clerk  in  the  Building  Department  to  lend 
him  money,  and  the  clerk  got  a  friend  to  discount 
the  supervisor's  note.  When  the  note  came  due, 
the  clerk  was  obliged  to  pay  it  and  the  supervisor 
owes  him  a  balance  on  it  still. 

The  financial  transactions  of  the  supervisor 
have  become  well  known  to  persons  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  gas  fitting,  as  well  as  to  the  inspectors  in 
his  own  division.  Such  transactions  necessarily 
have  a  demoralizing  effect  upon  the  public  service. 
The  supervisor  has  lost  the  confidence  of  many 
persons  in  the  gas  fitting  business  and  of  his  own 
inspectors  as  well.  As  one  of  his  inspectors  said  to 
the  Finance  Commission,  "We  have  not  got  his 
confidence  and  he  has  not  got  ours,  that  is  the 
whole  story."  Under  these  circumstances  he 
cannot  render  the  efficient  service  which  both  the 
law  and  public  safety  require,  and  for  the  good  of 
the  service  he  should  be  dismissed  from  the  depart- 
ment. 

B.  Violations  of  the  Law  by  Certain  Employees 
of  the  Building  Department. 

Some  of  the  employees  of  the  department  have 
engaged  in  private  business,  contrary  to  law.  The 
building  law  provides  that  "No  officer  connected 
with  the  department  shall  engage  in  any  other 
business  or  be  interested  in  the  doing  of  work  or 
the  furnishing  of  material  for  the  construction, 
repair  or  maintenance  of  any  building  or  in  the 
making  of  plans  or  of  specifications  therefor, 
unless  he  is  the  owner  of  the  building  or  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Appeal."  (Sec.  1,  ch.  550,  of  the 
Acts  of  1907.) 

A  former  inspector  in  the  plumbing  division  had 
a  financial  interest  in  a  certain  plumbing  device 
which  he  had  patented,  and  which  was  being  sold 
during  his  connection  with  the  Building  Depart- 
ment. Another  inspector,  still  in  the  .service  of 
the  department,  secured"  a  patent  last  year  for  a 
bath  trap  and  sold  it  to  a  concern  in  Boston, 
which  pays  him  a  royalty.  Another  inspector  has 
for  years  made  surveys  and  drawn  plans  of  lots 
for  persons  who  paid  him  at  a  low^r  rate  than 
that  usually  paid  to  surveyors.  All  three  of  these 
officials,  being  inspectors,  and  therefore,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  law,  "officers,"  have  violated 
the  law.  One  of  them  is  no  longer  in  the  city's 
service,  but  the  two  who  are  in  the  service  should 
be  forbidden  to  continue  their  private  business 
under  pain  of  discharge.  They  should  not  be 
dismissed  without  being  given  this  opportunity, 
as  it  appears  that  they  have  never  been  told  by 
competent  authority  that  they  were  "officers," 
and  therefore  not  permitted  to  carry  on  private 
business. 

A  former  clerk  in  the  plan  division  had  for 
years  done  architect's  work  for  private  clients 
while  employed  in  the  Building  Department. 
Another  inspector,  now  head  of  the  egress  divi- 
sion, drew  plans  for  private  clients  while  he  was 
in  the  plan  division,  and  one  of  the  present  members 
of  the  plan  division  has  also  drawn  plans  for  such 
clients  and  has  not  yet  given  up  this  practice. 
These  employees  were  not  inspectors  when  they 
drew  such  plans  and  they  may  not  have  been 
"officers"   within  the   meaning  of  the  law,   but 


such  practices  should  be  stopped  by  the  Building 
Commissioner.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  persons  who  employed  them  did  so  because 
they  were  attached  to  the  plan  division  of  the 
Building  Department,  and  because  it  was  believed 
that  it  would  help  them  in  getting  their  plans 
approved. 

I'here  is  considerable  doubt  as  to  how  many  of 
the  persons  employed  by  the  Building  Depart- 
ment are  "officers"  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute  and  therefore  are  prohibited  from  doing 
private  business,  and  how  many  are  "employees" 
and  therefore  not  prohibited  from  engaging  in 
private  business.  The  doing  of  private  business, 
however,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  demoralize  the 
department,  whether  it  is  done  by  officers  or 
employees,  and  the  law  should  be  amended  so 
that  there  will  bo  no  distinction  between  these 
two  classes  of  public  servants. 

B.  Amiual  Reports. 
The  duty  of  compiling  data  and  arranging  it  for 
publication  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Building 
Department  re.sts  upon  the  clerk  of  the  department. 
Much  time  is  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  the 
annual  reports  and  they  contain  many  excellent 
features.  Thus  the  first  three  pages  of  the  report 
for  the  year  1911-12  contain  clear  and  succinct 
statements  of  the  principal  operations  of  the 
department.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  depart- 
ment are  set  forth  with  clearness  and  brevity,  and 
the  statistics  showing  the  estimates,  appropriations 
and  expenditures  of  the  department  are  presented 
in  proper  form. 

A.     Unnecessary  or  Defective  Material. 

In  the  reports  of  this  department,  however,  like 
those  of  most  of  the  other  departments  previously 
examined  by  the  commission,  there  are  unnecessary 
features  which  should  be  eliminated.  Thus, 
instead  of  printing  sixteen  pages  of  statistical 
tables,  pages  10-22,  inclusive,  and  31-33,  inclusive, 
showing  (1)  by  months  the  number  of  permits 
issued  for  various  purposes,  the  examinations  made 
for  various  purposes,  the  reports  filed,  the  notices 
issued,  the  plans  approved,  or  disapproved,  the 
number  of  elevators  examined  and  the  number  of 
buildings  in  which  egress  has  been  provided;  (2)  by 
months  and  wards  the  number  of  permits  granted 
for  various  purposes,  and  (3)  by  months  and  wards 
the  number  and  e.stimatecl  co.st  of  the  various 
classes  of  buildings  completed  during  the  year, — 
every  practical  purpose  would  be  served  if  only 
five  pages  of  statistical  tables  were  published,  con- 
taining the  following  data  classified  by  wards, 
namely,  one  page  showing  the  number  of  examina- 
tions made  for  various  purposes;  three  pages 
showing  the  number  and  estimated  cost  of  each  of 
the  three  classes  of  buildings  which  have  been  com- 
pleted during  the  year,  and  one  page  showing  the 
number  of  buildings  in  which  egress  has  been  pro- 
vided. All  the  data  not  contained  in  the.se  five 
pages  is  set  forth  adequately  in  the  text  in  the  first 
two  pages  of  the  report.  The  Finance  Commis- 
sion has  taken  up  this  matter  with  the  clerk  of  the 
department  and  he  believes  with  the  commission 
that  the  report  could  be  amplified  and  improved 
by  the  elimination  of  much  of  its  statisti(;al  data. 
He  found  that  the  department'.s  reports  prior  to 
1878,  when  he  took  office,  contained  substantially 
all  the  matter  which  is  herein  criticised  as  unneces- 
sary, and  he  said  he  followed  the  custom,  assuming 
that  such  data  would  be  interesting  to  many 
persons.  He  admits,  however,  that  only  a  few 
persons  are  interested  and  that  it  would  be  cheaper 
and  better  to  furnish  such  information  from  the 
records  of  the  department  instead  of  incumbering 
the  annual  reports  with  it. 

The  data  in  pages  47-50,  inclusive,  of  the  report 
for  1911-12,  seems  of  sufficient  importance  to  be 
included,  but  it  has  been  presented  in  a  manner 
which  confu.ses  instead  of  enlightening  the  reader. 
Some  of  the  tables  do  not  check  up  with  each  other, 
or  with  the  text  in  the  heading,  or  with  other  tables 
printed  elsewhere  in  the  report.  The  clerk  of  the 
department  stated  that  some  of  the  discrepancies 
were  clue  to  the  fact  that  the  tables  on  pages 
47-50,  inclusive,  related  to  the  calendar  year  1911, 
while  the  tables  on  page  18  related  to  the  fiscal 
year  1911-12.  Most  readers,  however,  would  be 
misled  by  assuming  that  both  tables  were  for  the 
fiscal  year  1911-12,  and  there  is  no  good  reason 
why  tile  data  in  question  should  not  relate  to  the 
fiscal  year  in  both  parts  of  the  report.  There 
were  other  discrepancies  in  these  tables  which 
could  not  be  accounted  for  by  the  difference  in 
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the  fiscal  and  calendar  years  and  for  these  dis- 
crepancies the  clerk  was  unable  to  give  any  expla- 
nation. 

Between  pages  50-51  of  the  report  for  1911-12 
four  charts  and  four  statistical  tables  have  been 
inserted.  These  charts  and  tables  are  on  long 
sheets  which  constitute  about  one-fifth  of  the 
entire  bulk  of  the  report.  They  make  it  clumsy 
to  handle,  and  unnecessarily  increase  the  expenses 
of  the  department,  as  they  contain  no  matters  of 
general  interest  which  are  not  sufficiently  set  forth 
in  other  parts  of  the  report.  The  clerk  of  the 
department  stated  that  such  charts  and  tables 
were  first  printed  in  the  report  one  year  ago, 
some  of  the  data  having  been  requested  by  officials 
of  the  United  States  Government.  The  Finance 
Commission  has  taken  this  matter  up  with  the 
clerk  of  the  department  and  he  has  agreed  to 
eliminate  such  charts  and  tables  hereafter  from 
the  annual  reports  and  to  furnish  from  the  records 
of  the  department  such  data  as  the  United  States 
officials  require. 

B.     Statements  of  Accidents. 

The  statutes  do  not  specifically  require  the 
department  to  publish  in  its  annual  reports  state- 
ments relating  to  building  collapses,  elevator 
accidents,  accidents  due  to  the  escape  or  explosion 
of  gas,  and  fires  resulting  in  death.  The  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1898,  however,  require  a  statement 
of  "the  acts  and  doings "  of  the  department,  and  as 
the  duties  of  the  department  include  the  inspection 
of  buildings,  elevators  and  gas  fixtures,  and  the 
investigation  of  the  origin  of  fires,  such  matters 
should  have  been  presented  in  the  reports  of  the 
Building  Department,  as  it  is  an  important  branch 
of  the  general  system  by  which  public  safety  is 
preserved.  Prior  to  the  year  1911-12,  however, 
there  were  no  statements  in  the  annual  reports 
relating  to  building  collapses.  The  statements 
relating  to  accidents  due  to  gas  or  the  operation 
of  elevators  were,  as  previously  stated,  discon- 
tinued after  the  year  1902-0.3,  and  were  not  re- 
sumed until  the  year  1911-12.  The  reports  of 
years  prior  to  1911-12  contained  statistics  relating 
to  fires,  but  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case 
of  fires  resulting  in  death  was  not  printed  in  any 
of  the  annual  reports  before  the  year  1911-12. 

In  the  last  annual  report  there  are  thirty  pages 
containing  statements  of  various  accidents  caused 
by  the  operation  of  elevators,  by  the  escape  of  gas, 
by  the  collapse  of  buildings  or  parts  thereof  and 
by  fires.  The  various  Icinds  of  accidents  are 
printed  without  any  definite  arrangement  and  do 
not  always  follow  the  chronological  order.  In 
many  cases  neither  the  names  of  the  owmers  nor 
of  the  occupants  of  the  buildings  appear!  In  some 
cases  only  the  last  name  of  the  person  injured  is- 
given,  and  in  many  cases  no  name  is  given;  in 
other  cases  it  does  not  appear  how  many  were  in- 
jured, the  record  merely  stating  "several"  ;  and 
in  still  other  cases  it  is  not  clear  whether  the  injury 
was  fatal.  In  no  case  docs  it  appear  that  the  acci- 
dent was  due  either  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  negli- 
gence of  the  department's  inspectors,  though  in  at 
least  one  case  known  to  the  commission  careless 
inspection  was  a  contributing  factor.  The  fore- 
going clearly  shows  that  the  summary  of  accidents 
was  prepared  hastily  and  with  little  care. 

There  is  a  legitimate  public  interest  in  the  proper 
presentation  of  such  material  and  the  reports  in 
future  should  set  forth  the  various  accidents, 
briefly  yet  in  sufficient  detail,  giving  the  location 
of  the  premises,  the  nature  of  the  business  carried 
on  therein,  and  the  names  and  number  of  the 
persons  injured  or  killed.  The  various  accidents 
should  be  grouped  under  their  proper  headings, 
and  the  statements  should  be  arranged  in  chrono- 
logical order.  Whenever  the  accident  is  caused 
by  a  defect  in  an  elevator  or  a  gas  fixture,  or 
in  the  construction  of  a  building,  the  report  should 
contain  the  date  of  the  last  inspection  by  the 
department  and  the  name  of  the  inspector. 

The  printing  in  the  report  of  1911-12  of  the  facts 
in  relation  to  building  collapses  and  other  accidents 
of  various  kinds  was  due  to  a  suggestion  made  to 
the  department  by  the  Finance  Commission. 
The  printing  of  the  thirty-one  gas  accidents  set 
forth  under  the  title  "Addenda,"  pages  171-178, 
inclusive,  nineteen  of  which  were  fatal,  'was  also 
done  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission after  its  discovery  of  a  discrepancy  between 
the  records  of  the  Building  and  the  Health  Depart- 
ments. The  printing  of  the  matter  under  the 
title  "Errata,"  on  page  178,  is  also  due  to  the 
Finance  Commission,  which  checked  up  the  report 


and  di.scoverecl  thirteen  errors.  The  commission 
also  discovered  ten  errors  in  the  report  for  the  year 
1910-11.  Such  mistakes  are,  for  the  most  part, 
inexcusable  and  they  seriously  affect  the  reliability 
of  the  reports. 

These  criticisms  of  the  annual  reports  of  the 
depart,ment  clearly  indicate  a  necessity  for  the 
exercise  of  far  greater  care  in  the  preparation  of 
future  reports  than  has  been  shown  in  the  past. 

6.  Summary. 
The  foregoing  review  shows  that  the  defects  in 
the  administration  of  the  Building  Department 
have  not  been  due  to  imperfections  in  the  law,  for 
it  provides  ample  authority  for  the  enforcement 
of  its  provisions;  nor  can  its  defects  be  attributed 
to  an  insufficient  number  of  employees,  for  a 
private  corporation  charged  with  the  duty  of 
administering  the  building  law  could  have  "done 
the  work  properly  with  a  force  of  the  same  size. 
The  defects  are  traceable  to  imperfections  in  the 
organization,  to  the  lack  of  proper  direction,  to 
the  absence  of  proper  discipline,  and  to  the  influ- 
ence of  politics  in  the  appointment  and  retention 
of  certain  employees.  Politics,  however,  seems  to 
have  had  less  influence  during  the  administration 
of  the  present  Building  Commissioner  than  it  had 
under  his  predecessors.  The  system  now  existing 
is  far  better  than  that  which  existed  when  the 
Finance  Commission's  investigation  began,  and  at 
that  time  it  was  better  than  it  was  when  the  present 
Building  Commissioner  first  assumed  charge  of 
tjie  department.  The  commission  believes  that  if 
certain  necessary  changes  herein  recommended  be 
made,  the  Building  Commissioner  be  given  a  free 
hand,  and  strict  discipline  be  enforced,  the  depart- 
ment will  be  administered  in  a  proper  manner 
hereafter. 

I'V.  Defects  in  the  Bxtilding  Law. 
In  the  course  of  its  investigation  the  commission 
has  heard  many  criticisms  of  the  present  building 
laws,  and  has  received  various  suggestions  as  to 
their  amendment,  but  the  consensus  of  opinion  of 
the  j-epresentative  body  of  architects  and  builders 
who  stated  their  views  to  the  commission  is  that 
the  building  law  has  worked  well  as  a  whole  and 
that  a  general  revision  is  unnecessary  at  the  present 
time.  There  is,  however,  a  widespread  belief  that 
the  law  should  be  amended  as  quickly  as  possible 
in  certain  particulars,  so  as  to  reduce  the  fire  risks 
that  now  exist.  It  has  been  urged  with  great 
emphasis  that  the  present  building  limits  of  the 
city  should  be  extended  and  that  the  erection  of 
wooden  throe-flat  houses  in  any  part  of  the  city- 
should  hereafter  be  prohibited.  The  Finance 
Commission,  however,  need  not  express  any  opinion 
on  this  subject  as  these  questions,  among  others, 
are  now  being  studied,  not  only  in  their  application 
to  Boston  but  to  all  other  cities~and  towns  within 
the  metropolitan  district,  by  a  special  commission 
of  five  members  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
under  the  Resolves  of  1012,  ch.  10.3,  which  provides 
for  an  investigation  of  the  loss  of  life  and  property 
by  fire,  the  causes  of  fires,  the  improvements  in 
means  for  their  prevention,  and  the  fire  hazard  in 
the  metropolitan  district;  and  also  for  a  report, 
with  recommendations  for  legislation,  to  the  next 
General  Court. 

A.  Places  of  Public  Assembly. 
The  Finance  Commission's  investigation  of  the 
conditions  existing  in  some  of  the  theaters  and 
other  places  of  public  amusement  in  Boston  has 
shown  that  the  building  law  should,  in  the  interests 
of  public  safety,  be  made  to  apply  equally  to  old 
and  new  theaters  and  other  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment in  the  follo\\"ing  particulars: 

1.  In  every  such  place  built  in  a  block,  not  on 
a  corner,  there  should  be  two  open  courts  or 
passagewajs  extending  from  the  proscenium  line 
to  the  line  of  the  street,  as  now  prescribed  for  new 
theaters  in  sec.  79,  ch.  550,  Acts  of  1907. 

2.  The  entrance  should  not  be  more  than  one 
step  above  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  of  the  main 
street  and  the  stage  not  more  than  5  feet  above 
said  level,  as  prescribed  for  new  theaters  in  sec.  82 
of  said  act. 

3.  Every  theater  and  place  of  public  assembly 
having  a  stage  witn  scenery  or  other  combustible 
material  thereon  should  have  a  fireproof  pro- 
scenium wall,  as  prescribed  for  new  theaters  by 
sec.  83  of  said  act. 

i.  All  aisles  should  be  of  the  width  prescribed 
by  see.  88  of  said  act. 
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5.  Inclines  in  levels  of  floors  should  be  of  the 
grade  prescribed  by  sec.  89  of  said  act. 

6.  The  aggregate  capacity  of  the  foyers, 
lobbies,  corridors  or  passages  on  each  floor  or 
gallery  should  be  sufficient  to  contain  the  whole 
number  to  be  accommodated  on  such  floor  or 
gallery,  as  prescribed  in  sec.  90  of  said  act. 

7.  Each  stage  should  have  not  less  than  two 
exit  doors,  as  prescribed  in  sec.  91  of  said  act. 

8.  No  mirrors  should  be  placed  so  as  to  give 
the  appearance  of  a  doorway,  exit,  hallway  or 
corridor,  nor  should  there  be  any  false  doors  or 
windows,  as  prohibited  by  sec.  94  of  said  act. 

9.  The  .size  and  location  of  exits  should  be  as 
prescribed  in  sees.  95,  96  and  97  of  said  act. 

If  these  amendments  of  the  law  are  made, 
some  expense  will  be  caused  to  some  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  such  places  and  considerable  expense 
to  others,  but  these  considerations  should  be 
regarded  as  subordinate  to  the  safety  of  the  public. 

B.     Tenement  Houses. 

That  part  of  the  building  law  which  relates  to 
tenement  houses  (sees.  42-76,  inclusive,  of  ch.  550 
of  the  Acts  of  1907)  was  submitted  to  the  Legis- 
lature after  a  special  commission  on  the  revision 
of  the  building  laws  had  prepared  and  submitted 
what  they  deemed  to  be  a  complete  building  code. 
But,  as  the  result  of  a  compromi.se,  made  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  the  provisions  as  to  tene- 
ment houses  were  embodied  in  the  building  law 
which  was  finally  passed  by  the  Legislature. 
Under  such  circumstances  defective  legislation 
was  almost  inevitable.  In  some  respects  the  pro- 
visions as  to  tenement  houses  seem  to  be  unneces- 
sary. Thus,  for  example,  the  provisions  as  to 
egress  in  tenement  houses  could  have  been  omitted, 
as  sec.  12  of  the  building  law  gives  the  Building 
Commissioner  authority  to  require  reasonable 
means  of  egress  satisfactory  to  him  in  all  dwellings. 
It  also  seems  that  the  provisions  as  to  water-closets 
in  tenement  hou.ses  could  have  been  dispensed 
with,  as  the  said  sec.  12  gives  the  Board  of  Health 
authority  to  require  such  number  of  water-closets 
in  any  habitation  as  they  deem  necessary,  and 
sec.  128  of  the  law  gives  that  board  general  author- 
ity to  make  such  regulations  as  to  the  construction 
of  water-closets,  not  inconsistent  with  other  laws, 
as  they  deem  proper.  There  are  other  provisions 
respecting  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of  tene- 
ment houses  which  result  in  duplication  by  the 
Health  Department  of  inspections  made  by  the 
Building  Department,  and  vice  versa,  and  there  are 
other  provisions  relating  to  tenement  houses  which 
leave  it  doubtfvd  as  to  which  of  the  two  depart- 
ments has  jurisdiction. 

The  Finance  Commission  does  not  suggest  that 
there  should  be  less  cfBcient  inspection  of  tene- 
ment houses  than  is  made  now;  on  the  contrary, 
the  inspection  should  be  as  thorough  as  po.ssible, 
but  the  law  as  to  tenement  houses  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  eliminate  provisions  as  to  matters 
.  fully  covered  in  other  parts  of  the  building  law, 
and  also  to  avoid  unnecessary  duplication  of  work, 
by  clearly  defining  the  jurisdiction  and  duties  of 
the  Building  and  the  Health  Departments.  The 
Building  Commissioner  -should  prepare  the  neces- 
.sary  amendments  so  that,  if  possible,  they  may  be 
submitted  to  the  incoming  Legislature. 

C.     Licensing  of  Builders. 

A  recognition  of  the  fact  that  faulty  construc- 
tion is  due  generally  to  the  carelessness  or  in- 
competency of  builders  led  to  the  passage  by  the 
Legislature  of  1912  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  by  ordinance  to  prescribe  the 
qualifications  of  persons  having  charge  or  control 
of  the  construction,  alteration,  removal  or  tearing 
down  of  buildings  or  structures  in  Boston,  the 
means  of  determining  such  qualifications  and  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  w'hich  permits  for 
such  work  may  be  issued  by  the  Building  Com- 
missioner. (Acts  of  1912,  ch.  713.)  After  the 
passage  of  the  act  the  Corporation  Counsel  sub- 
mitted the  draft  of  an  ordinance  to  the  City 
Council,  and  other  drafts  covering  the  same 
suVjject  were  submitted  by  the  Building  Com- 
mi.s.sioner,  by  the  iVlaster  Builders'  Association 
and  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  These  various 
drafts  have  been  con.sidered  by  the  City  Council, 
but  as  yet  none  of  them  has  been  adopted.  The 
Finance  Commission  believes  that  a  suitable  ordi- 
nance should  be  decided  upon  and  adopted  as 
soon  as  possible. 


V.     Recommendations. 
1.     The  Plan  Division. 

That  the  head  of  the  plan  division  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  $3,500,  and  that  there  be  ap- 
pointed to  this  position  a  construction  engineer 
familiar  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  modern 
steel  and  reinforced  concrete  construction,  and 
with  sufficient  technical  training  to  become  expert 
in  passing  upon  new  problems  as  they  arise  in 
the  evolution  of  the  art  of  building. 

That  the  present  members  of  the  plan  division 
be  retained  at  their  present  salaries,  and  that  the 
present  supervisor  of  plans  be  made  first  assistant 
to  the  new  supervisor. 

That  before  any  plans  be  approved  a  complete 
report  be  filed  with  the  plan  d.ivision  showing  the 
condition  of  the  land  on  which  the  building  is 
to  be  erected. 

That  the  plan  division  waste  no  time  hereafter 
in  assisting  persons  who  have  filed  defective  plans 
to  perfect  such  plans,  but  that  they  be  returned 
with  instructions  to  bring  in  proper  plans,  thus 
compelling  such  persons  to  employ  competent 
architects. 

That  the  Building  Department  quarters  in 
the  City  Hall  Annex  be  so  arranged  that  there 
shall  be  one  room  not  open  to  the  public  in  which 
plans  may  be  studied  without  interruption. 

2.      The  Construction  Division. 

That  a  supervisor  of  construction  be  appointed 
at  a  salary  of  $3,000  a  year,  who  shall  have  'a 
thorough  knowledge  of  modern  methods  of  con- 
struction, gained  through  actual  experience  as  a 
contractor  or  building  superintendent,  and  who 
shall  be -Jemperamentally  fitted  to  deal  properly 
with  his  subordinates  as  well  as  with  owners 
and  builders. 

That  the  present  supervisor,  at  his  present  salary, 
be  made  an  assistant  to  the  new  supervisor^  and 
that  another  assistant  supervisor  be  appointed 
at  an  annual  salary  of  $2,500  who  posses.ses 
qualifications  similar  to  those  of  the  new  supervisor. 

That  the  supervisor  of  construction  and  his  two 
assistants  spend  as  much  time  as  possible  in  the 
field,  overseeing  the  work  of  the  inspectors  and 
assisting  them  when  ^  necessary  by  advice  on 
difficult  or  disputed  points  of  construction. 

That  on  discovery  of  any  change  in  a  plan  which 
may  affect  public  safety,  the  inspector  report  the 
facts  at  once  to  the  Building  Commissioner,  and 
that  the  latter  order  the  work  to  be  stopped  until 
amended  plans  are  filed  and  approved. 

That  whenever  the  supports  of  any  building  in 
process  of  construction  are  believed  by  an  inspector 
to  be  insufficient  he  should  notify  the  commis- 
sioner at  once  of  the  dangerous  condition;  that  the 
latter  immediately  give  written  notice  of  such 
dangerous  condition  to  the  owner,  agent  or  other 
person  ha^^ng  an  interest  in  said  building;  and 
that  if  immediate  steps  to  secure  the  same  are  not 
taken,  the  commissioner,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  should  order  all  workmen  and  others  to 
vacate  the  building  forthwith. 

S.     The  Gas  Fitting  Division. 

That  the  present  supervisor  be  removed  and  a 
competent  person  be  appointed  in  his  place. 

That  greater  care  be  taken  hereafter  in  discover- 
ing and  recording  cases  in  which  accidents  have 
occurred  through  the  escape  or  explosion  of  gas. 

That  greater  vigilance  be  exercised  hereafter  in 
detecting  persons  engaged  in  gas  fitting  without 
licenses,  and  that  upon  detection  such  persons  be 
vigorously  prosecuted. 

4.  Appointments. 
That  no  appointment  be  hereafter  made  until  the 
persons  certified  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission 
have  been  personally  examined  by  the  Building 
Commissioner  with  reference  to  their  past  experi- 
ence, their  qualifications  and  their  character;  and 
that  the  Building  Commissioner  request  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  not  to  certify  for  the  position 
of  inspector  any  person  over  forty  years  of  age. 

S.     Enforcement  of  the  Building  Law. 

That  the  Law  Department  prosecute  in  the  lower 
courts  persons  found  violating  the  building  law,  and 
in  case  of  conviction  for  any  violation  affecting 
public  safety  request  the  court  to  impose  the  full 
penalty. 

That  the  Law  Department  notify  the  Building 
Department  not  less  than   once   in   every   three 
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months -of  the  status  ot  all  cases  referred  to  it  for 
prosecution,  and  that  the  Building  Department 
immediately  notify  the  Law  Department  in  writing 
whenever  the  cause  of  complaint  has  been  removed 
in  any  case  previously  referred  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment. 

That  if  the  officer  of  the  Law  Department  who  is 
intrusted  with  such  cases  is  not  able  to  dispose  of 
them  speedily,  the  Corporation  Counsel  assign 
another  officer  or  officers  ot  the  Law  Department 
to  a.ssist  in  the  prosecution  of  such  cases. 

That  the  Law  Department  report  to  the  Build- 
ing Department  all  agreements  made  by  owners 
with  the  officials  of  the  Law  Department,  to  remove 
causes  of  complaint,  and  that  the  Building  Com- 
missioner instruct  his  inspectors  to  make  examina- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  such 
agreements  have  been  kept.  The  failures  to  keep 
such  agreements  should  be  reported  to  the  Law 
Department  and  prosecutions  should  follow. 

That  the  Building  Commissioner  reqviire  his 
inspectors  to  make  a  special  examination  ot  the 
premises  in  all  cases  referred  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment prior  to  January,  1911,  which  still  remain 
unclosed  on  the  Building  Department's  books. 

That  a  record  be  kept  in  the  Building  Depart- 
ment of  all  complaints  which  have  been  disapproved 
by  the  Building  Commissioner,  and  that  hereafter 
no  complaints  made  by  the  inspectors  be  finally 
disallowed  by  the  supervisor,^  but  that  such  dis- 
allowance in  each  case  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Building  Commissioner,  and  that  a  record 
be  made  and  kept  of  each  complaint  so  disallowed. 
•  That  the  present  system  under  which  several 
notices  of  violations  are  sent  to  the  owner  of  a 
building  be  abandoned,  and  that  hereafter  the 
Building  Department,  upon  receipt  of  a  complaint 
by  an  inspector,  have  a  constable  serve  notice 
promptly  upon  the  owner,  and  it  steps  are  not 
taken  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint  within  a 
reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  two  weeks,  the  case 
be  referred  to  the  Law  Department  for  prosecution. 

6.     Improper  Practices. 

That  the  Building  Commissioner  establish  a  rule> 
making  it  a  cause  for  discharge  when  any  inspector 
is  found  to  have  solicited,  or  borrowed,  or  to  have 
received,  money  or  other  gratuity  from  any  person 
engaged  in  plumbing,  gas  fitting,  or  building  opera- 
tions of  any  kind,  or  from  any  person  who  owns 
or  maintains  any  building  which  such  inspector  is, 
or  may  be  at  some  future  time,  under  a  duty  to 
inspect. 

That  any  officer  or  employee  of  the  Building 
Department  who  accepts  a  gratuity  or  bribe  from 
any  person  whose  building  or  other  structure,  or 
work,  or  plan,  or  application  for  a  permit,  he  is 
inspecting,  supervising  or  examining,  be  prosecuted; 
and  that  the  Law  Department  recommend  a 
sentence  of  imprisonment  in  every  such  case. 
'.  That  the  Building  Commissioner  establish  a 
rule,  making  it  a  cause  of  discharge,  when  any 
person  in  the  employ  of  the  Building  Department, 
whether  legally  classified  as  officer  or  employee,  is 
found  to  be  engaged  in  other  business  or  to  be 
interested  in  the  doing  of  work  or  the  furnishing  of 
material  for  the  construction,  repair  or  mainte- 
nance df  any  building,  or  the  making  of  plans  or 
of  specifications  therefor,  unless  he  is  the  owner  of 
the  building;  and  that  all  officers  or  employees  of 
the  Building  Department  who  have  a  pecuniary 
interest  in  the  sale  of  any  device  used  in  connec- 
tion with  plumbing,  gas  fitting,  or  other  operation 
connected  with  the  construction  of  buildings,  be 
required  immediately  to  dispose  of  such  interest 
and  be  ordered  not  to  acquire  such  an  interest 
hereafter  under  pain  of  discharge;  and  that  all 
officers  or  employees  be  likewise  forbidden  under 
pain  of  discharge  to  malce  plans  or  surveys  of 
building  lots. 

7.     Annual  Reports. 

That  the  annual  jreports  of  the  Building  Depart- 
ment be  simplified  by  the  elimination  of  unneces- 
sary data  as  hereinbefore  suggested. 

That  all  cases  of  accidents  due  to  the  main- 
tenance or  operation  of  elevators,  or  to  the  escape 
or  explosion  ot  gas,  or  to  the  collapse  of  buildings 
in  whole  or  in  part,  and  of  fires  resulting  in  death, 
be  published  hereafter  in  the  department's  annual 
reports;  that  such  .statements  be  printed  in  separate 
groups  under  proper  hesidings  and  in  chronological 
order;  that  the  names  and  number  of  persons 
injured  or  killed  be  stated;  that  the  location  of  the 
premises  and  the  nature  of  the  business  carried 
on  therein  also  be  given;  and  that  wherever  the 


accident  is  caused  by  a  defect  in  an  elevator  or  a 
gas  fixture  or  in  the  construction  of  a  building, 
the  report  should  contain  the  data  of  the  last 
inspection  by  the  department  and  the  name  of  the 
inspector. 

8.     Changes  in  the  Building  Law. 

That  the  building  law  .should  be  amended  so  as 
to  apply  equally  to  old  and  new  theaters  and 
other  places  of  public  amusement  in  the  partic- 
ulars hereinbefore  enumerated. 

That  a  suitable  ordinance  requiring  all  persons 
in  charge  of  building  operations  to  be  licensed  after 
proof  of  their  qualifications  be  passed  by  the  City 
Council  and  approved  by  the  Jilayor. 

That  the  Building  Commissioner  make  a  study 
of  the  sections  of  the  building  law  relating  to 
tenement  liouses  and  prepare  amendments  which 
will  better  define  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Health 
and  the  Building  Departments  and  eliminate  all 
provisions  which  are  unnecessary  or  which  now 
cause  a  duplication  of  work  by  said  departments' 

That  sec.  1,  eh.  550,  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  be 
amended  so  as  to  make  the  present  prohibition 
against  officers  of  the  Building  Department 
engaging  in  other  business,  etc.,  extend  to  all 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Building  Department. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 
by  .John  A.  Sullivan, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  submitted 
a  schedule  of  cost  of  constructing  artificial  stone 
sidewalks  with  granite  edgestone  along  both  sides 
of  Hecla  street.  Ward  20 — and  recommended  the 
passage  of  the  follo'n-ing  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  schedule 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the  amounts 
set  against  their  respective  names  as  their  pro- 
portional parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  arti- 
ficial stone  sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones  in 
front  of  their  several  estates  bordering  on  said 
Hecla  street,  Ward  20.  The  same  is  hereby 
ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  sent  to  the  parties 
as  aforesaid,  the  amount  being  81,843.96. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  sixteen  newsboys 
and  one  vendor — recommending  that  the  same  be 
granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTINIENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1  and  2,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  18,  of  William  Frederick  Swain 
to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

2.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  18,  of  'O'iUiam  J.  Doj-le  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal,  and  John  E.  Keogh  and  Arthur 
B.  IMoran  to  be  Weighers  of  Beef. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Kenny  and  Coxilthurst,  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  several  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  the  petition  of  George  Burgess 
Magrath,  M.  D.,  Medical  Examiner  (referred 
1910),  for  a  new  division  of  Suffolk  County  into 
two  medical  examiner  districts — that  no  further 
action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

(2)  Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court  (referred  September  9)  for 
additional  money  for  clerical  assistance — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  arnounts  here- 
tofore allowed  for  clerical  assistance  in  the  office 
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of  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  for  Criminal 
Business  for  the  County  of  Suffollc  for  the  financial 
year  1912-13,  there  be  allowed  the  further  amount 
of  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($3,950),  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  County  of  Suffolk,  Superior  Criminal 
Court. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Comrnittee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Boston  Wharf  Company  (referred  May  13)  for 
compensation  for  damages  to  property  used  for 
sewerage  outlet  purposes  by  the  city — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Boston  Wharf  Company  such  sum,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  $2,550,  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor  and  the  Corporation  Counsel,  in 
compensation  and  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the 
Boston  Wharf  Company  arising  under  an  agree- 
ment between  the  city  and  the  company  for- dredg- 
ing the  dock  of  the  company  at  A  street.  South 
Boston, — ^said'  dredging  being  in  part  necessary 
by  reason  of  deposit  from  overflow  of  city  sewer 
into  said  dock, — the  sum  paid  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Water  and  Sewer  Division 
(Sewer  Service)  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  on 
motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE. 


SALE   OF  FERRYBOAT. 

Coun.  KENNY  ofTered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  auction  to 
the  highest  bidder  the  ferryboat  "Revere,"  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale  to  be  credited  to  the  Sinldng 
Funds. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board 
October  28,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  October 
29,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  ferryboat  "Revere" 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby, rescinded. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun,  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  that  is  made  necessary  by  reason  of  some 
imperfection  which  crept  into  the  order  which  we 
passed  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  orders  were  passed. 


TRANSFER   OF   HYDE   PARK   TAX 
DEEDS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Treasurer  be  hereby  directed  to  deliver 
to  the  City  Collector,  and  the  City  Collector  to 
receive  all  tax  deeds  now  in  the  possession  of  said 
Treasurer  affecting  lands  in  that  part  of  Boston 
formerly  Hyde  Park;  and  that  the  City  Collector 
receive  all  moneys  heretofore  paid,  or  that  may 
hereafter  be  paid,  for  releases  of  the  city's  interest 
under  said  tax  deeds  of  the  lands  therein  described. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ASSESSMENT   VALUES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  answer,  in 
accordance  with  Section  7  of  the  charter,  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council,  why  the  assessed 
value  of  the  buildings,  corner  Chavincy  and  Bedford 
streets,  corner  Beacon  street  and  Commonwealth 
avenue,  and  Nos.  157-163  Hemenway  .street, 
are  less  than  the  actual  market  value.  Also 
whether  in  view  of  such  a  difference  the  Somers 
system  of  asses.sing  is  not  necessary  in  Boston. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  without  in  any 
way  implying  any  dishonesty  or  any  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  or  any 
wastefulness  of  time  or  money,  I  believe  that  the 
present  method  of  assessing  property  in  Boston 
has  brought  about  ridiculous  results;  that  this 
city  is,  in  the  eyes  of  the  country,  as  far  as  its 
assessed  values  are  concerned,  in  a  ridiculous 
position.     The  facts  are  all  about  us,  and  I  pro- 


pose at  each  meeting  of  this  Council  from  now 
on  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Council  certain 
of  these  ridiculous  assessments  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  Council  and  the  community  at 
large,  after  having  these  facts  brought  to  their 
attention,  can  do  as  they  see  fit.  It  is  not  in  any 
spirit  of  antagonism  that  I  do  this;  it  is  simply 
that  the  community  may  be  awakened  to  the 
actual  condition  of  affairs  and  may  seriously 
consider  some  method  of  changing  this  condition. 
The  Somers  s.ystem  may  not  be  the  right  s.vsteni, 
but  certainly  it  has  worked  in  ten  large  cities  in 
America.  It  is  practically  the  .system  which  is 
in  effect  in  New  York  to-day;  it  has  been  adopted 
in  Columbus,  in  Cleveland,  in  Denver,  in  East 
St.  Louis  and  Joliet,  altogether  in  ten  cities  in 
the  country,  and  certainly  merits  the  attention 
of  the  public  bodies  in  Boston.  I  have  picked 
out  to-day  three  examples.  The  under  assess- 
ment of  those  properties  as  shown  by  the  actual 
sale  figures  is  .$201,000.  Just  three  properties  in 
the  City  of  Boston  are  under  assessed  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars — not  under  a.ssessed 
as  to  somebody's  else  opinion,  but  under  as.sessed 
with  regard  to  the  actual  sales  of  those  properties. 
Let  me  be  more  specific.  The  first  case  cited,  I 
think,  was  on  the  corner  of  Chauncy  and  Bedford 
streets,  the  building  known  as  the  Allen  Build- 
ing. This  building  is  assessed  for  $372,000.  The 
building  actually  sold  within  a  month  for  $550,000, 
meaning  an  under  assessment  of  $178,000,  Such 
a  discrepancy,  I  say,  makes  our  assessing  system 
ridiculous.  'The  second  case  cited  was  that  on 
the  corner  of  Beacon  street  and  Commonwealth 
avenue,  the  place  known  as  the  Buckminster. 
The  last  sale  of  that  lot  and  building,  within 
six  months,  was  at  $5.50,000.  The  assessed  valua- 
tion of  that  building  is  $500,000.  The  last  case 
cited  is  the  building  at  157  to  163  Hemenway 
street.  The  sale  of  that  building  was  made  on 
October  15  for  .$83,000;  the  asses,sed  figures  on  the 
building  are  .$63,200.  You  will  see  that  I  have 
picked  out  examples  not  confined  to  any  one 
section  of  the  town.  Our  assessing  system  in  the 
hands  of  good  men,  perhaps,  industrious  men, 
honest  men,  is  working  ridiculous  results.  There 
are  three  specific  instances  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  and  those  will  be  multiplied  at  future 
meetings  for  the  benefit  of  this  body  and  the  pub- 
lic generally.  As  the  result  of  simply  these  three 
cases  you  have  an  under  assessment  of  $261,000, 
as  shown  by  actual  sales.  You  and  I  know  per- 
fectly well  that  the  over  assessment  that  is  made 
necessary  on  certain  residential  property  has  to  be 
very  severe  to  overcome  this  under  assessment  of 
what  may  be  termed  the  bu.siness  property.  The 
people  of  this  town — especially  the  people  who  are 
buying  lots  for  homes  or  who  own  equities  in  small 
home.s — are  vitally  interested  in  seeing  the  assess- 
ing of  the  city  done  under  a  proper  system;  and  I 
believe  that  I  am  speaking  for  a  considerable 
part  of  the  community  when  I  insist  that  the 
tacts  should  be  faced  by  this  bodj',  and  that 
something  be  done.  Whether  it  is  through  the 
Somers  system  or  some  other  is  another  question, 
biit  something  should  be  done  in  the  irameciiate 
future  to  make  less  ridiculous  our  assessing  system 
in  Boston.  I  trust  that  this  order  will  be  either 
passed  or  referred  to  a  committee.  For  the  out- 
come of  the  order  I  have  no  regard  whatever.  I 
don't  care  whether  you  kill  the  order,  whether  you 
bury  it  in  the  committee  or  pass  it.  The  disposi- 
tion of  this  order  is  immaterial.  I  am  going  to 
stand  here  meeting  after  meeting  and  tell  you 
about  the  assessing  facts  in  Boston,  not  theories, 
and  see  if  this  body,  together  with  public  bodies 
such  as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Finance 
Commis.sion,  the  Real  Estate  Exchange,  and  so 
on,  is  not  ready  to  take  some  action,  through  the 
Somers  .system  or  otherwise,  to  meet  these 
conditions. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  so  far  as  this 
order  reflects  in  any  way  upon  the  Assessing 
Department,  I  trust  it  will  be  placed  before 
the  proper  committee  for  consideration.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  not  and  would  not  be  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  stand  up  here  and  pick  out 
isolated  eases  where  property  is  bringing  more 
than  its  assessed  value.  I  think  that  is  true  not 
only  in  Boston,  but  everywhere  in  the  country, 
and  it  is  hardly  fair — it  is  unjust,  it  seems  to  me, 
to  the  assessors  of  Boston,  who  stand  at  the 
top  notch  of  efficiency  in  this  country^to  come 
in  here  now  and  throw  out  such  a  broad  insinua- 
tion as  the  member  from  Ward  11  has  thrown 
out,  citing  only  three  isolated  cases.  Let  us 
see;  this  thing  happens  to  work  both  ways.     I 
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liappen  to  know  of  a  case,  because  I  was  attorney 
in  the  matter,  based  on  the  sale  of  a  South  End  . 
piece  of  property  assessed  for  $11,000,  where  I 
agreed  on  behalf  of  my  client  to  sell  for  $7,600. 
That  is  where  it  operated  the  other  way.  Only 
last  Thursday  I  was  present  at  a  conference  where 
I  represented  a  client  who  had  a  third  interest  in 
an  estate  assessed  in  Dorchester,  near  Savin  Hill 
avenue,  for  $28,400,  and  $27,500  was  the  highest 
we  could  get  after  advertising  in  the  papers  and 
receiving  bids.  So  it  operates  both  ways.  It  is 
unfair  to  the  Assessing  Department  of  Boston, 
without  giving  the  matter  more  careful  considera- 
tion than  apparently  has  been  given,  to  come  in  and 
make  that  charge.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  order 
will  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee  before 
this  question  is  authorized. 

Coun.  COULTHURST — Mr.  President,  as  one 
member  of  the  Council,  I  was  not  a  bit  pleased 
with  the  result  of  our  preceding  interrogatories 
put  to  the  Mayor.  As  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
the  gentleman  across  the  room,  I  assented  to  those 
interrogatories,  and  sat  here,  figuratively  speaking, 
with  my  tail  between  my  legs  while  the  Mayor 
very  dramatically,  by  himself  and  his  subordinates, 
came  before  this  City  Council  and  put  it  all  over 
us — and  we  learned  nothing  that  we  did  not  know 
before.  Now,  the  gentleman  notifies  us  in  advance 
that  he  is  going  to  present  a  lot  of  these  cases  for 
our  consideration  in  the  succeeding  weeks.  Person- 
ally I  have  felt  that  the  assessing  of  property  in 
the  City  of  Boston  is  not  perfect.  In  fact,  I 
myself  in  times  past  have  criticised  the  assessing 
of  real  estate.  I  have  an  absolutely  open  mind 
on  this  matter  and  shall  be  very  glad  to  listen 
to  any  accurate  information,  any  facts  that  can 
be  presented  by  Coun.  Smith.  I,  therefore,  in 
view  of  what  the  gentleman  promises,  move  that 
this  order  lie  on  the  table,  and  at  subsequent 
meetings  of  the  Council,  as  these  facts  dribble 
in  before  us,  I  shall  make  a  similar  motion.  If 
this  motion  prevails  I  trust  and  hope  that  later 
on,  if  we  get  sufficient  information  to  proceed 
intelligently,  we  may,  with  the  facts  before  us, 
investigate,  if  it  is  within  our  power,  the  Assessing 
Department. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 


MAYOR'S  POSITION  ON  PUBLIC  LIGHTING. 

Coun  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  answer  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  City  Council,  in  accordance  with 
section  7  of  the  charter,  the  following  questions: 

Do  you  propose  to  exercise  your  authority  to 
substitute  electric  lights  for  gas  lamps?  If  so, 
do  you  propose  to  substitute  more  than  1,500, 
which  was  the  limit  you  stated  to  the  Council 
some  few  weeks  ago? 

Will  you  give  ample  notice  to  the  lamplighters 
of  any  intended  change  from  gas  to  electricity  in 
order  that  they  may  get  other  employments? 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  glad 
I  had  this  order  ready  to  present,  as  it  comes  in 
very  aptly  after  the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker, 
because  contained  in  the  order  is  a  specific  bit  of 
information  that  came  out  at  the  meeting,  at  which 
Coun.  Coulthurst  had  his  tail  between  his  legs, 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Figuratively   speaking. 

Coun.  SMITH — something  which  nobody  else 
had  known.  The  Mayor  stated  at  that  inquisition 
that  he  intended  to  replace  1,500  gas  lamps  with 
1,500  electric  lights,  and  verified  that  by  Com- 
missioner Rourke's  statement.  Nobody  knew 
that  up  to  that  date.  That  was  an  entirely  new 
bit  of  evidence  and,  having  come  out,  with  a 
stenographer  present,  before  this  august  body, 
the  Mayor  felt  that  it  was  up  to  him  to  carry  out 
his  statement,  and  he  has  been  replacing  gas  lamps 
with  electric  lights.  Just  how  far  he  is  going  to  go 
in  that  substitution  is  interesting  —  not  so  much 
to  me  personally  or  to  this  Council,  perhaps,  but 
it  is  certainly  interesting  to  the  lamplighters, 
and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  have  introduced  * 
the  order.  Now,  answering  the  councilor  from 
the  .Jamaica  Plain  district,  it  is  not  necessary  for 
the  Mayor  to  come  here  and  to  tuck  the  tails  of 
the  member.?  of  this  Council  between  their  legs. 

Coun.  COUI,THURST  —  Figuratively  speaking. 

Coun.  SMITH  —  It  is  only  necessary  for  Hm 
to  call  upon  the  head  of  a  department  to  come  in 
and  answer.  I  trust  that  as  time  goes  on  and 
these  questions  are  put  to  the  Mayor  under  the 
power  given  us  under  the  charter,  the  Council 
will  come  to  look  upon  this  power  not  as  a  chance 
for  a  scrap  with  the  Mayor,  but  as  a  chance,  an 


opportunity  given  imder  the  charter,  for  this 
body  to  get  together  with  the  administrative  part 
of  the  city  and  really  work  in  harmony,  with  a 
better  understanding  of  what  we  are  dri^dng  at. 
That  is  the  opportunity  we  have  imder  section  7 
of  the  charter  —  to  really  ask  the  administrative 
branch  of  the  government  what  they  intend  to  do, 
how  they  intend  to  do  it,  and  w-hen  they  intend 
to  do  it,  and  really  to  get  together  and  to  facilitate 
business.  And  so  I  trust  that,  as  time  goes  on,  we 
will  not  view  with  suspicion  or  even  more  the 
appearance  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  before  this  body. 
I  trust  that  some  other  member  of  the  Council, 
as  well  as  mj'self,  will  feel  moved  to  ask  questions, 
and  that,  acting  with  the  broadness  with  which 
the  Mayor  did  when  here  before,  they  will  feel 
free  to  put  verbal  questions  to  him  when  he  gets 
before  the  body.  There  should  be  a  toga  upon  the 
Mayor,  or  ermine,  or  something  of  the  sort,  to 
denote  high  office  demanding  due  reverence,  if 
we  are  going  to  treat  him  as  we  did  on  a  previous 
occasion.  I  think  we  can  make  it  much  less  formal, 
make  it  more  useful,  and  I  trust  that  these  questions 
will  be  put  to  the  Mayor.  But  whether  or  not  they 
are  put  to  the  Mayor  matters  but  little.  The 
Council  can  act  as  they  see  fit.  My  duty  is  done 
when  I  ask  the  Mayor  by  this  method  whether 
he  is  going  to  extend  electric  lamps  in  place  of 
gas  lamps  and  whether  he  is  going  to  give  due 
notice  of  this  to  the  lamplighters. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  have 
the  same  feeling  identically  about  this  order.  I 
don't  see  anything  to  be  gained  by  bringing  the 
Mayor  or  his  heads  of  departments  before  us  at 
the  present  time.  I  again  make  the  same  motion, 
that  this  order  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  see  no  objec- 
tion to  those  questions  being  asked  of  the  Mayor. 
On  the  contrary.  I  think  I  would  be  glad  to  vote 
in  favor  of  those  questions.  We  are  in  the  second 
year  of  a  period  where  we  raised  bj-  loan  $300,000 
which  the  city  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  install- 
ing equipment  for  gas  lights.  If  there  was  any 
merit  in  that  action  of  the  Council,  the  resiilts 
flowing  from  it  are  being  lo.st.  If  the  action 
contemplated  at  that  time  meant  the  saving  to  the 
City  of  Boston  of  $40,000  or  $50,000  a  year,  we 
are  losing  that  much  money;  and  some  of  these 
improvements  that  the  Mayor  talked  about  might 
very  well  be  made  out  of  the  moneys  thus  saved 
by  buying  the  equipment.  I  think  any  action  that 
would  tend  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  head  should 
be  welcomed,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  vote  for 
the  order. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  if  I 
thought  w-e  could  get  a  direct  and  adequate  answer 
to  each  of  those  questions  to  the  Mayor,  the  same 
as  would  be  obtained  by  a  party  in  court  through 
filing  interrogatories  to  the  opposite  party,  where 
failure  so  to  do  involves  a  penalty  of  the  court.  I 
would  favor  putting  these  questions;  but  we  will 
simply  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Mayor  to  air 
his  views  on  an.-dogous  questions — perhaps  on  the 
borrowing  of  $600,000  or  $700,000  for  different 
outside  things — and  wiU  not  get  any  additional 
light  on  electric  lights.  Therefore,  I  want  to  be 
registered  as  disappro\'ing  any  further  requests 
of  this  kind  to  the  JIayor. 
The  order  was  passed. 


CONTROL   OF   BOSTON   &   MAINE 
RAILROAD.    . 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  strongly  advocate 
that  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  termi- 
nate the  existing  control  of  the  Boston  &  ]Maine 
Railroad  and  urge  its  operation  under  safeguards 
which  will  prevent  its  becoming  the  subsidiary  of 
any  other  transportation  company. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  trust  that  this 
order  will  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee  for 
further  consideration.  I  realize  fully  that  this  is  a 
very  broad  subject,  and  in  offering  the  order  I  do 
not  wish  to  personally  go  on  record  as  either  for  or 
against  it.  But  I  do  realize  that  more  than  any 
other  single  question  that  has  arisen  in  the  last 
twenty  years,  this  question  of  the  control  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  is  vital  to  the  City  of 
Boston.  We  are  hearing  much  from  our  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  allied  bodies  about  the  devel- 
opment of  the  port  of  Boston,  but  the  development 
of  the  port  of  Boston  is  impossible  withoxit  ade- 
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quate  transportation  facilities.  I  trust  that  when 
this  order  is  referred  to  a  committee  it  will  not  be 
buried  there  but  that  possibly  we  may  give  a  public 
hearing'at  which  those  who  advocate  state  owner- 
ship of  the  Boston  &  Maine  can  present  their  case 
and  at  which  the  opposite  side  can  present  their 
case.  The  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  is  really 
in  a  position  to  influence  legislation  on  the  hill, 
because  this  is  primarily  a  Boston  matter.  It  has 
to  do  with  the  whole  state,  but  the  commercial 
center  of  the  state  is  Boston,  and  the  railroad 
situation  affects  Boston  more  directly  than  any 
other  part  of  the  state  or  the  rest  of  the  state  put 
together.  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be  referred 
to  the  proper  committee  and  given  active  attention. 
The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


BOSTON   PLANNING    COMMISSION. 

Coun.  HALE  offered  the  following: 
City  of  Boston. 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Twelve.  _ 
An    Ordinance    Establishing    a    Boston    Planning 

Commission. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  That  there  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  a  commission  or  board  to  consist  of  five 
persons  selected  as  follows:  one  from  three  pro- 
posed by  Boston-191.5;  one  from  three  proposed 
by  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce;  one  from 
three  proposed  by  the  Boston  .Society  of  Archi- 
tects; one  from  three  proposed  by  the  United 
Improvement  Association;  and  one  who  shall  be 
the  chairman  of  said  commission  from  three 
proposed  by  the  foregoing  four  members  of  the  com- 
mission. The  commissioners  so  appointed  shall 
constitute  a  commission  for  the  purposes  herein- 
after stated,  which  shall  be  known  as  the  Boston 
Planning  Commission.  At  its  first  meeting  said 
commission,  with  the  exception  of  the  chairman, 
shall  by  any  method  it  deems  fit,  divide  itself  into 
two  groups,  the  first  of  which  groups  shall  go  out 
of  office  at  the  end  of  three  years  and  the  second  at 
the  end  of  four  years.  The  chairman  shall  go  out 
of  office  at  the  end  of  five  years.  Thereafter  the 
terms  of  all  the  commissioners  shall  be  five  years. 
Appointments  shall  be  made  to  vacancies  in  the 
commission  in  the  same  manner  as  was  made  the 
appointment  of  the  commission  who.se  place 
becomes  vacant.  T\w.  persons  ajjpointed  as  com- 
missioners shall  be  fitted  either  by  professional 
education,  or  by  training,  or  by  experience  in  the 
conduct  of  business,  to  exercise  sound  judgment  in 
the  matters  intrusted  to  them,  and  to  give  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  competent  advice  as  to 
the  proper  order  and  cost  of  public  improvements 
and  the  expenditures  of  public  funds  thereon. 
The  chairman  shall  receive  a  salary  of  .$5,000  per 
year;  the  other  members  shall  serve  without  com- 
pensation. The  commissioners  shall  have  author- 
ity to  employ  recognized  experts  in  city  jjlanning 
at  such  compensation  within  the  limits  of  the 
budget  approved  by  the  Mayor  and  Council  as  the 
commission  may  deem  proper.  The  commission 
shall  have  authority  to  employ  such  assistance  as 
it  deems  necessary  in  the  making  of  maps,  plans, 
and  estimates  of  costs  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  2.  The  subjects  which  said  commission 
is  to  consider  and  upon  which  it  shall  from  time 
to  time  give  advice  and  information  accompanied 
by  such  maps,  plans,  and  estimates  of  cost,  as  it 
deems  necessary,  shall  be  as  follows:  Such  devel- 
opments and  improvements  in  the  City  of  Boston 
as  have  to  do  with  the  structural  and  sanitary 
safety  of  buildings  and  kindred  matters  usually 
included  under  the  head  of  building  laws;  the 
prevention  and  relief  of  congestion  of  population 
and  traffic;  the  control  of  fire  hazard;  the  proper 
distribution  of  buildings  for  purposes  of  residence, 
manufacturing,  trade  and  transportation;  the 
beautification  of  the  city,  the  preservation  of  its 
natural  and  historic  features;  the  extension  of 
water  supply  and  of  sewerage  disposal;  the  pres- 
ervation, development  and  management  of  lands 
and  buildings  for  public  uses;  the  co-ordination 
of  transportation,  whether  of  passengers  or  freight, 
and  whether  by  railroads,  railways,  highways,  or 
water;  the  development  of  the  water  front;  and 
the  distribiition  of  telephone,  gas,  electric. light  and 
other  public  utilities,  and  such  other  matters  as 
may  properly  be  understood  to  come  within  the 
scope*  of  city  planning.  In  considering  these 
subjects,  special  attention  shall  be  paid  to  such 
improvements  as  require  the  expenditure  of  money 


by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  such  as  for  example 
the  erection  of  public  buildings  of  all  kinds;  the 
purcha.se  of  new  parks  and  playgrounds;  the 
improvement  of  old  parks  and  playgrounds;  the 
development  of  a  sewer  system;  the  construction 
of  new  streets;  the  rearrangement  of  old  streets; 
the  development  of  a  high  pressure  fire  system, 
and  the  destruction  or  reduction  of  waste.  This 
enumeration  shall  not  be  construed  to  exclude  the 
consideration  of  other  matters  properly  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  commission.  The  conmiissioners 
shall  consider  these  various  subjects  in  cooperation, 
when  necessary,  with  similar  bodies  in  other  cities 
and  towns  in  the  metropolitan  district,  and  in  the 
metropolitan  district  itself,  and  shall  also  take 
into  consideration  plans  proposed  by  private 
individuals  and  business  organizations  in  the  city. 

Sect.  3.  The  commission  shall  annually  on 
or  before  the  third  Wednesday  of  October  in  each 
year  make  a  report  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  its  proceedings  up  to  and  including  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September  preceding,  embodying  therein 
specific  recommendations  for  improvements  to  be 
made  during  the  ensuing  year  with  estimates  of 
the  cost  of  the  same,  and  with  such  plans  and  maps 
as  may  be  needed  for  the  proper  presentation  of 
its  conclusions.  In  making  these  specific  recom- 
mendations the  commission  shall  take  into  con- 
sideration the  amount  of  money  available  within 
the  debt  limit  for  the  particular  year;  shall  recom- 
mend the  methods  of  executing  and  pa>'ing  for  such 
improvements  as  it  may  suggest;  and  shall  state 
which,  if  any,  of  its  recommendalions  shall  involve 
an  expenditure  of  money  outside  the  debt  limit. 
The  commission  may  issue  from  time  to  time  such 
other  reports  as  it  may  deem  advisable. 

Sect.  4.  The  salaries  and  expenses  of  said 
Boston  Planning  Commission  shall  be  paid  by  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Sect.  5.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  passage. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.36  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  6.46  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Arthur  C.  McEiffel, 
Jr.  (referred  to-day),  for  a  permit  for  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Jordan 
Hall  on  December  14 — that  a  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
City  Council  advocates  that  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  terminate  the  existing  control 
of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad — recommending 
reference  of  same  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  authorizing 
transfer  of  $2,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building, 
South  Boston — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0, 
viz.: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Kenny,  McDonald,  Smith — 7. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  authorizing 
transfer  of  $2,765.35  from  the  appropriation  for 
Vine  Street  Building,  Sanitary  Accommodations, 
Repairs  and  Painting,  and  the  sum  of  $2,234.65 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  for 
new  Municipal  Building,  site  of  Vine  Street 
Church,  Ward  17 — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0, 
viz.: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Kenny,  McDonald,  Smith — 7. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  November  4)  transferring  from  Reserve 
Fund  the  sum  of  $65,500  to  various  departments — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass,  viz.: 
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Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
2G1  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
liereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following 
sums  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
specified: 

Boston  Infirmary  Department: 

Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital $3,000 

Charlestown  Almshouse 1,000 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

House  of  Correction 10,000 

Steamer  "Monitor" 2,000 

Assessing  Department 4,000 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department 5,000 

Park  Department 25,000 

Weights  and  Measures  Department 1,000 

Collecting  Department 2,500 

Bath  Department 10,000 

Mayor,  Public  Celebrations 2,000 

Total $65,500 


The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
refrain  from  voting  for  this  order  of  $65,500  for  this 
reason.  I  am  quite  willing  and  ready,  and  shall 
be  prepared,  either  early  in  the  season  when  the 
original  budget  is  first  made  up  or  later  in  the 
year  when  the  supplemental  budget  is  made  up, 
to  replenish  the  Reserve  Fund  for  purposes  of 
subsequent  appropriation.  But  it  seems  to  me 
when  the  Council  in  the  spring  makes  up  its  orig- 
inal budget  and  allots  a  certain  amount  of  money 
for  a  department,  and  that  department  along 
toward  the  end  of  the  year  finds  itself  in  need  of  a 
little  more  money,  it  is  up  to  the  Mayor  and 
Auditor  at  the  later  time  to  assent  under  the 
statutes  to  a  transfer  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
meet  that  emergency,  that  exigency.  Without 
passing  upon  the  merits  of  these  various  items 
which  the  Mayor  has  presented  to  us, —  for  I  make 
no  criticism  and  offer  no  opinion  as  to  the  right- 
eousness or  unrighteousness  of  these  supplemental 
items, — I  do  say  that  the  statute  contemplates 
that  the  Mayor  and  Auditor  shall  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  making  such  transfers.  When  the  City 
Council  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  submits  its 
budget  it  does  so  after  a  thorough  review  of  the 
entire  financial  situation  of  the  city,  and  i^  allots  a 
certain  amount  of  money  to  each  department. 
The  law  contemplates  that  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment shall  spend  that  money  and  no  more,  and  if 
he  spends  more  than  is  allotted  to  him  he  violates 
the  statute  and  may  be  prosecuted.  When  the 
statute  was  passed  it  had  that  very  situation  in 
mind;  and  the  statute  opened  the  door  for  the 
Mayor  and  Auditor  to  come  in  at  that  time^  and 
meet  the  emergency  if  the  excess  expenditure 
was  proper  and  justifiable.  As  I  said  before,  I 
am  not  expressing  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  these 
various  items.  If  I  were  going  to  pass  upon  their 
merits,  I  might  vote  for  them.  But  my  position 
is  this,  that  when  it  comes  to  the  question  of  a 
transfer  from  one  department  to  another  to  meet 
obligations  which  a  department  has  created  in 
exce;3s  of  the  budget,  the  remedy  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Mayor  and  Auditor  after  December  first.  The 
statute  had  that  very  situation  in  mind,  because 
it  was  thought  and  naturally  reasoned  out  that 
when  December  first  arrived,  and  the  end  of  the 
year  was  approaching,  each  department  would 
know  what  its  financial  situation  was  and  whether 
it  would  have  sufficient  money  to  carry  out  its 
obligations  for  the  rest  of  the  current  financial 
year.  Therefore,  the  right  was  given  to  the 
Mayor  and  Auditor  to  meet  that  emergency. 
For"  that  reason,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  vote 
for  these  items.  I  am  quite  ready  to  vote  appro- 
priations from  the  Reserve  Fund,  because  that  is 
what  the  Reserve  Fund  was  established  for;  but 
when  it  comes  to  tra'nsfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  meet  a  prospective  excessive  disbursement  by  a 
department,  I  think  the  Mayor  and  Auditor  should  • 
meet  the  obligations  that  that  situation  places 
upon  them. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  might 
I  ask  what  particular  order  is  now  under  considera- 
tion? 

President  ATTRIDGE— An  order  for  *he 
transfer  of  $65,500  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  desire 
to  renew  the  point  of  order  I  made  in  executive 
committee,  namely,  that  the  City  Co\incil  has 
no  power,  either  under  the  city  charter  or  under 
the  Acts  of   1893,   chapter  261,   to   transfer  any 


moneys  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  any  department 
of  the  city.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  any 
light  thrown  upon  that  question  by  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  to  enable  me  and  other  members 
of  the  Council  who  desire  information,  to  vote  not 
merely  in  this  case  but  in  other  cases  where  the 
same  question  comes  up.  It  is  distinctly  clear 
under  the  terms  of  the  new  city  charter  that  it 
was  not  contemplated  that  the  City  Council  should 
have  any  control  over  the  Reserve  Fund.  There 
is  no  express  authority  given  the  City  Council 
to  pass  appropriations  or  make  a  transfer  after 
the  tax  rate  is  settled.  Let  me  read  the  exact 
phraseology  of    the  city  charter  on  that  question: 

"All  appropriations  other  than  for  school 
purposes,  to  be  met  from  taxes,  revenue  or  any 
source  other  than  loans  shall  originate  with  the 
Mayor,  who  within  thirty  daj's  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fiscal  year  shall  submit  to  the  city  coun- 
cil the  annual  budget  of  the  current  expenses  of 
the  city  and  county,  and  may  submit  thereafter 
supplementary  budget  until  such  time  as  the  tax 
rate  for  the  year  shall  have  been  fixed." 

Now,  under  the  provisions  of  section  3  of  the 
city  charter  the  Mayor  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fiscal  year  did  submit  an  annual  budget,  and  at 
diverse  times  during  the  succeeding  months  he 
submitted  supplementary  budgets,  which  the 
City  Council  acted  on,  and  in  one  of  those  supple- 
mentary budgets,  or  included  in  one  of  those  supple- 
mentary budgets,  was  the  appropriation  for  the 
Reserve  Fund.  Our  control  over  the  appropria- 
tions, Mr.  President,  was  terminated,  at  least 
under  the  terms  of  the  city  charter,  at  the  time 
when  the  tax  rate  was  fixed.  This  matter  we  are 
considering  is  a  transfer  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 
The  only  provision  in  the  city  charter  in  regard 
to  the  Reserve  Fund  is  this: 

"The  City  Auditor  may,  with  the  approval  in 
each  instance  of  the  Mayor,  at  any  time  make 
transfers  from  the  appropriation  for  current 
expenses  of  one  division  of  a  department  to  the 
appropriation  for  current  expenses  of  any  other 
division  of  the  same  department,  and  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  any  appropriation  for  the  current 
expenses  of  a  department." 

Those  are  the  only  provisions  that  I  find  in  the 
city  charter  that  have  any  bearing  upon  the 
authority  of  the  City  Council  either  to  make 
appropriations  or  to  make  transfers:  and  I  can 
easily  see  how  the  framers  of  the  city  charter 
contemplated  that  the  City.  Council  would  not  be 
bothered  with  the  details  of  making  transfers  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  make  up  expenditures  by 
departments  in  excess  of  what  was  anticipated  by 
each  department.  In  that  regard  I  agree  entirely 
with  the  councilor  from  South  Boston.  What 
happened  this  afternoon?  We  went  into  the  meet- 
ing this  afternoon  and  listened  to  the  heads  of 
departments  making  ex  parte  statements.  There 
was  no  hearing  on  the  merits.  We  could  not  pass 
intelligently  on  the  needs  of  the  departments: 
we  had  to  take  their  word  for  it.  We  had  no 
means  of  investigating  their  claims.  This  order 
goes  through  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  Executive 
Committee  of  the  City  Council  approved  it  with- 
out question  as  it  came  before  us,  and  I  say  it  was 
not  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  when  the  city 
charter  was  framed  that  we  would  have  to  pass 
on  these  questions  of  details.  I  have  been  informed 
that  there  is  some  opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel 
Babson's  on  file  here  to  the  effect  that  we  have 
no  control  over  that  Reserve  Fund.-  But  this 
communication  from  the  Mayor  purports  to 
base  its  authority  on  chapter  261  of  the  Acts  of 
1S93.  In  a  cursory  examination  of  that  chapter 
I  can  find  no  authority  conferred  on  the  City  Coun- 
cil over  the  Reserve  Fund.     I^et  me  read  it: 

"After  an  appropriation  of  money  has  been 
duly  made  by  the  city  government  of  Boston 
for  any  specific  purpose,  or  for  the  needs  and 
expenditures  of  any  department,"  those  are  the 
only  two  cases:  for  any  specific  purpose  or  for  the 
needs  and  expenditures  of  any  department, 
' '  no  transfer  of  any  part  of  the  money  thus  appro- 
priated shall  be  made  except  within  the  depart- 
ment, or  in  accordance  with  and  after  the  written 
recommendations  of  the  Mayor  to  the  City 
Council,  approved  by  the  yea  and  nay  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members." 

We  appropriated  at  variotis  times  in  the  year 
various  sums  of  money  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 
That  was  clearly  not  the  case  of  an  appropriation 
for  the  needs  of  any  department;  I  cannot  see  that 
it  was  an  appropriation  for  a  specific  purpose. 
It  was  an  appropriation  for  general  purposes.     It 
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was  an  appropriation  to  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
meet  emergeneies,  and  it  is  very  clear  to  my  mind 
that  neither  the  city  charter  nor  this  act  passed 
fifteen  years  before  contemplated  any  such  action 
by  this  body  as  is  now  proposed  in  passing  upon 
transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund.  I  am  willing 
to  get  additional  light  upon  the  matter,  and  I  wish 
to  oflfer  an  order  asliiug  the  opinion  of  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  as  to  whether  or  not  we  have 
any  authority  in  the  matter. 

President  ATTRIDGE— There  is  now  an  order 
before  the  Council.  The  question  is  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  have  an 
entirely  open  mind  on  this  subject,  and  I  have 
really  listened  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  trying 
to  make  up  my  mind,  in  view  of  what  has  been 
said  by  the  previous  speakers,  just  how  to  vote 
on  this  matter.  We  created  the  Reserve  Fund 
here  by  our  vote;  there  is  no  restriction  upon  us 
in  the  charter  upon  handling  that  money.  It 
seems  to  me  that,  having  created  that  fund  and 
not  being  restricted  in  voting  as  to  how  it  shall  be 
used,  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  vote  in  the  matter 
of  transfers  from  it,  especially  when  those  transfers 
are  made  for  the  current  expenses  of  a  department. 
I  think  what  the  councilor  from  South  Boston 
(Coun.  Kenny)  has  said  about  throwing  the  entire 
responsibility  for  these  transfers  on  the  Mayor 
is  an  excellent  point.  The  whole  spirit  of  the 
charter,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  centralize  and 
fix  responsibility  in  the  Mayor  of  this  city.  If 
he  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  says  that  a  certain 
amount  of  money  is  necessary  and  later  in  the 
year  he  finds  that  an  additional  amount  of  money 
is  necessary,  the  responsibility  lies  with  him  as 
the  administrative  head  of  the  city.  If  he  has 
encouraged  the  head  of  any  department  to  go 
ahead  and  increase  the  expenditures  of  that 
department,  it  seems  to  me  absolutely  essential 
that  the  Mayor  should  bear  the  responsibility  for 
that.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  department 
head  has  been  encouraged  by  any  affirmative 
action  or  lack  of  action  by  the  City  Coimcil  to 
go  ahead  and  expend  money,  then  the  City  Council 
ought  to  share  the  Mayor's  responsibility  in  the 
matter.  It  seems  to  me  in  one  or  two  of  these 
cases  where  requests  are  made  to  increase  the 
amount  of  money  for  a  department  the  City  Council 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  sitting  here  and 
hearing  the  head  of  the  department  talk  about 
his  department,  really  tacitly  agreed  to  let  certain 
expenditures  go  through;  and  I  .should,  therefore, 
like  to  ask  that  the  order  be  divided  as  to  the 
separate  departments,  becau.se  I  personally  should 
like  to  vote  on  some  items  in  the  affirmative  and 
on  some  in  the  negative.  I  trust  that  this  will 
be  done. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Does  Coun.  Smith 
make  that  as  a  motion? 

Coun.  SMITH— I  do. 

The  Council  voted  to  divide  the  question. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  rather  than 
run  the  risk  of  possible  misunderstanding  I  am 
going  to  add  a  few  more  words  to  what  I  have 
already  stated.  I  believe  the  Reserve  Fund  is  an 
excellent  thing.  I  cannot  subscribe  to  what  has 
been  said  as  to  the  illegality  of  the  action  of  the 
Council  in  taking  money  from  it  after  it  has 
been  created,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ro.slindale  (Coun.  Coulthurst).  I  think  the 
Reserve  Fund  in  itself  is  an  excellent  method  of 
postponing  appropriations  to  a  time  when  it  can 
be  better  determined  whether  you  want  to  make 
the  appropriation  or  not.  What  may  appear  to 
be  advisable  in  the  way  of  appropriations  early 
in  the  season  may  later  on  be  deemed  inadvisable. 
Therefore,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  say  that  we 
should  at  one  particular  time  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  determining  just  how  much  money  should 
be  spent  in  any  one  department  or  any  one  place 
for  the  entire  year.  The  statute  contemplates 
emergencies.  For  that  reason,  Mr.  President,  the 
Reserve  Fund  is  created.  I  am  willing  to  vote 
to  replenish  the  Reserve  Fund  up  to  the  last 
minute  of  declaring  the  tax  levy,  and,  indeed,  to 
create  a  substantial  Reserve  Fund.  In  other 
words,  I  want  to  vote  for  appropriations.  I  do 
not  want  to  anticipate  the  statute  and  say  that 
we  shall  take  the  responsibility  later  in  the  year 
of  making  transfers  to  meet  emergencies  in  de- 
partmental deficiencies.  That  is  for  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Auditor.  I  think  we  have  a  perfect 
right  and  that  it  is  perfectly  legal  for  us  to  make 
the  transfers,  even  now.  But  my  point  is  that, 
while  I  want  to  vote  the  money  for  the  Reserve 
Fund,   the   Mayor  should   take  the  responsibility 


of  transfers  to  meet  the  obligations  of  depart- 
ments beyond  what  is  given  them  in  the  budget. 
I  think  this  will  operate  in  maintaining  a  higher 
standard  by  department  heads  and  thus  show 
them  that  they  must  not  rely  upon  subsequent 
appropriations  at  the  hands  of  the  Council.  The 
responsibility  is  then  on  the  Mayor  and  Auditor 
to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  additional  money 
is  properly  required  after  December  1.  I  hope  I 
have  made  that  clear. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  agree 
with  the  councilor  from  South  Boston  (Coun. 
Kenny)  that  it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  for  the 
Council  to  have  some  authority  and  control  over 
tlie  Reserve  Fund,  but  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  led 
to  the  conclusion,  under  the  phraseology  of  the 
statute  and  the  charter,  that  we  have  no  control, 
whether  for  the  purpose  of  appropriating  money 
out  of  it  or  transferring  the  money  in  it  to  the  needs 
of  the  various  departments.  It  seems  to  me  clear 
that  the  statute  and  the  charter  did  not  con- 
template that  we  should  have  any  authority  over 
the  matter.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  wish 
further  light.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  get  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  because 
evidently  the  Mayor,  in  sending  these  various 
transfers  to  us,  feels  that  he  has  something  to 
back  him  up.  But  I  agree  very  thoroughly  with 
the  councilor  from  South  Boston  on  the  merits  of 
this  particular  proposition,  and  with  Coun. 
Smith.  I  think  most  absolutely  we  are  not  in  a 
position  to  pass  upon  the  merits  of  these  transfers. 
We  should  not  be  compelled  to  take  our  time  to 
do  it.  Under  the  charter  the  Mayor  and  the 
City  Auditor  have  the  control,  have  the  right  to 
make  these  transfers.  The  Mayor  is  in  a  position 
to  know  whether  his  subordinates  are  spending 
money  judiciously,  and  we  have  no  means  of 
finding  it  out.  And  so,  after  my  point  of  order  is 
passed  on.  if  the  question  comes  on  the  merits  of 
the  appropriation  I  shall  vote  in  accordance  with 
tne  opinion  expressed  by  the  two  councilors  on 
the  other  side. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  point  of  order 
raised  by  the  councilor  is  not  well  taken. 

Coun.  McDonald— Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
is  rather  a  late  day  for  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
ceded me  to  come  in  here  and  raise  the  technicality 
that  we  have  not  got  any  right  to  transfer  money 
for  maintenance  purposes  to  departments  that 
need  the  money  to  maintain  the  departments  for 
the  rest  of  the  year.  If  we  have  a  right  to  take 
the  original  budget  as  sent  to  us  by  the  Mayor 
and  cut  those  departments  certain  amounts  of 
money,  thinking  the  Mayor  is  allowing  them  more 
money  than  they  need  to  run  the  departments,  as 
we  have  done  in  a  number  of  cases,  why  haven't 
we  also  the  right,  in  conjunction  with  the  Mayor, 
to  later  in  the  year  give  them  tne  necessary  money 
to  run  the  departments?  Some  of  the  depart- 
ments did  not  know  when  they  came  in  here  at  the 
first  of  the  year  that  food.stuffs  were  going  to 
cost  so  much  tnat  there  was  going  to  be  an  in- 
creased cost  in  some  cases  of  20,  30  or  40  per  cent. 
Neither  they  nor  we  knew  that,  and  now  they  ask 
us  for  more  money  to  rtiaintain  departments.  I 
am  going  to  vote  for  the  appropriations  sent  in, 
because  I  think  the  heads  of  departments  who 
came  before  the  committee  were  honest  and  told 
us  the  truth.  I  do  not  question  tfieir  honesty.  I 
do  not  say  they  came  and  lied  to  us.  They  made 
straightforward  statements  showing  why  they 
needed  the  money.  Any  investigation  we  might 
make  in  the  premises  would  not  enlighten  us  more 
than  the  statements  they  made  to  us.  We  could 
not  find  out  any  more  definitely  why  they  need 
the  money.  As  Commissioner  Gore  said,  there  is 
extra  cost  for  food,  and  we  know  as  a  matter  of 
fact  that  the  cost  of  food  has  increased.  He 
needs  $5,000  more,  perhaps  $10,000  more  than 
he  needed  last  year,  because  of  the  nonsupport 
cases  down  there.  That  is  only  one  illustration. 
I  don't  think  we  have  any  more  right  to  transfer 
money  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  the  municipal 
building  in  South  Boston,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Mayor,  than  we  have  to  transfer  money  for  main- 
tenance purposes  in  the  various  departments. 
We  have  made  these  maintenance  transfers  for 
several  years.  We  did  it  last  year  and  did  it  the 
year  before  la.st,  in  fact  ever  since  1  have  been 
here.  Those  departments  tell  us  they  must  have 
the  money  or  they  have  got  to  shut  down,  have 
got  to  lay  off  the  men,  some  of  them  getting  but 
$2.25  a  day  and  with  big  families.  We  are  told 
that  if  something  is  not  done  they  will  have  to  be 
laid  off  before  Christmas.  That  may  be  so  or  may 
not,  but  the  statement  has  been  made,  and  I  nm  not 
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going  to  be  responsible  or  partially  responsible  for 
laying  off  laborers  in  any  department  because  of 
some  technicality  in  the  matter  of  our  rights. 
We  have  done  this  before  and  that  is  precedent 
enough  for  me.     I  think  we  ought  to  do  it  now. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  member 
who  has  just  addressed  the  Council  has  drifted 
away  from  the  position  I  took.  I  disclaimed  at 
the  outset  any  intention  of  passing  on  the  merits 
of  these  appropriations.  They  may  fail  of  passage 
to-night,  some  of  tliem  because  of  an  insufficient 
number  of  votes;  but  if  it  is  proper  to  spend  the 
money  in  this  way  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Auditor 
can  spend  every  dollar  that  the  Mayor  is  asking 
to  have  transferred.  I  agree  entirely  that  such 
action  on  our  part  would  be  legal,  that  we  have 
the  power  to  take  it.  If  the  member  looks  back  I . 
don't  think  he  will  find  any  large  sums  of  money 
transferred  for  bookkeeping  purposes  in  the  years 
heretofore.  The  Mayor  now  comes  in  and  asks 
that  S65,500  be  transferred.  Perhaps  a  depart- 
ment has  spent  more  than  it  should,  and  he  wants 
us  to  vote  to  transfer  the  money  that  it  needs  to 
make  up  the  deficiency.  The  law  says  that  the 
Mayor  and  the  auditor  may  make  such  transfers 
for  purposes  of  that  kind  if  they  deem  it  expedient 
and  proper.  They  have  the  right  and  power  to 
do  it.  The  gentleman  from  Charle.stowu  (Coun. 
McDonald)  spoke  of  the  items  here  being  analo- 
gous to  voting  for  t"he  transfer  of  money  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  for  some  other  purpose,  like  that 
of  the  South"  Boston  Municipal  Building.  That 
is  not  the  case.  That  means  an  appropriation 
out  of  the  Reserve  Fund,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote 
to  make  such  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 
But  I  am  not  willing  to  vote  to  transfer  money 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
when  the  responsibility  belongs  with  the  Mayor 
and  the  Auditor.    That  is  my  position. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  I  simply 
said  in  my  opinion  that  it  was  not  different,  and 
I  think  so  now.  It  is  not  a  question  in  my  mind 
of  bookkeeping  methods  at  all.  It  is  a  question 
of  getting  inoney  enough  to  run  the  departments, 
whether  in  connection  with  bookkeeping  methods 
or  not  and  I  don't  think  there  is  any  difference 
between  appropriating  and  transferring  the  money 
out  of  the  Reserve  Fund.  In  fact,  as  far  as  il- 
legality is  concerned,  if  there  were  any  illegality 
it  would  be  in  the  South  Boston  case.  We  have 
been  going  along  here,  using  the  methods  that  are 
proposed  in  this  order,  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years.  If  money  had  been  borrowed  for  a  specific 
purpose,  we  would  not  appropriate  money  to  meet 
a  deficiency  in  this  way.  We  would  borrow  to 
meet  any  deficiency.  Now,  there  has  been  a  loan 
of  a  certain  amount  of  money  made,  and  we  are 
going  to  transfer  an  amount  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  meet  a  deficiency.  I  don't  see  any  differ- 
ence. In  fact,  if  there  is  any  illegality  I  think  it 
is  there. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  agree 
very  thoroughly  with  the  last  speaker  that_  we 
could  not  pass  upon  the  merits  of  these  various 
propositions  that  come  before  us  because  we  have 
not  the  means  for  doing  so.  We  cannot  go  into 
the  various  departments  and  investigate  as  the 
Mayor  can  and  should.  That  is  why  the  statute 
contemplates  that  the  Mayor  should  take  that 
responsibility,  that  that  authority  was  conferred 
upon  the  Mayor  and  his  subordinate,  the  City 
Auditor.  We  nine  members  of  the  City  Council 
are  not  so  constituted  that  we  can  examine  into 
the  needs  of  the  departments  in  the  matter  of 
increases.^  We  haven't  the  time  and  the  city's 
charter  did  not  contemplate  that  we  should  put 
ourselves  to  the  trouble  of  investigating  the  needs 
of  the  city  departments.  AH  this  simply  strengthens 
my  position  that  wc  should  not  assume  any  re- 
sponsibility in  this  respect.  The  Mayor,  through 
his  subordinates,  has  the  expenditure  of  the  .S25,000, 
more  or  less,  that  is  appropriated  annually,  and 
the  charter  contemplated  that  he  should  have 
that  full  rpsponsibilitj'.  Personally  I  do  not 
want  to  assume  any  responsibility  for  what  I 
foresaw, — namely,  an  increase,  an  inevitable  in- 
crease, in  the  tax  rate  as  a  result  of  the  increased 
standard  of  expenditure  this  year  and  last  year. 
This  is  as  good  a  time  as  any  for  me  to  state  my 
position  and  to  place  myself  on  record  jipon  the 
passage  of  these  various  transfers  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  current  expenses  of  the  various  depart- 
ments. 

The  Council  voted  to  pass  the  first  item,  that  for 
Boston  Infirmary  Department,  Boston  Almshouse 
and  Hospital,  $3,000,  yeas  6,  nays  1: 


Yeas — Coim.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
ColUns,  McDonald,  Smith — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Coulthurst — 1. 

The  Council  voted  to  pass  the  second  item,  for 
Boston  Infirmary  Department,  Charlestown  Alms- 
house, .51,000,  j'eas  6,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballanlvne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald,  Smith— -6. 

Nays — Coun.  Coulthurst — 1. 

The  Council  voted  to  pass  the  item  for  Penal 
Institutions  Department,  House  of  Correction, 
$10,000,  yeas  6,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,"  BaUantyne,  Buckley, 
CoUins,  McDonald,  Smith — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Coulthurst — 1. 

The  vote  on  the  item  for  steamer  "Monitor," 
$2,000,  was  as  follows: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald — 5. 

Navs — Coun.  Coulthurst,  Smith — 2. 

President  ATTRIDGE — Lacking  the  requisite 
two-thirds  vote,  the  item  is  rejected. 

The  question  next  came  on  the  item  for  Assessing 
Department,  $4,000. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
vote  against  this,  as  I  am  going  to  vote  against  one 
or  two  other  items.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  digress 
a  moment,  I  voted  against  the  item  for  the  steamer 
"Monitor,"  because  I  have  the  figures  before  me 
shomng  that  early  in  the  year  the  "Monitor" 
was  given  $2, .553  by  the  Mayor  in  excess  of  the 
amount  spent  last  year.  That  is,  the  Mayor 
allowed  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  $2,553  over 
the  amount  spent  last  year.  Now,  why  in  the 
name  of  heaven,  should  we  be  asked  to  give  more? 
The  "Monitor"  is  not  worth  keeping,  any  way, 
in  my  humble  judgment.  I  voted  for  a  new  boat, 
as  the  members  will  remember.  Now, —  and  j-ou 
will  excuse  me  for  digressing, — just  a  word  on  the 
question  under  consideration.  I  believe  that  the  • 
Assessing  Department  has  certain  weaknesses,  and 
to  lay  emphasis  on  that  I  am  going  to  vote  against 
this  extra  money  for  the  "Assessing  Department 
to-daj'.  I  believe  the  department  is  carried  on 
honestly,  that  under  the  system  that  exists  it  is 
carried  on  conscientiously. 

The  item  for  Assessing  Department,  S4,000, 
failed  of  passage,  not  obtaining  the  requisite  two- 
thirds  vote,  yeas  5,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  BaUantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Coulthurst,  Smith — 2. 

The  item  for  Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department, 
$5,000,  failed  of  passage,  not  obtaining  the  requisite 
tw-o-thirds  vote,  yeas  .5,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
ColUns,  McDonald — 5. 

Navs— Coun.  Coulthurst,  Smith — 2. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
change  my  vote.  I  wish  to  be  recorded  in  the 
affirmative. 

President  ATTRIDGE — There  being  no  objec- 
tion, Coun.  Smith  desires  to  be  recorded  in  the 
affirmative.     There  is  no  objection. 

With  Coun.  Smith's  change  of  vote  to  the  affirma- 
tive, the  item  for  Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Depart- 
ment, $5,000,  was  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  1. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  item 
for  Park  Department,  $25,000. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  as  I  understood 
from  the  head  of  the  Park  Department  this  after- 
noon, he  came  in  to  get  the  extra  money  largely 
because  of  the  carrying  on  of  supervising  work  in 
the  playgrounds.  If  that  had  been  desired  the 
JIayor  coulcl  at  any  time  have  asked  a  special 
appropriation  during  the  year,  and  I  don't  think 
there  is  a  man  in  the  body  who  would  not  have 
voted  for  it.  I  certainly  would  have  voted  for  it, 
but  I  do  not  think  the  Mayor  should  go  ahead, 
directl>'  or  indirectly,  and  encourage  the  depart- 
ment along  that  line  when  the  money  was  lacking. 
I  think  the  Ma>'or  had  better  bear  the  responsi- 
bilitv  of  that  increased  cost. 

Coun.  McDonald— Mr.  President,  I  would 
sav  that  the  head  of  the  department  didn't  say 
anything  of  the  sort.  He  said  that  $75,000  was- 
expended  in  resurfacing  our  park  roads  and  $25,000 
for  Commonwealth  avenue  and  that  they  needed 
that  money  to  keep  those  men  at  work  there.  He 
said  that  they  had  spent  that  money  for  resurfacing 
those  roads  and  that  was  tlie  reason  those  men 
would  be  laid  off.  It  was  a  new  idea  submitted 
by  the  Recreation  League  and  adopted  by  the 
ISIayor.  and  he  said  because  of  the  fact  that  they 
adopted  that  idea  it  cost  them  some  money,  but 
he  said  if  he  didn't  get  some  money  he  would  have 
to  lay  those  men  off.     I  want  to  read,  while  I  am 
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on  my  feet,  chapter  201  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  that 
we  are  working  under.  The  entire  section  was 
not  read  to  us  to-ni^ht.  I  wish  to  read  that  to 
show  that  we  have  a  right,  in  my  opinion,  to  transfer 
the  money. 

"After  an  appropriation  of  money  has  been 
duly  made  by  the  city  govei-nment  of  Boston  for 
any  specific  purpose,  or  for  the  needs  and  expendi- 
tures of  any  department,  no  transfer  of  any  part 
of  the  money  thus  appropriated  shall  be  made 
except  within  the  department,  or  in  accordance 
with  or  after  the  written  recommendations  of  the 
Mayor  to  the  City  Coimcil,  approved  by  the  yea 
and  nay  vote  of  two-tliirds  of  the  members  of  each 
branch  thereof" — whicli  puts  a  different  construc- 
tion upon  it,  in  my  opinion. 

Coun.  COMLTIiUHST— Mr.  President,  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  wliat  portion  of  that  he 
read  that  I  omitted. 

Coun.  McDonald —  I  think  the  whole  section. 
That  leaves  me  with  the  opinion  that  we  have  a 
legal  right  to  do  this  after  a  written  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Mayor  and  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
body. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  repeat  my  original  question — what  portion 
of  that  chapter  I  omitted  in  my  reading. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  the  only 
part  he  read  was  up  to  the  words  "except  within 
the  department."  He  did  not  read  any  more. 
The  rest  of  it  is  the  part  of  the  act  that  gives  us 
authority  in  the  matter. 

Coun.  COULTIiURST— Mr.  President,  an 
examination  of  the  records  of  this  meeting  when 
they  are  printed  will  show  clearly  that  I  read  all 
the  substantial  portions  of  this  act,  and  I  wish  to 
protest  against  the  insinuation  that  I  omitted  any 
of  the  es.sential  portions  of  the  act. 

President  ATTHIDGE-— The  question  is  on 
the  passage  of  the  item  for  the  Park  Department. 

Coun.  McDonald — After  the  records  are 
printed,  if  it  appears  that  the  gentleman  who 
preceded  me  read  the  part  that  I  say  he  omitted  I 
shall  gladly  apologize  to  him;  otherwise  he  will 
apologize  to  me. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  you  can  imagine 
how  it  grieves  me  to  see  the  other  members  of  the 
Council  entering  into  any  altercation  with  each 
other.  I  wish  to  restate  my  reason  for  voting 
against  this  $25,000  for  the  Park  Department. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President^  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  The  gentleman  says  he  wishes  to 
restate  his  reasons.  If  he  states  his  reasons  once 
it  should  be  sufficient  in  this  Council.  I  am  tired 
of  sitting  here  all  the  evening  and  listening  to  these 
debates.  Members  don't  seem  to  be  willing  to 
take  a  position  without  making  a  statement. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  am  glad  to 
yield  to  a  point  of  order,  but 

President  ATTRIDGE— Coun.  Smith  has  tlie 
floor. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  desire  to  state  my  reasons 
for  voting  against  this,  and  it  is  a  restatement 
because  I  was  misquoted.  Mr.  Shea  of  the  Park 
Department  told  us  in  asking  for  this  extra  money 
that  he  needed  it — and  I  will  try  to  use  his  words 
exactly — because  of  the,  exploitation  of  the  play- 
grounds, which  is  a  new  work  of  his  department 
this  year,  for  which  he  had  been  commended  by 
other  cities  as  well  as  the  City  of  Boston.  If 
that  was  the  reason  for  spending  money  the  Coun- 
cil would  gladly  vote  for  it,  but  it  was  under- 
taken without  coming  to  the  Council.  If  the 
Superintendent  of  Parks  had  come  and  asked  for 
a  transfer  I  would  have  been  glad  to  vote  for  it, 
but  the  work  having  been  undertaken  without 
that,  I  think  the  responsibility  for  that  extra 
amount  lies  with  the  Mayor  and  not  with  the 
City  Council. 

The  item  for  Park  Department,  .$25,000,  failed 
of  passage,  not  obtaining  the  requisite  two-thirds 
vote,  yeas  5,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Puckley, 
CoUins,  McDonald — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Coulthurst,  Smith — 2. 

The  item  for  Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment, $1,000,  was  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald,  Smith — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Coulthurst — 1. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  item 
for  Collecting  Department,  $2,500. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  also  going  to 
vote  against  this  item,  because  I  think  the  depart- 
ment is  doing  an  unnecessary  work  in  collect- 
ing polls,  and  that  the  sooner  it  is  crippled  so  that 


it  cannot  collect  poll  taxes,  especially  when  tho.se 
poll  taxes  are  unpaid  by  many  men  in  the  employ 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  better.  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  cripple  the  department  in  that 
respect,  although  the  respon.sibility  for  that  lack 
of  collecting  from  the  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
City  of  Boston  does  not  lie  with  the  Collecting 
Department.  I  think  from  what  Colonel  Parker 
said  this  afternoon  it  is  clear  that  it  lies  with  the 
Assessing  Department.  But,  however  that  may 
be,  I  have  voted  against  the  item  for  the  Assessing 
Department  and  I  shall  now  vote  against  this 
item  for  the  Collecting  Department. 

The  item  for  Collecting  Department  failed  of 
p.LSsage,  not  obtaining  the  requisite  two-thirds 
vote,  yeas  5,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald — 5. 

Na.vs — Coun.  Coulthurst,  Smith — 2. 

The  question  next  came  on  the  item  for  Bath 
Department,  $10,000. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  have 
voted  no  on  each  one  of  these  appropriations 
for  the  same  reason  that  I  would  have  voted  no 
on  the  whole  order  if  there  had  been  onl.v  one 
vote,  and  because  I  look  at  all.of  the  items  from  the 
same  point  of  view.  But  I  would  now  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  heads  of  departments  who 
appeared  before  us  in  favor  of  these  items,  aggre- 
gating $05,500,  told  us  that  they  asked  a  great 
deal  more  from  the  Mayor  in  each  case,  or  in  most 
cases.  The  amounts  they  told  us  they  asked 
from  the  Mayor  totaled  $114,500,  showing 
clearly  that  later  on,  if  their  opinions  are  correct, 
similar  orders  will  again  come  before  us  asking 
us  to  assume  additional  responsibility  for  in- 
creased expenditures  in  the  departments. 

The  item  for  Bath  Department,  $10,000,  failed 
of  passage,  not  obtaining  the  requisite  two-thirds 
vote,  yeas  5,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Coulthurst,  Smith — 2. 

The  item  for  Mayor,  Public  Celebrations, 
$2,000,  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald,  Smith — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Coulthurst — 1. 

(0)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  21)  transferring  tlie  sum  of 
$4,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Cemetery  Department-^that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
rejected,  not  obtaining  the  requisite  two-thirds 
vote,  yeas  5,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  McDonald — 5. 

(7)  Report  on  report  of  Executive  Committee 
(referred  November  4)  and  order  inviting  Mr. 
Roscoe  Walsworth  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  to  lay  before  it  his  view  of 
the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company  dispute — that 
the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  papers  placed  on  file. 

(8)  Report  on  communication  from  Finance 
Commission  (referred  November  4)  relative  to 
the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company — ^that  the  same 
be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  communication  placed 
on  file. 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communication 
and  order  for  $7,500  to  be  expended  for  Savin  Hill 
Playground,  additional  playground — that  the  same 
ought  not  to  pass  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected. 


ADDITION   TO    SAVIN   HILL 
PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  a  comnuuiication  to  your  honorable  body, 
dated  October  11,  1912,  I  recommended  the  pur- 
chase of  additional  land  for  Savin  Hill  Playground. 
I  am  informed  that  the  City  Council  is  more  favor- 
ably inclined  to  an  extension  of  the  Savin  Hill 
Beach  rather  than  the  playground,  and  I  accord- 
ingly recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzqebald,  Mayor. 
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Ofdci-ed,  Thnt  the  sum  of  $7,500  be  and  hereby 
is  approprinted  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners  for  additional  beach 
land,  Savin  Hill  Beach,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  nereby 
is  authorized  to  issue,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  about  two  weeks  ago  made  a 
tour  and  looked  over  prospective  improvements. 
Among  other  places  the  committee  visited  Savin 
Hill.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, headed  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Boston  (Coun.  Kenny),  that  it  was  preferable  to 
take  beach  property.  Therefore  the  Committee 
on  Finance  informally  voted  about  two  weeks  ago 
that  they  would  favor  the  extension  of  the  beach. 
The  beach  is  overrun  with  bathers,  and  it  was 
deemed  wise  to  extend  the  same  before  the  land 
was  occupied  by  houses.  The  Mayor  has  sent  in 
an  order,  and  the  order  now  before  us  has  the 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  is  in 
line  with  what  is  really  desired  there.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  wishes  of  the  Council  are  amply 
protected  by  that  order.  It  contemplates  the 
purchase  and  extension  of  beach  land.  I  there- 
fore move  an  extension  of  the  rule  that  the  order 
may  take  its  passage  forthwith. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  order  now 
before  us  as  read  by  the  City  Clerk  is  in  correct 
form,  as  I  understand  it.  I  should  like  to  add  one 
or  two  words  to  what  has  been  said  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  The  communication  we  have 
from  the  Mayor  to-day  is  substantially  the  same 
communication  we  had  a  month  ago.  If  you  will 
refer  to  it  you  will  notice  that  he  again  expresses 
his  regret  that  this  is  not  beach  land.  I  think 
that  that  is  an  error  the  Mayor  unintentionally 
made.  We  do  not  desire  to  have  it  understood 
that  we  are  not  buying  beach  land,  front  land. 
We  all  understood,  not  from  the  communication 
but  from  what  was  said  to  us,  that  the  people  of 
Savin  Hill  desired  an  extension  of  the  beach.  It 
is  true,  Mr.  President,  that  Savin  Hill  Beach  in 
the  summer  time  is  a  perfect  beehive,  being  largely 
patronized  by  the  people  of  Dorchester  and  that 
section,  and  we  felt  that  there  was  great  merit  in 
the  petition  for  an  extension  of  the  beach.  When 
we  went  out  there  we  surveyed  the  situation  and 
all  agreed  that  there  should  be  an  extension  of  the 
water  front,  the  beach.  But  upon  examination  of 
the  papers  we  found  then,  as  now  appears,  that 
the  Mayor  did  not  have  in  mind  at  tliat  time  the 
purchase  of  beach  land,  front  land,  but  rather  had 
in  mind  the  extension  or  enlargement  of  the  present 
playground.  The  present  playground  is  suffi- 
ciently large  for  all  purposes,  as  I  am  advised,  but 
it  is  the  wish  of  everybody  interested  to  extend  or 
increase  the  beach  land  on  the  water  front;  ancj, 
although  the  Mayor's  recommendation  may  read 
one  way,  the  order  as  now  drawn  is  correct.  I 
trust  that  the  motion  of  the  coimcilman  from 
Dorchester,  asking  suspension  of  the  rule,  will 
prevail. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  8,  nays  0.  It 
will  take  its  second  and  final  reading  and  passage 
in  not  less  than  two  weeks  from  to-day. 


ASSESSED   VALUE   OF   BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  in 
accordance  with  section  7  of  the  amendments  to 
the  City  Charter  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  City  Council  at  its  next 
meeting  why  the  assessed  value  of  the  following- 
named  buildings  is  less  than  the  actual  sales' 
price,  viz.:  Numbers  556-560  Atlantic  avenue; 
numbers  131-135  Summer  street;  corner  Walk 
Hill  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
delay  the  Coimcil  but  a  moment.  I  just  want  to 
carry  out  the  suggestion  of  the  councilor  from 
Roslindale,  that  we  let  these  things  "dribble" 
in.  I  think  after  the  first  few  dribbles  we  will 
find  that  they  will  come  in  like  a  flood  and  sweep 
away  the  dike.  We  have  already  had  a  parcel 
of  land  occupied  by  the  Paine  Furniture  Company 
spoken  of  by  the  Press  this  week.  It  is  assessed 
for  .tSOCOOO,  and  I  don't  know  the  exact  price 
paid  for  it,  but  the  papers  said  that  $500,000  was 
paid  for  it.  The  councilor  from  South  Boston 
has  already  given  you  two  cases  that  occurred 
to  him,   happening  within  a  few  days,  of  assess- 


ments above  the  actual  price  paid.  So  you  sea 
the  information  is  coming  in  not  only  from  my.self 
but  from  other  members  of  the  Council,  and  it 
will  be  pressing  in  here  continually.  I  think 
you  will  find  within  the  next  month  that  it  will 
amoun,t  to  a  flood.  In  the  cases  I  have  referred 
to  I  have  got  exact  figures  and  am  not  indulging 
in  any  day  dreams.  The  property  at  131-135 
Summer  street  is  assessed  for  .$147,200,  and  has 
been  sold  within  three  months  at  8250,000.  That 
is  one  case  cited  in  the  order.  Another  case  is 
that  of  556-560  Atlantic  avenue,  where  the  prop- 
erty is  assessed  for  $288,000,  and  was  sold  May 
1 — and  the  discrepancy  here  is  extremely  large 
—for  $366,000,  a  difference  of  $78,000.  The 
last  place  referred  to  is  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Walk  Hill  street,  being  a' small  lot,  but  the  per- 
centage of  difference  between  the  assessed  value 
apd  the  selling  price  is  large.  The  property  is 
assessed  for  $4,500  and  was  sold  Saturday  of  last 
week  for  $7,000.  I  have  given  to-day  six  cases, 
and  the  councilor  from  South  Boston  has  given 
two.  We  have  an  example  referred  to  in  the 
Press  of  last  week,  that  of  the  Paine  Furniture 
Company,  where  the  assessment,  according  to 
the  rumor, — I  will  not  say  this  is  the  fact,  but 
this  is  the  rumor, — was  something  like  40  per  cent 
too  low.  I  ask  reference  of  this  with  the  other 
order,  in  order  that  you  may  consider  the  cases 
together.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  them  ac- 
cumulate, because  certainly  we  desire  some  action. 
In  these  last  three  cases  I  have  referred  to  the 
property  was  sold  for  $193,000  more  than  the 
amount  of  the  assessment,  and  in  the  six  cases 
I  have  brought  in  the  total  amount  for  which 
the  property  was  sold  exceeds  the  amount  of  the 
assessments  by  $454,000.  That  is  the  excess  of 
the  price  for  which  they  were  sold  above  the 
assessed  valuation,  on  these  six  pieces  of  property. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
this  order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
to  which  I  would  also  like  to  see  the  other  order 
referred,  for  this  reason.  I  think — in  fact,  I  know 
— that  we  are  all  desirous  of  making  every  proper 
investigation  that  is  going  to  bring  some  results  and 
benefit  to  the  city,  but  we  are  not  in  favor  of 
picking  out  here  and  there  a  case  which,  when 
held  lip  to  the  light,  is  going  to  reflect  on  the 
assessors.  Therefore  I  believe  the  assessors 
ought  to  be  given  an  opportunity  to  come  in  before 
us  in  executive  session.  They  can  then  talk  with 
us  informally  and  can  then  advise  us  as  to  whether 
they  are  performing  their  duty  properly.  But  it 
is  well  known  that  there  are  parts  of  the  city 
where  you  cannot  begin  to  get  the  assessed  valua- 
tion for  your  property,  and  when  you  are  putting 
out,  as  you  are  here,  insinuations  that  the  taxing 
of  property  in  Boston  is  under  what  it  should  be, 
the  men  who  are  responsible  for  the  assessments 
shoulci  be  given  a  chance  to  come  in  and  discuss 
the  matter  with  us.  Let  us  find  out  the  facts.  I 
think  the  initiative  taken  here  bv  the  member 
from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Smith)  is  all  right.  It  is 
perfectly  proper  and  right  that  we  should  make  an 
investigation.  But  don't  let  us  put  these  things  on 
the  record  and  have  it  appear  that  property  in  the 
City  of  Boston  is  not  being  properly  taxed,  without 
a  proper  investigation.  I  therefore  move  that 
this  last  order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  if  this  action  is  taken  I  shall  also 
move  to  take  from  the  table  the  councilor's  previous 
order  and  have  that  coupled  with  it. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  glad 
to  join  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston  in 
this  action.  I  wish  also  to  restate  that  I  do  not 
insinuate  anything  against  the  Assessing  Depart- 
ment. I  know  that  the  men  in  the  department 
are  honest  men,  conscientious,  industrious  and 
acting  with  great  \'igor  under  the  system  that  they 
now  have.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  get  up  here 
and  insinuate  anything  against  them.  Further- 
more, I  always  attempt  to  restrain  myself  from 
criticism  until  I  have  something  constructive  to 
offer  in  the  place  of  what  I  am  criticising,  and  I 
would  not  get  up  here  now  and  offer  any  criticism 
of  the  .Assessing  Department,  despite  the  glaring 
inconsistencies  we  see  in  valuations,  if  it  were  not 
for  my  belief  that  there  is  a  system  now  working 
and  thoroughly  tested  in  ten  large  cities  of  the 
country,  working  better  than  the  Boston  system. 
It  is  to  stimulate  investigation  into  this  new 
svstem  which  is  working  in  New  York,  Cleveland, 
CoUnnbus,  Denver.  East  St.  Louis,  .Tolict  and  other 
cities,  that  I  offer  these  orders.  It  is  with  no 
spirit  of  antagonism  to  the  assessors.  I  have 
the  most  cordial  regard  for  them  and  for  their 
work.     It  is  in  criticism  of  their  system,   and   a 
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system  can  always  be  criticised  without  personali- 
ties. I  would  welcome  any  action  on  these  orders 
that  would  lead  to  the  assessors  comiiiK  in  and 
telling  about  these  specific  cases.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  impute  or  imply  anything  against  them, 
but  I  do  criticise  the  system. 

Coun.  COULTIIUHST— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  this  order  lie  upon  the  table  and  I  think 
the  Council,  to  be  consistent,  should  so  vote.  Until 
the  gentleman  lias  accvmiulated  more  evidence. 

Coun.  BALI.ANTYNE— Mr.  President,  the 
member  from  Roslindale  has  just  made  the  motion 
that  I  was  about  to  make. 

Coun.  Coulthurst's  motion  to  lay  the  order  on 
the  table  was  declared  carried.  Coun.  SMITH 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Council  voted  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table, 
yeas  4,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Ballantyne,  Collins,  Coulthunst, 
McDonald — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Kenny,  Smith — 3. 


POWER     OF     COUNCIL     TO     TRANSFER. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Corporation  Counsel,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  requested  to  advi.se  the  City  Council 
of  any  power  in  the  charter  or  otherwise  author- 
izing the  City  Council  to  transfer  or  to  join  with 
the  Mayor  in  transferring  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  current  expenses  of  any 
department  of  the  city. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
this  afternoon  the  member  from  Charlcstown  (Coun. 
McDonald)  and  the  mehiber  from  Roslindale 
(Coun.  Coulthurst)  misunderstood  each  other. 
I  don't  think  the  member  from  Charlcstown 
intended  any  discourtesy  to  the  member  from 
Roslindale,  but  it  was  purely  a  misunderstanding. 
The  statute  which  the  member  from  Charlcstown 
read  expressly  and  explicitly  gives  to  the  Mayor 
the  right  to  call  upon  the  Council  to  concur  with 
him  in  making  a  transfer.  I  don't  think  the 
member  from  Charlcstown  read  that  statute,  but 
another  statute.  This  was  a  different  statute, 
and  a  misunderstanding  arose  from  that  fact. 
Clearly  under  the  statute  the  Mayor  has  a  right 
— and  there  can  be  no  question  about  it — to  ask 
the  Council  concurring  with  him  in  making  a  trans- 
fer, and  therefore  I  don't  feel  like  voting  for  this 
order.  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  put  that  up  to 
the  Corporation  Counsel.  In  other  words,  re- 
curring to  the  position  taken  by  the  member  from 
Roslindale  earlier  in  the  year,  in  the  matter  of  the 
construction  of  a  statute  or  whether  the  statute 
exists  or  not,  we  know  that  ourselves,  and  I  don't 
think  we  really  need  to  call  on  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  I  think  if  the  member  will  read  the 
statute  he  will  agree  with  me  that  the  Mayor  has 
the  power  and  that  it  must  be  so. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  the 
misunderstanding  is  between  the  councilor  from 
South  Boston  and  myself.  I  did  read  that  statute 
that  was  road  by  Coun.  McDonald,  and  I  could 
not  read  into  it  any  authority  to  the  Council  to 
concur  in  the  matter  of  transfers  from  the  Reserve 
Fund.  But  be  that  as  it' may,  I  have  changed  my 
point  of  view  in  the  matter  of  asking  such  an 
opinion  from  the  Corporation  Counsel  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  we  have  from  time  to 
time  adopted  the  practice  of  asking  the  opinion 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel.  I  am  open  to  con- 
viction, and  I  should  like  to  be  convinced  that  I, 
as  a  member  of  this  Council,  have  a  right  to  vote 
on  these  propositions  that  come  up.  If  such  an 
opinion  comes  to  us  from  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  tne  arguments  he  presents  convince  me  that 
I  am  wrong,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  subsequently 
vote  in  this  body  on  the  question  of  making  such 
transfers.  I  would  gladly  have  joined  in  votes 
for  two-third.s  of  the  matters  here  that  I  did  not 
feel  ju.stified  in  voting  upon  because  of  my  point 
of  view.  I  think  I  would  stultify  myself  in  voting 
in  favor  of  any  such  transfer  under  this  act,  ctiapter 
2(il  of  the  Acts  of  1893.  Therefore,  I  should  like 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  to  have  the  opinion 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel  upon  this  question — • 
as  to  what  authority,  what  power  we  have  to  join 
in  making  transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund  . 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  take  up  any  time  of  the  Council  in  discussing 
this  matter,  but  la.st  year  we  nad  occasion  to  act 
under  this  statute  a  great  many  times.  The 
reason  why  wc  act  under  it  is  tnis,  that  we  are 


not  prohibited  under  the  charter  from  acting 
under  laws  that  were  not  repealed  by  the  charter. 
That  is  a  law  which  has  not  been  repealed.  I 
feel  confident,  absolutely  certain,  that  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  will  answer  that  we  have  the 
right,  but,  in  order  that  the  gentleman  may  have 
additional  light  thrown  on  the  situation,  I  believe 
we  all  ought  to  extend  to  him  that  privilege,  if 
he  wishes  it.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  the 
order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  that  was  my 
purpose  the  last  time  I  undertook  to  address  the 
Chair,  to  say  that,  of  course,  if  the  member  wishes 
to  have  an  opinion  from  the  Corporation  Counsel 
upon  this  matter,  I  am  willing  that  he  should 
have  it.  I  therefore  withdraw  my  objection. 
But  I  would  also  .say  that  there  is  no  misunder- 
standing between  the  gentleman  from  Roslindale 
and  myself  and  I  am  very  glad  that  there  is  no 
such  misunderstanding. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  lawyers  of  the  body  getting 
an  opinion  from  the  Corporation  Counsel  on  this 
knotty  point,  but  I  shall  vote  against  the  order, 
because  I  can  read  both  the  order  and  the  statute 
and  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  we  are  working 
within  our  rights. 

The  order  was  passed. 


THANKSGIVING   AND   CHRISTMAS 
PAYMENTS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  salaries  of  all  city  and  county  employees  on 
monthly  pay  rolls  be  allowed  and  paid  on  or  before 
November  27,  in  anticipation  of  the  December 
draft,  and  on  or  before  December  23,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  January  draft;  and  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments are  hereby  requested  to  submit  their  pay 
rolls  to  the  City  Auditor  in  season  to  have  this 
order  carried  into  effect. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  KENNY  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  to-day,  hoping  that 
the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


SIDEWALK,    MARKET   STREET. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk  along 
Market  street.  Ward  25,  adjoining  the  city  ceme- 
tery, in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  .5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  granolithic  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the 
Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REVIEW  OF  HYDE  PARK  WATER  COM- 
PANY. CASE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  Law 
Department  petition  the  court  for  a  review  of  the 
Hyde  Park  Water  Company  case. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ACTION    AGAINST    HY'DE    PARK    WATER 
COMPANY. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Law 
Department  bring  an  action  at  law  against  the 
Hyde  Park  Water  Company,  based  upon  evidence 
given  in  the  case  pending  at  the  time  annexation 
of  Hyde  Park  to  the  City  of  Boston  was  voted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


Adjourned,  at  eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  9, 
at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  9,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  throe  o'clock  p.  m.. 
President    ATTRIDGE    in    the    chair.     Absent— 
Coun.  Hale. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  make  the  following  appointment.^  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1918: 

Weigher  of  Coal,  Harold  A.  Bowman  (7.')9 
Tremont  street.  Ward  12). 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark,  Harold  A.  Bowman 
(T.TO  Tremont  street,  Ward  12). 

Measurer  of  drain,  Mertel  J.  McGinnis  (155 
Webster  street.  Ward  2). 

Weigher    of    Boilers    and     Heavy    Machinery, 
Harold  A.  Bowman  (759  Tremont  street.  Ward  12). 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


HIGH   PRESSURE   FIRE   SERVICE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  0,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  under  date  of 
November  27,  1912,  in  regard  to  the  high  pres- 
sure fire  service.  The  first  installment  of  $1.50,000 
has  already  been  made  for  this  purpose  and  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  is  now 
available.  The  commissioner  states  that  he  has 
prepared  specifications  and  advertised  for  pipe, 
and  will  advertise  for  the  delivery  of  about  seven 
miles  of  pipe,  which  will  necessitate  an  estimated 
expenditure  of  about  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

He  suggests  that  the  second  installment  of 
$150,000  be  made  by  your  honorable  body,  but 
I  recommend  for  the  present  the  passage  of  the 
aceompaying  order  appropriating  $UO,000  for 
High  Pres.sure  Fire  Service. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzoeualu,  Mayor. 

-City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  27,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

In  connection  with  the. installation  of  the  High 
Pressure  Fire  Service,  .$150,000  has  been  appro- 
priated to  date.  About  $130,000  is  now  available 
for  this  service  and  I  have  prepared  specifications 
and  advertised  for  pipe,  and  shall  advertise  for 
the  delivery  of  about  seven  miles  of  pipe  in  con- 
nection with  this  installation,  which  will  neces.si- 
tate  an  estimated  expenditure  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thou.sand  dollars.  I  would, 
therefore,  respectfully  request  that  the  second  in- 
stallment of  $150,000  for  the  High  Pressure  Fire 
Service  be  appropriated  by  the  Honorable  City 
Council. 

Respectfully, 

L.  K.  RounKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars 
($00,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be 
expended  b.v  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
and  added  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Construc- 
tion of  a  High  Pressure  Fire  Service  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  312  of  the  Acts  of  1911,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 


ized to  issue  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bon"lls  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


DORCHESTER  TUNNEL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Oflfice  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Chapter  27  of  the  Resolves  of  the  year  1912 
provides  "that  the  Boston  Transit  Commission 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  after  an  appro- 
priation sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  of  the  same 
as  estimated  by  it  has  been  made  by  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  give  public  hearings,  and  to  investigate 
and  report  to  the  next  General  Court,  on  or  before 
the  first  Saturday  in  January,  a  route  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Dorchester  Tunnel  provided  for  in 
chapter  seven  hundred  and  forty-one  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  eleven,  said  tun- 
nel to  start  at  Andrew  square  and  form  a  contin- 
uation of  said  Dorchester  Tunnel  and  to  run  to 
such  point  in  the  Dorchester  district,  not  nearer 
the  terminus  provided  in  said  act  for  said  Dor- 
che.ster  Tunnel  than  Codrnfin  square  in  said  Dor- 
chester district,  as  will  most  conveniently  afford 
access  or  approach  from  cars  from  Neponset, 
Field's  Corner,  Milton  Lower  Mills  and  Mattapan, 
so  called,  in  said  district.  The  commission  shall 
embody  in  its  report  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
constructing  such  a  tunnel." 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Transit  Commission,  under  date 
of  August  1,  1912,  in  which  he  states  that  the 
commission  estimates  that  the  cost  of  the  investi- 
gation and  report  called  for  by  chapter  27  of  the 
Resolves  of  1912  will  not  exceed  $3,000. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  transferring  the  sum  of  $3,000 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be  expended  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  investigation  of  a 
route  for  an  extension  of  the  Dorchester  Tunnel, 
called  for  in  chapter  27  of  the  Resolves  of  1912. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgekald,  Mayor. 

Boston  Transit  Commission, 
15  Beacon  Street,  August  1,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 
Mayor: 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  the  commission 
to  notify  you  that  it  estimates  that  the  cost  of  the 
investigation  and  report  called  for  by  chapter  27  of 
the  Resolves  of  1912,  being  a  "Resolve  to  provide 
for  a  report  by  the  Boston  Transit  Commission  of 
a  route  for  an  extension  of  the  Dorchester  'Tunnel 
in  tlie  City  of  Boston,"  will  not  exceed  $3,000. 
Yours  respectfully, 
B.  Leighton  Beal,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars  ($3,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  be  expended  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
investigation  of  a  route  for  an  extension  of  the 
Dorchester  Tunnel,  called  for  in  chapter  27  of  the 
Resolves  of  1912. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING   PLAN,   WARD    12  _ 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  5,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

A  municipal  building  to  serve  the  territory 
lying  between  Northampton  street  and  Dover 
street,  and  to  contain  a  branch  library,  a  gymna- 
sium, and  possibly  an  assembly  hall  and  other 
features,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  valuable 
factor  for  the  moral  and  physical  welfare  of  the 
people  of  the  district. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  transferring  .35,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  be  expended  for  a  study  of  the 
needs  of  the  district  and  the  preparation  of  such 
plans  as  may  be  necessary  for  a  municipal  build- 
ing to  be  located  in  Ward  12,  South  End. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Ordered,  Tliat  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, for  Municipal  Building,  Ward  12,  Study, 
Plans  and  Estimates. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY, 
the  reference  was  reconsidered,  and  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING   PLAN, 
ROSLINDALE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  the  several  district  meetings  held  in  West 
Roxbury  one  of  the  improvements  most  strenu- 
ously urged  by  the  representatives  of  the  local 
improvement  associations  was  the  construction 
of  a  municipal  building  for  the  district.  I  am 
heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  project  and  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
transferring  $.5,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to 
be  expended  for  a  study  of  the  needs  of  the  district 
and  the  preparation  of  such  plans  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  a  municipal  building  to  be  located  in  the 
Roslindale  section. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  for  Municipal  Building,  Roslindale, 
Study,  Plans  and  Estimates. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  at  a 
conference  in  the  Mayor's  office  this  morning, 
between  the  Mayor  on  the  one  side  and  representa- 
tive ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  West  Roxbury 
district  on  the  other,  the  Mayor  mildly  criticised 
me  for  not  attending  to  this  very  worthy  proposi- 
tion and  not  calling  it  to  his  attention.  He 
evidently  was  not  aware  that  I  had  arranged  this 
conference  with  his  secretary,  Mr.  Field,  and  that 
I  have  been  for  several  weeks  actively  in  touch 
with  ladies  and  gentlemen  interested  in  the  matter. 
I  simply  want  to  put  myself  on  record,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, as  being  absolutely  and  heartily  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  tliat  a  municipal  building  should 
be  erected  in  Roslindale.  I  have  prepared  and 
will  present  later — in  fact,  I  have  had  it  prepared 
for  almost  two  weeks — an  order  for  $100,000  for 
the  construction  of  such  a  municipal  building. 

The  message  andorder  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  COULTHURST 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  (.S100,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings,  for  a  municipal  build- 
ing to  be  located  in  the  Roslindale  district  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized, 
on  request  of  the  Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  —  Mr.  President,  I 
trust  that  this  order  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  be  considered  in  connection 
with  the  appropriation  order  for  $5,000  for  the 
examination  of  site  and  preparing  plans  for  such  a 
municipal  building.  I  think  that  the  two  matters 
can  be  very  well  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  I  trust  that  they  will  both  receive 
the  immediate  consideration  of  that  committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 


INFORMATION   FROM   ASSESSORS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  5,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  in  reply  to  tlie  following 


order  passed  by  your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting 
of  November  4,  1912: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish 
to  the  City  Council,  at  the  earUest  possible  date, 
fists  giving  the  assessed  valuations  on  property 
along  the  line  of  the  elevated  railway  structure,  as 
follows : 

"Beach  street,  Harrison  avenue,  and  Washington 
street  to  Dudley  street,  for  the  years  1909  and  1912. 

"Atlantic  avenue.  Causeway  street  and  Main 
street,  Charlestown,  for  the  years  1901  and  1912. 

"Washington    street,    from    Dudley    street    to 
Forest  Hills,  for  the  years  1907  and  1912." 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgebald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department, 
November  25,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir,— We  beg  to  submit  to  you  herewith  the  lists 
giving  the  assessed  valuations  on  property  along 
the  line  of  the  elevated  railway  structure,  pursuant 
to  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  under  date 
of  November  4,  showing  Beach  street,  Harrison 
avenue,  Washington  street  to  Dudley  street,  for 
the  years  1909  and  1912;  Atlantic  avenue,  Cause- 
way street  and  Main  street,  Charlestown,  for  the 
years  1901  and  1912;  and  Washington  street  from 
Dudley  street  to  Forest  Hills,  for  the  years  1907 
and  1912. 

Very  respectfully, 

BoAED  OF  Assessors, 
by  John  J.  Mcbpht, 

Chairman. 
(Annexed  were  lists  referred  to.) 
Ordered  printed  and  placed  on  file. 


DILAPIDATED  BUILDINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  5,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

1  transmit  herewith  communications  from  the 
Building  Commissioner,  under  date  of  November 
27,  November  30  and  December  3,  calling  atten- 
tion to  dilapidated  buildings  at  numbers  137,  139, 
141,  145,  147,  149  West  Second  street.  Ward  13; 
150  West  Ninth  street.  Ward  13;  100  Water  street. 
Ward  5;  and  6  Clinton  place.  Ward  4. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  November  27,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — Notice  has  been  served  by  constable  upon 
the  owners  of  the  following  buildings  found  to  be 
in  a  dilapidated  condition  and  I  now  refer  them  to 
you  for  such  action  as  seems  desirable  under  pro- 
visions of  sections  1  to  5,  chapter  101,  and  sections 
67  to  69,  chapter  75,  of  the  Revised  Laws: 

137,  139, 141,  145,  147,  149  West  Second  street. 
Ward  13,  owner,  Francis  N.  Balch,  60  State  street. 
Notice  served  August  8,  1912.  Second  inspection 
November  25,  1912. 

150  West  Ninth  street.  Ward  13,  Frank  S.  Good- 
win, Harvard  street,  Dorchester,  P.  O.  Box  214. 
Notice  served  June  1,  1912.  Second  inspection 
November  21,  1912. 

Yours  respectfuU}', 

Arthdr  G.  Everett, 

Building  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  November  30,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, —  Notice  has  been  served  by  constable 
upon  the  owner,  Mr.  George  W.  Raynes,  care  of 
W.  S.  Wadsworth,  292  Main  street,  Charlestown, 
of  the  dilapidated  condition  of  his  building,  100 
Water  street,  Ward  5,  and  I  now  refer  it  to  you 
for  such  action  as  seems  desirable  under  provisions 
of  sections  1  to  5,  chapter  101,  and  sections  67  to  69, 
chapter  75,  of  the  Re\-ised  Laws.  Notice  served 
'September  25,  1912.  Second  inspection  November 
27,  1912. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 

Building  Commissioner. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  December  3,  1912, 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, —  The  owner  of  building,  6  Clinton  place, 

Ward  4,  has  been  twice  notified  to  secure  the  slates 

,  on  the  roof  of  her  building,  but  nothing  has  yet 

^         been   done   in   the   matter,     I,   therefore,   request 

your  approval,  under  authority  of  section  5,  chapter 

550,  Acts  of  1907,  of  my  entering  upon  the  premises 

to  do  the  work. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G,  Everett, 
Building  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


WATER   IN   BACK   BAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  in  reply  to  the  order 
passed  by  your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of 
September  9,  1912,  requesting  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Commission  to  inform  the  Council  if  "there 
is  not  some  method  of  keeping  the  water  in  the 
Back  Bay  fit  for  bathing  and  whether  the  admis- 
sion of  salt  water  through  the  locks  periodically 
would  not  accomplish  the  result." 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
Bo.ston,  December  4,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Board  has  given  very  careful 
consideration  to  your  letter  of  September  14  and 
the  inclosed  copy  of  an  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  September  9,  requesting  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  to  inform  the 
Council  if  "there  is  not  some  method  of  keeping 
the  water  in  the  Back  Bay  fit  for  bathing  and 
whether  the  admission  of  salt  water  through  the 
locks  periodically  would  not  accomplish  the 
result?" 

This  order  of  the  City  Council  seems  to  involve 
two  inquiries, — first,  whether  the  water  in  the 
Back  Bay  is  fit  to  be  used  for  bathing,  and  if  not, 
secondly,  whether  the  admission  of  salt  water 
through  the  locks  periodically  would  not  render 
the  water  fit  for  bathing? 

In  order  to  avoid  misunderstanding  it  should 
be  observed  that  the  phrase  "water  in  the  Back 
Bay"  used  in  the  order  is  a  little  indefinite.  With- 
out any  limitation  this  phrase  would  include  water 
not  under  the  control  of  this  Board,  such  as  the 
Fens  stream.  It  is  necessary  to  assume,  therefore, 
as  suggested  by  your  Honor,  that  the  order  refers 
to  water  in  the  Charles  River  Basin  within  the 
limits  of  what  is  commonly  understood  to  be  the 
Back  Bay,  which,  for  the  present  purpose,  may 
be  assumed  to  extend  to  Cottage  Farms,  so  called, 
to  the  new  Cambridge  Bridge. 

As  a  reply  to  the  first  question  presented  by  the 
order  involved  a  bacteriological  examination  of 
the  water,  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 
requested  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  make  such 
an  examination,  or  such  examination  as  fell  within 
the  particular  province  of  that  Board.  A  copy  of 
the  report  of  said  State  Board  of  Health  is  inclosed 
herein,  and  in  brief  seems  to  show  that  the  numbers 
of  bacteria  present  in  the  waters  of  the  basin  are 
not  excessive,  and  that  after  a  heavy  storm  which 
caused  the  dilute  sewage  to  be  discharged  into  the 
basin  the  numbers  of  bacteria  are  higher  than  under 
ordinary  conditions,  but  apparently  no  greater 
than  have  been  found  off  the  shores  of  Revere 
Beach  or  in  well-cared  for  swimming  tanks. 

In  conclusion  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  of 
the  opinion  that  bathing  places  should  not  be 
located  within  500  feet  of  sewage  overflows,  and 
that  it  would  be  advisable  for  some  time  in  the 
future  to  prevent  bathing  for  a  day  or  two  after 
a  storm  which  has  caused  a  large  overflow  from 
the  sewers. 

The  second  question  is  whether  any  of  the  un- 
desirable conditions  present  at  times  in  the  basin, 
according   to  the   report   of   the   State   Board   of 


Health,  could  be  remedied  by  the  periodical  ad- 
mission of  salt  water  through  the  locks.  In  reply 
to  this  inquiry  I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  Charles 
River  Dam  and  locks  were  not  designed  or  con- 
structed by  the  Charles  River  Basin  Commission 
with  a  view  to  changing  the  condition  of  the  water 
by  the  admission  of  salt  water,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  excluding  tide  water,  and  it  would  seem  impos- 
sible to  admit  enough  salt  water  between  the  time 
the  tide  is  at  the  elevation  of  the  basin  and  high 
tide  to  make  any  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
water  in  the  basin.  The  only  changes  in  the  water 
possible  are  those  which  occur  from  the  flow  of  the 
Charles  river  into  the  basin,  creating  a  surplus 
which  may  be  drawn  off  at  the  dam  during  the 
period  between  the  elevation  of  the  water  in  the 
basin  and  low  water  outside  the  dam.  When  little 
or  no  water  flows  from  the  river  into  the  basin, 
none  can  be  drawn  off  at  the  dam,  as  Statute  1903, 
chapter  465,  and  Statute  1909,  chapter  524,  re- 
quire that  a  certain  depth  of  water  be  maintained 
in  certain  channels  in  the  basin  and  canals  leading 
therefrom. 

In  concluding  this  letter  I  am  directed  by  the 
commission  to  state  that  the  principal  sources  of 
pollution  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  Charles  River 
Basin  are  the  overflow  sewers  of  the  cities  of  Boston 
and  Cambridge  and  the  overflow  from  the  marginal 
conduit  constructed  under  the  authority  of  said 
Act  of  1909  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  sewage 
system  of  Boston. 

Very  truly  yours, 
George  Lyman  Rogers, 

Secretary. 

State  Board  of  Health, 
Boston,  November  22,  1912. 
To  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission: 

Gentlemen, — The  State  Board  of  Health  re- 
ceived from  you  on  October  7,  1912,  the  following 
request  for  advice  as  to  the  fitness  for  bathing  of 
the  water  of  Charles  River  Basin,  between  the 
new  West  Boston  Bridge  and  the  bridge  at  Cottage 
Farm. 

"The  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  has 
passed  an  order  requesting  this  commission  to 
inform  the  Council  whether  there  is  not  some  way 
of  keeping  the  water  in  the  Back  Bay  fit  for  bath- 
ing. By  the  '  water  in  the  Back  Bay '  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  Council  means  water  ill  the  Charles 
River  Basin  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  commonly 
known  as  the  Back  Bay,  the  limits  of  which,  in  a 
general  way,  might  perhaps  be  assumed  to  be 
Cottage  Farms,  and  the  new  Cambridge  Bridge  on 
the  Boston  side.  The  request  of  the  Council, 
therefore,  would  seem  to  involve  the  question  as 
to  the  fitness  of  the  water  in  the  basin  between 
Cottage  Farms  and,  perhaps,  Cambridge  Bridge 
for  bathing.  This  commission  instructs  me  to 
respectfully  ask  if  you  will  give  your  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  water  in  this  section  of  the  basin  is 
fit  for  bathing,  or  is  of  such  a  character  that  its 
use  for  bathing  purposes  would  be  a  menace  to  the 
health  of  the  bathers.  The  commission  would  be 
very  much  obliged  for  any  information  you  might 
give  on  this  subject, 

"In  this  connection  I  would  note  that  by  letter 
of  July  11,  1912,  you  expressed  an  opinion  on  the 
character  and  fitness  of  the  water  in  the  basin  at 
certain  points  therein  mentioned.  There  was 
only  one  point  in  the  basin  covered  by  that  letter, 
however,  namely,  above  the  dam  on  the  Cain- 
bridge  side,  which  falls  within  the  scope  of  this 
inquiry." 

In  response  to  this  application  the  Board  has 
caused  the  basin  to  be  examined  and  samples  of 
water  collected  at  various  points  on  both  sides  of 
the  basin  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  these  and  other  examinations  of 
the  water  of  the  basin  show  that  it  is  affected  at 
times  in  late  summer  and  early  fall,  in  conimon 
with  many  other  fresh  ponds  and  reservoirs, — 
some  of  them  used  as  sources  of  water  supply, — 
by  growths  of  microscopic  organisms  which  when 
present  in  large  numbers  give  the  water  a  turbid 
appearance  and  a  noticeable  odor,  especially  when 
agitated  in  a  closed  vessel.  These  organisms  have 
a  tendency  to  collect  on  the  surfaces  of  objects 
exposed  to  the  water,  especially  in  the  late  summer 
and  early  fall  when  the  growth  is  most  abundant, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  such  growths  even  in 
drinking  water  are  injurious  to  health. 

The  numbers  of  bacteria  present  in  the  waters 
of  the  basin  as  shown  by  recent  examinations  are 
not  excessive,  but  after  a  heavy  storm  which 
causas  the  storm  overflows  to  operate  and  dilute 
sewage  to  be  discharged  into  the  basin  at  various 
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points  the  numbers  of  bacteria  are  higher  than 
under  ordinary  conditions,  but  the  numbers  of 
bacteria  present  in  the  water  at  various  points  in 
the  basin  after  a  recent  storm  were  not  materially 
greater  than  have  been  found  off  the  shores  of 
Revere  Beach  when  large  numbers  of  persons  are 
bathing  there  or  in  well  cared  for  swimming  tanks. 

The  Charles  River  Basin  still  receives  con- 
siderable sewage  from  the  overflow  of  combined 
sewers  on  its  tributary  watershed  in  Boston  and 
Cambridge  at  times  of  storm  and,  notwithstanding 
that  good  progress  is  being  made  in  the  separation 
of  sewage  from  storm  water  in  the  district  tribu- 
tary to  the  basin  in  Boston,  it  is  probable  that 
the  basin  will  continue  to  receive  pollution  from 
storm  overflows  in  diminishing  quantity  for  several 
years  in  the  future. 

Under  the  circumstances,  bathing  places  should 
not  be  located  within  500  feet  of  sewage  over- 
flows, and  it  would  be  advisable  for  some  time  in 
the  future  to  prevent  bathing  for  a  day  or  two 
after  a  storm  which  has  caused  a  large  overflow 
from  the  sewers. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Mark  W.  Richakdson,  Secretary. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ANIMALS   FOR   ZOO. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  5,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
under  date  of  November  25,  in  which  he  states 
that  the  Board  has  received  an  offer  of  some 
elk  and  deer  from  the  Yellowstone  Park,  and  also 
suggesting  that  the  carriage  shed  at  the  Refectorj' 
might  be  used  for  the  exhibition  of  various  smaller 
animals. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  appropriating  the  balance  of 
the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  on  hand  this 
year  to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  Zoological 
Garden  and  Aquarium  and  to  be  expended  for 
Procuring  and  Housing  Elk  and  Deer. 
Respectfully, 
•John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

November  25,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — You  will  remember  that  there  is  a 
balance  of  income  from  the  Parkman  Fund  now 
available  amounting  to  about  $8,400.  We  ask 
you  to  urge  the  committee  in  charge  to  let  us  have 
this  now  to  be  expended  on  the  following  pressing 
and  desirable  things: 

We  are  offered  some  elk  and  deer  from  the 
Yellowstone  Park  at  the  comparatively  small 
expense  involved  in  catching  and  shipping  them. 
We  could  care  for  them  temporarily  at  our  service 
yard  near  the  Refectory,  but  to  properly  care  for 
them  some  inexpensive  yard  and  shelters  are 
essential. 

We  have  long  had  in  mind  making  use  of  the 
now  useless  carriage  shed  at  the  Refectory  for  the 
exhibition  of  a  varied  collection  of  animals  which 
we  now  have  or  shortly  can  have.  The  most 
simple  scheme  we  have  is  to  put  animals  in  cages 
all  around  the  sheds,  sheltered  but  still  in  the  open 
air,  and  in  the  center  of  the  yard  build  a  simple 
inclosed  exhibition  building  which  we  can  heat. 

The   money  that  we   ask  for   above  we   shall 
spend  on  the  two  objects  thus  described. 
Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  the  balance  of  the  income  of  the 
Parkman  Fund  on  hand  this  year  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  and  added  to  the  appropriation  for 
Zoological  Garden  and  Aquarium,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  Procuring  and  Housing  Elk  and  Deer, 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


RESOLUTIONS   CONCERNING   COAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

In  view  of  the  widespread  agitation  over  the 
increased  cost  of  coal  I  feel  that  some  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
should  be  made  at  the  present  time,  and  therefore 
ask  your  consideration  of  the  subjoined  resolutions. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Whereas,  It  is  alleged  that  the  price  of  coal  is 
unreasonably  high  and  entirely  disproportiouate 
to  the  cost  of  mining,  shipping  and  distributing, 
and  that  the  high  prices  are  due  to  excessive  rates 
and  dictation  by  coal  carrying  railroads; 
,  Whereas,  It  is  charged  that  the  railroad  coal 
companies  own  and  control  86  per  cent  of  the 
coal  mined  in  the  Pennsylvania  anthracite  fields; 
and  evidence  has  been  presented  before  the  State 
Railroad  Commission  of  Pennsylvania  that  the 
anthracite  coal  railroads  not  only  own  the  mines 
and  carry  their  product  but  that  they  own  many 
retail  yards  as  well; 

Whereas,  It  is  asserted  that  refuse  from  mine 
culm  heaps  and  from  railroad  storage  j'ards  is 
being  shipped  and  sold  throughout  the  eountrj' 
as  fresh  mined  coal  at  a  price  twice  as  much  as 
that  of  first-class  coal  a  few  j'ears  ago; 

Whereas,  A  supply  of  coal  for  furnishing  heat 
is  as  necessary  as  a  supply  of  food  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  life;  but  that  owing  to  the  existence  of 
an  alleged  conspiracy  among  the  coal  carrjing 
railroads  the  supply  of  coal  is  illegally  controlled; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  places 
itself  on  record  as  favoring  the  immediate  investi- 
gation of  the  entire  situation  by  a  properly  qualified 
committee  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  to  determining  the  best  policy  for 
the  relief  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  against 
the  present  coal  monopoly; 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
forwarded  to  the  President  and  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named: 

Claims. 

Joseph  Levitor,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
his  team  by  a  buggy  of  the  Water  Department. 

Arthur  F.  Langley,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  534  Bennington  street  by  the  shuttiug-oif  of 
water. 

Charles  A.  Cowen,  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Centre  street. 

Charles  J.  Jacobs  Company,  to  be  paid  for  labor 
on  broken  sewer  in  Norway  street. 

Daniel  F.  Whelton,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  horse  and  wagon  by  an  obstruction  in  the 
highway. 

H.  W.  Longfellow,  to  be  repaid  expense  of  repair- 
ing drain  at  45  Frankhn  street,  Brighton. 

Mary  J.  Gillen,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim 
against  the  city. 

Andrew  F.  McGettrick  el  al.,  for  compensation 
for  damages  at  66  Cabot  street  by  the  city 
building  a  surface  drain. 

Executive. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  for  a  permit  for 
children  under  fifteeiT  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
356  Main  street.  Congress  Hall,  January  29,  1913. 

J.  White's  Sons,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
288  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 


COAL  AND  COKE  LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


DECEMBER   9,    1912. 
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APPOINTMENT  OF   FIRST   ASSISTANT 
ASSESSOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Assessors 
•of  the  appointment  of  Luciau  J.  Priest  to  the 
position  of  first  assistant  assessor,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Warren  B.  Hadley, 
for  the  unexpired  term  ending  March  31,  1914, 
the  same  having  been  approved  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


BAY    STATE    RAILWAY    COMPANY    AS 
COMMON  CARRIER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  requiring  tlie  Bay  State  Street 
Railway  Company  to  act  as  a  common  carrier  of 
baggage  and  freight  over  certain  parts  of  its  railway 
in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  hearing  on  December  3  at  10.30 
a.  ra.,  on  petition  of  West  End  Street  Railway 
Company  for  approval  of  409th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


STREET    RAILWAY   LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  onlers  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commission  granting  the  West  End  Street  Railway 
Company  the  following,  viz.: 

Cross  connection  on  Summer  street  extension 
(410th  location). 

Relocation  of  tracks  on  Columbus  avenue 
(41 1th  location). 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Port  of  Boston  of  hearings  on  December  5,  1912, 
at  9.15  a.  m.,  as  follows: 

Petition  of  town  of  Revere  for  leave  to  reopen 
Belle  Isle  inlet. 

Petition  of  Standard  Oil  Company  for  license  to 
build  sea  wall,  etc.,  at  Chelsea  creek. 

Placed  on  file. 


AMENDMENT    TO   TRAFFIC   REGULA- 
TIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

November  27,  1912. 

Voted,  That  the  traffic  regulations  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  on  December 
10,  1908,  be  amended  as  follows: 

By  inserting  the  words  "or  a  clergyman"  after 
the  word  "physician"  in  the  sixth  (6th)  line  of 
section  1  of  Article  5  of  said  regulations. 

By  inserting  the  words  "or  a  clergyman"  after 
the  word  "physician"  in  the  thirteenth  (13th) 
line  of  section  11  of  Article  5  of  said  regulations. 

By  striking  out  section  1  of  Article  6  of  said 
regulations  and  by  renumbering  the  remaining 
sections  of  said  Article  6  as  sections  1,  2  and  3. 

By  amending  section  2  of  Article  6  of  said 
regulations  by  substituting  the  following  for  said 
section: 

"For  the  purpose  of  awaiting  their  passengers 
drivers  of  vehicles  may  stop  and  stand  the  same  in 
a  single  line  close  to  the  curb  on  the  Common 
side  of  Park  street,  and  on  the  Common  side  of 
Tremont  street,  from  the  head  of  Winter  street 
to  Boylston  street,  on  the  northerly  side  of  Doane 
street,  and  in  Post  Office  square,  for  a  period  of 
not  more  than  thirty  minutes;  also  in  Bowdoin 
street,  between  Beacon  and  Derne  streets.  State 
House  side;  Beacon  street,  between  Hancock 
avenue  and  Charles  street,  Boston  Common  side; 
Charles  street,  between  Boylston  and  Beacon 
streets.  Public  Garden  side;  Arlington  street, 
between  Boylston  and  Beacon  streets.  Public 
Garden  side;  and  Newbury  street,  between  Berke- 
ley and  Clarendon  streets.  Natural  History  and 
Institute  of  Technology  side,  for  a  period  of  not 
more  than  sixty  minutes." 


By  amending  section  1  of  Article  8  of  said 
regulations  by  adding  the  following  a3  a  one-way 
street: 

Blackstone  street,  northwesterly,  from  North 
street  to  Hanover  street,  on  Saturdays  and  the 
day  immediately  preceding  a  holiday,  after  2 
o'clock  p.  m. 

By  amending  section  1  of  Article  9  by  adding 
to  the  first  paragraph  thereof  the  following  words: 
"and  then  only  on  permit  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. ' ' 

Salem  D.  Charles, 
James  A.  Gallivan, 
John  H.  Dunn, 

Street  Commis.sioncrs. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest:  J.  J.  O'Callaghan,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


COST   OF   WIDENING    CHELSEA   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

December  9,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Replying  to  your  order  of  April  8, 
requesting  an  estmiate  of  the  cost  of  widening 
Chelsea  street,  Charlestown,  to  a  width  of  sixty 
feet,  I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners to  say  that  the  cost  of  said  improve- 
ment would  be  about  $600,000.  Of  this  amount 
it  is  estimated  that  $525,000  would  be  needed  for 
land,  grade  and  building  damages,  and  $75,000  for 
construction. 

For  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

J.  J.  O'Callaghan,  Secretary. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  order  was  put  in  April  8  and  it 
has  taken  the  Street  Commissioners  all  this  time 
to  make  their  reply  to  the  City  Council — and  as 
I  suppo.se  it  is  impossible  to  get  the  money  this 
year — ^I  move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  My  colleague  and  I  will 
then  do  all  in  our  power  to  get  the  necessary  money 
before  the  next  year  runs  out. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  hereinafter-named 
parties  of  the  storage  of  explosives  at  the  follow- 
ing-named locations,  and  of  intention  to  use  said 
locations  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

John  Manning,  634  Huntington  avenue. 

Chauncey  Thomas  &  Co.,  Inc.,  101  Chestnut 
street.  Ward  H. 

John  J.  Shea,  Munson  and  Maitland  streets. 

Theodore  H.  Tyndale,  338  Newbury  street, 
Ward  11. 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of 
Boston,  74  Stanhope  street. 

John  Varnerin  &  Sons,  Maywood  street. 

Charles  H.  Winn,  1474  Tremont  street,  Roxbury. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  at  following  loca- 
tions, viz.: 

Between  Ferdinand  and  Berkeley  streets. 

Huntington  avenue,  near  Dalton  street. 

Near  Brookline  junction  signal  tower. 

Near  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

Near  Charles  river  and  Cottage  Farm. 

Near  Albany  Street  Bridge. 

Placed  on  file. 


MOVING   OF   STATUES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  November  30,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Sirs, — Pursuant  to  a  vote  of  this  commission, 
I  write  to  give  you  some  information  as  to  the 
reasons  for  moving  the  statues  of  Hamilton, 
Glover,  Garrison  and  Sumner  to  the  new  Charles 
street  mall  in  the  Public  Garden. 

This  plan  is  no  mere  impulse  of  the  present 
commissioners.  On  February  6,  1899,  the  Art 
Commission  informed  the  Mayor  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commission  it  was  desirable  to 
remove  the  statues  from  Commonwealth  avenue. 
The  statues  then  impeded  and  still  impede  a 
natural  vista.    This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the 
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only  reason  for  the  proposed  action.  After  long 
and  careful  study,  this  commission  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Charles  street  mall,  de- 
signed by  Mr.  Olmsted,  affords  a  far  better  setting 
for  the  statues  themselves  than  is  possible  on 
Commonwealth  avenue.  Few  statues  are  designed 
to  be  seen  from  the  rear.  This  is  notably  true 
in  the  case  of  Alexander  Hamilton's,  which  was 
intended  for  a  place  in  front  of  masonry.  Its 
back  was  accordingly  left  unfinished,  yet  this 
statue,  like  the  others  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
is  seen  quite  as  often  from  behind  as  from  in  front. 

In  the  new  setting  the  three  Commonwealth 
avenue  statues  and  the  statue  of  Sumner,  now  so 
lamentably  placed,  would  have  a  fitting  back- 
ground. They  would  form  a  permanent  part  of 
a  dignified  mall  designed  by  our  foremost  land- 
scape architect.  They  would  be  in  fitting  com- 
pany also,  as  the  statue  of  Edward  Everett  Hale 
is  to  be  placedrin  this  mall  near  the  central  entrance 
of  the  garden  on  Charles  street.  It  may  also  be 
of  interest  to  recall  that  the  Burns  monument, 
with  its  charming  architectural  setting,  will  form 
a  terminal  to  the  mall  at  the  corner  of  Charles 
and  Boylston  streets. 

In  the  interest  of  a  permanent  and  worthy 
setting  for  the  statues  themselves,  therefore,  this 
commission  has  unanimously  voted  to  transfer 
them.  To  make  the  matter  clear  I  am  sending 
herewith  for  your  consideration  several  blue- 
prints showing  the  general  design  of  the  mall 
and  several  special  features. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Thomas  Allen,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  applications 
for  minors'  licenses  from  seventeen  newsboys  and 
three  vendors  and  it  was  voted  that  licenses  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 


ACTION   ON   APPOINTMENT. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business.  No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  25,  of  Patrick  W.  Melia  to  be  an 
Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw 
for  the  term  ending  April  1,  1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee, 
Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


WIDENING   OF   HARVARD   AVENUE. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  2,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($35,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  for  Harvard  avenue,  Brigh- 
ton, widening,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  November  18  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

'The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  8,  nays  0. 


ADDITIONAL   LAND,  SAVIN  HILL  BEACH. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  3,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7,500  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  additional 
beach  land,  Savin  Hill  Beach,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  issue,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  November  25  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  8,  nays  0. 


RETIREMENT   SYSTEM    FOR 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  KENNY  called  up  special  assignment, 
No.  4,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  provisions  of  chapter  619  of 
the  Acts  of  1910,  entitled  "An  Act  to  Authorize 
the  Cities  and  Towns  of  the  Commonwealth  to  Es- 
tablish Retirement  Systems  for  their  Employees, " 
as  amended  by  chapter  338  of  the  Acts  of  1911,  be 
and  the  same  hereby  are  accepted  by  the  City 
Council  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
No.  4  on  the  calendar  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting.  I  do  this  owing  to  the  absence  of  the 
member  from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Hale). 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munications (referred  October  28)  submitting 
copy  of  ordinance  relative  to  length  of  hat  pins — 
that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  rejected. 

(2)  Report  on  proposed  ordinance  and  com- 
munication (referred  June  3)  concerning  the 
placing  of  garbage  in  covered  receptacles — that 
the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  needless  to  say 
I  disagree  with  this  report  of  the  committee.  I 
believe  that  some  added  ordinance  is  necessary 
to  restrict  the  way  in  which  garbage  and  refuse 
are  placed  upon  the  streets.  As  was  stated  to  us 
last  year  by  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Health,  there 
is  no  power  in  the  Board  of  Health  to  control 
garbage  after  it  leaves  a  residence  and  appears 
upon  the  streets.  It  is  a  fact  that  throughout  the 
congested  districts — and  I  am  sorrj'  to  say  even 
in  parts  of  the  Back  Bay — the  condition  of  a  large 
percentage  of  the  ash  and  garbage  barrels  is 
disgracefxil.  It  is  a  menace  to  public  health; 
it  is  a  disfigurement  of  our  city.  _  It  ought  to  be 
corrected.  The  ordinance  is  simple.  It  pro- 
vides only  for  the  covering  of  receptacles,  not  only 
those  intended  to  contain  rubbish,  but  those  which 
contain  rubbish  and  garbage.  It  seems  to  me  a 
very  minor  matter  upon  which  the  Council  could 
well  pass.  I  realize  that  the  Council  is  in  no  mood 
to  pass  this,  for  various  reasons.  I  spoke  at  some 
length  on  this  question  last  year,  and  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  do  the  same  thing  now.  as  the  temper 
of  the  Council  has  not  changed  in  the  meantime, 
but  I  shall  vote  against  the  report  of  the  committee, 
feeling  that  they  are  making  a  serious  mistake  not 
only  as  affecting  the  appearance  but  the  health  of 
our  city. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  as  the  member 
from  Ward  11  has  stated,  this  matter  has  been 
before  the  Council  at  other  times  heretofore  and 
has  been  threshed  out  at  considerable  length.  The 
same  arguments  which  controlled  when  this  Council 
had  the  matter  before  it  a  year  ago,  or  last  spring, 
I  assume  are  still  with  us.  Therefore  I  see  no 
occasion  for  debating  the  matter  further. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
declared  rejected.  Coun.  SMITH  doubted  the 
vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  order 
was  rejected,  yeas  7,  naj's  1,  Coun.  SMITH  voting 
nay. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cations from  Fire  Commissioner  and  proposed 
ordinance  establishing  building  limits  (referred 
1911),  recommending  reference  of  same  to  a 
special  committee  of  three  to  be  appointed  by 
and  to  include  the  President. 

Report  accepted;   said  reference  ordered. 

(4)  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  November 
25)  establishing  a  Boston  Planning  Commission — 
recommending  reference  of  same  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(5)  Report  on  communication  from  Boston 
Finance  Commission  (referred  Februarj-  16)  con- 
cerning overtime  and  traveling  expenses  for  city 
employees — recommending  reference  of  same  to 
the  Executive  Comm'ittee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(6)  Report  on  proposed  ordinance  (referred 
February  26)  concerning  overtime  and  traveling 
expenses  for  city  employees — recommending  ref- 
erence of  same  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 
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ASSESSMENT   VAI,UES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  answer  the 
following  questions  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  City 
Council,  in  accordance  with  section  7  of  the  city 
charter,  viz.: 

Why  is  the  assessed  value  on  the  following 
properties  less  than  the  sales  figures  by  such  wide 
margins? 

No.  5  and  No.  .5J  Somerset  street,  assessed  for 
$44,000,  sold  for  $80,000. 

Corner  of  Fonwa.y  and  Huntington  avenue, 
assessed  for  S52,500,  sold  for  $75,000. 

No.  140  and  No.  1 44  Hanover  street,  assessed 
for  $126,000,  sold  for  $200,000. 

No.  22  Huntington  avenue,  assessed  for  $.57,- 
200,  sold  for  $7.5,000. 

"Tlie  Canterbury,"  on  Charlesgate  West, 
assessed  for  $209,000,  sold  for  $340,000. 

No.  1)2  Magnolia  street,  assessed  for  $48,000, 
sold  for  $55,000. 

No.  04  Hemenwa.y' street,  assessed  for  $.52, .500, 
sold  for  .$0.5,000. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  in  looking  over 
my  history  the  other  day  I  saw  that  ,Iohn  Quinc.v 
Adams,  former  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  representative  in  Congress,  set  me  a  very 
good  example.  As  you  well  remember,  in  the  run- 
away slave  cases  he  would  continually  get  up  in 
Congress  and  present  petitions  in  regard  to  the 
subject.  He  presented  some  hundreds  of  such 
petitions,  all  told.  He  did  it  to  the  annoyance  of 
the  members  and  was  even  threatened  with  attack. 
He  did  it  persistently,  however,  and  I  think  in  the 
long  run  effectively.  It  is  just  some  such  thing 
that  I  propose  to  do  here,  on  an  infinite.'iimally 
small  scale.  I  propose  at  different  meetings  of  the 
Council,  and  perhaps  in  between,  to  suggest  these 
wide  variations  between  the  assessed  values  of 
property  in  Boston  and  the  actual  selling  figures. 
I  do  so  without  any  criticism  of  the  Board  of  Asses- 
sors either  individually  or  collectively.  I  do  so 
because  I  feel  that  they  are  working  on  the  wrong 
s.vstem.  I  feel  that  the  system  in  vogue  in  other 
cities — like  New  York,  Cleveland,  Columbus, 
Denver,  etc.,  is  an  improvement  over  our  system. 
Perhaps  the  figures  speak  well  enough  for  them- 
selves. The  variations  are  wide.  They  exist  not 
only  in  one  section  of  the  town,  but  in  almost 
every  .section.  They  make  this  city  ridiculous  in 
the  eyes  of  other  cities.  When  the  president  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors  of  New  York  came  here  and 
found  advertised  in  our  papers  large  tracts  of  land 
which  they  would  not  sell  at  less  than  50  per  cent 
of  the  assessed  value,  he  opened  his  eyes  and  said 
he  never  heard  of  such  a  condition  of  affairs  in  any 
other  city  of  the  country.  It  appeared  by  tho.se 
open  advertisements  that  our  assessors  were  assess- 
ing property  at  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of 
200  per  cent  of  the  actual  value.  That  meets  the 
argument  of  the  councilor  who  spoke  at  the  la.st 
meeting  to  the  effect  that  assessments  were  too 
high  here  rather  than  too  low.  It  makes  no  dif- 
ference which  way  the  assessments  go;  if  there  is 
a  wide  variation  either  way  it  is  a  criticism  upon 
our  system,  and  I  claim  that  the  system  ought  to 
be  changed.  I  have  not  gone  at  this  in  a  hammer 
and  tongs  way,  in  a  roughshod  manner.  This 
Council  passed  April  10,  1911,  a  unanimous  request 
that  the  Finance  Commission  investigate  and  re- 
port on  this  subject.  We  have  not  heard  a  word 
from  the  Finance  Commission,  and  I  claim  that 
in  waiting  a  year  and  a  half  I  have  shown  due 
patience.  I  propose  from  now  on  to  wait  for  no- 
Body,  but  to  get  and  to  give  evidence  at  every  meet- 
ing of  this  body  showing  the  ludicrous  state  of 
affairs  existing  in  this  town  under  the  name  of 
assessing.  I  was  stirred  the  other  morning  at  the 
breakfast  table  to  a  good  deal  of  emotion  by  open- 
ing the  morning  paper  and  .seeing  what  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  had  said  in  Philadelphia  apropos  of  the 
income  tax.  The  Mayor  of  this  city  went  down  to 
Philadelphia  and  in  open  meeting  stated  that  the 
citizens  of  this  town  were  tax  dodgers,  were  not 
alive  to  questions  of  public  policy,  and  that  he 
could  not  get  sixty  .seconds  of  their  time  on  any 
question  of  big  importance  to  this  city.  It 
appeared  to  rne  that  the  Mayor  was  most  dis- 
loyal to  our  city.  If  we  have  any  dirty  linen  to 
wash,  let  us  wash  it  in  our  own  back  yard  and 
not  go  to  Philadelphia  to  do  it.  If  men  in  town 
here  are  not  paying  their  proper  share  of  taxes 
the  easiest  way  to  get  at  them  is  through  real 
estate.  There  has  not  yet  been  any  way  devised 
to  get  at  those  owning  personal  property.  The 
easiest  way  is  to  get  at  those  owning  real  estate 
and  not  paying  their  fair  share  of  taxes  upon  it; 


and  if  the  Mayor  really  believes  what  he  said  down 
there  I  would  .suggest  that  he  do  not  say  it  in 
Philadelphia  or  in  some  other  foreign  city,  to  the 
dishonor  of  Boston,  but  that  he  act  upon  the  thing 
at  home,  that  he  sees  to  it  that  his  Board  of 
Asses.sors  adopts  a  system  whereby  the  property 
of  this  town  is  honestly  and  evenly  assessed, 
and  by  which  the  men  of  this  town  who.  have 
large  property  holdings  are  assessed  up  to  the 
full  value  of  the  property  holdings.  It  was  sug- 
gested at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  that 
we  put  over  these  questions  until  a  large  volume 
of  this  evidence  had  accumulated,  enough  to 
warrant  action  through  a  committee.  I  stated 
then,  as  I  state  now,  that  I  did  not  care  what 
was  done  with  the  orders — whether  they  were 
pigeon-holed,  referred  to  a  committee,  placed  on 
the  table  or  killed,  that  it  mattered  not  to  me 
personally.  I  am  going  to  continue  to  bring  in 
these  cases,  and  I  believe  sooner  or  later  the 
attention  that  will  be  aroused  will  force  the  body 
to  act  on  the  matter.  I  do  not  attack  the  subject 
with  any  feeling  of  antagonism.  I  approached  it 
a  year  and  a  half  ago  in  all  fairness,  requesting 
the  action  of  some  of  the  public  bodies.  Having 
gained  no  attention  from  those  bodies,  I  now  ask 
this  body  to  take  it  up  and  press  it.  I  trust  that 
you  will  look  over  these  examples  after  the  meeting 
of  the  Coiincil.  Some  of  them  seem  to  me  startling. 
They  are  confined  to  no  section  of  the  town. 
Some,  I  regret  to  say,  are  in  m.v  own  section  of  the 
city.  I  trust  that  this  body  will  seriously  consider 
the  matter  of  changing  our  assessing  system. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  think 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  is  entitled  to  a 
lot  of  credit  for  airing  the  inequalities  of  the 
assessing  system  of  the  city.  I  have  an  absolutely 
open  mind  and  am  very  glad  to  listen  to  any 
information  he  has  which  bears  on  the  question. 
It  was,  therefore,  with  no  antagonism  that  I  made 
the  motion  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  to 
lay  his  order  on  the  table,  because  that  order  was 
an  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  furnish  us 
information  based  on  statements  in  the  order. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  will  say  that,  before 
any  more  orders  of  that  sort  containing  inter- 
rogatories to  the  Mayor  are  passed,  this  Council 
will  investigate  the  facts  on  which  the  orders  are 
based,  so  that  we  may  know  where  we  are  before 
we  go  ahead  and  put  ourselves  in  a  position  where 
the  Mayor  can  come  back  at  us.  Since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council  a  very  reputable  and  well 
informed  real  estate  man  of  this  city  came  to  me 
and  informed  me  that  in  four  of  the  instances 
referred  to  by  Coun.  Smith  his  information  was 
not  accurate.  I  do  not  vouch  for  the  information 
obtained  from  my  informant,  but  that,  is  what 
this  very  reputable  and  well  informed  real  estate 
man  came  to  me  and  said.  He  said  that  four  of 
the  instances  were  not  cases  of  the  sale  of  real 
estate,  but  were  trades  of  one  parcel  of  property 
for  another  piece  of  property.  It  may  be  that 
the  councilor  was  right  or  that  the  gentleman 
who  informed  me  was  right;  but  before  I,  as  one 
member  of  this  Council,  become  a  party  to  passing 
any  orders  like  this,  I  want  the  information  upon 
which  the  orders  are  based  verified  by  evidence 
of  some  sort  other  than  the  information  brought 
in  by  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay.  There- 
fore I  now  make  a  similar  motion,  that  this  order 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and  I  hope  the  councilor  will 
keep  up  his  good  work  of  presenting  cases  of 
inequalities  to  us.  By  and  by  we  will  have  enough 
of  them  before  us  to  take  action  upon  in  committee. 
Coun.  Coulthurst's  motion  to  lay  the  order 
on  the  table  was  declared  carried.  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  lost,  yeas  4,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Buckley,  Collins,  Coul- 
thurst — 4. 

Nays — Coun.  Ballantyne,  Kenny,  McDonald, 
Smiths. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr,  President,  I  move 
that  this  order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
what  the  councilor  from  Roslindale  (Coun.  Coul- 
thurst)  has  said,  I  can  only  say  that  I  acted  upon 
figures  that  I  believed  to  be  correct.  If  the  gentle- 
man who  informed  Coun.  Coulthurst  to  the  con- 
trary will  have  the  goodness  to  come  to  me  or  write 
me  or  telephone  me,  giving  his  name  and  address, 
and  convince  me  in  any  way  that  I  have  beeri  in 
error,  I  will  gladly  get  up  in  this  body  and  publicly 
ask  the  pardon  of  the  body  for  causing  them  undue 
trouble,  and  will  also  ask  the  pardon  of  the  property 
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owners  ot  the  various  parcels.  But  until  the  gentle- 
man will  deal  directly  with  the  member  who  intro- 
duced the  orders,  it  seems  to  me  that  through  a 
third  party  I  cannot  take  cognizance  of  any 
criticism. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  sincerely 
hope  Uiat  this  order  will  be  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  If  it  is  so  referred  I  shall  then 
ask  to  have  Nos.  6  and  7  taken  from  the  table,  that 
they  may  be  also  so  referred*.  I  do  this  having  in 
mind  that  the  proper  procedure,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  would  be  for  us  to  send  for  the  assessors.  It 
is  a  cheap  thing  to  stand  up  here  when  you  have 
the  Press  of  Boston  about  you  and  slander  the 
Boston  assessors.  It  is  cheap.  Let  us  send  for 
the  assessors,  let  us  bring  them  before  us,  and  let 
us  have  these  questions  put  to  them  and  afford 
those  gentlemen  the  opportunity  of  meeting  these 
insinuations  and  returning  their  answer  for  publi- 
cation in  our  records.  I  have  been  told  this  very 
day  that  my  friend  from  Ward  11  himself  (Coun. 
Smith),  having  one  of  these  instances  called  to  hi.s 
attention,  went  out  and  investigated  and  found 
that  he  was  entirely  wrong  in  what  he  stated  to 
this  Council  two  weeks  ago.  I  was  not  informed 
which  of  the  items  it  was,  but  I  was  told  that  he 
himself,  at  the  suggestion  of  some  person  possibly 
connected  with  the  assessors'  office,  went  and 
made  an  investigation  and  came  back  and  ad- 
mitted his  error.  Before  he  undertakes, to  review 
the  policy  of  the  assessors  and  their  methods,  I 
should  think  he  would  wait  until  he  got  an  accu- 
rate report  in  regard  to  these  matters.  His  talk 
here  is  merely  hearsay.  What  does  he  know 
about  the  facts  surrounding  these  particular 
matters?  In  one  case  to-day  property  is  sold  for 
a  certain  sum  in  excess  of  assessed  valuation 
because  certain  things  are  contemplated  in  the 
way  of  development.  A  month  from  now  it  may 
be  sold  at  less  than  the  assessed  valuation,  because 
the  proposed  development  is  not  to  take  place. 
I  say  the  proper  procedure  is  to  send  for  the 
assessors.  I  do  not  believe  in  keeping  these  cases 
on  the  calendar  under  black  headlines.  If  they 
are  investigated  and  we  find  there  is  anything  in 
what  the  councilor  says,  I  would  believe  in  giving 
them  the  widest  publicity;  but  for  the  time  being 
I  believe  the  gentleman  from  RosUndale  (Coun. 
Coulthurst)  agrees  with  me  that  these  orders 
amount  to  absolutely  nothing,  unless  it  be  to  help 
to  introduce  a  system  called  the  Somers  syiitem, 
which  I  believe  is  for  sale  if  Boston  wishes  to  pay 
for  it.  It  is  said  that  other  cities  are  using  it.  We  ■ 
are  told  that  Joliet  is  one  such  place.  I  have 
only  heard  of  JoUet  as  a  place  containing  a  state 
prison.  I  don't  think  JoUet  is  usually  mentioned 
in  any  other  connection.  There  are  other  cities 
that  have  been  mentioned  as  using  the  system, 
but  they  are  comparatively  small  cities.  But 
Boston  must  pay  for  it  if  it  is  introduced.  Now 
there  may  be,  and  undoubtedly  are,  men  inter- 
ested in  having  this  system  introduced  here.  They 
tell  me  that  the  gentleman  who  came  on  here  a 
few  weeks  ago  and  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
system  by  Boston  is  a  salesman,  interested  in  the 
sale  of  the  system  to  Boston.  Therefore,  I  say, 
before  slandering  the  assessors  of  our  city  and  v 
impairing  its  fair  name  let  us  make  a  proper 
investigation.  I  am  not  holding  a  brief  for  the 
Boston  assessors,  but  I  have  been  told,  when  I 
have  made  inquiry  in  various  quarters,  that  there 
is  no  board  in  the  entire  country  their  equal  in 
accuracy  and  fairness  in  making  assessments. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  out  of  deference 
to  the  councilor  from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Buckley) 
It  grieves  me  to  reiterate,  but  I  must  reiterate  for 
the  sake  of  the  councilor  from  South  Boston,  the 
fact  that  I  am  not  here  to  slander  the  assessors. 
I  am  not  here  to  slander  the  assessors.  I  am  not 
here  to  slander  the  assessors.  Further  than  that 
I  cannot  explain  myself.  It  is  a  simple  ques- 
tion of  whether  we  are  to  get  efficiency  in  our 
department  of  assessing  in  this  city'or  whether  we 
are  to  continue  under  the  conditions  that  I  liave 
outlined  here.  I  would  welcome  having  the 
assessors  come  before  us  and  point  out  inaccu- 
racies. I  do  not  claim  to  be  letter  perfect;  I  would 
welcome  the  assessors  coming  here.  I  think  that 
is  a  proper,  businesslike  way.  I  shall  have  other 
cases  for  them  to  explain  by  the  next  meeting. 
Of  course,  I  shall-give  them  ample  time' to  explain 
them.  Of  course,  they  would  not  then  be  expected 
to  explain  the  cases  that  came  in  at  that  meeting. 
But  there  is  a  perfect  avalanche  of  these  cases. 
As  a  generality,  broadly  speaking,  the  downtown 
property  in  Wards  7,  8,  6  and  11,  is  under-assessed. 


That  is  generally  speaking.  That  is  not  my 
statement  alone.  Go  out  and  ask  any  real  estate 
man,  and  if  you  approach  him  quietly,  simply  for 
information,  he  will  admit  the  facts.  And  the 
reverse- may  be  true,  although  I  have  not  checked 
it  up  as  yet,  in  the  outlying  sections  of  the  city. 
But  it  matters  not  which  side  the  differences  are 
on  so  long  as  there  are  wide  differences  between 
the  real  values  and  the  assessed  values.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  this  is  looking  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  system  called  the  Somers  system.  If 
the  gentleman  will  recall  what  I  said  at  the  last 
meeting  he  will  realize  that  I  do  not  have  the 
sUghtest  interest  in  what  system  they  adopt.  If 
he  attended — as  he  may,  I  don't  remember — the 
talk  given  by  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Assess- 
ors of  New  York  City,  Mr.  Purdy,  last  year,  he 
will  remember  that  they  have  not  the  Somers 
system  in  New  York,  but  have  in  essence  a  system 
which  I  think  is  an  improvement  over  the  Boston 
system.  They  have  two  elements  in  the  New 
York  system  which  are  a  distinct  advantage.  The 
first  is  that  the  public  are  brought  in  to  help  in 
assessing  the  property  of  the  city.  That  is  the 
right  principle:  any  system  that  redognizes  that 
has  the  correct  idea,  it  is  better  than  our  system. 
If  you  ask  the  public  in  to  help  you  assess  prop- 
erty you  get  a  truer  valuation  than  if  you  get  at 
it  entirely  through  any  board,  I  don't  care  how 
made  up.  The  public  generally  create  values. 
The  members  of  the  public  are  engaged  in  valuing 
property.  The  newsboy  on  the  corner,  as  was 
said  at  one  of  the  hearings,  is  valuing  property 
when  he  selects  one  corner  to  sell  papers  on  rather 
than  another.  He  knows  that  business  is  better 
on  corner  A  than  on  corner  B,  and  is  really  assess- 
ing property  in  his  own  humble  way.  Every  man 
and  woman  in  the  community  knows  that  one 
street  is  better  than  another  for  business  pur- 
poses, and  it  is  business  that  determines  the  value 
of  the  property.  Invite  the  public  in  to  help  you 
and  you  will  get  a  truer  system.  This  isn't  an 
attack  on  the  assessors,  but  it  is  an  attack  on  the 
system.  That  is  the  first  advantage  the  system 
in  New  York  has,  and  that  is  not  the  Somers 
system.  The  second  advantage  is  that  when  they 
have  assessed  the  property  they  have  got  it  equally, 
proportionatelj',  properly  assessed.  They  have 
not  got  a  big  discrepancy  one  way  in  one  section 
of  the  city  and  a  big  discrepancy  another  way  in 
another  section.  The  whole  city  may  be  right  or 
the  whole  city  may  be  wrong,  but  the  assessment 
is  proportionately  equal.  Those  two  advantages 
of  the  system  in  vogue  in  the  largest  city  in  this 
country,  and  the  advantages  of  the  system  in  the 
other  cities  such  as  Columbus,  Cleveland,  Denver, 
and  so  on,  are,  I  think,  worthy  of  public  attention. 
I  think  that  we  in  Boston  are  not  above  taking 
a  page  from  the  experience  of  other  cities.  If 
their  system  is  better  in  any  respect,  let  us  adopt 
it  to  that  extent. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  if  the  member 
from  Ward  11  on  my  left  (Coun.  Smith)  is  really 
desirous  of  doing  something  for  the  people  of 
the  city,  whom  he  claims  to  represent,  why  does 
he  not  prepare  a  statement  of  these  concrete  cases 
and  go  down  and  present  them  to  the  Board  of 
Assessors  and  ask  them  to  explain  to  him  why  this 
difference  exists  between  the  assessed  value  and 
the  salable  or  market  value?  But  no,  that 
wouldn't  do.  I  think  it  would  accomplish  more, 
but  there  wouldn't  be  any  notoriety  in  that  kind  of 
action.  It  wouldn't  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
go  before  the  Press  of  Boston  and  make  a  display, 
in  the  effort  to  get  headlines.  That  is  what  this 
means;  that  is  what  it  amounts  to.  If  he  is  sincere 
in  trying  to  get  this  information,  there  is  a  very 
simple,  easy  method  for  him  to  pursue.  Prepare 
a  statement  of  the  cases  and  go  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors  and  get  him  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  Board.  The  member  here  from  Ward  11  is 
a  city  official,  a  member  of  the  government,  and 
the  assessors  would  be  onh'  too  glad,  I  believe,  to 
comply  with  such  a  request.  The  gentleman 
referred  to  a  while  ago  as  having  been  here  within 
a  few  weeks  in  support  of  the  Somers  system,  as  I 
recall — and  another  member  has  the  same  recollec- 
tion— took  occasion  to  pay  the  very  highest  testi- 
monial to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Assessors. 
I  think  he  said  that  in  his  opinion  their  system  was 
almost  perfect,  that  it  was  the  best  system  next 
to  the  one  he  was  advocating,  the  one  he  was 
trying  to  sell  to  Boston.  That  is  what  he  was 
trying  to  do — to  sell  that  system  to  Boston.  You 
cannot  get  away  from  it.  I  think  it  is  about  tiiue 
to  shut  down  on  this  Council  being  used  as  a  forum 
for  parties  to  come  in  and  advertise  themselves  at 
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the  expense  of  an  honorable  Board — which  I 
believe  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  be. 

Coun.  SMITH — -Mr.  President,  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Boston  thinks  of  me  and  my 
methods  is  not  to  the  point.  As  a  personal  attack 
it  is  not  worthy  of  answer. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— As  this  debate  has 
lengthened  out  I  am  more  and  more  convinced 
that  the  proper  method  of  dealing  with  this 
matter  at  the  present  tifane  is  to  have  the  proposi- 
tion laid  on  the  table.  As  that  motion  has  not 
prevailed,  however,  as  the  next  best  thing  I 
suppose  I  shall  support  the  motion  of  Coun. 
Ballantyne. 

Coun.  Ballantyne's  motion,  to  refer  the  order 
offered  by  Coun.  Smith  to  the  ExAiutive  Com- 
mittee, was  carried. 

Coun.  KENNY  moved  to  take  Nos.  6  and  7 
from  the  table,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  answer,  in  accordance  with  section  7 
of  the  charter,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council, 
why  the  assessed  value  of  the  buildings,  corner 
Chauncy  and  Bedford  streets,  corner  Beacon 
street  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  and  Nos.  157- 
163  Hemenway  street,  are  less  than  the  actual 
market  value.  Also  whether  in  view  of  such  a 
difference  the  Somers  system  of  assessing  is  not 
necessary  in  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  section  7 
of  the  amendments  to  the  city  charter  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  inform  the  City  Council 
at  its  next  meeting  why  the  assessed  value  of  the 
following-named  buildings  is  less  than  the  actual 
sales  price,  viz.:  No".  .').56-5(>()  Atlantic  avenue; 
Nos.  l.Sl-135  Summer  street;  corner  Walk  Hill 
street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  KENNY. 


NAMING    OF   SQUARE,    HOXBURY. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  tor  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of 
Roxbury  Historical  Society  (referred  September 
30)  for  the  naming  of  certain  squares  in  Roxbury 
— recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  hereinafter  named  designa- 
tions be  given  to  the  following  locations,  viz.: 

That  the  intersection  of  Eustis  and  Mall  streets, 
near  Harrison  avenue,  be  named  Governor  Eustis 
square,  and  that  the  intersection  of  Ruggles, 
Cabot  and  Hampshire  streets  be  named  Seaver 
square. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  cause  suitable  signs  to  be  placed  at  the  above 
named  locations. 

Report  accepted;  orders  passed. 


PAYMENT   OF   TAXES. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  paid  to  the  estate  of  W.  H.  Goodwin 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  ($344),  said 
sum  being  for  payment  for  the  use  of  the  estate 
on  Carolina  avenue.  Ward  23,  for  the  year  1911, 
said  sum  being  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  on  said 
estate. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CHANGE  IN  NAME  OF  PARK. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  change  the  name 
of  Lewis  Park,  Ward  19,  bounded  by  Highland 
avenue.  Highland  street  and  Linwood  street,  to 
Alvah  Kittredge  Park. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  the  order  may 
go  upon  its  passage.  This  is  really  part  of  an 
order  that  was  before  the  Council  some  time  ago, 
a  blank  order  covering  quite  a  number  of  squares 
in  Roxbury.  We  eliminated  some  and  reported 
back  on  the  others.  This  is  one  that  was  some- 
how overlooked.  I  hope  the  rule  will  be  su.spended 
and  that  the  order  will  go  on  its  passage  to-day. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
whether  the  committee  pas.sed  on  this? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Yes. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 


MONEY    FOR    SOLDIERS'    RELIEF 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order — That 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Commissioner  and  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Soldiers'  Relief  Department  the  sum  of  $200, 
said  sum  to  be  expended,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief,  by  said 
commissioner  in  affording  immediate  relief  to 
persons  entitled  to  aid  under  chapter  79  of  the 
Revised  Laws  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof 
and  addition  thereto. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


AUTHORITY   TO   TRANSFER   MONEY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  under  date  of  December  9, 
in  reply  to  the  following  order  passed  by  your 
honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of  November  25, 
1912: 

"That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  advise  the 
City  Council  of  any  power  in  the  charter  or  other- 
wise authorizing  the  City  Council  to  transfer  or 
to  join  with  the  Mayor  in  transferring  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  current 
expenses  of  any  department  of  the  city." 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  9,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — -I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  order 
of  the  City  Council  requesting  through  your 
Honor  my  opinion  as  to  the  authority  of  the  City 
Council  to  transfer  or  to  join  with  your  Honor  in 
transferring  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appro- 
priation for  current  expenses  of  any  department 
of  the  city. 

In  my  opinion  this  question  is  not  free  from 
doubt.  I  believe,  however,  that  where  the  weight 
of  argument  for  the  existence  of  the  authority 
and  against  it  makes  the  decision  a  close  one, 
the  precedent  of  the  procedure  by  the  city  govern- 
ment in  such  matters  both  before -and  after  the 
adoption  of  the  charter  amendments  should  turn 
the  balance  in  favor  of  this  customary  procedure, 
provided  there  is  no  violation  of  the  express  pro- 
visions or  of  the  spirit  of  the  charter. 

I  am  informed  that  the  City  Council  from  1893 
up  to  the  present  time  has  continually  made 
transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appro- 
priation for  current  expenses  of  any  department 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Mayor  by  virtue 
of  chapter  261  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

In  my  opinion  the  exercise  of  this  authority 
violates  neither  the  express  provisions  nor  the 
spirit  of  the  city  charter. 

The  power  given  to  the  auditor  to  make  trans- 
fers with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  under  section 
3  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  the  charter 
amendments,  so  called,  is  permissive  and  there- 
fore may  be  concurrent  with  that  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  make  transfers  in  accordance  with  the  written 
recommendations  of  the  Mayor  provided  an  ap- 
propriation has  been  made  for  a  specific  purpose  or 
for  the  needs  of  a  department  under  the  Act  of  1893. 

The  Reserve  Fund  order  of  the  City  Council 
passed  March  25,  1912,  stated  among  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  appropriated  the  specific  purpose, 
"for  transfers." 

The  determination  of  the  appropriation  to  be 
made  for  any  department  rests  jointly  upon  the 
Mayor  as  the  person  originating  the  budget  and 
upon  the  City  Council  after  due  consideration  of 
the  budget  as  the  body  passing  the  appropriation 
order  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor. 

Any  subsequent  increase  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  needs  of  a  department  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Mayor  by  a  transfer  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  specifically  appropriated  for  the  purpose  by 
the  City  Council  should  receive  the  same  considera- 
tion from  the  members  of  the  Council  as  that  of 
the  original  appropriation. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  J.  Cobbett, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


340 


CITY   COUNCIL. 


CLAIMS, 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  F. 
Boggs  (referred  November  4)  for  compensation 
for  injuries  received  while  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Thomas  F.  Boggs,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  the  sum  of'  S617.82  for  time  lost  on 
account  of  injuries  received  while  a  member  of 
the  Fire  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation   for  Fire  Department. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  will  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  kindly  give  an  outUne  of 
the  case?     This  is  a  rather  large  sum. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
very  worthy  case.  Mr.  Boggs  is  a  fairly  old  man 
at  the  present  time.  Since  this  accident  he  has 
had  to  walk  on  a  crutch,  and  is  hardly  able  to  do 
that.  He  was  injured  October  24,  1908,  and 
stayed  in  bed  until  September  23,  1909.  For 
that  year  he  received  half  pay,  or  .f.500,  and  then 
beginning  October  5,  1909,  he  received  full  com- 
pensation, although  he  never  returned  to  the  Fire 
Department.  In  1910,  in  February,  he  was  pen- 
sioned at  the  rate  of  $600  per  year.  The  Fire 
Commissioner  sends  this  letter  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims: 

"  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  November, 
1912,  the  facts  in  the  case  of  Thomas  F.  Boggs  in 
regard  to  injuries  during  his  service  in  this  depart- 
ment are  as  you  state.  The  fact  that  blood  poison- 
ing set  in  in  his  left  leg  on  25th  of  November, 
1910,  does  not  appear  on  the  records  of  this  depart- 
ment, he  having  been  pensioned  3d  of  February, 
1910. 

"The  Medical  Examiner  of  the  department 
reported  as  follows  on  the  case: 

"  '  I  respectfully  report  that  ^examined  ladder- 
man  T.  F.  Boggs  of  Ladder  Company  4  shortly 
after  he  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  29th  Octo- 
ber, 1908,  and  I  had  him  under  observation  until 
the  date  of  his  retirement,  3d  of  February,  1910. 
In  my  opinion  ladderman  Boggs'  disability  was 
the  result  of  an  injury  received  in  line  of  duty, 
which  was  not  promptly  reported.' 

"From  this  report  it  would  seem  that  ladder- 
man  Boggs  received  his  injury  in  the  line  of  duty. 
Had  this  happened  under  the  present  regulations 
he  would  have  received  full  pay  while  off  duty. 
Chas.  H.  Cole." 

So  he  really  is  coming  in  and  asking  for  the  other 
half  of  the  pay  which  he  should  have  received  and 
which  he  never  did  receive. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  —  Mr.  President,  I 
think  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  any  other  member 
of  the  Council  to  speak  on  this  matter,  but  I  would 
like  to  say  just  a  word.  I  have  known  Mr.  Boggs 
a  good  many  years.  I  knew  him  at  the  time  when 
he  met  with  this  accident.  A  horse  stepped  on 
his  foot,  blood  poisoning  set  in  and  he  eventually 
lost  one  of  his  toes.  The  reason  why  he  did  not 
report  the  case  immediately  was  that  he  tried  to 
continue  at  his  work,  thinking  the  accident  would 
not  give  him  any  serious  trouble.  But  blood 
poisoning  set  in  later  in  the  other  leg  and  he  has 
now  lost  the  five  toes  on  the  left  foot.  He  asks  no 
more  than  I  believe  he  should  have  had  at  the  time 
and  what  the  Fire  Commissioner  says  he  would 
now  receive.  He  received  less  than  half  pay  for  a 
time  after  the  accident,  and  what  he  asks  for  is 
simply  the  equivalent  of  the  balance  of  his  full  pay 
for  that  period.  I  understand  that  this  is  the 
unanimous  report  of  the  committee,  and  I  sin- 
cerely hope  it  will  receive  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  body.  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  most  worthy 
cases  that  has  ever  come  before  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


SIDEWALK  ORDERS. 
Coun.  COLLINS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Evelyn, 
street.  Ward  24,  in  front  of  the  estates  boVdering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
437  of  the  Acts  of  1893, 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Woolsen  street. 
Ward  24,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  S  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437 
of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Bernard 
street,  between  Talbot  avenue  and  Harvard  street. 
Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoiniiig,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of 
the  Acts  of  1893. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LAYING   OUT    OF   STREETS. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  (S500,000) 
be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended 
uiider  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  661,  Acts 
of  1912,  entitled  "An  Act  to  Provide  for  the 
Widening  and  Laying  Out  of  Certain  Streets  or 
Thoroughfares  in  the  City  of  Boston,"  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  'Treasurer  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
to  issue  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  to 
said  amount. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  the 
Legislature  of  1912,  influenced  by  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  by  members  from  Boston,  both 
in  the  House  and  Senate,  passed  an  act,  chapter 
661  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  under  the  terms  of  which 
for  the  term  of  five  years  after  its  acceptance 
by  the  voters  of  the  city  §500,000  can  be  borrowed 
outside  of  the  debt  limit  for  the  construction  of 
new  streets,  with  a  proviso,  however,  that  not 
less  than  60  per  cent  in  each  year  shall  be  expended 
exclusively  in  the  suburban  districts  of  the  city. 
There  is  also  a  provision  that  the  designation  of 
the  streets  shall  be  by  the  City  Council  itself. 
The  voters  of  the  city  at  the  state  election  by  a 
large  majority  voted  to  accept  the  act,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  last  pro%asion  of  it,  and  that  act 
is  now  in  force  and  the  City  Council  and  the 
Mayor  may  in  this  year  1912,  if  they  see  fit,  pick 
out  certain  streets  of  the  city  that  are  in  excep- 
tional need  of  construction,  widening  or  accept- 
ance as  public  streets,  and  provide  funds  for  con- 
struction. I  have  offered  this  order  after  a  con- 
ference with  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  told  him 
I  proposed  .submitting  it  to-day,  and  he  intimated 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  put  before  the 
Council  for  consideration.  It  will,  if  we  decide 
to  do  it,  going  outside  of  the  debt  limit  for  this 
purpose,  provide  a  means  for  building  much  needed 
streets  in  the  city,  especially  in  the  suburban 
districts.  You  will  remember,  Mr.  President, 
that  in  the  records  of  the  City  Council  of  September 
30,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  propounded  to  the 
Street  Commissioners,  you  learned  that  there 
were  petitions  for  new  streets  pending  before  the 
Street  Commissioners  at  that  time  aggregating 
$1,668,000,  and  during  the  year  we  have  appro- 
priated .?300.000  for  that  purpose.  This  meant 
that  we  were  only  supplying  the  demand  of  the 
suburban  district  and  of  the  people  of  the  city 
in  about  20  per  cent  of  the  cases.  I  trust  that 
this  matter  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  that  if  necessary  public  hearings  will 
be  given,  and  that  sometime  this  winter,  in  the 
next  couple  of  months,  we  shall  give  mature  and 
deliberate  consideration  to  the  proposition  whether 
we  will  accept  this  act  and  whether  or  not  we  will 
proceed  as  far  as  we  can  with  the  construction  of 
new  streets. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  there  is  pend- 
ing before  the  Committee  on  Finance  now  an  order 
offered  by  me  something  like  six  weeks  ago,  after  a 
conference  with  my  friend  from  Roslindale,  calling 
for  an  appropriation  by  way  of  loan  of  $200,000 
for  the  acceptance  of  new  streets.  Everj-body 
admits  that  where  streets  are  most  necessarj'  to 
be  laid  out  is  in  the  suburV')an  districts.  Wards  20 
to  26,  and  in  parts  of  East  Boston.  That  order 
was  offered  for  the  simple  purpose  of  bringing  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Finance  the  necessity  of 
appropriating  more  than  $300,000  for  the  accept- 
ance of  new  streets.    Therefore  I  offered  the  order 
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for  $200,000.  If  that  were  passed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  it  would  mean  an  appropriation 
of  $500,000  for  acceptance  of  streets,  naturally 
being  within  the  debt  limit,  and  it  seemed  to 
me  that  it  was  a  singularly  appropriate  time  to 
offer  that  order.  So  the  order  was  offered  and  it 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  for 
investigation  at  present.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
$500,000  was  little  enough  to  expend  for  the 
acceptance  of  new  streets,  particularly  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  abutters  on  the  streets  pay  up- 
wards of  ,50  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  construction. 
To  my  mind  this  City  Council  can  grapple  with 
the  question  and  appropriate  $200,000  more  this 
year,  making  an  appropriation  of  $,500,000  this 
year,  and  it  will  be  within  the  debt  limit.  I  hope 
the  order  offered  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  will  be  considered  very  seriously  by 
the  committee.  New  streets  are  the  most  needed 
improvements  of  the  municipality,  and  I  trust 
that  the  question  of  the  expense  for  new  streets 
will  be  taken  up  in  earnest,  that  more  money  will 
be  appropriated  and  that  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners will  have  money  to  start  the  work  in  the 
spring  next  year. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  did  I  under- 
stand that  the  councilor  from  West  Roxbury 
(Coun.  Coulthurst)  introduced  the  order  and 
favored  it,  or  simply  introduced  it  to  start  the 
ball  rolUng? 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  am 
willing  to  accept  the  verdict  of  the  entire  people 
of  the  city  and  to  accept  their  opinion  of  the 
wisdom  of  borrowing  this  money  outside  of  the 
debt  limit.  For  that  reason  I  am  distinctly  in 
favor  of  the  borrowing.  If  I  had  any  opinion,  I 
would  subordinate  my  opinion  to  that  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  voters  of  this  city.  However,  I 
have  introduced  the  order  principally  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Council, 
together  with  the  order  that  Coun.  Collins  intro- 
duced after  talking  the  matter  over  with  me  some 
weeks  ago.  The  whole  matter  will  go  before  the 
Committee  on  Finance  this  year.  If  we  find  that 
we  have  money  enough  the  balance  of  the  year 
to  provide  funds  without  borrowing  to  lay  out 
the  streets,  we  don't  need  to  take  advantage  of 
this  act.  If  the  committee  decides  that  money 
is  not  available,  we  can  take  advantage  of  this 
act  and  appropriate  $500,000  or  any  less  amount, 
■  according  to  the  decision  of  the  voters  at  the  state 
election. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  had  supposed 
that  the  councilor  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
would  be  in  favor  of  keeping  within  the  debt  limit. 
Of  course,  the  decision  of  this  matter  rests  with  the 
City  Council  and  the  Mayor.  The  people  of  this 
city  voted  on  that  proposition  of  leaving  with 
the  City  Council  and  the  Mayor  the  question  of 
whether  we  should  exceed  the  debt  limit  for  the 
construction  of  suburban  streets  largely.  There- 
fore, the  gentleman's  own  opinion  is  of  vast  im- 
portance. The  voters  left  it  to  him.  They  did 
not  take  his  place  and  say,  "You  shall  do  so  and  so." 
The  act  is  not  mandatory,  and  I  am  somewhat 
surprised  to  hear  the  councilor  from  Roslindale 
advocate  exceeding  the  debt  limit.  I  think  it  is  a 
very  serious  step.  If  I  remember  the  figures 
given  in  the  papers  recently, — and  I  may  not  be 
correct, — of  the  last  $900,000  spent  on  streets, 
$850,000,  according  to  the  newspapers,  was  spent 
on  the  suburban  streets.  It  seems  as  though  they 
have  been  getting  their  fair  share  of  what  the  city 
can  afford.  If  the  city  can  afford  more  I  would 
gladly  grant  it  and  the  whole  Council  would  favor 
it.  But  to  go  outside  the  debt  limit — and,  mind 
you,  the  responsibility  rests  on  us  and  not  on  the 
people — is  a  very  serious  mistake.  After  all, 
isn't  it  a  farce  to  talk  of  "referendum  to  the 
people"  in  this  connection?  How  many  people 
in   this   city   knew   about   that   referendum?     We 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  In  thus 
slandering  the  referendum  isn't  the  gentleman 
treading  on  dangerous  ground? 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
has  risen  beautifully  to  what  I  started  to  ask.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  so-called  referendum,  as 
we  see  it  here,  is  in  any  sense  of  the  word  a  refer- 
endum. It  is  simply  a  method  by  which  a  jelly- 
fish Legislature  sidesteps  a  question  which  it  is 
afraid  to  answer  and  vote  on  itself.  In  no  sense 
is  it  a  referendum.  The  people  don't  know  what 
they  are  voting  on.  Of  cour.se,  the  tendency  to 
vote  "yes"  on  everything  is  the  dominant  tendency 
and  that  is  why  the  measure  went  through.     The 


people  knew  nothing  about  this  matter.  There 
was  no  mention  of  it  in  the  Press.  It  was  a  presi- 
dential year,  and  the  discussion  of  national  issues 
overshadowed  everything  else,  and  the  people 
had  no  knowledge  of  what  they  were  voting  on 
in  this  case.  That  is  not  a  referendum.  The  real 
exercise  of  the  referendum  is  where  the  people 
themselves  want  to  vote  on  a  question  and  have 
a  right  to  do  so.  The  referendum,  .so  called,  as 
the  word  is  used  here  in  Massachusetts,  is  nothing 
but  a  method  of  evasion  by  a  Legislature  too  weak 
to  pass  on  the  question  itself.  I  say  it  is  a  shame 
that  Republican  Legislatures  in  the  past  few  years 
have  put  such  questions  as  they  have  on  the 
ballots.  The  idea  of  voting  on  mechanical  devices 
for  voting!  The  idea  of  putting  up  the  question 
of  taxation  of  forests  to  the  people  of  this  city  and 
state!  Can  any  gentleman  in  the  Council  stand 
up  and  tell  me  what  he  was  voting  on  in  that  case? 
I  am  frank  enough  to  say  that  I  didn't  know  what 
I  was  voting  on.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  that 
is  a  referendum?  That  is  no  more  a  referendum 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  is  used  out  in  the 
western  states  than  daylight  is  dark.  It  is  an 
absolutely  different  thing.  When  the  councilor 
from  Roslindale  says  that  the  people  of  this  city 
have  passed  on  the  question  and  he  bows  to  their 
decision,  Hsay  that  he  is  overestimating  the  vote 
cast  at  the  recent  election.  The  people  of  this 
city  did  not  pass  intelligently  on  that  question, 
because  there  was  no  proper  public  discussion  of 
it  and  the  facts  were  never  put  before  them,  I 
furthermore  say  that,  even  if  they  did  vote  on  it 
intelligently,  the  question  now  is  whether  the  City 
Council  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  shall  appropri- 
ate that  money.  The  responsibility  rests  on  us, 
and  no  councilor  sitting  here  can  evade  that 
responsibility  and  say  that  his  vote  was  decided 
for  him.  The  vote  rests  on  each  of  us  individually 
in  this  body  as  to  whether  we  are  going  to  exceed 
the  debt  limit  or  not.  The  act  is  not  mandatory. 
It  rests  with  us  to  decide.  I  therefore  say  the 
thing  is  serious. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  

ANSWERS   TO   LIGHTING   QUESTIONS. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  take  a  recess  now,  for  this  reason.  A  number 
of  gentlemen  have  been  waiting  for  some  time  in 
the  anteroom  for  a  hearing. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  would  state 
that  Mr.  Rourke,  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  is  here  as  a  representative  of  the  Mayor, 
to  answer  questions  asked  under  chapter  7  of  the 
amended  charter,  by  the  City  Council,  under  date 
of  November  25,  1912.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
questions,  if  Coun.  Kenny  has  no  objection  to 
Mr.  Rourke  being  heard  at  this  time. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  entirely 
willing  to  leave  that  with  Mr.  Rourke.  If  he 
could  come  in  later,  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
him  do  so. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Mayor  was  asked 
to  appear  personally  or  through  a  representative 
before  a  meeting  of  this '  Council,  and  Commis- 
sioner Rourke  is  here  in  response  to  that  request. 

Coun.  KENNY— Very  well,  Mr.  President. 

The  Clerk  read  the  order  offered  by  Coun. 
Smith  November  25  and  passed,  as  follows: 

"That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
answer  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  City  Council, 
in  accordance  with  section  7  of  the  charter,  the 
following  questions: 

"Do  you  propose  to  exercise  your  authority  to 
substitute  electric  lights  for  gas  lamps?  If  so,  do 
you  propose  to  substitute  more  than  1,500,  which 
was  the  limit  you  stated  to  the  Council  some  weeks 
ago? 

"Will  you  give  ample  notice  to  the  lamplighters 
of  any  intended  change  from  gas  to  electricity,  in 
order  that  they  may  get  other  employments?" 

Commissioner  LOUIS  K.  ROURKE— I  will  say 
that  we  do  propose  to  exercise  our  authority  to 
substitute  electric  light  for  gas  lamps.  At  present 
we  do  -not  contemplate  substituting  electricity 
for  more  than  1,500  gas  lamps.  In  regard  to  the 
ample  notice  to  lamplighters,  I  think  in  a  very 
few  minutes  after  the  order  was  issued  for  the 
substitution  of  the  1,500  they  all  knew  about  it, 
and  the  substitution  will  probably  not  be  completed 
before  the  spring  of  the  year  on  these  1,500. 

Coun.  SMITH — ^The  Mayor  at  the  previous 
meeting,  when  questions  were  asked,  set  an 
example  which  I  trust  will  be  followed  of  answer- 
ing other  questions  allied  to  the  subject 

President     ATTRIDGE— The    Chair    at    this 
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lime  desires  to  inform  the  commissioner,  in  justice 
to  him,  that  under  the  charter  he  is  not  required 
to  answer  any  questions  other  than  those  proposed 
by  the  City  Council,  unless  he  desires  to  do  so. 
I  thought  i  would  tell  the  commissioner  that,  in 
justice  to  him. 

Coun.  SMITH — ^Mr.  President,  as  I  say,  the 
Mayor  set  what  I  think  is  a  very  good  example 
of  answering  questions  allied  to  the  subject,  on 
the  same  subject,  although  not  specifically  asked  in 
the  order.  If  Mr.  Rourke  is  willing  to  do  the  same, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  ask  him  one  or  two  questions. 

Commissioner  ROURKE — Depends  on  what  the 
questions  are. 

Coun.  SMITH— I  shall  be  glad  to  put  them. 

Commissioner  ROURKE — I  am  willing  to  hear 
them. 

Coun.  SMITH— The  $300,000  which  the  Mayor 
allowed  to  be  appropriated  for  the  expense  of 
new  lighting  equipment  was  passed  a  year  and  a 
half  ago.  Since  then  how  many  clocks  or  auto- 
matic devices,  clocks  or  otherwise,  have  you  used 
in  testing  the  new  apparatus? 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order — that,  the  commissioner  having 
answered  the  question  it  is  not  in  order  for  the 
member  [from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Smith)  or  any 
other  member  to  interrogate  further  at  this  meet- 
ing. There  should  be  a  limit,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
this  kind  of  procedure.  I  think  the  interests  of  the 
city  are  better  protected  by  following  the  statutes. 
Under  the  charter  we  are  entitled  to  a  specific 
answer  to  a  specific  question  and  the  method  of 
procedure  is  clearly  outlined  and  should  be  fol- 
lowed. I  don't  think  we  should  turn  this  body 
into  a  police  court. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  may  I  be  heard 
on  the  point  of  order? 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
finished.  > 

President  ATTRIDGE— Coun.  Kenny  has  the 
floor. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  averse 
'to  having  brought  in  here  all  the  information 
tha;t  should  be  brought  in,  and  I  am  not  averse 
to  having  proper  questions  answered,  provided 
they  are  put  under  the  statute.  But  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  city's  business 
that  we  should  proceed  under  the  statute  in  an 
orderly  manner  and  adhere  to  it.  The  Legislature 
knew  exactly  what  it  wanted  to  do  when  it  passed 
the  statute.  ,  It  opened  the  door  to  investigation. 
At  every  meeting  questions  may  be  propounded 
and  answered  under  the  statute.  I  think,  for  the 
purpose  of  expediting  business,  that  it  is  better 
that  we  should  follow  the  proper  order  and  not  go 
into  the  character  of  cross-examination  we  had 
here  when  his  Honor  the  Mayor  appeared  a  few 
weeks  ago.  I  think  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  it. 
Therefore,  I  ask  for  a  ruling  on  my  point. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  think  that 
section  7  of  the  charter,  under  which  these  ques- 
tions are  asked,  is  ambiguous.  It  can  be  taken 
in  either  one  of  two  ways.  Either  the  Mayor  or 
his  representative  can  answer  questions  or  must 
answer  questions.  Either  construction  is  possible. 
The  Mayor,  when  this  question  first  came  up, 
when  this  authority  was  first  exercised  by  us, 
saw  fit  to  take  the  broad  interpretation,  which 
I  think  is  the  proper  one.  Certainly  it  leads  to 
the  greatest  understanding  between  the  Council 
and  the  Mayor,  and  I  should  request  you.  sir,  to 
bear  that  in  mind  in  your  ruling.  The  question 
is  open  to  either  construction. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  rules  that 
the  point  of  order  raised  by  Coun.  Kenny,  under 
section  7  of  the  amended  charter,  is  well  taken. 
The  section  is  very,  very  plain,  and  Coun.  Kenny's 
point  of  order  is  well  taken.  Mr.  Rourke  is 
excused. 

Commissioner  ROURKE — Thank  you. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  5.05  o'clock,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  KENNY,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  6.37  o'clock  p,  m. 


CITY   HALL   ANNEX   OFFICES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  M:ayor,  December  9,  1912 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  transferring  the  sum  of  $5,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  to  pay  for  the 
expenses  up  to  February  1,  1913,  of  engineering 
plans  for  the  locating  of  the  different  offices  in  the 
City  Hall  Annex. 

Respectfully, 
.loHN  F.  FiTZGEEALD,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  a  special  appropriation  to  be  expended  for  En- 
gineering Plans,  City  Hall  Annex. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  and  if  the  rule  is  suspended,  I  am 
going  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  order.  Ordinarily  I 
should  not  favor  a  proposition  of  this  character, 
but  we  have  certain  conditions  confronting  us. 
We  have  a  building  about  to  be  erected  which 
when  finished  will  represent  an  investment  of  over 
$2,000,000.  It  is  true  that  the  kind  of  service 
which  is  to  be  rendered  is  now  a  recognized 
specialty,  as  we  have  heard  this  afternoon  in 
connection  with  the  great  municipal  building  in 
New  York.  The  architects,  McKim,  Mead  & 
White,  in  connection  with  the  New  York  municipal 
building,  employed  this  same  geritleman,  Mr. 
Comfort,  to  do  this  very  kind  of  work  there,  as  it 
appears,  with  tremendous  success.  We  have  a 
proposition  on  our  hands  here  that  in  the  next 
year  or  year  and  a  half  means,  with  the  value  of 
the  land,  an  investment  of  $2,000,000,  and  this  is 
the  test  I  would  apply.  If  I  were  building  myself 
and  had  $2,000,000  invested  I  would,  rather  than 
run  the  chance  of  making  a  serious  mistake,  be 
glad  to  pay  for  expert  work  of  this  sort.  While  I 
will  not  say  that  I  subscribe  to  this  method,  still 
the  matter  is  open  to  explanation  and  we  have 
had  it  explained.  Taking  the  whole  proposition 
into  consideration,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  this 
money.  Perhaps  it  might  be  well  to  add,  to  make 
it  clear  on  the  record,  that  we  had  in  support  of 
the  proposition  the  Corporation  Counsel,  who 
advocated  it  with  a  great  deal  of  force,  Mr.  Kiley, 
the  real  estate  expert,  representing  the  Mayor's 
office,  Mr.  Comfort  and  the  architect  of  the 
building,  Mr.  Graham. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr,  President,  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass.  The  only  question  I  had  in  mind 
was  appro.ximately  the  cost  to  the  city.  As  I  un- 
derstood from  the  gentlemen  who  appeared  before 
the  committee  they  estimated  that  the  expense 
would  be  something  in  excess  of  $5,000.  So  the 
only  question  we  have  to  decide  is  this,  whether 
we  are  going  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  this  kind 
of  work.  In  my  opinion  it  is  a  new  type  of  specialty, 
and  I  believe  a  very  meritorious  one,  as  the  gentle- 
man has  just  said.  The  construction  of  the  build- 
ing is  going  to  cost  the  city  some  $800,000,  and  it 
seems  to  me  from  the  standpoint  of  economy  it 
would  be  wise  for  the  Council  to  pass  this  appro- 
priation now. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  in  order  to 
avoid  misunderstanding  hereafter  I  would  say 
that  we  had  suggestions  that  this  special  work 
would  probably  cost  in  the  vicinity  of  $9,000  or 
$10,000.  I  think  this  is  the  first  payment,  and 
before  Mr.  Comfort's  work  is  finished  it  may 
cost  $9,000  or  $10,000. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


SCHOOL   STADIUM,   FRANKLIN   FIELD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  am  sending  to  you  herewith  a  print  of  a  sketch 
for  a  school  stadium  in  Franklin  Field,  which  has 
been  submitted  to  me  by  the  Park  Department. 
Recently  I  was  compelled  to  seek  permission  from 
the  Boston  American  Baseball  League  for  the  use 
of  their  grounds  for  the  annual  game  between  the 
Boston  Latin  and  English  High  School  teams.    A 
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situation  like  this  is  not  edifying  and  I  think  that 
Boston  should  do  something  at  once  toward  the 
building  of  a  proper  football  field  to  be  used  by 
the  high  school  boys.  Inasmuch  as  a  stadium,  the 
sketch  of  which  is  submitted  herewith,  can  be  built 
for  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  dollars  I  ask 
that  the  City  Council  give  the  matter  earnest  con- 
sideration. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
(Annexed  was  sketch  referred  to.) 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Mrs.  William  H. 
Marden,  Jr.  (referred  to-day),  for  a  permit  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
356  Main  street.  Congress  Hall,  January  29, 
1913^that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  J.  White's  Sons 
(referred  to-day)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  288  Hanover  street,  Ward  6 — that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  November  25) 
for  construction  of  sidewalk  on  Market  street, 
Ward  25 — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  opinion  of 
Corporation  Counsel  (referred  to-day)  concerning 
the  power  of  the  City  Council  to  transfer  money 
from  the  Reserve  Fund — that  the  same  be  placed 
on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  and  communication 
placed  on  file. 

(5)  Report  on  petition  of  William  Hurwitz 
(referred  November  25)  for  license  to  sell  goods 
as  an  auctioneer  at  1G9-171  Portland  street — 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted;  petitioner  given  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

(G)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Com- 
missioner the  sum  of  $200,  said  sum  to  be  ex- 
pended, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Soldiers'  Relief,  by  said  commissioner — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  there 
be  paid  to  the  estate  of  W.  H.  Goodwin  S344,  said 
sum  being  for  payment  for  the  use  of  estate  on 
Carolina  avenue.  Ward  23,  for  the  year  1911 — 
tliat  the  order  ought  to  pa.ss. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  at  the 
request  of  the  councilor  from  Charlestown,  Coun. 
Buckley,  I  ask  that  this  be  laid  over  till  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

The  report  and  order  were  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communi- 
cation and  order  (referred  to-day)  authorizing 
the  transfer  of  $3,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to 
be  expended  for  the  purpo.se  of  carrying  out  the 
investigation  of  a  route  for  an  extension  of  the 
Dorchester  Timnel — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  a  most 
serious  question  from  a  public  standpoint  which 
Dorchester  has  to  meet  is  that  of  transportation. 
The  proposition  before  us  is  that  of  accepting  a 
legislative  act  offered  by  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature from  Dorchester  last  y^ar  which  provides 
that  $3,000  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Transit  Commissioners,  the  idea  being  merely  to 
investigate  as  to  the  best  route  from  Andrew 
square.  It  seems  to  me  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  many  thousands  of  people  of  Dorchester  that 
this  is  a  very  vital  question,  the  most  vital  and 
pressing  public  question  that  the  people  of  the 
section  have  to  meet.  I  trust  that  the  order  will 
be  passed  unanimously. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 


(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communi- 
cation and  order  (referred  November  18)  transfer- 
ring $2,784.85  from  appropriation  for  Castle  Island 
to  appropriation  for  Castle  Island  and  Marine 
Park — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(10)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  pre- 
ambles and  resolutions  (referred  to-day)  relative 
to  the  price  of  coal — that  the  preambles  and  reso- 
lutions ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  preambles  and  resolutions 
passed. 

(11)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation from  Building  Commissioner  (referred  to- 
day) concerning  dilapidated  buildings— recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  'That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
give  notice  in  writing  to  the  owners  of  the  dilapi- 
dated buildings  located,  respectively,  at  Nos. 
137,  139,  141,  145,  147,  149  West  Second  street, 
Ward  13;  No.  100  Water  street.  Ward  5;  No.  6 
Clinton  place,  Ward  4,  that  this  Council  will,  on 
Monday,  December  30,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  give  a 
hearing  in  each  case  on  the  question  of  adjudging 
such  buildings  a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood,  or 
dangerous,  at  which  time  any  parties  interested 
may  appear  and  be  heard. 

Report  accepted;  order  of  notice  passed. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHT,     SOUTH    BOSTON. 

Coun.  KENNV  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  locate  and  main- 
tain an  electric  light  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  O 
streets.  South  Boston. 

Passed. 


QUESTIONS   CONCERNING   STREET 
LIGHTING. 

President  ATTRIDGE,  for  Coun.  Smith,  offered 
an  order — That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  answer  the  following  questions  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  City  Council,  in  accordance  with 
section  7  of  the  city  charter,  viz.: 

1.  What  automatic  devices  have  been  tested 
.since  the  $300,000  was  appropriated  in  19117  And 
how  many  of  each? 

2.  How  many  automatic  devices  were  tested 
on  inverted  lamps? 

3.  How  many  automatic  devices  are  now 
installed? 

4.  Have  you  refused  to  test  any  automatic 
devices  that  were  offered  to  the  city  free  of  ex- 
pense, and  if  so,  why? 

5.  Why  do  you  not  requestjthat  the  Rising  Sun 
Lighting  Company  install  and  test  various  auto- 
matic devices    and  report,  the  result  to  the  city? 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


OPENING    OF   COURTHOUSE  PASSAGE. 

President  ATTRIDGE,  for  Coun.  Smith,  offered 
an  order — That  the  judges  of  ,the  Superior  Court, 
in  their  capacity  as  custodians  of  the  courthouse, 
be  requested  to  give  their  opinion  about  keeping 
the  courthouse  passage  from  Pemberton  square 
to  Ashburton  place  open  until  ten  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  with  proper  fences  erected  and  police 
protection. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  KENNY  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Adjourned,  at  6.54  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
December  16,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  16,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.. 
President   ATTRIDGE   in   the   chair.      Absent— 
Coun.  Coulthurst. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  law, 
the  Mayor  not  being  present,  viz.: 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court,  First 
Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January  6,  1913; 

Edward  J.  Fennessey,  Ward  17;  Edward  Maginn' 
Jr.,  Ward  1;  Jerome  L.  Kelly,  Ward  17;  Frank  A- 
Smith,  Ward  22;  Henry  Morris,  Jr.,  Ward  !'• 
John  E.  Heath,  Ward  5;  George  W.  Lord,  Ward  21 ; 
James  W.  McKenney,  Ward  25;  Timothy  Fox, 
Ward  23;  Thomas  J.  Lee,  Ward  22;  Charles  Foster, 
Ward  20;  George  H.  Fowle,  Ward  22;  Hayden 
Jones,  Ward  22;  John  M.  Duffy,  Ward  12;  Mark 
Sherwin,  Ward  20;  George  F.  Staples,  Ward  1; 
George  E.  Jones,  Ward  18;  Gerald  M.  Morrison, 
Ward  23;  Charles  H.  Shiebeler,  Ward  8;  Frederick 
W.  Russell,  Ward  23;  William  E.  MacGerigle, 
Ward  20;  Joseph  Colburn,  Ward  14;  Eugene 
Doherty,  Ward  20;  James  Donovan,  Ward  24; 
William  H.  Banks,  Ward  23;  Ernest  A.  Thrasher, 
Ward  23;  Charles  T.  Leary,  Ward  24;  Frank  J. 
Weymouth,  Ward  24;  Joseph  F.  Welsh,  Ward  18; 
William  H.  Shewbridge,  Ward  20;  John  E.  O'Brien, 
Ward  5;  H.  Warren  Spencer,  Ward  20;  John  Mora, 
Ward  13;  John  M.  Gillespie,  Ward  7;  Stephen  J. 
Kennedy,  Ward  17;  Howell  Fisher,  Ward  25; 
Joseph  F.  Cook,  Ward  2;  Philip  Kcsselman,  Ward  9; 
Matthew  T.  Raycraft,  Ward  24;  Patrick  Keown, 
Ward  23. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
fi,  1913: 

Frank  A.  Gaynor,  Ward  19;  John  Birmingham, 
Ward  3;  Harry  B.  Walsh,  Ward  15;  Frederick 
J.  Dempscy,  Ward  16;  Patrick  Daly,  Ward  8; 
Frederick  A.  Showalter,  Ward  10;  Lewis  Pennini, 
Ward  9;  Patrick  J.  Coan,  Ward  14;  Algernon 
H.  Lord,  Ward  17;  Matthew  F.  Fitzpatrick, 
Ward  16;  Thomas  J.  Butler,  Ward  18;  Blair 
Kinnear,  Ward  1;  Martin  Hook,  Jr.,  Ward  13; 
James  Smith,  Ward  24;  P'rank  Partsch,  Ward  24; 
Edward  W.  Raymond,  Ward  11;  Daniel  J.  Kelley, 
Ward  5;  Martin  A.  Carney,  Ward  15;  Lomer 
Lahaise,  Ward  22;  Clarence  C.  Minard,  Ward  21; 
William  L.  Cutting,  Ward  21;  Frank  H.  Parme- 
lee.  Ward  20;  James  H.  Raftery,  Ward  20;  Louis 
Biggi,  Ward  6;  Matthew  Murphy,  Ward  13; 
Patrick  J.  B.  Hines,  Ward  11;  John  H.  Connolly, 
Ward  26;  George  E.  Kinnear,  Ward  1;  Joseph  L. 
Dowd,  Ward  20;  Dudley  B.  Farwell,  Ward  11; 
John  F.  CuUen,  Ward  24;  James  J.  Martell,  Ward 
1;  John  Alphonso  Dwyer,  Ward  9;  John  Scully, 
Ward  22;  Michael  Keane,  Ward  8;  Winslow  H. 
Chadwick,  Ward  20;  Stephan  Raulbach,  Ward 
19;  Hervey  A.  Martin,  Ward  21;  Thomas  J. 
Ackland,  Ward  20;  Thomas  F.  H.  Sproules, 
Ward  19. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
6,  1913: 

John  W.  Long,  Ward  3;  .Joseph  M.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy,  Ward  19;  John  F.  Gorham,  Ward  6;  Jo.seph 
P.  Murphy,  Ward  18;  James  Connolly,  Ward  26; 
Samuel  Griffin,  Ward  6;  Charles  W.  Finlay,  Ward 
1;  John  Mullins,  Ward  12;  John  W.  O'Neill, 
Ward  21;  William  W.  Crawford,  Ward  24;  Fred- 
erick W.  H.  Kulkman,  Ward  22;  Jeremiah  F. 
Calden,  Ward  15;  Frederick  J.  McLaughlin,  Ward 
23;  John  C.  McCoubrey,  Ward  15;  Joseph  Dona- 
hue, Ward  25;  Arthur  J.  Page,  Ward  1;  Thomas 
F.  Mellen,  Ward  14;  Robert  Bell,  Ward  22;  James 
Carroll,  Ward  15;   Will  S.  Fuller,  Ward  25;   Francis 


P.  McNally,  Ward  22;  Peter  F.  Lamont,  Ward  20; 
Sumner  Jewett,  Ward  12;  John  Dearborn,  Ward 
11;  Michael  J.  McDonald,  Ward  24;  Thomas  J. 
Arnold,  Ward  15;  William  H.  Dorgan,  Ward  1; 
Henry  L.  May,  Ward  18;  Warren  G.  Veazie,  Ward 
16;  Harold  A.  Blackstone,  Ward  1;  WiUiam  H. 
Schuyler,  Ward  22;  John  F.  Kelley,  Ward  22; 
James  H.  McNamara,  Ward  20;  Arthur  F.  McKel- 
lar.  Ward  25;  George  F.  Tegan,  Ward  3;  Edwin 
M.  Walker,  Ward  24;  Edgar  H.  Coffin,  Ward  20; 
Joseph  Carroll,  Ward  18;  William  J.  Thomas, 
Ward  2;   Bernard  P.  Cummings,  Ward  3. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
6,  1913: 

John  J.  Killilea,  Ward  26;  Jacob  Helt,  Ward 
23;  Clifford  H.  Coffin,  Ward  24;  Joseph  S.  Bourne 
Ward  20;  Edwin  R.  Kidder,  Ward  20;  Henry  H 
Small,  Ward  9.;  J.  Howard  Butler,  Ward  20 
John  J.  Griffin,  Ward  13;  James  B.  Cushing 
Ward  1;  Henry  N.  Barrett,  Ward  20;  Edward  C 
Gramer,  Ward  21;  George  J.  McElroy,  Ward  21 
Irving  M.  Stone,  Ward  22;  William  F.  Watson 
Ward   15;  Frank  A.   Holbrook,   Ward  8;   Charles 

F.  Graham,  Ward  15;  Benjamin  T.  Tarbox, 
Ward  24;  James  Cromb,  Ward  9;  John  C.  Flynn, 
Ward  4;  Alexander  McCormack,  Ward  1;  James 
A.  McMahon,  Ward  26;  Lawrence  P"ay,  Ward  9; 
George  H.  Winans,  Ward  14;  Arthur  W.  Hill, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  Fagan,  Ward  25;  John  L.  Scanlon, 
Ward  21;  Herbert  A.  Watson,  Ward  24;  James  J. 
Coogan,  Ward  16;  Charles  W.  L.  Anderson,  Ward 
20;  James  M.  McNeil,  Ward  21;  John  P.  Ryan, 
Ward  23;  George  A.  Burrows,  Ward  1;  Herbert 
C.  Dias,  Ward  15;  William  E.  Curley,  Ward  18; 
George  R.  Crawford,  Ward  10;  Charles  Geary,  Ward 
2;  William  Duff,  Ward  20;  Edward  F.  Scheer, 
Ward  22;  George  Townsend,  Ward  21;  Oliver  J. 
Cromwell,  Ward  21. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  Second  Division,  to  appear  January 
6,  1913: 

James  F.  Henchey,  Ward  3;  Frank  W.  Gustaf- 
son.  Ward  18;    James  Norwood,  Ward  12;    Frank 

G.  Loring,  Ward  18;  Albert  B.  Archer,  Ward  5; 
Thomas  F.  Dearborn,  Ward  17;  Michael  O'Rourke, 
Ward  8;  Michael  A.  Crowley,  Ward  20;  Joseph 
Hauser,  Ward  19;  James  J.  Collins,  Ward  2; 
Merrill  I.  Atkins,  Ward  9;  Thomas  A.  O'Shea, 
Ward  1;  J.  Curtiss  Ellis,  Ward  12;  James  J. 
Connelly,  Ward  25;  Louis  W.  Kinney,  Ward  21; 
John  W.  Badger,  Ward  11;  Michael  Collins, 
Ward  5;  Newton  Edwards,  Ward  11;  Josiah  B. 
Millett,  Ward  11;  Ernest  L.  Tracy,  Ward  20; 
William  A.  Campbell,  Ward  12;  Michael  Shaugh- 
nessy.  Ward  19;  Louis  N.  Hornow,  Ward  22; 
Daniel  B.  Nash,  Ward  8;  Joseph  Moss,  Ward  22; 
Frank  W.  Bayley,  Ward  22;  John  Galvin,  Ward  15; 
John  J.  Sweeney,  Ward  24;  John  P.  Wall,  Ward  17; 
John  C.  Mahoney,  Ward  22;  Henry  F.  Rayner, 
Ward  11;  George  S.  T.  Bliss,  Ward  20;  Walter  A. 
Kennedy,  Ward  20;  Charles  P.  Washburn, 
Ward  11;  Jeremiah  J.  Murray,  Ward  14;  Joseph 
A.  McLaughlin,  Ward  3;  Frank  E.  Pugsley, 
Ward  23;  John  J.  McVey,  Ward  24;  Albert 
Carey,  Ward  14;   Arthur  S.  Hanson,  Ward  25. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
6,  1913: 

Ansil  G.  Arnold,  Ward  21;  Peter  M.  Stuart, 
Ward  24;  George  A.  Connolly,  Ward  20;  Joseph  V. 
Meisse,  Ward  20;  Ernest  G.  Brown,  Ward  25; 
William  M.  Dunn,  Ward  13;  William  H.  Snead, 
Ward  16;  James  Wynne,  Ward  17;  Herbert  H.  A. 
Hart,  Ward  9;  Fred  D.  Richmond,  Ward  12; 
John  P.  Martin,  Ward  10;  William  E.  Tyler, 
Ward  20;  Joseph  B.  McLean,  Ward  21;  John  F. 
Morse,  Ward  20;  George  F.  Tyner,  Ward  12; 
Norman  L.  Dickie,  Ward  22;  William  J.  Bri.ssenden, 
Ward  13;  Ernest  F.  Kehrhahn,  Ward  15;  William 
T.  Samp.son,  Ward  1;  Frederick  M.  Park,  Ward  4; 
Ernest  L.  Brown,  Ward  1;  Alfred  E.  Haines, 
Ward  11;  John  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  4;  Joseph  F. 
Lynch,  Ward  16;  Oscar  G.  Lee,  Ward  6;  Frank  H. 
Wyman,  Ward  25;  Louis  EUenbogen,  Ward  18; 
Michael  Moriarty,  Ward  7;  Frederick  P.  Wahlgren, 
Ward  23;  Joseph  C.  Dillon,  Ward  1;  George  R. 
Horsman,  Ward  24;  Guy  P.  Chase,  Ward  5;  Fred 
L.  Hill,  Ward  21;  Thomas  F.  Cain,  Ward  3; 
James  H.  Farrell,  Ward  20;  Frank  D.  Flood,  Ward 
19;  Oscar  H.  Newman,  Ward  22;  Everett  H. 
Sharp,  Ward  20;  George  F.  Crocker,  Ward  21; 
Michael  Morgan,  Ward  13. 


345 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixtli  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
0,  1913: 

John  F.  Lyons,  Ward  22;  Michael  Murphy, 
Ward  3;  Mark  V.  Bailey,  Ward  17;  Eugene  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  7;  William  H.  Kemp,  Ward  10; 
Pellegrino  Matorazzo,  Ward  6;  John  Glook, 
Ward  1;  Albert  M.  Wiley,  Ward  25;  Joseph 
Carey,  Ward  9;  John  H.  Leighton,  Ward  1; 
Edward  J.  Bruns,  Ward  21;  John  A.  Silva,  Ward  fi; 
George  F.  Smith,  Ward  23;  Joseph  C.  Carpenter, 
Ward  4;  William  J.  Somerville,  Ward  24;  Max 
Segal,  Ward  10;  William  Sullivan,  Ward  22; 
David  Shapiro,  Ward  8;  John  Fallon,  Ward  24; 
Ferdinand  Emerson,  Ward  11;  William  E.  Noyes, 
Ward  24;  Daniel  L.  McKinnon,  Ward  7;  William 
E.  Prescott,  Ward  9;  R.  Boak  Williams,  Ward  24; 
William  Fessenden,  Ward  20;  George  S.  Stockwell, 
Ward  10;  Frederick  W.  Pearson,  Ward  22;  Michael 
Maguire,  Ward  8;  Robert  Bruce,  Ward  23; 
Edgerton  V.  Norton,  Ward  1;  Alexander  H. 
Gray,  Ward  10;  Edward  S.  Locke,  Ward  20; 
Pasquale  De  Cristoforo,  Ward  6;  John  D.  Adams, 
Ward  11;   Thomas  J.  Rattigan,  Ward  17. 

Thirty-five  'traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
January  6,  1913: 

Robert  P.  Joy,  Ward  20;  Warren  G.  Holbrook, 
Ward  15;  George  C.  Lord,  Ward  16;  Henry  S. 
McGown,  Ward  12;  Thomas  Karney,  Ward  25; 
James  W.  Sullivan,  Ward  15;  Michael  Mullin, 
Ward  15;  William  M.  Robinson,  Ward  12;  William 
Remlinger,  Ward  14;  Charles  McCarthy,  Ward 
2;  Edward  M.  Snow,  Ward  18;  John  P.  Finn,  Ward 
1;  James  McKenna,  2d,  Ward  26;  Edward  P. 
Chandler,  Ward  20;  Michael  N.  Sullivan,  Ward  1; 
John  Bailey,  Ward  18;  Fred  E.  Pinkham,  Ward  1; 
Frank  C.  Heney,  Ward  11;  David  H.  Hunter, 
Ward  23;  Francis  L.  Trainor,  Ward  16;  George  E. 
Durbeck,  Ward  1;  Francis  J.  Kerrigan,  Ward  19; 
George  L.  Brigham,  Ward  21;  John  Bradley,  Ward 
16;  Christopher  Keaney,  Ward  6;  Frederick  W. 
Kraus,  Ward  23;  Joseph  A.  O'Regan,  Ward  19; 
Edward  F.  Rogers,  Ward  25;  Louis  Coates,  Ward 
10;  John  J.  Flynn,  Ward  21;  George  P.  Goehl, 
Ward  23;  Charles  Pratt  Harrington,  Ward  23; 
.Jeremiah  W.  Allen,  Ward  16;  Thomas  F.  Walsh, 
Ward  14;  Michael  J.  O'Donnell,  Ward  6. 


LAND   FOR   BRIDGE   DIVISION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  John  C.  Kiley,  the  real 
estate  expert  attached  to  this  office,  that  during 
the  past  summer  the  Bridge  Division  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  released  to  the  Board 
of  Health  a  lot  of  land  on  Dorchester  street,  near 
Broadway,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  con- 
venience station  in  that  vicinity.  The  division 
superintendent  of  the  Bridge  Department  released 
this  area  with  the  understanding  that  his  yard 
room,  which  was  diminished  by  the  area  taken 
for  the  convenience  station,  be  enlarged  by  the 
acquisition  of  about  2,204  square  feet  from  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad.  '  This  yard  is  occupied  for 
the  storage  of  materials  used  on  the  bridges 
and  as  it  is  conveniently  located  to  many  of  the 
bridges  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  have  more 
space. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  loan  order  appropriating  $5,000, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  and  the  superintendent 
of  the  Bridge  Division,  for  Acquiring  of  Land  on 
Dorchester  Avenue,  Extension  of  Yard  of  Bridge 
Division. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
($5,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  and  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Bridge  Division,  for  Acquiring  of  Land  on  Dor- 
chester Avenue,  Extension  of  Yard  of  Bridge 
Division,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  10,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  understand  that  plans  have  been  prepared  by 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Charles- 
gate  East  and  Charlesgate  West.  The  place  of 
the  proposed  improvement  was  visited  by  the 
members  of  your  honorable  body  a  few  weeks  ago 
and  I  understand  that  Mr.  Putnam,  the  engineer 
of  the  Park  Department,  will  appear  before  the 
City  Council  to  explain  this  improvement. 

I  am  sending  herewith  an  order  for  S85,000  to  be 
met  from  the  borrowing  capacity  of  the  city  should 
your  honorable  body  agree  with  the  Board  of  Park 
.Commissioners  that  this  improvement  should  be 
made. 

RespectfuUj-, 
John  F.  Fitzger.\ld,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eighty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($85,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  for  Improvement  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  between  Charlesgate  East 
and  Charlesgate  West,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  follomng  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  ■i-iz.: 

Claims. 

Peter  Saronovitch,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  at  151  Leveret^  street. 

Jeremiah  Kelly,  for  compensation  for  damage 
by  overflow  of  sewage  at  35  Lawrence  street, 
Charlestown. 

Charles  E.  Turner,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  while  employed  in  the  Ferry  Division  of 
the  Public  Works  Department. 

Stephen  O'Hare,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  being  knocked  down  by  fire  appa- 
ratus. 

Mary  E.  Reynolds,  executrix,  will  of  Bridget 
Reynolds,  to  be  paid  expense  of  repairing  drain 
at  23  Newark  street,  Roxbury. 

Fred  D.  Malaguti,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim 
on  account  of  an  accident  at  347  Congress  street. 

Williams  Brothers,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  premises  corner  Prospect  and  Chelsea  streets, 
by  a  leak  in  water  main. 

Richard  Minton,  to  be  paid  for  w-ork  done  on 
sewer  in  East  Boston. 

Ernest  H.  Bean,  for  compensation  for  clothing 
lost  at  an  institution. 

Esther  Bowen.for  compensation  for  injuries  and 
death  of  her  father  while  employed  in  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

Executive. 

Petitions  of  various  persons  for  permits  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
various  places  of  amusement,  viz.: 

Mabel  J.  Golden,  Vine  Street  Church  HaU, 
evening  of  February  3,  1912. 

Marguerite  M.  Scales,  Whiton  Hall,  evening 
of  January  9,  1913. 

Isadore  Kronstein,  Colonial  Theatre,  evening 
of  March  23,  1913. 

North  End  Jewelry  Store,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  362  Hanover  street,  Ward  6. 


COAL   AND   COIvE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the   Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments,  certified  copies  of  which 
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were  delivered  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission  on 
December  I'S,  1912,  viz.: 

James  A.  Gallivan,  Street  Commissioner. 

Matthew  J.  Mullen,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Placed  on  file. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  HEALTH  BOARD. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of  the 
Board  of  Healtli  as  follows: 

Dr.  F.  X.  Mahoney,  chairman;  Dr.  P.  H.  Mul- 
lowney,  commissioner;  Dr.  Francis  H.  Slack, 
permanent  secretary,  all  dating  from  August  1, 
1912. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice    was    received    of    the    appointment    of 
William  H.  Shannon,  D.  V.  M.,  as  Veterinarian. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSIT   COMMISSION   REPORT. 

The   Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of   the  Boston 
Transit  Commission  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


GOVERNOR'S   PROCLAMATIONS. 

Copies  of  Governor's  proclamations  were  re- 
ceived as  foUow.s: 

Announcing  ratifications  of  Fortieth  Amend- 
ment to  Constitution  concerning  corrupt  prac- 
tises in  elections. 

Announcing  ratification  of  Forty-First  Amend- 
ment to  Constitution  concerning  taxation  of 
forest  lands. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE    OF   GASOLENE. 

Notice  was  received  from  John  M.  E.  Morrill, 
certifying  that  he  occupied  building  at  15G  Centre 
street,  Ward  20,  for  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene 
and  of  intention  to  use  said  premises  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE   COMMISSION   REPORT, 
PARENTAL   SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  December  11,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has 
directed  me  to  send  you  the  inclosed  report  of 
Mr.  Emerson  on  the  plans  for  the  new  stable  at 
the  Parental  School,  in  accordance  with  your 
request  of  October  14,  1912. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  C.  L.  Dowling, 

Junior  Counsel. 

Boston,  November  2,  1912. 
To  the  Finance  Commission: 

Gentlemen, — In  the  matter  of  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  dated  October  14,  1912,  as  follows, 
"  Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  have  their  experts  report  on  the  pro- 
posed plan  for  new  stable  at  Parental  Home,  to- 
gether with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  for  suitable  build- 
ing," you  are  informed  that  before  the  passage  of 
this  order  tlie  City  Council,  on  September  9,  1912, 
passed  an  appropriation  of  .$7,000  for  the  erection 
of  the  proposed  stable.  As  regards  the  suitability 
of  the  building,  it  is  practically  a  duplicate  of  the 
present  stable  at  Rainsford  Island  and,  so  far  as  I 
can  determine,  from  my  knowledge  of  that  building 
and  an  examination  of  the  plans  of  the  proposed 
stable,  the  building  will  be  suitable  for  its  purpo.se 
at  the  Parental  School.  No  extravagant  or 
unnecessary  features  appear  in  the  design. 

As  competitive  bids  have  already  been  called 
for  on  the  construction  of  the  building,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  present  need  of  a  detailed 
estimate  by  the  Finance  Commission  imless  it 
should  appear  that  after  the  bids  have  been  sub- 
mitted there  has  been  collusion  between  the  con- 
tractors. 

The  stable  at  Rainsford  I.sland  was  built  in 
connection   with   other   work   necessitated   by   an 


incendiary  fire  at  the  island  on  March  20,  1900, 
and  I  cannot  determine  what  was  the  cost  of  the 
stable  alone.  The  contractor  who  built  the  stable 
states  that  according  to  his  recollection  the  cost 
was  $5,500.  Assuming  this  figure  to  be  correct,  it 
is  probable  that  the  increased  cost  of  labor  and 
materials  since  1900  will  bring  the  cost  of  the 
proposed  building  to  nearly  S7,000,  if  it  does  not 
exceed  that  amount. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Guy  C.  Emerson, 

Consulting  Engineer. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

A  payroll  was  received  from  W.  T.  A.  Fitz- 
gerald, Register  of  Deeds,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised 
Laws,  certifying  that  certain  persons  had  been 
employed  in  his  office  from  November  18  to  De- 
cember 16,  1912,  and  that  work  had  been  per- 
formed to  the  amount  of  S3, 852. 34. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
bu.sinesB,  No.  1,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  9,  of  Harold  A.  Bowman  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal,  a  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark 
and  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery, 
and  Mertel  J.  McGinnis  to  be  a  Measurer  of  Grain. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee, 
Coun.  Kenny  and  Collins.  Whole  number  of  bal- 
lots cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appointments  were  con- 
firmed. 


PAYMENT   FOR    USE   OF   ESTATE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  called  up  special  assign- 
ment, No.  2,  viz.: 

Ordered,  'That  there  be  paid  to  the  estate  of 
W.  H.  Goodwin  three  hundred  and  forty-four 
dollars  (.1344),  said  sum  being  for  payment  for  the 
use  of  the  estate  on  Carolina  avenue,  Ward  23,  for 
the  year  1911,  said  sum  being  the  amount  of  taxes 
levied  on  said  estate. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  Chairman,  I  move 
to  amend  that  order  by  adding  after  the  words 
"said  estate,"  at  the  end  of  the  order,  the  words 
"and  to  be  charged  to  the  Public  Grounds 
Department." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  declared  passed.  Coun.  BUCKLEY 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  1, 
Coun.  BUCKLEY  voting  nay. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  December. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SIDEWALK,   HARVARD   SQUARE,  ETC. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  Harvard  square  at  Hurd's  lane,  and  on  Main 
street  at  Hurd's  lane.  Ward  5,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be. 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   ZOO,   ETC. 

Coun.  SMITH,  for  the  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund,  submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor, 
communication  and  order  (referred  December    9) 
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for  appropriation  for  Zoological  Garden  and 
Aquarium — recommending  passage  in  following 
new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  balance  of  the  income  of 
the  Parkman  Fund  on  hand  this  year  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  and  added  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Zoological  Garden  and  Aquarium,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parkman  Fund  comprises  but  a  part 
of  the  membership  of  the  Council  and  the  other 
members  may  be  interested  in  getting  this  infor- 
mation, I  would  say  that  the  balance  is  about 
$8,000.  It  is  to  be  used  largely  for  the  Zoological 
Garden,  to  take  care  of  the  elk  which  the  govern- 
ment has  agreed  to  send  us  free  and  which  we  now 
need  the  money  for,  in  order  to  house  them  in 
the  spring. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


FLOODING    OF    PLAYGROUND,    EAST 
BOSTON. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Park  Commissioners,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  requested  to  flood  the  Orient  Heights 
Playground,  East  Boston,  for  skating  purposes. 

Passed. 


NOISE   NEAR  HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  HALE  offered  an  order — That  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  be  requested  to  take  up 
immediately  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Homeopathic  Hospital  the  question  of 
contriving  ways  and  means  whereby  the  noise  on 
the  streets  surrounding  the  hospital  can  be  lessened, 
and  report  forthwith  to  the  City  Council. 

Passed. 


NUMBER    OF    INCOMPLETE    SIDEWALKS. 

Coun.  HALE  offered  an  order — That  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  request  the  local  district 
heads  of  his  department  to  prepare  a  report  on 
streets  with  incomplete  sidewalks,  with  an  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  feet  of  sidewalk  to  be 
laid,  and  the  kind  of  sidewalk,  brick,  granolithic 
or  other  than  gravel  or  dirt  walk;  and  to  state 
the  particular  locations  in  each  district  where 
there  is  a  necessity  for  some  kind  of  sidewalks, 
and  submit  said  report  "to  the  City  Council. 

Passed. 


RETIREMENT   SYSTEM   FOR   CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  HALE  called  up  past  assignment.  No.  3, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  provisions  of  chapter  619 
of  the  Acts  of  1910,  entitled  "An  Act  to  Authorize 
the  Cities  and  Towns  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
Establish  Retirement  Systems  for  their  Em- 
ployees," as  amended  by  chapter  338  of  the 
Acts  of  1911,  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  accepted 
by  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
expecting  that  our  friend  from  Ward  11  (Coun. 
Hale)  would  have  something  to  say  in  support 
of  this  order,  and  have  been  waiting  for  it.  This 
is  a  matter  that  we  have  already  had  before  us, 
I  think,  during  two  different  years.  I  think  two 
years  ago  the  matter  first  came  up  in  this  form 
and  that  subsequently  it  came  up  again  in  the 
amended  form,  and  on  both  occasions  the  Council, 
with  the  exception  of  two  members,  voted  against 
the  adoption  of  the  bill.  I  don't  imagine  that  it 
is  necessary  for  us  to  go  into  any  prolonged  debate 
or  discussion  on  this  question.  It  has  already  been 
threshed  out  at  considerable  length.  Therefore, 
I  shall  be  quite  content  at  the  present  time  to 
register  my  vote  against  it.  I  presume-  that  is 
likewise  the  position  of  the  other  members  who 
at  that  time  voted  against  it.  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  we  should  change  our  position  upon  this 
matter;  no  arguments  have  been  presented  to  me, 
or  as  far  as  I  am  aware  to  the  other  members, 
which  would  warrant  the  changing  of  our  votes. 
Therefore,  I  trust  that  this  order  will  not  pass. 


Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  think,  although 
I  may  be  wrong, — I  am  not  absolutely  sure  of 
this, — that  this  question  only  came  up  once,  in 
regard  to  the  act  as  originally  passed.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  be  corrected  on  that.  Can  the  gentleman 
from  South  Boston  tell  me  definitely  whether  it 
did  come  up  in  its  amended  form.  I  was  not  here 
at  the  time.  I  know  I  did  not  vote  on  it  in  its 
amended  form. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President 

President  ATTRIDGE — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KENNY — To  answer  the  gentleman's 
question.  My  recollection  is  that  it  was  passed 
on  by  this  Board  twice;  that  along  in  the  month 
of  December,  two  years  ago,  the  Board  refused 
to  adopt  this  statute,  and  that  the  year  following, 
possibly  in  the  month  of  October  or  November, 
191 1 ,  we  took  the  same  action.  I  am  not  absolutely 
certain  as  to  the  first  instance,  but  that  is  my 
recollection 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
question  that  that  is  true,  if  the  gentleman  from 
South  Boston  says  it  came  up  twice.  I  voted 
for  the  original  bill  because  I  believed  in  it.  I 
believe  in  the  principle  of  a  contributory  pension 
system  and  I  believe  in  a  pension  sj-stem  for 
city  employees.  The  original  bill  the  Finance 
Commission  reported  on  and  showed  certain 
objections  to  and  the  bill  in  its  amended  form 
covered  most  of  those  objections.  I  don't  think 
the  objections  raised  by  the  Finance  Committee 
were  particularly  important,  but  they  were  cor- 
rected in  the  second  bill,  or  I  understand  that  most 
all  of  them  were  corrected.  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Kenny) 
that  there  is  no  particular  use  in  ha^dng  a  long 
debate  on  this  subject,  because  I  think  most  of  us 
have  made  up  our  minds  as  to  whether  we  believe 
in  pensions -for  city  employees,  and,  if  so,  whether 
we  believe  in  this  kind  of  pension.  I  am  ready 
to  vote  "yes"  on  this  at  any  time,  and  I  hope 
we  will  have  the  matter  put  to  a  vote  immediately. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  re- 
member very  well  this  matter  coming  before  the 
Council  for  the  first  time.  I  have  no  recollection 
of  any  second  action.  I  am  not  quite  clear  whether 
I  should  want  to  vote  for  or  against  this  until 
I  know  what  the  acts  are.  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  pensions  along  certain  lines,  but  the  act  in  its 
original  form  I  could  not  subscribe  to.  I  respect- 
fully ask  that  this  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  so  that  we  may  look  into  it. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


WAITING    ROOM,   GROVE   HALL. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order- That  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  locate  and  main- 
tain a  waiting  room  at  their  Grove  Hall  station 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  using  the 
car  lines  passing  this  point. 

Passed. 


BRIDGE,  MEDWAY  STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
a  new  bridge  be  constructed  as  early  as  possible  to 
replace  the  present  structure  over  the  tracks  of 
the  Milton  Branch  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad  at  Medway  street  and  Crest 
avenue.  Ward  24. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  State  Board  of  Railroad  Com- 
missioners bv  the  City  Clerk. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  those  who 
were  members  of  the  City  Council  of  1910  will 
remember  this  JNIedway  Street  Bridge  matter. 
My  associate  at  that  time,  the  late  Frederick  J. 
Brand,  was  very  active  in  his  advocacy  of  a  new- 
bridge.  The  difficulty  we  had  at  that  time  pre- 
vails now  —  namely,  that  it  is  a  private  way. 
The  way  in  which  the  citizens  there  tried  to  have 
the  problem  worked  out  was  to  have  a  legislative 
resolve  passed  and  then  d  hearing  ordered  by  the 
Railroad  Commissioners.  That  hearing  has  been 
held  and  it  now  looks  as  though  the  railroad  will 
join  with  the  city  in  establishing  a  new  bridge  over 
that  street.  This  is  a  matter  which  you  and  I, 
Mr.  President,  and  every  member  who  served  in 
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1910,  know  ought  to  l)c'  looked  after.  The  bridge 
is  very  unsafe.  It  is  dangerous  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment to  pass  over  it.  It  will  promote  the  growth 
of  this  little  district  back  of  tlie  chocolate  mills  in 
Milton  if  this  bridge  is  erected.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  resolutions  will  be  passed  unanimously. 
The  resolutions  were  passed. 


LOCKER  BUILDING,  ETC.,  ORCHARD 
PARK. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  provide  an 
appropriation  from  the  Parkman  Fund  of  $25,000 
for  the  renewal  of  the  old  bath  building  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  locker  building  and  con- 
venience station,  and  for  the  renovation  of  the 
soil   at   Orchard  Park. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  trust  that 
this  order  will  be  referred  to  an  appropriate  com- 
mittee. It  is  offered  simply  to  bring  the  question 
up  before  the  money  from  the  Parkman  Fund  is 
expended  for  the  coming  year.  You  will  remem- 
ber the  precedent  set  this  year  in  connection  with 
the  Parkman  Fund  was  to  spend  all  the  money 
before  they  got  any.  I  don't  suppose  it  is  limited 
to  the  year  in  which  they  are  to  receive  the  money; 
it  might  just  as  well  apply  to  two  years  hence  as 
to  one  year  hence  or  the  present  year.  So  long 
as  we  are  going  to  spend  money  before  we  get  it, 
I  suppose  there  will  be  a  scramble  for  money  to 
come  to  us  in  the  future,  and  this  is  frankly  a 
scramble  for  the  money.  I  believe  that  Orchard 
Park  needs  renovating  more  than  we  need  addi- 
tions to  the  Zoo  or  Aquarium.  I  believe  it  is 
vital  to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Ward  17. 
This  is  directly  opposite  a  school  and  is  in  a  district 
that  needs  playgrounds.  It  is  in  a  disgraceful 
condition  at  the  present  time.  Last  spring  I 
tried  to  get  the  825,000  necessary  for  this  out  of 
the  Parkman  Fund,  but  in.stead  the  committee 
appropriated  it  for  the  new  bird  cage  at  Franklin 
Park.  Eighty-five  thousand  dollars  was  appropri- 
ated for  that  purpose,  the  total,  I  think,  reaching 
$120,000  or  .$130,000  odd.  They  appropriated 
money  they  did  not  have  but  expected  to  have  in 
the  future.  I  hope  this  order  will  be  referred  to 
committee,  that  it  will  be  passed  on  by  committee, 
arid  that  the  Mayor,  early  in  the  coming  year, 
will  give  the  money  necessary  for  this  purpose. 
One  thing  more,  the  Parkman  Fund  year  ends 
December  31,  not  in  January,  as  does  the  rest  of 
the  fiscal  year  of  the  city.  In  .January  we  get 
almost  a  quarter  of  the  Parkman  money,  so  that 
between  the  31.st  of  December  and  the  incoming 
new  government  we  get  $52,000  from  the  Park- 
man  Fund.  This  .$52,000  has  been  virtually 
promised  to  the  Common,  to  the  Public  Grounds 
Department,  for  use  on  Boston  Common,  and  this 
order  does  not  refer  to  that  amount,  because  in 
good  faith  to  Mr.  Sullivan  I  shall  vote  that  that 
money  coming  in  in  January  shall  be  spent  for 
the  Common.  But  the  money  coming  from  the 
Parkman  Fund  after  January,  when  the  new  city 
government  comes  in  in  February,  I  think  should 
be  appropriated  from  the  fund  particularly  for 
Orchard  Park.     I  have  therefore  put  in  this  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parkman  Fund. 


CIVIL   SERVICE   FOR  ASSISTANT 
ASSESSORS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following. 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favor 
action  by  the  Legislature  which  would  place  the 
assistant  assessors  under  the  civil  service,  and  that 
the  Legislature  be  properly  notified  of  this  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  realize  the 
objection  that  may  be  raised  to  this,  that  there  is 
no  bill  before  the  Legislature  at  the  present  time. 
That  is,  of  course,  true.  Therefore,  I  hope  this 
order  will  be  referred  to  committee  to  be  acted  on 
later,  when  the  Legislature  is  in  .session.  It  may 
be  known  to  some  members  of  the  Council  that  a 
committee  of  the  Real  Estate  Exchange  has 
drafted  a  bill  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Legislature,  if  the  exchange  so  decides.  That  bill 
calls  for  extension  of  the  civil  .service  rules  to  the 
assistant  assessors  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Per- 
sonally I  believe  in  that  thoroughly.  The  bill, 
however,  is  not  before  the  Legislature  yet.  The 
order  may  be  considered  premature  by  the  mem- 


bers of  the  Council,  and  I  hope  it  will  simply  be 
referred  to  the  proper  committee  to  be  acted  upon 
at  the  proper  time. 

The   order  was  referred   to  the   Committee   on 
Legislative  Affairs. 


PROPERTY   ASSESSMENTS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  answer  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council,  under  Article  7,  the 
following  questions: 

Why  have  the  following  parcels  of  property  been 
assessed  at  a  lower  figure  than  their  .selling  prices: 

48  Canal  street,  assessed,  $300,000;  sold, 
$400,000. 

Franklin  street,  assessed,  $428,300;  sold, 
$550,000. 

61-67  Chaunoy  street,  assessed,  $372,000;  sold, 
$400,000. 

Avon  street,  assessed,  $77,500;  sold,  $125,000. 

Essex  street,  assessed,  $117,000;  sold,  $135,000. 

West  street,  assessed,  $341,500;  sold,  $030,000. 

Tremont  row,  assessed,  $447,000;  sold,  $567,000. 

Washington  street,  assessed,  $410,000;  sold, 
$630,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  4.14  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  KENNY,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  7.30  p.  m. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR    PUBLIC 
CELEBRATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  append  herewith  a  list  of  bills  outstanding  in 
connection  with  public  celebrations. 

Hugh  Cairns  Company $195  00 

Highland  Dress  Association 75  00 

F.  W.  Martin  Company "       49  00 

James  H.  Smyth 42  50 

Frank  B.  Conlin 38  70 

Bent  &  Bush 25  50 

J.  R.  Whipple  Company 20  00 

New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Company 15  01 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company,  9  20 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company. .  .  7  00 

S.  Arakelyan 6  50 

James  A.  Walsh 5  00 

Ina  A.  Keefe 3  40 

E.  B.  Mero 3  22 

J.  L.  Fairbanks  &  Co 2  50 

Gill  &  Co 75 

D'Avino's  Band 110  00 

John  F.  Dever,  Director 500  00 

Dorchester  Historical  Society 220  56 

New  England  Amateur  Rowing  Asso- 
ciation    491  88 

Printing  Department 393  16 

Printing  Department 63  09 

Field  Hospital,  M.  V.  M 60  00 

John  M.  Casey 14  72 


$2,351  69 


There  remains  of  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Celebrations  but  $351.69  at  the  present  time.  I 
recommend,  therefore,  a  transfer  of  two  thousand 
dollars  (.$2,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor,  Public 
Celebrations. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzqebald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  ($2,000)  from  the  Re.serve  Fund 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  Mayor, 
Public  Celebrations. 

The  rule  was  suspended  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS  and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas  6,  naysO. 
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CITY   COUNCIL. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Conn,  MoDONALD,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  of  variovis  persons 
(referred  to-day)  for  permits  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of 
amusement — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Mabel  J.  Golden,  Vine  Street  Church  Hall, 
evening  of  February  .3,  1913. 

Marguerite  M.  Scales,  Whiton  Hall,  evening  of 
January  9,   1913. 

Isadore  Kronstein,  Colonial  Theatre,  evening  of 
March  23,  1913. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  permits  granted  on 
usual   conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  North  End  Jewelry 
Store  (referred  to-day)  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  362  Hanover  street,  Ward  6 — that  permit 
be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Reports  on  orders  (referred  December  9) 
for  construction  of  sidewalks  on  various  streets — 
that  the  orders  ought  to  pass,  viz.: 

Bernard  street.  Ward  20. 
Evelyn  street.  Ward  24. 
Woolson  street.  Ward  24. 
Reports  accepted;  orders  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  December  9) 
establishing  a  Boston  Planning  Commission — 
recommending  reference  of  same  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(5)  Report  on  communication  from  Finance 
Commission  (referred  to-day)  relative  to  new 
stable  at  Parental  School — that  the  same  be  placed 
on  file. 

Report  accepted;  communication  placed  on  file. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  November  18)  transfer- 
ring $1,200  from  appropriation  for  Children's 
Institutions  Department,  Parental  School,  to  the 
appropriation  for  Children's  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, New  Barn,  Parental  School — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  pay  roll  of 
Register  of  Deeds  (referred  to-day)  recommending 
that  the  same  be  paid  to  the  amount  of  $3,852.34. 

Report  accepted:  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


CHANGES   IN   ASSESSMENTS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  answer  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council,  under  section  7, 
the  following  questions: 

1.  W"^hy  the  only  changes  in  assessed  values 
on  Pleasant  street  have  followed  exactly  the  line 
of  taking  as  laid  down  by  the  Street  Commissioners? 

2.  If  the  changes  in  assessment  were  justified 
along  the  line  of  taking  and  not  elsewhere  on  the 
'street,  why  was  the  property  owned  by  certain 
individuals  on  the  line  omitted  from  the  increases? 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  for  the  better 
information  of  the  Council  I  would  put  in  a  map 
on  this  subject  and  ask  Mr.  Leary  to  hold  it  before 
the  Council  so  that  they  can  see  it.  This,  I  may 
say,  is  the  Street  Commissioners'  map  on  the 
widening  of  Pleasant  street,  with  their  official  lines 
for  the  widening  of  the  street.  I  bring  this  up  in 
connection  with  assessments  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  assessors  have  been  at  some  length  to-da,y  to 
show  you  that  there  was  no  ground  for  criticism 
of  the  assessing  system  in  Boston.  I  have  been 
taken  to  task  somewhat  for  taking  special,  isolated 
cases.  I  have  taken  those  cases  purposely,  because 
I  did  not  want  to  be  thought  to  be  criticizing  an.v 
one  man.  But  since  the  criticism  has  been  made 
of  me,  I  will  take  concrete  lump  cases,  citing  first 
this  one  Pleasant  street  widening.  Of  cour.se,  it  is 
a  fact  that  in  taking  land  for  city  purposes  the 
authorities  cannot  pay  more  than  25  per  cent  in 
excess  of  the  assessed  valuation.  Therefore  in 
taking  land  there  is  some  incentive  to  have  the 
assessed  valuation  as  high  as  possible.  This  is 
the  Street  Commissioners'  map,  their  line  for  the 


taking  being  marked  in  red.  There  are  acting 
in  connection  with  the  properties  along  that  street 
two  assessors,  Mr.  Ireland  and  Mr.  Dilworth. 
No  changes  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Dilworth;  all 
changes  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Ireland.  All 
the  changes  that  have  been  made  have  been 
increases  in  assessments.  All  the  changes  that 
have  been  made  are  exactly  on  the  line  of  taking. 
Where  the  line  of  taking  shifts  the  other  side  of 
the  street  the  increases  in  assessment  shift  to  the 
other  side  of  the  street.  It  is  a  fact  that  not  all 
the  properties  affected  by  the  taking  have  been 
increased  in  value,  but  the  majority  of  them  have. 
The  exceptions  are  notable.  Those  that  have 
been  affected  by  increases  in  assessment  this  year, 
following  the  line  of  taking,  are  owned,  among 
other  people,  by  Martin  M.  Lomasney,  by  George 
F.  McGahey, —  sometimes  known  as  "Jumper" 
McGahey, — by  Frederick  C.  Bowditch,  who  is 
represented  by  those  three  properties  [pointing] 
and  who  has  been  represented  throughout  this 
matter  by  Daniel  J.  Kiley  as  attorney,  by  Jacob 
Tarplin,  who  may  or  may  not  own  absolutely  for 
himself,  by  William  A.  MiUer,  by  William  B.  Rice, 
and  last  by  Mayor  Fitzgerald's  brother,  James  T. 
Fitzgerald.  I  say  the  circumstance  is  verj^ 
curious:  I  go  no  farther.  I  do  not  say  that  there 
is  any  collusion  in  this,  that  there  is  any  wrong 
.motive  behind  it.  I  do  say  it  is  a  severe  criticism 
on  the  assessing  system  of  Boston  that  such  a 
result  should  be  worked  out,  and  I  say  that  the 
assessors  have  an  added  burden  in  proving  their 
assessing  system  to  be  perfect,  when  such  condi- 
tions as  these  result.  'Those  who  own  properties 
that  have  not  been  affected,  although  on  the  line 
of  taking  are  notable,  also.  Among  them  are  two 
women.  Wh.v  they  should  be  excepted  I  do  not 
know.  Perhaps  the  most  notable  exception  is 
Charles  E.  Cotting.  Here,  you  see  [pointing],  is 
the  Street  Commissioners'  line  of  taking.  Here 
you  see  Mr.  Ireland's  increase  in  assessments, 
running  straight  along  until  you  get  to  Mr.  Cot- 
ting's  property.  There  there  is  no  increase  in 
assessments.  There  is  no  increase  in  assessment 
on  Edward  L.  Bartlett's  property,  either,  and 
there  is  no  increase  in  assessment  on  Katherine 
Haynes'  property  over  here  on  the  line  of  taking. 
They  jumped  her  property  and  went  on  to  the 
others  and  increased  the  assessments  there. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  [pointing  to  map] — Was  this 
increased,  also? 

Coun.  SMITH — All  these  lots  were  increased 
along  here,  as  indicated  bv  the  tags  on  the  map. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President.  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  how  the  assessors  arrive  at 
their  figures  when  they  are  taking  property,  if 
they  take  them  according  to  the  assessed  valua- 
tion of  any  one  year? 

Coun.  SMITH — I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  the 
assessors  arrive  at  these  values.  There  is  no 
difference  on  either  side  of  the  street,  no  difference 
in  the  betterment  arising  from  the  taking.  This 
side  benefits  as  much  by  the  widening  of  Pleasant 
street  as  this  side.  If  I  am  wrong  in  that  state- 
ment there,  I  must  be  right  down  here,  because  the 
line  of  taking  shifts  to  the  other  side  of  the  street. 
If  one  side  is  benefited  and  the  other  not,  you 
would  have  to  reverse  it  down  here.  So  I  am  free 
to  confess  that  I  don't  know  how  the  assessors 
arrive  at  their  values. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — The  gentleman  does  not 
answer  my  question.  What  I  would  like  to  know- 
is  this,  whether  the  assessors,  in  getting  their 
figures,  go  according  to  the  valuation  for  any  one 
year,  or  whether  they  take  the  valuation  for  a 
number  of  years  and  divide  it  in  order  to  arrive 
at  a  fair  figure;  whether  or  not  the  valuation 
covering  a  number  of  years  or  that  for  one  year 
would  be  taken  as  a  basis? 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  sure 
that  I  understand  the  question.  I  have  stated 
tliat  I  don't  know  how  the  assessors  arrive  at  their 
valuation,  whether  on  the  basis  of  one  .vear,  three 
years  or  five  years.  But,  taking  this  property  in 
here,  the  valuations  have  remained  constant  for  a 
number  of  ^■cars. 

Coun.  Bl'CKLEY — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  when  those  increases  were  made? 

Coun.  SMITH — Those  increa.ses  indicated  on  the 
map,  following  the  line  of  taking,  have  all  been 
made  since  the  money  was  appropriated  by  this 
body  for  the  widening  of  Pleasant  street.  They 
are  all  increases  for  1912,  as  indicated  exactly  on 
the  tags  in  front  of  the  properties.  I  do  not  intend 
to  detain  the  Council  longer  on  this  point. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DECEMBER    16,    1912. 


350 


PROTECTION     FOR    PARK    PASSENGERS. 

Coun.  SMITH,  for  Coun.  Hale,  offered  an  ordei- — 
That  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide .suitable  .safeguards  on  the  line  of  the  Charles 
river  near  the  Cambridgeport  Bridge  for  the  .safety 
of  foot  pa.ssengers,  as  there  are  no  guard  rails  or 
other  protection  at  that  location. 

Passed. 


COMMITTEE   ON   BUILDING   LIMITS. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  desires  to 
appoint  the  special  committee  to  con.sider  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  communicMions  from  the  Mayor 


and  Fire  Connni.ssioner  and  the  ordinance  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  December  9 
in  relation  to  the  building  limits.  The  committee 
is  as  follows:  Coun.  McDonald,  Smith  and  Attridge. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  KENNY  moved  a  reconsideration  on  all 
business  transacted  at  the  meeting,  hoping  that 
the  same  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 


Adjourned,  at  7.42  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  KENNY,  to  meet  on  Friday,  December  27, 
at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Friday,  December  27,  1912. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President   ATTRIDGE    in    the    chair.     Absent— 
Coun.  Coulthurst. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 
Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  law  (the 
Mayor  being  present),  viz.: 

Twenty-two  grand  juror.'i,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  January  6,  1913: 

Robert  W.  Hill,  Ward  9;  Lawrence  O'Leary, 
Ward  13;  WiUiam  I.  Foster,  Ward  26;  Paul  E. 
Parsons,  Ward  4;  Moris  Freedman,  Ward  6; 
James  H.  Wilson,  Ward  3;  John  H.  Killilae,  Ward 
5;  Thomas  F.  Dolan,  Ward  26;  Louis  C.  Ayers, 
Ward  22;  Carl  A.  Carlson,  Ward  23;  William  D. 
Donovan,  Ward  14;  Cecil  M.  Caverly,  Ward  11; 
Charles  A.  Davis,  Ward  20;  John  A.  Johnson, 
Ward  16;  Edward  F.  Hughes,  Ward  24;  Walter 
H.  Wilkins,  Ward  21;  Nathaniel  B.  Dodge,  Ward 
20;  Merton  D.  Phclan,  Ward  20;  John  R.  Forgie, 
Ward  16;  John  W.  Purssell,  Ward  24;  Otis  M. 
Stevens,  Ward  21;  William  C.  Burnham,  Ward  23. 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  January  8,  1913: 

Harry  J.  Russell,  Ward  12;  Edward  C.  Burdett, 
Ward  10;  George  F.  Nagel,  Ward  10;  Edward  J. 
Vogel,  Ward  26;  John  T.  Burke,  Ward  10;  Henry 
A.  Welch,  Ward  8;  John  J.  Fanning,  Ward  25; 
Michael  F.  Murphy,  Ward  15;  Antony  C.  Ham- 
mond, Ward  8;  Frederic  V.  Ditmars,  Ward  20; 
Patrick  J.  Doherty,  Ward  19;  Everett  E.  Hapgood, 
Ward  25;  Benjamin  F.  Himmel,  Ward  22;  John 
E.  Carey,  Ward  14;  Jacob  C.  Levy,  Ward  25; 
Charles  A.  Brigham,  Ward  20;  Benjamin  J. 
Graham,  Ward  1;  Syver  C.  Dahl,  Ward  17; 
John  F.  Rooney,  Ward  26;  Thomas  W.  Holmes, 
Ward  8;  George  M.  Neth,  Ward  19;  Frank  Cook, 
Ward  19;  Michael  Casey,  Ward  19;'  John  F. 
McMahon,  Ward  20;  Patrick  J.  Clancy,  Ward  15; 
Anders  F.  T.  Anderson,  Ward  20;  Robert  Walker, 
Ward  9;  Edward  L.  Hopkins,  Ward  14;  Paul  A. 
Zeigler,  Ward  22;  Joseph  B.  Donovan,  Ward  3; 
Richard  J.  Flinn,  Ward  23;  Simon  Collins,  Ward  2; 
Charles  F.  Riley,  Ward  16;  Wilham  A.  Fitzgerald, 
Ward  24;  John  B.  McManus,  Ward  23;  Harris 
Robinowitz,  Ward  9;  Dennis  A.  O'Neil,  Ward  2; 
Charles  A.  Bowman,  Ward  24;  George  W.  Harlow, 
Ward  17;  Llewellyn  S.  Bolton,  Ward  25;  John 
Canty,  Ward  13. 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  January  8,  1913 

Mark  T.  Cunniff,  Ward  22;  Joseph  F.  Woief, 
Ward  19;  Robert  E.  Blair,  Ward  15;  Joseph  F 
Kelley,  Ward  16;  Jacob  Wyman,  Ward  16;  Hugo 
Jahn,  Ward  12;  Guy  C.  Rosemere,  Ward  16 
Charles  A.  Ellis,  Ward  11;  Fred  M.  Drisko,  Ward 
24;  William  T.  Clarkson,  Ward  20;  Thomas  P 
Farrell,  Ward  24;  Jacob  J.  Coates,  Ward  8 
David  F.  Burns,  Ward  20;  Nicholas  M.  Supple, 
Ward  2;  John  Dunglinson,  Ward  2;  William  T, 
Glidden,  Ward  25;  William  R.  Claflin,  Ward  20 
David  W.  Downing,  Ward  13;  Freeman  O.  Emer- 
son, Ward  12;  James  P.  Murphv,  Ward  24 
Walter  H.  Wise,  Ward  22;  Walter  D.  Shanahan 
Ward  20;  Owen  McDermott,  Ward  26;  William 
A.  Cropper,  Ward  22;  Frank  G.  Ham,  Ward  12 
George  B.  Web.ster,  Ward  25;  WiUiam  V.  Tripp, 
Ward  20;  Eugene  F.  Brady,  Ward  14;  James  A 
Punch,  Ward  12;  Archie  L.  Whettemore,  Ward  24 
Edward  H.  Fairfield,  Ward  20;  Fred"  L.  Blackmer 
Ward  23;  Thomas  W.  Kenefick,  Jr.,  Ward  4 
Eliot  E.  Sayward,  Ward  16;  William  H.  Fox 
Ward  12;  Thomas  M.  Kenefick,  Ward  3;  Albert 
C.  Freeman,  Ward  7;  Denis  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  13. 
Patrick  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  5;  Harry  E.  Moore, 
Ward  12;  James  W.  Lawson,  Ward  24. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 
The  f611owing  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  26,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body 
I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

Weighers  of  Coal,  Leslie  Kierstead  (68  Bellevue 
street,  Ward  20),  Benjamin  F.  Appleby  (9  Robin- 
wood  avenue,  Ward  22),  David  Miller  (242  Paris 
street.  Ward  1). 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark,  Benjamin  F. 
Appleby  (9  Robinwood  avenue.  Ward  22). 

Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw, 
Charles  Seely  (18  Dell  street,  Spmerville,  Mass.). 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,   Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


DILAPIDATED   BUILDINGS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  26,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Building  Commissioner,  under  date  of  December 
21,  1912,  calling  attention  to  dilapidated  buildings 
at  4  Paris  place.  Ward  2;  544  Main  street,  Ward 
4;  4,  5  Hall  place.  Ward  6;  1010  Washington 
street,  Ward  9;  24  East  Dedham  street.  Ward  9; 
42  Middlesex  street.  Ward  9;  39  O  street.  Ward 
14;  15  Burke  street.  Ward  18;  20  Harold  street, 
Ward  21;  1750  Centre  street.  Ward  23,  and  South 
Munroe  terrace.  Ward  24. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  December  21,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, —  The  following-named  dilapidated  buildings 
I  refer  to  you  for  such  action  as  seems  desirable 
under  provisions  of  sections  1  to  5,  chapter  101, 
and  sections  67  to  69,  chapter  75,  of  the  Revised 
Laws; 

4  Paris  place,  rear.  Ward  2,  Congregation  Beth 
David,  2  Paris  place.  Notice  served  July  12,  1912; 
second  inspection  December  16,  1912. 

544  Main  street,  rear.  Ward  4,  John  H.  Cauley, 
124  Bedford  street.  Notice  served  July  11,  1912; 
second  inspection  December  13,  1912. 

4,  5  Hall  place.  Ward  6,  W.  W.  Partridge,  581 
Broadway,  Everett.  Notice  served  June  12,  1912; 
second  inspection  December  13,  1912. 

1010  Washington  street.  Ward  9,  Samuel  and 
Bernard  G.  Richards,  care  of  Salmon  Sirk,  Young's 
Hotel.  Notice  served  June  5,  1912;  second  in- 
spection, December  13,  1912. 

24  East  Dedham  street.  Ward  9,  Alice  G. 
Thomas,  care  of  E.  T.  Redmond  &  Co.,  85  Devon- 
shire street.  Notice  served  June  10,  1912;  second 
inspection  December  13,  1912. 

42  Middlesex  street.  Ward  9,  John  I.  London, 
30  Highgate  street,  Brighton.  Notice  served 
June  21,  1912;  second  inspection  December  13, 
1912. 

39  O  street,  Ward  14,  John  J.  and  Edward  S. 
Dixon,  98  Atlantic  avenue.  Notice  served  May  27, 
1912;    second  inspection  December  12,  1912. 

15  Burke  street.  Ward  18,  Mrs.  John  Sheehan, 
Brown  avenue,  corner  Ashland  street.  Notice 
served  June  8,  1912;  second  inspection  December 
13,  1912. 

20  Harold  street.  Ward  21,  John  Wolf,  Jr.,  21 
Essex  avenue.  Notice  served  May  31,  1912; 
second  inspection  December  13,  1912. 

1750  Centre  street,  rear.  Ward  23,  Albert  Whitte- 
more,  1750  Centre  street.  Notice  served  April 
13,  1912;    second  inspection  December  16,  1912. 

South    Munroe    terrace.    Ward    24,    George    A. 
Richards,  Somerville,  Mass.     Notice  served  April 
11,  1912;    second  inspection  December  13,  1912. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 

Building  Commissioner. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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APPROPRIATION     FOR     CHARLESTOWN 
BATH    HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Itecember  26,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  in  which  he 
states  that  the  work  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Ward  3  building,  corner  of  Bunker  Hill  and 
Lexington  streets,  Charlestown,  has  been  com- 
pleted, but  before  the  building  can  be  used  as  a 
gymnasium  the  furnishings  and  gymnasium 
apparatus  must  be  provided. 

I    recommend,    therefore,    a   transfer   of   83,800 
from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to  be  added  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Bath  House,  Charlestown. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerai^d,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 
December  19,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  The  work  of  reconstruction  of  the 
Ward  3  building,  corner  of  Bunker  Hill  and  Lexing- 
ton streets,  Charlestown,  has  been  completed  and 
a  cork  tile  flooring  has  been  laid  on  the  running 
track  of  the  gymnasium,  but  before  the  building 
can  be  used  as  a  gymnasium,  the  furnishings, 
gymnasium  apparatus,  etc.,  must  be  provided, 
and  for  this  purpose  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $3,800  will  be  required  to  be  added  to  the  present 
appropriation. 

•    Yours  respectfully, 
M.  J.  Fish, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  (S3, 800)  from  the 
Reserve  Fund,  to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for 
Bath  House,  Charlestown. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


READING   ROOM,   FANEUIL. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
communication  from  the  chairman  of  the  library 
Trustees,  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  establish- 
ing a  reading  room  in  Faneuil.  The  chairnian 
estimates  the  expense  of  establishing  a  reading 
room  in  this  section  and  maintaining  it  for  one 
year  at  about  $5,000,  with  an  expense  of  about 
$2,500  annually  for  the  future.  He  states  that  if 
the  City  Council  will  appropriate  the  sum  referred 
to  above,  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  will 
cause  the  reading  room  to  be  opened  as  soon  as 
suitable  accommodations  can  be  procured.  I 
respectfully  request  an  expression  of  opinion  from 
your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Boston  Public  Library,  December  21,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — ^In  response  to  your  request  and  also  in 
compliance  with  a  petition  of  citizens,  and  an 
order  of  the  City  Council,  we  make  the  following 
statement  with  regard  to  the  possibility  of  estab- 
lishing a  reading  room  in  that  part  of  Boston 
known  as  Oak  Square,  or   sometimes  as  Faneuil. 

This  district  covers  about  300  acres,  of  which 
about  one-half  is  built  upon.  It  lies  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Charles  river,  near  the  Newton  line. 
There  is  a  railway  station  on  the  northern  border 
of  the  district,  and  Oak  Square,  about  half  a  mile 
to  the  south,  is  the  terminus  of  the  Faneuil  elec- 
tric car  line  through  Brighton  center.  Oak  Square 
is  the  business  center  of  the  district  and  is  about 
seven-eighths  of  a  mile  from  the  Brighton  Branch 
of  the  PubUc  Library.  The  chief  residential 
section  lies  north  of  Oak  Square,  extending  from 
Oak  Square  to  the  railroad  bordering  the  Charles 
river.  Communication  between  the  district  and 
the  branch  in  Brighton  is  not  very  direct,  and 
it  requires  considerable  walking   to   Oak  Square, 


whence  cars  are  taken  to  the  Brighton  Branch. 
There  is  a  short  distance  from  where  one  leaves 
the  oars  to  the  Brighton  Branch,  but  this  must 
be  traveled  by  all  persons  using  the  branch.  This 
district  is  a  section  by  itself,  with  its  business 
center  at  Oak  Square.  The  estimated  population 
of  the  entire  territory  is  2,775,  and  it  is  growing 
by  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  There  are  two 
manufacturing  estabUshments  employing  about 
200  persons.  There  are  two  school  buildings 
in  the  district,  oneat  Oa_k  Square  and  one  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  district  on  Hobart  street. 
Both  are  primary  schools  and  part  of  the  Bennett 
School  district,  of  which  the  Grammar  School 
building  is  opposite  the  Brighton  Branch,  by 
which  branch  all  these  schools  are  served  at  the 
present  time.  The  number  of  pupils  in  these 
primary  schools  is  about  300.  The  compact 
part  of  the  district  includes  about  578  houses 
and  approximately  650  families.  The  district 
seems  likely  to  increase  considerably  in  the  near 
future.  New  rooms  have  been  added  to  the 
present  school  buildings,  and  the  city  has  built 
a  new  fire  station,  and  the  stores  in  the  Oak 
Square  neigliborhood  have  increased  in  number 
with  the  growth  of  the  population. 

The  expense  of  establishing  a  reading  room  in 
this  locality  and  maintaining  it  for  one  year  would 
be  substantially  S5,000,  dependent  somewhat  upon 
what  we  should  be  obliged  to  pay  for  rent.  After 
the  appropriation  for  establishing  a  reading  room 
and  running  it  for  one  year  was  exhausted,  the 
expense,  say  $2,500  annually  for  the  future,  would 
be  borne  by  the  general  appropriation  for  the 
library,  which  is  now  large  and  constantly  in- 
creasing by  reason  of  factors  over  which  the 
trustees  have  no  control.  The  librarj-  appro- 
priations for  the  last  four  years  have  been  as 
follows : 

1909 $335,200  00 

1910 351,978  00 

1911 : 3.55,200  00 

1912 367,165  00 

and  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year  which  have 
already  been  submitted  to  your  Honor  amount  to 
$391,996.  all  of  which  is  necessary  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  library  system  as  it  now  is. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  every  new 
reading  room  established  is  an  excuse  for  further 
application  to  open  others.     If  in  view  of  these 
facts  and  upon  considering  all  the  circumstances 
the  City  Council  shall  appropriate  the  sum  above 
named    for  this   reading   room,   the   trustees   will 
cause  it  to  be  opened  as  soon  as  suitable  accommo- 
dations can  be  procured  for  it. 
Respectfully, 
The  Thustees  of  the  Public  Library 
OF  THE  City  or  Boston, 

by  J.  H.  Benton,  President. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Branch  Libraries. 


WIDENING   OF  OTTER   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  26,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  received 
from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in  reply 
to  the  following  order  passed  by  your  honorable 
body  at  its  meeting  of  November  IS,  1912: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be 
requested  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  taking 
land  on  either  side  of  Otter  street,  Ward  11,  for 
the  purpose  of  widening  the  street,  but  not  in  any 
way  interfering  with  the  main  buildings  occupying 
lots  either  side,  and  also  the  probable  cost. " 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.4.ld,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

December  24,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  inclosed  order  of  the 
City  Council,  requesting  a  report  on  the  expediency 
of  taking  land  on  either  side  of  Otter  street.  Ward 
11,  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  street,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to 
say  that  the  said  taking  would  involve  an  expendi- 
ture of  about  $60,000.    This  figure  is  based  upon  a 
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street  60  feet  wide.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
public  convenience  and  necessity  would  not  seem 
to  warrant  the  expenditure  of  this  amount  for 
the  widening  of  Otter  street. 

Respectfully, 
J.  J.  O'Callagh.^^n,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING,  SOUTH  END. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy 
of  the  resolutions  pa.ssed  at  the  regular  meeting 
of  the  Cathedral  Young  Men's  Catholic  Associa- 
tion, in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  municipal 
building  in  the  South  End. 

E,espectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Cathedral  Young  Men's  Catholic  Association, 
62-66  Union  Park  Street,  Boston. 

Whereas,  At  a  district  meeting  of  the  downtown 
wards,  held  before  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
members  of  the  City  Council,  at  City  Hall,  on 
February  14,  1910,  it  was  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  city  officials  that  one  of  the  immediate, 
practicable  and  feasible  needs  of  the  South  End 
district  was  the  establishment  of  a  municipal 
building,  and 

Whereas,  It  was  suggested  at  that  time  that 
such  a  building  should  include  a  large  district 
gymnasium  and  a  large  hall  for  public  meetings, 
and  that  it  should  be  suitably  located  in  the  South 
End,  and 

Whereas,  Our  association  recognizes  that  the 
need  for  such  a  building  still  exists,  and 

Whereas,  Our  organization,  the  Cathedral 
Young  Men's  Catholic  Association,  is  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  South  End  and  promotion  of  its 
best  interests,  and 

Whereas,  There  is  now  an  order  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  of  the  City  Council  providing 
for  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  study,  and  for  plans  and  estimates  for 
such  a  municipal  building  as  the  district  requires. 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Cathedral  Young  Men's 
Catholic  Association  heartily  favors  the  adoption 
of  such  an  order,  and  hereby  instructs  its  secretary, 
in  the  name  of  and  in  behalf  of  the  Association,  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  and  a  copy  to  each  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  of  the  City  Council,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  thanks  to 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  for  tlie  consideration  which  they  have 
given  in  the  past  to  the  needs  of  our  district  and  to 
the  needs  of  the  city  as  a  whole. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The    following    petitions    were    recived    and 
referred  to  the  conimittees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Margaret  and  James  McDermott,  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  at  138-140  D  street.  South 
Boston,  by  a  break  in  water  main. 

George  J.  Blasser,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  estate  18  Leon  street,  Roxbury. 

William  H.  Whitten,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  drain  at  16  Woodside  avenue,  Ward  22. 

Royal  S.  Wharton,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  for  a  defect  in  Cleveland  street, 
Hyde  Park. 

Bridget  Barrett,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Maverick  street. 

Delbert  E.  Chamberlain,  for  a  hearing  on  his 
claim  on  account  of  personal  injuries. 

Carmela  M.  Macaluso,  trustee,  to  be  repaid 
expense  of  repairing  sewer  at  4-0  Hollander 
street,  Roxbury. 

Edward  H.  Carr,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  the  bursting  of  a  water  pipe  of  a 
chemical  engine. 

J.  R.  McPcake,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 


Stephen  O'Hare,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  being  run  into  by  an  automobile 
of  the  Fire  Department. 

Hilton  Express  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damages  caused  by  a  defect  in  highway  at  79 
Wa.shington  Street  North. 

M.  Ginsburg,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
1  Lawrence  park,  Dorchester,  by  blasting. 

Michael  J.  Martin,  to  be  paid  for  damages  at 
1069  Tremont  street,  by  break  in  water  main. 


HOURS   FOR   CITY   EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk, 

December  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Section  42  of  chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1909 
provides  that  eight  hours  shall  constitute  a  day's 
work  for  all  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics 
who  are  employed  by  a  city  which,  by  a  vote 
taken  by  ballot  at  an  annual  election,  accepts 
the  provisions  of  said  section.  It  also  provides 
that  if  a  petition  for  such  vote,  signed  by  one 
hundred  or  more  registered  voters  of  a  city,  is 
filed  with  the  City  Clerk  thirty  or  more  days 
before  an  annual  election,  such  vote  shall  be 
taken  at  such  election.  On  December  5,  1912, 
the  accompanying  petition  for  a  vote  under  the 
provisions  of  said  section  42  was  filed  with  me, 
which  petition  has  been  certified  by  the  Election 
Commissioners  as  containing  the  names  of  more 
than  one  hundred  registered  voters  of  this  city. 

Although  the  City  of  Boston  has  accepted  the 
provisions  of  an  earlier  statute  on  the  same  sub- 
ject (chapter  344  of  the  Acts  of  1899),  it  seems 
from  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel 
hereto  annexed  that  it  is  advisable  to  have  the 
question  included  in  the  call  for  the  coming 
municipal  election. 

Respectfully, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 

(Annexed  was  petition  signed  by  Patrick 
Broderick  and  many  others.) 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  November  29,  1912. 
Hon.  James  Donovan,  City  Clerk: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  and  considered  your  let- 
ter of  to-day  asking  my  opinion  whether  the  ques- 
tion of  accepting  section  42  of  chapter  514  of  the 
Acts  of  1909  should  be  placed  upon  the  ballot  for 
the  next  municipal  election,  a  petition  to  that 
effect  having  been  filed  with  you  as  City  Clerk. 

In  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  .Attorney-General 
of  the  Commonwealth  that  the  City  of  Boston  has 
not  specifically  accepted  this  section,  although  the 
City  of  Boston  has  accepted  chapter  344  of 
the  Acts  of  1899,  making  eight  hours  a  day's 
work  for  city  or  town  employees,  I  can  see  no 
objection  to  bringing  the  matter  before  the  voters 
at  the  next  municipal  election  and  to  placing  the 
question  of  the  acceptance  of  section  42  of  chapter 
514  of  the  Acts  of  1909  upon  the  ballot,  provided 
the  petition  requesting  the  same  is  in  due  and  legal 
form. 

Yours  truly, 

Joseph  J.  Cobbett, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   ELECTION. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That 
meetings  of  the  male  citizens  of  this  city  qualified 
to  vote  for  city  offices  be  held  in  the  several  polling 
places  designated  for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners,  on  Tuesday,  the  four- 
teenth day  of  January,  1913,  to  give  in  their  votes 
for  three  members  of  the  City  Council  and  for  one 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  and  also  to  give 
in  their  votes  "Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to  the 
following  questions: 

Shall  the  provisions  of  section  42  of  chapter  514 
of  the  Acts  of  1909,  providing  that  eight  hours 
shall  constitute  a  day's  work  for  all  laborers, 
workmen  and  mechanics  employed  by  the  city,  be 
accepted? 

Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  in  this  city? 

Also  that  meetings  of  the  female  citizens  of  this 
city  qualified  to  vote  for  School  Committee  be 
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held  on  the  same  day  and  in  the  same  places,  to 
give  in  their  votes  for  one  member  of  the  School 
Committee. 

The  polls  at  said  meetings  shall  be  opened  at 
six  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
give  notice  of  said  meetings  by  advertising  the 
same  as  required  by  law. 

Passed. 


SALARY   OF   JAMES   H.   KNIGHT. 
The  following  was  received: 

Municipal  Criminal  Court, 

Court  House,  Boston, 

December  18,  1912. 
Mr.  James  Donovan, 

City  Clerk  of  the  City  of  Boston: 
You  are  hereby  notified  that,  under  the  provisions 
of  Revised  Laws,  chapter  217,  section  92,  as 
amended  by  chapter  479,  laws  of  1910,  the  com- 
pensation of  James  H.  Knight,  a  male  assistant 
probation  ofl&cer  of  this  court,  appointed  this 
eighteenth  day  of  December,  has  been  fixed  by  the 
justices  of  this  court  at  $2,000  per  year,  to  be 
approved  by  the  County  Commissioners. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Fred  C.  Ingalls, 
Clerk  of  said  Court. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
William  F.  Swain. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  persons  certifying  that  the  following  named 
buildings  were  occupied  by  them  for  the  storage  of 
explosives,  and  of  intention  to  use  said  locations 
for  -the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

William  H.  Taft,  58  Murdock  street.  Ward  25. 

Charles  Wainwright,  Minot  street,  near  Fred- 
erika  street. 

W.  A.  Naylor,  2  Schuyler  street,  Roxbury. 

Armstrong  Transfer  Express  Company,  Troy 
and  Albany  streets. 

John  Collier  (formerly  Bernard  H.  Wickes), 
1233  Columbus  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  approving  of  the  appointments  of 
James  A.  Gallivan  as  Street  Commissioner  and 
Matthew  J.  Mullen  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Placed  on  file. 


COAL  AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  were  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  hearing  on  Thursday,  December 
26,  at  10.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  West  End  Street 
Railway  Company  for  approval  of  410th  and  411th 
locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  of  cost  Of  constructing 
sidewalks  with  granite  edgestones  on  Westerly 
street.  Ward  22;  Edge  Hill  street,  Ward  22; 
Walden  street.  Ward  22;  Cedar  street,  Watd  19; 
Crawford  street  and  Walnut  avenue,  Ward  21 — 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  that  the 
persons  named  in  the  accompanying  schedule  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the  sum  set 
against  their  respective  names,  as  their  propor- 


tional parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks 
with  edgestones  in  front  of  their  estates  on  the 
streets  named,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ordered  to 
be  certified  and  notice  given  to  the  parties  as 
aforesaid,  the  amount  being  $3,411.62. 
The  order  was  passed. 


WIDENING    OF    PLEASANT    STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

December  18,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  respect- 
fully submits  herewith  a  report  on  the  proposed 
widening  of  Pleasant  street. 

Chapter  591  of  the  Acts  of  1911  provides  that 
the  Street  Commissioners,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor,  may  widen  and  construct  Pleasant 
street  from  Washington  street  to  Eliot  street  at 
Park  square;  that,  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred, 
the  City  Treasurer  shall  issue  and  sell  bonds  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  $900,000,  which  bonds  shall 
not  be  reckoned  in  determining  the  statutory 
limit  of  indebtedness  of  the  city;  and  that  the  act 
shall  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council. 

The  act  was  not  approved  by  the  Governor,  but, 
under  Part  II,  chapter  1,  Article  2,  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  Massachusetts,  it  has  the  force  of  law, 
as  it  was  not  returned  to  the  Legislature  with  the 
Governor's  objections  thereto  within  five  days 
after  it  was  presented  to  him.  The  act  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Council  on  November  13,  1911, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  November  14,  1911, 
on  which  latter  date  it  became  effective  according 
to  its  terms. 

The  Street  Commissioners  have  made  a  plan 
showing  the  Une  of  the  proposed  taking  of  property 
for  the  purposes  of  the  widening  and  have  heard 
statements  of  abutters  as  to  the  value  of  their 
property,  but  no  formal  taking  has  5^et  been  made; 
and  though  the  issue  of  the  bonds  pro-iaded  for 
by  the  act  has  been  authorized,  the  bonds  have 
not  yet  been  issued. 

The  chief  reason  urged  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill  introduced  by  the  Mayor  for  the  widening  of 
Pleasant  street  (House  Bill  720)  was  that  better 
street  railway  transportation  would  be  pro\'ided 
between  South  Boston  and  the  city  proper  by  the 
establishment  of  a  street  railway  route  through 
Pleasant  street  from  Washington  street,  opposite 
Broadway  extension,  to  Park  square.  Thus  the 
Mayor,  in  a  message  to  the  City  Council,  dated 
September  29,  1911,  said,  "With  Pleasant  street, 
now  a  narrow  and  crooked  thoroughfare,  widened 
to  a  width  of  sixty  feet,  easy  connections  could  be 
made  between  South  Boston  and  the  business  dis- 
trict through  the  subway,  as  well  as  with  the  West 
End,  Cambridge  and  the  Back  Bay."  (City 
Council  Minutes.  1911,  page  363.) 

This  reason  seems  to  have  failed.  Under  sec- 
tion 2  of  the  act  it  was  provided  that  a  street 
railway  location  on  Pleasant  street  could  be  applied 
for  within  six  months  after  the  act  took  effect, 
and  granted  upon  the  terms  named  in  the  said 
section.  Under  section  3  of  the  act  a  location 
could  be  granted  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
six  months,  but  not  until  after  the  assessments 
of  the  betterments  on  the  estates  benefited  by  the 
widening,  and  then  only  on  the  payment  by  the 
street  railway  company  to  the  city  of  a  sum  which 
bears  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  cost  of 
construction  that  is  borne  by  the  width  of  the 
location  to  the  total  width  of  the  .street  as  widened. 
Under  section  4  it  was  provided  that  if  no  appli- 
cation for  a  location  were  made  within  six  months 
after  the  acceptance  of  the  act  the  Street  Com- 
missioners should,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
six  months,  determine  the  width  of  the  street  and 
lay  out  and  construct  the  same;  and  if  the  width 
so  determined  should  include  space  for  one  or  more 
tracks  of  a  street  railway  company,  that  fact 
should  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  together  with  their  estimate  of 
the  cost  to  the  city  of  the  construction  of  that 
part  of  the  street  which  pro%dded  space  for  the 
street  railway  location. 

The  object  of  these  pro'S'isions  was  to  procure 
the  filing  of  an  application  for  a  street  railway 
location  as  quickly  as  possible,  so  that  the  width 
of  the  street  could  be  determined  and  the  street 
laid  out  and  constructed  accordingly.  It  was 
intended  that  the  terms  upon  which  the  location 
should  be  granted  would  be  more  favorable  to  the 
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railway  company  if  the  location  were  applied  for 
within  six  months  after  the  acceptance  of  the  act; 
and  less  favorable  if  such  application  were  delayed 
until  after  the  said  six  months  had  expired  and 
the  width  of  the  street  had  been  determined.  No 
application  for  a  location,  however,  was  filed  by 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  or  by 
any  other  street  railway  company,  within  six 
months  after  the  acceptance  of  the  act;  nor  has 
any  such  application  been  filed  since.  At  a  con- 
ference between  the  president  and  the  counsel  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  and  the 
Finance  Commission,  the  president  stated  that 
the  company  had  no  intention  of  applying  for  a 
location  through  Pleasant  street,  and  that  it  was 
highly  unlikely  that  the  company  would  ever 
apply  for  such  a  location  under  the  terms  of  the 
act.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  improved  street 
railway  tran.sportation  from  South  Boston,  which 
was  urged  as  the  principal  reason  for  the  passage 
of  the  legislation,  will  not  be  obtained  as  a  result 
of  the  act. 

The  commission,  on  December  13,  1912,  received 
a  report  from  Francis  R.  Bangs,  Esq.,  who 
was  engaged  by  the  commission  as  a  real  estate 
expert  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  probable 
cost  of  the  property  to  be  taken  and  the'  benefits, 
both  general  and  special,  to  be  derived  therefrom. 
He  states  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  total  damages 
to  land  and  buildings  amount  to  $484,034,  but 
that  the  damages,  if  assessed  by  a  jury,  for  reasons 
mentioned  in  his  report,  will  probably  amount  to 
approximately  .$600,000.  He  also  estimates  that 
the  betterments  actually  collected  by  the  city 
will  not  exceed  .$100,000,  though  a  larger  sum  may 
be  assessed.  On  the  basis  of  his  estimates  the 
net  cost  to  the  city  would  be  $560,000,  including 
$60,000  for  construction.  As  the  benefits  to 
property  on  the  street  remaining  after  the  taking 
will,  in  his  opinion,  be  slight,  and  as  he  thinks 
the  advantages  to  the  general  public  will  also  be 
slight,  he  concludes  that,  "if  the  city  widens 
Pleasant  street  at  the  present  time  it  will  spend  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  very  little  advantage." 

There  seems  to  the  commission  grave  danger 
that  the  cost  to  the  city  may  greatly  exceed  these 
estimates.  As  the  chief  reason  for  the  widening 
has  failed,  it  seems  to  the  commission  advisable 
to  fix  a  limit  of  cost  for  the  undertaking.  Unless 
the  Street  Commissioners  are  able  to  satisfy  the 
Mayor  that  the  net  cost  to  the  city,  including 
construction,  shall  not  exceed  $600,000,  the  project 
should  be  abandoned.  The  commission  believes 
that  after  making  full  allowance  for  improved 
means  of  team  and  passenger  traffic  the  improve- 
ment will  not  be  worth  more  than  this  amount  at 
the  outside,  and  that  the  city  could  obtain  greater 
advantages  by  spending  this  sum  on  other  improve- 
ments. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Finance  Commission, 
by  John  A.  Sulliv.vn, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


COMMUNICATIONS   CONCERNING 
ASSESSORS. 
The  following  were  received; 

Boston,  December  27,  1912. 
Mr.  John  J.  Attridge. 

President  of  City  Council: 
Dear  Sir, — We  understand  that  3,  radical  change 
in  the  methods  employed  in  assessing  taxes  on 
real  estate  in  the  City  of  Boston  is  in  contempla- 
tion. As  owners  of  real  estate  and  large  tax- 
payers we  feel  that  the  present  burden  of  taxation 
on  downtown  real  estate  is  now  so  heavy  that  no 
change  should  be  made  which  will  increase  the 
burdgn,  and  especially  that  any  radical  change 
such  as  that  in  contemplation  should  not  be  made 
hastily  but  only  after  the  most  thorough  and 
searching  inquiry  as  to  its  effect  in  other  cities, 
and  its  applicability  with  success  to  property  in 
Boston. 

Very  truly  yours, 
R.  H.  White  Company, 
by  G.  B.  Johnson,  Treasurer. 

Boston,  December  27,  1912. 
Mr.  Jt)hn  J.  Attridge, 

President  of  City  Council: 
Dear  Sir, — A  letter  signed  by  Earnest  E.  Smith 
and  dated  December  23  relative  to  a  change  in 
the  method  of  assessing  has  come  to  our  attention. 


As  large  taxpayers  we    respectively  urge   that 
before    any    recommendations    are    made    or    any 
action   taken  in   this   matter,   that  it  receive  the 
most  careful  investigation  and  consideration. 
Respectfully, 

Henby  Siegel  Company, 

per  J.  E.  Pridday. 

Boston,  December  27,  1912. 
Boston  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — We  have  been  informed  that  you 
are  to  consider  a  change  in  the  method  of  assessing 
real  estate  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  unit  plan  for  determining  the  assessable 
value  of  real  estate  we  believe  is  not  widely  under- 
stood and  might  be  so  radical  in  its  application 
and  so  difficult  to  adjust  to  Boston  real  estate  and 
business  conditions,  that  we  would  suggest  that 
great  care  and  consideration  be  given  this  ques- 
tion before  any  definite  conclusion  involving  a 
change  be  decided. 

We  are  also  informed  that  the  method  would 
cost  the  City  of  Boston  many  thousands  of  dollars 
more  annually  than  at  the  present  time. 

We  would  respectfully  request  that  no  definite 
action  be  taken  on   this  matter   until  the  fullest 
information    has    been    given,    showing    that    the 
city's  best  interests  would  be  enlarged. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Meyer  Jonasson  &  Co., 
N.  J.  Meehan. 

Boston,  December  26,  1912. 
Mr.  John  J.  Attridge, 

President  of  City  Council: 
Dear    Sir, — We    are    advised    that    there    is    at 
present  under  consideration  a  very  radical  differ- 
ence in  the  method  used  of  assessing  taxes  on  real 
estate  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  present  burden  of  taxation  is  already  so 
great  that,  as  large  taxpayers,  we  feel  that  no 
decided  change  should  be  made  which  will  increase 
the  taxation  without  long  and  serious  considera- 
tion as  to  its  success  in  other  large  cities,  and 
whether  or  not  it  is  applicable  to  property  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Shepabd,  Norwell  Company, 

John  Shepard,  Jr.,  President. 


Boston,  December  27,  1912. 
Boston  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — We  understand  that  the  question 
of  a  change  in  the  method  of  assessing  real  estate 
in  the  City  of  Boston  is  about  to  be  taken  up  by 
your  honorable  body. 

This  matter  is  of  vital  import  to  the  business 
interests  and  commercial  welfare  of  the  city.  The 
Black  plan  for  fixing  assessable  value  of  real  estate 
is  new,  and  would  be  so  radical  in  its  application, 
and  so  hard  to  adjust  to  Boston  real  estate  and 
business  conditions,  that  it  seems  to  me  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  the  greatest  care  should  be 
taken  before  any  definite  conclusion  be  reached. 

The  question  also  of  the  cost  of  doing  the  work 
under  the  new  method  should  be  considered.  We 
hope  that  no  action  will  be  taken  in  this  matter 
until  it  is  clear  that  the  city's  best  interests  will  be 
improved,  and  a  saving  obtained  in  the  work  of  the 
department  affected. 

Very  respectfully, 
Hallet  &  Davis  Piano  Company, 

E.  E.  Conway,  Secretary. 

Boston,  December  27,  1912. 
Mr.  John  J.  Attridge, 

President  of  City  Council: 
Dear  Sir, — Before  any  new  system  of  assessment 
is    considered,    we    think    the    same    should    bear 
closest  scrutiny  as  to  whether  it  is  to  the  benefit 
of  the  citizens  or  not. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  L.  Levering, 

Manager. 

Boston,  December  27,  1912. 
Mr.  John  J.  Attridge, 

President  of  City  Council: 
Dear  Sir, — As  les.sees  of  the  Park  Theater  we 
desire  to  object  to  any  hurried  change  in  the 
present  form  of  assessing  valuations  of  real  estate 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  It  would  seem  to  us  that 
adequate  time  should  be  given,  and  by  the  best 
experts  of  the  most  approved  systems,  before  any 


356 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


change    should    be    adopted.     We    consider    the 
Boston  system   of  assessing  fairer  to   the  taxpayer 
than  any  other  city  in  the  United  States,  where 
we  are  owners  or  leaseholders  of  real  estate. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Chakles  Fkohman,  Rich  &  Haheis, 
Charles  J.  Rich, 

Resident  Manager. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Ernest  H.  Bean  (referred  December  16)  for  com- 
pensation for  clothing  lost  at  House  of  Correction, 
Deer  Island — recommending  thfe  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Ernest  H.  Bean  the  sum  of  eighty-five  dollars  for 
compensation  for  loss  of  clothing  at  House  of 
Correction,  Deer  Island,  November  22,  1912, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
County  of  Suffolk,  Penal  Institutions  Department, 
House  of  Correction. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  case 
where  a  man  was  sentenced  to  the  island  for  about 
two  years.  When  he  went  down  there  he  had  a 
brand  new  overcoat  and  a  brand  new  suit  of  clothes 
which  he  valued  at  the  amount  stated.  The  com- 
mittee wishes  the  order  passed  in  order  to  reim- 
burse him  for  the  clothes,  which  could  not 
afterwards  be  found.    They  mysteriously  vanished. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HALE,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  a  report  on  proposed  ordinances  (re- 
ferred December  16)  establishing  a  Boston  Plan- 
ning Commission — recommending  reference  of 
same  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.3.5  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  HALE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  6.46  p.  m. 


BRANCH   LIBRARIES. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Branch 
Libraries,  submitted  a  report  on  order  (referred 
March  2.5)  for  establishment  of  delivery  station 
and  reading  room  at  or  near  Andrew  square. 
South  Boston,  and  the  message  of  the  Mayor 
(referred  to-day)  relative  to  reading  room  in 
Faneuil  section,  Ward  25  —  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  recommend  the  transfer  of  $5,000  for  Delivery 
Station  and  Reading  Room  at  Andrew  Square, 
South  Boston,  and  transfer  of  $5,000  for  Delivery 
Station  and  Reading  Room,  Faneuil,  Brighton. 

Coun.  COLLINS — ^Mr.  President,  there  is  now 
before  the  Council  an  order  passed  favorably  upon 
by  the  Committee  on  Branch  Libraries,  contem- 
plating a  request  upon  his  Honor  the  ilayor  to 
send  to  this  Council  first  an  appropriation  of  So, 000 
for  branch  library  in  Andrew  square.  South  Bos- 
ton, and,  second,  an  appropriation  of  S5,000  for 
a  branch  library  in  Faneuil.  A  few  months  ago 
the  councilor  from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Kenny) 
offered  an  order  requesting  the  City  Council  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  calling  the  attention  of 
his  Honor,  as  well  as  of  the  Library  Trustees,  to 
the  fact  that  a  branch  library  station  was  needed 
in  this  Andrew  square  district.  As  a  result  a  hear- 
ing was  given  by  the  Committee  on  Branch  Li- 
braries to  business  men  and  others  of  the  district, 
and  as  a  result  a  communication  was  sent  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Library  Trustees  asking  from  him 
the  data  concerning  such  a  station.  He,  in  pur- 
suance of  that  communication,  sent  a  letter  to  the 


Mayor  and  also  to  the  City  Council.  In  short, 
Mr.  President,  we  are  in  favor  of  asking  the  Mayor 
to  send  to  the  Council  an  appropriation  of  55,000 
for  a  branch  library  in  Andrew  square.  This  is  a 
section  of  the  city  which  is  sometimes  considered 
to  be  in  South  Boston,  sometimes  in  Dorchester. 
Some  years  ago  they  had  a  branch  library  situated 
in  Andrew  square,  but,  as  was  evidenced  by  the 
testimony  of  some  citizens,  the  location  was  not 
desirable.  But  the  committee  believe  that  if  a 
location  is  established  in  some  desirable  place  near 
at  hand  it  would  attract  school  children,  as  well 
as  something  like  18,000  people  in  that  immediate 
vicinity.  At  present  the  nearest  branch  library 
station  is  on  Broadway,  something  like  a  mile 
distant  from  the  place  where  this  proposed  station 
would  be  located.  The  second  provision  in  the 
order  calls  for  a  transfer  of  $5,000  to  be  used  for 
the  location  of  a  branch  library  in  the  Faneuil 
section  of  Brighton.  That  is  a  very  rapidly  grow- 
ing section  of  the  community  and  has  been  fast 
built  up  in  recent  years.  It  is  growing  very 
rapidlj'  at  the  present  time.  Your  committee  is 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  a  branch  library 
should  be  located  there,  at  an  expenditure  of  some- 
thing like  $5,000.  Consequently,  the  committee 
recommends  that  $5,000  be  appropriated  for  that 
purpose.  After  these  branch  libraries  are  once 
located  the  cost  of  maintenance  w-ill  probably 
run  to  about  $500  for  each  station.  The  Committee 
on  Branch  Libraries  hopes  that  the  Council  will 
pass  unanimously  the  order  recommended  by  the 
committee. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  at  this  late 
hour  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the  Council  by 
discussing  this  order  any  further.  The  facts  have 
been  very  fully  covered  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  presented  the  order  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Branch  Libraries.  The  subject  matter 
itself,  as  embodied  in  the  order,  has  been  pending 
in  one  form  or  another  before  this  Council  for 
almost  a  year.  The  section  of  South  Boston 
which  will  be  served  by  this  library  is  a  distinct 
and  separate  section,  bordering  on  Dorchester, 
where  there  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  20,000 
people.  They  have  no  hbrary  facilities  whatever, 
unless  they  have  recourse  to  the  principal  library 
over  a  mile  distant,  at  the  corner  of  E  street  and 
Broadway.  They  are  obliged  to  travel  through 
Dorchester  street  to  Broadway,  and  down  Broad- 
way to  E  street.  It  is  true  that  there  was  a  small 
branch  station  situated  in  this  section  some  years 
ago,  but  it  was  in  the  basement  of  a  schoolhouse 
and  was  not  a  place  which  then  seemed  to  be 
accessible.  It  was  not  upon  an  open  thoroughfare. 
People  who  wanted  books  had  to  go  and  find  it. 
There  has  been  a  constant  and  general  agitation 
in  that  part  of  the  city  for  this  branch  library. 
As  I  have  already  said,  I  do  not  desire  to  detain 
the  Council  further  at  this  time,  but  shall  be  very 
glad  indeed  to  record  my  vote  in  favor  of  the 
order  as  reported. 

Report  accepted:  order  passed. 


CHANGES   IN  ASSESSING   SYSTEM. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the 
President  of  this  body  appoint  a  special  conmiittee 
of  three  from  among  the  members  whose  terms 
extend  over  this  year  to  consult  the  Mayor,  Cor- 
portition  Counsel  and  the  assessors,  as  well  as 
public  bodies  and  to  recommend  by  March  1, 
1913,  at  the  latest,  changes  in  the  assessing  of 
real  estate. 

1.  That  the  assistant  assessors  be  placed  under 
civil  service. 

2.  Prohibit  and  penalize  by  ordinance  any 
member  of  the  .Assessing  Department  who  writes, 
citiier  directly-  or  indirectly,  any  form  of  insurance 
on  real  estate  within  his  district. 

3.  Collect  taxes  in  two  payments  each  year — 
spring  and  fall. 

4.  -Assign  sufficient  number  of  members  of 
the  department  to  assess  personal  property  only. 

5.  By  statute,  require  that  in  order  for  a  deed 
to  be  recorded  it  must  be  accompanied  by  an 
affidavit  setting  forth  the  actual  consideration  for 
the  transfer  of  the  real  estate.  These  affidavits 
to  be  turned  over  to  the  local  assessors  each  week. 

6.  Abolish  poll  tax  by  statute — or,  if  the  police 
are  to  continue  making  the  voting  list,  have  that 
department  collect  the  poll  taxes. 

7.  Adopt  the  unit  of  v.alue  for  real  estate 
assessing  with  tables  to  suit,  similar  to  that  used 
in  New  York  and  many  other  large  cities. 
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8.  Sell  charts  for  25  cents  each,  printed  as  a 
supplement  to  the  Cily  Record,  showing  sepa- 
rately the  assessing  districts,  and  having  the 
streets  marked  with  the  value  of  the  abutting 
properties  in  terms  of  the  unit  adopted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  mes.sage  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  to-day)  concerning  dilapidated 
buildings  at  various  locations — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following; 

.  Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  give 
notice  in  writing  to  the  owners  of  the  dilapidated 
buildings  located,  respectively,  at  4  Paris  place, 
Ward  2;  ,'544  Main  street.  Ward  4;  4-5B  Hall  place. 
Ward  6;  1010  Washington  street.  Ward  9;  24  East 
Dedham  street.  Ward  9;  42  Middlesex  street, 
Ward  9;  39  O  street.  Ward  14;  15  Burke  street. 
Ward  18;  20  Harold  street.  Ward  21;  1750  Centre 
street.  Ward  23;  South  Munroe  terrace.  Ward  24; 
that  this  Council  will,  on  Monday,  January  13, 
1913,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  give  a  hearing  in  each 
case  on  the  question  of  adjudging  such  buildings  a 
nuisance  to  the  neighborhood,  or  dangerous,  at 
which  time  any  parties  interested  may  appear  and 
be  heard. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  November  25)  concerning  the 
establishment  of  a  convenience  station  at  Thomas 
Park,  South  Boston,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  recommend  the  transfer  of  $8,000  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  convenience  station  at  Thomas  Park, 
South  Boston. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  to-day)  transferring  $3,800 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be  added  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Bath  House,  Charlestown — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  December  9)  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  answer 
questions,  in  accordance  with  section  7  of  the  City 
Charter,  relevant  to  automatic  devices  for  street 
lighting — -that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  November  25) 
that  tax  deeds  now  in  possession  of  the  City 
Treasurer,  affecting  lands  in  that  part  of  Boston 
formerly  Hyde  Park,  be  delivered  to  the  City 
Collector — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


ENGINE   HOUSE,   WEST   ROXBURY. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  Rudolf  Weder  and  many  others,  resi- 
dents of  Germantown,  West  Roxbury,  asking  for 
the  erection  of  an  engine  house  at  corner  of  Wash- 
ington and  Stimson  streets. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  Coun.  BALLAN- 
TYNE offered  an  order — That  the  Fire  Commi,s- 
sioner  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  expediency 
of  erecting  an  engine  house  on  lot  at  corner  of 
Washington  and  Stimson  streets,  West  Roxbury, 
and  that  the  proposed  sale  of  said  lot  be  post- 
poned until  the  Fire  Commissioner  reports  upon 
the  same. 

Passed. 


PRINTING  OF  HEARINGS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  report  of  the  hearings  before  the  Executive 
Committee  concerning  the  assessing  of  certain 
properties  located  in  the  City  of  Boston  be  printed 
as  a  city  document,  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed. 


MUNICIPAL    BUILDING,    CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1912. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  November  27,  1912,  your  honorable  body 
passed  an  order  appropriating  $22,000  for  conven- 
ience stations  at  City  square,  Charlestown,  and 
Park  square. 

In  -view  of  the  many  requests  for  a  municipal 
building  at  City  square,  I  recommend  a  transfer 
of  $5,000  from  this  appropriation  for  convenience 
stations  to  be  expended  for  the  preparation  of 
plans  for  a  municipal  building  at  City  square, 
to  contain  a  police  station,  courthouse,  conven- 
ience stations,  and  such  other  public  improvements 
as  may  be  necessary. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
201  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Convenience  Stations,  City  Square  and 
Park  Square,  to  an  appropriation  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Siiperintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  for  Municipal  Building,  City 
Square,  Plans  and  Estimates. 

Coun.  McDonald— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
think  the  communication  contains  the  information 
that  some  two  months  ago  we  passed  an  order 
for  $10,000  for  new  stations.  Station  15,  in 
Charlestown,  was  supposed  to  be  included,  but 
through  some  misunderstanding  the  two  architects, 
Mr.  McLaughlin  and  Mr.  Atwood,  are  drawing 
plans  for  Stations  2  and  6,  and  Charlestown  is 
left  out.  Charlestown  was  included  in  the  report 
of  Messrs.  Attridge  and  Hale,  now  councilors,  and 
at  that  time  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
It  was  intended  that  the  Charlestown  station 
should  also  be  provided  for,  and  that  is  why  the 
Mayor  has  now  sent  in  this  communication  and 
order.  I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  so  that 
the  order  may  go  upon  its  passage  to-day,  as  it 
is  imperative.  It  should  have  been  included  in 
the  order  passed  some  two  months  ago,  but 
through  some  neglect  and  misunderstanding  it 
was  not  done.  There  not  being  money  enough  in 
the  appropriation  then  made,  the  Mayor  now 
sends  in  this  communication  asking  for  an  appro- 
priation, additional  to  the  $10,000  already  passed. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  as  sub- 
mitted was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


ADDITIONAL  COPIES  OF   DOCUMENT  149. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  500 
additional  copies  of  Document  149  of  1911  be 
printed,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  forCitv  Documents. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  move 
reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  small 
matter.  I  did  not  think  there  would  be  any 
debate  on  it.  It  is  a  document  that  has  run  out, 
one  that  there  should  be  more  copies  of.  It  is 
being  called  for  every  day,  and  in  order  that  there 
may  be  copies  enough  to  supply  the  demand  I 
have  introduced  this  order. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  as  I 
understand  it,  there  is  still  qaite  a  supply  of  those 
documents  on  hand,  and  oemands  are  coming  in 
at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  a  day.  The  present 
supply  will  last  some  time  at  that  rate,  and  that 
is  the  reason  why  I  ask  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  think _  it 
would  be  well  to  have  a  stock  on  hand.  This  is 
a  very  small. matter.  It  seems  to  me  undesirable 
to  have  copies  called  for  and  to  have  none  on  hand. 
I  was  told  that  you  could  not  find  any  copies, 
that  the  first  four  people  who  came  in  and  requested 
the  document  did  not  get  any  copy.  That  word 
has  come  to  me  from  the  City  Messenger's  office. 
I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  would  like  to  have  the 
order  go  on  its  passage,  if  the  councilor  will  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  the 
usual  number  of  documents  printed  according 
to  the  rule  and  custom — I  don't  know  of  any 
special  law  in  regard  to  the  matter — is  300,  and 
I  think  before  we  go  to  the  expense  of  printing 
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500  additional  copies  of  tliis  document,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  ought  to  have  time  to  look  into 
the  matter  and  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  is 
necessary. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  am  afraid 
this  shows  a  little  disposition  to  block  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  assessing  system  as  set 
forth  by  Mr.  Purdy.  I  cannot  account  for  it  in 
any  other  way,  the  question  being  such  a  small 
one.  This  document  No.  149,  as  I  presume  the 
Council  knows,  is  Mr.  Purdy's  address  before  the 
city  government.  I  was  informed  that  the  first 
four  applicants  for  documents  this  week  got  no 
copy.  I  would  like  to  have  them,  and  others 
who  desire  them,   get  copies  of  this  document. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE—  Mr.  President,  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  City  Messenger  how  many 
copies  there  are  on  hand  at  the  present  time. 

City  Messenger  LEARY— I  think  150.  The 
four  men  referred  -to  were  told  that  the  document, 
being  a  document  of  last  year,  was  downstairs, 
and  that  if  they  would  come  in  in  the  afternoon 
they  could  get  them. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— I  would  also  like  to 
ask  how  many  demands  are  coining  in  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  LEARY — I  think  eight  or  nine  people 
came  in  yesterday,  and  I  think  perhaps  ten  to-day. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  you  see,  at  that 
rate,  that  the  number  on  hand  is  apt  to  disappear 
rapidly,  any  way.  I  understand  that  we  are 
going  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  and  we  would 
probably  be  out  of  the  document  by  the  time  the 
Council  met  again.  I  trust  that  the  councilor 
will  be  willing  to  withdraw  his  motion.  Of  course, 
it  is  a  quibble  over  a  small  point,  and  the  hour  is 
getting  late;  but  at  the  rate  the  demand  is  coming 
in  we  would  be  out  of  the  document  by  the  time 
we  needed  it.  I  trust  that  there  will  be  no  quibble 
over  this  matter,  but  that  the  order  will  be  passed. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Under  the  rules  the 
order  will  be  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Printing. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  so  that  the 
order    may    be    put    upon    its    passage    now. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  presume  that 
the  Council  will  meet  again  within  a  very  short 
time,  and  this  is  a  matter  that  may  be  well  con- 
sidered by  the  committee.  I  do  not  like  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  of  the  matter,  but  there  are 
certain  things  going  on  that  should  be  explained 
and  cleared  up  before  we  involve  the  city  in  an 
additional  expenditure  of  money  in  connection 
with  this  particular  matter.  I  understand  that 
the  member  from  Ward  11  who  sits  on  my  left 
(Coun.  Smith)  has  sent  out  something  like  1,500 
letters  within  the  past  few  days  inviting  people 
to  come  here  and  obtain  a  copy  of  Public  Document 
No.  149.  That  is  an  unusual  thing.  This  may  be 
all  right,  but  as  one  member  of  the  body  I  desire 
an  opportunity  to  look  into  it  and  ascertain  why 
the  member  from  Ward  11  here  is  desirous  of 
urging  people  to  corne  here  and  get  this  document 
through  a  letter  which  represents  an  expenditure 
for  postage  and  printing.  The  whole  thing  is 
more  or  less  in  a  fog,  and  I  think  before  the  city 
is  called  upon  to  do  anything  in  furtherance  of 
this  matter,  the  advice  of  the  member  from  Ward 
17  (Coun.  Ballantyne)  should  be  adopted  and  the 
order  referred  to  a  committee. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  .should  like 
to  clear  up  the  fog  at  once,  because,  as  has  been 
explained,  with  the  demand  for  this  document 
coming  in  at  the  rate  of  nine  or  ten  a  day,  by  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  the  demand  will  have 
exceeded  the  supply  of  documents.  That  is  why 
I  press  the  order  to-day.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
about  the  letter  that  has  just  been  alluded  to. 
I  would  like  to  have  it  incorporated  in  the  minutes, 
and  if  the  councilor  does  not  care  to  have  it  read  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  submit  it  to  the  stenographer. 
This  is  the  letter  which  I  sent  out  to  every  real 
estate  man  in  the  city  at  my  own  expense  for  post- 
age, printing,  sealing  and  mailing.  I  will  read  the 
clause  that  is  objected  to, — or  perhaps  I  had  better 
read  the  whole  letter: 

City  of  Boston, 
Council  Chamber,  December  23,  1912. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Boston  City  Council  has  passed 
unanimously  orders  requesting  an  e.xpression  of 
opinion  from  the  following  bodies  on  the  assessing 
system  of  this  city  as  compared  with  that  of  some 
of  the  western  cities  and  of  New  York:  The  Real 
Estate  Exchange,  the  United  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation, the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Finance 
Commission. 


The  system  in  vogue  here  in  Boston  has  over  a 
period  of  years  brought  about  marked  inequali- 
ties between  the  assessed  values  and  fair  market 
values.  A  typical  example  would  be  the  assess- 
ments in  the  North  End  and  the  South  End. 
Such  results  work  injustice  among  our  citizens 
and  retard  transfers  of  property. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  Boston  adopt  a 
system  based  on  a  unit  of  value,  which  unit  would 
be  obtained  after  public  hearings,  as  in  New  York, 
Cleveland,  Columbus,  etc.  A  large  percentage  of 
inaccurate  assessing  would  be  removed;  the  tax 
rate  would  probably  be  reduced  and  greater 
publicity  and  simplicity  would  be  obtained. 

This  year,  Mr.  Lawson  Purdy  of  New  York, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  Mr.  E. 
W.  Doty  of  Cleveland  have  addressed  our  City 
Government.  [This  is  the  part  that  seems  to 
raise  some  doubt:]  The  remarks  of  the  former  can 
be  obtained  at  the  Messenger's  Office,  City  Hall, 
by  asking  for  document  149. 

Trusting  you  will  consider  the  subject  and  make 
your  ideas  known  to  the  City  Council,  I  remain, 
Very  truly  yours, 

Earnest  E.  Smith. 

In  other  words,  at  my  own  expense  absolutely,  I 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  citizens  to  the 
assessing  system  in  this  city  as  it  exists,  with  its 
poor  results  and  the  suggestions  for  a  change  in 
the  system.  That  is  no  more  than  you  would  do 
on  a  public  platform — call  attention  to  a  certain 
phase  of  city  government  and  tell  them  that  there 
is  a  document  on  that  subject  in  the  City  Messen- 
ger's oflfice.  That  is  exactly  what  I  have  done  in 
this  letter  here,  and  I  can  see  no  objection  to  it.  If 
that  clears  up  the  fog,  I  trust  that  the  reference  of 
the  order  will  be  reconsidered  and  that  it  will  be 
put  upon  its  passage,  because  of  the  fact  that  people 
■«a!l  come  to  the  hall  and  ask  for  that  document 
and  be  unable  to  get  it  before  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  for  the 
passage  of  the  order.  Coun.  SMITH  doubted  the 
vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  Coun- 
cil refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  yeas  1,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Smith — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Collins, 
Kenny,  McDonald — 5. 

President  ATTRIDGE — The  matter  stands  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 


INFORMATION   ASKED   CONCERNING 
ASSESSMENTS. 

Coun.  SMITH  ofifered  an  order — That  hi.s  Honor 
the  Alayor  be  requested  to  answer  the  following 
questions  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  City  Council, 
in  accordance  with  section  7  of  the  city  charter, 
viz.: 

Why  were  the  following  parcels  of  real  estate 
assessed  so  much  above  the  selling  prices? 

Properties  Over-assessed. 


Address. 

Assessed 
Value. 

Selling 
Price. 

17  Decatur  street 

S11,1S5 

$10,000 

169  Townsend  street,  Roxbury, 

10,200 

7,400 

Corner    Tuekerman    and    Dor- 
chester street. 

16,000 

10,500 

486  Harrison  avenue          

60,000 

40,000 

287  Atlantic  avenue 

157,800 

130,000 

7-11    Myrtle   street    (Mary   F. 
Robert    Estate    to    Nathan 
Berkowitz). 

27,000 

22,000 

Corner    Crawford    street    and 
Humboldt  avenue. 

18,000 

16,500 

26,200 

23,000 

City  Document  149,  Purdy's  address  Februarj- 
1,  1911. 
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Frank  Baloh,  of  the  Finance  Commission,  gave 
the  following  examples: 


Address. 

Assessed. 

Value. 

*$4,900 
tl6,500 

$2,000 

Roxbury , 

Address. 

Assessed. 

Sale. 

$14,000 

$7,000 

*  And  not  worth  it. 

t  Not  security  for  $6,000  first  mortgage  loan. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  reconsideration  of  that  reference  in  order  to 
say  a  word  or  two.  As  the  hour  is  so  late  I  will 
only  take  the  Council's  attention  for  one  moment. 
You  will  notice  that  in  this  order  I  have  asked 
for  an  explanation  of  over-assessments.  For  some 
time  now  I  have  been  criticizing  under-assess- 
ments,  and  from  now  on  I  will  change  from  under- 
assessments to  over-assessments  as  the  cases  seem 
to  warrant.  Each  case  given  here  is  that  of  over- 
assessment,  and  you  will  notice  that  they  fall  in 
the  residential  districts.  That  is  the  nub  of  the 
whole  question.  The  under-assessment  section, 
broadly  speaking,  is  down  town,  where  the  build- 
ings are  owned  largely  by  men  who  live  out  of 
town,  owned  by  corporations  and  people  well 
able  to  pay,  and  the  over-assessment,  as  a  rule, 
is  in  the  residential  section,  where  the  burden 
falls  harder,  because  the  ability  of  the  people  to 
pay  is  less.  These  are  cases  of  actual  sales,  as 
were  the  others.  On  this  side  of  the  question  the 
councilor  from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Kenny)  has 
given  specific  instances  in  this  Board,  showing 
that  he  is  alive  to  the  over-assessment  situation. 
In  the  anteroom  Coun.  Ballantyne  has  given  me 
very  startling  cases  of  over-assessment  in  his 
district.  I  have  liot  taken  the  liberty  of  introduc- 
ing those  exact  parcels  or  their  figures  here, 
because  I  judge  he  did  not  want  them  made  public. 
But  the  exact  parcels  here  referred  to  in  my  order 
are  rather  startling.  I  would  like  to  read  briefly 
the  amounts:  17  Decatur  street,  assessed  value 
$11,185,  selling  price  $10,000;  109  Townsend 
street,  Roxbury,  assessed  value  $10,200,  selling 
price  $7,400;  corner  Tuckerman  and  Dorchester 
streets,  assessed  value  $16,000,  selling  price  $10,500; 
486  Harrison  avenue,  assessed  value  $60,000. 
selling  price  $40,000;  287  Atlantic  avenue,  assessed 
value  $157,800,  selling  price  $130,000;  7-11 
Myrtle  street,  assessed  value  $27,000,  selling  price 
$22,000;  corner  Crawford  street  and  Humboldt 
avenue,  assessed  value  $18,000,  selling  price 
$16,500;  176  Seaver  street,  assessed  value  $26,200, 
selling  price  $23,000.  And  the  last  three  cases 
cited  in  the  order  are  those  given  by  Mr.  Balch, 
a  member  of  the  Finance  Commission,  in  his 
statement  as  found  in  Mr.  Purdy's  address.  City 
Document  149.  He  said  that  in  South  Boston 
property  which  he  owned  and  which  was  assessed 
for  $4,900  he  would  be  glad  to  sell  for  $2,000, 
and  that  he  thought  the  person  who  got  it  would 
be  stuck;  that  on  a  parcel  in  Roxbury  assessed 
for  $16, .500  they  asked  a  mortgage  from  a  bank 
with  which  he  was  connected,  and  the  report 
came  back  that  the  property  was  not  security  for 
a  first  mortgage  of  $6,000;  that  property  in 
Jamaica  Plain  assessed  for  $14,000  was  actually 
sold  for  $7,000.  That  completes  the  cases  referred 
to  in  this  order.  The  number  of  these  cases  of 
over-assessment  in  the  city  is  legion,  and  it  will 
be  a  very  easy  matter  to  bring  in  to  this  Council 
additional  cases  at  future  meetings.  I  trust  that 
these  orders  will  be  directed  to  the  Mayor,  and 
that  the  Assessing  Department  will  not  be  further 
interfered  with.  It  is  a  business  department,  and 
I  hope  that  its  members  will  not  be  called  before 
the  Council  and  detained  until  such  late  hours 
in  the  evening.  I  trust  that  the  Mayor  will  cease 
to  stay  away  but,  complying  with  the  request 
of  the  body,  will  come  in  and  answer  these  ques- 
tions; that  the  body  itself  will  put  the  questions 
directly  to  the  Mayor,  and  that  the  Mayor  will 


then,  as  he  has  in  the  past,  come  before  us  and 
explain  these  matters.  That  is  the  gist  of  the 
order.  It  is  directed  to  the  Mayor,  and  not  to 
the  assessors. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  Chairman 

President  ATTRIDGE— For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KENNY — To  make  a  motion. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  had  not  quite 
finished. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Coun.  Smith  has  the 
floor. 

Coun.  SMITH — Before  closing  I  should  like  to 
say  that  I  am  not  at  all  through  with  the  under- 
assessments in  this  city.  Why,  I  can  sit  in  my 
own  hous^  and  call  attention  to  cases.  If  the 
Council  wishes  to  take  up  the  matter,  and  to  ask 
the  assessors  to  come  in,  I  shall  be  glad  to  welcome 
them;  but  I  have  asked  these  questions  of  the 
Mayor,  and  I  trust  that  we  will  have  the  Mayor 
before  us  also.  I  can  cite  the  house  I  live  in. 
By  chance  one  of  the  councilors  was  a  purchasel 
of  the  land,  so  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  on  that 
question.  We  can  thresh  that  out  in  Executive 
Committee.  I  occupy  a  little  house  at  148 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  recently  built.  The  parcel  of 
land  on  which  it  was  built  was  asses.sed  for 
$10,000;  the  selling  price  was  $16,000.  Just 
think  of  it,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  going  to  take  up 
under-assessments  to-day,  but  there  is  a  glaring 
example  of  under-assessment,  taking  the  parcel 
of  land  on  which  the  house  I  occupy  stands.  There 
are  such  cases  all  about  us  in  this  city,  and  why 
close  our  eyes  and  ears  on  this  subject?  Let  us 
do  something  about  it.  Let  us  take  up  the  order 
I  have  put  in  and  have  a  committee  appointed  to 
investigate.  I  do  not  want  the  gentleman  to 
think  that  I  am  going  into  this  subject  in  a  rough- 
shod manner.  We  have  been  dealing  with  it  for 
nearly  two  years.  On  April  10,  1911,  this  body 
passed  unanimously  an  order  asking  the  Finance 
Commission  to  look  into  the  matter.  Since  then 
at  intervals  we  have  heard  Mr.  Purdy  and  Mr. 
Doty,  and  have  unanimously  passed  orders  asking 
other  public  bodies,  such  as  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  to  consider  the  matter.  I  have  now 
been  getting  up  here  for  some  weeks  giving  these 
examples.  I  can  continue  to  do  so  until  my  term 
runs  out,  and  every  man  here  knows  it,  and  every 
real  estate  broker  in  the  city  knows  it.  On  that 
point  I  would  like  to  read  one  or  two  letters  which 
I  will  leave  with  you. 

558  Shawmut  Avenue, 
Boston,  December  24,  1912. 
Mr.  Earnest  E.  Smith: 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  at  hand  |I  would  say  that  this 
refers  to  the  letter  I  have  just  had  put  in  the 
minutes,  the  letter  I  sent  out  recently]  and  I 
would  say  in  reply,  I  am  very  glad  that  this  thing 
has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public  and 
men  who  are  at  the  head  of  affairs.  I  have  been 
in  the  real  estate  business  for  fifteen  years  and  I 
have  found  in  my  experience  it  very  hard  to  sell 
or -exchange  properties,  especially  in  the  Roxbury 
district  and  in  greater  Boston  because  of  exorbi- 
tant assessments.  First  of  all,  the  condition  of 
properties  has  been  largely  due  to  the  amount  of 
taxes,  or,  in  other  words,  the  assessment  has  been 
so  exorbitant,  until  th-e  poorer  laboring  class  of 
people  are  not  able  to  pay  the  rents  which  they 
must  needs  pay  in  order  to  make  the  property 
give  a  fair  return  to  the  owner.  I  also  find  in 
selling  said  properties  that  I  would  have  to  get  it 
down  anywhere  $500  to  $1,000  below  as.sessed 
valuations  before  I  can  get  anyone  interested  in 
purchasing,  whereas  if  property  was  assessed 
lower,  the  owner  of  said  property  could  sell  to 
greater  advantage  and  also  keep  it  better  repaired 
and  the  tenants  could  better  afl'ord  to  pay  such 
rents  as  would  be  required  to  keep  said  property 
up.  I  wish,  however,  to  say  that  you  honored 
gentlemen  would  make  it  convenient  in  some  way 
to  assist  in  arranging  the  prices  also  for  rents,  at 
least  in  the  location  where  poor  laboring  men  are 
living.  You  have,  however,  my  hearty  approval 
and  cooperation  in  whatever  you  may  do  along 
this  line.     I  am. 

Sincerely  yours, 

George  M.  Brown. 

That  came  absolutely  unsolicited,  gentlemen. 
Here  is  another  that  came  unsolicited.  Mr.  John 
W.  Glavin,  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  of  the  Massachusetts  Real  Estate  Exchange, 
writes  this: 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Boston,  December  20,  1912. 
Mr.  Earnest  E.  Smith, 

Councilor  of  the  City  of  Boston' 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  your  letter  of  December 
23  carefully,  and  although  I  believe  the  system  in 
vogue  in  Boston  is  faulty,  I  cannot  see  how  it  can 
be  corrected  as  long  as  the  assessors  and  assistants 
are  political  appointees. 

It  is  a  fact  that  downtown  properties  are  assessed 
too  low,  for  if  you  try  to  buy  a  fairly  modern 
property  you  will  notice  the  vast  difference.  Out 
of  town  properties  are  often  assessed  for  a  low  figure 
when  half  built,  and  I  have  in  mind  some  upon 
which  the  assessment  has  not  been  changed  for 
six  years.  This  is  a  positive  detriment  to  an  owner 
who  wishes  to  sell  after  owning  a  suburban  prop- 
erty for  five  years. 

Yours  truly, 

John  W.  Glavin. 


Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  may  I  suggest 
to  the  member  now  addressing  the  body  that  he 
file  these  letters  with  the  stenographer  and  save 
our  time?  We  have  been  here  since  three  o'clock 
and  it  is  now  twenty  minutes  past  seven.  Some 
of  us  have  engagements  that  we  must  leave  to 
fill.  May  I  suggest  that  the  letters  he  is  _  now 
reading  be  given  to  the  stenographer  and  printed 
in  the  record,  thereby  saving  our  time? 

Coun.  SMITH — I  shall  be  glad  to  save  time 
in  that  way.  In  fact,  I  shall  submit  only  two 
more  of  these  letters,  one  from  Charles  S.  Judkins, 
who  has  an  office  in  the  Old  South  Building,  and 
the  other  from  Charles  E.  Stratton,  of  70  State 
street.  They  both  deal  with  this  subject.  I 
regret  detaining  the  Council,  but  I  do  wish  to 
impress  upon  your  minds  these  cases  all  about 
us  of  over-assessments  and  under-assessments. 
I  do  not  criticise  the  assessors,  but  I  do  criticise 
the  system,  and  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Mayor  and  that 
he  will  answer  officially. 

The  other  two  letters  submitted  by  Coun. 
Smith  are  as  follows: 

Boston,  December  26,  1912. 
Earnest  E.  Smith,  Esq.: 

My  dear  Council, — ^Yours  of  the  23d  instant  just 
received  and  contents  noted.  Our  tax  system 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  our  tax  laws  of  the 
state,  it  seems  to  me  might  be  improved  upon  very 
much  for  the  benefit  of  householders  and  property 
owners,  as  well  as  for  those  who  lease  and  pay 
the  taxes  on  real  estate  in  Boston.  Of  course,  it 
is  a  matter  that  needs  to  be  studied  and  thought 
out  by  practical  men  who  could  confer  with  other 
men  of  experience  and  knowledge,  to  suggest 
the  ways  and  means  of  accomplishing  the  best 
results. 

I  believe  the  Boston  assessors  are  trying  to  do 
the  very  best  they  can  under  the  present  laws  and 
system.  Certainly  there  should  be  something 
done  in  order  to  encourage  more  young  and  middle- 
aged  persons  to  buy  both  homestead  and  invest- 
ment properties  in  this  beautiful  Cit.v  of  Boston. 

At  the  present  time  the  most  of  the  transfers 
of  real  estate  are  made  to  speculators  and  associa- 
tions, and,  therefore,  they  pay  but  very  little  atten- 
tion in  trying  to  reduce  the  assessments,  as  they 
purpose  to  sell  again  (which  is  very  commendable 


in  them)  at  a  very  large  profit.  That,  of  course, 
frightens  the  permanent  purchasers  from  buying 
at  the  infiated  prices. 

I  understand  you  have  already  conferred  with 
our  taxation  committee  of  the  Massachusetts 
Real  Estate  Exchange.  The  Exchange  would  be 
very  glad  to  render  any  assistance  it  could  to  im- 
prove the  real  estate  interests  in  Boston  and 
suburbs.  Possibly  the  secretary  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Real  Estate  Exchange  might  make 
some  suggestions  that  would  be  of  some  assist- 
ance to  you.  I  would  suggest  that  you  address  a 
letter  to  the  Massachusetts  Real  Estate  Exchange, 
15  Exchange  street,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so. 

Wishing  the  City  Council  success  in  its  endeavor 
to  improve  the  assessing  system,  I  remain, 
Very  truly  yours, 

C.  S.  Jddkins. 

70  State  Street, 
Boston,  December  13,  1912. 
Mr.  Earnest  E.  Smith, 

City  Council: 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  Decem- 
ber 10,  in  regard  to  valuations  of  real  estate  in  the 
City   of   Boston. 

I  could  give  specific  examples,  as  you  suggest,  of 
over-valuation,  but  I  am  reluctant  to  do  this  be- 
cause it  might  seem  to  reflect  upon  particular 
assessors.  I  should  say  that  over-valuation  was 
quite  common  in  residential  quarters  in  the  South 
End  and  Roxbury,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  West 
End  and  South  Boston. 

This  often  arises  from  the  omission  to  lower  the 
value  of  a  house  to  meet  depreciation  made  by  the 
ravages  of  time  and  the  changes  of  fashion.  I 
presume  it  is  always  as  disagreeable  to  mark  down 
the  assessed  value  of  real  estate  as  it  would  be  for  a 
merchant  to  mark  down  the  value  of  his  goods, 
but  the  wise  man  ought  to  and  generally  does  do 
it. 

I  dare  say  that,  take  the  city  as  a  whole,  the 
assessors'  valuation  represents  fairly  the  re^l 
value,  but  in  certain  districts  of  the  city  I  feel  that 
this  is  not  the  case. 

Believe  me, 

Yours  very  truly, 
Charles  E.  Stratton. 

Coun.  Smith's  motion  to  reconsider  reference 
to  the  Executive  Committee  was  declared  lost. 
Coun.  SMITH  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Reconsideration  of  the  reference  was  lost,  yeas  1, 
nays  5. 

Yeas — Coun.  Smith — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Collins, 
Kenny,  McDonald — 5. 


GENERAL    RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  KENNY  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned,  at  7.22  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  6,  1913, 
at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  6,  1913. 
Regular   meeting   of  the   City   Council,   held   in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m.,  President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair.     Absent 
— Coun.  Coulthurst  and  Smith. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

(1)  John  Bowman  (248  Silver  street.  Ward  15). 
a  Weigher  of  Coal  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1913. 

(2)  Joseph  H.  Knox  (64  Perkins  street,  Ward  4), 
a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1913. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


GUARD   RAILS,   CHARLESBANK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  6,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
under  date  of  January  2,  1913,  in  reply  to  the 
following  order  passed  by  your  honorable  body 
at  its  meeting  of  December  16,  1912: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  suitable  safeguards  on  the  line 
of  the  Charles  river  near  the  Carabridgeport 
Bridge  for  the  safety  of  foot  passengers,  as  there 
are  no  guard  rails  or  other  protection  at  that 
location." 

You  will  nate  that  the  commission  reqjie.sts 
more  specific  information  as  to  the  exact  locality 
referred  to  in  this  order. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 

Boston,  January  2,  1913. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  Referring  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  of  December  16,  that  this 
commission  be  requested,  through  your  Honor, 
to  provide  suitable  safeguards  on  the  line  of  the 
Charles  river  near  the  Cambridgeport  Bridge 
for  the  safety  of  foot  passengers,  I  am  directed 
by  this  commission  to  respectfully  request,  through 
your  Honor,  more  specific  information  as  to  the 
exact  locality  referred  to  in  said  order,  as  it  is  not 
quite  clear  from  the  order  whether  or  not  the 
locality  in  question  is  under  the  control  of  this 
commi.ssion. 

Very  truly  yours, 
George  Lyman  Rogers,  .Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


ENGINE   HOUSE,   WEST   ROXBURY. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  4,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  the  following 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  at  its  meeting 
of  December  27,  1912: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
erecting  an  .engine  house  on  lot  at  corner  of  Wash- 


ington and  Stimson  streets.  West  Roxbury,  and 
that  the  proposed  sale  of  said  lot  be  postponed 
until  the  Fire  Commissioner  reports  upon  the 
same." 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


City  of'Boston, 
Headquarters  Fire  Department, 

January  3,  1913. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  would  respectfully  report  as  to  the 
expediency  of  erecting  an  engine  house  at  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Stimson  streets.  West 
Roxbury,  and  the  postponement  of  the  proposed 
sale  of  said  lot,  as  follows: 

This  lot  is  a  desirable  corner  in  what  is  known  as 
Germantown.  The  nearest  piece  of  apparatus  in 
Boston  is  more  than  two  miles  distant.  There 
are  a  number  of  wooden  dwellings,  with  wooden 
roofs,  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  While  there  is  no 
urgent  need  for  a  fire  station  at  this  location  at 
present,  at  the  rate  the  city  is  growing  there  soon 
will  be.  I  would  advise  the  transfer  of  this  lot 
to  the  Fire  Department.  The  lot  is  plenty  large 
enough  to  put  up  a  small  house,  either  for  a  motor 
pumping  engine,  or  a  motor  combination  chemical 
and  hose  wagon. 

I  return  herewith  the  order  regarding  the  above. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

Charles  H.  Cole, 
Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file.  , 


ELECTRIC   LIGHT,   SOUTH   BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  3,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
supervisor  of  the  Street  Lighting  Division  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  in  reply  to  the  fol- 
lowing order  passed  by  the  City  Council  at  its 
meeting  of  December  9,  1912: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  locate  and  maintain  an  electric  light  at  the  corner 
of  .Sixth  and  O  streets.  South  Boston." 

Yours  respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  31,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear  .Sir, — In  relation  to  the  inclosed  order  for 
electric  light  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  O  streets, 
South  Boston,  I  respectfully  report  that  an  in- 
spection has  been  made  of  this  locality  and  the 
necessity  of  additional  light  noted.  An  order  for 
the  installation  of  said  light  has  been  given. 
Yours  very  truly, 

E.  C.  Wade, 
Supervisor  Street  Lighting. 

December  31,  1912. 
Respectfully    referred,    with    inclosure,    to    the 
Honorable  the  Mayor. 

L.    K.    RoURKE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTING    OF    BRIDGE,    EAST    BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  3,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
supervisor  of  the  Street  Lighting  Division  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Works,  in  reply  to  the 
following  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  at  its 
meeting  of  October  21,  1912: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Lamp  Department  be  re- 
quested to  place  at  more  frequent  intervals  lights 
on  the  bridge  running  from  East  Boston  to  Wood 
Island  Park." 

Respectfully. 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  31,  1912. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rourke, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear  Sir, — In  relation  to  the  accompanying  order 
for  lights  at  more  frequent  intervals  on  the  bridge 
running  to  Wood  Island  Park,  I  respectfully  re- 
port that  in  my  opinion  the  bridge  is  sufficiently 
lighted. 

Yours  respectfullv, 

E.    C.    Wade. 
Supervisor  Street  Lighting. 


Respectfully    referred,    with    inclosure,    to    the 
Honorable  the  Maj-or. 

L.    K.    Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  COPLEY  SQUARE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  6,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  February  16,  1912,  I  recommended  the 
passage  of  a  tax  order  for  $2, .500  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  plans  for  the  improvement  of  Copley  square. 
This  order  was  passed  by  your  honorable  body  at 
its  meeting  of  April  8,  1912.  The  detailed  plans, 
prepared  by  the  architect,  Mr.  Frank  A.  Bourne, 
were  presented  to  the  Art  .Commission  for  its 
approval,  and  on  December  9,  1912,  the  commis- 
sion reported,  through  its  chairman,  that  "reserv- 
ing judgment  on  questions  of  detail,  the  Art  Com- 
mission approves  in  principle  Mr.  Bourne's  design.  " 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  Engineering  Division,  ac- 
companied by  a  plan,  in  w-hich  he  estimates  the  cost 
of  reconstructing  Copley  square  upon  lines  w-hich 
will  be  preliminary  to,  the  carrying  out  of  the 
details  embodied  in  Mr.  Bourne's  scheme,  at 
$4.5,000. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  loan  order,  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$45,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  for  Improve- 
ment of  Copley  Square. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzger.\ld,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Commissioners'  Office. 
Engineering  Division,  January  6,  1913. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  response  to  your  request  I  have 
made  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  reconstructing 
Copley  square  upon  lines  which  will  be  preliminary 
to  the  carrying  out  of  details  embodied  in  Mr. 
Bourne's  contemplated  scheme. 

In  making  this  estimate  I  have  considered  the 
full  construction  of  the  streets  around  the  proposed 
square,  the  full  development  of  the  Trinity  Church 
quadrangle  and  the  preliminary  construction  of 
the  park  bounded  b.v  Boylston  and  Dartmouth 
streets,  St.  James  avenue  and  Trinity  place  to  tjie 
extent  of  grading,  .seeding  and  tree  planting,  in 
accordance  with  IMr.  Bourne's  plans,  with  the 
exception  of  the  sinking  of  the  garden  space,  which 
I  understand  to  be  more  desirable  to  leave  until 
such  time  as  money  may  be  available  to  do  the 
more  elaborate  ornamentation  called  for  by  those 
plans. 

I  estimate  the  expense  to  be  about  $45,000. 
This  estimate  does  not  include  any  payment  to 
Trinity  Church  for  land  for  the  widening  of  Trinity 
place. 

As  Huntington  avenue  was  conveyed  to  the  Cit.v 
of  Boston  to  be  used  for  street  purposes.  I  think 
legislation  maj'  be  necessary  to  change  the  use  to 
park  purposes  of  such  portions  as  it  is  proposed 
to  discontinue  as  a  highway. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
*  F.  O.  Whitney,  Chief  Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($45,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds,  for  Improvement  of 
Copley  Square,  ancl  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 


tion the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


WARD   24   VOTING    PRECINCTS. 

The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Januar\-  6,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
under  date  of  January  1,  1913,  in  which  he  states 
that  Ward  24,  Precinct  8,  now  contains  more  than 
one  thousand  voters,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary 
for  your  honorable  body  to  divide  the  precinct 
into  %-oting  precincts  or  to  make  a  new  division 
of  the  ward  into  voting  precincts. 

A   new  division  of   Ward   24   into   sixteen  pre- 
cincts is  appended  to  the  chairman's  letter. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Major. 

Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
100  Summer  Street, 
Boston,  January  1,  1913. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  Ward  24.  Precinct  S,  now  contains 
more  than  1,000  voters.  It  becomes  necessarj-, 
therefore,  for  the  Citj-  Council  to  di-\-ide  such 
precinct  into  voting  precincts  or  to  mate  a  new 
division  of  the  ward  into  voting  precincts.  We 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  more  advisable  to  make 
a  new  division  of  the  ward  into  voting  precincts. 

We  herewith  submit  for  the  assistance  of  the 
City  Council,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such  dixision, 
a  new  di^■i3ion  of  Ward  24  into  sixteen  precincts. 
We  respectfully  request  that  this  division  or  such 
other  di%'ision  as  the  City  Council  may  decide  upon 
be  made  by  the  present  City  Council  to  take  effect 
after  January  14, 1913,  the  day  on  which  the  annual 
city  election  is  held.  We  recommend  that  the 
Cit3'  Council  request  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, through  its  Street  Laying-Out  Division,  to 
make  maps  of  the  nefr  divisions  in  accordance  with 
previous  custom. 

Respectfully. 
Bo.^RD  OF  Election  Commissioxers. 

John  M.  Minton, 

Chairman. 
Ward  24. 

Ordered,  That  a  new  division  into  voting  pre- 
cincts be  made  of  Ward  24.  and  said  precincts  are 
hereby  constituted  as  follows: 

Precinct  1. —  All  that  part  of  said  ward  hing 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Greenwich  street:  thence  by  the 
centre  line  of  Greenwich  street  and  Greenwich 
street  extended  to  its  intersection  with  the  harUbr 
line:  thence  by  the  harbor  line  to  a  point  in  said 
line  directly  opposite  the  middle  of  the  draw  in 
Commercial  Point  Bridge;  thence  b\-  a  line  to 
the  centre  of  the  draw-  in  said  Commercial  Point 
Bridge:  thence  by  the  centre  line  of  said  bridge 
and  the  centre  lines  of  Freeport  and  Preston 
streets  to  the  centre  line  of  location  of  the  Old 
Colony  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  centre  line 
of  location  to  the  centre  line  of  Park  street;  thence 
by  the  centre  lines  of  Park  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  2. —  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Neponset 
avenue  and  Tileston  street;  thence  by  the  centre 
line  of  Tileston  street  and  said  centre  line  extended 
to  the  centre  line  of  location  of  the  Old  Colony 
Division  of  the  New  York,  New-  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad;  thence  by  said  centre  line  of  loca- 
tion and  the  centre  lines  of  Freeport  street  and 
Commercial  Point  Bridge  to  the  centre  of  the 
draw-  in  said  bridge;  thence  by  a  line  drawn  from 
said  centre,  at  right  angles  thereto,  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  harbor  line;  thence  by  said  harbor 
line  to  its  intersection  with  the  centre  line  of 
location  of  the  Old  Colony  Di\'ision  of  the  New- 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad;  thence 
by  said  centre  line  of  location  to  its  intersection 
with  the  boundary  line  (in  Neponset  river)  between 
the  City  of  Boston  and  the  city  of  Qviincy ;  thence 
by  said  boundary  line  to  it«  int«rsectian  with  the 
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centre  line  of  Neponset  Bridge;  thence  by  the 
centre  lines  of  Neponset  bridge,  Neponset  avenue, 
Chickatawbut  and  Plain  streets,  Pierce  avenue, 
Newhall  and  Ashmont  streets  and  Neponset 
avenue,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  3. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Park  street;  thence  by  the  centre  line 
of  Park  street  to  the  centre  line  of  location  of  the 
Old  Colony  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  centre  line 
of  location  to  the  centre  line  of  Preston  street; 
thence  by  the  centre  lines  of  Preston  and  Freeport 
streets  to  the  centre  line  of  location  of  the  Old 
Colony  Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  centre  line  of 
location  and  the  centre  line  of  Tileston  street  ex- 
tended and  the  centre  lines  of  Tileston  street, 
Neponset  avenue.  Mill,  Adams  and  Centre  streets 
and  Dorchester  avenue,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  If. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Centre  street;  thence  by  the  centre 
lines  of  Centre,  Adams  and  Mill  streets,  Neponset 
avenue,  Ashmont,  Adams,  Mallet,  Florida  and 
Shepton  streets  and  Dorchester  avenue,  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  5. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  iSorchester 
avenue  and  Shepton  street;  thence  by  the  centre 
lines  of  Shepton,  Florida,  Mallet,  Adams  and  Ash- 
mont streets,  Arundel  park.  Elm  road,  Carruth 
and  Van  Winkle  streets  and  Dorchester  avenue,  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  6. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Ashnriont 
and  Newhall  streets;  thence  by  the  centre  lines 
of  Newhall  street.  Pierce  avenue,  Plain  and  Chicka- 
tawbut streets,  Neponset  avenue  and  Neijonset 
Bridge  to  the  boundary  line  (in  Neponset  river)  be- 
tween the  city  of  Boston  and  the  city  of  Quincy; 
thence  b.v  said  boundary  line  to  the  centre  of  the 
draw  in  (3ranite  Bridge;  thence  by  the  centre  line 
of  Granite  Bridge  and  the  centre  lines  of  Granite 
avenue,  Adams,  Minot  and  Carruth  streets.  Elm 
road,  Arundel  park  and  Ashmont  street,  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  7. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Van  Winkle  streets;  thence  by  the 
centre  lines  of  Van  Winkle,  Minot  and  Adams 
streets.  Granite  avenue  and  Granite  Bridge  to  the 
boundary  line  (in  Neponset  river)  between  the 
city  of  ijoston  and  the  city  of  Quincy;  thence  by 
said  boundary  line  and  the  boundary  line  between 
the  city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Milton  to  its 
intersection  with  the  centre  line  of  Milton  Bridge; 
thence  by  the  centre  line  of  said  bridge  and  the 
centre  line  of  Dorchester  avenue,  to  the  point  of 
beginning. 

Precinct  8. —  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line;  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Codman  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue;  thence  b.v  the  centre  lines 
of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Milton  Bridge  to  the 
boundary  line  (in  Neponset  river)  between  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Milton;  thence 
by  said  boundary  line  to  its  intersection  with  the 
centre  line  of  Board  of  Survey  street  No.  523 
extended;  thence  by  the  centre  line  of  said  exten- 
sion and  the  centre  line  of  said  Board  of  Survey 
street  No.  523  to  River  street;  thence  across 
River  street  and  by  the  centre  lines  of  Standard 
street.  Board  of  Survey  street  No.  507  and  Codman 
street,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  9. —  All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Ashmont 
street  and  Dorchester  avenue;  thence  by  the  centre 
lines  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Codman  street 
to  the  centre  line  of  Milton  avenue  extended; 
thence  by  said  centre  line  extended  and  by  the 
centre  lines  of  Milton  avenue,  Armandine,  Wash- 
ington, Roslin,  Ocean  and  Ashmont  streets,  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  10. —  AH  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  centre  line  of  Centre 
avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue;  thence  by  the 
centre  lines  of  Dorchester  avenue,  Ashmont,  Ocean, 
Roslin,  Washington  and  Centre  streets  and  Centre 
avenue,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 


Precinct  11. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line;  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Washington 
and  Armandine  streets;  thence  by  the  centre 
lines  of  Armandine  street,  Milton  avenue,  Edson, 
Norfolk  and  Bernard  streets  to  the  centre  line  of 
location  of  the  Midland  Division  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by 
said  centi'e  line  of  location  and  the  centre  lines  of 
Talbot  avenue  and  Washington  street,  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  12. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Milton 
avenue  extended  and  Codman  street;  thence  by 
the  centre  lines  of  Codman  and  Morton  streets 
to  the  centre  line  of  location  of  the  Midland  Divi- 
sion of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad;  thence  by  said  centre  line  of  location 
and  the  centre  lines  of  Norfolk  and  Edson  streets, 
Milton  avenue  and  Milton  avenue  extended,  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  13. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Talbot 
avenue  and  the  centre  line  of  location  of  the  Mid- 
land Division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  centre  line  of 
location  and  the  centre  lines  of  Bernard  and  Nor- 
folk streets  to  the  centre  line  of  location  of  the 
Midland  Division  of  tlie  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad;  thence  by  said  centre  line 
of  location  and  the  centre  lines  of  Morton,  Lucerne, 
Harwood  and  Willowwood  streets,  Lauriat  avenue, 
Lyons  street  and  Lyons  street  extended  to  its 
intersection  with  the  centre  line  of  the  Speedway 
(in  Frankliji  Field);  thence  by  the  centre  line  of 
the  Speedway  and  the  centre  line  of  Talbot  avenue, 
to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  H. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning 
at  the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Blue  Hill 
and  Talbot  avenues;  thence  by  the  centre  lines  of 
Talbot  avenue  and  the  Speedway  (in  Franklin 
Field)  to  the  intensection  with  the  centre  line  of 
Lyons  .street  extended;  thence  by  said  centre  line 
extended  and  the  centre  lines  of  Lyons  street, 
Lauriat  avenue,  Willowwood,  Harwood,  Lucerne 
and  Morton  streets.  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Walk  Hill 
and  Harvard  streets,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  15. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Morton  street;  thence  by  the  centre 
lines  of  Morton  street.  Board  of  Survey  street 
No.  507  and  Standard  street  to  River  street; 
thence  across  River  street,  and  by  the  centre  line 
of  Board  of  Survey  street  No.  523  and  said  centre 
line  extended  to  its  intersection  with  the  boundary 
line  (in  Neponset  river)  between  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  town  of  Milton;  thence  by  said 
boundary  line  to  its  intersection  with  the  centre  line 
of  Blue  Hills  parkway;  thence  by  the  centre  lines 
of  Blue  Hills  parkway  and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Precinct  16. — All  that  part  of  said  ward  lying 
within  the  following  described  line:  Beginning  at 
the  intersection  of  the  centre  lines  of  Walk  Hill 
street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue;  thence  by  the  centre 
lines  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Blue  Hills  parkway 
to  the  boundary  line  (in  Neponset  river)  between 
the  city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Milton;  thence 
by  said  boundary  line  and  the  former  boundary 
line  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of 
Hyde  Park  to  the  centre  line  of  Harvard  street; 
thence  by  the  centre  lines  of  Harvard  and  Walk 
Hill  streets,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CITY   HOSPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  6,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  September  11,  1911,  I  forwarded  to  your 
honorable  body  a  communication  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Ho.spital  Trustees,  urging  the  passage 
of  the  order  for  $297,800  recommended  by  me  for 
the  improvement  of  conditions  at  the  South 
Department  of  the  City  Hospital.  This  commu- 
nication was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
and  placed  on  file  December  18,  1911. 

I  have  held  repeated  conversations  with  mem- 
bers   of    your    honorable    body    upon    this    very 
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important  matter  and  believe  the  City  Council 
should  give  a  public  hearing  on  the  question,  at 
which  the  trustees  and  the  staff  might  be  heard. 
I  understand  that  as  yet  no  public  hearing  has 
been  held. 

.  I  transmit  herewith  another  communication 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Hospital  Trustees,  under 
date  of  January  6,  and  respectfully  request  that 
your  honorable  body  give  the  matter  its  earnest 
consideration. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 


Boston  City  Hospital, 
January  6,  1913. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston : 

Dear  Sir, —  Your  Honor's  attention  has  been 
called  repeatedly  to  the  lack  of  accommodations 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  at  the  South  Depart- 
ment for  infectious  diseases.  On  January  3, 
1913,  the  number  of  cases  was  353.  As  the  normal 
limit  is  about  250,  it  can  readily  be  seen  that  the 
wards  are  overcrowded.  Patients  ill  with  infec- 
tious diseases  should  have  at  least  1,500  cubic 
feet  of  air  space.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  certain 
rooms  the  patients  have  only  660  cubic  feet.  This 
outbreak  will  probably  continue  for  some  little 
time,  and  it  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future 
to  refuse  to  take  any  patients  at  the  South  Depart- 
ment ill  with  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria.  These 
patients  will  have  to  be  sent  to  other  hospitals 
in  some  of  the  adjoining  cities,  which  will  entail 
an  expense  to  the  city  of  at  least  $10  a  week. 

This  subject  of  enlarging  the  South  Department 
has  had  the  careful  consideration  of  the  trustees 
for  a  long  time.  On  December  2,  1910,  a  com- 
munication, a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  was  sent 
to  your  Honor,  in  which  the  reasons  for  addi- 
tional buildings  at  the  South  Department  are 
explicitly  set  forth.  In  this  letter  it  is  stated 
that  the  normal  capacity  of  the  South  Depart- 
ment is  250  pa,tients,  but  the  stress  has  been  so 
great  that  at  times  this  number  has  been  increased 
to  400,  to  the  detriment  of  the  welfare  of  the 
patients. 

On  June  9,  1911,  a  second  communication  was 
sent  to  your  Honor  regarding  this  subject,  a  copy 
of  which  is  annexed.  In  this  communication  the 
following  paragraph  occurs: 

"If  we  compare  foreign  cities  with  Boston,  we 
shall  find  that  in  London,  in  Glasgow  and  in 
continental  cities  there  are  accommodations  for 
patients  ill  with  infectious  diseases,  giving  each 
patient  1,500  cubic  feet  of  air  space,  for  nine  out 
of  every  10,000  of  the  population.  In  Boston 
there  are  accommodations  for  only  three  out  of 
every  10,000  of  the  population.  The  importance 
of  this  air  space  cannot  be  overestimated.  The 
number  of  cases  of  cross  infection  is  very  much 
increased  when  a  hospital  is  crowded.  Aside 
from  that,  patients  with  limited  space  do  not  do 
as  well  as  where  they  have  an  abundant  supply 
of  air  space.  Additional  accommodations  are 
therefore  greatly  needed  for  the  care  of  scarlet 
fever  patients." 

On  June  12,  1912,  a  further  communication  was 
sent  to  your  Honor,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
regarding  affairs  at  the  hospital. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  trustees  that  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  South  Department  is  of  the  utmost 
importance,  in  order  to  save  life  and  to  prevent 
epidemics  of  infectious  diseases,  and  that  some 
definite  action  should  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
appropriation  of  .$297,800  for  which  request  has 
previously  been  made.  While  it  is  well  known 
that  Boston  was  the  first  city  in  the  country  to 
establish  a  hospital  for  scarlet  fever  and  diph- 
theria with  adequate  accommodations,  in  1895, 
still  it  is  also  an  equally  well  known  fact  that  the 
accommodations  to-day  are  inadequate,  and  that 
Boston  is  not  equal  to  some  of  the  other  larger 
cities.  This  matter  has  been  discussed  very  fre- 
quently at  the  meetings  of  the  trustees,  and  they 
feel  that  it  is  their  duty  to  most  earnestly  urge 
upon  your  Honor  and  the  City  Council  the  im- 
mediate appropriation  of  the  necessary  funds 
asked  for  new  buildings.  Certain  preliminary 
plans  have  been  drawn,  which  the  superintendent 
is  ready  to  submit  at  the  convenience  of  your 
Honor  and  the  Council. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  your  Honor  to  know 
that  on  January  3,  1913,  the  number  of  patients 
at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  was  953,  This  is 
the  largest  number  that  there  has  been  in  the 
hospital  on  any  one  day  since  January  1,  1912. 


A  chart  showing  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
patients  treated  at  the  South  Department  from 
October  24,  1912,  to  January  3,  1913,  is  inclosed. 
Your  Honor  will  notice  that  there  has  been  a 
gradual  and  very  decided  increase  in  the  number 
of  patients  treated  each  day  during  this  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  Shuman, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 


Boston  City  Hospital, 

December  2,  1910. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees to-day  the  matter  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  buildings  on  the  ground  lately 
purchased  from  the  Robert  Treat  Paine  estate 
was  considered. 

The  constant  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
City  of  Boston  necessarily  increases  the  number 
of  infectious  diseases.  During  the  past  three 
years  the  city  has  suffered  so  much  from  these 
vexatious  diseases  that  the  South  Department  has 
been  overcrowded  for  a  portion  of  each  j'ear.  Its 
norma!  capacity  is  250  patients  but  the  stress 
has  been  so  great  that  at  times  this  number  has 
been  increased  to  400,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
welfare  of  the  patients.  In  addition  to  this  the 
city  has  been  obliged  to  board  out  a  great  many 
patients  at  the  Haines  Hospital  and  other  institu- 
tions during  the  time  mentioned,  which  is  not 
only  detrimental  to  the  pubUc  health  but  adds 
materially  to  the  expense  of  caring  for  the  patients 
over  the  cost  to  the  hospital  management  within 
its  sphere. 

It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
adequate  provision  should  be  made  for  the  treat- 
ment of  this  class  of  diseases  and  to  properly 
take  care  of  all  appUcants  ill  with  diphtheria, 
scarlet  fever  and  measles. 

It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  trustees  that 
Boston  was  the  first  city  to  establish  a  separate 
hospital  for  infectious  diseases.  Your  Honor  may 
possibly  remember  that  about  three  years  ago,  dui^ 
ing  your  former  administration,  an  appeal  was 
made  to  you  for  a  Measles  Pavilion.  You  gener- 
ously, and  with  a  full  appreciation  of  the  importance 
of  this  ward,  recommended  the  necessary  sum  for 
its  erection.  This  Measles  Pavilion  has  accom- 
plished a  great  deal  of  good  and  has  filled  a  long- 
felt  want,  for  until  its  erection  there  was  no  place 
to  send  a  patient  ill  with  measles. 

The  trustees  feel,  therefore,  that  your  Honor  as 
well  as  the  honorable  City  Council  will  recognize 
the  importance  of  enlarging  the  accommodations 
at  the  South  Department  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  After  carefully  considering  the  matter 
and  going  over  several  plans  that  have  been  sub- 
mitted for  their  inspection,  the  trustees  most 
respectfully  ask  your  Honor  to  recommend  a 
loan  appropriation  of  $297,800  for  new  buildings, 
changes  and  additions  at  the  South  Department, 
approximated  as  follows: 

Changes  in  east  paviUon $6,000  00 

Changes  in  west  pavilion 6,000  00 

Additional  story  to  laundry  building,  14,800  00 

New  six-story  ward  building 196,000  00 

Alterations  to  Paine  buildings 33,000  00 

Connecting  corridors,  and  pipes  and 

tunnels 20,000  00 

Yard  wall _ 8,000  00 

Contingent    and    administrative    ex- 
penses   14,000  00 


§297,800  00 


The  trustees,  fully  appreciating  j'our  Honor's 
great  interest  in  the  hospital,  and  your  cooperation 
for  the  welfare  and  alleviation  of  the  sick,  and 
especially  for  those  unfortunately  stricken  with  con- 
tagion, ask  you  kindly  to  recommend  to  the  honor- 
able Council  the  appropriation  of  the  above  men- 
tioned sum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees, 

Respectfully  yours, 

A.  Shuman, 
President  Board  of  iTrustees. 


JANUARY    6,    1913. 
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Boston  City  Hospital, 

June  9,  1911. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  the  Honor- 
able City  Council: 

Gentlemen, —  On  December  2,  1910,  I  addressed 
a  communication  to  your  Honor  (of  which  the 
inclosed  is  a  copy)  setting  forth  the  increasing 
need  of  greater  accommodations  for  the  South 
Department,  and  asking  for  an  appropriation  of 
$297,800  for  new  buildings,  changes  and  additions 
as  itemized  therein,  to  which  I  again  respectfully 
refer.  Since  that  time  the  demand  for  accommoda- 
tions for  the  care  of  patients  ill  with  infectious 
diseases  has  been  constantly  increasing,  and  we 
have  reached  a  point  where  this  department  is 
practically  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  and  further 
accommodations  are  immediately  needed. 

If  we  compare  foreign  cities  with  Boston,  we 
shall  find  that  in  London,  in  Glasgow  and  in  con- 
tinental cities  there  are  accommodations  for 
patients  ill  with  infectious  diseases,  giving  each 
patient  1,500  cubic  feet  of  air  space,  for  nine  out  of 
every  10,000  of  the  population.  In  Boston  there 
are  accommodations  for  only  three  out  of  every 
10,000  of  the  population,  The  importance  of  this 
air  space  cannot  be  overestimated.  The  number 
of  cases  of  cross  infection  is  very  much  increased 
when  a  hospital  is  crowded.  Aside  from  that, 
patients  with  limited  space  do  not  do  as  well  as 
where  they  have  an  abundant  supply  of  air  space. 
Additional  accommodations  are  therefore  greatly 
needed  for  the  care  of  scarlet  fever  patients. 

Anyone  familiar  with  the  history  of  infectious 
diseases  in  Boston  for  the  past  fifteen  years  must  be 
convinced  of  the  wonderful  amount  of  good  accom- 
plished by  the  South  Department  during  that  time. 
For  example,  the  death  rate  at  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  previous  to  the  days  of  antitoxin  for 
cases  of  laryngeal  diphtheria  was  about  85  per  cent. 

In  all  cases  of  diphtheria  the  percentage  of 
mortality  from  1895  to  1909  has  been  10.70,  as 
compared  with  43.20  before  the  opening  of  the 
South  Department.  In  1894  eighteen  people  out 
of  every  10,000  in  Boston  died  from  diphtheria; 
in  1910,  two  and  a  fraction. 

It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  average  ratio 
of  mortaUty  per  10,000  of  the  population  in  Boston 
from  scarlet  fever  previous  to  the  opening  of  the 
South  Department  was  2.87.  The  average  ratio 
of  mortality  from  1895  to  1909,  inclusive,  was  1.61, 
a  diminution  of  nearly  one-half.  If  every  patient 
who  applied  for  treatment  could  have  been 
promptly  taken  into  the  hospital  the  ratio  of 
mortality  and  ratio  of  morbidity  would  have  been 
very  much  reduced. 

In  the  new  building  at  the  South  Department 
it  is  intended  to  have  a  root  garden,  in  order  that 
the  children  may  have  the  benefit  of  open-air 
treatment.  It  is  also  intended  to  have  open-air 
wards  in  the  buildings  already  erected,  which  is 
covered  by  the  items  referring  to  changes  in  the 
east  and  west  pavilions. 

The  accommodations  for  laundry  work  at  the 
South  Department  must  be  increa.sed,  and  there- 
fore an  additional  story  must  be  added  to  the 
laundry  building,  as  the  laundry,  being  of  an  infec- 
tious nature,  must  be  done  on  the  premises. 

The  alterations  to  the  Paine  buildings,  the  con- 
necting corridors,  pipes  and  tunnels,  and  the  yard 
wall  are  all  items  that  become  necessary  with  the 
additional  buildings  and  enlargements. 

A  second  and  very  important  reason  why  addi- 
tional buildings  should  be  erected  is  the  fact  that 
the  accommodations  for  nurses  are  inadequate. 
It  is  also  important  that  there  should  be  separate 
dining  rooms  for  nurses  who  have  the  care  of  the 
different  infectious  diseases.  In  foreign  hospitals 
and  in  the  new  hospital  just  erected  in  Philadel- 
phia these  provisions  have  been  made. 

The  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  is  not  a 
charity,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word, 
but  it  is  an  element  of  public  safety,  and  it  is  as 
much  demanded  by  the  public  as  a  fire  depart- 
ment or  a  police  department.  It  is  a  disgrace 
to  any  municipality  to  have  an  epidemic  of  an 
infectious  disease.  Boston  should  be  able  to  con- 
trol any  epidemic  of  the  three  principal  infectious 
diseases,  namely,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and 
measles. 

Within  the  past  two  or  three  years  the  City  of 
Boston  has  paid  to  other  hospitals  for  the  treat- 
ment of  patients  ill  with  infectious  diseases  about 
$33,000.  The  average'  price  of  board  at  the.se 
hospitals  is  about  $10  a  week,  whereas  at  the  South 
Department    the    past     year,    deducting    money 


received  from  paying  patients  and  from  cities  and 
towns,  it  has  been  $3.94. 

In  conclusion  the  trustees,  realizing  the  great 
responsibilities  that  rest  upon  them  and  upon  the 
city  government,  most  earnestly  call  the  atten- 
tion of  your  Honor  and  the  honorable  City  Council 
to  the  crying  need  of  these  new  buildings,  and 
urgently  request  the  earliest  consideration  of  this 
loan  appropriation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  Shuman, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 

Boston  City  Hospital, 

June  12,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, —  I  would  call  your  Honor's  attention 
to  the  importance  of  establishing  an  orthopedic 
department  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  The 
reasons  for  this  were  set  forth  in  a  communication 
to  your  Honor  under  date  of  May  1,  1912,  a  copy 
of  which  I  inclose.  The  probable  cost  of  such  a 
department  would  be  about  $5,000. 

The  advisability  of  a  department  for  examina- 
tion of  the  chest  by  X-ray  was  also  called  to  your 
Honor's  attention  in  the  communication  of  May  1, 
a  copy  of  which  I  inclose. 

Your  Honor's  attention  was  called  to  the 
importance  of  an  appropriation  for  enlargement 
of  the  .South  Department.  The  reasons  for  this 
were  set  forth  in  the  communication  of  May  1, 
a  copy  of  which  I  inclose.  It  is  very  important 
that  some  definite  action  should  be  taken  in  regard 
to  this  appropriation  of  $297,000  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  South  Department.  The  trustees 
are  very  anxious  to  have  plans  drawn  and  to 
make  preliminary  arrangements  regarding  the 
erection  of  the  new  buildings  at  the  South  Depart- 
ment. It  is  important  that  some  of  the  work 
should  be  done  before  commencement  of  winter, 
as  during  the  cold  season  the  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  is  very  much  larger 
than  during  the  summer. 

On  May  15,  1912,  a  communication  was  sent 
to  your  Honor  explaining  the  reasons  of  the 
increased  cost  of  maintenance.  The  attention 
of  your  Honor  was  called  to  the  fact  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  restore  the  $14,000  taken  from  the 
original  budget.  The  reasons  for  this  work  were 
set  forth  in  the  communication  of  May  15,  a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed. 

It  is  the  object  and  aim  of  the  trustees  to  have 
adequate  accommodations  for  the  care  of  all 
infectious  diseases.  It  is  also  very  important 
that  an  orthopedic  department  should  be  estab- 
lished. The  necessity  for  such  a  department 
cannot  be  overestimated.  The  necessity  of  a 
department  for  examination  of  chests  by  means 
of  the  X-ray  has  been  very  carefully  considered 
by  the  trustees,  and  they  are  of  the  opinion  that 
such  a  department  should  be  established  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital. 

Fully  appreciating  your  great  interest  in  the 
ho.spital,  the  trustees  feel  that  the  recommenda- 
tions set  forth  in  the  communications  of  May  1 
and  May  15  are  absolutely  essential  for  the  well- 
being  of  the  hospital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees, 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  Shuman, 
President  Board  of  Trustees, 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Minnie  G.  Cruff,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Maple  street. 

P.  McCaffrey,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  85  Washington  street,  Charlestown,  by  a  falling 
tree. 

Mary  M.  Minton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  her  being  struck  by  a  police  patrol  wagon. 

Isabelle  Mclsaac,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  snow  thrown  upon  her  by  city  employee. 

Charles  E.  Wilber,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 


366 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


John  J.  Sullivan,  to  be  repaid  expense  of  repair- 
ing drain,  etc.,  at  128  M  street.  Ward  14, 

John  J.  CoUins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Power 
street. 

Emma  Barney  et  al.,  for  compensation  for 
in,iuries  caused  by  negligence  of  agents  of  the  city. 

Esther  C.  Woods,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  33  Meridian  street,  caused  by  a 
wall  maintained  by  the  city  on  the  line  of  her 
estate. 

Executive. 

Jacob  Cohen,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
16  Main  street.  Ward  5.         '' 

Estate  of  Henry  W.  Williams,  by  Henry  W. 
Williams,  trustee,  and  very  many  others,  for 
straightening  of  Commonwealth  avenue. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   COPLEY   SQUARE. 

The  following  was  received: 

121  Beacon  Street, 
Boston,  January  4,  1913. 
To   the   President   and    Members    of   the   Boston 
City  Council: 

Sirs, — I  am  informed  that  a  communication  is 
to  be  sent  to  the  Council  by  the  Mayor,  on  Mon- 
day, January  6,  asking  for  an  appropriation  of 
$45,000  to  begin  work  on  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Copley  square,  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Frank 
A.  Bourne,  architect,  which  I  believe  are  at  present 
under  the  consideration  of  the  city  government. 

May  I  take  this  occasion,  therefore,  of  address- 
ing a  letter  to  your  honorable  body,  as  one  of 
those  who  strongly  favor  such  an  appropriation 
for  this  purpose,  as  soon  as  possible.  There  is,  I 
believe,  a  widespread  public  demand  for  an  im- 
proved treatment  of  Copley  square  along  the  lines 
laid  down  in  these  plans.  I  feel  that  I  can  hardly 
speak  too  strongly  on  this  point.  At  some  future 
timie  I  trust  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  arguments  in  greater  detail,  but  at 
present  let  me  say  this : 

That  if  the  Council  will  pass  this  appropriation 
and  the  future  appropriations  which  may  be  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  work,  I  am  prepared,  at  con- 
siderable personal  sacrifice  and  only  because  I 
believe  it  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  in  the  future,  to  make  an 
effort  to  raise  a  fund  from  private  donations,  by 
persons  who  would  thus  become  public  benefactors, 
which  shall  equal  the  appropriations  made  by  the 
city,  up  to  $100,000  if  necessary,  under  the  following 
conditions : 

1.  That  the  name  of  the  square  shall  always 
remain  Copley  square,  and  that  no  memorial  to 
any  man,  other  than  Copley  possibly,  shall  domi- 
nate the  central  design  in  the  square,  whether  this 
be  a  column  or  any  other  form  of  ornament. 

2.  That  the  Parkman  Fund  be  drawn  upon  at 
the  rate  of  $50,000  per  year,  for  a  period  of  five 
or  six  years  or  more,  if  necessary,  to  build  the 
column  provided  in  the  present  plans,  if  the  fund 
is  legally  available  for  this  purpose.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  city  shall  feel  an  obligation  to 
recommend  this  use  of  the  Parkman  Fund  and  do 
all  in  its  power  to  bring  it  to  pass. 

While,  of  course,  I  can  guarantee  nothing  at 
present  in  regard  to  obtaining  such  a  private  fund 
as  I  have  outlined  above,  I  stand  ready,  if  the 
Council  views  it  with  favor,  to  do  all  I  can  to 
obtain  it.  I  am  at  present  at  w'ork  on  this  plan 
of  financing  this  undertaking,  and  have  alrea'dy 
received  two  definite  offers  of  assistance,  and  am 
hopeful  of  more,  during  the  next  weeks,  after 
which  I  shall  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  speak 
more  definitely. 

I  find  that  it  is  the  feeling  among  those  with 
whom  I  have  consulted  that  the  city  can  safely 
afford  to  undertake  this  work  and  make  a  series 
of  appropriations  to  cover  it,  which  may  extend 
if  necessary  over  a  period  of  eighteen  months  or 
more,  and  the  financing  of  the  column  could 
follow  later.  I  do  not  presume  to  suggest  whether 
the  appropriations  should  be  made  from  a  loan 
order,  from  the  Public  Works  Department,  the 
Public  Grounds  Department,  or  the  Street  Light- 
ing Department,  or  any  of  these  in  combination. 
There  will  also,  I  understand,  be  something,  like 
.S50,000  income  from  the  Parkman  Fund  available 
for  appropriation  in  'January  or  February  of  this 
year.  And  the  Public  Grounds  Department 
would,  if  necessary,  I  think,  be  willing  to  w-aive 
the  present  needs  of  any  further  work  on  the 
Boston  Common  this  spring,  in  view  of  the  more 


immediate  needs  of  getting  the  work  of  improv- 
ing Copley  square  under  way.  I  have  gone  over 
this  matter  carefully  with  the  superintendent, 
Mr.  Sullivan. 

I  have  also  carefully  gone  over  the  w-hole  ques- 
tion of  the  traffic  through  and  around  Copley 
square,  with  relation  to  the  proposed  closing  of 
Huntington  avenue  from  Dartmouth  to  Clarendon 
streets.  The  proposed  diversion  of  surface  cars 
from  Huntington  avenue  to  Dartmouth  and 
Boylston  streets,  namely,  around  the  square 
instead  of  through  it,  cannot  in  my  opinion  (and 
this  opinion  is  shared  by  a  large  portion  of  citizens 
who,  like  myself,  use  these  cars,  as  well  as  using 
Bates  Hall  in  the  Public  Library  for  reading  and 
quiet)  be  fairly  considered  a  sufficient  argu- 
ment to  prevent  the  proposed  improvement  of 
Copley  square  being  carried  out. 

Mr.  Jordan,  as  one  who  represents  the  interests 
of  the  Boston  Opera  House  at  the  further  end  of 
Huntington  avenue  in  this  connection,  has  stated 
to  me  that  he  has  no  objection  to  offer  and  on  the 
contrary  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  improvement. 
Concurring  then  in  the  recommendations  of  the 
Art  Commission,  in  their  report  to  the  Mayor 
when  approving  the  plans  of  Mr.  Bourne,  I  beg 
earnestly  that  the  City  Council  will  pass  the 
appropriations  necessary  to  carrj-  them  out. 
Viewing  the  matter  from  the  broadest  standpoint, 
Copley  square  well  deserves  such  a  treatment. 
In  the  future  it  will  become  more  and  more  one 
of  the  most  important  centers  of  a  city  which  is 
not  only  the  capital  of  the  state,  but  the  central 
metropolis  of  New  England. 

Such  an  improvement  is  distinctly  a  financial 
asset  to  the  city  for  all  time.  The  importance 
of  the  square  will  become  known  throughout  the 
entire  country,  it  is  not.too  much  to  say  almost 
throughout  the  world,  and  compare  favorably 
with  the  great  city  squares  of  London,  Paris  or 
other  capitals.  It  will  attract  travelers,  visitors 
and  conventions  who  might  not  otherwise  be 
drawn  to  Boston.  The  resulting  business  to  our 
hotels,  our  merchants  and  the  city  in  general, 
may  safely  be  reckoned  for  future  years  in  the 
millions  rather  than  thousands  of  dollars.  We 
have  already  seen  the  financial  as  well  as  artistic 
advantages  to  the  city  of  such  institutions  as  the 
Public  Library,  the  Art  Museum,  the  Opera,  to 
mention  only  a  few  which  represent  art  or  Uterature. 
The  proposed  improvement  of  Copley  square  is 
of  a  similar  kind,  aesthetic,  or  artistic  on  the 
surface,  but  deeper  than  that,  an  actual  financial 
benefit,  a  civic  investment  of  the  most  valuable 
character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sirs. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Charles  Gibson. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


COMMUNICATIONS     CONCERNING 
ASSESSED   VALUES. 

The  following  were  received: 

Boston,  December  26,  1912. 
Mr.  John  J.  Attridge, 

President  Boston  City  Council: 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Earnest  E.  Smith,  dated  December  23,  1912, 
requesting  me  to  consider  the  subject  of  inequalities 
between  assessed  values  and  fair  market  values  of 
real  estate.  Also  in  regard  to  a  system  based  on  a 
unit  value. 

There  are  no  doubt  inequalities  between  assessed 
values  and  market  values,  and  always  will  be. 

The  assessed  values  are  made  on  April  1  of  each 
year  and  must  stand  until  April  1  of  the  following 
year,  in  the  meantime  sales  may  be  made  that 
might  effect  the  values  made  b.v  the  assessors  as 
of  April  1.  but  sales  are  not  always  a  basis  of  value, 
for  example: 

A  certain  piece  of  real  estate  situated  in  the 
South  End,  assessed  for  $48,000,  with  a  bank  mort- 
gage of  $35,000,  sold  for  $54,000,  This  property 
at  the  time  it  was  sold  had  a  gross  rental  (if  all 
the  apartments  were  rented)  of  $5,400  a  year. 
After  deducting  interest  on  mortgage,  janitor 
service,  coal,  taxes,  insurance,  water  rates,  deprecia- 
tion and  loss  of  rents  on  account  of  vacancies,  the 
owner  got  a  return  of  3  per  cent  on  his  investment. 
It  would  have  been  better  for  him  had  he  put  his 
money  in  a  savings  bank.  In  ray  opinion  the  price 
paid  for  this  property  was  $14,000  more  than  it 
was  worth, 
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There  can  be  no  hard  and  fast  rule  applied  to 
real  estate  values.  It  is  entirely  a  matter  of 
judgment  based  on  conditions. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  H.  Donovan. 

Boston,  December  26,  1912. 
John  J.  Attridge,  Esq., 
t  President  City  Council: 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  seen  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Earnest  E.  Smith,  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
asking  the  opinion  of  persons  as  to  the  advis- 
ability of  changing  the  present  method  of  assess- 
ments for  taxes  to  a  unit  system. 

We  believe  that  before  any  change  is  made  it 
should  be  most  carefully  and  thoroughly  con- 
sidered as  to  whether  it  would  be  adapted  to 
Boston's  needs  even  though  such  a  system  may 
prove  successful  in  other  cities. 

We  trust  the  matter  will  receive  the  best  cen- 
sideration  of  the  honorable  Council,  and  remain, 
with  compliments  of  the  season. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Shuman  &  Co. 

December  28,  1912. 
Chairman  of  the  City  Council: 

Dear  Sir, — Before  any  proposed  changes  are 
made  in  the  system  of  assessing  property  in  the 
City  of  Boston  we  recommend  that  the  most 
careful  investigation  and  consideration  be  given 
same. 

It  is  an  open  question  whether  a  western  system 
would  be  applicable  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
Very  truly  yours, 

William  Jardine. 

Boston,  December  31,  1912. 
John  J.  Attridge,  Esq., 

President  of  the  City  Council: 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  a  communication 
received  by  us  from  Coun.  Smith,  asking  for  an  • 
expression  as  regards  a  change  in  the  present  sys- 
tem of  assessing  property  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
would  say  that  in  our  opinion  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible for  the  assessors  of  this  or  any  other  city  to 
exactly  assess  property  for  the  actual  price  for 
which  it  will  be  sold.  Sometimes  it  sells  for  more, 
and  sometimes  it  sells  for  less  than  the  assessed 
value. 

We  do  not  think  that  any  body  of  men,  whether 
under  this  system,  or  any  other  system,  can  exactly 
assess  the  property  for  what  it  will  sell.  In  our 
twenty-five  years  of  experience  in  the  sales  of  real 
estate,  no  matter  in  what  locations  the  property 
is  situated,  very  rarely  the  price  has  been  exactly 
for  what  the  property  was  assessed. 

The  conditions  and  character  of  locations  are 
continually  changing,  some  for  the  better,  and 
some  for  the  worse,  and  it  always  will  be  so,  no 
matter  what  system  is  adopted.  Therefore  we 
do  not  feel  that  a  change  at  this  time  will  benefit 
either  the  City  of  Boston  or  its  citizens. 
Yours  very  truly, 

R.  F.  Andrews  &  Co. 

December  28,  1912. 
Chairman  of  the  City  Council: 

Dear  Sir, — Before  any  proposed  changes  are 
made  in  the  system  of ,  assessing  property  in  the 
City  of  Boston  we  recommend  that  the  most 
careful  investigation  and  consideration  be  given 
same. 

It  is  an  open  question  whether  a  western  system 
would  be  applicable  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
Very  truly  yours, 

C.  C.  Ferris. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


STORAGE   OF  GASOLENE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Cadillac  Automo- 
bile Company  of  Boston,  formerly  Park  Square 
Auto  Station,  certifying  that  building  at  664  Com- 
monwealth avenue.  Ward  11,  is  occupied  by  them 
for  the  storage  of  gasolene,  and  of  intention  to  use 
same  premises  for  said  purpose  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRUSTEE    FOR    CHILDREN. 

The  appointment  by  the  Mayor  of  Margaret 
Foley  to  be  a  Trustee  for  Children  was  received  and 
placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF  ELECTION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives that  a  vacancy  exists  in  District  No.  3, 
County  of  Suffolk,  caused  by  the  death  of  William 
J.  Murray,  and  of  the  appointment  of  Tuesday, 
February  11,  1913,  for  holding  an  election  in  said 
district  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

Placed  on  tile. 

In  connection  with  said  notice  Coun.  MC- 
DONALD offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  Ward 
3  (said  ward  being  the  Third  Suffolk  Representa- 
tive District),  qualified  to  vote  for  state  officers, 
be  held  at  the  several  polling  places  in  said  ward 
dt!signated  for  the  purpo.se  by  the  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners,  on  Tuesday,  the  eleventh  day  of 
February,  1913,  for  the  election  of  a  representative 
in  the  General  Court. 

The  polls  at  said  meetings  shall  be  opened  at 
six  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed 
to  give  notice  of  said  meetings  by  advertising  the 
same  as  required  by  law. 

Passed. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  2.30  newsboys, 
three  bootblacks  and  eight  vendors — recommend- 
ing that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 


HEARINGS  AT  THREE  O'CLOCK. 

President  ATTRIDGE  next  called  up  the  follow- 
ing: 

On  the  question  of  adjudging  certain  dilapidated 
buildings  to  be  nuisances,  said  buildings  being 
located  as  follows; 

1.  137-149  West  Second  street.  Ward  13. 

2.  150  West  Ninth  street.  Ward  13. 

3.  100  Water  street,  Ward  5. 

In  connection  with  No.  1,  the  following  was 
received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department, 

January  3,  1913. 
Mr.  John  F.  Dever, 

Clerk  of  Committees: 
Dear  Sir, — The  owner  of  the  buildings,  137-149 
West  Second  street,  South  Boston,  reported  to  the 
Council   as   dilapidated,   has   agreed   to   repair   or 
remove  the  buildings. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  G.  Everett, 
Building  Commissioner. 
On  No.  2,  Mr.  Edward  L.  Hopkins  appeared  for 
the  present  owner,  Mr.  Frank  S.  Goodwin,  whom 
he  stated  would  like  to  have  the  building  stand 
and  proposed  to  take  some  action  with  that  in 
view. 

On  No.  3,  Mr.  George  H.  Brown  appeared  for 
the  owner,  Mr.  George  W.  Raynes,  objecting  to 
immediate  action  being  taken. 

No  further  objections,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  were 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION     OF     EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  the  following: 

4.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  27,  1912,  of  Leslie  Kierstead, 
Benjamin  F.  Appleby  and  David  Miller  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal;  Benjamin  F.  Appleby  to  be  a 
Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark;  and  Charles  Seely 
to  be  an  Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay 
and  Straw. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


LIGHTING   OF   MINOT   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Sohoolhouse  Commissioners  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide  for  the  proper 
lighting  of  the   Minot   School,   Neponset   avenue, 
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so  that  the  hall  in  said  school  may  be  used  for. 
public  meetings  in  the  evening. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  this  order  and 
the  order  about  to  follow  represent  the  .ioint  efforts 
of  you  and  myself  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Neponset  and  the  Neponset  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation. The  orders  are  introduced  at  their  request 
and  I  hope  will  be  passed  unanimously. 

The  order  was  passed. 


SIDEWALK,   NEPONSET  AVENUE. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  easterly  side  of  Neponset  avenue,  between 
Tolman  and  Walnut  streets.  Ward  24,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalks  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built 
of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestoues,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CLAIMS. 

-Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  J.  R. 
McPeake  (referred  December  27)  for  payment 
for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs — recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  J.  R. 
McPeake  the  sum  of  thirteen  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents  ($13.75)  in  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  dogs  December  17,  1912,  said 
sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


REESTABLISHMENT  OF  CAR  LINE. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Company,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  reestablish  the 
Forest  Hills-North  Station  line  of  cars  that  was 
recently  discontinued  by  said  company. 

Passed. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HALE,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinances 
(referred  November  18)  relative  to  streets  and 
public  grounds — recommending  the  passage  of 
ordinances  amending  section  66  of  chapter  47  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  and  section  68  of  chapter 
47  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  in  the  following  new 
drafts,  and  that  the  ordinance  amending  section 
34  of  chapter  47  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  ought 
not  to  pass. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  and  HALE  dissent  on 
report  amending  section  34  of  chapter  47  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances — that  the  same  ought  not  to 
pass. 

The  new  draft  of  the  ordinance  to  amend  section 
66,  as  recommended  by  the  committee,  was  as 
follows: 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Twelve. 

An  Ordinance. 

Be   it  ordained  by  the   City   Council  of   Boston, 

as  follows: 

Section  66  of  chapter  47  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1898  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following: 

Section  66.  No  person  shall  in  or  upon  the 
Common,  Public  Garden  or  other  public  ground 
of  the  city,  walk,  stand  or  sit  upon  the  grass,  or 
upon  any  planted  land,  or  upon  any  land  prepared 
for  planting,  or  upon  any  fountain,  monument  or 
statue,  or  upon  any  bandstand,  wall,  fence,  or 
other  structure,  or  within  the  basin  of  any  pond 
otherwise  than  upon  ice,  or  stand  or  lie  upon  a 
bench  or  sleep  thereon,  or,  not  being  a  Woman  or  a 
child,  occupy  a  bench  designated  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  women  and  children, — except  that  the  Mayor 
may  from  time  to  time  by  proclamation  and  order 
permit  walking,  standing  and  lying  upon  the 
grassed  land  of  the  Common  or  any  designated 
part  thereof,  or  the  grassed  land  of  any  other 
public  ground  or  any  designated  part  thereof,  ex- 


cept the  Public  Garden,  for  such  days  or  such 
parts  of  days  as  he  shall  specify;  and  he  may  in 
like  manner  by  proclamation  and  order  permit 
sleeping  between  sunset  and  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  on  such  days  as  he  shall  specify,  on  any 
of  the  benches  and  any  of  the  grassed  lands  of  the 
Common  or  other  public  grounds,  except  the 
Public  Garden.  Nothing  contained  in  this  section 
or  in  section  68  of  this  chapter  shall  be  held  to 
prohibit  the  doing  of  any  act  in  the  reasonable 
performance  of  his  work  or  employment  by  any 
person  acting  under  the  authority  or  direction  of 
any  board  or  officer  in  charge  of  any  of  the  places 
described  in  this  section. 

The  new  draft  of  the  ordinance  to  amend  section 
68,  as  recommended  by  the  committee,  was  as 
follows: 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Twelve. 

An  Ordinance. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows : 

Section  68  of  chapter  47  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1898,  as  amended  by  chapter  2  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1900,  by  chapter  4  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1903,  and  by  chapter  5  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1905,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out 
said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following: 

Section  68.  No  person  shall,  in  or  upon  the 
Common,  Public  Garden,  or  other  public  grounds 
of  the  city,  annoy  another  person;  or  utter  any 
profane,  threatening,  abusive,  obscene,  or  indecent 
language  or  loud  outcry;  or  do  any  obscene  or 
indecent  act;  or  have  possession  of  or  drink  any- 
intoxicating  liquor  or  be  under  the  influence  of 
intoxicating  liquor;  or  play  anj'  game  of  chance 
or  have  possession  of  any  instrument  of  gambling; 
or  dig  up,  cut,  break,  deface,  defile,  ill-use,  handle, 
,  take  or  remove  any  turf,  flower,  plant,  bush,  tree, 
rock,  sign,  fence,  structure  or  other  thing  or  part 
thereof  belonging  to  the  citj^;  or  cut,  break,  or 
remove  the  ice  in  or  from  anj'  pond;  or  drive  any 
animal  or  suffer  any  animal  in  his  cliarge  to  feed 
or  go  at  large,  except  dogs  on  the  Common;  or 
propel  any  vehicle,  except  a  vehicle  pushed  or 
drawn  by  hand  and  designed  to  convey  children; 
or  throw  any  stone  or  other  missile;  or  injure  or 
have  possession  of  any  fish,  bird,  or  wild  animal; 
or  injure  or  disturb  any  bird's  nest  or  eggs;  or  set 
a  trap  or  snare;  or  drop  or  place  and  suffer  to 
remain  any  piece  of  paper  or  other  refuse,  except 
in  receptacles  designated  therefor. 

Report  accepted  and  ordinances  amending  sec- 
tion 66  of  chapter  47  and  section  6S  of  chapter  47 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  passed,  and  ordinance 
amending  section  34  of  chapter  47  rejected. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Alayor.  communica- 
tion and  ordinance  (referred  June  6)  relative  to 
construction,  alteration,  etc.,  of  buildings — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  ordinance  in  the  following 
new  draft: 

An  Ordinance  Providing  for  more  Efficient  Control 
of  Building  Operations. 

Section  1.  All  persons  who  shall  hereafter 
take  personal  charge  or  control  of  the  work  of 
construction,  alteration,  removal  or  tearing  down 
of  buildings  or  structures  in  the  City  of  Boston 
shall  be  qualified  by  education,  training  or  experi- 
ence for  the  performance  of  that  duty  in  a  manner 
which  shall  preserve  public  safety  and  conform 
to  the  laws,  ordinances,  rules  and  regulations 
relating  to  the  construction,  alteration,  removal 
or  tearing  down  of  buildings  or  structures  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Sect.  2.  The  qualifications  of  such  persons 
shall  be  determined  by  a  board  of  examiners  as 
hereinafter  provided;  and  no  permit  for  the  doing 
of  work  described  in  section  one  of  this  ordinance 
shall  be  issued  by  the  building  commissioner 
unless  the  application  for  a  permit  therefor  con- 
tains the  name,  address  and  signature  of  a  person 
who  is  duly  licensed,  as  hereinafter  provided,  to 
take  personal  charge  or  control  of  such  work; 
provided,  however,  that  a  permit  may  be  granted 
if  no  person  licensed  as  aforesaid  has  been  named 
in  the  application  therefor  whenever  the  work  in 
question  is  of  minor  importance,  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  building  commissioner,  stated  in 
writing  with  his  reasons  therefor  upon  the  applica- 
tion for  such  permit,  the  work  is  of  such  simple 
character  that  its  execution  will  not  endanger 
the  safety  of  the  public,  or  of  any  person  engaged 
thereon. 
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Sect.  3.  There  shall  be  in  the  building  depart- 
ment a  board  to  be  called  the  board  of  examiners. 
Said  board  shall  consist  of  three  members  to  be 
appointed  by  the  mayor  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  sections  nine  and  ten  of  chapter  four 
hundred  eighty-six  of  the  acts  of  the  year  nineteen 
hundred  nine.  Each  member  shall  receive  ten 
dollars  for  every  day  or  part  thereof  of  actual 
service  but  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars 
in  any  year.  The  first  appointments  shall  be  for 
one,  two  and  three  year  terms  respectively,  and 
succeeding  appointments  shall  be  for  terms  of 
three  years. 

Sect.  4.  The  board  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  appointments  of  the  members  have  become 
operative,  meet  and  organize  by  the  selection  of  a 
chairman  and  a  secretary;  and  shall  hold  exam- 
inations, under  reasonable  rules  and  regulations 
adopted  by  it,  of  persons  desiring  to  be  registered 
as  qualified  to  have  charge  or  control  of  the  con- 
struction, alteration,  removal,  or  tearing  down  of 
buildings  or  structures.  The  first  examination 
shall  be  held  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of 
the  organization  of  the  board,  and  shall  be  adver- 
tised once  a  week  for  three  successive  weeks  in 
the  daily  papers  published  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  in  the  City  Record.  Due  notice  of  subsequent 
examinations  shall  be  posted  in  the  offices  of  the 
building  department  and  of  the  board  of  exam- 
iners and  published  in  the  City  Record. 

The  board  shall  establish  various  classes  of 
persons  to  be  registered,  shall  determine  the  qual- 
ifications required  for  each  class,  and  after  exam- 
ination shall  register  in  each  class  the  persona 
found  to  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  there- 
for. The  name  and  address  of  each  person  so 
found  to  be  qualified,  with  the  designation  of  the 
class  in  which  he  is  registered,  shall  thereupon  be 
certified  by  the  board  to  the  building  cpmmissioner, 
who  shall  make  a  record  of  the  same  which  shall 
be  open  to  public  inspection. 

Sect.  5.  Any  person  who  shall  by  afladavit, 
together  with  such  other  evidence  as  may  be 
required  by  the  board,  show  to  the  board  that 
prior  to  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  he  has  had 
charge  or  control  of  the  construction,  alteration, 
removal  or  tearing  down  of  buildings  or  «tructures 
in  the  class  in  which  he  applies  to  be  registered,  and 
shall  satisfy  the  board  that  he  is  qualified  by 
education,  training  or  experience  to  have  charge 
or  control  of  such  work,  may,  without  any  other 
examination,  be  registered  in  said  class  and  be 
certified  to  the  building  commissioner  as  a  person 
qualified  within  such  class. 

Sect.  6.  The  building  commissioner,  upon  the 
payment  of  a  fee  of  two  dollars,  shall  issue  a  license 
to  each  person  certified  by  the  board,  and  such 
license  shall  not  be  transferred.  The  fees  received 
by  the  board  and  by  the  building  commissioner 
shall  be  paid  over  to  the  city  collector  at  least 
once  a  week. 

Sect.  7.  A  person  who  has  been  duly  licensed  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  have  charge  or  con- 
trol of  any  work  described  in  section  one  of  this 
ordinance,  in  the  class  in  which  he  is  registered, 


until  his  license  is  revoked  or  suspended  by  the 
building  commissioner  upon  the  order  of  the  board. 
No  license  shall  be  revoked  or  suspended  except 
upon  proof  of  charges,  filed  with  the  board  by  the 
building  commissioner  or  other  person,  specifying 
that  the  licensee  has  been  careless  or  negligent 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty  in  connection  with 
work  under  his  charge  or  control,  or  has  caused  or 
permitted  a  violation  of  the  building  laws  in  con- 
nection therewith,  or  that  such  laws  have  been 
violated  in  connection  with  such  work  when  the 
licensee  knew,  or,  in  the  exercise  of  due  diligence, 
should  have  known  that  such  violation  had 
occurred.  Upon  learning  of  such  carelessness, 
or  neglect  of  duty,  or  of  such  violation  of  law,  the 
building  commissioner  shall  file  clmrges  with  the 
board  and  prosecute  the  same.  Upon  the  filing 
of  such  charges  by  the  building  commissioner, 
or  other  person,  the  board  shall  give  to  the  licensee 
notice  of  a  hearing  upon  the  charges  which  shall  be 
held  by  the  board  not  less  than  seven  days  after 
the  date  of  said  notice.  The  notice  shall  be  by 
personal  service  or  by  registered  mail  and  shall 
state  the  time  and  place  of  the  hearing  and  contain 
a  copy  of  the  charges.  At  such  hearing  the  licensee 
may  be  represented  by  counsel,  and  the  building 
commissioner  may  be  assisted  by  a  representative 
of  the  law  department  of  the  city. 

Sect.  8.  If,  for  any  cause,  a  person  licensed  as 
herein  provided  shall  cease  to  have  charge  or  con- 
trol of  any  work  described  in  section  one  of  this 
ordinance  before  such  work  is  finished,  the  work 
shall  stop  until  another  person  duly  licensed  for 
the  doing  of  such  work  has  been  placed  in  charge 
thereof. 

Sect.  9.  Whenever  the  board  shall  determine 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  has  been 
licensed  in  the  various  classes,  it  shall  post  notice 
of  such  determination  in  the  offices  of  the  build- 
ing department  and  of  the  board  and  publish  the 
same  in  the  City  Record.  No  person  shall,  by 
reason  of  anything  contained  in  this  ordinance, 
be  denied  a  permit  by  the  building  commissioner 
or  suffer  any  penalty  until  after  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  from  the  date  of  said  publication  in 
the  City  Record. 

Sect.  10.  Whoever  violates  any  provision  of 
this  ordinance  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  fift.v  dollars  for  each  offence. 

Sect.  H.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  pas.sage. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  proposed  ordinance. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  the  matter  lie  on  the  table  until  the  next 
meeting.  I  could  not  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
committee.  I  was  here  every  day  that  the  com- 
mittee sent  a  notice  to  me  until  to-day.  I  have 
not  had  time  to  look  this  over  and  would  like  the 
necessary  time. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  at 
3.51  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  20, 
at  3  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Saturday,  January  18,  1913. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m., 
President   ATTRIDGE   in   the   chair.      Absent— 
Coun.  Coulthurst  and  Smith. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting  a.s  follows: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  ,January  16,  1913. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Saturday, 
January  18,  1913,  at  1  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  matters  before  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Respectfully, 
JoH.^I  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  9)  for  loan  of  $60,000  for 
high  pressure  fire  service — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  pas.sed  (taking  the 
second  reading  not  less  than  two  weeks  from 
to-day),  yeas  0,  nays  0. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  16)  for  loan  of  $5,000  for 
extension  of  Bridge  Division  yard — that  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  I  desire  to  add  just  a 
word  to  the  report.  As  chairman  of  the  committee 
I  myself  made  a  personal  investigation  of  this 
matter,  and  visited  the  location  of  the  proposed 
yard  on  two  occasions.  Williout  undertaking 
to  pass  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  and  without 
intimating  any  adverse  position  on  the  matter, 
the  Committee  on  Finance  feels  that  this  sum  is 
rather  too  small  an  amount  to  make  the  subject  of 
a  loan.  Therefore  they  submit  this  report,  without 
prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected,  without  prej- 
udice. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  May  13)  for  loan 
of  $125,000  for  municipal  building,  Ward  17 — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  this  report  is  in 
consequence  of  the  position  already  taken  by  the 
Council.  The  Council  has  already  investigated  and 
reported  on  this  proposition,  and  is  already  com- 
mitted to  it.  The  matter  has  been  before  the 
Council  in  one  form  or  another  for  several  years. 
That  is  to  say,  the  agitation  in  favor  of  this  prop- 
osition started  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  but  this 
pending  proposition  has  been  before  the  Council 
since  last  May.  Upon  the  occasion  of  the  first 
report,  for  $5,000  for  plans  and  specifications,  the 
matter  was  discussed  at  considerable  length.  Fur- 
ther than  that  the  committee  does  not  deem  it 
necessary  now  to  go  into  the  matter. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passage  (taking  the  second 
reading  not  less  than  two  weeks  from  to-day), 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munication (referred  January  6)  relative  to  im- 
provements at  South  Department,  City  Hospital — 
recommending  reference  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission for  investigation  and  report  not  later  than 
March,  1913. 

CJoun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  City  Council  there  have  appeared 
in  the  public  Press  numerous  articles  on  the  subject 
of  building  extensions  at  the  South  Department  of 
the  City  Hospital  for  the  care  of  infectious  diseases. 
We  already  have  on  the  records  letters  from  the 


Board  of  Trustees  of  the  hospital  as  well  as  com- 
munications from  the  Mayor  of  the  city  urging 
action  of  the  Council  looking  to  the  appropriation 
by  loan  of  very  large  sums  of  money  for  exten- 
sions to  the  South  Department.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  City  Council  has  not  felt  impelled  to 
respond  to  these  requests  for  more  money,  simply 
because  we  are  not  convinced  that  conditions  at 
the  South  Department  are  or  have  been  of  such  a 
character  as  to  warrant  us  in  saddling  this  heavy 
outlay  of  money  upon  the  city  and  adding  to  the 
great  financial  burden  which  already  exists.  This 
in  no  manner  means  that  the  Council  is  not  ready 
to  meet  every  proper  demand  looking  to  the  care 
and  medical  treatment  of  those  who  are  received 
as  patients  at  this  department  of  the  City  Hospital. 
On  the  contrary,  primarily  and  above  and  before 
everything  else,  the  city  will  always  respond  to 
the  call  of  the  sick  and  afflicted.  Before  the 
construction  of  streets,  the  erection  of  public 
buildings,  the  extension  of  baths  and  playgrounds, 
the  claims  of  hospitals  must  and  should  be  con- 
sidered. I  have  less  hesitation  in  voting  money 
for  hospital  purposes  than  any  other  of  the  channels 
of  public  expenditures,  and  this  I  believe  may 
also  be  said  of  the  other  members  of  the  City 
Council.  The  hospital  trustees  at  tlie  present 
time  are  requesting  in  round  figures  $300,000  for 
new  buildings  for  infectious  diseases. 

Now,  what  is  the  situation  at  the  City  Hospital 
with  respect  to  the  South  Department?  The 
Hospital  Department  has  laid  .stress  on  the  fact 
that  in  the  case  of  an  epidemic  of  infectious 
diseases  the  department  would  be  crippled  for 
lack  of  accommodation  and  serious  harm  would 
result.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  it  would  be  hard 
to  imagine  in  view  of  the  letter  from  the  city  Board 
of  Health  to  the  Mayor,  January  7,  1913.  This 
letter  states  in  substance  that,  while  the  Health 
Board  recognizes  the  need  in  the  future  of  the 
enlargement  of  the  South  Department  of  the  City 
Hospital,  it  is  prepared  at  the  present  time  to 
care  for  patients  in  case  of  an  epidemic  of  infectious 
diseases.  The  Health  Board  also  denied  that 
there  is  any  apparent  reason  for  terming  the 
present  number  of  infectious  cases  of  disease  as 
an  epidemic.  While  the  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Health  is  in  accord  with  the  Hospital  Depart- 
ment in  its  request  for  increased  accommodation, 
the  chief  reason  for  the  improvement  at  the  present 
time  does  not  seem  to  exist.  I  will  put  in  this 
letter  from  the  Board  of  Health,  dated  January  7, 
1913: 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — So  many  inquiries  have  been  made 
at  this  department  during  the  past  twenty-four 
hours  concerning  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  in 
this  city  that  the  Board  desires  to  state  that  at 
the  pre,sent  time  there  is  no  unusual  increase  in 
this  disease.  During  the  past  seven  days  there 
have  been  reported  46  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  21 
cases  being  cared  for  in  the  hospital.  During  the 
same  period  last  year,  viz.,  .January  1  to  7,  1912, 
there  were  35  cases  reported  and  21  cared  for  in 
the  hospital. 

During  the  year  1908  in  the  month  of  January 
there  were  250  cases  and  112  cared  for  in  the 
hospital. 

During  the  year  1909  in  the  month  of  January 
there  were  289  cases  and  135  cared  for  in  the 
hospital. 

During  the  year  1910  in  the  month  of  January 
there  were  222  cases  and  107  cared  for  in  the 
hospital. 

During  the  year  1911  in  the  month  of  January 

there  were  167  cases  and  77  cared  for  in  the  hospital. 

During  the  year  1912  in  the  month  of  January 

there  were  113  cases  and  6  cared  for  in  the  hospital. 

During  the  year  1912  there  were  11.53  cases  and 

32  deaths,  the  lowest  in  the  past  twenty  years. 

The  Board  of  Health  is  heartily  in  sympathy 
with  the  trustees  of  the  City  Ho.spital  that  there 
is  a  demand  for  increased  hospital  accommoda- 
tion for  the  care  of  infectious  diseases,  owing  to 
the  growth  of  the  city;  but  at  the  present  time 
this  department  is  able  to  care  for  all  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  as  it  has  in  reserve  a  detention  hos- 
pital on  Southampton  .street,  with  a  capacity  of 
eighty  beds,  where  cases  of  this  disease  can  be 
cared  for;  also  at  the  quarantine  station.  Gallop's 
Island,  a  capacity  of  400  beds  that  can  be  used  in 
any  emergency.  The  Board  wi.shes  to  empha.size 
the  fact  that  there  is  at  the  present  time  no  epi- 
demic of  scarlet  fever  in  this  city  Cases  are  being 
reported  from  the  different  sections  of  the  city  and 
are   being   carefully   inve.stigated,   and   those   that 
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cannot  be  cared  tor  at  home  are  removed  to  the 
hospital.  At  the  present  time  ninety-four  cases  are 
being  cared  for  at  home  and  are  being  visited  dailj' 
by  ten  nurses  to  see  that  proper  isolation  is  main- 
tained. 

But  in  addition  to  what  the  Board  of  Health 
offers  we  have  other  resources.  The  John  C. 
Haynes  Memorial  Hospital,  which  is  an  adjunct 
of  the  Massachusetts  Homeopathic  Hospital,  and 
located  in  Boston,  built  expressly  for  contagious 
disease  patients,  has  at  present  less  than  thirty 
cases  and  accommodations  for  150  additional.  I 
have  assurances  from  the  Haynes  Hospital  that 
they  are  only  too  willing  to  receive  patients  and 
stand  ready  to  take  care  of  the  surplus  number 
from  the  City  Hospital  as  they  did  three  years  ago. 
The  cost  per  patient  at  the  Haynes  Hospital  is 
$10.50  per  week. 

The  cost  per  capita  at  the  City  Hospital  for  the 
years  1900  to  1911,  inclusive,  has  been  as  follows: 
In  1900,  $9.02;  1901,  $10.84;  1902,  $11.3.3;  1903, 
$10.63;  1904,  $11.25;  1905,  $9.92;  1906,  $9.81; 
1907,  $8.64;  1908,  $7.77;  1909,  $8.39;  1910, 
$8.86;  1911,  $9.35. 

Three  years  ago  we  had  at  the  South  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  Hospital  400  patients.  On 
Tuesday  last  we  had  the  following: 

Measles 48 

Scarlet  fever 158 

Diphtheria 136 

Total _342 

The  South  Department  consists  of  seven  build- 
ings. Three  of  these  buildings  are  of  two  stories 
in  height,  one  for  measles,  one  for  scarlet  fever 
and  the  other  for  diphtheria.  Two  years  ago  it 
was  pointed  out  and  suggested  to  the  trustees  that 
these  buildings  might  readily  be  enlarged  by  the 
addition  to  each  of  another  story.  When  you 
consider  that  the  trustees  are  now  contemplating 
the  erection  of  a  six-story  building  for  contagious 
cases,  the  suggestion  for  an  additional  story  for 
each  of  the  buildings  I  have  just  named  might 
at  least  appear  to  be  food  for  thought. 

The  city  has  not  been  asleep  nor  slow  in  antici- 
pating the  necessity  of  future  accommodations. 
We  already  have  purchased  the  Paine  estate 
adjoining  the  South  Department  at  the  corner  of 
Harrison  and  Massachusetts  avenues,  consisting 
of  adjacent  vacant  land  as  well  as  improved  land, 
and  we  therefore  have  the  means  at  hand  to  extend 
and  enlarge  when  our  present  facilities  are  out- 
grown. In  the  meantime  the  buildings  on  the 
Paine  estate  are  partly  utilized    by  the   hospital 


nurses  and  in  addition  the  city  is  recei\'ing  income 
from  tenants  now  in  occupancy.  It  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  said  that  we  have  not  had  an  eye  on  the 
future.  We  are  not  going  to  be  troubled  with  any 
land  difficulties  when  the  time  comes  to  build,  for 
we  already  have  the  land. 

The  present  South  Department  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital represents  an  investment  of  $540,000.  The 
construction  of  a  new  six-story  building  at  this 
time  means  not  only  a  large~  interest  charge  on 
tte  money  thus  expended  but  thousands  of  dollars 
annually  for  maintenance.  So  long  as  we  have 
plenty  of  outside  facilities  we  need  have  no  appre- 
hension of  an  epidemic.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  perhaps  for  seven  months  in  the  year  this 
building  would  be  unoccupied  and  still  this  fact 
probably  would  not  in  itself  substantially  affect 
the  maintenance  charges,  which  are  rarely  of  a 
descending  character  but  on  the  contrary  appear 
to  be  always  ascending.  If  for  the  next  few  years 
we  are  able  to  get  along  by  caring  for  the  overflow 
at  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Haynes 
Hospital  by  the  expenditure  of  a  few  thousand 
dollars,  why  at  this  time  spend  sums  approaching 
a  half  million  dollars  unnecessarily?  The  members 
of  the  City  Council  are  the  trustees  of  the  city's 
moneys  and  have  the  accompanjdng  responsi- 
bilities. The  taxpayers  must  foot  the  bills.  When 
an  improvement  is  requested  calling  for  a  large 
sum  of  money  and  the  controlUng  reason  given 
for  it  does  not  appear  to  be  strong,  the  matter 
should  be  weighed  in  comparison  with  other 
necessary  improvements  and  action  postponed 
until  the  conditions  warrant  the  expenditure. 
Furthermore,  it  would  seem  just  and  proper  for 
the  interests  of  the  city  that  services  in  allied  boards 
or  departments  shovild  be  coordinated  so  that 
mutual  help  and  relief  may  be  afforded  and  used 
in  cases  of  emergency.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  City 
Council  to  view  all  departments  and  discover 
where  the  money  of  the  city  can  be  saved  by  co- 
ordinating acti\Titie3  and  accommodations.  Before, 
therefore,  taking  further  action  on  this  proposition 
I  feel  that  we  should  call  upon  the  investigating 
body  of  the  government  to  make  a  careful  review 
and  report  of  the  entire  situation,  and  if  it  is  deemed 
expedient  that  we  should  act  affirmativelj'  in  this 
matter  I  am  sure  we  shall  have  no  hesitation  in 
doing  so. 

Report  accepted;  reference  ordered  as  recom- 
miended  by  the  committee. 

Adjourned  at  1.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  20,   at 

three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  20,  1913. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President   ATTRIDGE    in    the   chair.     Ab.sent— 
Coun.  Coulthurst. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  20,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  hereby  make  the  following  appointments  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1913: 

Weighers  of  Coal,  Robert  Dennie  (92  Washburn 
avenue,  Auburndale,  Mass.),  John  F.  Carroll  (43 
Water  street.  Ward  26),  Henry  Rock  (19  Readville 
street.  Ward  26). 

Respectfully  yours, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 
Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


REFUSE  TRANSFER  STATION,  ROXBURY. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  20,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  under  date  of 
January  17,  1913,  requesting  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  $23,000,  passed  by  your  honorable  body 
at  its  meeting  of  May  6,  1912,  for  Everett  street, 
Brighton,  property,  be  transferred  to  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  refuse 
transfer  station  in  the  Roxbury  district.  The 
commissioner  states  that  his  department  has  been 
•able  to  secure  a  site  which  will  cost  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $24,000. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  the  appropriation 
for  $23,000  for  Everett  street,  Brighton,  property, 
to  an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  Refuse  Transfer  Station  Site,  Roxbury  District. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
:i  '  January  17,  1913. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

On  April  10,  1912,  $150,000  was  appropriated 
for  land  and  buildings,  refuse  stations.  This 
estimate  of  $150,000  was  based  on  the  fact  that 
we  possessed  a  site  in  the  Roxbury  district  for  the 
refuse  transfer  station  of  this  district.  You 
having  prohibited  the  building  of  a  station  on 
this  site,  it  became  necessary  to  secure  another 
one.  This  we  have  been  able  to  do  recently, 
after  a  long  search,  and  it  will  cost  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $24,000.  At  present  there  is  $23,000 
available  for  the  purcha.se  of  a  site  in  Brighton, 
which  the  owner  has  now  refused  to  sell,  and  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  you  ask  the  City 
Council  to  transfer  this  $23,000,  appropriated  on 
May  8,  1912,  for  Everett  street,  Brighton,  property, 
for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  refuse  transfer 
station  in  the  Roxbury  district. 

Respectfully, 
L.   K.   RonRKE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  twenty- 
three  thousand  dollars  (.$23,000)  from  the  appro- 
priation   for   Everett   street,    Brighton,   Property, 


to  an  appropriation  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  Refuse  Transfer  Station  Site,  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MUNICIPAL    BUILDING,    CHARLESTOWN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
OfiSce  of  the  Mayor,  January  20,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  need  for  a  municipal  building  at  City 
square,  Charlestown,  has  long  been  apparent. 
In  the  report  made  by  Messrs.  Attridge  and  Hale, 
in  1909,  on  the  court  and  police  accommodations 
in  that  section,  they  reported  that  "the  cell  room 
in  Charlestown  is  about  as  bad  as  any  cell  room 
in  the  city,  with  the  exception  of  Station  2."  The 
sanitary  accommodations  are  also  reported  as 
being  very  unsatisfactory.  On  December  27, 
1912,  your  honorable  body  passed  an  order  trans- 
ferring the  sum  of  $5,000  from  the  appropriation 
for  Convenience  Stations,  City  square  and  Park 
square,  to  an  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building, 
City  square.  Plans  and  Estimates. 

I  now  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying loan  order,  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$125,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  for  Munic- 
ipal Building,  City  square,  Charlestown. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($125,000)  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
for  Municipal  Building,  City  .square,  Charlestown, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDINGS,  BRIGHTON  AND 
HYDE   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  20,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  need  for  municipal  buildings  in  various 
sections  of  the  city  is  being  agitated  from  time  to 
time  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the  districts  known  as 
Brighton  and  Hyde  Park  ought  to  be  given  con- 
sideration with  the  others.  At  the  district  meeting 
held  in  both  places  requests  for  municipal  buildings 
were  presented  by  numbers  of  prominent  citizens. 
I  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  transferring  $5,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  for  a  study  of  the  needs  of  the 
districts  and  the  preparations  of  such  plans  as  may 
be  necessary  for  municipal  buildings  to  be  located 
in  Brighton  and  Hyde  Park. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
for  Municipal  Buildings,  Brighton  and  Hyde  Park, 
■Studies,  Plans  and  Estimates. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


POLICE   STATION,    SOUTH   BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  20,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  citizens  of  South  Bo.ston  are  constantly 
agitating  the  erection  of  a  police  station  in  that 
section  of  the  city.  In  1909  a  special  committee  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Attridge  and  Hale,  investigated  the  conditions  in 
the  various  sections  of  the  city  and  reported  that 
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South  Boston  was  one  district  in  which  the  poUce 
accommodations  might  be  greatly  improved.  On 
November  13,  1911,  I  submitted  to  your  honorable 
body  an  estimate  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended  hereto,  in 
which  he  placed  the  figure  for  a  new  police  station 
of  second-class  construction,  with  accommodations 
for  100  men,  at  S80,000,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  site. 
1  recommend,  therefore,  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying loan  order,  appropriating  the  sum  of 
8100,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  for  Police  Sta- 
tion, South  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayolr. 

Public  Bvjildings  Department, 

November  8,  1911. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston:  . 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication  of 
the  24th  ult.,  relating  to  the  inclosed  order  of 
the  City  Council  requesting  information  as  to 
the  probable  cost  of  a  new  station  for  the  Police 
Department,  Sixth  Division,  in  South  Boston, 
I  wish  to  advise  you  that  I  have  conferred  with 
the  Police  Commissioner  and  with  the  captain 
of  the  Sixth  Division  in  South  Boston  as  to  their 
anticipated  requirements  and  have  thereby  been 
enabled  to  arrive  at  a  probable  cost. 

A  police  station  in  that  district  should  provide 
accommodations  for  about  one  hundred  (100)  men. 
It  should  be  of  second-class  construction,  and  I 
estimate  the  cost  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars  ($80,000),  exclusive  of  the  cost 
of  site. 

Yours  respectfully, 

M.  J.  Fish, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($100,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  for  Police  Station, 
South  Boston,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PAYMENT   TO   THOMAS   FALLON. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
OflSee  of  the  Mayor,  January  20,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  return  herewith,  without  my  approval,  the 
order  of  the  City  Council  passed  July  23,  1912, 
allowing  a  payment  to  Thomas  Fallon  of  the  sum 
of  $800  for  expense  incurred  by  him  owing  to  injury 
received  while  performing  his  duties  as  a  jail 
officer  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  my  objection  to 
the  order  being  that  the  city  has  no  legal  right  to 
pay  his  claim. 

I  am  informed,  however,  that  a  bill  has  been 
filed  in  the  present  Legislature  authorizing  the 
city  to  pay  the  sum  in  question,  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  claim  is  so  just  and  meritorious 
as  to  require  my  present  action  to  be  without  prej- 
udice in  case  the  Legislature  grants  the  city  author- 
ity to  compensate  Thomas  Fallon  and  to  reim- 
burse him  for  his  expenses. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgek.\ld,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


REESTABLISHMENT    OF     FOREST     HILLS 
LINE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
OflSce  of  the  Mayor,  January  18,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  frpm  the 
president  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany, in  reply  to  the  following  order  passed  by 
your  honorable  body  at  its  meeting  of  January 
6,  1913: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  through  his  Honor   the  Mayor,  be  re- 


quested to  reestablish  the  Forest  Hills-North 
Station  line  of  cars  that  was  recently  discontinued 
by  said  company." 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 
Boston,  January  13,  1913. 
Richard  F.  Field,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Office  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Responding  to  yours  of  Januarj'  9, 
with  inclosure,  I  have  to  say  that  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  the  Forest  Hills-North  Station  line  seems 
to  be  quite  unnecessary.  We  are  running  rapid 
transit  service  from  Forest  Hills  to  the  North 
Station,  with  transfers  from  surface  cars  to  the 
next  rapid  transit  station. 

It  surely  is  not  reasonable  for  us  to  invest  mil- 
lions to  provide  rapid  transit  between  two  points 
and  at  the  same  time  be  expected  to  maintain  slow 
transit  between  the  same  two  points. 
Respectfully, 

William  H.  Bancroft. 
Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL   LAND,   SAVIN   HILL 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  20,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
notifying  me  that  the  appropriation  for  Sa-i-in  Hill 
Beach,  Additional  Beach  Land,  amounting  to 
S7,500,  recommended  by  me  on  November  25, 
1912,  and  passed  by  your  honorable  body  on 
December  9,  1912,  is  insufficient  to  acquire  the 
adjoining  beach,  which  is  assessed  for  $8,200. 

The  chairman  states  further  that  his  Board 
is  unable  to  use  the  $10,000  appropriated  on 
August  22,  1911,  for  Savin  Hill  Playground, 
Filling,  Grading  and  Improvements,  for  the  reason 
that  the  Commonwealth  has  projected  a  boulevard, 
which  is  liable  to  take  a  part  of  the  playground 
and  which  makes  it  unwise  to  do  any  work  until 
the  contemplated  taking  by  the  Commonwealth 
has  been  made. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  in  accordance  with 
the  suggestion  of  the  chairman,  a  transfer  of  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  for  Sa\"in  Hill  Play- 
ground, Filling,  Grading  and  Improvements,  to  an 
appropriation  for  SaWn  Hill  Playground,  Additional 
Land. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

January  14,  1913. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  appropriation  of  $7,500  for  ad- 
ditional beach  land.  Savin  Hill  Beach,  approved  by 
you  December  10,  1912,  is  insufficient  to  acquire 
the  adjoining  beach,  which  is  assessed  for  $8,200. 

We  believe  the  whole  of  this  beach  should  be 
taken,  as  if  we  take  a  part  only  it  will  cut  off  access 
to  the  rest  and  make  the  city  liable  for  damages  to 
a  greater  extent  than  the  mere  value  of  the  land 
taken.  We  also  think  it  advisable  to  acquire  some 
of  the  adjoining  upland,  to  widen  out  the  beach  at 
its  narrowest  part  and  to  provide  a  children's 
corner. 

We  have  been  unable  to  use  the  $10,000  appro- 
priated August  22,  1911,  for  Savin  Hill  Playground, 
Filling,  Grading  and  Improvements,  for  the  reason 
that  under  Statute  1912,  chapter  699,  the  Com- 
monwealth has  projected  a  boulevard,  which  is 
liable  to  take  a  part  of  the  playground  and  which 
makes  it  unwise  to  do  any  work  here  until  the 
contemplated  taking  by  the  Commonwealth  has 
been  made. 

The  Law  Department  informs  us  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  any  part  of  the  latter  appropria- 
tion could  be  used  for  the  acquirement  of  beach 
land  or  the  two  small  parcels  of  land  which  now 
intrude  upon  the  playground,  the  acquisition  of 
which  would  be  an  improvement  by  completing 
its  natural  contour  and  area,  and  recommends  that 
the  order  be  amended  to  meet  the  plans  of  the 
Board  in  relation  to  this  playground  and  beach. 
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In  view  of  these  considerations  we  request  that 
you  recommend  to  the  City  Council  the  transfer 
of  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  Savin  Hill 
Playground,  Filling,  Grading  and  Improvements,  to 
an  appropriation  for  Savin  Hill  Playground,  Ad- 
ditional Land. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  S.   PEAnoDY,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  Savin  Hill  Playground,  Filling, 
Grading  and  Improvements,  to  an  appropriation, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners,  for  Savin  Hill  Playground, 
Additional  Land. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LIGHTING   OF   MINOT   SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  15,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  eomnmnication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Schoolhou-se  Department  in 
reply  to  the  following  order  passed  by  your  honor- 
able body  at  its  meeting  of  January  6,  1913: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Schoolhouse  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  for  the  proper  lighting  of  the  Minot 
School,  Neponset  avenue,  so  that  the  hall  in  said 
school  may  be  used  for  jjublic  meetings  in  the 
evening." 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Schoolhouse  Department, 

January  9,  1913. 
Hon.  .John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  January  6  regarding  the  request  of  the 
Council  to  have  the  hall  of  tlie  Minot  School 
lighted  for  meetings,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  this 
work  was  completed  some  three  or  four  weeks 
ago.  The  hall  is  now  equipped  with  lights  and 
can  be  used  at  any  time  for  such  meetings  as  are 
desired. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Charles  Logue,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


LEASE  OF  LAND  BY  ELEVATED 
RAILWAY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  20,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  an 
order  authorizing  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  to  lea.se  for  commercial  purposes  the 
piece  of  land  referred  to  therein.  The  land  in 
question  is  a  portion  of  that  taken  for  the  entrance 
of  the  Tremont  Street  Subway  and  covered  by 
the  lease  of  the  Tremont  Street  Subway  to  the 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  dated 
December  7,  1890,  which  lease  was  as.signed  by 
the  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  to  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  December 
9,  1897. 

Under  the  terms  of  this  lease  the  rental  now 
paid  by  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
includes  a  return  upon  the  cost  of  this  land  to  the 
city. 

Chapter  485  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  referred  to 
in  the  order,  authorizes  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company  to  lease  this  land  for  commercial 
purposes,  subject  to  my  approval.  I  am,  however, 
advised  that  as  the  lease  from  the  city  to  the 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  under  which 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  now  holds 
this  property,  contains  a  provision  that  the 
property  covered  b.v  the  lease  shall  be  used  for 
transportation  purposes  and  purposes  expressly 
enumerated  in  the  lease  only,  action  by  the  City 
Council  as  well  as  by  myself  is  necessary  in  order  to 
make  the  proposed  sub-lease  valid. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor, 


Ordered,  That,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 485  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1912,  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  is  hereby  authorized 
to  lea.se  such  portion  of  the  subway  lands  at  the 
corner  of  Canal,  Causeway  and  Haverhill  streets 
as  will  not  interfere  with  the  free  jjassage  of  passen- 
gers and  with  passenger  transportation  at  such 
place. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

Tlie  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Benjamin  Di  Marco  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  the  South  Ferry. 

■  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cha.se,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defective  manhole  at  482  Geneva  avenue. 

Boston,  Nahant  &  Pines  Steamboat  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  steamer  "General 
Lincoln"  by  Fireboat  31. 

William  J.  Moore,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim. 

Beronson  Construction  Company,  to  be  refunded 
portion  of  a  fee  for  a  permit  issued  by  the  Building 
Department. 

George  J.  Desmond,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  34  Carson  street,  Dorchester,  by  overflow 
of  .sewage. 

Edward  J.  McElroy,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  clothing  and  for  personal  injuries  incurred  while 
stopping  a  runaway  horse  of  the  Sanitary  Service. 

Catherine  M.  Cunningham,  for  compensation 
for  damages  at  1112  Bennington  street  by  a  break 
in  a  water  pipe. 

Charles  W.  Jones,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken 
from  the  Caroline  E.  and  Woodman  Jones  heirs 
for  widening  the  sidewalk  on  River  street  and  for 
other  damages. 

Bridget  Sutton,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
188  Hillside  street,  Roxbury,  by  the  freezing  of 
water  pipes. 

Angelo  Steritti,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  102 1  Prince  street  by  sewage. 

Stetario  Zangla,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defective  ladder  used  by  the  Fire 
Department  at  a  fire  at  222  North  street. 

Franceso  Zangla,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defective  ladder  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment used  at  a  fire  at  222  North  street. 

Executive. 
Alice  E.  Ackerman,  for  a  permit  for  children  to 
appear  at  the  Dudley  Street  Opera  House  on  the 
evening  of  January  31,  1913. 


CHANGING   OF   COPLEY   SQUARE. 
The  following  were  received: 

United  Improvement  Association, 

Boston,  January  14,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  this  association,  held  yesterday,  I 
was  instructed  to  send  you  the  inclosed  copy  of  the 
report  of  our  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Bourne 
plan  for  Copley  square,  which  was  adopted  and 
approved  bv  the  association  at  its  meeting  held  on 
January  1,  1913. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Howard  Whitmohe, 

Executive  Secretary. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Bourne 
Plan|for  Copley  Square,  Adopted  and  Approved 
by  the  United   Improvement  Association  on 
January  1,  1913. 
At  the  request  of  Mayor  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Frank  A. 
Bourne  has  drawn  a  plan  for  a  change  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  Cople.v  square,  which  has  been  submitted 
to    the    City    Council.     This    plan    contains    two 
traffic    features    which    seem    to    the    committee 
decidedly     objectionable:     First,    all    Huntington 
avenue    subway    cars   would   have    to    make    two 
sharp    turns,    one    at   the    corner    of    Huntington 
avenue  and   Dartmouth  street,   the  other  at  the 
corner  of  Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets.     Sec- 
ondly, Huntington  avenue  would  end  at  Dartmouth 
street,  which  the  committee  considers  objectionable, 
because    Huntington  avenue  is  a  boulevard  thor- 
oughfare,   carrying    a    large    traffic.     This    traffic 
would    be   obliged    to    use    Dartmouth   street   to 


375 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Boylston  street,  thereby  experiencing  the  same 
difficulties  as  the  surface  cars  on  Huntington 
avenue.  St.  James  avenue  is  not  intended  to  be 
of  the  same  width  as  Huntington  avenue  and  the 
committee  believes  the  futui'e  welfare  of  the  city 
will  be  best  conserved  by  the  retention  of  Hun- 
tington avenue  to  Bovlston  street  at  its  present 
width. 

Should  the  city  at  a  later  date  provide  a  subway 
imder  Huntington  avenue,  and  remove  the_  tracks 
from  that  street,  the  question  of  terminating 
Huntington  a^'enue  at  Dartmouth  street  could 
then  be  considered. 

Without  passing  at  all  upon  the  beautification 
features  of  the  Bourne  plan,  the  committee  recom- 
mends that  the  said  plan  be  opposed  as  imprac- 
ticable and  objectionable  for  traffic  reasons. 

Boston,  January  10,  1913. 
Boston  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — It  has  been  brought  to  my  atten- 
tion that  your  honorable  body  has  under  considera- 
tion the  request  for  an  appropriation  to  provide 
for  the  cost  of  the  preliminary  work  for  changing 
Copley  square. 

I  desire  to  say  that  the  Boylston  Street  Merchants' 
Association,  liaving  a  representative  membership 
of  the  merchants  and  the  property  owners  of  the 
Back  Bay  district,  have  carefully  considered  the 
various  schemes  in  connecting  with  that  area  and  . 
are  opposed  to  any  change  there  at  least  until 
the  development  of  the  Park  square  area,  and  in 
fact  the  other  areas  where  new  development  is 
proposed,  become  known  and  until  transportation 
questions  affecting  the  district  are  clearly  settled. 
The  association  is  opposed  to  the  blocking  or 
closing  of  any  of  the  traflSc  ways  of  the  city  and 
this  is  what  one  plan,  that  of  Mr.  Bourne's,  pro- 
poses in  connection  with  Huntington  avenue, 
believing  that  the  commercial  area  of  the  city 
requires  wider  street  areas  than  as  at  present. 

I  am  informed  that  for  a  period  of  more  than 
ten  years  there  has  been  no  money  expended  for 
street  widenings  and  improvements  in  the  com- 
mercial area  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Personally  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  expenditure  of  anjf  of  the 
city's  money  for  the  mere  ob.iect  of  securing 
aesthetic  effect  in  this  area  which  is  sure  to  develop 
to  a  major  degree  of  commercial  utilitj'-  is  uncalled 
for  under  present  conditions. 

Before  any  action  is  taken  by  your  honorable 
body   in   this   matter,    I   respectfully  request,    on 
behalf  of  the  Boylston  Street  Merchants'  Associa- 
tion, that  we  be  given  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 
E.  E.  Conway, 
President  Boylston  Street 
Merchants'  Association. 

Women's  Municipal  League  of  Boston, 

January  6,  1913. 

The  Women's  Municipal  League  of  Boston, 
through  its  Executive  Board,  offers  the  following 
resolution  to  the  Boston  City  Coimcil; 

Resolved,  That  the  Women's  Municipal  League, 
representing  all  sections  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
respectfully  and  most  earnestly  urges  the  Boston 
City  Council  to  pass  an  immediate  appropriation, 
and  such  further  appropriations  as  may  be  neces- 
sary later,  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  entailed 
in  the  plans  for  the  improvement  of  Copley  square, 
in  their  general  lines,  as  prepared  at  the  request 
of  the  Mayor  by  Mr.  Frank  A.  Bourne,  and  that 
the  league  concurs  in  the  recommendations  of 
the  Boston  Art  Commission  in  its  report  to  the 
Mayor. 

Kathabine  BoWLKEn, 

President. 

6  Marlborough  Street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


COAL   AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

Copies  were  received  from  the  Secretarj'  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted. 
Placed  on  file. 


SECRETARY,   STREET   COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  the  election  of  John  J.  O'Cal- 
laghan  as  secretary  of  the  Board  for  the  ensuing 
year  and  until  his  successor  is.elected  and  qualified. 

Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL   LOCATIONS. 

A  copy  of  order  granting  additional  locations 
to  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  was  received 
from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  said 
additions  being  on  Boylston  street,  between 
Ipswich  street  and  Audubon  road;  Ipswich  street, 
westerly  intersection,  north  of  Boylston  street; 
Brookline  avenue,  at  Longwood  avenue. 

Placed  on  file  and  ordered  printed. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  hereinafter 
named  persons  certifying  that  the  following-named 
locations  were  used  by  them  for  the  storage  of 
explosives  and  of  .  intention  to  use  same  for  the 
ensuing  year,  viz.: 

E.  P.  &  A.  G.  Legg,  40  Geneva  avenue. 

Manning's,  Inc.,  113  Brighton  avenue.  Ward  25. 

Placed  on  file. 


COMMUNICATIONS   FROM   ELECTION 

COMMISSIONERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Election 
Commissioners  certifying  that  from  the  record  of 
the  -^-otes  cast  for  members  of  the  City  Council 
at  the  municipal  election  held  on  the.  14th  instant 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  the  following-named  were 
duly  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years,  viz.: 

John  J.  Attridge,  118  Maiden  street,  South  End. 

Walter  L.  Collins,  445  Washington  street, 
Dorchester. 

James  A.  Watson,  17  Oaldand  street,  Roxbury. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Election 
Commissioners  that  the  vote  cast  at  the  municipal 
election  held  on  the  14th  instant  in  the  City  of 
Boston  upon  the  question:  "Shall  licenses  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  in 
this  city?"  was  as  follows:  Yes,  30,011;  no,  14,761. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Election 
Commissioners  that  the  vote  cast  at  the  municipal 
election  held  on  the  14th  instant  in  the  City  of 
Boston  on  the  question:  "Shall  the  provisions  of 
section  42  of  ch.apter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
providing  that  eight  hours  shall  constitute  a  day's 
work  for  all  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics 
employed  bv  the  citv,  be  accepted?"  was  as  fol- 
lows: Yes,  35,534;  no,  7,050. 

Severally  placecl  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  of  the  cost  of  con- 
structing artificial  stone  sidewalks  with  granite 
edgestones  along  estates  bordering  on  Talbot 
avenue,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Washington 
street — and  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  accom- 
panying schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
assessed  the  amounts  placed  against  their  respective 
names  as  their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of 
constructing  artificial  stone  sidewalks  with  granite 
edgestones  in  front  of  their  said  estates  bordering 
on  Talbot  avenue,  AVard  20,  and  the  same  is  ordered 
to  be  certified  and  notice  given  to  the  parties  as 
aforesaid,  the  amount  being  $5,004.31. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  139  uewsboj-s, 
nine  vendors  and  two  bootblacks — that  said 
licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 


HEARINGS   AT   THREE   O'CLOCK. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up"  the  following: 
On   the   question   of    adjudging   certain   dilapi- 
dated  buildings   to    be   nuisances,    said    buildings 
being  located  as  follows: 

1.     Rear  of  4  Paris  place,  Ward  2. 
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Michael  F.  Rosenfeld  of  33  Border  street  and 
S.  Pickinan  of  135  Border  street  appeared  and 
objected. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

2.  Rear  of  544  Main  street,  Ward  4. 

3.  4-5  Hall  place,' Ward  6. 

4.  1010  Washington  street,  Ward  9. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

5.  24  East  Dedham  street,  Ward  9. 

Alton  F.  Tuppcr,  GO  State  street,  appeared  and 
objected. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

(i.     42  Middle.sex  street,  Ward  9. 

7.     3!)  O  street.  Ward  14. 

S.     15  Burke  street.  Ward  18. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

!).     20  Harold  street.  Ward  21. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Graves,  18  Tremont  street,  appeared 
and  objected. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

10.  Rear  of  1750  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

11.  South  Munroe  terrace.  Ward  24. 

A  letter  was  received  by  Mr.  Everett,  Building 
Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston,  from  J.  J. 
Feely,  favoring  the  removal  of  the  structure  at 
South  Munroe  terrace. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  12  and  13,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the  Mayor 
January  6,  191.3,  viz.: 

12.  .loseph  H.  Knox  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

13.  John  Bowman  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  an;l  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


Coun.  KENNY  in  the  chair. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING,    ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  in  behalf  of 
Coun.  Coulthurst,  who  is  ill  at  his  home,  I  desire  to 
present  a  petition  containing  the  signatures  of 
5,000  residents  of  the  lioslindale  district,  a.sking  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  mimieipal 
building  to  serve  the  needs  of  that  particular  sec- 
tion. Votes  have  been  passed  by  the  several 
citizens'  associations  of  West  Roxl)ury  and  the 
Roslindale  Community  Club  in  support  of  such 
action.  At  this  time  I  desire  to  read  the  petition 
[reading  petition  dated  January  14  from  joint 
committee  appointed  by  the  several  citizens' 
associations  of  the  West  Roxbury  district  and  by 
the  Roslindale  Community  Club,  asking  that  the 
City  Council  take  immediate  action  on  the  hill  for 
a  inunicipal  building  to  be  located  in  Roslindale, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  at 
the  December  9  meeting  of  the  Council].  I  will 
read  the  first  seven  or  eight  names  of  the  signers. 
Rev.  Fr.  John  F.  Cummins,  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church;  Rev.  Phillips  Endicott  Osgood,  of  the 
Episcopalian  Church  of  our  Saviour;  Rev.  J.  F. 
PfeilTer,  of  the  Lutheran  Church;  Rev.  G.  W.  H. 
Troop,  of  the  Unitarian  Church;  Rev.  Leon  H. 
Austin,  of  tlie  Congregational  Church;  Rev.  Lyman 
B.  Hale,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Rev. 
Floyd  L.  Carr,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  long 
list  of  citizens  of  Roslindale  and  of  the  West  Rox- 
bury district.  I  talked  with  Coun.  Coulthurst  on 
the  telephone  and  he  stated  to  me  that  it  may  be 
some  time  before  he  will  be  present  at  a  meeting 
of  the  City  Council,  and  it  is  his  urgent  wish  and 
desire  that  the  Council  take  immediate  and  ap- 
propriate action.  This  petition  and  the  signatures 
are  j>resented  to  the  Council  this  afternoon  in  his 
behalf. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  here  presented  petition 
above  quoted  by  him. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.    McDonald,    for    the    Committee    on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 


the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid 
to  soldiers   and   sailors   and   their  families  in   the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  January, 
Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  George  H.  McCaffrey 
(referred  1910)  to  be  reimbursed  for  expense  in- 
curred by  him  in  a  civil  action  for  false  arrest — ■ 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
George  H.  McCaffrey  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents 
($283.35)  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  suit 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a  police 
officer,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Police  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  laid  over  to  the  next 
meeting. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  E.  Wilber 
(referred  January  G)  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  dogs — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Charles  E.  Wilber  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  (.87.50)  in  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  dogs  December  17,  1912,  said  sum 
to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Report  accepted;  order  laid  over  to  the  next 
meeting. 


REMOVAL   OF   STATUES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  fol- 
lowing letter  be  sent  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
be  incorporated  in  the  minutes  of  this  meeting: 
Mr.  Earnest  E.  Smith: 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  your  atten- 
tion for  a  few  moments  upon  a  subject  of  great 
interest  to  me  which  has  come  before  the  members 
of  the  City  Council,  namely,  the  suggested  removal 
of  the  statues  from  Commonwealth  avenue.  1 
speak  in  behalf  of  the  statue  of  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton by  my  father.  Dr.  William  Rimmer,  in  the 
name  of  the  many  friends  of  the  artist  and  admirers 
of  this  distinguished  work.  _  The  request  is  that 
it  be  permitted  to  remain  in  its  twice  honored 
position — placed  there  by  the  careful  consideration 
of  the  committee  having  the  whole  subject  In 
charge  at  that  time  and  there  approved  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  city  authorities. 

Granting  that  all  works  of  art  have  their  admirers 
and  those  who  choose  not  to  equally  admire  them, 
I  know  the  widely  expressed  opinions  of  admiration 
which  for  a  long  period  have  been  extended  this 
portrait  statue  by  most  competent  critics;  echoing 
in  substance  the  voice  of  Wendell  Phillips,  who 
said,  in  his  well  known  letter  upon  the  statues  of 
Boston  (I  do  not  wish  to  quote  it  in  full)  that  the 
others  might  learn  from  this  statue  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  the  "dignity  of  repose." 

This  work  was  the  first  to  be  placed  upon  the 
avenue.  Alexander  Hamilton's  son,  then  an  aged 
man,  visited  this  statue  as  it  -now  stands  and  sent 
to  my  father  highest  praise  for  the  faithful  likeness. 

The  prevailing  opinion  of  connoisseurs  has  been 
that  this  stiftue  in  its  location  and  treatment  stands 
for  the  best  qualities  of  a  portrait  statue,  namely, 
likeness,  dignity  and  repose  and  surroundings 
befitting  the  character  of  this  great  statesman. 

In  the  opinion  of  artists,  other  than  the  Art 
Commission,  it  would  be  an  irreparable  loss  to 
remove  this  statue  to  any  other  place. 

It  could  never  be  so  well  located  again,  nor  could 
we  afford  to  remove  this  public  monument  from 
the  place  where  it  lends  so  highly  a  decorative 
value  to  Commonwealth  avenue  in  its  approaches, 
especially  as  seen  from  the  Public  Garden.  It 
forms  a  point  of  artistic  interest  there  not  seen  in 
any  other  section  of  the  city. 

They  feel  that  any  change  in  this  respect  would 
bo  at  the  cost  of  the  best  art  values,  wliich  our  city 
cannot  afford. 

I  appreciate  that  you  must  be  very  busy,  but 
will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  pass  this  commu^iica- 
tion  to  the  members  of  your  present  Board  or  to 
the  incoming  members  where  it  may  possibly  have 
most  weight  in  helping  determine  against  the 
change  of   location   of  this    statue  of   Alexander 
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Hamilton  wlilch  for  nearly  Hity  years  has  occupied 
its  present  site  and  held  the  high  regard  of  our 
citizens,  and  oblige, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Caroline  Hunt  Rimmer. 
Belmont,  January  3,  1913. 

Coun.  Smith,  in  submitting  the  above  letter 
(which  he  did  not  read)  with  the  order,  said: 

Mr.  President,  in  order  to  expedite  business  I 
will  not  read  the  letter,  but  it  is  a  strong  letter  from 
the  daughter  of  the  sculptor  of  the  Alexander 
Hamilton  statue.  You  will  remember  that  that 
statue  was  somewhat  slurringly  referred  to  by  the 
Art  Commission  here  some  time  ago.  The  letter 
is  a  somewhat  strong  one,  and  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CAR   LINE   IN   FRANKLIN   PARK. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  Park 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  give  their  opinion 
in  writing  as  to  the  advisability  of  allowing  electric 
cars  to  run  through  Franklin  Park,  from  the 
refectory  along  Glen  road  to  ^  Sigourney  street, 
similar  to  the  lines  now  crossing  Central  Park, 
New  York. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  Glen  road  is  a 
highway  that  has  never  been  closed.  It  crosses, 
as  the  members  of  the  Council  well  know,  Franlilin 
Park  from  the  refectory  to  Sigourney  street.  The 
road  is  not  used  for  anything  except  teams  and  is 
well  hidden  from  the  rest  of  the  park  by  trees  and 
bushes.  Franklin  Park  has  not  been  used  as 
much  by  the  public  as  it  was  intended  to  be. 
Some  of  the  public  know  nothing  about  it.  In 
Central  Park,  New  York,  in  a  smaller  area,  they 
have  two  highways  crossing  the  park,  and  one  of 
them  is  used  by  the  trolley  cars.  I  should  like 
very  much  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners as  to  the  advisability  of  allowing  the 
cars  to  run  over  the  existing  highway  which  crosses 
the  middle  of  Franklin  Park.  It  would  open  up 
the'  park  to  the  public  and  make  it  useful  in  the 
sense  that  was  intended  when  the  land  for  the  park 
was  first  bought. 

The  order  was  passed. 


BATHING   POOL,   PARKER   HILL. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  initiate  an  appropri- 
ation of  .?1,500  to  alter  the  reservoir  on  Parker 
Hill,  Ward  19,  so  that  it  will  be  suitable  for  a 
bathing  pool  in  summer. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


WIDENING   OF   BEECH   STREET, 
ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  furnish  this  body 
with  plans  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  for  widening 
Beech  street,  Roslindale,  to  a  suitable  width  to 
connect  the  two  existing  highways.  Centre  street 
and  Washington  street. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NEW   APPARATUS   FOR   STREET   OILING. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Maj'or  be  requested  to  inform  the  Council 
whether  any  new  apparatus  is  to  be  used  this 
coming  season  for  sprinkling  oil  upon  the  streets? 

Passed. 


RENOVATING   SOIL,   FRANKLIN   PARK. 

Coun.  SMITH  oflfered  an  order— That  the  Park 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  investigate  the 
method  of  renovating  the  soil,  and  watering  the 
same,  that  is  planned  for  the  greens  at  the  Bel- 
mont Springs  Country  Club,  with  the  idea  of 
adopting  the  same  at  Franklin  Park  golf  course. 

Passed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.55  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  ATTRIDGE  at  6.41  p.  m. 


WIDENING   OF   HYDE   PARK  AVENUE. 

President  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City 
Council  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening 
Hyde  Park  avenue  from  Clarendon  Hills  to  Cleary 
square,  Hyde  Park. 

Passed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Alice  E.  Ackerman 
(referred  to-day)  for  a  permit  for  children  tcf  ap- 
pear at  the  Dudley  Street  Opera  House  on  the 
evening  of  January'  31 — that  permit  be  granted. 

-Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  furnish  this 
body  with  plans  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
widening  Beech  street,  Roshndale,  to  a  suitable 
width  to  connect  the  two  existing  highways.  Centre 
street  and  Washington  street — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  order  and  letter  attached  (re- 
ferred to-day)  relative  to  removal  of  statues  from 
Commonwealth  a\'enue — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Jlajor  and  com- 
munication (referred  Maj^  27)  relative  to  dilapi- 
dated buildings  at  2,  4,  6  Creek  square,  Ward  6, 
and  dilapidated  building  at  corner  of  Cabot  and 
Windsor  streets.  Ward  18 — recommending  that  no 
action  be  taken  concerning  the  buildings  at  Creek 
square,  as  said  buildings  have  been  attended  to — 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  building  located  as  hereinafter 
stated  has  been  complained  of  by  the  Building 
Commissioner  as  being  in  a  dilapidated  condition; 
and 

Whereas,  The  o^mier  of  the  building  has  been 
given  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  after  due  notice 
in  writing  as  required  by  law;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  dilapidated  building  located 
at  corner  of  Cabot  and  Windsor  streets,  Ward  IS, 
owned  by  Edward  J.  Twombly,  be  and  the  same 
is  adjudged  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapters 
101  and  75  of  the  Revised  Laws  the  owner  or  owners 
of  said  building  be  hereby  required  to  remove  the 
same  within  fourteen  days  from  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

Report  accepted;  preambles,  resolve  and  order 
passed . 

(5)  Report  on  petition  of  estate  of  Henry  W. 
WilUams  e!  al.  (referred  January  6)  in  favor  of 
the  improvement  of  Commonwealth  avenue — 
recommending  reference  of  same  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(6)  Report  on  message,  communication  and 
order  (referred  February  16)  relative  to  removal 
of  Seaver  street  wall  by  Park  Department — that 
the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  papers  placed  on  file. 

(7)  Report  on  order  (referred  July  S)  relative 
to  abolition  of  poll  taxes — that  no  further  action 
is  necessary. 

Accepted. 

(8)  Report  on  order  (referred  October  21)  th.at 
the  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  taking  of  land  on  either  side 
of  Otter  street.  Ward  11,  with  probable  cost  of 
same — that  no  further  action  is  necessarj'. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  this  is  the  most 
necessary  improvement  in  that  section  of  the  city. 
All'  the  traffic  existing  on  the  parkway  runs  from 
Beacon  street  to  the  North  Station.     This  traffic 
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amounts  to  considerable.  It  is  made  up  largely  of 
automobiles  which  turn  from  Beacon  and  Arling- 
ton streets  into  Otter  street,  and  thence  into  the 
parkway,  at  high  speed,  and  accidents  are  occur- 
ring there  almost  weekly,  because  a  building,  a 
carriage  or  wash  house  on  the  back  lot  of  one  of 
these  premises  adjoining  Otter  street  comes  out  to 
the  sidewalk,  and  the  sidewalk  and  the  street  there 
are  extremely  narrow  at  the  corner  of  Back  street 
and  Otter  street.  Consequently  it  is  impossible  to 
see  any  team  which  maj'  be  in  the  way  as  they  come 
through  from  Beacon  street,  and  Back  street  is 
used  by  teams,  milk  men  and  others  delivering  to 
Beacon  street  hou.sps.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  a'  precautionary  measure  to  have  those 
low,  one-story  wash  buildings  taken  down  and  to 
increase  the  width  of  the  street  to  correspond  with 
the  park  drive.  Consequently  I  shall  vote  against 
the  report  of  the  committee.  However,  1  do  not 
quibble  with  the  Council  for  not  caring  to  enter 
into  this  appropriation.  1  think  the  Street  Com- 
missioners have  somewhat  overstated  the  expense, 
but  let  that  stand.  I  do  think  that  if  the  Council 
goes  on  record  against  this  there  can  be  no  possible 
argument  for  the  Chestnut  street  wiilening  that 
has  been  proposed,  taking  that  hou.se  on  Chestnut 
street,  because  if  you  will  not  use  .$60,000 — even  if 
it  costs  $00,000,  granting  the  figures  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  which  I  do  not  for  a  minute  grant — 
for  this  necessary  improvement  on  a  street  which 
is  used  to  a  considerable  extent,  which  bears  all 
the  traffic  in  that  neighborliood,  certainly  you 
ought  not  to  expend  .$4(),()00  on  the  widening  of 
Chestnut  street,  a  street  having  no  traffic  what- 
ever, a  street  which  at  the  present  time  merely 
accommodates  the  foot  traffic  that  originates  there. 
I  trust  that  when  we  come  to  the  Chestnut  street 
widening  we  will  bear  in  mind  the  vote  of  the  Coun- 
cil on  this  matter. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  declared 
accepted.  Coun.  SMITH  doubted  the  vote,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  report  was  accepted,  yeas  6,  nays  1 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
CoUins,  Kenny,  McDonald — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Smith — 1. 

(9)  Report  on  order  (referred  May  6)  that  the 
Mayor  originate  an  appropriation  for  the  widening 
of  Otter  street — that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 

(10)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  .January  29)  to  release 
restrictions  on  land  at  South  street  and  Arborway — 
that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  intend  to  vote 
in  opposition  to  this  report  because  of  the  restric- 
tions being  placed  there  to  preserve  the  parkway, 
the  approaches  and  surroundings  of  the  park,  and 
the  Park  Commissioners  have  not  explicitly  recom- 
mended that  we  remove  these  restrictions  on  this 
special  lot.  Also,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  street  on 
which  this  lot  abuts  is  already  used  for  business 
purposes.  It  is  occupied  by  two  car  tracks  and 
has  grocery  and  other  stores  within  200  yards  of 
the  property — in  fact,  nearer  than  that  to  the; 
property  here  described.  I  don't  think  that  you 
can  for  any  great  length  of  time  maintain  restric- 
tions on  a  street  used  for  business  purposes  and 
retaining  that  character.  In  fact,  the  court  will 
retain  restrictions  on  such  a  street,  as  evidenced  on 
Columbus  avenue  and  Bo.vlston  street.  Therefore, 
it  seems  to  me,  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  and  the  character  of  the  street,  that 
it  is  only  due  to  the  owner  of  the  lot  to  withdraw 
these  restrictions,  especially  as  the  owner  has 
proposed  to  give  land  to  the  city  which  would  per- 
mit the  street  to  be  widened  at  a  point  where  there 
is  now  no  room  between  the  car  tracks  and  the 
curb  for  an  ordinary  wagon  to  pass.  It  is  not  a 
request  for  restrictions  to  be  removed  without 
some  benefit  to  the  city  and  I  shall,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  action  taken  by  the  committee. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected.  Coun.  SMITH 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  order  was  rejected,  yeas  1,  nays  C: 

Yeas — Coun.  .Smith — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Buckley, 
Collins,  Kenny,  McDonald — (i. 

(11)  Report  on  remonstrance  of  Joseph  .1. 
Lannm  et  al.  (referred  July  S)  against  removal  of 
restrictions  on  land  at  South  street  and  Arborway — 
that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  remonstrance  placed  on 
file. 

(12)  Report    on    resolve     (referred    May    20) 


against  expenditure  of  money  for  Chestnut  street. 
Ward  11 — recommending  reference  of  same' to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  accepted;    .said  reference  ordered. 

(13)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  initiate  an  appropriation  of 
.$1,500  to  alter  the  reservoir  at  Parker  Hill,  Ward 
19,  so  that  it  will  be  suitable  for  a  bathing  pool  in 
summer — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  trust  that  that 
order  will  have  some  weight  with  the  Mayor.  I 
think  I  am  correct  in  saj'ing  that  twice  before  this 
Council  has  passed  an  order  asking  the  Mayor  to 
originate  such  an  appropriation.  The  sum  is  so 
small  that  I  don't  see  how  the  Mayor  can  find  it 
pos.sible  not  to  grant  to  Ward  19  these  bathing 
facilities  in  sunmier.  It  seems  almost  impossible 
that  the  Mayor  should  object  to  this,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  Ward  19  at  the  present  time 
has  no  playground,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they 
have  had  for  some  time  $60,000,  and  for  over  a 
year  .$100,000,  set  aside  for  that  purpose.  I  trust 
that  the  Mayor  can  between  his  trips  from  Maine 
to  Florida  and  between  the  rendering  of  our 
beautiful  city  anthem  and  his  consideration  of  the, 
price  of  gasolene  and  other  momentous  questions 
of  state,  for  a  moment  give  attention  to  the  city 
government  of  Boston — which,  by  chance  or  other- 
wise, he  is  overseeing — and  take  up  such  trivial 
questions  as  the  granting  to  Ward  19  of  this  very 
simple  recreation  facility.  I  certainly  hope,  after 
all  this  hubbub  about  a  Ward  19  playground,  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  can  bring  his  mind  for  a 
moment  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject.  He 
has  had  town  meetings  out  there;  he  has  had 
Ijostal  card  votes;  he  has  in  another  section  of  the 
city  left  the  decision  as  to  playground  facilities  to  a 
comnuttee  of  ward  politicians — and  of  course  we 
cannot  cast  any  slur  on  that  name,  being  what  we 
are.  But  I  trust  that  he  will  for  a  moment  bring 
iiis  mind  to  a  consideration  of  Ward  19  and  grant 
this  simple  .$1,500. 

The  order  was  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 
On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD,  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken 
to-day. 

ASSESSED   VALUES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  answer  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council,  in  accordance  with  article 
7  of  the  charter,  why  the  assessed  values  and  selling 
values  of  the  following  parcels  showed  such  a  wide 
difference: 


99  Georgia  street,  corner  Elm 

Hill  avenue. 
914  Albany  street 

72  Allen  street 


09-71  Beach  street,  corner 
Hud.son  street. 

144  Boylston  avenue,  Ja- 
maica Plain. 

1-9  Brom  field  street 

Cabot,  Tremont  and   Cunard 

streets,  Roxbury. 
21  Corbett  street 

162  Lauriat  avenue 

31  State  street .  .  .  . 

151-153  Tremont  street 

Carolina  avenue 

Cedar    street    and     Lambert 

avenue. 
Centre  street,  corner  Star  lane, 


Assessed. 

Sold. 

$23,000 

$17,500 

4,000 

2,300 

9,000 

11,000 

24,500 

20,250 

3,700 

6,700 

y84,500 

220,000 

11,000 

7,750 

3,800 

1,600 

3,800 

2,800 

619,000 

800,000 

.592,000 

700,000 

36,600 

25,000 

3,900 

4,870 

14,100 

11,000 
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Assessed. 

Sold. 

81  Chandler  street 

$8,500 

S6,500 

14  Charter  street 

10,700 
17,000 

15,000 

403  Columbus  avenue 

12,250 

35  Cunningham  street 

6,800 

4,475 

282  Dartmouth  street 

24,000 

28,.500 

5,800 

3,675 

4  Dunreath  street 

7,000 

3,450 

99    and    99A  East    Dedham 

street. 
140  Ferdinand  street 

4,800 
65,000 

3,525 
43,600 

18  Forbes  street 

7,300 

6,285 

238  Franklin  street 

113,000 

150,000 

148  Mt.  Vernon  street 

10,000 

16,000 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  to 
change  that  reference,  in  order  that  I  may  read 
these  assessments,  which  are  at  wide  variance 
with  the  selhng  prices  in  each  case.  (Reading  figures 
as  above.]  It  will  be  noted  in  this  list  that  the 
assessments  vary  both  ways,  above  and  below  the 
selUng  price.  I  would  like  to  point  out  one  case 
illustrative  of  many  in  the  suburban  districts. 
Take,  for  instance,  21  Corbet  street.  That  was 
owned  by  a  widow.  For  years  she  paid  taxes  on 
the  assessment  of  .$3,800.  There  was  a  mortgage 
on  that  property  of  $2,300.  For  years  she  paid 
interest  on  the  mortgage  of  $2,300.  Finally  the 
mortgagee  became  alarmed  at  the  condition  of  the 
property  in  the  neighborhood  and  after  trying  for 
some  time  they  got  a  sale  at  $1,600.  The  direct 
result  was  that  the  widow,  having  a  hard  struggle 
to  get  along  any  way,  was  obliged  for  years,  be- 
cause of  the  action  of  the  assessors,  to  pay  a  tax  on 
$3,800,  when  her  property  was  worth  only  $1,600. 
That  is,  she  was  obliged  to  pay,  because  of  the 
action  of  the  assessors,  a  tax  of  more  than  double 
what  she  ought  to  pay.  In  other  words,  that  poor 
woman  was  obUged  to  pay  more  than  double  her 
share  of  the  burden  of  running  this  city.  Not  only 
that,  but,  because  of  the  assessors  primarily,  she 
had  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  mortgage  of  $2,300, 
when  really  she  ought  to  have  been  paying  interest 
on  a  mortgage  of  something  under  $1,600,  neareY 
$1,000.  In  both  ways  she  was  paying  more  than 
her  proportionate  share  of  the  burden  of  this 
community.  Compare  that  with  the  situation  in 
some  of  these  other  cases.  Compare  it  with  the 
case  of  the  person  or  group  of  persons  owning  31 
State  street.  That  property  was  assessed  for 
$619,000,  but  what  was  the  real  value  of  the 
propert}'?  Eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  1 
ask  you  gentlemen  how  long  we  are  going  to  sit 
here,  knowing  in  our  souls,  regardless  of  what  is 
said  by  the  assessors,  that  the  residential  parts  of 
this  city  are  overassessed  and  that  the  small  people, 
such  as  this  widow,  are  bearing  the  burden  of  over- 
assessments,  how  long  are  we  going  to  sit  here  and 
listen  to  these  cases  when  we  know,  in  spite  of  all 
the  dust  that  may  be  thrown  in  our  eyes  by  the 
assessors,  that  downtown  property  of  the  cily 
aa  a  rule — of  course  not  in  every  case — is  under- 
assessed, while  the  out  of  town  property  as  a  rule 
is  overassessed?  This  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
downtown  properties  are  owned  largely  by  men 
who  are  not  even  poll  taxpayers  in  this  city.  I  say, 
gentlemen,  that  it  is  outrageous,  it  is  not  just  to 
our  citizens.  All  I  am  asking  in  this  case — a  very 
simple  thing — is  that  you  have  a  comniittee 
appointed  to  investigate  this  subject,  to  go  into  it 
with  other  public  bodies  and  with  the  assessors. 
These  are  the  facts  staring  us  in  the  face.  Mr. 
Folsom  has  been  before  our  body  to-day,  as  at 
previous  meetings,  and  has  tried  to  throw  dust  in 
our  eyes.  He  has  accepted  the  statement  about 
the  Jordan  property,  the  R.  H.  White  property, 
the  Paine  Furniture  property,  the  First  National 
Bank  property.  I  tried  not  to  give  names  or 
numbers  on  streets,  but  was  forced  to  do  so  by  this 


body,  and  he  has  admitted  the  fact  in  regard  to 
this  group  of  cases.  The  only  criticism  he  has 
inade  is  in  regard  to  the  assessment  figures  I  have 
given,  and  he  has  very  cleverly  taken  the  assess- 
ment figures  for  the  year  1912,  which  is  not  a  fair 
comparison,  because  they  should  be  taken  for  the 
year  when  the  sale  was  made.  The  figures  1  have 
given  relate  to  the  year  when  the  sales  were  made. 
So  he  has  only  clouded  the  issue  without  meeting 
or  answering  it  in  any  way.  It  cannot  be  answered, 
gentlemen  Go  out  and  ask  any  real  estate  man 
you  see  whether  the  bare  facts  I  have  stated  are 
not  so — whether  the  out  of  town  property  as  a  rule, 
not  without  exception,  but  as  a  rule,  is  not  over- 
assessed  and  the  downtown  property  under- 
assessed. Without  burdening  j'ou  to  the  extent 
of  going  and  asking  the  first  real  estate  man  you 
meet  in  the  matter  I  will  simply  read  to  you  some 
letters  that  I  have  received.  This  is  dated  Decem- 
ber 27.  "In  reply  to  your  favor  in  relation  to  the 
assessment  of  real  estate  in  Boston,  etc.,  I  would 
say  that  1  have  had  about  twentj-  j-ears'  experience 
in  real  estate  matters  in  Boston,  and  personally 
I  have  always  received  courteous  treatment  by  the 
assessors.  1  have  known  several  of  them  pretty 
intimately  in  a  business  way,  and  have  found  them 
entirely  honorable  and  without  any  suggestion  of 
corruption." 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  order  which  I  understand  is  before 
the  Council  has  been  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  the  member  has  been  simply 
imposing  on  the  good  nature  of  the  members 
for  the  last  five  minutes  in  spreading  upon  the 
records  matters  that  at  this  time  have  no  place 
on  the  record.  The  sub.iect  has  been  disposed  of, 
has  been  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  he  is  simplj'  putting  on  the  record  now  a  lot  of 
memoranda  and  alleged  facts  with  which  we  are 
dealing  in  the  Executive  Committee,  and  with 
which  we  have  been  dealing  all  the  afternoon. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  rules  that 
the  point  of  order  raised  by  Coun.  Kenny  is  well 
taken.  The  question  now  is  on  reconsideration 
of  the  reference. 

Coun.  SMITH— Exactly.  That  is  what  I  am 
debating.  Mr.  President.  I  moved  reconsideration 
of  the  reference 

President  ATTRIDGE— Of  this  particular  order. 

Coun.  SMITH — On  which,  as  I  understand  the 
rules,  I  can  speak. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Yes,  on  this  particular 
order  that  you  have  introduced,  which  has  been 
referred  to  this  committee. 

Coun.  SMITH— Exactly. 

President  ATTRIDGE — So  you  wUl  confine 
.yourself  to  reconsideration  of  the  reference  of  that 
particular  order.    , 

Coun.  KENNY — ^Slr.  President,  I  desire  to  ask 
the  member  a  question. 

President  ATTRIDGE— Does  the  gentleman 
yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  SAIITH — Not  until  I  have  spoken  for  a 
moment  on  reconsideration  of  the  reference  of  this 
order.  I  want  to  say,  in  order  to  clear  the  matter 
up  before  answering  questions  raised  by  the 
councilor  from  South  Boston,  that  I  am  speaking  in 
favor  of  reconsideration  of  reference  to  the 
Executive  Committee  because  I  believe  the  matter 
is  so  pressing  that  we  ought  to  take  it  up  at 
once.  That  is  my  whole  argument,  directly  on 
the  point  of  reference,  and  I  am  citing  in  proof 
of  that  pressing  necessity  several  letters  which 
I  have  received  from  real  estate  men  urging 
immediate  action.  I  was  proceeding  to  read 
one  of  those  letters  to  prove  my  point  that  we 
ought  to  take  up  the  matter  at  once,  instead  of 
referring  it  to  comniittee. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  gentleman  will 
state  his  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — That  the  gentleman  is  not 
adhering  to  the  motion  which  he  has  made  now, 
but  which  he  had  not  made,  as  I  understood, 
until  I  first  addressed  the  Chair,  and  that  he  is 
not  speaking  to  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Coun.  SSIITH— Mr.  President,  I  intend  to 
restrict  nij-  remarks  entirely  to  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  reference.  I  trust,  for  the  sake  of 
the  other  members,  that  I  can  stick  strictly  to  that 
point  of  whether  we  ought  to  refer  this  order  to  the 
Executive  Committee  or  take  it  up  at  once.  I 
want  to  cite  in  support  of  the  idea  of  taking  it 
up  at  once  the  position  of  real  estate  men.  What 
has  been  written  to  me  in  this  way  I  think  empha- 
sizes the  necessity  of  taking  the  matter  up  at 
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once.  [Continuing  reading.]  "The  difficulties  of 
their  position  arc  great.  If  property  depreciates 
in  value  iu  an  entire  section,  and  they  immediately 
reduce  the  as.sessment,  it  would  probably  cau»c 
the  foreclosure  of  a  great  many  mortgages." 

Conn.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  do  now  adjourn. 

President  ATTJilDGE— Coun.  Smith  has  the 
floor,  and  I  do  not  think  that  that  ijarticular 
motion  at  this  time,  with  Coun.  Smith  on  the 
floor,  is  iu  order.     The  Chair  so  rules. 

Coun.  KENNV — Mr.  Presirlent,  yielding  to  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair,  I  would  like  to  say  one  word 
in  this  connection,  and  that  is  this.  We  have  spent 
the  entire  afternoon  since  four  o'clock  on  this 
subject  of  assessments.  The  assessors,  through 
their  secretary,  have  been  represented  before  our 
Executive  Committee,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
assessors  has  made  a  full,  thorough,  aiid  clear 
response  and  argument  to  all  these  questions,  in- 
sinuations and  misstatements — what  I  believe  to  b(' 
misstatements,  although,  not  intentionally  so — by 
the  gentleman. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  have  I  the  floor? 

President  ATTEIDGE— Coun.  Smith  now  has 
the  floor. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  passing  oyer 
any  of  the  statements  just  made  by  the  councilor 
from  South  Boston,  I  think  it  is  a  kindness  to  liim — 
rather  than  allow  him  to  involve  himself  any 
further — to  interpret  his  remarks  as  a  desire  to 
expedite  this  meeting  and  not  as  any  personal 
attack  on  me.  Therefore,  instead  of  reading  all 
these  letters,  whi(Oi  go  to  prove  the  necessity  for 
considering  this  ((uestion  at  once,  1  ask  that  the 
letters  ma>'  be  included  in  the  minutes  of  ihv 
meeting.  If  that  request  is  granted,  I  will  simply 
submit  them  at  this  time.      I  gladly  turn  these  over. 

The  letters  submitted  by  Coun.  Smith  are  as 
follows: 

Boston,  December  27,  1912. 
Earnest  E.  Smith,  Esq., 
Council  Chamber: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  favor  in  relation  to 
the  assessment  of  real  estate  in  Boston,  etc.,  I 
would  say  that  I  have  had  about  twenty  j-ears' 
experience  in  real  estate  matters  in  Boston  and 
persomilly  I  have  always  received  courteous  treat- 
ment by  "the  assessors.  I  have  known  several  of 
them  pretty  intimately  in  a  business  way,  and 
have  found  them  entirely  honorable  and  without 
any  suggestion  of  corruptioii. 

The  difficulties  of  their  position  are  great.  If 
property  depreciates  ia  value  in  an  entire  section 
and  they  immediately  reduce  the  assessment  it 
would  probably  cause  the  foreclosure  of  a  great 
many  mortgages.  If  they  should  make  this  reduc- 
tion they  would  probalily  have  a  very  uncomfort- 
able time  with  those  in  higher  authority  at  the 
City  Hall  who  want  to  get  as  much  money  out  of 
taxes  as  possible.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  fail 
to  do  so  they  deceive  honorable  people  who  trust 
to  their  judgment  in  buying  property  or  loaning 
money  on  it.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with 
the  out-of-town  savings  banks,  and  a  good  many 
pieces  of  property  in  Boston  arc  so  nmch  over- 
assessed  that  their  principal  value  is  for  trading 
purposes, — in  deceiving   the    unsuspecting   public. 

My  personal  experience  is  largely  with  projjerty 
outside  the  downtown  .district  and  I  cannot  call 
to  mind  a  piece  of  property  in  the  last  few  years 
that  I  have  sold  for  more  than  the  assessment. 

There  is  one  matter  which  I  think  should  be 
taken  up  by  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  that  is 
the  reduction  in  the  assessment  of  buildings  as 
they  grow  older.  I  had  occasion  a  while  ago  to 
look  up  the  a.ssessment  of  a  dwelling  in  Dorchester, 
and  according  to  the  assessors'  book  of  18.50  the 
assessment  was  the  same  then  as  it  is  to-day,  or 
rather  was  two  or  three  years  ago.  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  Board  of  Assessors  are 
as  efficient  and  their  methods  are  as  good  as  one 
can  expect  so  long  as  they  are  subject  to  political 
influences. 

The  matter  of  insurance  that  I  note  in  j^our 
article  in  the  Herald  this  morning  seems  to  me  an 
important  one,  and  I  should  go  farther  and  say 
that  no  salaried  officer  of  the  City  of  Boston  should 
be  allowed  to  act  as  a  broker  or  agent  for  fire 
insurance.  Most  of  them  are  not  experts  and 
people  placing  their  business  with  them  probabl.v 
expect  a  return  in  some  other  way. 

I  am  answering  this  letter  in  good  faith  for  your 
personal  infornuttion,  assuming  that  yours  is 
written  in  the  same  spirit. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Elbiudge  K.  Newhall. 


Boston,  January  8,  1913. 
Mr.  Earnest  E.  Smith,  Councilor: 

Your  letter  of  23d  ult.  relative  to  a  change 
in  the  mode  of  assessing  the  property  in  this  city 
at  hand  and  duly  noted.  1  am  strongly  in  favor 
of  a  change  of  the  present  mode  of  as.sessing. 
For  instance,  1  will  cite  you  a  sample  of  a  house 
in  Roxbury.  The  hou.se  belonged  to  a  widow 
womari.  It  was  No.  170  Cabot  street.  The 
house  at  the  time  wasn't  worth  $1,000  and  was 
assessed  .81,800;  the  lot  was  worth  about  .11,200 
and  was  assessed  $2,000;  $3,800  on  the  estate. 
The  best  it  could  be  sold  for  was  $1,250.  Then 
other  downtown  property  assessed  at  one-half 
of  its  real  value.  You  will  see  that  the  property 
above  referred  to  was  sold  for  less  than  one-third 
of  the  assessed  figures.  I  say,  give  us  a  change. 
Y'ours  truly, 

C.  F.  Barnes. 

Savin  Hill  Improvement  Association, 

Dorchester,  January  6,  1913. 
Councilor  Smith: 

Dear  Sir, — The  association  voted  to  indor.se 
your  circular  of  the  proposed  readjustment  of 
property  in  the  City  of  Boston;  it  was  unani- 
mously conceded  that  it  was  a  long-felt  necessity, 
and  tru.st  the  action  for  such  will  not  long  be 
delayed. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  E.  Nolan,  Secretary. 
Grampian  way,  Savin  Hill. 

January  3,  1913. 
Earnest  E.  Smith,  Esq., 

Council  Chamber: 

Dear  Sir, — Y''our  favor  of  the  23d  ult.  was  duly 
received  and  I  presume  you  have  addressed  me  as  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Massachusetts  Real  Estate  Exchange.  In  reply 
thereto  I  beg  to  say  that  I  believe  with  every  other 
intelligent  citizen  that  the  assessing  of  values  on 
real  estate  should  be  based  strictly  and  wholly  upon 
its  market  value  and  should  be  obtained  by  a 
systematic  and  scientific  appraisal  of  the  properties 
which  may  cost  a  little  more  than  the  present 
method  but  would  certainly  work  to  greater  jus- 
tice to  the  property  holder.  Other  cities  are  arriv- 
ing at  this  advanced  position  and  it  is  only  a 
question  whetlier  Boston,  which  is  progressing  so 
rapidly  in  other  lines  at  this  time,  shall  remain  in 
the  dormant  position  on  this  most  important 
subject. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  councilors  will  seriously 
consider  this  matter  and  decide  to  put  in  an  up-to- 
date  appraisal  system  by  which  all  properties  can 
be  assessed  on  their  actual  or  market  value  and  not 
upon  some  preconceived  ideas  or  "precedent" 
established  by  former  Boards  of  Assessors. 
Yours  very  truly, 

W.  S.  Radway. 

Boston,  December  26,  1912. 
E.  L.  Smith,  Esq., 

Council  Chamber: 

Dear  Sir, — Y'ours  received  in  regard  to  the 
assessing  proposition  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I 
am  very  glad  that  the  Council  has  taken  this 
mattej-  up,  and  I  hope  before  you  get  through 
with  it  that  this  matter  will  be  thoroughly  gone 
into  and  some  better  system  of  assessing  than  we 
have  at  the  present  time  will  be  the  result. 

By  selhng  as  much  property  as  1  do  I  am  con- 
stantly reminded  of  the  inequality  of  the  values 
placed  by  our  assessors.  It  would  seem  to  me 
that  the  right  way  to  remedy  this  evil  would  be 
to  appoint  three  special  assessors  for  each  ward, 
these  three  men  to  be  residents  and  perfectly 
familiar  with  the  ward  in  which  they  are  appointed 
to  the  work.  One,  I  should  say,  should  be  a 
practical  builder;  another  a  first-class  real  estate 
man,  with  broad  experience;  and  a  clerical  man  to 
do  that  part  of  the  work. 

The.se  three  men  should  not  have  access  to  the 
assessors'  books,  or  in  any  way  know  the  present 
values.  They  should  be  sent  out  to  do  this  work 
independently  of  the  assessors;  place  values  on 
property  that  in  their  judgment,  and  with  the 
experience  they  have  had  in  that  section,  as  to  the 
real  value  of  the  property.  What  I  mean  by  that 
is  just  what  the  property  would  sell  for  if  placed 
on  the  market  and  sold  within  a  reasonable  length 
of  time.  Oftentimes  a  man  looking  for  a  certain 
kind  of  a  house  will  pay  more,  if  he  can  get  the 
house  in  the  location  that  he  wants,  tfian  it  is 
worth;  another  man  looking  for  a  bargain  is  not 
so  particular  as  to   the   class  of  house  and   the 
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location,  but  would  buy  at  a  bargain  price.  Tliat 
is  not  placing  a  fair  value  on  property  any  more 
than  the  man  who  is  willing  to  pay  a  little  more  for 
the  sake  of  being  in  the  location  that  ho  desires. 

Neither  is  it  hardly  fair  to  say  that  an  auction 
sale  is  a  fair  way  to  obtain  the  real  value  of  a  piece 
of  property.  Therefore,  when  I  say  that  a  builder 
and  a  real  estate  man  should  be  two  of  the  three 
selected  to  appraise  the  property  in  different  wards, 
I  mean  that  a  builder  can  figure  the  cost  of  the 
house  and  the  real  estate  man  has  an  idea  what 
such  property  is  selling  for  in  that  immediate 
vicinity  and  what  it  would  actually  bring  at  the 
present  time,  and  I  feel  that  until  something  of 
this  nature  is  done  that  our  assessing  will  be  just 
as  unjust  as  it  is  at  present.  ■" 

By  appointing  these  assessors  that  I  speak  of 
the  whole  assessors'  list  for  the  entire  city  would 
be  revised.  As  you  know,  many  properties  are 
assessed  far  below  their  real  value  and  what  they 
are  selling-  for  to-day,  while  others  are  assessed 
higher  and  are  not  bringing  what  they  are  assessed 
for. 

This  is  decidedly  wrong  and  this  evil  should  be 

remedied  at  once.     If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance 

to  you  at  any  time,   or  to   any  members  of  the 

Council,  I  assure  you  I  should  be  pleased  to  do  so. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  M.  Johnson. 

Boston,  December  27,  1912. 
Earnest  E.  Smith,  Esq., 

Council  Chamber: 

Dear  Sir, — The  question  of  assessment  and 
taxation  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance,  for  upon 
it  depends  entirely,  or  to  a  great  extent  at  least, 
the  rate  of  taxation,  and  upon  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion largely  depends  the  development  of  any  com- 
munity. 

In  my  opinion  there  are  few  cities  in  Massachu- 
setts where  the  assessing  is  properly  done.  I  was 
mayor  of  Everett  for  five  years  and  was  connected 
with  the  city  government  outside  of  that  position 
for  eight  years,  and  while  in  office  I  made  a  study 
of  assessment  and  taxation  and  when  I  had  com- 
pleted my  study  or  had  gone  as  far  as  I  could  at 
that  time  I  was  as  much  in  the  dark  as  when  I 
commenced. 

The  city  of  New  Bedford  has  a  complete  block 
system  of  assessment  and  that  has  been  a  magnifi- 
cent success.  The  cities  of  Newton  and  Medford 
have,  I  think,  a  block  system  complete,  and  the 
city  of  Everett,  at  my  suggestion  several  years  ago, 
commenced  a  block  system  which,  I  think,  is  riow 
nearly  completed,  an  appropriation  having  been 
made  each  year  for  that  purpose,  with  the  ultimate 
end  in  view  of  having  the  system  complete. 

I  do  not  know  just  how  this  would  work  in 
Boston  or  in  any  city  as  large  as  Boston,  but  I 
venture  to  suggest  that  although  it  would  be  an 
expensive  proposition  that  it  would  benionej'  well 
expended  considering  the  convenience  it  would  be 
to  the  assessors. 

Values  in  Boston  are  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
guesswork,  there  being  no  standard  upon  which 
judgment  can  be  based,  but  so  far  as  offering  a 
suggestion  which  would  tend  to  solve  the  problem, 
I  feel  that  I  cannot  do  it,  and  I  have  an  idea  that 
I  have  given  this  matter  as  much  study  as  the 
majority  of  people.  There  is  one  thing,  however, 
that  appeals  to  me,  that  is  the  lack  of  publicity, 
and  I  have  an  idea  that  if  public  hearings  were  held 
it  would  materially  assist  the  assessors  in  forming 
an  opinion  as  to  values.  For,  as  you  undoubtedly 
know,  the  greatest  assistance  that  a  municipal 
officer  can  have  is  that  which  comes  from  unprej- 
udiced public  sentiment  as  expressed  by  those 
who  are  in  a  position  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  subject  about  which  they  speak. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Cn.iBLES  Bruce. 

Boston,  December  31,  1912. 
Mr.  Earnest  E.  Smith,  Councilor: 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
23d  inst.  and  note  contents.  In  answer  to  same 
I  think  the  suggestion  whereby  assessments  on 
realty  based  on  the  unit  value  is  the  only  just  way 
of  valuation.  This  same  system  was  adopted 
many  years  ago  in  different  cities  and  I  think 
that  Boston  should  do  likewise.  ,' 

If  not  too  much  trouble  for  you  I  would  kindly 
ask  you  to  send  me  Document  No.  149. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  this  favor,  believe 
me  to  be, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Baxter  Felton. 


Boston,  December  31,  1912. 
Earnest  E.  Smith: 

Yours  of  23d  received  in  regard  to  tax  rates 
as  compared   to  market  values  of  property. 

I  have  charge  of  about  fifty  houses  in  different 
sections  of  city  and  I  can  safely  say  that  there 
is  not  one  of  these  that  would  bring  the  assessed 
valuation,  wdth  the  exception  of  one  or  two  in 
North  End.  Best  offers  we  have  had  in  South 
End  were  far  below  assessment.  We  have  six- 
teen houses  in  one  part  of  South  End  that  are 
assessed  for  $2,700  and  yet  will  not  bring  an  offer 
higher  than  $1,.500. 

Real  estate  brokers,  dealers,  etc.,  do  not  con- 
sider city's  valuation  as  a  standard  in  the  least; 
that  seems  to  be  my  experience,  anyway.  Present 
condition  certainly  seems  an  unfair  one  and  any 
remedy  that  the  Council  could  bring  about  would 
be  greatly  appreciated  by  property  owners  through- 
out the  city. 

I  would  like  to  just  mention  one  other  thing  that 
is  becoming  a  great  burden  on  owners  of  cheaper 
class  of  houses,  and  that  is  the  cost  of  water  under 
ineter  rates,  but  that  is  another  story. 

Trusting  that  something  maj'  result  from  the 
action  of  the  councilors,   I  remain, 
Yours  sincerely, 

H.  H.  Flagg. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  quite 
through.  Having  expedited  matters  in  this  way, 
let  me  say  a  word  as  to  the  necessity  of  taking  up 
this  question.  Instead  of  referring  it  to  a  committee 
we  ought  to  consider  it  at  once.  And  wdiy?  Be- 
cause the  present  situation  is  permitting  all  sorts 
of  outrages  in  the  City  of  Boston  in  regard  to 
mortgages.  Here  is  property  at  1074  Boylston 
street,  assessed  for  $26, .500  and  mortgaged  for 
.S27,000  to  the  Home  Savings  Bank  at  4  per  cent. 
In  other  words,  the  Home  Sa\-ings  Bank  of  the 
City  of  Boston  takes  a  mortgage  at  4  per  cent,  a 
low  rate  of  interest,  at  more  than  the  value  of  that 
property  on  Boylston  street-  I  say  when  those 
things  are  going  on  it  is  not  only  a  disproof  of  the 
figures  given  this  afternoon  by  our  assessor,  Mr. 
Folsom,  but  shows  the  necessity  of  taking  up  this 
question  of  assessment  immediately  rather  than 
referring  it  to  a  committee.  As  another  proof  of 
the  necessity  of  taking  this  question  up  immediately 
I  stand  here  on  this  Council  floor  and  offer  for 
sale — for  sale,  mind  you,  this  being  the  offering 
price — the  following  property.  The  property  at 
103-105  Mountfort  street,  assessed  for  $16,000,  I 
will  offer  for  sale  to  anybody  for  $14,000.  That  is 
only  the  offer.  The  property  at  S87-SS9  'Washing- 
ton street,  assessed  for  $56,000,  I  will  offer  for  sale 
for  .$45,000. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  question  is  on  re- 
consideration of  the  reference  the  Chair  would 
inform  the  councilor.  The  gentleman  wiU  try  to 
confine  himself  to  that  question. 

Coun.  SMITH — I  have  just  one  more  instance 
to  show  the  pressing  necessity  for  taking  this 
matter  up  at  once.  The  property  at  1511-1525 
Washington  street,  assessed  for  $165,000,  I  will 
offer  for  sale  at  $135,000.  That  closes  my  remarks, 
and  I  hope  that  the  Council  will  take  this  order  up 
at  once,  instead  of  referring. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  will  detain 
the  Council  but  a  minute  or  tn;o,  reiterating  what 
I  ha\'e  stated  on  previous  occasions,  that  the  mem- 
ber on  my  left  is  dealing  with  misstatements  of  fact. 
I  do  not  mean  by  that  that  he  is  intentionally 
making  misstatements.  Nevertheless,  I  think  we 
are  all  convinced,  having  heard  the  assessors, 
through  their  representatives,  for  the  past  four  or 
five  weeks,  that  there  has  been  nothing  but  a  series 
of  misstatements.  As  I  understand  it,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  report  of  the  meetings  which  we  have 
held,  in  which  these  matters  have  been  threshed 
out,  is  to  be  printed  as  a  public  document.  The 
stenographer  is  to  transcribe  his  notes  and  the 
entire  proceedings  are  to  be  printed.  I  only  want 
to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  assessors,  th.at  before  any 
suggestions  are  made  which  woujd  indicate  that 
these  statements  which  have  been  made  here  this 
afternoon  are  to  be  taken  as  conclusions,  people 
who  are  interested  in  the  subject  should  read  the 
evidence,  read  the  report  which  is  to  be  printed. 
If  that  will  not  prove  to  be  a  complete  and  in  every 
respect  final  answ-cr  to  these  insinuations,  I  do  not 
know  what  would  be  considered  a  complete  and 
final  aifswcr.  Therefore,  I  merely  suggest,  in 
response  to  what  has  just  been  said  here,  that 
those  interested  will  take  the  time  to  read  the 
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evidence  that  has  been  presented  before  our  com- 
mittee by  Mr.  Folsom,  the  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
that  I  will  say  that  I  have  made  no  insinuations. 
I  have  simply  quoted  assessed  values  and  selling 
prices.  I  trust  that  the  report  will  be  read,  but 
I  also  trust  that  the  Council  will  be  broad-minded 
enough  to  hear  both  sides  of  the  case;  that,  having 
heard  the  assessors  in  defence  .of  their  figures,  they 
will  now  hear  the  owners  of  property  presenting 
their  side  of  the  case,  because  on  other  public 
questions  here  we  have  heard  not  merely  one  party 
but  every  party  interested  on  both  sides.  Mr. 
Folsom's  statements  are  not  conclusive,  but  simply 
■represent  his  side  of  the  case  as  a  prejudiced  party. 
I  am  not  making  insinuations  here,  but  am  simply 
stating    these    facts.     After    Mr.    Folsom    is    all 


through— and  I  don't  know  when  that  will  be, 
unless  it  is  at  the  termination  of  my  term  of  office — 
I  trust  that  other  parties  will  be  heard.  I  will  say, 
by  the  way,  that  I  did  not  ask  Mr.  Folsom  to  take 
up  the  time 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
rise  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  not  a  quorum  present. 

President  ATTRIDGE  directed  the  Clerk  to  call 
the  roll,  and  it  appeared  that  but  four  members 
were  present. 

President  ATTRIDGE— But  four  members,  less 
than  a  quorum,  being  present,  the  Council  stands 
adjourned  to  Monday,  January  27,  at  3  p.  m. 


Adjourned  at  7.20  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council, 


Monday,  January  27,  1913. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President   ATTRIDGE   in   the   chair.      Absent— 
Coun.  Coulthurst. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  law  (the 
Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

One  grand  juror,  Superior  Criminal  Court,  to 
appear  February  3,  1913: 

George  E.  Ficken,  Ward  24. 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  February  5,  1913: 

Charles  J.  Prevon,  Ward  10;  Samuel  G.  Wood, 
Ward  24;  John  H.  McDonough,  Ward  19;  Charles 
E.  Lamb,  Ward  23;  Patrick  J.  Mansfield,  Ward  16; 
John  Fee,  Ward  23;  Robert  F.  Reddy,  Ward  14; 
Edwin  I.  Warshauer,  Ward  23;  John  L.  Grant, 
Ward  9;  Peter  C.  Carey,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Samuel  S. 
Reinstein,  Ward  20;  William  G.  CoUyer,  Ward  2; 
Morris  Spack,  Ward  9;  John  Joseph  Finley,  Ward 
2;  Julius  T.  Sivart,  Ward  12;  John  F.  Hargraves, 
Ward  23;  Fred  I.  Otis,  Ward  17;  Franklin  C.  Deer- 
ing.  Ward  10;  Bernard  Rooney,  Ward  5;  Edward 
J.  Harvey,  Ward  2.5;  Theodore  L.  Kelly,  Jr., 
Ward  14;  George  M.  Wilder,  Ward  20;  James 
Knott,  Ward  15;  Edward  M.  Bayer,  Ward  21; 
John  W.  Keating,  Ward  1;  Ralph  W.  Bergengren, 
Ward  11;  Timothy  J.  Collins,  Ward  14;  Otto  Carl 
Sehoen,  Ward  22;  Arthur  E.  Turner,  Ward  19; 
William  F.  E.  Donahue,  Ward  15;  Isaac  J.  Selig, 
Ward  10;  Thomas  McLaughlin,  Ward  22;  David 
J.  Mahigan,  Ward  15;  Peter  F.  Carr,  Ward  2; 
James  Hanrihan,  Ward  21;  Roscoe  B.  Davis, 
Ward  21;  Martin  J.  Lowney,  Ward  18;  Harold  H. 
Martin,  Ward  24;  John  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  20; 
Lawrence  J.  Ripley,  Ward  24;  John  R.  Goldie, 
Ward  18. 

Forty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  February  3,  1913: 

George  A.  Osgood,  Ward  12;  Christian  Nielsen, 
Ward  23;  David  Coleman,  Ward  19;  Edward  J. 
Murphy,  Ward  15;  Lawrence  J.  Kiernan,  Ward  6; 
John  W.  Dahl,  Ward  20;  John  J.  Liston,  Ward  20; 
Everett  D.  Nickerson,  Ward  5;  William  Collins, 
Ward  12;  Earned  Segal,  Ward  2;  Peter  Haglund, 
Ward  IG;  William  J.  Dolan,  Ward  21;  Henry  W. 
Miller,  Ward  26;    William  King,  Ward  12;    James 

E.  Lubv,  Ward  16;  Henry  A.  Littlefield,  Ward  20; 
Ernest  M.  Skinner,  Ward  20;  William  H.  Prescott, 
Ward  22;  James  H.  Cross,  Ward  25;  Michael  P. 
Saunders,  Ward  13;  Clarence  A.  Lishman,  Ward 
26;  William  P.  Gradv,  Ward  17;  Charles  J.  Fay, 
Ward  21;  Joseph  L.  Rankin,  Ward  20;  Henry  V. 
Bertsch,  Ward  23;  John  J.  Maguire,  Ward  2; 
John  J.  Gahan,  Ward  4;  Henry  C.  Benchley, 
Ward  20;   Thomas  D.  Sullivan,  Ward  18;   William 

F.  Mcintosh,  Ward  5;  Martin  R.  Kirby,  Ward  24; 
John  J.  Healy,  Ward  3;  Thomas  J.  Darcv,  Ward 
21;  Edward  F.  Brennan,  Ward  20;  William  P. 
Kingston,  Ward  19;  Louis  Stoffel,  Ward  22; 
William  H.  Maxwell,  Ward  1;  Frank  B.  Holmes, 
Ward  12;  Cornelius  Sullivan,  Ward~25;  Francis 
D.  Seymour,  Ward  12;  Stephen  J.  Collins,  Ward  20. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
First  Session,  to  appear  February  17,  1913: 

Henry  E.  Falvey,  Ward  14;  Frank  H.  Webber, 
Ward  1;  Frank  E.  Fowler,  Ward  16;  Joseph  M. 
Herman,  Ward  11;  Emil  Heinser,  Ward  23;  Fred- 
erick W.  Hancock,  Ward  18;  John  J.  Sweeney, 
Ward  9;  James  H.  Marshall,  Ward  18;  Charles  B. 
Holmes,  Ward  18;  Timothy  Harrington,  Ward 
13;  Alfred  N.  Hauver,  Ward  20;  William  H. 
Littleton,  Ward  14;  James  Gilmartin,  Ward  10; 
Arthur   S.   Griffin,   Ward   22;  Arthur   H.    Farrell, 


Ward  24;  William  H.  Libby,  Ward  21;  WiUiam 
R.  Morrison,  Ward  8;  Samuel  Naigles,  Ward  13; 
Aaron  YafTe,  Ward  9;  Alfred  F.  Horwitz,  Ward  9; 
Michael  P.  Ahern,  Ward  14;  Charles  H.  Schira, 
Ward  22;  William  H.  Carroll,  Ward  15;  John  F. 
Morrissey,  Ward  19;  Thomas  J.  F.  Doyle,  Ward 
19;  Herman  D.  Skinner,  Ward  23;  Martin  F. 
Garraghan,  Ward  20;  Samuel  Palais,  Ward  10; 
John  L.  Hayes,  Ward  26;  Willard  P.  Pierce, 
Ward  3;  Henry  F.  Jackson,  Ward  12;  John  B.  A. 
Regnier,  Ward  24;  George  E.  Stead,  Ward  24; 
Clarence  M.  Conklin,  Ward  23;  Frederick  S. 
Sullivan,  Ward  26;  Patrick  J.  O'Brien,  Ward 
14;  Lawrence  H.  Logan,  Ward  19;  Paul  W. 
Mayer,  Ward  22;  John  A.  MoUoy,  Ward  1;  Alman 
L.  Foss,  Ward  14. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  to  appear  February  17,  1913: 

Charles  Sniitherman,  Ward  13;  Gustave  A. 
Gabrielson,  Ward  23;  Richard  E.  Harris,  Ward  19; 
Albert  R.  Gokey,  Ward  25;  Robert  P.  Bellows, 
Ward  11;  Henry  C.  Grant,  Ward  10;  Frank  A. 
Burke,  Ward  19;  JuUus  L.  Margott,  Ward  14; 
Harry  M.  Holmes,  Ward  24;  Richard  A.  Mehegan, 
Ward  4;  Patrick  H.  Gallagher,  Ward  17;  Albert 
L.  Knowlton,  Ward  1;  Thomas  J.  McVey,  Ward 
25;  Robert  A.  Manning,  Ward  13;  Eugene  N. 
Kenney,  Ward  21;  Timothy  J.  Shea,  Ward  19; 
Melvin  H.  Prior,  Ward  20;  John  Gorman,  Ward  22; 
James  F.  Lucas,  Jr.,  Ward  10;  Frederick  Freeman, 
Ward  25;  Matthew  J.  O'Hara,  Ward  16;  James 
M.  Cummings,  Ward  16;  Francis  L.  Daly,  Ward 
21 ;  Robert  Shawno,  Ward  8;  John  P.  Morgan,  Ward 
20;  William  H.  O'Neil,  Ward  5;  Michael  J.  Gates, 
Ward  23;  Herbert  A.  Holder,  Ward  21;  Daniel  W. 
McCormick,  Ward  10;  Benjamin  Joy,  Ward  11; 
Alexander  S.  Porter,  Jr.,  Ward  11;  Simon  Reed, 
Ward  8;  John  J.  Hogan,  Ward  14;  Albert  Jones, 
Ward  14;  Elwyn  C.  Betterlev,  Ward  16;  Edward 
F.  Macy,  Ward  11;  Alfred  S.  Conant,  Ward  24; 
John  J.  McGuire,  Ward  2;  James  Shanlev,  Ward 
25;  Charies  W.  McCarty,  Ward  14. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  February  17,  1913: 

James  H.  Swales,  Ward  11;  Samuel  Schwabe, 
Ward  9;  George  T.  Latimer,  Ward  4;  WiUiam  M. 
Torrey,  Ward  16;  Hugh  Montague,  Ward  10; 
Joseph  E.  Rowen,  Ward  23;  William  E.  Cunning- 
ham, Ward  10;  Gilbert  M.  Stalker,  Ward  1; 
Charles  H.  Nye,  Ward  21;  Barnard  Capen,  Ward 
15;  FredR.  Callaway,  Ward  12;  Frank  F.  Loeffler, 
Ward  16;  Francis  W.  Doane,  Ward  1;  William  B. 
Coleman,  Ward  20;  Edward  H.  Studley,  Ward  20; 
Albert  E.  Keeler,  Ward  16;  William  Luxton,  Ward 
23;  Thomas  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  14;  Edward  Pelham 
Dodd,  Ward  10;  John  Finn,  Ward  3;  Michael 
Russell,  Ward  4;  Harry  H.  Hanson,  Ward  16; 
Joseph  P.  Meehan,  Ward  24;  John  J.  Hamilton, 
Ward  15;  William  R.  Eliot,  Ward  10;  Herman 
Krause,  Ward  13;  Angus  McDonald,  Ward  12; 
Thomas  F.  Molloy,  Ward  15;  Jeremiah  J.  Coffey, 
Ward  24;  George  G.  Bampton,  Ward  21;  Walter 
C.  Bird,  Ward  20;  Gustav  Isaacs,  Ward  25;  J.  Frank 
O'Hare,  Ward  14;  Arthur  S.  Barnard,  Ward  25; 
Thomas  D.  Tobin,  Ward  26;  Thomas  F.  P.  Bates, 
Ward  20;  Henry  R.  Walmsley,  Ward  24;  John 
J.  Laffey,  Ward  19;  George  A.  Nye,  Ward  21; 
Abraham  Guggenheim,  Ward  21. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  to  appear  February  17,  1913: 

William  A.  Kelly,  Ward  li;  Frank  L.  Wheeler, 
Ward  25;  Francis  Phillips,  Ward  11;  George  W. 
Merrill,  Ward  19;  Harry  C.  Smith,  Ward  10;  John 
Q.  Ewell,  Ward  20;  William  J.  Hart,  Ward  8;  John 

B.  Mackay,  Ward  7;  George  J.  Wall,  Ward  20; 
James  H.  Clapp,  Ward  16;  Alva  R.  Butler,  Ward 
18;  Robert  E.  Pugsley,  Ward  12;  John  M.  Blakeley, 
Ward  25;  Charies  E.  Dolbeare,  Ward  16;  Max 
Taub,  Ward  20;  John  J.  Hartigan,  Ward  20;  John 
O'Connor,  Ward  22;  Stephen  Shaughnessy,  Ward 
17;  Patrick  J.  Burns,  Ward  18;  Joseph  G.  Allen, 
Ward  20;  Morris  Segal,  Ward  10;  Charies  H. 
Salmon,  Ward  25;  Frtlnceseo  Velardo,  Ward  2; 
Lester  P.  Whidden,  Ward  25;  John  M.  Tuttle,  Jr., 
Ward  24;  Charles  H.  Burgess,  Ward  23;  Charles  F. 
Hunt,  Ward  25;  Frank  R.  Twiss,  Ward  14;  William 

C.  Cloveney,  Ward  25;  Charles  C.  Fearing,  Ward 
10;  Parker  A.  Leggett,  Ward  8;  George  R.  J. 
Henry,  Ward  17;  Reuben  Shulman,  Ward  7;  Fred 
Gruring,  Ward  10;  Thomas  F.  Lane,  Ward  1;  John 
J.  Campbell,  Ward  16;  Patrick  McNamara,  Ward 
25;  John  W.  Dugan,  Ward  17;  Stephen  J.  Cronan, 
Ward  4;  John  Woods,  Ward  13. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  Second  Division,  to  appear  Feb- 
ruary 17: 

James  A.  Brown,  "Ward  25;  John  T.  Murray, 
Ward  26;  Thomas  C.  Murphy,  Ward  21;  Edward 
L.  White,  Ward  21;  Walter  M.  Whittemore,  Ward 
23;  Robert  W.  Wallace,  Ward  14;  George  H. 
Marshall,  Ward  22;  Frank  B.  Kellv,  Ward  22; 
George  H.  Murray,  Ward  16;  Charles  H.  Calnan, 
Ward  13;  Charles  P.  Reardon,  Ward  11;  John  J. 
Burke,  Ward  26;  Frank  G.  Dickey,  Ward  5;  John 
J.  Burke,  Ward  20;  Frank  J.  O'Toole,  Ward  18; 
Bartholomew  J.  Ljtich,  Ward  19;  Robert  L.  Bar- 
rett, Ward  21;  Joe  Seskin,  Ward  8;  Patrick  J. 
Kelley,  Ward  5;  Abe  Altshuler,  Ward  9;  Herbert 
H.  Huke,  Ward  12;  John  H.  Drury,  Ward  15; 
Frank  T.  Kadlee,  Ward  9;  William  G.  Van  Horn, 
Ward  9;  Francis  J.  Roche,  Ward  16;  George  J. 
Porter,.  Ward  20;  Anthony  Toland,  Ward  6;  Ab- 
brose  Claus,  Ward  19;  Bernard  J.  Ward,  Ward  18; 
James  S.  Gilpatrick,  Ward  19;  Francis  D.  Noonan, 
Ward  23;  Charles  H.  Grant,  Ward  12;  John  F. 
Allen,  Ward  24;  Isidor  J.  Ochs,  Ward  24;  WiUiam 
H.  Fischer,  Ward  16;  Albert  W.  Patten,  Ward  4; 
Thomas  HoUoran,  Ward  7;  Joseph  Goldinger, 
Ward  1;  Samuel  Jacobs,  Ward  15;  Alexander  W. 
Wood,  Ward  10. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  February  17,  1913: 

Walter  P.  Tumelty,  Ward  7;  Stephan  Boylan, 
Ward  26;  Frederic  Hamilton,  Ward  13;  Joseph  E. 
D.  Silver,  Ward  21;  Marcus  Goldstein,  Ward  8; 
Charles  L.  Proctor,  Ward  20;  Albert  H.  Marshall, 
Ward  17;  Frederick  F.  Ryan,  Ward  4;  Philip 
Hale,  Ward  11;  Charles  W.  Yauch,  Ward  25; 
James  J.  Nolan,  Ward  20;  William  A.  Chase, 
Ward  21;  Thomas  P.  Kennedy,  Ward  12;  Patrick 
J.  Ryan,  Ward  19;  Samuel  W.  K.  Brooks,  Ward  1; 
Oliver  S.  Johnson,  Ward  23;  Frederick  R.  Bolster, 
Ward  20;  Benjamin  C.  Clark,  Ward  19;  John  J. 
Buckley,  Ward  5;  Abraham  Bieringer,  Ward  21; 
George  E.  White,  Ward  15;  Joseph  V.  McGuire, 
Ward  15;  WilUam  B.  McCarthy,  Ward  14;  John 
A.  Carr,  Ward  23;  John  A.  Harris,  Ward  26: 
Moses  R.  Hodgkins,  Ward  20;  Philip  A.  Carroll, 
Ward  24;  Jacob  Goldstein,  Ward  8;  Oilman  S. 
Josselyn,  Ward  11;  Charles  Mortali,  Ward  6; 
Merton  B.  Story,  Ward  22;  William  R.  Leonard, 
Ward  23;  John  R.  McDonald,  Ward  15;  Frank 
Margraf,  Ward  17;  Michael  S.  Gibbons,  Ward  3; 
George  W.  Carnes,  Ward  12;  Peter  F.  Towle, 
Ward  26;  Francis  A.  Dunn,  Ward  17;  Alexander 
Peters,  Ward  17;  Benjamin  F.  Andrew,    Ward   9. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  to  appear  February  17,  1913: 

Peter  F.  Kellv,  Ward  3;  James  F,  O'Byrne,  Ward 
20;  Hervev  C.  Brown,  Ward  23;  Chester  R.  Baker, 
Ward  8;  John  J.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  14;  Fred  H. 
Oetchell,  Ward  22;  James  F.  Roche,  Ward  9; 
Francis  A.  Mahan,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Frank  S.  Deland, 
Ward  22;  Allan  Campbell,  Ward  15:  Patrick  H. 
Neeson,  Ward  17;  Albert  B.  Root,  Ward  23; 
Alfred  J.  Anderson,  Ward  17;  Frank  B.  Dowst, 
Ward  23;  Robert  C.  Dean,  Ward  3;  Martin  R. 
Fahertv,  Ward  26;  Daley  Williams,  Ward  3;  David 
Watt,  Ward  12;  John  G.  Lawson,  Ward  22;  .John 
D.  Barry,  Ward  14;  Harry  D.  Stebbins,  Ward  23; 
George  A.  McPherson,  Ward  15;  H.  Wintield 
Billings,  Ward  10;  George  H.  Lucas,  Ward  14; 
Fred  A.  King,  Ward  16;  Cesare  A.  Melchionna, 
Ward  6;  Edward  L  White,  Ward  11;  Archibald 
Mclnnes.  Jr..  Ward  f;  Francis  C.  Merkle,  Ward  19; 
Charles  Higgins,  Ward  9;  James  A.  Hawkes,  Ward 
24;  Richard  H.  Coleman,  Ward  20;  Patrick  Sullivan 
Ward  18;  Louis  Leviseur,  Ward  11;  Jacob  Levine, 
Ward  6. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  to  appear  Februarj'  17,  1913: 

Edward  Goodrich,  Ward  10;  Patrick  J.  Anglin, 
Ward  8;  Cornelius  J.  O'Leary,  Ward  15;  Augus- 
tine A.  Donovan,  Ward  20;  Joseph  J.  Rilev, 
Ward  16;  James  J.  DriscoU,  Ward  22;  Timothy 
Cleary,  Ward  26;  Alfred  Fletcher,  Ward  25; 
Patrick  Murray,  Ward  23;  Daniel  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward  13;  James  H.  Campbell,  Ward  10;  Obadiah 
R.  Shaw,  Ward  25;  Alphonso  D.  Onthank,  Ward 
1;  Joseph  D.  Wall,  Ward  26;  Charles  A.  Con- 
niclc,  Ward  26;  Conrad  Sorenson,  Ward  19; 
Harry  B.  White,  Ward  20;  Arthur  Helliwell, 
Ward  21;  Herbert  R.  Coe,  Ward  23;  William  S. 
Cole,  Ward  21;  Edward  J.  Kelley,  Ward  22; 
Robert  A.  Todd,  Ward  24;  Jeremiah  McCarthy, 
Ward    13;  Anders    Sjoberg,    Wjird    24;  Tancredi 


Ferretti,  Ward  6;  Henrv  F.  Kiley,  Ward  3; 
Fehx  A.  McGuire,  Ward  19;  Frank  T.  Chase, 
Ward-1;  Martin  A.  Jordan,  Ward  26;  Theodore 
Barnes,  Ward  23;  Henrv  Cahill,  Ward  5;  Joseph 
H.  Stansfield,  Ward  23;  James  J.  Sheridan,  Ward 
21;  Frank  Meredith,  Ward  21;  William  J.  Fin- 
negan,  Ward  9. 


VACUUM   SYSTEM,    CONSUMPTIVES' 
HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  27,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

On  May  13,  1912,  I  recommended  to  your 
honorable  body  the  passage  of  a  loan  order  amount- 
ing to  $10,000  foT  Mattapan  Hospital,  Vacuum 
Cleaning  System  and  Boiler.  This  order  was 
rejected  on  June  24,  1912. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Citj'  Auditor  that  there  is 
an  appropriation  of  $8,000  for  repayment  of  Colum- 
bia road  assessments  which  is  available  for  this 
purpose,  and  I  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order,  transferring  the  sum  of 
$7,000  from  the  appropriation  for  Columbia  Road 
Assessments,  Repayment  of,  to  an  appropriation 
for  Consumptives'  Hospital,  Vacuum  Cleaning 
System. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  pro-visions  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
herebj'  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  seven 
thousand  dollars  (37,000)  from  the  appropriation 
for  Columbia  Road  Assessments,  Repayment  of,  to 
an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trus- 
tees, for  Consumptives'  Hospital,  ^'acuum  Cleaning 
System. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


IMPROVEJIENT   OF   COPLEY   SQUARE. 
The  following  was  recei\''ed: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   January  27,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  communications  from 
the  executive  secretary  of  the  United  Improvement 
Association  and  the  secretary  of  the  Forest  Hills 
Citizens'  Improvement  Association,  concerning  the 
Bourne  plan  for  the  improvement  of  Copley  square, 
requesting  that  a  hearing  be  granted  by  your 
honorable  body  upon  this  important  question. 
Respectfully, 
John  F.  FiTZGEK.iLD,  Mayor. 


Forest  Hills  Citizens' 
Improvement  Association, 

January  23,  1912. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

My  dear  Sir. — At  the  last  regular  meeting  of 
the  Forest  Hills  Citizens'  Association  it  was  voted 
that  this  association  go  on  record,  not  only  as 
opposed  to  the  plan  outlined  by  Mr.  Bourne  for 
the  improvement  of  Copley  square  but  also  as 
against  the  idea  in  general. 

The  plan  in  itself  is  defective,  for  the  turning  of 
cars  through  Dartmouth  street  into  Boylston 
street  will  create  a  congestion  which  in  later  years 
it  will  be  impossible  to  remedy. 

But  there  is  another  aspect  of  the  project  which 
is  of  far  more  importance.  Does  the  condition  of 
Copley  square  warrant  the  expenditure  of  such  an 
amount,  or,  for  that  matter,  any  amount  for  its 
improvement?  The  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  it 
does  not  and  that  it  would  be  an  idle  waste  of 
money  which  could  be  used  to  much  better 
advantage  in  other  directions. 

The  life  and  health  of  the  coming  generation  is 
of  far  more  importance  than  the  beautifying  of 
Copley  square.  If  the  money  required  to  carry 
through  this  project  could  be  devoted  toward 
providing  playgrounds  in  those  districts  where 
they  are  so  sadly  needed  it  would  be  much  toward 
conserving  the  health  and  happiness  of  a  large 
number  of  our  people. 

I  might  also  suggest  that  this  money  could  be 
used  to  greater  advantage  if  it  were  used  to  help 
defray   the   expenses   for   running   the    municipal 
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baths.  The  charges,  10  cents,  especially  for  chil- 
dren, are  exorbitant  and  are  responsible  for  the 
fact  that  these  institutions  are  used  to  only  a 
fractional  part  of  their  capacity. 

The  town  of  Brookline  has  one  of  the  best 
swimming  pools  in  the  country,  and  there  are 
certain  periods  during  every  day  when  the  children 
are  admitted  free.  If  Brookline  can  do  it,  why 
can't  Boston? 

Not  until  such  time  as  every  district  has  a  well 
equipped  playground,  and  not  until  the  municipal 
swimming  pools  are  run  so  that  they  are  within 
the  reach  of  all,  should  we  consider,  even  for  a 
moment,  the  improvement  of  Copley  square. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

Richard  Rowles, 

Secretary. 

United  Improvement  Association, 

Boston,  January  24,  1913. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  the  executive 
committee  to  state  that  this  association  would  like 
to  be  heard  upon  the  subject  of  the  Bourne  plan 
for  Copley  square  before  final  action  thereon  is 
taken. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Howard  Whitmohb, 
Executive  Secretary. 
8  Beacon  Street. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SWIMMING    POOL,  PARKER   HILL. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  24,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  transmit  a  communication  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
recommending  that  the  Parker  Hill  reservoir  be 
converted  into  a  swimming  pool.  The  chairman 
states  that  for  the  sum  of  $10,000  the  place  could 
be  made  temporarily  useful  and  for  either  $3.5,000 
or  $40,000  a  complete  concrete  swimming  pool 
could  be  constructed  either  at  the  bottom  or  top 
of  the  reservoir. 

The  use  of  the  Parker  Hill  reservoir  lot  has 
been  under  consideration  for  some  time  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  matter  should  receive  prompt 
action.  I  would  respectfully  request  that  your 
honorable  body  consider  the  situation  and  favor 
me  with  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  propo- 
sition advanced  by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

Department  of  Parks, 

January  20,  1913. 
Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Park  Commission  has  considered 
various  methods  of  utilizing  the  Parker  Hill  reser- 
voir lot.  The  filling  of  the  old  reservoir  with  the 
earth  from  the  embankments  to  make  a  level  park 
would  lower  the  level  so  that  visitors  could  not 
look  over  the  neighborhood  apartment  houses  and 
it  would  be  also  very  co,stly.  We  think  a  far  better 
use  can  be  made  of  the  reservoir  by  transforming 
it  into  a  good  swimming  pool  for  which  it  is  ad- 
mirably suited.  It  is  so  largo,  however,  that  tliis 
involves  a  considerable  expenditure. 

We  could  lay  a  wooden  platform  at  the  proper 
depth  at  the  water  surface  covering  one-half  of 
the  area  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  or  if  this  platform  were 
made  of  concrete  on  concrete  posts  it  would  cost 
$15,000.  The  objection  to  this  is  that  as  the 
reservoir  not  only  has  a  clay  floor  but  is  walled 
on  its  slopes  with  very  rough  stonework  that  could 
never  be  cleaned  and  we  believe  that  a  public 
bath  of  that  sort  should  be  frequently  cleaned; 
therefore  we  cannot  recommend  this  method.  We 
can,  however,  keep  the  level  of  the  water  in  the 
reservoir  at  a  lower  grade  and  cover  with  concrete 
the  floor  and  walls  of  the  reservoir  to  the  height 
of  this  lower  water  level  and  build  a  concrete  stair- 
way fifteen  feet  wide  down  to  the  water  level  at 
a  cost  of  about  $10,000.  This  is  what  we  should 
like  to  do,  but  if  this  were  done  we  should  still  be 
without   very    adequate   dressing    room    facilities. 


We  could  temporarily  use  the  caretaker's  house 
now  on  the  premises  for  this  purpose,  but  event- 
ually a  real  locker  building  costing  perhaps  $25,000 
would  be  necessary.  We  offer  you  these  sugges- 
tions from  which  it  would  appear  that  if  we  can 
have  $10,000  we  could  make  the  place  temporarily 
u.seful  and  if  we  could  have  $35,000  or  $40,000  we 
could  make  quite  a  complete  piece  of  work. 

Will  you  consider  the  matter  and  advance  it  if 
it  seems  to  you  as  desirable  as  it  does  to  us?  We 
attach  hereto  copy  of  Mr.  Putnam's  estimate  for 
the  work  described  in  this  letter. 

Yours  truly, 
Robert  S.  Peabody,  Chairman. 

January  17,  1913. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Shea, 

Superintendent: 

Dear  .Sir, — A  concrete  swimming  pool  at  the 
bottom  of  Parker  ,  Hill  reservoir,  covering  the 
whole  floor  of  the  reservoir,  and  including  a  con- 
crete stairway  fifteen  feet  wide,  will  cost  about 
$10,000. 

To  make  a  swimming  pool  at  the  top  of  the 
reservoir,  and  covering  one-half  of  the  area  by 
laying  a  wooden  platform  at  the  proper  depth 
below  the  surface,  will  cost  about  $4,000  and  a 
concrete  platform  in.stead  of  wooden  will  cost  about 
$15,000. 

The  bath  house  suggested  by  Mr.  .Shurtleff  will 
cost  about  $25,000,  so  that  the  estimates  for  these 
improvements,  including  bath  house,  would  be 
as  follows: 

Concrete  swimming  pool  at  bottom  of 

reservoir . : $35,000  00 

Swimming  pool  with  wood  floor  at  top 
of  reservoir  and  covering  one-half  of 
area 29,000  00 

Concrete  swimming  pool  at  top  of  reser- 
voir and  Covering  one-half  of  area .  .  .    40,000  00 
Yours  respectfully, 
C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 
Includes  no  grading  or  planting. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Denis  Desmond,  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in 
a  fire  in  the  Public  Works  Department  yard. 

James  McKenney,  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost 
in  a  fire  in  the  Public  Works  Department  yard. 

Michael  Tighe,  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  a 
fire  in  the  Public  Works  Department  yard. 

Frank  Burns,  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  in  the 
Public  Works  Department  yard. 

William  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for 
clothing  lost  at  fire  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment yard. 

Israel  Bello,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
wagon  by  its  being  run  into  by  a  city  team. 

Michael  Prior,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  while  destroying  gypsy  and  brown-tail 
moths. 

Executive. 

Iver  Johnson  Sporting  Goods  Company,  to  sell, 
rent  or  lease  firearms  at  155  Washington  street, 
Ward  6 — that  a  permit  be  granted. 

S.  A.  Crowell,  for  children  to  appear  at  Stoughton 
Street  Baptist  Church  on  the  evening  of  February 
5,  1913. 

Bernadette  Masterson,  for  children  to  appear  at 
St.  Rose  Hall  on  the  evening  of  January  31. 

D.  M.  Staley,  president,  for  children  to  appear 
at  the  Union  Hall  on  evening  of  January  31. 

Martin  Hays,  to  postpone  action  on  recom- 
mendation to  transfer  $23,000,  previously  appro- 
priated for  purchase  of  land  on  Everett  street, 
Brighton,  requesting  hearing  for  remonstrants  on 
said  transfer. 

The  Women's  Municipal  League  of  Boston, 
Josephine  R.  Harrington,  chairman,  that  the 
appropriation  for  $23,000  for  purchase  of  land  in 
Brighton  as  a  site  for  a  high  temperature  incinerator 
be  not  transferred  for  other  use. 

Finance. 
Communication     from     F.     F.     Blanchard,     in 
opposition   to   proposed   improvement   of   Copley 
square. 
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street  Commissioners. 
Louis  H.  Bonelli,  Jr.,  et  ah,  for  the  acceptance 
of    Glenville    avenue,    Allston,    between    AUston 
square  and  Long  avenue. 


COAL  AND   COKE   LICENSES. 

A  list  of  coal  and  coke  licenses  granted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


MARRYING   JUSTICES. 

A  list   of  Justices   of   the   Peace   authorized   to 
marry  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  statement  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  persons  had  been  employed  in  his 
ofiSce  from  December  16,  1912,  to  January  20, 
1913,  and  that  work  had  been  performed  to  the 
amount  of  $4,144.40. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


SALARY   OF   PROBATION   OFFICER. 
The  following  was  received: 

Municipal  Court 
of  the  Dorchester  District, 

January  23,  1913. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston : 
Subject  to  your  approval,  I  hereby  determine  the 
salary  of  the  Probation  Officer  of  the  above  court, 
Alvin  J.  Phillips,  $1,600  per  year,  commencing 
February  1,  1913. 

J.  R.  Churchill, 
Justice  of  said  Court. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


RECOMMENDATIONS   CONCERNING 
DEER   ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

Massachusetts  Prison  Reform  League. 
Resolutions    adopted    at    a    meeting    held    on 
January  10,  1913,  at  476  Beacon  street,  with  in- 
structions that  copies  of  the  same  be  forwarded 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  the  Massachusetts  Prison  Re- 
form League  approves  and  indorses  the  following 
recommendations  contained  in  the  reports  of 
1911  and  1912  of  the  Commissioner  of  Penal 
Institutions  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  the    Mayor: 

I.  That  a  larger  proportion  of  the  prisoners  at 
Deer  Island  shall  continue  to  be  employed  in 
occupations  on  the  farm  and  in  the  open  air, 
especially  in  the  cases  of  men  convicted  of  drunk- 
enness only. 

It  is  believed  that  advanced  methods  of  reform 
are  to  come  from  a  more  extended  open  air  treat- 
ment of  criminals  generally  rather  than  employing 
them  in  close  shops. 

II.  That  it  is  important  to  erect  buildings  or 
shelters  at  a  moderate  cost  and  without  the  usual 
precautions  of  iron  bars  and  cells,  for  the  housing 
of  prisoners  who  have  simply  offended  against 
public  order. 

III.  That  while  none  of  our  old  prisons  can  be 
made  perfect,  changes  and  reconstruction  are 
necessary  in  order  to  afford  a  better  opportunity 
for  the  classification  and  segregation  of  prisoners 
of  different  grades.  Cases  of  drunkenness,  especi- 
ally, should  not  be  brought  into  contact  with 
criminals  convicted  of  more  serious  offences. 

In  other  words,  in  all  prisons,  and  especially  at 
Deer  Island,  the  influences  surrounding  prisoners 
should  fit  them  rather  than  unfit  them  to"  be 
better  citizens  after  their  release. 

Habitual  drunkenness  should  be  treated  more  as 
a  disease  than  as  a  crime. 

The  establishment  of  an  institution  which  shall 
be  more  of  a  sanitarium  than  a  prison  is  recom- 
mended. 


IV.  It  is  further  recommended  that  in  speci- 
fied departments  of  the  House  of  Correction  men 
should  be  allowed  to  earn  at  least  fifty  cents  a  day. 
The  amount  thus  earned  should  be  given  the 
prisoner  on  his  dismissal,  and  he  should  be 
watched  by  some  society  engaged  in  the  work  of 
seeking  employment  for  discharged  prisoners. 

y.  This  league  deplores  the  present  system  of 
letting  loose  upon  the  community  ex-convicts, 
often  of  a  dangerous  character,  without  some 
guaranty  of  their  being  provided  with  suitable 
means  of  self-support. 

And  resolved  also.  That  the  Massachusetts 
Prison  Reform  League  approves  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Finance  Commission  that  the  civil 
service  law,  now  in  operation  in  other  depart- 
ments, be  extended  to  the  House  of  Correction  at 
Deer  Island. 

By  the  Honorable  Secretary, 

Charles  Gibson. 
121  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  within 
schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the 
sums  set  against  their  respective  names,  as  their 
proportional  part  of  the  cost  of  constructing  side- 
walks with  granite  edgestones,  and  the  same  is 
ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given  to  the 
parties  aforesaid,  viz.: 

Brick  sidewalks,  both  sides  of  D  street,  between 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Old  Colony  avenue,  to  the 
amount  of  $1,463.15. 

Catherine  street,  between  Bourne  and  Florence 
streets.  Ward  23,  to  the  amount  of  $1,315.36. 

The  orders  were  passed. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  ATTRIDGE  submitted  reports  on 
petitions  for  minors'  licenses  for  eighty-two  news- 
boys, five  bootblacks  and  twelve  vendors — recom- 
mending that  the  same  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENT. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  1,  unfin- 
ished business,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  January  20,  1913,  of  Robert  Dennie,  John 
F.  Carroll  and  Henry  Rock,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal 
for  the  term  ending  April  30.  1913. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
—  Coun.  Collins  and  Kenny.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  cast  S,  3-eas  S,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


CLAIMS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  Nos.  2  and  3, 
special  assignments,  viz. : 

2.  Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Charles  E.  Wilbur  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  (.57.50)  in  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
fow-ls  killed  by  dogs  December  17,  1912,  said  sum 
to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

.  Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

3.  Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
George  H.  McCaft'rey  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
eight.v-three  dollars  and  thirt,\--five  cents  (S2S3.35) 
for  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  suit  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  a  police  officer,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  approporiation  for  Police  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CONTROL  OF  BUILDING  OPERATIONS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  moved  that  No.  4  be 
taken  from  the  table,  viz.: 

4.  An  Ordinance  Providing  for  More  Efficient 
Control  of  Building  Operations.  (See  printed 
copy.) 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 


JANUARY    27,    1913. 
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ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HALE,  for  Che  Committee  on  Ordiiiuiices, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  report  of  Connnlttee  on  Ordi- 
nances and  ordinance  (referred  February  If;) 
establishing  a  park  and  recreation  department — 
recommending  the  passage  of  said  ordinance  in 
the  following  new  draft: 

An  Ordinance   Establishing   a   I'ark    and    Recrea- 
tion   Department    and    Abolishing    the    Park 
Department,    the    Public    Grounds    Depart- 
ment,  the  Bath   Department  and  the   Music 
Department. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Bo.ston,  as 
follows: 
iSection   1.     The  Park  and   Recreation   Depart- 
ment, which  is  hereby  established,  shall  be  under 
the   charge  of   a   Board   of   Park   and   Recreation 
Conmiissioners  to  consist  of  three  members,   one 
of    whom    shall    be    a    landscape    engineer    or    an 
architect  of  not  less  than   five  years'   experience, 
familiar  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  designing, 
laying  out  and  maintaining  parks.     The  chairman 
shall  receive  a  salary  of  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  ($7,500)  per  annum,  and  shall  devote 
his  whole  time  to  the  work.     The  other  members 
shall  serve  without  pay. 

Sect.  2.  The  Mayor  shall  appoint  said  three 
commissioners  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  sections  nine  and  ten  of  chapter  four  hundred 
and  eighty-six  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1909,  and 
shall  designate  one  of  said  commissioners  as 
chairman.  The  first  appointments  shall  be  for 
terms  of  one,  two  and  three  years,  respectively, 
and  succeeding  appointments  shall  be  for  the 
term  of  three  years. 

Sect.  3.  The  said  board  shall  exercise  and  per- 
form all  the  duties  herein  enumerated,  and  all  other 
powers  a;id  duties  not  herein  specifically  enumer- 
ated which  are  required  by  existing  laws  and 
ordinances  to  be  exercised  and  performed  by  the 
Park  Commissioners,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Bath  and  Music 
Departments,  and  shall  be  deemed  to  act  as  and 
for  said  Park  Commissioners,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Grounds  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Bath 
and  Rlusic  Departments  under  existing  contracts 
and  in  the  completion  of  all  unfinished  public 
works,  acts  and  matters  relating  to  said  depart- 
ments. 

Sect.  4.  Said  board  shall  construct,  improve, 
equip,  supervise  and  regulate  the  use  of  all  parks, 
public  grounds,  playgrounds,  baths  and  bcadics 
that  have  heretofore  been  imder  the  charge  and 
control  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds  and  Trustees  of  the 
Bath  Department,  or  that  hereafter  ma.v  be  placed 
in  the  charge  of  the  department,  or  that  may  be 
taken  by  purchase  or  otherwise;  and  such  other 
parks,  playgrounds,  public  grounds,  ways,  or 
means  for  outdoor  recreation  as  may  be  placed 
in  the  charge  "of  the  department  by  the  city,  the 
Board  of  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners,  or  tlie 
l..egi.slature,  or  in  any  other  manner. 

Sect.  .5.  Said  board  shall  have  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  all  trees  belonging  to  the  cit.v; 
shall  trim  all  shade  trees  standing  in  the  street  so 
that  they  shall  not  interfere  with  pubhc  travel; 
shall  carry  out  all  orders  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners made  after  public  notice  and  iieariug  to 
remove  trees  standing  in  the  street;  shall  upon 
request  of  the  officer  having  charge  of  the  public 
lamps  trim  in  such  manner  as  said  officer  ma.y 
require  any  tree  which  interferes  with  the  proper 
lighting  of  a  street,  and  shall  cause  all  statutes  and 
ordinances  for  the  protection  of  trees,  shrubs  and 
flowers  in  the  public  grounds  and  streets  to  be 
strictly  observed,  and  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the 
officials  having  charge  of  shade  trees  within  the 
meaning  of  chapter  SO.'J  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1910. 
Sect.  6.  Said  board  .shall  construct,  improve, 
equip,  supervise  and  regulate  the  use  of  all  gym- 
nasia and  all  bath  hojises,  now  or  hereafter  provided 
by  the  city,  and  shall  construct  every  such  new 
bath  house,  gymnasium  or  means  for  public  recrea- 
tion for  which  an  appropriation  may  hereafter  be 
made. 

Sect.  7.  Said  board  shall  have  the  charge  and 
control  of  the  selection  of  public  music  to  be  given 
for  parades,  concerts,  publitt  celebrations  and  other 
purposes  under  appropriations  of  the  City  Council, 
shall  determine  the  parties  to  furnish  the  .same, 
make  the  contracts  and  expend  the  moneys  to  be 
paid  from  the  city  treasury  for  such  music,  and 
perform  all  other  duties  given  by  statute  or  ordi- 
nance to  the  former  Board  of  Music  Trustees. 


Sect.  8.  The  rules  and  regulations  heretofore 
adopted  by  the  Park  Commis.sion  for  the  use  and 
government  of  the  parks,  parkways,  playgrounds 
and  streets  formerly  under  its  charge  shall  con- 
titme  in  force  until  changed  by  said  board,  with 
the  approval  of  the  City  Council;  and  said  board, 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  may  estab- 
lish from  time  to  time  regulations  for  the  use  and 
government  of  said  parks,  parkways,  playgrounds, 
streets,  buildings  and  all  premises  in  its  charge. 
Whoever  violates  any  such  regulation  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars 
for  eac'h  offence  and  not  only  the  person  actually 
doing  the  prohibited  thing  but  also  his  employer 
and  every  person  concerned  in  so  doing  shall  be 
punished  by  such  fine. 

Sect.  9.  The  board  shall  create  two  divisions 
of  said  department,  namely,  a  Park  Division  and 
a  Recreation  Division.  Each  division  shall  be  in 
charge  of  a  deputy  commissioner  who  shall  devote 
his  whole  time  to  the  work  and  who  shall  receive 
an  annual  salary  of  not  more  than  four  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars  (.$4,200).  Said  board  shall 
appoint  a  secretary,  the  deputy  commissioners, 
engineers,  phy.sicians,  subordinates  and  employees 
and  define  their  powers  and  duties  and  fix  the 
amount  of  their  compensation. 

Sect.  10.  Chapter  seven,  chapter  twenty-six, 
c;hapter  twenty-eight,  and  chapter  thirty-three  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1898  and  all  ordinances 
and  parts  of  ordinances  inconsistent  herewith  are 
hereby  repealed. 

iSect.  11.  Section  five  of  chapter  three  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1898  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  the  following  words:  "the  superin- 
tendent of  public  grounds,  four  thousand  dollars," 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 
"chairman  of  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment, seventy-five  hundred  dollars." 

Sect.  12.  Sections  one  and  two  of  this  ordinance 
shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage,  and  all  other 
sections  shall  take  effect  upon  the  appointment  of 
said  commissioners  becoming  operative  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  section  ten  of  chapter 
four  hundred  and  eighty-six  of  the  Acts  of  the 
year  1909. 

Coun,  HALE — Mr.  President,  this  report  is  not 
in  the  exact  form  in  which  it  was  passed  by  the 
committee,  because  subsequently  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  Corporation  Counsel  Corbett  made 
three  or  four  perfecting  amendments.  I  believe 
he  has  .seen  all  the  members  of  the  Council  about  it, 
and  I  shall  not  go  into  details  unless  I  am  asked 
to  do  .so.     I  would  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

Report  accepted:  ordinance  passed,  yeas  8, 
nays  0. 

(2)  Reports  on  various  papers  —  that  the  same 
be  placed  on  file,  viz.: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  (referred 
1910)  on  ordinances  establishing  fees  for  permits. 

Ordinance  (referred  1911)  relative  to  fees  for 
permits  for  coal  holes,  etc. 

Message  of  Mayor  (referred  June  24)  vetoing 
ordinance  establishing  fees  for  permits. 

Message  of  Ma.vor  (referred  September  16)  rela- 
tive to  consolidation  of  Park  and  other  depart- 
ments. 

Conmiunication  from  Mt.  Hope  Citizens'  Asso- 
ciation (referred  May  6)  in  favor  of  consolidation 
of  Park  and  other  departments. 

Petition  of  Otto  C.  Scales  (referred  July  8)  for 
hearing  relative  to  proposed  consolidation  of 
departments. 

Petition  of  Arthur  P.  Teele  (referred  June  3)  for 
hearing  relative  to  consolidation  of  departments. 

Communication  from  United  Improvement 
Association  (referred  October  28)  concerning 
reason  for  delay  in  proposed  consolidation  of 
departments. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  papers  placed  on 
file. 


BOSTON    FIRE   LIMITS. 

Coun.  McDonald  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  State  Fire  Hazard  Commission,  having 
attended  to  its  duty,  respectfully  reports  that  a 
conference  was  held  on  January  17,  1913,  and 
after  consultation  the  committee  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  proposed  ordinance  extending 
the  fire  limits,  now  before  the  City  Council,  should 
be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council  pending 
action  b.v  the  Legislature  on  the  recommendations 
of  the  Fire  Hazard  Commission.  It  trusts  that  a 
commission  may  be  appointed  by  the  Governor 
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to  take  up  the  question  and  make  recommenda- 
tions to  the  various  cities  and  towns  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Your  committee  also  recommends  that  in  the 
event  of  the  adoption  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  Fire  Hazard  Com- 
mission that  a  committee  of  the  City  Council,  or 
the  entire  membership  thereof,  appear  before  the 
proper  body  and  ask  that  an  extension  of  the 
present  fire  limits  in  Boston  be  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered at  once,  in  order  to  secure  a  final  adjust- 
ment of  the  problem. 

For  the  Committee, 

Daniel  J.  McDonald. 

John  J.  Attridge. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  think  I  am  one 
of  the  three  on  this  special  committee,  and  as 
one  of  those  three  I  would  like  to  enter  a  negative 
on  this  report,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  seems 
to  me  we  ought  not  to  put  ourselves  in  the  position 
of  asking  the  state  to  act  on  this  subject  matter, 
and  then,  as  suppliants,  going  up  to  the  state  and 
asking  them  to  do  certain  things,  without  advanc- 
ing any  suggestions  as  the  result  of  our  own  investi- 
gation and  experience.  We,  as  representing  the 
biggest  city  in  the  state,  ought  to  suggest  to  the 
Fire  Hazard  Commission  something  constructive 
in  this  line,  instead  of  waiting  until  they  suggest 
a  law,  until  it  is  acted  on  by  the  Legislature,  and 
then  going  up  to  hearings  as  representing  the 
citizens  of  Boston.  I  think  it  is  a  reversal  of  the 
order  we  ought  to  follow. 

Coun.  McDonald — Mr.  President,  Coun. 
Attridge  and  myself,  the  other  two  members  of  the 
committee,  attended  this  conference  with  the  Fire 
Hazard  Commission,  and  it  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  members  of  that  commission  and 
of  the  two  members  of  the  Council  that  the  action 
we  are  reporting  in  favor  of  to-day  should  be  taken. 
Fire  Commissioner  Cole,  who  is  a  member  of  that 
commission,  stated  that  in  his  report  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  next  year  he  is  going  to  make 
some  recommendations  as  to  the  extension  of  the 
fire  limits.  He  says  that  the  recommendations 
now  before  the  City  Council  were  made  by  Ex- 
Commissioner  Daly;  that  he  did  not  favor  some 
sections,  but  that  he  would  like  to  have  some  say  as 
to  how  the  limits  should  be  extended.  The  Fire 
Hazard  Commission  have  made  an  extensive  report 
to  the  Legislature.  They  say  that  they  have  been 
sitting  for  eight  months,  that  they  have  listened  to 
statements  that  have  been  made  at  hearings  two 
or  three  times  a  week,  that  they  have  had  appear 
before  them  experts  from  all  over  the  country, 
as  well  as  experts  from  every  city  in  Massachu- 
setts, anybody  whom  they  could  get  before  them 
who  knew  anything  about  building,  fire  hazard  or 
fire  limits,  and  that  they  are  not  unanimous  in 
their  report,  are  no  more  unanimous  than  they 
were  eight  months  ago.  They  cannot  seem  to  get 
together;  they  don't  know  what  should  be  done  by 
the  City  Council.  If  they  do  not  know,  as  a  com- 
mittee of  this  Council  we  did  not  think  we  should 
act  hastily  in  the  matter.  We  think  it  is  a  large 
matter  and  that  we  should  take  time  before  coming 
to  a  conclusion  or  a  decision  to  extend  the  limits. 
The  principal  section  in  their  report  that  caused 
our  committee  to  make  this  report — which,  as 
I  say,  is  made  after  consultation  with  the  Fire 
Hazard  Commission,  is  section  17,  as  follows: 
"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commission  to  con- 
stantly study  fire  hazard  and  fire  prevention  and 
all  matters  relating  thereto,  to  hear  suggestions  and 
complaints  from  all  persons  and  from  all  cities 
and  towns  in  the  Metropolitan  District,  to  advise 
with  the  oSieers  of  such  cities  and  towns,  and  from 
time  to  time  make  suggestions  to  the  Legislature 
and  to  the  cities  and  towns  looking  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  laws,  ordinances  and  by-law's  relating 
to  fire  departments,  construction  of  buildings, 
building  or  fire  limits,  use  and  occupation  of 
buildings  and  other  premises,  safe-guarding  of 
existing  buildings,  fire  escapes  and  other  life- 
saving  devices,  segregation  and  Ucensing  of 
dangerous  trades  and  all  other  matters  relating  to 
fire  prevention  and  fire  hazard."  Our  committee 
has  had  the  matter  under  consideration  foi;-two 
years  already.  We  have  had  a  great  many  hearings 
but  after  having  them  it  has  seemed  that  we  got 
no  closer  together  than  we  were  before  the  hearings. 
The  Council  is  divided  on  the  proposition  as  to 
how  far  we  should  extend  the  limits.  Last  year  we 
had  a  compromise  report  that  we  presented  to  the 
City   Council.     We   thought   that   would   for   the 


time  being  satisfy  the  citizens  of  Boston,  but 
everybody  knows  on  the  last  day,  when  the  report 
was  made,  when  we  thought  it  was  unanimous, 
how  it  was  kicked  over.  We  haven't  done  any- 
thing this  year,  we  have  got  no  closer  together 
than  we  were  a  year  ago.  The  committee  feels 
that  this  is  the  best  method  to  adopt.  If  the 
Legislature  accepts  the  Fire  Hazard  Commission's 
report,  and  a  commission  is  established,  let  the 
committee  of  this  City  Council  or  the  entire 
City  Council  go  before  them  as  representing  the 
biggest  city  in  the  Commonwealth,  as  the  gentle- 
man has  already  said,  the  city  most  vitally  in- 
terested in  fire  limits  and  fire  hazards  and  tell 
them  that  we  think  they  should  immediately  take 
up  the  question  in  Boston.  After  they  have  had 
hearings,  after  they  have  given  to  the  subject 
more  time  than  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
give,  let  them  give  us  their  idea  as  to  how  far  we 
should  extend  our  fire  limits  at  the  present  time. 
We  can  then  probably  act  in  a  more  sane  manner. 
I  think  that  is  the  best  possible  thing  to  do,  to 
have  the  matter  sent  over  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  mp 
that  after  taking  this  matter  up  and  considering 
it  as  a  Council  for  nearly  two  years  we  ought  to 
offer  to  the  Fire  Hazard  Commission  some  definite 
opinion  from  the  City  of  Boston,  as  represented 
by  this  Council,  as  to  what  we  think  ought  to  be 
done  in  regard  to  the  Fire  Hazard.  1  think  nearly 
all  of  us  have  some  points  in  common.  We  nearly 
all  agree  on  the  distance  between  buildings,  per- 
haps, and  there  is  one  definite  recommendation 
that  we  might  make,  for  instance,  to  the  Fire 
Hazard  Commission.  But  to  take  this  purely 
negative  attitude,  to  wait  until  they  are  appointed 
and  then  to  wait  until  after  they  have  sent  in  their 
report,  and  then  to  ask  them  to  change  their 
report  in  certain  details,  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
wrong  procedure.  We  have  been  delegated  by  the 
citizens  to  come  here  and  deal  with  this  question, 
among  others.  We  have  had  two  years.  We  have 
been  out  with  the  Fire  Commissioner,  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  we  have  had  four  public 
hearings  to  my  knowledge,  and  perhaps  more,  and 
we  ought  because  of  all  this  work  to  have  arrived 
at  some  definite  conclusions.  I  should  like  to  see 
this  committee  of  ours  continue  its  work  to  a  later 
period,  if  necessary,  and  offer  something  definite  as 
Boston's  contribution  to  the  Fire  Hazard  Com- 
mission of  the  state. 

Coun.  McDonald— Mr.  Chairman,  that  is 
just  what  this  committee  is  trj-ing  to  do.  We  are 
too  late  now'  to  offer  any  suggestions  to  the  present 
Fire  Hazard  Commission.  Before  we  met  them 
they  had  made  their  report  to  the  Legislature. 
Their  report  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Fire  Hazard  Commission  bj-  the  state,  to  be  paid 
a  certain  sum  to  look  into  this  matter.  That  is  the 
procedure  that  we  want  to  see  taken.  We  are 
too  late  now  to  do  anything  with  the  present  Fire 
Hazard  Commission,  but  if  the  Legislature  accepts 
the  report  and  appoints  a  commission  to  look  into 
the  matter,  we  can  go  up  and  offer  an^•  suggestions 
that  we  have  to  offer  in  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  let  them  take  them  up.  Between  the  members 
of  this  City  Council  of  Boston  and  the  members 
of  the  Fire  Hazard  Commission  we  can  arrive  at 
some  conclusion  as  to  what  is  best  for  Boston.  That 
is  what  we  arc  trving  to  do. 

Coun.  .SMITH- Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  talk  to  no  purpose  here.  I  wonder  if  the  idea  is 
to  continue  this  committee  over  into  next  year  and 
to  have  the  committee  make  some  definite  sug- 
gestions to  this  body,  which  the  body  can  in  turn 
put  up  to  the  Fire  Hazard  Commission.  If  that 
is  the  purpose,  I  shall  be  glad  to  join  in  it. 

President  .\TTRIDGE— .411  committees  of  this 
City  Council  cease  with  the  end  of  this  year. 

Coun.  SMITH — But  couldn't  we  ask  this  com- 
mittee to  continue  into  next  vear? 

President  .\TTRIDGE— there  would  be  no 
authority  to  do  so.  .411  committees  of  next  year's 
City  Council  have  to  be  appointed  as  committees 
of  next  year's  City  Council,  under  the  rules. 

Coun.  SMITH — But  this  committee  could  have 
reported  asking  for  more  time. 

President  ATTRIDGE— It  could  not  go  over  to 
next  year.  It  would  have  to  report  to  this  body, 
by  which  it  was  appointed. 

The  report  was  accepted. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  reports  on  petitions — that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw,  viz.: 
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Charles  Ardilino  (referred  March  11),  injurie 
to  his  son  James  who  was  run  over  by  a  wagon 
of  the  Fire  Department. 

W.  F.  Arkinson  Company  (referred  April  16), 
to  be  repaid  $300  forfeited  on  account  of  refusal 
to  accept  contract. 

Sam  Beckerman  (referred  September  9),  for 
damage  to  horse  and  wagon  by  a  horse  and  wagon 
of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Annie  Bornstein  (referred  May  13),  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  the  highway  on  South 
Russell  street. 

Burleigh  &  Martin  (Inc.)  (referred  1911),  for 
damages  caused  by  cliangc  of  grade  at  200 
Berkeley  street. 

Josephine  Carty  (referred  September  30),  for 
injuries  received  at  the  Frothingham  School,  on 
account  of  a  broken  fence. 

Henry  Cavalicre  (referred  March  2.')),  for  in- 
juries caused  by  being  .struck  by  a  piece  of  gla.ss 
from  barrel  being  emptied  by  a  city  employee. 

Harold  J.  Cooley  et  nl.,  trustees  (referred  April 
1),  for  damage  to  wharf  property  at  310  Border 
street  by  Fireboat  47. 

John  Cronin,  trustee  (referred  July  23),  for 
damage  to  property  2-4  B  street  by  break  in  water 
pipe. 

The  Cundy-Betoney  Company  (referred  Febru- 
ary 16),  for  loss  cau.sed  by  the  failure  of  the  city 
to  inspect  electric  wires. 

Matthew  Dinsfriend  (referred  January  20),  for 
damage  to  wagon  on  East  Boston  North  Ferry. 

John  M.  Dor.sey  (referred  1911),  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  highway  corner  Ma.ssachu- 
setts  avenue  and  BoyLston  street. 

Margaret  M.  Downey  (referred  1911),  for  in- 
juries caused  by  her  being  knocked  down  by  an 
automobile  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Thomas  Fallon  (referred  April  22),  to  be  repaid 
$10  paid  by  him  for  thawing  out  of  service  pipe 
by  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Mrs.  Annie  Gannon  (referred  February  3),  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  highway 
at  16-18  Bowdoin  street.    ■ 

Horace  A.  Oyer  (referred  1911),  for  daniages 
caused  by  a  defective  drain  at  11  Sutton  street. 

Annie  Gin.sburg  (referred  1911),  to  be  paid  for 
plate  glass  window  broken  by  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Department  at  127  Chelsea  street.  East 
Boston. 

A.  J.  Goldberg  (referred  1911),  for  damages  at 
25-29  Lauriat  avenue  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Charles  Goldberg  (referred  1911),  for  damages 
at  25-27  Lauriat  avenue  by  defective  sewer. 

C.  Goldberg  (referred  19il),  for  damages  at  25- 
29  Lauriat  avenue  by  overflow  of  .sewer. 

George  O.  Grant  (referred  September  30),  for 
compensation  for  his  arrest  and  certain  other 
illegal  acts  by  the  Police  Department. 

James  Grealey  (referred  1904),  for  damage  to 
estate  111  Cambridge  street,  Charlestown,  by  its 
being  flooded  with  sewage. 

Frank  A.  Griflin,  trustee  (referred  1911),  for 
damages  at  20  Woodlawn  street  from  flooding  by 
surface  water. 

M.  H.  Gulesian  (referred  April  1),  for  damage 
at  235-243  Huntington  avenue  by  the  backing 
up  of  sewer. 

David  Gusenof  (referred  March  25),  for  damage 
caused  by  city  team  backing  into  store  window 
at  7  Grove  street.  Ward  11. 

Howard  Provision  Company  (referred  April  20), 
for  damage  at  141  Harvard  street  by  stoppage  of 
sewer. 

Hale  House  (referred  April  16),  to  be  paid  $7  for 
lost  barrels. 

Hattie  D.  F.  Haub  (referred  1911),  to  be  paid 
for  clothing  torn  on  a  receptacle  for  tools  in  Park- 
way on  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Laura  S.  Humphrey  (referred  1911),  for  hearing 
on  claim  on  account  of  accident  on  Dartmouth 
street. 

Francis  Hyneman  (referred  March  25),  for  dam- 
age at  704  Huntington  avenue  caused  by  blasting. 

S.  R.  -Johnson,  proprietor,  Johnson's  Creamery 
(referred  September  9),  for  hearing  on  claim  on 
account  of  accident  at  corner  Gaylord  street  and 
Washington   street,    Dorchester. 

Catherine  C.  Lapsley  (referred  May  6),  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  a  fall  into  cellar  at  corner  Harvard 
avenue  and  Cambridge  street,   Brighton. 

George  Lewis  (referred  May  27),  to  be  paid  for 
coat  torn  on  a  wire  fence  on  the  Common. 

A.  E.  Marcus  (referred  June  24),  for  damages 
caused  by  tipcart  at  3.58  Meridian  street. 

John  Mahoney  (referred  1911),  for  injuries 
received  at  Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge. 


Mary  McGovern  (referred  1910),  for  death  of 
her  husband  from  injuries  received  while  in 
employ  of  city. 

Walter  McNamara  (referred  January  29),  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  sidewalk  on  South 
street,  Roslindale. 

William  H.  McNamara  (referred  1911),  for 
damage  to  clothing  of  his  minor  son  Joseph  caused 
by  street  mud  and  oil. 

Kathryn  Mills  (referred  1911),  for  damage  to 
clothing  caused  by  mud  and  oil  splashed  by  city 
team. 

Helen  B.  and  Alice  C.  Murphy  (referred  January 
11),  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  sewer  entrance 
fee  at  111  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

John  Murphy  (referred  1910),  for  damage  to 
building  at  36  Seneca  street. 

Robert  G.  Nixon  (referred  1911),  for  injuries 
received  by  defect  iu  Chambers  street. 

Ella  O'Connell  (referred  1911),  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  street  mud  and  oil. 

Stephen  O'Hare  (referred  December  27),  for 
injuries  caused  by  being  run  into  by  Fire  Depart- 
ment automobile. 

Sheinwald  Shoe  Company  (referred  1911),  to  be 
refunded  amount  paid  for  permit  to  display  adver- 
tising devices. 

Benjamin  W.  Smith  (referred  1911),  for  injuries 
by  being  struck  by  a  baseball  bat  on  Marginal 
street. 

Mrs.  Ella  Solomon  (referred  1910),  for  injuries 
caused  by  excavation  in  street,  12  Morton  street. 

Toders  &  Solomont  (referred  1911),  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  ash  team. 

Harris  L.  Traiger  (referred  1911),  for  hearing  on 
account  of  accident  on  East  Boston  ferryboat. 

Gerald  J.  Savage  (referred  July  23),  for  damage 
to  automobile  caused  by  team  of  Public  Works 
Department. 

Batista  Uachia  (referred  February  16),  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  being  struck  while  lifting  barrel  of 
ashes  on  team. 

EUwood  W.  Ward  (referred  June  10),  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Dunboy  street,  Brighton. 

August  Wellings  (referred  1906),  for  damage  to 
estate  6  Hootcn  court.  East  Boston,  by  encroach- 
ment of  brick  wall  owned  by  city. 

Harry  B.  Whall  (referred  September  30),  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  Park  Department  truck. 

Elizabe>th  Wilcox  (referred  February  26),  for 
injuries  cau.sed  by  being  struck  by  a  hose  from 
Fort  Hill  square  engine  house. 

Accepted. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  14)  for  sale  of  land  in  East 
Ninth  street — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following; 

Ordered,  That  the  Bath  Trustees  be  authorized, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  sell  by 
private  sale,  public  auction  or  otherwise  a  parcel 
of  land  on  East  Ninth  street,  South  Boston, 
between  Dorchester  and  Mercer  streets,  now  in 
the  custody  of  the  .said  trustees,  containing  about 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  sciuare 
feet,  at  an  upset  price  of  not  less  than  four  thou- 
sand live  hundred  dollars  ($4,500),  and  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  be  applied  to  the  Sinking  Funds. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 
The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  January  20)  to  lease  lands  at  Canal, 
Causeway  and  Haverhill  streets  to  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted 
The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  November  4)  for  rebuild- 
ing of  bridge  of  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  at  .Southampton  street — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  i^assed. 


FUR.NISHING   OF   ELECTRICITY. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  offered    an  order— That   the 
Committee   on  Legislative   Matters   of   the  City 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Council  of  1913,  when  appointed,  be  requested  to 
appear  before  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Public 
Lighting  in  favor  of  an  "Act  Relative  to  the  Fur- 
nishing of  Electricity  for  Lighting  Public  Streets 
and  Buildings  by  Electric  Street  Railway  or 
Railroad  Companies." 

Coun.  BUCKLEY— Mr.  President,  I  have 
offered  this  order  in  connection  with  a  bill  intro- 
duced into  the  Legislature  by  the  new  member- 
elect  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  At  his  request 
I  offer  this  order  to-day.  It  is  simply  that  any 
electric  railway  operating  in, a  city  or  town  shall 
at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
a  city  or  of  the  selectmen  of  a  town  supply  to  each 
city  or  town  through  which  it  operates  electric 
current  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  its  streets  and 
public  buildings,  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Commissioners 
or  any  board  which  may  be  appointed  to  carry  on 
the  duties  that  that  board  is  now  performing.  It 
must  be  referred  after  it  passes  the  Legislature  to 
every  city  and  town  in  the  Commonwealth,  so 
there  is  a  referendum  attached  to  it.  I  think  if 
it  is  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  that  we 
can  act  upon  it  there. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY, 
that  when  it  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Saturday, 
February  1,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m. 


CIVIL    SERVICE,    DEER    ISLAND 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order—That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  of  the  City  Council 
of  1913  be  requested,  when  appointed,  to  appear 
before  the  Legislature  in  favor  of  a  bill,  now 
introduced,  placing  employees  at  Deer  Island 
under  civil  service.  House  Bill  No.  981. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  the  heading  of 
that  bill  is  "An  Act  to  Extend  the  Civil  Service 
Law  and  Rules  so  as  to  Apply  to  Positions  at  the 
House  of  Correction  of  the  Penal  Institutions 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston."  This  bill  has 
been  up  for  some  years,  as  the  Council  well  knows. 
It  has  been  favored  by  the  Finance  Commission 
from  the  very  start.  I  have  in  my  hand  their 
recommendation,  dated  1910.  I  also  have  quo- 
tations from  newspapers  purporting  to  come  from 
Chairman  Sullivan  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
one  of  them  as  follows:  "Every  person  appointed 
to  the  House  of  Correction  is  appointed  through 
political  influence.  Disorder  is  prevalent  because 
the  appointees  have  no  fear  for  the  master  in  the 
feeling  that  they  will  be  supported  by  a  'higher 
power.'  In  Suffolk  County  the  exclusion  of 
county  employees  from  civil  service  has  worked 
very  badly.  'The  adoption  of  this  bill  would  mean 
the  relieving  of  the  heads  of  the  departments  from 
political  pressure  and  then  they  would  be  free  to 
carry  on  their  work  as  it  should  be  done."  The 
date  of  that  newspaper  clipping  is  February  14, 
1912.  So  the  Finance  Commission  from  the  very 
beginning  and  up  to  the  present  time  has  always 
supported  this  measure.  I  have  further  newspaper 
clippings  purporting  to  give  details  of  occurrences 
at  Deer  Island  this  year,  all  of  which  I  will  not 
burden  the  Council  by  reading,  but  all  of  whicli 
tend  to  the  conclusion  that  the  employees  of  that 
department  should  be  put  under  civil  service. 
I  shall  only  detain  the  Council  on  this  matter  to 
read  one  further  quotation.  It  is  from  H.  S. 
Carruth,  formerly  Assistant  Penal  Commissioner. 
The  letter  is  dated  February  12,  1911,  and  is  as 
follows: 

Miss  MariaaC.  Nichols,  Secretary, 
31  Beacon  Street: 

Dear  Madam, — An  important  business  matter 
will  take  me  out  of  Boston  to-morrow  for  a  few 
days.  I  regret  this,  as  I  have  looked  forward  to 
hearing  Mr.  Sullivan,  than  whom  no  one  is  mor£ 
competent  to  speak  of  the  evils  of  the  "Spoils 
System"  as  at  present  existing  at  the  House  of 
Correction. 

For  eight  years  I  was  compelled  to  be  a  most 
unwilling  witness  of  the  harm  wrought  by  the 
appointment  of  men  to  positions  in  charge  of 
prisons,   whose  qualifications  were  political  only. 


and  not  in  any  sense  technical,  and  who  in  con- 
sequence took  but  little  interest  and  showed  less 
intelligence  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

If  the  main  object  of  a  term  in  prison  is  the 
reform  of  the  prisoner,  and  if  this  reformation  is  a 
matter  of  vital  concern  to  the  public  at  large,  then 
it  would  seem  to  follow  that  only  those  qualified 
by  ternperament,  character  and  experience,  duly 
ascertained  by  the  method  experience  has  shown 
to  be  wi.sest  and  best  (i.  e.,  examination  under 
civil  service  rules),  should  be  placed  in  the  trying 
and  arduous  position  of  an  officer  in  the  House  of 
Correction. 

I  am  in  most  hearty  accord  with  the  purpose  of 
your  meeting  and  again  express  my  regret  at  not 
being  able  to  be  present. 

Thanking  you  for  the  courtesy  of  the  invitation, 
I  remain. 

Very  truly  yours, 

H.   S.  Carkuth. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  unanimous  opinion 
from  the  Finance  Commission  and  from  a  former 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  should  have 
some  weight  with  us  in  passing  a  resolution  in 
favor  of  House  Bill  No.  981.  I  trust  that  this 
will  be  referred  to  the  next  city  government,  to 
be  taken  up  at  our  earliest  meeting. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TEAMING     NUISANCE,     MASSACHUSETTS 
HOMEOPATHIC   HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  HALE  submitted  the  following  letter: 
Massachusetts  Homeopathic  Hospital, 

Boston,  December  6,  1912. 
Mr.  Matthew  Hale, 

15  State  Street,  Boston: 

Dear  Mr.  Hale, — We  have  been  troubled  for  a 
great  many  j-ears  by  heavy  teaming  on  the  streets 
about  this  hospital,  which  is  annoying  and  detri- 
mental to  the  welfare  of  the  patients  who  are 
critically  ill  here. 

On  East  Concord  street,  between  Harrison  ave- 
nue and  Albany  street,  there  is  a  sign  which  says, 
"No  heavy  teaming,"  but  little  attention  is  paid 
to  this  and  the  police  state  that  they  can  do  noth- 
ing, because  the  ordinance  which  was  passed 
carried  with  it  no  fine.  Stoughton  street,  on  the 
other  side,  is  used  a  great  deal  by  hea\-7i'  teams,  a 
great  many  of  them  from  the  city,  which  could 
just  as  well  use  East  Newton  street,  one  block 
further  north,  without  going  any  further  distance. 

I  want  to  know  if  there  is  not  some  way  that  j-ou 
can  get  an  ordinance  through  the  City  Council 
shutting  off  East  Concord  street  and  Stoughton 
street.  I  know  Albany  street  is  a  thoroughfare 
and  cannot  be  shut  off,  but  there  could  be  a  clause 
inserted  that  all  teams  should  walk  their  horses 
when  in  the  rear  of  the  hospital. 

In  other  cities  that  I  visit,  especially  in  New 
York.  I  notice  that  wherever  there  is  a  hospital 
they  have  signs  posted  and  the  law  is  enforced  in 
regard  to  quietness  on  the  streets  about  the  hos- 
pitals. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Wii.Li.\M  O.  Mann, 

Superintendent. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PRINTING    OF   LETTERS. 

■  Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  fol- 
lowing two  letters  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes 
of  this  meeting. 

.January  1,  1913. 
Charles  E.  Folsom,  Esq., 

Secretary  Board  of  Assessors: 

My  dear  Mr.  Folsom, — The  assessing  system 
lias  been  my  constant  and  greatest  interest  since 
taking  office.  Everybody  with  whom  I  have  talked 
admitted  great  inequalities,  but  no  steps  were 
talvcn  to  improve  matters  in  spite  of  orders  by  the 
Council  and  addresses  by  Mr.  Lawson  Purdy,  etc. 
For  that  reason  I  recently  began  to  give  facts 
showing  the  results  of  tlie  s.vstem. 

The  great  difficulties  the  assessors  are  working 
under  always  have  been  apparent  to  me,  but  of 
late  have  been  emphasizeil. 

As  you  frankly  stated,  there  are  methods  in  use 
in  other  large  cities  that  would  seem  desirable  here. 
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We  ought  to  be  able  to  profit  by  their  experience. 
Personalities  avail  nothing  and  especially  when  we 
are  both  striving  toward  the  same  end. 

As  you  know,  I  have  introduced  an  order  now 
before  the  Council  asking  that  a  committee^  be 
appointed  by  the  Chair  to  investigate  the  subject 
of  assessing.  May  I  ask  whether  you  would  co- 
operate with  such  a  committee,  and  which  of  the 
following  suggestions  seem  to  you  meritorious: 

1.  That  the  assistant  assessors  be  placed  under 
civil  service. 

2.  Prohibit  and  penalize  by  ordinance  any 
member  of  the  Assessing  Department  who  writes, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  any  form  of  insurance 
on  real  estate  within  his  district. 

3.  Collect  taxes  in  two  payments  each  year, — 
spring  and  fall. 

4.  Assign  sufficient  number  of  members  of  the 
department  to  assess  personal  property  only. 

5.  By  statute,  require  that  in  order  for  a  deed 
to  be  recorded  it  must  be  accompanied  by  an 
affidavit  setting  forth  the  actual  consideration  for 
the  transfer  of  the  real  estate.  These  affidavits  to 
be  turned  over  to  the  local  assessors  each  week. 

6.  Abolish  poll  tax  by  statute,  or,  if  the  police 
are  to  continue  making  the  voting  list,  have  that 
department  collect  the  poll  taxes. 

7.  Adopt  the  unit  of  value  for  real  estate 
assessing  with  tables  to  suit,  similar  to  that  used 
in  New  York  and  many  other  large  cities. 

8.  Sell  charts  for  25  cents  each,  printed  as 
a  supplement  to  the  City  Record,  showing  sepa- 
rately the  assessing  districts,  and  have  the  streets 
marked  with  the  value  of  the  abutting  properties 
in  terms  of  the  unit  adopted. 

In  short,  the  facts  which  I  have  on  hand  are  not 
very  pleasant  and  it  seemed  to  me  we  could  accom- 
plish the  same  result  through  cooperation. 
Very  truly  yours. 

Earnest  E.  Smith. 

January  2,  1913. 
Mr.  Earnest  E.  Smith, 
City  Councilor: 

My  dear  Mr.  Smith, — Your  letter  of  January  1 
received  this  morning,  and  I  am  very  glad  to 
see  the  position  you  are  taking  in  this  matter, 
as  I  am  confident  that  if  we  get  together  and  take 
this  question  up  we  can  arrive  at  some  conclusions 
that  will  be  beneficial  to  the  Assessing  Department, 
and  I  should  be  very  much  pleased  to  cooperate 
with  a  committee  to  consider  the  suggestions  made 
by  you. 

I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  the  field  and  office 
maps  such  as  are  used  in  New  York. 

Referring  to  your  first  question,  I  have  no 
objections  personally  and  am  inclined  to  favor 
the  assistant  assessors  being  placed  under  civil 
service  rules  of  some  kind — perhaps  certification 
as  to  fitness  for  office  rather  than  competitive 
examination. 

No.  2.  Regarding  the  question  of  penalizing 
any  assessor  who  placed  insurance  on  real  estate 
in  his  district,  would  say  that  this  is'  at  least 
subject  to  discussion  and  careful  consideration.  . 

No.  3.  As  to  collecting  taxes  spring  and  fall,  I 
am  willing  to  consider  any  propo.sition  of  this 
kind,  but  at  present  do  not  feel  that  it  is  practical 
under  our  laws. 

No.  4.  To  a.ssign  a  sufficient  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  department  to  assess  personal  property 
only  would  be  an  excellent  thing  providing  the 
poll  tax  was  abolished;  but  to  my  mind  it  is 
questionable  where,  under  the  law,  we  have  to 
visit  every  building  and  take  the  names  of  persons 
liable  for  a  poll  tax. 

No.  !>.  The  matter  of  requiring  an  affidavit 
.setting  forth  the  actual  consideration  in  case  of 
transfer  of  real  estate  would  be  extremely  valuable 
to  the  assessors,  providing  it  was  not  evaded. 
However,  I  fear  that  you  would  get  strong  opposi- 
tion to  a  bill  of  this  kind  from  the  real  estate 
people. 

No.  0.  In  relation  to  abolishing  the  poll  tax 
by  statute,  or,  if  the  police  are  to  continue  making 
a  list  as  a  basis  for  the  voting  list,  to  have  that 
department  collect  the  taxes,  I  would  say  that 
I  believe  the  poll  tax  should  either  be  abolished  or 
payment  of  said  tax  should  be  made  a  prerequisite 
for  voting,  in  which  case  a  very  large  per  cent  of 
them  would  be  paid.  I  am  incHned  to  think, 
however,  that  the  proposition  to  have  the  Police 
Department  act  as  collectors  would  not  be  a 
desirable  one.  This  whole  matter,  I  believe,  is 
open  to  very  careful  consideration,  and  would 
suggest  to  you  that  the  Mayor  has'already,  through 
the    Law    Department,    presented    a    bill    in    the 


Legislature  asking  to  have  the  poll  tax  abolished. 

No.  7.  The  question  of  adopting  the  front- 
foot  unit  of  value  used  in  New  York  and  many 
other  large  cities:  I  will  agree  that  a  table  might  be 
used  in  this  department  with  the  square-foot  unit 
as  well  as  by  the  front-foot  unit.  This  matter  I 
think  deserves  the  most  careful  consideration  and 
to  my  mind  the  first  step  would  be  to  introduce 
orders  getting  information  as  to  the  cost,  etc. 

No.  8.  The  question  of  selling  charts  for  25 
cents,  showing  separate  assessment  districts,  etc., 
would  be  an  excellent  plan  if  the  field  maps  were 
adopted,  whether  the  unit  for  arriving  at  values 
were  changed  or  not.  I  should  hardly  feel, 
however,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  set  a  figure 
of  25  cents  until  the  system  were  adopted.  Then  it 
would  be  a  question  of  whether  or  not  25  cents 
was  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense. 

I  wish  to  say  to  you,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  I 
believe  you  are  absolutely  honest,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  you  are  conscientiously  working  to 
improve  the  asses,sing  methods,  and  our  only 
difference  is  in  opinion  relative  to  views  as  to 
how  to  accomplish  the  best  results.  I  also  wish 
to  state  that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  the 
most  friendly  feelings  and  should  be  pleased  to 
see  you  in  this  office  and  talk  matters  over  with 
you  at  any  time  that  you  may  see  fit  to  come  in. 

Thanking  you  for  your  invitation  to  cooperate, 
I  am. 

Very  respectfully, 
Chables  E.  Folsom,  Secretary. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  these  letters 
are  the  ones  referred  to  by  Mr.  Folsom  in  his 
remarks  in  the  Executive  Committee  last  week. 
They  are  my  letter  to  him  in  regard  to  the  assessing 
system  and  his  reply  to  me.  It  seems  only  fair  to 
both  of  us  that  they  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes 
of  the  meeting  as  he  has  referred  to  them. 

The  order  was  passed  and  it  was  voted  that  the 
letters  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes. 


LAYING  OUT  OF  WALK  HILL  STREET. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  Herbert  W.  Goodwin  e,l  al.,  asking  that 
Walk  Hill  street,  Mattapan,  from  Blue  Hill  avenue 
to  Harvard  street,  be  resurfaced  and  granolithic 
sidewalks  be  put  in,  also  that  street  be  put  to  lines 
as  shown  on  plan  on  file  in  office  of  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE offered  an  order— That  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  having  Walk  Hill  street,  Mattapan,  laid  out 
on  the  lines  of  plan  of  Board  of  Survey,  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  .Street  Commissioners. 

Passed. 


PAVING    OF   ZEIGLER   STREET. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  presented  a  petition, 
signed  by  Albert  Connell  and  many  others,  asking 
that  Zeigler  street  be  paved  with  either  wooden 
blocks  or  asphalt. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE offered  an  order— That  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  repave  Zeigler  street,  Rox- 
bury,  with  either  wooden  blocks  or  asphalt,  said 
street  being  a  thoroughfare  for  teaming,  although 
a  residential  street. 

Pa.ssed. 


PURCHASE  OF  TENEAN  BEACH. 

Coun.  COLLINS  oflfered  an  order— That  the 
Bath  Trustees,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be 
requested  to  submit  to  this  Council  as  soon  as 
may  be  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  purchasing  the 
property  known  as  Tenean  Beach,  in  the  Dor- 
chester district,  now  \ised  by  said  department  as 
a  bathing  beach. 

Passed . 


ENGINE   HOUSE,   MASON   STREET. 

Coun,  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  be  requested  to  inform  us 
whether  the  end  of  Mason  street  running  into 
Tremont  street  could  be  taken  by  the  city  for  the 
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purpose  of  erecting  a  fire  engine  station,  and  it  so 
whether  tlie  city  would  have  to  pay  the  abutters 
for  a  reversion  in  fee. 

The  above  questions  are  based  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  widening  of  Avery  street  is  carried 
through  to  Tremont  street,  as  proposed  in  the 
existing  legislative  act. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  my  idea  in 
bringing  this  up  is  that  the  fire  station  on  Mason 
street  is  very  old  and  very  much  crowded.  On 
one  part  of  the  floor  there  are  three  pieces  of  appa- 
ratus so  placed  that  it  is  hard  for  one  to  get  out 
from  behind  the  other.  There  are  twenty-eight 
men  stationed  in  that  one  house,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  at  times  to  get  the  apparatus  out  of 
Mason  street,  which  is  a  narrow  and  crowded 
street,  through  West  street,  which  is  also  narrow 
and  crowded,  to  Tremont  street  or  Washington 
street.  If  the  engine  house  were  situated  on  a 
main  thoroughfare,  siich  as  Tremont  street  or 
Washington  street,  it  would  be  a  great  help  to  the 
department.  The  thought  occurs  that  possibly 
Mason  street  is  one  of  those  downtown  streets 
where  the  fee  is  not  owned  by  the  abutters  and  that 
the  city  could  acquire  that  land  for  a  reasonable 
figure.  It  so  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  benefit  of 
the  department,  as  I  have  said,  and  Avery  street 
would  offer  sufficient  means  of  communication 
between  Tremont  street  and  Washington  street 
without  that  little  end  of  Mason  street  which  now 
exists.  If  we  allow  Mason  street  to  exist  after 
Avery  street  is  put  through  to  Tremont  street  we 
will  have  the  Herald  Building  flanked  on  each  side 
by  a  thoroughfare  and  standing  alone,  which  would 
be  unnecessary.  Avery  street,  as  extended  by  the 
act  of  the  Legislature,  would  take  the  ad.ioining 
buildings  to  the  Herald  Building.  Of  course  it  is 
obvious  that  there  is  no  need  of  two  streets,  one  on 
either  side  of  the  Herald  Building,  and  if  the  end 
of  Mason  street  that  now  exists  on  this  side  of  the 
Herald  Building  could  be  taken  for  a  fire  engine 
house  it  would  offer  commodious  quarters  and 
much  more  available  quarters  for  the  use  of  the 
department.  Therefore,  I  hope  this  order  will 
pass  and  that  the  matter  will  be  placed  before  the 
Corporation  Counsel. 
'     The  order  was  passed. 


DISCHARGE  OF  TOLL  COLLKCTORS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  discharge  imme- 
diately collectors  of  tolls  at  East  Boston  Ferry 
and  to  install  a  system  by  which  the  receipts  of 
tolls  can  be  verified. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
introducing  this  order — and  I  trust  that  it  will  be 
put  over  for  one  meeting  at  least,  so  that  any 
doubts  remaining  may  be  passed  upon — is  that  the 
Auditing  Department  has  already  gone  into  the 
matter  of  these  tolls.  A  very  serious  condition 
exists,  according  to  their  report.  The  Mayor, 
according  to  the  newspapers,  is  merely  going  to 
put  the  matter  up  to  the  Finance  Commission, 
which  I  understand  has  already  taken  up  the  sub- 
ject. Therefore,  in  order  that  we  mas'  get  action 
and  not  play  battledore  and  shuttlecock  with  this 
serious  condition  that  exists  in  the  Ferry  Depart- 
ment, I  propose  that  this  body  pass  this  order 
requesting  the  Mayor  to  do  something  along  these 
lines:  to  discharge  those  who  have  been  at  fault 
in  connection  with  the  collection  of  tolls  and  to 
inaugurate  a  new  system  which  will  guarantee 
sufficient  checks  over  the  collection  of  tolls.  1 
think  that  the  Mayor  would  listen  to  this.  I 
think  if  not,  the  Council  has  plenty  of  power  in 
the  budget  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  new  City 
Council.  This  comes  directly  in  our  line,  because 
we  have  power  over  the  expenditure  of  money. 
Certainly  if  we  have  any  power  at  all  it  is  as  a 
check  on  the  expenditures  of  the  different  depart- 
ments, and  where  the  Ferry  Department  is  run- 
ning in  the  hole  at  the  rate  it  is  at  present,  any 
criticism  of  the  collection  of  tolls  should  be  taken 
cognizance  of  at  once. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


ASSESSED   VALUES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor 
the   Mayor  be   requested  to   answer  at   the   next 


meeting  of  the  Council,  in  accordance  with  Article 
7  of  the  charter,  why  the  assessed  values  differ 
so  widely  from  the  selling  prices  on  the  following 
properties: 


Assessed. 

Sold. 

1479  Dorchester  avenue .... 

$10,800 

S5,000 

43  Bay  State  road 

35,400 

25,000 

178  Harrison  avenue 

7,500 

4,600 

198  Harrison  avenue 

6,600 

3,700 

29  Laurel  street,  Roxbury. . . 

4,800 

3,535 

Gay  Head  street,  Roxbury.  . 

1,217 

608 

244  Bowdoin  street         ...    . 

8,800 

*  15,000 

*  Mortgage,  $9,000. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  trust  that  the 
Council  at  this  meeting  will  begin  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  these  matters.  Several  members  of  the 
Council  said  that  after  these  cases  had  been  brought 
in  in  sufficient  number  to  warrant  attention  they 
would  be  glad  to  pass  upon  the  request  that  a  com- 
mittee investigate  the  system  of  assessing  used  by 
the  city.  That  is  all  that  these  questions  and  these 
statements  of  fact  are  leading  to — action  by  this 
body  in  the  way  of  having  a  committee  of  sufficient 
size,  three  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  investigate  the 
system.  I  am  not  going  to  burden  the  Council 
with  any  more  than  these  facts.  I  think  facts 
speak  louder  than  words,  and  these  assessment 
figures  are  facts.  Why,  even  before  our  own  body, 
Mr.  President,  we  had  in  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  a  proposition  to  bu.v  the  site  of  the  Jewish 
Home,  on  Fort  Hill,  in  Roxburj',  assessed  for 
$17,000,  and  the  City  of  Boston  can  buy  that  for 
.$10,000.  These  eases  lie  all  around,  us.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  for  me  to  bring  more  of  them  in. 
I  trust  that,  no  matter  what  action  j'ou  take  on 
this,  you  will  eventually  come  to  the  proposition 
of  appointing  that  committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


PUBLIC    COMMITTEE    MEETINGS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  all  stand- 
ing committees  of  the  Council  hold  their  meetings 
in  public  and  that  stenographic  reports  be  taken 
of  meetings  of  the  Executi\-e  Committee. 

Coun.  SMITH— Mr.  President,  I  put  this  order 
in  at  this  time  so  that  we  ma.^■  consider  the  matter 
before  the  new  year.  Comment  comes  to  our  ears 
continually  because  so  much  of  our  business  is 
done  behind  closed  doors.  All  we  do  in  public,  as 
a  rule,  is  to  meet  and  refer  things  to  committee, 
w'here  the  public  are  not  admitted  and  where  no 
stenographic  notes  are  taken,  and  we  deal  with 
those  matters  there  as  we  see  fit  and  come  later  into 
the  Council  with  confused  ideas  of  the  statements 
that  were  made.  One  member  will  quote  a  fellow 
member,  and  the  fellow  member  will  object  on  the 
ground  that  what  has  been  said  does  not  represent 
his  exact  statement.  The  result  of  the  present 
system  is  that  the  public  have  no  interest  in  the 
vital  questions  that  we  pass  on  as  affecting  the  city, 
because  there  is  no  opportunity  to  hear  them  dealt 
with  by  their  representatives  elected  to  this  body. 
The  United  Impro\-ement  Society,  through  its 
president,  has  several  times  said  that  it  trusted 
we  would  deal  ultimately  with  public  questions  in 
public.  It  is  more  and  more  the  tendency  of  the 
times  to  lay  your  hand  on  the  table  and  show 
people  what  you  think  about  things,  deal  with 
things  in  the  open.  -•Vt  the  present  time  we  can 
go  into  committee  and  throttle  measures  and 
nobody  knows  the  reasons  or  how  we  have  dealt 
with  them.  There  should  be  a  change.  I  don't 
think  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  anybody  here 
to  cover  up  his  attitude  on  anj-  subject,  and  1  trust 
that  this  matter  will  be  seriouslj'  considered  and 
acted  upon  at  one  of  the  early  meetings  of  the 
Council. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


JANUARY    27,    1913. 
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SALE   OF   CITY   PROPERTY. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — ^That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  recommend  the  sale 
of  a  piece  of  property,  corner  Washington  and 
Dimoclc  streets,  containing  approximately  134,671 
square  feet,  owned  by  the  city,  in  the  custody  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Works,  said  property 
being  unused  land. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  have  introduced  this  order  is  because  Commis- 
sioner Rourke  has  told  me  that  they  have  no 
further  use  for  that  tract  of  land. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 


SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING,  WARD  17. 

Coun.  SMITH  ofTered  an  order — That  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Buildings  be  requested  to 
furnish  specifications  and  estimate  for  the  municipal 
building,  Ward  17,  before  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
introducing  this  order  is  that,  contrary  to  all  our 
custom  this  year,  we  passed  on  a  loan  of  $12.5,000 
for  the  Ward  17  municipal  building  without  having, 
so  far  as  I  know, — and  if  I  am  wrong  in  this  I  hope 
I  will  be  corrected, — a  report  from  the  $.5,000  appro- 
priation which  we  made  for  the  drawing  up  of 
plans.  If  I  am  wrong  in  that  I  trust  I  will  be 
corrected. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  presented  to 
the  committee  a  plan,  subject  probably  to  very 
slight  change,  with  an  estimate  showing  that  the 
cost  of  the  building  would  be  well  within  the 
appropriation. 

Coun.  SMITH— Then,  Mr,  President,  1  with- 
draw the  order. 

The  order  was  considered  withdrawn. 


ABOLITION   OF   POLL   TAXES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  places  itself  on  record  as  in  favor  of  the 
bill  presented  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  of  the  City  of  Boston,  providing  for 
the  abolition  of  poll  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  this  resolve  be  sent  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, respectively. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  last  year— I 
think  it  was  in  Julj' — I  offered  an  order  asking 
that  the  Corporation  Counsel  draw  up  such  a  bill 
doing  away  with  poll  taxes  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  Council  considered  the  matter  at  one  time 
and  another  but  did  not  get  around  to  final  action 
on  the  suggestion.  We  never  a-sked  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  to  draw  such  a  bill,  but  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  did  so  ask  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
and  the  bill  drawn  is  pow  before  the  Legislature. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  costs  more  to  collect 
poll  taxes  than  we  get  out  of  them,  I  can  see  no 
reason  for  collecting  them.  There  is  certainly  no 
reason  for  continuing  a  lo.sing  game,  throwing  good 
money  after  bad.  I  trust  that  the  resolution 
will  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


RECESS. 

The 'Council  voted,  at  5  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  and  were  called  to 
order  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  5.57  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Iver  Johnson  Sporting 
Goods  Company  (referred  to-day)  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  firearms  at  155  Washington  street,  Ward  6 — 
that  a  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  permits  for  children  to  appear  at  various 
places  of  amusement — that  permits  be  granted, 
viz.: 

S.  A.  Crowell,  for  children  to  appear  at  Stough- 
ton  Street  Baptist  Church  on  the  evening  of  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1913. 

Bernadette  Masterson,  for  children'to  appear  at 
St.  Rose  Hall  on  the  evening  of  January  31. 

D.  M.  Staley,  president,  for  children  to  appear 
at  the  Union  Hall  on  evening  of  January  31. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  all 
standing  committees  of  the  Council  hold  their 
meetings  in  public  and  that  stenographic  reports 
be  taken  of  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee — • 
recommending  reference  of  same  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(4)  Report  on  letter  (referred  to-day)  relative  to 
annoyance  to  Massachusetts  Homeopathic  Hospi- 
tal, East  Concord  street,  caused  by  heavy  team- 
ing—recommending reference  to  the  .Street  Com- 
missioners for  a  report  not  later  than  January  31. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(5)  Reports  on  orders  (referred  June  3)  relative' 
to  branch  markets — that  the  orders  ought  to  pass, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Markets 
report  as  to  cost  of  establishing  additional  public 
markets  in  such  localities  as  South  Boston,  East 
Boston  and  the  vicinity  of  Castle  square. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Finance  Commission  report  upon  advisability  of 
establishing  at  public  expense  branch  markets 
in  such  localities  as  East  Boston,  South  Boston  and 
the  vicinity  of  Ca.stle  square,  stalls  in  .said  markets 
to  be  let  at  a  lower  rate  to  cooperative  societies 
of  farmers  than  to  ordinary  middlemen. 

Reports  accepted;  orders  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  transferring  $7,000  to  Con- 
sumptives'Hospital  for  vacuum  cleaning  system — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  pas.sed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  report  of  Committee  on  Claims 
(referred  November  25)  that  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  the  Boston  Wharf  Company  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $2,5.50  for  compensation  and  settlement 
of  claim  of  said  company — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Rejjort  accepted;  order  passed. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   FIREMEN. 
President  ATTRIDGE  offered  the  following: 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Thirteen. 
An  Ordinance    Concerning    Members    of  the  Fire 

Department. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  aa 
follows : 

Chapter  4  of  the  Ordinances  of  1912  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"Provided,  however,  that  this  ordinance  shall 
not  apply  to  those  persons  who  had  passed  the 
civil  service  examination  for  fire  service  in  Boston 
prior  to  June  5,  1912,  and  who  were  eligible  for 
appointment  on  that  date." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  the  pay  roll  of  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  (referred  to-day)  for  approval 
of  same — recommending  approval  of  the  same  to 
the  amount  of  $4,144.40. 

Report  accepted  and  payment  ordered. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 

Adjourned,  at  6.03  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Saturday,  February 
1,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Gouncij. 


Saturday,  February  1,  1913. 
Final  meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  1912,  held 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  one  o'clock 
p.  m.,  President  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair  and  all 
tlie  members  present. 


WITHDRAWAL    OF    RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  31,  1913. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  hereby  withdraw  my  several  recommenda- 
tions for  the  passage  of  the  following-named  loan 
orders,  in  order  to  avoid  any  technical  question 
which  might  be  raised  should  any  of  them  become 
effective  under  the  .sixty-day  limitation  set  forth 
in  section  2  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909: 

Order  for  a  loan  of  .$45,000  for  the  Improvement 
of  Copley  Square,  filed  with  the  City  Clerk 
January  6,  1913. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000  for  Police  Station, 
South  Boston,  filed  with  the  City  Clerk  January 
20    1913 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $12.5,000  for  Municipal 
Building,  Citv  Square,  Charlestown,  filed  with  the 
City  Clerk  January  20,  1913. 

I  propose  to  recommend  similar  orders  for  pas- 
sage by  the  City  Council  of  1913. 

Respectfully, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission of  approval  of  appointment  of  Margaret 
Foley  as  Trustee  for  Children  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Joseph  H.  Knox. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


CLOSING   OF   STREETS   TO   TEAMING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

January  30,  1913. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  28th 
instant,  in  which  you  ask  for  a  report  on  the 
proposition  to  close  East  Concord  street  and 
Stoughton  street  to  heavy  teaming,  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  begs  to  say  that  it  does  not 
believe  that  it  has  the  authority  to  make  a  rule 
to  this  effect.  For  some  time,  or  since  the  au- 
thority was  granted  to  the  Board  to  make  rules 
for  the  regulation  of  traffic,  it  has  had  in  mind 
some  such  scheme  as  is  proposed  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Massachusetts  Homeopathic 
Hospital.  Three  years  ago  it  consulted  the  then 
Corporation  Counsel,  Mr.  Babson,  with  this  object 
in  view,  but  was  informed  that  there  was  no 
authority  in  law  which  would  permit  the  Board 
to  make  such  a  rule  or  regulation.  The  Board 
understands,  however,  that  there  is  a  bill  before 
the  Legislature  this  year  giving  it  broader  au- 
thority in  the  matter  of  regulating  traffic,  which 
it  believes  will  enable  it  to  give  relief  to  hospitals 
from  the  annoyance  of  heavy  traffic. 

Very  truly  yours, 
J.  J.  0'Calla.ghan,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


LOANS   FOR   IMPROVEMENTS. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1  and  2,  viz.: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand 
dollars  (.$60,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to 
be  expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
and  added  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Construc- 
tion of  a  High  Pressure  Fire  Service  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 312  of  the  Acts  of  1911,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  January  18  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  9. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ,$12.'j,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  munic- 
ipal building  on  the  site  of  the  Vine  Street  Church, 
so  called.  Ward  17,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

On  January  18  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  9.  

PRISONS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Prisons,  submitted  the  following: 

City  of  Boston, 
In  City  Council,  February  1,  1913. 
The  committee  of  the  City  Council,  appointed 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  1, 
chapter  224,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  to  inspect  the 
prisons  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  has  attended  to 
that  duty  and  submits  the  following  report: 

The  institutions  comprise  Charles  Street  Jail, 
the  Parental  School  for  Truant  Boys  and  Girls  at 
West  Roxbury,  the  House  of  Correction  at  Deer 
Island  and  the  .Suffolk  School  for  Boys  at  Rainf5- 
ford  Island,  all  of  which  were  visited  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Prisons  and  thoroughly  inspected. 

Concerning  the  Charles  Street  Jail  the  committee 
desires  to  again  recommend  that  persons  detained 
there  for  one  month  or  more  should  be  given  daily 
exercise  in  the  open  air.  To  carry  this  provision 
into  effect  would  require,  of  course,  additional  jail 
officers,  and  an  appropriation  should  be  made  for 
that  purpose.  The  suggestion  formerly  made  for 
new  plumbing  and  shower  baths  has  been  accepted, 
but  the  work  has  not  as  yet  begun,  but  it  probably 
will  be  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  coBimittee  was  decidedly  impressed  by  the 
new  medical  department  established  by  Dr.  O.  G. 
Cilley.  In  the  jail  from  April  20, 1912,  to  January 
1,  1913,  3,055  males  and  2,459  females  were  treated. 
The  committee  believes  that  the  dumb  cell 
rooms  in  both  the  men's  and  women's  prisons 
should  be  properly  ventilated.  At  the  present 
time  in  both  prisons  the  conditions  are  unsanitary. 
The  ceiling  of  the  guard  room  should  be  repaired 
and  painted,  and  the  rotunda  windows  should 
receive  immediate  attention.  Ovens  should  be 
installed  in  the  kitchen  and  water  and  sinks  in  the 
women's  prison  on  each  floor.  This  is  the  only 
institution  visited  by  tlie  committee  where  the 
officers  are  not  uniformed,  and  the  committee 
believes  that  the  officers  should  be  in  uniform. 

Concerning  Deer  Island  the  committee  adheres 
to  the  recommendations  of  last  year,  namely: 
The  .segregation  of  drug  fiends  and  violent  cases 
from  the  mass  of  prisoners;  the  erection  of  a 
central  lighting  and  heating  plant  at  the  institu- 
tion; the  teaching  of  trades  to  long  term  prisoners; 
also  an  appropriation  sufficient  for  the  building  of 
an  ice  plant,  which  would  save  the  county  the  ex- 
pense of  purchasing  ice. 

At  the  Parental  School  the  committee  again 
recommends  that  a  coal  pocket  be  built,  and  we 
believe  that  the  trustees  should  in  some  way  or 
other  provide  for  that  necessary  improvement. 
The  committee  again  recommends  that  the  play- 
groimd  be  raised  in  grade,  and  that  the  Public 
Works  Department  cooperate  in  the  filling  in 
of  the  mansh  directly  adjoining.  The  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  in  awarding  the  contract 
for  removal  of  ashes  in  Weist  Roxbury  should  make 
arrangements  for  the  contractor  to  u.se  this  place 
for  a  dumping  ground.  The  trustees,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  should  give  some  atten- 
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tion  to  the  vocational  training  of  the  boys,  as  we 
know  that  the  state  has  adopted  a  policy  in  the 
interests  of  industrial  education  and  aids  the 
cause  by  reimbursement.  In  the  school  building 
above  the  class  rooms  a  gymnasium  should  be 
installed  which  would  afford  the  boys  the  proper 
sort  of  diversion  during  the  winter  months,  when 
out-of-door  play  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  impossible. 

At  Rainsford  Island  a  number  of  improvements 
have  been  made  under  the  superintendency  of 
Mr.  Ryan.  A  30-foot  addition  has  been  built 
on  the  shoe  shop,  an  old  building  has  been  remod- 
eled into  an  up-to-date  cabinet  shop,  containing  a 
band  saw  with  attached  motor,  a  universal  saw 
bench  and  boring  machine  with  motor,  a  hollow 
chisel  mortiser,  and  a  6-inch  buzz  planer,  motor 
driven.  A  new  steam  plant  has  been  installed 
in  the  superintendent's  liouse.  The  committee 
believes  that  the  bay  between  the  ice  house  and 
Point  Cottage  should  be  filled  in,  as  the  same 
would  give  space  for  two  large  playgrounds  and 
the  erection  of  two  double  cottages.  We  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Engineer  Division  of  the  City 
of  Boston  should  visit  the  Island  and  devise  a  plan 
for  cutting  down  the  liill  toward  the  superintend- 
ent's house  and  use  the  material  for  filling-in  pur- 
poses, together  with  what  material  may  be 
deposited  by  parties  dredging  at  the  present  time 
in  Boston  Harbor. 

Annexed  will  be  found  the  reports  of  those  in 
charge  of  the  various  institutions,  as  required  by 
law. 

For  the  committee, 

Walteb  Ballantyne, 

Chairman. 

(Annexed  were  the  reports  referred  to.) 

Report  accepted  and  ordered  printed  as  a  city 
document.     (Doc.  145.) 


PRINTING   OF   CITY   DOCUMENTS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  supply  each 
member  of  the  City  Councils  of  1912  and  1913  and 
each  of  the  heads  of  the  several  city  departments 
with  one  set  and  the  Boston  Public  Library  with 
the  regular  number  of  sets  of  the  City  Documents 
for  1912,  when  completed  and  bound. 

Passed. 


PRINTING   OF   COUNCIL   MINUTES. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order — 
That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  cause 
a  sufficient  number  of  the  City  Council  Minutes 
for  1912  to  be  bound  in  "the  visual  manner,  and 
to  supply  one  copy  to  each  member  of  the  City 
Councils  of  1912  and  1913,  each  of  the  heads  of  the 
several  city  departments,  and  the  usual  number  of 
copies  to  the  Boston  Public  Library,  the  expense 
incurred  for  said  binding  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  CouncU,  City  Council 
Proceedings. 

Passed.  

REFERENCE   OF  UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  all 
matters  of  an  unfinished  nature  in  the  hands  of 
the  several  committees  of  this  City  Council  be 
referred  to  the  City  Council  of  1913. 

Passed.  

ENLARGING   OF   CITY   RECORD. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  ordei- — That  the  City 
Record  be  enlarged  to  three  times  its  present  size 
and  placed  on  all  news  stands  throughout  the  city, 
at  cost.  That  in  addition  to  the  present  matter 
printed  therein  its  columns  should  be  thrown  open 
to  a  discussion  of  all  matters  of  imjjortance  to  the 
city,  including  nominations  for  office,  each  side 
of  a  question  or  each  party  being  given  equal  space 
for  expression  of  opinion. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  it  may  be  of 
interest  in  connection  with  this  order  to  see  the 
paper  which  is  published  in  Los  Angeles  at  the 
city's  expense  once  a  week  (holding  up  paper). 
This  paper  does  away  with  the  old  type  of  news- 
paper which  is  owned  and  controlled  by  individuals 
or  corporations  who  desire  to  have  a  certain  side 
of  a  question,  and  only  that  side,  set  forth.  ^  There 
is  a  similar  paper  in  Denver,  although  I  think  the 
Los  Angeles  one  is  the  larger.  The  advantage  of 
such  a  paper  is  obvious.     It  gives  equal  space  to 


both  sides  of  every  public  question.  It  also  gives 
the  city's  news,  and  affords  a  better  medium  for 
advertising  city  contracts.  The  present  City 
Record  here  in  Boston  is  not  a  good  medium  for 
advertising,  as  was  evidenced  in  the  advertising 
for  bids  for  the  garbage  contract,  although  we 
are  obliged  to  use  it  under  the  new  charter.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  would  be  a  step  in  advance, 
and  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  Council  to  lay 
this  matter  over  for  consideration  by  the  new 
City  Council.  No  harm  could  come  from  such 
a  move.  It  would  cost  the  city  nothing,  as  the 
order  provides  for  the  issuing  of  the  paper  at  cost, 
and  it  would  certainly  put  before  the  public  in 
Boston  public  questions  in  their  proper  light. 
Instead  of  the  drivel  that  is  often  passed  out  to 
the  public  on  questions  of  importance,  we  would 
have  real  facts  or  information  unbiased  by  the 
corporations  or  individuals  which  to-day  own  the 
Press  'of  this  city. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


TAX   COLLECTIONS   EACH   SIX   MONTHS. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order — That  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  be  requested  to  draft  an  ordinance 
calling  for  collection  of  taxes  on  personal  property 
and  real  estate  every  six  months. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  there  was  paid 
by  the  Collecting  Department  for  overtime  charges 
in  1910-11,  S3, 341. 65;  in  1911-12,  $165.50,  and  in 
1912-13,  $7,799.09.  That  money  was  paid  largely 
because  of  the  rush  in  bringing  in  taxes  to  the 
department  at  one  time  each  year.  If  the  taxes 
were  collected  twice  each  year  a  large  part  of  this 
overtime  expense  would  be  saved.  There  would 
also  be  another  saving,  because  as  we  run  the  city 
now  we  borrow  every  spring  in  anticipation  of 
taxes  to  be  paid  in  the  fall.  That  money  bears 
interest,  of  course,  and  we  lose  just  the  amount 
of  interest  paid  on  those  sums  borrowed  in  antici- 
pation of  taxes  which,  if  the  taxes  were  collected 
twice  a  year,  would  be  saved.  We  have  borrowed 
in  the  last  few  years  the  following  amounts  in 
anticipation  of  taxes:  In  1908,  86.400,000;  in 
1909,  S.5,000,000;  in  1910,  $4,100,000;  in  1911, 
$5,600,000;  and  this  year,  $6,400.000, — on  which 
we  are  paying  interest.  If  the  taxes  were  col- 
lected in  the  spring  and  fall  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  borrow  that  amount  of  money;  it  probably 
would  not  be  necessary  to  borrow  any  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes.  It  may  be  of  some  interest 
to  the  Council  to  know  that  this  same  system  is 
now  in  use  in  the  city  of  New  York,  so  I  am  not 
suggesting  to  -the  Council  any  new  method. 
There  is  nothing  personal  in  this,  nothing  that  1 
have  invented.  I  hare  simply  copied  the  New 
York  system  of  collecting  taxes,  and  it  is  working 
well  there.     It  would  work  well  here  in  Boston. 

■The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  notices  fixing  the  salaries  of 
various  probation  officers — ^recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

(o)  Report  on  communication  (referred  January 
27,  1913) — recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  probation  officer 
of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  Dorchester  district, 
determined  by  the  chief  .iustice  of  said  court,  at 
the  rate  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  (SI. 600)  per 
annum,  beginning  February  1,  1913,  be  and  the 
same  is  herebj-  approved,  the  amount  so  paid  to 
be  charged  to  the  aijpropri.ition  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  Police  Court,  Dorchester  District. 

Report  accepted:  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  communication  (referred  Decem- 
ber 27,  1912) — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  James  H.  Knight, 
assistant  probation  officer  of  the  Municipal 
Criminal  Court  of  Boston,  determined  by  the 
chief  justice  of  said  court,  at  the  rate  of  fwo 
thousand  dollars  ($2,000)  per  annum,  beginning 
December  18,  1912,  be  and  the  s.arae  is  hereby 
approved,  the  amount  so  paid  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  SuSFolk, 
Municipal  Court,  Criminal  Session. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 
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(c)  Report  on  communication  (referred  October 
28) — recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  Alfretta  P.  McClure, 
female  assistant  probation  officer  of  the  Municipal 
Court  of  the  City  of  Boston,  appointed  by  the 
chief  justice  of  said  court  in  place  of  Elizabeth  L. 
Tattle,  retired,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred 
dollars  ($1,200)  per  annum,  beginning  October  19, 
1912,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved,  the 
amount  so  paid  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  Municipal  Court, 
Criminal  Session. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  December  9)  to 
have  the  judges  of  the  Superior  Court  give  opinion 
as  to  keeping  courthouse  passageway  from 
Pemberton  square  to  Ashburton  place  open  until 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SALE  TDF  UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Unclaimed  Baggage,  submitted  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Company  (referred  November  18)  for  permission 
to  sell  unclaimed  baggage — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Company  be  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  public 
auction,  on  or  before  April  1,  1913,  and  after  pub- 
lication of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  according  to 
law,  the  articles  left  and  remaining  unclaimed  in 
the  passenger  station  of  said  company  in  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


MONEY  FOR  CITY  REGISTRAR. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  City  Registrar  the  sum 
of  $1,000,  to  be  used  by  him  for  the  payment  of 
fees  due  to  persons  who  make  returns  as  required 
by  law;  to  be  accounted  for  by  vouchers  filed  with 
the  City  Auditor,  and  to  be  finally  accounted  for 
before  the  close  of  each  financial  year;  said  amount 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Registry 
Department. 

Passed. 


PRINTING    OF    CLOSING    PROCEEDINGS. 

Coun.  McDonald  offered  an  order— That  the 
closing  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  of  1912 
be  printed  as  a  city  document,  and  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Printing  be  directed  to  have 
copies  thereof  printed,  containing  the  members' 
portraits  and  a  group  picture  of  the  members  and 
officers  of  the  Council,  and  to  distribute  said 
copies  and  copies  of  said  picture  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council,  the  expense  incurred  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Passed. 


ASSESSMENT   VALUES. 

Coun.  SMITH  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  answer  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council,  in  accordance  with 
article  seven  of  the  charter,  as  to  why  assessed 
values  differ  so  widely  from  the  selling  prices  on 
the  following  property: 

Corner  of  Prince  and  Perkins  streets;  land 
owned  by  Frank  T.  Davis  estate,  conveyed  to 
George  S.  West,  174,240  feet,  assessed  «9,000, 
sold  850,000. 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  in  connection 
with  this  order  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  I  shall  refer  this  week  to  but  two  lots, 
confining  myself  to  two  specific  cases,  because  they 
are  very  startling.  The  one  referred  to  in  the 
order  is  a  lot  assessed  for  .19,000  and  selling  for 
$50,000 — some  discrepancy!  The  other  case  to 
which  I  wish  to  refer  is  the  estate  we  bought  part 
of  for  a  public  library  in  Charlestown,  Monument 
square,  the  so-called  Riorden  estate.  That  has 
been  assessed  for  years  on  an  area  of  3,979  feet. 
It  has  been  assessed  for  years,  and  the  taxes  have 
been  collected  on  3,979  feet.  The  actual  area  of 
that  lot  was  6,105  square  feet.     This  came  to  light 


when  we  bought  the  lot,  and  the  correction  has 
now  been  made.  That  ca.se  is  almost  similar  to 
the  Shaw  estate.  The  Shaw  estate  had  not  paid 
the  taxes  that  it  should.  There  was  a  serious  ques- 
tion whether  under  the  law  we  could  collect  those 
taxes.  But  that  estate  faced  the  music  and  paid 
the  back  taxes.  This  estate  to  which  I  have  just 
been  referring  has  been  paying  approximately  half 
the  taxes  it  ought  to  pay  for  years.  I  trust  that 
the  owner  of  the  lot  will  feel  some  moral  duty  to 
pay  the  back  taxes.  I  think  the.se  two  cases  may 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Council  more  forcibly 
than  ever  the  injustices  and  inequalities  which 
exist  in  asses.sing  in  the  City  of  Boston  at  the 
present  time.  Mind  you,  at  no  time  since  I  began 
giving  the.se  examples  have  I  in  any  way  implied 
anything  against  the  assessors,  collectively  or 
separately.  I  simply  say  that  under  their  system 
they  are  doing  a  tremendous  job  under  such  handi- 
caps that  they  cannot  get  good  results.  It  is 
like  a  factory  working  without  an  efficiency  system; 
the  factory  does  not  bring  out  good  results,  and 
some  competitor  gets  ahead.  I  hope  this  Council 
sooner  or  later — it  does  not  matter  to  me  per- 
sonally— will  pass  mj'  order  asking  for  a  com- 
mittee of  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to 
investigate  the  assessing  system  of  this  city  — 
not  the  individuals  who  are  doing  the  work,  but 
the  system. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


'      CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUCKLEY  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  The  Committee  on  Claims  svibmits  here- 
with to  the  City  Council  a  list  of  all  the  claims 
upon  which  action  has  been  taken  during  the 
municipal  year  1912,  and  respectfully  recommends 
that   the   same   be   printed   as   a    city   document. 

(Appended  was  the  list  referred  to.) 
Report  accepted  and  ordered  printed  as  a  city 
document  (Doc.  144). 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  November 
25)  for  compensation  for  damages — that  the 
petitioners  be  given  leave  to  withdraw,  viz.: 

D.  M.  Healy,  for  damage  caused  by  overflow  of 
water,  corner  Water  and  Washington  streets. 

M.  Doyle  &  Co.,  for  damage  to  horse  in  public 
alley,  rear  of  the  Vendome. 

Reports  accepted. 


DEMONSTRATION    OF    SOMERS    SYSTEM. 

Coun.  HAIjE  offered  an  ordei — That  the  Board 
of  Assessors  be  requested  to  invite  Mr.  Doty, 
representing  the  Somers  system,  to  give  a  demon- 
stration of  his  method  of  assessing  at  two  different 
points  in  Boston,  one  of  these  to  contain  regular 
shaped  lots,  the  other  the  most  irregular  shaped 
attainable,  said  demonstration  to  be  within  the 
next  three  months  and  absolutely  without  cost  to 
the  city. 

Coun.  HALE — Mr.  President,  during  the  last 
half  dozen  meetings  or  more  I  have  listened  with 
considerable  interest  to  tiie  storm  raging  back  and 
forth  between  our  floor  and  the  assessors'  floor.  I 
believe  that  the  assessors  are  doing  their  best.,  I 
also  think  there  are  very  many  good  points  in  this 
Somers  system,  in  so  far  as  I  know  anything  about 
it,  and  I  simply  suggest,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
spared  a  permanent  continuation  of  the  storm,  that 
we  take  steps  requesting  the  Board  of  Assessors 
to  ask  these  people  to  come  on  here  and  try  this 
experiment,  so  that  we  may  have  a  chance  to  see 
whatever  good  there  is  in  the  system.  I  know 
that  the  assessors  would  be  very  glad  to  get  what- 
ever good  there  was  out  of  such  a  system,  and  I 
think  this  will  be  a  good  solution  of  the  matter. 
I  have  therefore  introduced  this  order  in  the  form 
of  a  request  that  they  be  asked  to  invite  the  backers 
of  this  system  to  come  to  this  city  and  try  it  out 
in  that  way,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  see  what 
there  is  in  it. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


REFERENCE   OF  ASSESSMENT   ORDER. 

President  ATTRIDGE  called  up  No.  4,  as 
follows: 

4.  Question  on  motion  of  Coun.  Smith  to 
reconsider  the  reference  to  the  Executive  Com- 
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mittce   of   the   order   offered  by   him  January   20 
relative  to  tlie  assessed  valuation  of  properties  at 
99  George  street  and  other  streets. 
Reconsideration  was  lost. 


LIGHTING   CONTRACT. 

On  motion  of  Conn.  SMITH,  the  Council  took 
from  the  table  No.  3,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  an  invitation  be  extended  to 
Mr.  Edgar  Wrightington  of  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Gas  Company  to  appear  before  this 
body  at  its  next  regular  meeting  to  give  us  any 
information  that  he  desires  regarding  the  attitude 
or  proposals  of  his  company  toward  a  new  lighting 

Coun.  SMITH — Mr.  President,  I  had  not  in- 
tended to  take  up  this  matter  to-day,  but  I  pre- 
sume it  is  necessary  to  clear  the  calendar.  I  wish 
the  Clerk  would  look  up  the  date  on  which  that 
order  was  introduced.  I  would  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  when  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
was  here  to  answer  questions  on  the  lighting 
subject  he  gave  as  an  excuse  for  not  doing  any- 
thing the  fact  that  he  was  considering  with  the 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  a  new  contract 
which  would  give  us  street  lighting  at  much  lower 
prices. 

President  ATTRIDGE— The  order  was  intro- 
duced  October  21. 

Coun.  SMITH— October  21;  thank  you.  It  is 
true  that  something  was  being  said  along  that  line, 
as  I  know  from  representatives  of  the  company; 
but  the  Mayor  was  only  using  that — ^I  say  it,  and 
I  maintain  it — as  an  excuse.  He  was  using  it 
simply  as  a  blind,  putting  oS  the  people  of  this 
town  with  one  excuse  after  another,  and  that  was 
the  excuse  he  used  last.  He  has  not  told  us  what 
that  contract  called  for;  we  haven't  received  the 
slightest  information  from  Mr.  Rourke  or  from 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  he  doesn't  intend  that 
we  shall  have  it.  We  could  under  that  contract 
get  gas  cheaper.  I  am  tempted  to  go  to  some 
-length  upon  this  matter.  But  what  has  happened? 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  extended  the  existing 
contract,  just  as  he  intended  to  do,  through  his 
term  of  office,  and  we  are  tied  up  with  the  Rising 
Sun  Company  for  the  rest  of  his  term  of  office, 
as  it  was  intended  that  we  should  be  from  the 
beginning,  if  we  had  only  known  it.  I  wish 
the  Council  would  take  some  active  stand  on  the 
matter;  I  wish  it  would  push  the  subject  with  the 
Mayor.  Why,  we  are  wasting  enough  money 
on  the  street  lighting  to  run  some  of  the  depart- 
ments. The  Music  Department,  for  instance, 
could  be  run  on  the  amount  that  we  are  wasting 
on  lighting — more  than  ^20,000  a  year.  I  say 
that  there  is  absolutely  no  justification  for  it. 
I  had  not  intended  to  talk  about  this  matter  to- 
day, but  the  Chair  called  my  attention  to  it, 
and  while  I  am  on  my  feet  I  cannot  help  mention- 
ing these  facts.  That  contract  was  never  con- 
sidered by  this  body.  We  might  have  been  able 
to  give  assistance  on  it.  If  the  attitude  of  the 
Mayor  had  not  been  simply  a  blind,  a  contract 
might  have  gone  through  under  which  we  could 
be  getting  our  lighting  for  SI. 50  per  lamp  less. 
There  is  no  excuse  for  the  City  of  Boston  paying 
the  present  prices  per  lamp  for  lighting  the  streets 
—no  excuse  but  one,  and  that  is  the  attitude  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  hope  the  citizens  of 
Boston  will  realize  that.  It  is  the  one  great  blot, 
perhaps  the  greatest  blot,  on  his  administration 
so  far — his  continuance  in  power  of  the  Rising 
Sun  Lighting  Company.  After  he  had  agreed  to 
the  $300,000  loan,  after  he  had  sent  one  of  his 
commissioners  abroad  and  he  himself  had  gone 
abroad  to  investigate  the  lighting  subject,  he 
comes  back,  and  this  is  the  action  we  see  taken. 
I  wish  I  had  the  detailed  figures  here — I  have 
them  in  my  office — ^showing  just  what  has  been 
done  in  experimenting  on  these  new  lights.  They 
have  not  put  up  enough  to  make  a  fair  experiment 
on  one  variety  of  light  to-day  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  whole  thing  has  been  a  sham. 
The  people  have  been  fooled,  put  off  from  time 
to  time,  with  such  promises  as  the  replacing  of 
gas  lighting  with  electric  lighting,  and  then  we 
are  told  that,  out  of  many  thousands  of  lamps 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  it  is  only  proposed  to  r'eplace 
1,.500  with  electric  lights.  We  have  heard  talk 
about  new  duties  on  Graetzin  lamps;  we  have 
been  fooled  from  beginning  to  end.  I  am  almost 
sorry  that  I  have  touched  on  the  subject,  but  it 
has  seemed  to  nie — -and  I  think  the  people  of  the 


city  will  agree  with  me  in  this — that  this  has  been 
the  one  great  blot  on  the  administration  so  far. 
There  have  been  many  fine  points  in  his  Honor's 
administration — ^many  of  them — and  no  one  will 
give  him  more  credit  than  I  for  what  he  has  done 
in  these  three  years.  But  the  one  great  blot  is  the 
lighting  question.  I  suppose  there  is  nothing 
we  can  do  but  put  it  over  until  next  year  or  kill 
it.  There  is  no  way  in  which  to  get  the  informa- 
tion, unless  the  Mayor  wishes  to  give  it  to  us, 
because  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  contracts 
until  they  are  put  before  us  in  final,  definite  form. 
The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD,  the  Council 
refused  a  general  reconsideration  of  all  votes 
taken  to-day. 


CLOSING   PROCEEDINGS. 

Coun.  HALE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
be  extended  to  John  J.  Attridge  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  meetings  of  this 
body  for  the  municipal  year  1912. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Coun.  HALE  said: 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  suppose  ordinarily  these  resolutions 
are  considered  as  more  or  less  a  matter  of  form, 
but  in  this  case  I  wish,  in  speaking  on  behalf  of  my 
colleagues,  to  add  a  word  or  two  of  personal 
appreciation  of  the  President.  In  doing  so  I  shall 
not  refer  to  him  merely  as  President,  although  I 
admire  his  fair  and  impartial  ruUngs  since  he  has 
presided  over  this  body;  but  I  wish  to  call  up  to 
your  memories,  in  case  any  of  you  have  forgotten 
it,  the  very  valuable  and  conscientious  work  which 
Mr.  Attridge  did  when  he  was  a  member  of  that  sub- 
committee which  dealt  with  the  police  stations  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  To  my  mind  the  work  he  did 
there  will  always  stand  out  to  his  credit,  and  he  will 
be  able  to  look  back  upon  it  with  great  pride.  I 
think  the  report  which  was  made  at  that  time — and 
which  was  largely  due  to  Mr.  Attridge,  I  claiming 
very  little  crecht  for  it — has  had  a  tremendous 
effect  on  public  opinion  in  regard  to  police  stations. 
I  think  it  was  one  of  the  things  that  started  this 
state-wide  reform  of  prison  conditions  and  the 
investigation  of  state  prisons;  and,  having  served 
on  that  committee  with  Mr.  Attridge,  I  wish  to 
present  my  testimony  to  the  valuable  services 
which  he  rendered  at  that  time,  not  only  in  render- 
ing the  report  but  in  having  its  provisions  carried 
out.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Mr.  Attridge  has  been 
successful,  in  that  almost  all  the  recommendations 
in  the  report  made  at  that  time  have  now  been 
carried  out,  as  far  as  the  City  Council  is  concerned. 
Before  sitting  down  I  want  to  say  just  a  word  to  the 
rest  of  you,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so.  I  con- 
sider the  last  four  years  of  my  life  and  work  in  the 
city  government  as  valuable  as  any  I  have  ever  had. 
I  think  perhaps  I  have  learned  more  by  being  in 
touch  with  you  men — some  of  you  for  a  longer 
term  than  others — than  I  could  have  learned  in  any 
other  way.  We  ha\'e  all  fought,  naturally.  We 
have  all  felt  very  bitterly  toward  each  other  at 
times.  That  is  very  natural.  If  that  were  not  so, 
we  would  not  be  very  red-blooded  men.  But  I 
think,  on  the  whole,  we  have  got  along  together 
very  well,  and  I  know  that  I  shall  regret  extremely 
not  being  in  constant  communication  with  you 
in  the  future  as  I  have  with  most  of  you  in  the  past 
three  or  four  years.  In  closing,  I  wish  to  present 
to  you,  Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of  my  colleagues 
and  myself  and  the  officers  of  the  body,  a  slight 
testimonial  of  the  appreciation  in  which  we  hold 
you.     (Applause.) 

(Coun.  Hale  here  presented  to  President  At- 
tridge, as  a  testimonial  from  the  members  and 
officers  of  the  body,  a  beautiful  gold  watch.) 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  rising 
vote. 

President  ATTRIDGE  said: 

Mr.  City  Clerk  and  members  of  the  Council, 
it  is,  of  course,  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  I 
am  very  grateful  to  all  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  resolutions,  and  to  the  members  and  officers 
for  this  token  of  regard  which  they  have  presented 
to  me  to-day,  and  which  of  course,  I  shall  always 
highly  prize.     I  said  a  year  ago  that  it  was  an 
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honor  to  be  President  of  the  City  Council,  that  it 
was  also  an  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  City 
Council.  I  repeat  that  to-day.  I  wish  to  extend 
to  the  members  my  thanks  for  electing  me  Presi- 
dent. During  the  year  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  that  office  has  been  to  me  a  very  pleasant 
task.  Of  course,  members  will  indulge  in  argu- 
ments and  will  have  their  differences.  That  is 
natural  in  a  deliberative  body,  and  is  as  it  should 
be.  As  Coun.  Hale  has  said,  men  would  not 
possess  red  blood  if  they  did  not  indulge  in  debate 
and  argument  and  have  differences  of  opinion  on 
matters  coming  before  them.  We  cannot  all  see 
questions  coming  before  us  from  the  same  point 
of  view.  In  the  matter  of  the  investigation  of  the 
prisons,  and  the  resulting  report,  Coun.  Hale  gave 
me  undue  praise.  I  can  say  that  the  credit  did 
not  belong  to  myself,  that  it  belonged  to  Coun. 
Hale,  who  was  the  man  who  suggested  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  police  stations  and  houses  of 
detention  in  this  city.  I  said  a  year  ago  that  I 
believed  it  was  the  purpose  and  intention  of  all 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  to  work  together 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  Looking  back 
through  the  year  I  can  say  that  I  think  they  have 
worked  for  the  interests  of  the  city  with  the  same 
singleness  of  purpose  that  they  had  shown  for 
two  years  before  and  that  I  believe  members  of 
this  Council  will  continue  to  show  in  the  years 
to  come.  I  believe  the  members  of  the  Council 
this  year  and  in  the  coming  year,  under  the  new 


charter,  will  always  work  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  city.  Of  course,  I  want  to  thank  all  the 
officers  of  the  Council,  the  City  Clerk  and  his 
assistant,  the  stenographer,  the  police  officers,  and 
our  good  friends  the  reporters,  who  are  of  great 
assistance  to  us  many  times.  I  wish  to  thank, 
for  my.self  and  for  my  fellow  members,  all  officials 
and  others  connected  with  the  City  Council  for 
the  kindness  that  has  been  shown  to  us.  In 
closing  I  wish  again  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
body  for  their  kindness  in  electing  me  one  year 
ago  President  of  the  Council.  1  have  tried  at  all 
times  to  be  fair  in  all  my  rulings  and  in  my  atti- 
tude toward  the  members.  It  will  always  be  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  look  back  to  the  days  when  I 
served  as  presiding  officer  of  the  City  Council  of 
1912.  I  hope  and  trust  that  Conn.  Hale  has  not 
seen  tjie  end  of  his  service  to  the  city,  that  the 
time  will  come  when  he  will  be  able  to  give  even 
greater  service  to  the  city  we  all  love.  In  saying 
this  I  think  I  express  the  feelings  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Council.  In  conclusion,  I  thank  you,  gentle- 
men, from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.     (Applause.) 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  if  there  is  no 
further  business  to  come  before  the  meeting,  I 
move  you,  sir,  that  the  City  Council  of  1912  do 
now  adjourn  sine  die. 


Adjourned,  sine  die,  at  2.22  p.  m. 


